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2 SHEEP-HUSBANDRY.

lish were long-legged, narrow-chested, light-qnartered, coarse-wooled
animals, by no means the highly-bred stock of English coarse-wools of
the present day. The lowland sheep of Holland bore many of the char-
acteristics of the English. The compact, short-limbed, heavy-fleeced
animal of recent improvement was not then in existence, whether Eng-
lish or Spanish. They were small, agile, wild, slow in maturing, and
their flesh was not highly esteemed as food.

While sheep have been bred in this country for more than two hun-
dred and fifty years,® itis only within the present century thatimproved
breeds have been introdnced, with the exception of isolated cases of par-
tially-improved animals, as the original Leicesters (Bakewells) of Presi-
dent Washington, and the Merinos imported by Mr. William Foster, of
Bﬂsmnﬁ who gave them to a gentleman to keep, by whom they were
“kept” and eaten! In 1801 four Spanish rams were embarked for the
United States by M., Dupont de Nemours, chief of a French commission
to select sheep in Spain under the treaty of Dasle, and a banker named
Delessert, but only one lived to reach New York. It went to Delaware,
and was used effectively in producing valuable grades. Yet the found-
ing of the improvement which ultimately produced the American Merino
bears the date of 1802, when our minister to France, Mr. Livingston,
sent home two pairs of French Merinos urigiu&ﬂyeeépanish Merinos
which had been modified by a course of breeding) from the imperial
flock at Chalons. In thesame yearour minister to Spain, Colonel Hnin-
phreys, brought home with him 21 rams and 70 ewes the best floeks
of the fine-wools of Spain. From these and subsequent importations,t
aided by three-fourths of a century of skillful breeding, came the best
race of Merinos now extant, which has modified, in greater or less degree,
more than nine-tenths of the flocks of the conntry, changing the natives
or serubs of different origin into Merino grades, doubling the weight and
value per pound of their fleeces, and transmuting fibers little better than
the carpet-wools of nomadie sheep-husbandry into the fine and soft
ga.terial for clothing fabries and the longer staple of Merino combing-

eeces.

The improvement was rapid. In 1810 one of Mr. Iivﬁgstﬂn’ﬂ year-
ling rams weighed 145 pounds and bore a fleece of 11 pounds 11 onnces ;
and his full-blood ewes averaged fleeces of 5 pounds 13 oun G0 per
cent. more than his best common ewes, and the maximum weight was 8
pounds 12 ounces, while the first eross made an improvement amounting
to fully 50 per cent.

Recent as is the improvement in this country, it is nearly as old as in
Europe.f Great Britain tried the Spanish sheep, but the demand for
mutton, and the neecessity for worsted wool, gave impulse to progress in
another direction, upon a foundation of original Leicesters and Linecoln
and Southdown blood. The first year of the present century found that
country dependent on Spain and Portugal for foreign wool; and of the
meager importation, amounting to only 8,609,368 pounds, these countries
sent respectively 6,062,824, and 1,731,934 pounds, while Germany sent
412,394 pounds, and the Netherlands 141,739 pounds. Such is the
growth of the wool manufacture in Great Britain, that in 1877 no less

* 8heep were brought to Jamestown, Va., in 1609, :

t The heaviest were made by Consul William Jarvis, in 1809, amounting to nearly
4,000 in nnmber,

t'The Spanish Merino was bronght into S8axony by the Elector in 1765; into Hun-
gary, by Maria Theresa, in 1775; into France in 1776. TIT introduced them
gntg?%glandjn 1785. The Rambouillet or imperial flock of France was established
in







4 SHEEP-HUSBANDRY.

sSinee 1870 the inerease has been about 25 per eent. We now mann-
facture about five times as much as in 1840, and more than three times
as much as in 1560. Our recent tmportauuns of wool are less than
50,000,000 pounds per annum, and our home production four times as
much. In brief, we manufacture four-fifths of all goods made of wool
which enter into consweption, and what is better, we use home-grown
wools for four-fifths of that manufacture.

