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16 PONDS AND ROCK POOLS

like rays of living light. Then the cilia on the
collar begin to move, and a vortex is created which
sweeps Infusoria and even free-swimming Rotifers
down into the vestibule, whence there is no return,
for the long filaments, technically known as sefe,
close up and bar the way. In the vestibule the
prey 1s retained till an appreciable amount is
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FIG. 309.—A, FLOSCULARIA ORNATA (THE COMMON FLOSCULE X §75)5
B, STEPHANOCEROS EICHHORNII (x 50). (AFTER HUDSOX)
collected, when the whole is forced down into the
crop and subjected to the action of the jaws.

In general plan Stephanoceros closely agrees
with the Floscules, the chief difference being in the
armature of the corona. There are five lobes or
processes, but they are long and slender, and after
bending outwards in the middle converge so as
almost to meet at the points. Instead of the
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174 FONDS AND ROCK POOLS

edges of the aquarium. But as this will inevitably
admit dust in quantities sufficient to form a thick
film on the water, and as no corresponding
advantage is gained, the collector will soon come
to the conclusion that it is better for the cover to
rest flat on the edges of the tank. Moreover, by
this plan the loss from evaporation is reduced to
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FIG. 60.—TREMBLEY'S STUDY, IN WHICH HIS EXPERIMENTS ON HYDRA
WERE MADE

a minimum, for the vapour is condensed on the
under-surface of the cover and rolls back into the
tank (see frontispiece).

Trembley, whose experiments on the Hydra were
referred to on p. 78, appears to have been one of
the first to keep aquatic animals in vessels of water
for scientific study; and towards the close of the
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