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BEETLES. 127

Goliathus are also remarkable, some for their gi-
gantic bulk, as the species figured below ; others
for the horn-like excrescences with which they
are armed, and still more for the glittering splen-

THE GOLIATH BEETLE, AND HERCULES BEETLE,

dour of their bodies, as if mailed in burnished
metal of the most brilliant hues. The larvae of
these genera are believed to feed on decaying
wood.

The timber-eaters, in fact, include by far the
greatest number of Beetles, as well as those which
are of largest size. In the dense tropical forests
of America, Africa, and Asia, where the insect tribes
acquire a size and a magnificence unknown to our
climate, the wood-eaters chiefly abound; having a
commission to keep in check the mighty vegetation
of those teeming regions by devouring the trees,
almost as soon as their noble heads have bowed
to the storm. The magnificent genus Buprestis is
one of these, whose species shine with the most



































































































































































































192 HETEROGANGLIATA.

SUB-KINGDOM IV.
HETEROGANGLIATA.*

STILL looking at the nervous system as the ground
of natural arrangement, we find a large group of

NERVES OF SHELLED MOLLUSCA.

animals in which the nervous matter, though accu-
mulated in knots or ganglions as in the Articulated

* Animals having * dissimilar or * unsymmetrical nerve-knots.™






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