Instead of increasing the cost of clothing and earpets, by the national
policy of producing them at home, prices are lower than in 1860. Instead
of wearing the shoddy of cast-off European clothing, our goods are
firmer and stronger and more durable than foreign importations. Had
our factories no existence, the extra demand of 46,000,000 of wool-wear-
ing people would advance the price of clothing thmughuut the world.
Had they no existence, wool-growing would likewise have no status, as
the history of this industry, the tendencies of our rural economy, and
the genius of our people all show that the success of wool-raising and
wool-manufacturing is correlative and inseparable. If manufacturing
declines in this country, wool-growing will retrograde ; if wool-growing
recedes, the prosperity of manufactures will be Impmred There never
will be an export of wool from this country under any probable circumstances.

The superiority of American wools, in soundness, strength, and length
of staple, gives onr manufactures an advantage of great valne. The in-
ventive genins of our people has already obviated much of the competi-
tion of Furopean rates of labor. Our factories are rapidly aequiring the
secrets of peculiar and popular foreign styles and fabrics, and even im-
proving upon them and inventing new processes and textures.

Fancy cassimeres were until recently entirely of foreign produection.
Now the world-famous establishments of Sedan and Elbeuf are equaled
or distanced. A bit of M. Boujeon’s goods, taken from the inside of a

collar of an overcoat worn by a gentleman from Paris, was the inspira-
tion of the Crampton loom, on which fancy cassimeres are now woven,
not only in the United States but also in several countries of Europe.
These goods were at the Centennial Exhibition, and the Swedish Judge,
Mr. Carl Amberg, a practical wool manufacturer, was compelled in his
admiration to say to Mr. Hayes, the secretary of the Wool Manufacturers’
Association, “You know that the Dest fancy cassimeres in the world
have been made at Sedan and Elbeuf in France, If these goods were
placed by the side of the Elbeeuf cassimeres, you could not tell one from
the other, and the goods could not be bought at Elbeuf for the prices

marked here)” These goods were made from American wool.

The worsted coatings, differing from the fancy cassimeres in being
made from combed msteml of carded wool, are a recent trinmph of our
manutacturing skill. These goods obtained notoriety in the Paris Exhi-
bition of 1867, and have since been produced successfully ]131'3, and as
an incidental result another industry has been created, the com %‘
spinning of worsted yarns, of which an exhibition was made at Philadel-
phia by eompanies rapremmtmg $1,600,000 of annual production, which
obtained an award showing them to be superior to yarns from the best
Australian wools, being “kinder, more elastic, and stronger.”

Inventions for producing felt f&bncs, by two Americans, Williams and
Wells, after repeated failures of the French in the same direction, are
used on both continents for almost innumerable forms of goods.

In flannels, America has already surpassed Europe, making goods of
a better quality, because as well mfuie of better wool. For twenty years
European flannels have been driven from our markets, and we now ex-
port them to Canada, andmﬂ,j'ﬂﬂﬂn baahlammakeamarkatﬁntham



















10 SHEEP-HUSBANDRY,

fourths grade Merinos, by which a large portion of the wool of Ohio
and Michigan is substituted for real eombing wool. Carpets, blankets,
flannels, and ladies’ dress goods, and much of the wear of gentlemen,
require the wool of mutton breeds and cross-bred floeks, of which more
can be used, with the present tastes of consumers and tendencies of
manufacture, than of the short cloth wool of the pure Merino.

There is a necessity of sheep-husbandry for meat production, now
beginning to be acknowledged in the Central States, as an ameliorator
of the soil. While dairying, and the shipment of its products, with-
draws rapidly from the soil its needed phosphates and other valuable
elements, and reduces its fertility, the feeding of sheep tends directly to
the enrichment of the soil. As the numbers of sheep diminish, in dis-
triets oldest and most systematic in their agrieulture, the yield of wheat
declines. As sheep beeame a more prominent element of English farm-
ing, the yield of wheat increased, until 28 bushels per acre are produced.
The turnip, which feeds the sheep that manures the field that yields this
wheat, is deemed * the sheet-anchor of British husbandry.” Our wheat
yield averages but 12 bushels, and never will yield more without the
aid of meat production as a permanent element of farin economy. The
superiority of sheep fo other animals in this connection, even upon the
farming lands of highest price, is thus attested by Mr, William Browm,
of Beotland:

