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24 INHALATION OF SULPHURIC ETHER.

sulphuric ether was exhibited, but at the end of 13 minutes insensi-
bility had not been produced. The ether was therefore abandoned,
and the operation commenced. The patient cried out, and complained
of her intense suffering. During the remainder of the day, and the
next, she had a cough, with intense headache and restlessness ; mu-
cous riles were detected on auscultation. On the 22d, erysipelas
made its appearance around the wound ; on the 23d, and following
days, bronchial riles filled the whole chest; the erysipelas spread,
and covered all the posterior part of the trunk. The prostration was
complete, and the cough obstinate. From the 27th to the 30th, the
erysipelas extended to all parts of the body ; chills and vomiting oc-
curred, and on the 31st she died.

At the autopsy, a diffused redness of the mucous membrane of
the bronchi, and engorgement of the lungs, were found. (Des Effets
physiologiques et thérapeutiques des Ethers. H. Chambert, Paris, 1848.)

11. Jobert, Paris, 1847. A female, aged 47, underwent amputa-
tion of the thigh for white-swelling. Perfect an®sthesia was induced
by breathing sulphuric ether for four minutes. After the operation,
the pulse and temperature of the body failed, and there was insensi-
bility for several hours. It was subsequently observed that there
was but little traumatic fever. Seven days after the operation, there
appeared an ocular and facial neuralgia, and a contraction of the
masseter, sterno-mastoid, abdominal and thoracic muscles. These
were looked upon as symptoms of tetanus, and the patient finally died
from a variety of lesions of the ecirculatory, nervous and respiratory
systems, 15 days after the operation.

The autopsy showed the vessels of the pia mater of the brain and
spinal cord to be greatly injected. The tissue of the brain, especially
at the optic thalami and corpora striata, was also much injected. The
ventricles of the brain were well filled with seram. The pharynx and
cesophagus were quite reddened, and covered with pus, as also were
the trachea and bronchi. (Des Effels physiologiques el thérapeutiques
des Ethers. H. Chambert, Paris, 1848.)

M. Jobert considered this a case of poisoning of the blood, due to
the anmsthetic. The appearances could not be laid to pysmia, but
were incontestably due to the effects of ether. In this opinion, M.
(Chambert, the reporter, coincides.

12. Mendoza, Barcelona, Spain, 1847. A female, aged 60, under-
went amputation of the leg, three days after suffering a comminuted
fracture of the foot, which had been crushed by a wheel. Sulphuric
ether was given, but it caused great uneasiness and cough ; insensi-
bility was, however, obtained at the end of a quarter of an hour, but
it lasted only a few minutes., After attempts at re-etherization had












28 INHALATION OF SULPHURIC ETHER.

22. M. Richet, Paris, 1847, A man, aged 43, underwent am-
putation at the shoulder-joint for an enormous tumor developed about
the upper part of the humerus. During the dressing, the patient
fainted three times, Subsequently his strength graduoally failed,
a cough set in, and he died on the eleventh day afier the operation.
M. Richet attributed the death to the ether, but his inferne exhibited
the lungs to the Anatomical Society as specimens of capillary bron-
chitis. (De I Ether Sulphurique, par F. J. Lach, Paris, 1847.)

23. Dr, , New York, 1860.% “ A patient with hernia bad
been laboring under symptoms of strangulation for some time, and
was in a desperate condition. A cutting operation for his relief was
resolved upon. He was fully anmsthetized with sulphuric ether, and
guddenly, during the progress of the operation, showed symptoms of
prostration and soon died.” ( Commillee’s Correspondence. )

24. Dr. W. H. Mussey, Cincinnati, 0. A man, 50 years old, by
the upsetting of his wagon had been dragged 30 feet and then rolled
down an embankment 8 feet high, when his wife, weighing 205 lbs.,
fell upon him. The patient himself weighed 230 lbs., was occasion-
ally intemperate, having had a debauch ten days previous to his acci-
dent, and been quite sick in recovering from it. After his injury he
had to be transported a mile in order to reach his house, and during
the thirty hours ensuing he suffered intense pain, and took four grains
of morphine in divided doses. In order to examine an injury which
had befallen his hip, four ounces of sulphuric ether (it being the unani-
mous opinion of those present that his condition would not permit the
use of chloroform) was administered, with great care and precaution,
‘“ At the time of seizing the limb for examination,””—we quote from
Dr. Mussey’s own account,—*‘a peculiar shortness of breath of an
asthmatic character was noticed, and it was stated that he was subject
to attacks of asthma. On observing this phenomenon, the use of ether
was suspended and not resumed ; the manipulation was, however, pro-
ceeded with, the patient screaming out and writhing with pain, and
apparently perfectly conscious. Seeing that his lips were purplish
and his breathing very short, I proceeded to administer for his relief.
He called for water; a little was given him, and a little vinegar was
put in it ; finally, some whiskey was procured and administered in
warm water. Bat little, however, was taken. The patient complain-
ed that he was suffocating, and the tongue was drawn out, though
there was no lack of control of it, as he put it out to take stimulants.
Ile was rolled upon his side ; water was thrown in his face ; first cold,
then hot water applied to his forehead ; the Marshall Hall method of
artificial respiration, and the additional one of inflating the lungs from
my own lungs, with forced expulsion of air, and flagellation of buttocks,














































