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FIRST PERIOD 3

and intention, during a fit of passion. This sort of person is
much more deeply affected than the habitual criminal by the
repentance for the deed and the regret for the loss of honor and
freedom. Aside from this the character of the crime itself must
be considered, for the thought of having murder on one’s con-
science as a rule affects the mind, even of the most corrupt crim-
inals, more deeply and lastingly than any other punishable act.

Therefore, according to Delbriick, the mental disturbances
of those who have committed deeds of violence, occupy a special
‘position clinically. All the cases in which the crime with its im-
mediate consequences appears clearly as the cause of the later
disease, have certain peculiarities in common: the fixed ideas and
insane notions begin to develop as a rule in the first years of im-
prisonment and betray an inner connection with the crime com-
mitted. The prisoners have a tendency to entirely deny the
crime, or to extenuate it, or to delude themselves with the
idea of an immediate return to freedom or the injustice of their
imprisonment. The origin of the disease may be recognized
from its character, by the deep and lasting emotional upheaval,
the incessant occupation of the despairing soul with this one sub-
ject, the restless but useless effort to escape the torments of the
court and the persecution of an avenging justice, the unsatisfied
longing for freedom and former happy conditions. If the dis-
ease continues for a long time, as a rule little trace of the mighty
shock which the emotions have experienced remains. “ The
process which produced the insanity is exhausted, the insanity
continues but the powers of the emotions are dead.”

Delbriick’s views concerning the relation between mental
disturbances and crime in the case of those guilty of crimes
against property, that is to say the habitual criminal, are entirely
different. Here likewise, the mental disturbance may be the
cause of the crime, although by far not so frequently and not so
unequally as is the case with the criminal by passion. But in
those guilty of crimes against property, in contrast to those


































































































































































































































