Not only in quality and variety, but ortionately to o i
world, B[?it.ﬂ;ir.lq feeil?thu ln,rgeﬁtﬁ;znmba? r{?f? aheapt.t I{rea ;]Hw tﬂ?aﬁﬁiﬁaﬁlﬁyﬂ}
Ith:.*F:\iratn.l characteristics, the mere fact that of all animals this is easiest fed, gives per-

aps the lnrgest returns in the shortest time, and is a first-class fertilizer of the soil,
is sufficient reason for such prominence.

Mr. George Geddes, of New York, than whom no man in the country
is better acquainted with the practical aspeets of this question, writes
concerning it:

It is not casy to see any good reason why the older sections of our country, hav-
ing great cities and manufacturing centers for markets, should not follow the example
of England in this matter. It has been proved by the best of tests, that of actual
trial, that our soils and climate are well adapted to these heavy sheep. Nothing of
uncertainty on this subject remains but the uncertainty of our national legislation.
A poliey of free trade in wool and woolen goods would for a while destroy our pur-
chasers of wool, and ruin both branches of the business. If the existing revenue
laws can be allowed to remain, we may reasonably hope that at least present
prices of our wool will be continued to us; and, if so, we can continne to expand the
production. The business will, in the uidar parts of the country, be ac one,
yielding very small direct profits, but indirectly so very valnable, as the means of
making manure to raise grain crops, that it will go on; and more economy in food,
housing, and general management will come in due time as skill increases, and the
mutton-producing sheep and the growing of grain will go hand in hand,

He gives an example which may be taken as a test of the capabilities
of the best farming distriets for profitable sheep-husbandry. In 1840,
Mr. William Chamberlain, of Red Hook, Dutchess County, New York,
bought a worn-out hay-farm of 380 acres. It yielded but 17 loads of
hay the next season; 40 acres of rye produced 400 bushels; from 25
acres of corn were harvested but 500 bushels; and the remaining land
pastured only a span of horses, two pairs of oxen, and a cow. It was
too poor to produce red clover. The commercial manures were compar-
atively useless, wood ashes were better, buf no means of recuperation
were suceessful till sheep were tried, which converted corn, hay, straw
leaves, and weeds into manure, until, in 1866, the farm produced
loads of hay (600 tons), 40 acres of corn yielding 50 bushels per acre, 30
acres of wheat averaging 15 bushels per acre, 30 acres of oats, 8 acres
of roots, the pasturage of 300 sheep and oxen and cows required for
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66 SHEEP-HUSBANDRY.

bandry in the older States of the North and East; and that what the
far West gains, Vermont and Ohio would lose. This ebjection, we said,
if it were true, is a local, not a national, one.

The aim of a national industrial system is the wealth, grandeur, and independence
of the nation as a whole; and of the comfort, elevation, and well-compensated labor
of the American people as a whole. Above all things it abhors menopolies of indi-
viduals, States, or sections. It does not favor the exclusive ocenpation of the cotton
manufacture by Massachusetts or Rhode Island, but wonld plant it also by the side of
the cotton-fields in Georgia and Mississippi. It would light furnace fires in Michigan,
Ohio, and Alabama, as well as in Pennsylvania. Statesmanship would have our na-
tional industrial system advance in its march like one of our grand national railroads;
which must not stop for fear that the town which has sprung up on its route may be
eclipsed by another, and yet another, which springs up as it advances. It must
march on until it spans the continent; although, when it reaches its western
San Francisco may be compelled to divide her trade with Chicago. To say that the
production of the new Btate will compete with that of the old, and that new indus-
tries will vie with those long established, is to state the prineipaf object of the national
system. Domestic competition, with its accruing cheapness, excellence, and abun-
dance of protection, neutralizes the apparent taxation imposed under the protective
system. Domestic competition, gra{lu;l?l, equable, and healthful—and not, like for-
eign competition, spasmodie, irregular, and ineapable of hui‘ng guarded against, and
hence disastrons—lifts the industries from their old ruts, introduces economies, labor-
saving machines and processes, compels a constant watchfulness for the popular tastes
and necessities, and an incessant activity for superior cheapness urexuﬁ]anua, and
thus converts protection from a tax to a boon, It is only when the nation blushes to
own each new star which she adds to her banner, that she will regret the competition
in industry which each new State makes with the old.

