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PR ACE.

HAVE so far elaborated the Introductory

Argument which precedes this work as to
render any further preface unnecessary, and will,
therefore, make use of this opportunity only by
asking the reader carefully to peruse that Intro-
ductory Argument, wherein he will find expressed
the object of this book, and, if such be necessary,
its apology.

[ have only to say that the following pages
represent, in a condensed form, the studies and
the personal observations of some years. Since
the. appearance of my former book on the
science of Cheiromancy, many similar works
have taken their place in the literature of this
country; of these those resulting from the
labours of Miss Rosa Baughan are the only
volumes worthy of any serious consideration. I
can only hope that by the perusal of the followe






























AN INTRODUCTORY ARGUMENT UPON
THE SCIENCE OF CHEIROSOPHY AND
ITS CLAITMS TO RANK AS A PHYSICAL
SCIENCE.

'"AvTi modAwy av i ardpes "Afmratod, xpr]ll..l.n."l'mv vpas edeofal
vopilw, el davepor yévorto T péAdov guvoiger T moAer wepl
WY VUV TKOTELTT,

AHMOSE®OENOYS "OAYNGIAKOE, A

“TF the study of Phrenology, of Cheirosophy, and

I of the sciences which have for their aims the
discovery of the true character§and instincts of men
by the developments and appearances of their
bodies, is merely a frivolous amusement, if such a
study ceases for a moment to be a serious one, or
if it is merely a distraction for enthusiasts, for
" people whose ‘love of the marvellous becomes an
insatiable greed,—it is in every way damnable and to
be discouraged, because it results infallibly in super-
stition and error. Bur if it is based upon truth,
men cannot give themselves up to the study with too
much energy, not only on account of the material
advantages to be derived therefrom, but because it is
an important factor in the considerations which lead
to the education of cur childrer, who alone represent
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40 CHEIROSOPHY.

by a contraction of the flexor, and non-development of
the extensor muscles the human infant hides its thumb
in the palm of its hands until its w// shall have
developed itself and put itself into exercise, and a
test of complex ‘“will organization ” is to be found in
an early and complete development of extensor action.

We must not lose sight of the enormous importance
of the thumb in the ceconomy of the hand [vide Note *,
p. 37), an importance which is excellently expressed
by Galen [Op. cit., book 1.], when he says:—* For
suppose, the thumb were not placed, as it is, in oppo-
sition to the other four fingers, but that all the five
were ranged in the same line; is it not evident that
in this case their number would be useless? For in
order to have a firm hold of anything it is necessary
either to grasp it all round, or at any rate to grasp it
at two opposite points, neither of which would have
been possible if all the five fingers had been placed in
the same plane; but the end is now fully attainable,
simply in consequence of the position of the thumb,
which is so placed, and has exactly such a degree of
motion as by a slight inclination to be easily made to
co-operate with any one of the four fingers.” *® I have
already quoted another passage in which Galen refers
to this importance of the thumb. [Note %, p. 37.]

I have dwelt upon these anatomical details, because
the form of the bones, their consistency, and the
development of the muscles depend almost entirely

% ¢ Quid namecque si nullus digitis quatuor, ut nunc habet,
opponeretur, sed consequentur omnes quincque sub una recti
lined essent facti? Nonne perspicuum est eorum tunc multi-
tudinem fore inutilem? Quandoquidem quod tuto fideliterque
apprehenditur, aut undique circulo, aut omnino ex locis duobus
contrariis, comprehendatur oportet. Id quod periisset, si omnes
sub und rect lined uno ordine facti fuissent digiti, Verumtamen
hoc ipsum, digito uno aliis opposito, diligenter servatum est.
Qui quidem positione et motu ita habet, ut parva omnino flexione
curvatus, cum singulis quatuor oppositis actionem perficiat.”
