As then at the Fast writing of the far West, so now at the East writ-
ing of the Sounth, we pursue the subject in the interest of the national
wool industry, and not of a section. Still, while free from sectional
predilections, we cannot divest ourselves of sympathy for a people
emerging from the overthrow of a cherished social system, and strug-
gling for the higher and broader industrial life to which recent events
have foreed them; and cannot but take pleasure in pointing out some
of the means which offer for settling their waste and restoring their
impoverished lands, for employing their labor and diversifying their
industries.

Although sheep were early introdunced into Georgia, and flourished to
such a degree during the colonial period that their wool was commended
by British travelers to the English clothiers as “equal to the Spanish,
and superior to that grown in England”; although General Washington
introduced the New Leicesters at Mount Vernon, the influence of whose
progeny is still seen in the excellent mutton of that section of Virginia,
and, further, so inspired Colonel Humphreys, who resided for a time at
Mount Vernon, with a love of sheep, that he subsequently, while minister
to Spain, became the introducer of the Merino to this country; and althongh
Mr. Jefferson sent the progeny of the Merinoes presented to him by Mr.
Jarvis to the counties adjoining Monticello, as the choicest boon he could
offer to the agriculture of Virginia, the breeding of sheep fell at length
into general disrepute at the South, as is evinced by the contemptuous
remark attributed to the statesman of Roanoke, This prejudice, accord-
ing to Colonel Skinner, was nourished by the popular essays of “Arator,”
the celebrated Col. John Taylor. It was more probably due to a Ee.afl-
ousy of any produet which might vie with the execlusive mono of
cotton, to which sectional pride gave a regal title. At all events, sheep-
husbandry became generally unpopular throughout the South—except,
near the great cities, for a supply of mutton and lambs—and was sup-
posed to be attended with difticulties peculiar to the Sonthern climate
and soil. This remark does not apply to Western Virginia, where
Merino-sheep husbandry has been pursued since the first importation of
































































































98 SHEEP-HUSBANDRY.

“My own flock, now numbering 1,700, started 460 in 1573 (Merinoes and Ceotsawaold
graie), has paid above per cent. of profit, or more."” ,
Another careful correspondent from the county of Nueces says: ““ Rams have beer
imported in large numbers, Improvement is already far advanced. Flocks are shel-
tered from November 15 to February 1, by selecting their range and mﬁ!t;mg
;ha guuth side of ﬂnn::i crat:egiar ﬁ::ﬁiﬁa ﬁmﬁr. FT].]Ilm is no foot-rot. S i-:lm EY
ambing is generally adopted in this county; the February or spring crop
the mncagt- pg:ferahle. One set of ewes lamb in the l'inigr an H.Il.ﬂsﬂlﬁr set iﬂgﬂm fall,
Those who shear the best and most desirable clips of wool handle their gheep in mod-
erately large flocks of 1,000 to 1,200 head, Provision is only made for select sheep,
guch as rams. Avemg& weight of fleece, 5 pounds. Average cost of keeping, 25 to 28
cents. Profit, 72 to 75 cents. Where dipping has to be added, the general expenses
will be 3 to4 cents per head. Good tobaceo, hhum]l_f; used, invariably enres the scab ;
all other preparations have failed in this county. Profits on wool given, as profits
from increase are rarely turned into cash. Ewe lambs of high sell readily for
$2.50 to 84 per head. The cost of keeping, where the shepherd cares for only 1,000
sheep, is the cost given; where he cares for 1,500 to 2,000, as many do the year ronnd
the real cost is proportionably less.” '

The number of sheep in this county, according to the returns of assess
ors, is 656,000; and the remarkable fact is presented to us, that very
nearly the most sontherly cotnty of the whole United States is the
banner sheep county of the Union. The adjoining county, Starr, has
184,000 sheep. And these two counties have more sheep the four
States of the South—Georgia, South Carolina, Florida, and Louisians
together ; or the conjoined States of the North—New Hampshire, Ver.
mont, Massachusetts, and Rhode Island. '

One of our own correspondents, certified to as one of the oldest anc
best citizens of Texas, writes us as follows:

Waco, MCLELLAN CoUsTY, TEX., January 12, 1872,

Sir: I have been direetly or indirectly interested in wool-growing in this State and
section for many years. The country is rolling prairie land; the soil, black, waxy
and, in sections, quite sandy, and an excellent grazing country. The natural grasses
are the sedge and mesquite; of the latter, three varieties—the best, the beardes
variety. My flocks have been French and Spanish Merinoes, mixed ; the average pre
duct of fleece being six pounds, at an average valuation, for five years, of 25 cents

nnd. This can be produced nnder favorable circumstances for 16 cents net cost te
the shepherd; but he should have not less than the 10 cents profit added, to make 8
paying investment. If there is no change in our duties, I am confident tilm there i
no more promising industry in the country than wool-growing; but, if we are to hav
reduced duties or free wools, the occupation will have to be a ed. b

There is no objection to sheep from any section of the North or West, if free fron
disease. For the ordinary wools, I wonld prefer the Merino; for mutton or combing:
wools, a cross of the Cotswold with pure-blood Merinoes. The covntry is nnifor m
healthy for sheep here. In three months of the winter the sheep have som
feed—eay one-third of their consnmption. 1 would say that 65 cents a head wouls
cover every possible contingency or cost in sheep-husbandry, per annum, in this see
tion. As I have said, if the farmers are to keep the protection they now Laﬁa agains
the producers of foreign wools there is no more profitable industry that any one whi
will put his attention to the business can be engaged in.-

Yours truly,

W. R. KELLUM.
Another of our own eorrespondents writes as follows :
Hovsrox, TEX., January 9, 1878

Dear 81r: I have had long experience in sheep-husbandry in the San Joaqui
and Santa Barbara country, and also in Los Angeles, Cal. I know well Colomn
Hollister, Mr. Dibbles, of California, and other prominent wool-growers there, i
also for a time in Utah ; also, in Western Texas, which I re as the best co
for the industry with which I am acqnainted if life and property were only
against Mexican depredations. The ¢ mata,fi’::rmanandhaut,ianmiv&lad; the fe
rich and unfailing all the year round. No country I know of eould so well sustain tl
larﬁe flocks which, from various umﬂam being broken up in C 3

a parallel drawn north from to the Indian Territory, there is the best loc
tion for the industry, in my judgment, in the country. But, until Uncle Sam wi
protect us there, the life of the shepherd and his flocks are in constant jeopardy iro
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102 SHEEP-HUSBANDRY.

shepherds in case of accident, and to cook their rations. The baccierros,
as a class, are remarkable for their fidelity., The impedimenta of the
camp, if they may be called by this rame, consist only of the rudest
cooking utensils and the stores of provisions, no shelter being required,
and the bed of the shepherd being a sheep-skin. The food or rations ot
the shepherd are corn for tortillas, or, sometimes, flour, coffee, and fresh
meat, no pork or bacon being used. The fresh meat is almoat invariably
supplied by goats, which are pastured with the sheep for this purpose.
They cost about a dollar a head. Their flesh is excellent, and preferred
by the Mexicans to any other. The quantity of godts’ meat which the
pastore will consume is enormous; the consumption being about one
goat a week to the shepherd.