48 CHEIROSOPHY,

without the sense of touch.?® And the sense of touch
does not only determine size, shape, and pressure ;
it alone of all the senses can appreciate differences of
temperature, heat and cold.
€ 45. The two great senses, therefore, which reside in
ai “T“'f;;';tm‘ the skin, are those of fouch and of flemperature. In
touching a body we employ the organs best adapted
for the purpose, namely the hands; and we can re-
cognise the object touched with closed eyes, with more
or less certainty; in the hands this power is very
perfect, and is the more perfect the nearer we approach
to the tips of the fingers, where the skin is the most
sensitive.™
q 48, The skin itself consists of three layers. Upon the
IHE:IP“‘::?&M. cellular tissue wunder the skin lies the first skin [or
dermis], which is of a tolerably compact nature.
Its surface consists of a greater or less number of
cylindrical or conical protuberances, which are called
papille. Upon the dermis lies the mucous layer, which
consists of a great number of small microscopic cells,

® ARISTOTLE, IIEPI TA ZQA 'IZTOPION, BiSA. A, Kegh. %.:—
“Eicl 8 ai (alolijoes) mhelorar kal wap ds ovdepla palverar lios
érépa, wévre Tov dapifpdv, 8yus, dxon, bodpyots, yelois, dPi. . . .
Qv yap dpoiws wacw Urdpyovew, (alofices) dANd rois pév Taoa
rois 8'e\drrovs. Tiw 8¢ wéumrye alofnow Tiv agiy xalovutvyy
xal T'd\\a warr' Exer $@a.” “Tdow 88 Tois {@os diorbnos pla
Urdpyet kowd pévn 7 api bote kal & @ (alirn) poply ylveafar
wégpuxey dvdwupby éoriv.” Bih. AL, Keg. v'. And thle Parallel
passage of Cuvier runs :—** Lesens extérieur le plus géncral est
le toucher, son siége est a la peau, membrane envelf}ppﬂ.nl: le
corps entier. . . . Beaucoup d’animaux manquent q’orml]es et de
narines ; plusieurs d'yeux : il y en a qui sont rr:dmtf au tnu.cher
lequel ne mangue jamais."—G. CUVIER, *“Le Régne Animal
distribué d’ aprés son organization” (Paris, 1828). :

% To those of my readers who desire to go deeper into the
relationship between the sense of Touch and the hand, I would
recommend Dr. Arthur Kollmann’s work *‘ Der Tasl-app:l.ra:c der
Hand der menschlichen Rassen und der Affen in seiner Entwicke-
lung und Gliederung ™ (Ilamburg und Leipzig, Z. Foss 1883)
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the tactile corpuscles, namely, long globules [pacinian
bodies], in the hollows of which the nerve fibres
terminate. In short, in the entire surface of the skin
there exist terminal apparatus of a peculiar kind for
the sensory nerves, and if we ‘wish to follow the
action of sensation further physiologically, we must
start with the excitement of a nerve fibre which ends
in a definite part of the skin, and follow the course of
the excitement to the brain. The course of the nerve
between brain and skin, along which the excitement
passes, can be followed anatomically with a certain
degree of exactness. A nervous fibre which ends in
the skin forms, as far as its union with the spinal cord
or brain, a long fine continuous thread. The fibres
which terminate in the skin very soon unite in small
branches, and finally in thick nerve trunks, before they
enter the central organ of the nervous system, buf [prac-
tically] #n no case do two nervous fibres coalesce in these
nerve branches. 'We may, therefore, assume that every
part of the skin is provided with isolafed connections
with the centre of the nervous system, which are united
there just as telegraph lines unite at a terminus.
Julius Bernstein is not the only writer who has
likened the nervous system to an electric telegraph,
and undoubtedly it is an extremely happy simile, for,
the brain being the fountain head of the life, without
it we should be dead to all impressions, physical or
mental ; thus, if a blow strikes the leg, the nerves
there terminating, instantly carry to the brain the
intelligence of a blow having been received, and this
communication constitutes the sense of feeling ; if the
nerve is divided between the leg and the brain there
is no telegraph to convey the news, and the brain, the
sensitive power, has no intelligence of the blow, which
consequently does not hurt the recipient.?

% ). Desbarrolles, in the fifteenth edition of his work already
cited [note ®, p. 67], gives a striking and absolute proof of thig
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the infant absolutely powerless. There occur certain
congenital imperfections in early childhood which re-
quire surgical assistance, but the infant will make no
direct effort with its hand to repel the instrument, or
disturb the dressing, as it will do at a somewhat later
period.” This is a very interesting illustration of the
gradual development of the sense of touch, cornmencing
at points of the highest vascularity.