The shearing seasons are the busiest times for the Texan flock-master,
not only on account of the number of extra hands to be overlooked, but
because upon the care exercised at these periods, in enlling, nds ﬁhﬁ
future character of the flocks; and the tying up of the wool nicel
important for its sale. The shearings take place twice a year. he
spring shearing commences about April 15, and the fall shearing about
September 15, The shearings continue from three to four weeks, accord-
ing to the weather. The practice of two shearings a year has been
adopted, from the experience that it is most advantageons for the warm
climate of Texas. It has been a mooted question whether thﬂre is mure
profit in shearing twice a year than once. By shearing twiece, t
of course is shorter; is fitted for only one purpose, that of clntiung, an
brings a less price per pound. The high prices of wools for combing
purposes, for which many of the improved wools of Texas, if suffered
to grow to their full length, are well adapted, is lost, and there is the
additional expense of the extra shearing. Bnt, on the other hand, the
sheep sheared twice a year are healthier and keep fatter, and the shear-
ing checks the seab, if there is any tendency to this disease. The flock-
master gets the money for his wool twice a year instead of once—an im-
portant consideration where the least rate of interest is 1 per cent. a
month. The double shearing is especially advantageous to the lambs.
By giving them their first shearing in August, to be repeated in the next
spring, their health and growth are greatly promoted, and con uanH
the general increase of the flock. DMr. Shaeffer behaves it would be ad-
vantageous to shear the lambs twice, even at the North. Seeing the
lambs in the flock of an eminent breeder in Missouri failing, Mr. Bhaﬁﬂier
recommended immediate shearing. The advice was folluwai and all
were saved, One of these lambs (a ram), when grown, was was afterward
sold for §150.

The shearing in Texas is all performed by Mexicans, from both sides
of the river Rio Grande, many coming in, for this purpose, even from
as far as Monterey. They shear by the head, the usual price being
$3.50 per hundred for fine sheep. The shearers average about thirty
head a day. The shearing is performed on a floor or platform, espec-
ially constructed for this purpose. The most careful flock-masters have
this floor protected by a roof. The barn floors of the North, it must be
remembered, are not known in Texas. In shearing, the Mexicans tie
down the sheep upon the floor, usnally about ten at a time. This time
the flock-master improves for examining his sheep and the character of
their fleeces. He selects those which are to be culled out on account of
age or defects of fleece, or those which are to be preserved for special
uses in breeding; makes the proper marks upon the animals, duly en-
tering them into his sheep-book. The wool from the spring shearing is
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106 SHEEP-HUSBANDRY.

Colonel Ford fully confirms the statements about the Mexican and
Indian depredations, before made, which extend as far as a hundred miles
from the Rio Grande. There is no necessity for this eonfirmation, how
ever, to any one who will read the exhaustive reports prepared by Mr.
Schleicher, of the Texas delegation, in Congress. Colonel Ford says
that the Mexicans do not run the sheep off, becanse the sheep cannot be
made to travel fast enough ; but they kill the shepherds.

Obstacles to sheep growing in Tewas.—Conversations with many intelli-
gent Texans, and the persual of many documents relative to Mexican
ountrages, have led us to fully adopt the opinion expressed by one of our
correspondents, that the most formidable obstacle to the almost indefinite
extension of sheep-husbandry in Texas is the liability of the territory
to Mexican and Indian depredations. The opinion widely prevails at
the North that the border tronbles in Texas have been axa%gemteni for
the purpose of provoking a war with Mexico. In our belief there is no
foundation for this opinion. The extent of the depredations, and their
ruinous effects npon settlements, are proved by incontestable evi-
dence. A peaceful and comparatively inexpensive remedy for the
border troubles is strongly urged by influential citizens of Texas. It
is the granting a moderate subsidy (#6,000 per mile) to a railroad
projected from Galveston to Camargo, in Mexico, near the Rio Grande,
a distance of 352 miles.* It is reasonably ur that the road to Ca-
margo—the key to the commerce of Mexico by a land ronte—would es-
tablish friendly commercial relations with Mexico, and heal the irritation
which keeps up the border troubles, and thus prevent war; while, in
case of war, it would furnish the means of quickly transporting troops
and supplies to the most important point of defense. If the proposed
road will accomplish this, it will direetly promote -the interests of the
cotton and wool manufacturers of the North.t To Texas, more than
any other State, do the textile manufacturers of the North look for the
supply of their mills. No other State is making such rapid progress in
population, produetion, and wealth., With an area which exceeds that
of the German Empire by about 60,000 miles; with a capacity to produce
almost all the products of the temperate zone; with sugar lands on the
southern border which counld yield double the quantity of sugar and
molasses required for our whole consumption, Texas is above all pre-emi-
nent forits resources in textile material. On less than one-half of 1 per
cent. of its area it produced, in 1875, one-half of all the cotton consumed
in the United States; and 4 per cent. of its area would be capable of
producing all the cotton now consumed in Europe and the United States
over 6,000,000 bales.i Add to this its capacity for wool-prodnetion, an
we have a State without parallel in the extent of its natural resources.
Such a State should not be grudged the trivial sum required to establish
peace upon its borders.