Finally, let us remember the indications of disease
which are afforded by the hands, indications which [un-
less we are in error| emanate directly from the brain
by means of this nerve-communication of which we
have said so much. “Cutaneous phenomena,” says
Georget, 10 “ yegulated by the influence of the brain, though
they are less clearly evident than some others, are
none the less real and worthy to fix the attention of the
observer.” 1 have before called attention to the
manner in which the temperature of the hands an-
nounces indisposition : the signs of various illnesses
which we find in the hands, and which are all noticed

_ in their proper places during the course of this work,
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are numerous and convineing.

Not to multiply instances, we may cite the symp-
tom of approaching leprosy, which is found in the
stiffening of the first finger, and the fact that among
scrofulous persons we always find a thick first finger
and short nails. Filbert nails, as a sign of a tendency to
consumption, are well known, and always recognized.

We must, I am afraid, dismiss, with other similar
superstitions of the old doctors, the statement, made
by Avicenna, that short fingers indicate weakness of
the liver.!

* GEORGET, “ Physiologie du Systéme Nerveux” (Paris, 1821) :
—*1es Phénomeénes cutanés dfferminds par linfluence cérdbrale,
quoique moins évidents que dans plusieurs organes, sont pourtant
réels et dignes de fixer l'attention de I'observateur.”

Y AVICENNZE, *‘ Liber Canonis de Medicinis Cordialibus,
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admire, numerate, confess, repent, fear, . . . and what
not ? we find a variety and multiplication which might
well be the envy of the tongue ” ;% and further on, in
the same chapter, he expressly names cheiromancy,
giving a few of its indications and adding :—* I call you
yourself to witness whether with this science a man
may not pass with reputation and favour in every
company.” ® In France, besides Montaigne, Honoré
de Balzac has given great attention to the subject.
Théophile Gautier calls special attention to the fact
in his work, ‘“Honoré de Balzac” (Paris, 1860,
p- 165), and certainly we find long passages on the
science in Balzac's “ Comédie Humaine,”% to which I
beg particularly to refer the reader, and in the course of
which he remarks :—* To foretell to a man the events
of his life, from the aspects of his hand, is not a thing

% ¢t Fssais de Montaigne, suivis de sa corréspondance et de la
servitude volontaire d’Estienne de la Boétie,” etc. (Paris, 1854) ;
“ Apologie de Raimond Sebond,” vol. ., p. 282, book ii., ch. xii.:—
“ Quoy des mains ? nous requerons, nous promettons, appelons,
congedions, menageons, prions, supplions, nions, refusons, inter-
rogeons, admirons, nombrons, confessons, repentons, craignons,
vergoignons, doubtons, intruisons, commandons, incitons, en-
courageons, jurons, tesmoignons, accusons, condamnons, absolvons,
injurions, mesprisons, desfions, despitons, flattons, applaudissons,
benissons, humilions, mocquons, reconcilions, recommendons,
exaltons, festoyons, resjouissons, complaignons, attristons, des-
confortons. desesperons, estonnons, escrions, taisons, et quoy non ?
d'une variation et multiplication, a I'envy de la langue.”

® ¢ J] ne fault scavoir que le lien de Mars loge au milieu du
triangle de la main, celuy de Venus au poulce, et de Mercure au
petit doigt ; et que quand la mensale coupe le tubercle de I'en-
seigneur, c’est signe de cruauté ; quand elle fault soubs le mitoyen
et que la moyenne naturelle faict un angle avecques la vitale
soubs mesme endroict, que c'est signe d’'une mort miserable, etc.
Je vous apelle vous mesme & tesmoing, si avecques cette science
un homme ne peult passer, avec reputation et faveur, parmy toutes
compaignies.”—OP. CIT., ch, xii., p. 470, vol. ii. :

o Alphonse Pags,  Pensées de Balzac extraites de la Comédie
Flumaine ” (Paris, 1366), livre v., La Société ; cap. vi,, “ Sciences
Occultes,”
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kinds of philosophical inquiry, and all that practical
knowledge which guides our conduct in life, pre-
suppose such an established order in the succession
of events as enables us to form conjectures concern-
ing the future from the observation of the past.”
Philosophy, therefore, aims at ascertaining the esta-
blished conjunctions which, in their turn, establish the
order of the universe; the result of possible com-
binations of future events become known to us by
means of those arfificial combinations of present cir-
cumstances which are known to us by the name of
experiments ; and as Dugald Stewart, in the same work,
has remarked :—“ Knowledge of the laws of nature is
to be attained omly by experiment, for there is no
actual connection between two events which enable
us to form an a priori reasoning.’* [vide § 89 and go.]