* No such thorough and satisfactory mode of settling Indian troubles has been dis-
covered as the construetion of a railroad through the Indian conntry. The war-whoop
of the savage is never heard within sonnd of the locomotive whistle. The civilization
that is represented by the church, the school-house, and the farm the Indian regards
as his legitimate prey; but when it comes clothed with the thunder of the advanei
railroad train, he retires from the contest.— g@ck of Hon. Wilham Windom, of Minne-
mﬁh the United States Senate, on the Northern Pacific Railroad.

t

e refer to this scheme as only one of the means of peacefnlly solving the border

troubles. A still broader scheme in the same direction, but with even a more modest
demand for government patronage, is the proposal for a government survey of a_rail-

road route from Aunstin, Tex., to the Rio Grande, and from thence to the port ﬂfE:FO- ;
lovampo, on the Pacific; the distanee from Ban Antonio to the western ocean being

less than 700 miles. A railroad in this direction would be a peaceful solution of the

Mexican question. b
{ Report of Mr. Edward Atkinson on cotton at the International Exhibition.
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108 SHEEP-HUSBANDRY.

GENERAL CONBIDERATIONS.

Relation of wool-production to customs duties.—This paper, intended foreir-
culation at the South, where theoretical opinions on questions of political
economy differing from our own largely prevail, is no place for the disens-
sion of the vexed questions of free trade and protection. But it would be
a false delicacy on our part wholly to ignore the absolute dependence of
the sheep-husbandry of the United States upon a wise revenue legislation.
The practical fact exists that the revenue of the United States, for a long
time to come, must be principally obtained from duties on foreign imports.
All, independently of their theoretical opinions, will admit that these
duties should be so imposed as to least injure the pnational industries,
Many, who are not theoretically protectionists, will go even further,
and admit that the encouragement of a national wool industry rises
above all questions of economical theory, and that it comes within those
exceptions to the theory of free trade which even Chevalier, Mill, and
Bright are compelled to concede, for the necessities of a nation’s exist-
ence. Wool-growing, unlike the production of any other textile mate-
rial, can be advantageously pursned in every State of our territory.
No single industry can be mentioned so cosmopolitan in its character as
that of the production and manipulation of wool, or to which national
encouragement can be given with less risk of rousing sectional jealonsies.
The wool-industry is eminently national in its character, because it sub-
serves the two great primal necessities of a people—those of food and
clothing, Sheep, by their manure, are capable of doubling the produet
of the wheat-lands on which they are raized. Their flesh is the most
nourishing of all animal food. A sheep-husbandry, made abundant by
legislative encouragement of wool-production, is the most effectual means
of diminishing the cost of all animal food to our whole population, and
thus may be truly said to reimburse manyfold the alleged inﬂma.aeii cost
of clothing to our people caused by the protective duties on wool. The
wool-industry is a necessity for the highest national development; be-
cause it promotes the highest arts of stock-breeding, is an indispensable
adjunct to the most advanced form of agriculture, a mixed husbandry,
and its pastoral form is the pioneer to new settlements. In its manu-
facturing department it more than any other industry promotes the
highest mechanical, chemical, and decorative arts; and is the invariable
precursor of a diversified manufacture, with its attendant results of
wealth and enlture,