Herbert Spencer, in his “Study of Sociology”
[London, 1873], deals very ably and interestingly with
this point in his chapter [IL], entitled, “Is there a
Social Science,” at the end of which he says:—*“In
brief, then, the alternative positions are these. On the
one hand, if there is no natural causation throughout
the actions of incorporated humanity, government and
legislation are absurd. Acts of Parliament may, as
well as not, be made to depend on the drawing of lots
or the tossing of a coin ; or rather, there may as well
be none at all ; social sequences having no ascertain-
able order, no effect can be counted upon ; everything
is chaotic. On the other hand, if there is natural
causation, then the combination of forces by which

6 Balzac says on this point :—‘‘ Que certains étres aient le
pouvoir d'apercevoir les faits 4 venir dans le germe des causes,
comme le grand inventeur apercoit une industrie, une science, dans
un effet naturel inapergu du vulgaire ; ce n'est plus une de ces
violentes exceptions qui font rumeur, c'est I'effet d'une faculté 7e-
connue, et qui serait en quelque sorte le sonnambulisme de Iesprit.
Si donc cette proposition, sur laquelle reposent les différentes
maniéres de déchiffrer I'avenir, semble absurde, le fait est 1a.”
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regards physiognomy, the expression of the face can
be varied at will, and by constant attention the features
may be permanently set into an entirely misleading
expression ; but the hand, no; the hand cannot be
altered, be the effort to do so ever so strong. “ For
the hand has its physiognomy like the face, only, as
this particular physiognomy reflects only the immov-
able basis of the intelligence, it has all the immobility
of a material symbol. Mirror of the sensations of the
soul, of the heart, of the senses, and of the spirit,—the
physiognomy of the face has all the charms of variety ;
but, as to a certain extent, it may be dominated by the
will ; nothing can guarantee to us the truth of its
revelations, whilst the hand preserves invariably the
same expression, whatever it may be, of our natural
bent;’ % and Balzac, in the work I have recently
quoted, has been struck by the same thing; for he
says :(—‘“ We acquire the faculty of imposing silence
upon our lips, upon our eyes, upon our eyebrows, and
upon our forehead; the hand does nof dissemble, and no
feature is more expressive than the hand.*® The hand
has a thousand ways of being dry, moist, burning, icy,
soft, hard, unctuous, it palpitates, it perspires, it
hardens, it softens. In fact, it presents an inexplicable
phenomenon that one is tempted to name the incarna-

% D'ARPENTIGNY, *‘ La Science de la Main"” (Paris, 1865),
P: 94

% The physiognomist Lavater, in the work I have already
quoted, Note™, p. 69, continues the passage I have there
noticed by saying:—‘La main est . .. un object de Ia
physionomie, un objet d’autant plus significatif, et d'autant plus
frappant parce-que la main ne peut pas dissimuler, et que sa
mobilité le trahit a chaque instant. Je dis qu'elle ne peut pas
dissimuler, car I'hypocrite le plus raffiné, le fourbe le plus exercé,
ne saurait altérer ni la forme, ni les contours, ni les proportions,
ni les muscles de sa main, ou seulement d’une section de sa main ;
il ne saurait la soustraire aux yeux de l'observateur qu'en la

cachant tout-a- fait,"
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T79. It must not, however, be thought that I object, in
V“l‘:;:i:;‘;‘“ the slightest degree, to the scepticism with which the
science is frequently received; on the contrary, the
sceptic acts towards Cheirosophy in the relation that
darkness bears to light, 7.e., it brings it into prominence,
and, indeed, is the main evidence of its existence ; for,
as without shadow, light could not be proved to exist,
so without scepticism the truths of Cheirosophy
would be lost in the unquestioned presence of their
evident and eminent reality,
< 80. In all my arguments on this science I have strenu-
;mit:l; ::in ously endeavoured to avoid that irritation and impa-
argument,  tience which is too often the inseparable concomitant
of argument. ‘““Along with the irrational hope so con-
spicuously shown by every party having a new project
for the furtherance of human welfare, there habitually
goes this irrational irritation in the presence of stern
truths which negative sanguine anticipations. Be it
« « . some plan for reforming men by teaching; . . .
anything like calm consideration of probabilities as
estimated from experience is excluded by this eager-
ness for an immediate result ; and, instead of submis-
sion to the necessities of things, there comes vexation,
felt, if not expressed, against them, or against those
who point them out, or against both.” 7 I have
laboured to avoid this fault by courting adverse
criticism with a thankful appreciation of its value.
81, Some persons there are who actually look upon the
Wﬂii‘::i':;fhﬂf science as something wicked and uncanny, averring
that it is not to be permitted to presumptuous man
to read the secrets of the Most High.
T8, That such a line of argument should be taken up by
Degeneration of even the most narrow-minded sectarians, can only
the science: L esult from the evil repute into which the science at
one time undoubtedly fell,—a state of things which

™ [ERBERT SPENCER, *‘ Study of Sociology " (London, 1873),
cLap. vil, ** Emotional Subjective Difficulties,”
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what mode of reasoning I know not,—that Cheirosophy
argues a disbelief in the existence of a Deity, and of a
future state ; on the contrary, it constantly brings before
the student the evidences of an all-powerful Agency,
and constantly directs his thoughts, both to the imme-
diate future, which concerns us all so nearly, and to
the ultimate future, which should concern us still more.
As Desbarrolles has said, at p. 484 of his magnum
opus ;7—“They wish to impede the progress of Cheiro-
mancy, under the pretext that it is wrong to go beyond
the limits of natural knowledge ; but do not specfacies,
which restore to the sight the vigour of youth, tres-
pass beyond the limits of nature ? must they, on that
account, be proscribed ? and microscopes, which make
visible the invisible ? and telescopes, which reveal the
nature of the heavens ? ” [vide ¥ ™2.]

I do not deny that there is a painful side to the
science : that the knowledge which we obtain is often
terrible and saddening, betraying the faults and the
misfortunes of our friends, as well as our own, and
often dissipating our most fondly-cherished illusions ;
but who dares to deny the inestimable value of the
science ? The astronomer, in the observatory, predicts
a storm, the means whereby the sailor’s life may be
endangered [not his certain death], and the sailor
does not embark; a few days or hours later the
storm supervenes, and the sailor’s life is not wasted.
So the Cheirosophist predicts a blow by the observation
of the tendencies which will bring about a misfortune ;
the subject takes steps to escape it, and the blow
falls harmless. Aristotle spoke truly when he said,
“ Homo sapiens dominabitur astris.”” The astronomer
warns by the promptings of astrology, the influence
of the heavenly bodies upon the earth ; the astro-
logical Cheiromant will tell us that he also warns

™ ApRIEN DESBARROLLES,  Mystéresde la Main.” Révéla-
tions complétes. Suite et Fin (Paris, 1879).
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science :—“ It is as unscientific to gauge the
credibility of moral phenomena by physical tests as
it would be to attempt to demonstrate physical
phenomena by arguments drawn from the region of
moral speculation . . . the logical lesson to be learnt
from this is, Study them more closely, and endeavour
to get at their explanation; the scienfific conclusion
actually drawn is, We cannot explain them, ergo they
are all humbug ! I venture tosay that this conclusion
will satisfy those alone who have never studied the
history of science, and who are, therefore, not aware
that every addition to our knowledge has been made
in the teeth of scientific opposition.” It seems to me’
to be a very easily conceivable thing to realize that
all these indications are brought about by what we may
call, for the sake of definition, “Currents of Impression,”
by the agency of the highly sensitive nerve fluid to
which I have referred at length, which comes directly
from the brain, and is amassed in the greatest quantity
in the palm of the hand. Now, this constant passing
action of a fluid endued with this great power must of
necessity act upon the delicate tissues in which it
works, just as the continued drop of water, or the
constantly recurring footstep wears away the hardest
granite ; and, knowing that this powerful agency is
incessantly at work in the exquisitely sensitive palm
of the hand, which is [as my whole argument has
continued to show] the most important auxiliary of
the sense of touch, is it rational to say that the lines
there found are the result of ‘‘accident,” and that
Omnipotent Nature [which ¢ does nothing in vain” |
does not direct or control the clearly designated
features of her most sensitive organ ?