These considerations are suggested, not as claims for high protective
duties on wool or mannfactures of wool, but as reasons for deliberation
and wisdom in fixing the duties on those articles which are required for
the national revenue. The most intelligent wool manufacturers admit
the justice and propriety of reasonably protective duties on wool, the
only means of affording national encouragement to the sheep-industry
of the country, which we must have for food as well as clothing. Itis
doubtful if even Texas, with its wonderful pastoral atlvantagea, could
ever compete, without the aid of protective duties, with the Pampas of
South America in the production of wool. The cost of tr _
wool is 80 slight, but two cents per pound even from Australia to New
York, that distance is no protection ; and the Texan flock-master cannot
procure labor for the wages of the Indian shepherds of the Pampas;
while, like all other producers in this country, he is subject to the de-
mands imposed by American civilization and our high local taxation.
Even if the American flock-master conld prodace his wool as cheaply as
the foreigner, he must be defended against the inpouring of foreign sur-
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112 SHEEP-HUSBANDRY.

mals. Negroes, it is well known, make excellent shepherds, as they
malke capital hostlers. There are but few eolored families which could not
afford to purchase two or three ewes, The profits in that favored coun-
try, though small at first, would be sure. The increase would be limited
only by the perseverance of the shepherd, and his command of land for
pasturage—probably the chief obstacle. Let sheep eulture, upon ever so
modest a scale, generally prevail among the colored people of the South,
and dogs and thieves, white or black, would quickly disappear under
the vigilance of a self-constituted police, more effective than any the
law could provide; though laws would follow and wonld be enforced.

Question of overproduction of wool.—The guestion will naturally arise:
If the South grows wool according to her eapaeity, will she have a mar-
ket for her production? To the question proposed in this form no other
than a negative answer could be given. But the praectical inquiry is
this: Is there any reason in a probable glut of the market from an en-
largement of the area of produetion which should deter a Southern
farmer from embarking in wool-growing !  And to this question we un-
hesitatingly answer, No. The fears of overproduetion, which give the
diseciples of Malthus and Ricardo so much apprehension, are ravely real-
ized. They are never realized, except temporarily, in the great staples
of manufacture. Production usually limits itself i);;r its own operation.
Thus, California, it is said, has reached its limit in wool production by
occupying all its pasture-grounds or by converting them from the domain
of the crook to that of the plow. Lands in Vermont, Ohio, New York,
and Michigan, first improved by sheep, have become too valuable for
growing sheep for wool mainly; and these States are becoming pro-
ducers of sheep for mutton and combing wool and rams for breeding.
High production of wool in one gquarter of the world is usually attended
by diminished production in another. While Australia has increased
the numbers of her sheep so wonderfully, Germany has fallen oft' from
50,000,000 in 1850 to 25,000,000 at present, and France from 32,000,000
in 1839 to 24,000,000 in 1872, Thus, with all the supposed rapidity with
which the production of wool has been increased throughout the world
of late years, the actual consumption of raw wool in the United King-
dom, the Continent of Europe, and North America, has increased at the
rate of but about 2 per cent. for each year of the last deeade. The
consumption of clean wool in the United States is set down for 1375 at
four and one-third pounds per head of our population. This is far short
of what we ought to consume for the required comfort of our whole
population; and of what we would consume, if the producing and con-
suming power of our people were adequately developed. 1t is donbtful
if half of our population wear the woolen underclothing required for
health and comfort. Persons well informed in the trade in articles of
this description have made the following curious estimate:

With a population of 35,000,000, we may sulppma that there are 8,000,000 who, from
poverty, mildness of elimate, or other causes, do not wear stockings; lea ;;§ 47,000,000
who will use at least 3 pairs per annnm, requiring 81,000,000 pairs, or G, ,G'Ud dozen,
the value of which, at EE'- per dozen, would be Seﬁ,ﬂﬁﬁ,ﬂi}ﬁ. stimating that there are
18,000,000 males, one-half of whom will wear knit shirts and drawers, and allowi

one shirt and one pair of drawers to each of the 9,000,000 males tﬁ]?br annum, 1,000,
dozen will be required, at $12 per dozen, of the value of £15,000,000, Enﬂmat{ngthn.t |
there are 17,000,000 females, one-quarter of whom will wear undervests and dra
and allowin un}jr one garment to each, 375,000 dozen, at $12 per dozen, of a ,
value of §4,500,000, will be required; making the whole value of the above staple goods
alone required for American consumption §42,750,000,

This statement illustrates how slight an increase of the consuming
power of our population is required to expand the wool manufacture,
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