It is often considered the leading argument on the
charlatanry of the science, that the Cheirosophist
claims to predict a future malady, and even the time
of the death of the subject whose hand he holds in
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under examination may so bridle himself as to obviate
the results [if bad] which will in all probability
supervene if permitted so to do.” Thus the Cheiro-
DeE?trl::Lt:' on sophist can say with Demosthenes :—* You need not
pry into the future; but assure yourselves it will be
disastrous unless you attend to your duty, and are
willing to act as becomes you.” 7
5 mlgf-'::“tm The th:le question of prediction turns, as will be
* seen, on this question of the doctrine which lays down
the proposition that the fiufure is the result of the
present, and that the result of present circumstances
[7.e., the future] may be foreseen by minds specially
trained to the minute analysis that this requires. It
turns also on the question whether the future evists
or not, that is to say, does “ the middle of next week ”
exist af this moment, or does it only come into actual
existence as the time comes round; if it does mof
exist [.e., if we could be suddenly projected * into
the middle of next week,” and were to find chaos,
nothing (if such a state is remotely conceivable) ], then
it is simply manufactured by present events, and is at

" Balzac on this point says :—** Remarquez que prédire les
gros événements de 'avenir n’est pas pour le voyant un tour de
force plus extraordinaire que celui de deviner le passé. Le
passé, l'avenir sont également impossibles a savoir, dans le
systeme des incrédules. Si les événements accomplis ont laissé
des traces, il est vraisemblable d'imaginer gue les &vénements d
venir ont leurs racines [v. sup.]. Dés qu'un diseur de bonne
aventure vous explique minutieusement les faits connus de vous
seul dans votre vie antérieure, il peut vous dire les événements
que produiront les causes existantes. Dans le monde naturel les
mémes effets s'y doivent retrouver avec les différences propres a
leurs divers milieux. "

%0 yap firra wor' forat 86l oxomely, dAN' Tt pall’ Qv uj
wpocExnTe, Tols wpdymace, TOv wobv kal T& wpoohKkovTa TOLEY
E0ENYT’, €D elbivar,"—AHMOZOENOTE KATA $IAIIIIIOT. A'.
And again: Elol 7olvur Twis ol 77" éfeMéyxew Tdv wapbvra
olovrar émeddr épwricwot, 7L olv xph woww; ols éyw pév 7o
Swcatbraror kal d\nbéorarov Toliro dmukpwoluar Tabra uf) wowew
& »wvl moweire,—IIEPI TQN EN XEPZONHZQ (38),
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of the sixteenth century, I have only retained certain
signs which, repeated by all authorities, deserved some
consideration ; I have found them to be correct, and 1
have adopted them ; but I mustadd that since the first
edition of my book [now some ten years since] I have
not found, in the innumerable applications I have
made of them, a single instance in which I could
recognize their exactness.” And, in his larger and later
work, he continues, It is good to seek for the meanings
of popular traditions; there is always evidence of a
something which has preserved the idea from oblivion.
Good sense is often hidden beneath the cloak of folly,
and the people gather them together; but adepts
should apply themselves to the separation of the
nuggets from the dross.” M. le Capitaine d’ Arpentigny
has an almost parallel passage in his work, ‘“La
Science de la Main,” and so it must be with us. In
the following pages 1 have carefully excluded every
indication of which I have not, by my own repeated
experiences, recognized the reliability ; it is only after
experience that the Cheirosophic student will be able
to decipher these apparently inexplicable signs. It is
in this manner that Cheiromancy has survived all the
other so-called “‘arts of divination”; many of the older
Cheiromants turned their attention to other occult
sciences,™ but their works on Cheiromancy are the
only ones which command attention at the present day.

The time has come when the sciences which aim
at reading the character of man from the indications
of his body have become the objects of assiduous and
scientific study, and of carefully directed research.
At the end of the last century Johann Casper

" Thus Cocles and Tricasso both wrote works on Geomancy,
or the practice of divination by the chance coincidences of objects,
yiz, i—TRICASSO DA CESARI, “Geomantia di Pietro d’ Abano
nuovamente tradottata per il Tricasso Mantuano ” (Curtio Troia-

no di Navo) 1542 ; and BARTHELEMY COCLEs, “La Geomantia
nuovissimamente tradotta ” (Venice, 1550)
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JamesWatt, Isaac Newton, and Galvani to the discovery
of steam, the laws of gravitation, and of galvanism.b4

We must remember that chemistry and astronomy
had both their origin in pursuits which were looked
upon as evil and occult sciences, and we may, I think,
safely say with Honoré de Balzac, “In the present
day so many established and authentic facfs have
been developed from occult sciences, that one day
these sciences [7.e., those of so-called divination] will
be professed as nowadays men profess chemistry and
astronomy | ” 84a

“The self-complacent stolidity of /azy incredulity,”
says Noel, ““is invincible,” and this is epigrammatically
true ; the jeers of ignorant sceptics remind me always
of the objectionable youth in the gallery at the play-
house, who, disapproving [he knows not why] of the
performance, or not understanding the pabulum offered
upon the stage to his debilitated intellect, finds expres-
sion for his feelings in profanity and ‘ cat-calls.” The
laughter of people who have not given to this science
a moment's rational thought, is to me as reasonable
as if persons who have been born blind were to
laugh at people who have that gift of sight of
which they know nothing; the keen-sighted person
only pities the blind man, and in like manner. . . . ?
How much less cause still would the blind man
have to laugh if his blindness resulted only from
his own laziness which refused to see. Of course,
a great factor in the ridicule and abuse with which
the science meets is the incapacity which exists in
a majority of minds to grasp the complex com-
binations of a science so deep as Cheirosophy.
A perfect illustration of this is Herbert Spencer’s
old gentleman, who expresses authoritatively his

Ms Some most interesting notes on these points may be found
in Sir Lyon Playfair's ¢ Speech on the second reading of Mr.
Reed's Bill for the total suppression of scientific experiments upon
animals” (London, 1883), subsequently printed in pamphlet form.
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difficult, if not impossible®® DBut these orders of
phenomena are not, therefore, excluded from the
conception of science. In geology, in biology, in
psychology, most of the previsions are qualitative
only ; and where they are quantitative, their quantita-
tiveness, never quite definite, is mostly very indefinite.
Nevertheless, we unhesitatingly class these previsions
as scientific.” The above arguments point to what
I think may some day be the line of reasoning which
will lead to the physiological explanation of Cheiro-
sophy ; but, even if the indications cannot be accounted
for, it does not alter the fact that they absolutely ARE.

The MateriaLism of the age stands in our way;
the materialism which seeks to ‘“account for ” every-
thing, and which commences the process by doubting
everything ; the materialism which bids fair to lead us
to doubt the existence of mind, of soul, of everything.
“ Of all the truths we Znow,” says Dugald Stewart,5
““ the existence of the mind is the most certain. Even
the system of Berkeley concerning the non-existence of
matter is far more conceivable than that nothing but
matter exists in the universe.” And this same thought
has been expressed by Francis Bacon, who commences
his essay “ Of Atheism” [1612] thus :—“ I had rather
believe all the fables of the ‘Legend’ and the
‘Talmud’ and the ¢ Alcoran,’ than that this universal
frame is without a mind.” Doubt of the existence of
mind [soul] is one of the least evils of this “ fashion-
able materialism.” 1 have had it hurled at me, in
defence of materialist views, that electricity and steam
are the outcomes of nineteenth-century materialism ;
but I have also heard it very ably debated that
these very forces are ruining us by the facilities
they afford for living at a headlong pace, that is

8 HERBERT SPENCER, Op. cit., chap. ii., p. 45.
% DUGALD STEWART, “ Elements of the Philosophy of the
Human Mind " (London, 3 vols, 4to, 1792, 1814, and 1827).
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of this science which is rising to the top of the crucible
of knowledge, whence its dross and foreign impurities
are passing away, volatilized by the blast-furnace of
Common Sense.

- There is also an astounding tendency among sceptics
to declare, if they can find nothing else in the way of
objection, that the “subject” is ‘“in the swim,” and
agrees with the Cheirosophist so as to produce an
effect upon a credulous audience.’ Such ignorant
incredulity as this is beneath our notice ; but scientific
and rational scepticism is the most valuable factor in
the establishment of the science, for it shows us where
our case requires strengthening, and by its reasonable
counter-hypotheses shows us where we can strengthen
the line of argument, which thus becomes every day
stronger and stronger. Fas est ab hoste doceri !

Again, it is a common thing for me to hear people
say that this is a subject unworthy the attention of
scientific men on accountofits triviality. Unfortunately,
the opinion expressed in Bacon's essay “ Of Super-
stition,” viz. :—“ The master of superstition is the
people, and in all superstition wise men follow fools,
and arguments are fitted to practise in a reverse order,”
was a painfully correct one, and its truth is evident
even to-day. Wise men will not, as a rule, take the
trouble to investigate even so pertinent a matter as

#® When Dr. Esdaile made his now celebrated experiments
and investigations in mesmerism as an ansesthetic in the Calcutta
hospital, cutting out tumours, amputating limbs, and performing
terrible operations on patients who had merely been thrown into
an hypnotic trance, without the administration of any other
angesthetic, there were not wanting persons who stated that the
patients kad been brided not to scream under the agonies that they
suffered. A full account of these most fascinatingly interesting
experiences may be found in Dr. Esdaile’s works, *“ Mesmerism in
India, and its practical application in Surgery and Medicine ”
(London, 1846), and **The Introduction of Mesmerism (with
the sanction of Government) into the Hospitals of India™

London, 2nd edition, 1856).
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accurate description of mental conditions; the preju-
dices which arise from reverence for great opposing
authorities and local traditions ; and a deeply rooted
penchant to run after, and, so to speak, to “swallow
whole ” any opinions, etc., which may be in their very
nature singular or paradoxical, a readiness to believe
improbabilities, like that of the Levantine family,
who insisted on believing that “The Arabian Nights ”
were true histories,

Now I have done. Experfo crede! “1 have said all
that I think necessary, and trust you will adopt that
course which is best for the community and for
yourselves.” 90 Believe, 1 pray you, intelligent
reader, that the science I have done my best to
place before you, in its highest state of development,
in the following pages, and which I have endea-
voured to explain and prepare you for in the
foregoing argument, is no idle pastime, is no frivolous
passe-temps, is no exercise of assurance ; but that this
little work is a simple manual towards the interpreta-
tion of one of the pages of the greater Book of Nature ;
and that, seeing yourself as no one else sees you, and
understanding the characters of those among whom
your lot in life is cast, you may, in promoting the
welfare of the individual, be advancing the welfare of
the community ; and that you may appreciate the
privileges, with a due regard for the responsibilities

of the Cheirosophist.
Fuely 13¢h, 1885,

® BAYLE ST. Joun, “ Two Years' Residence in a Levantine

Family ” (London, 1850).
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I have divided the one great subject of cheirosophy
into its two constituent and companion elements of
cheirognomy and cheiromancy.

Cheirognomy, therefore, is that branch of the
science of the hand which enables us, by a mere
superficial observation of the exterior formations and
appearance of the hands, and by the impressions
produced by them on the senses of vision and of
touch, to arrive at an accurate estimate of the
character, disposition, and natural propensities of any
individual in whose presence we may find ourselves.
It is of the highest importance that the student of
cheirosophy should first master this very important
branch; for what is more obvious than that the
character and tendency of the mind and the natural
inclinations of the subject?? under examination should
so materially influence his actions, manner, and speech,
his physical and moral bases of life, and the events ot
his existence, that by getting at the former by the
aspect of his hands the knowledge of the latter
follows almost of itself ?

Again, it will be borne in mind that the cheiro-
gnomy of a subject—that is to say, the shape of his (or
her) hands—is often hereditary and inborn, the physio-
logical legacy of a long line of ancestors, whose
characters and peculiarities of mind he may possibly
inherit (as Aristotle has pointed out in his treatise on
the “Generation of Animals’'9), whilst the lines, signs,
and mounts of the palm—that is to say, the cheiro-
mancy of a subject—are more often the results of the
external and internal influences, such as the astral and

®2 By the word “ sulject” throughout this work, I mean the
person whose hands are, for the moment, under examination.
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SUB-SECTION 1,

CONCERNING THE HAND IN GENERAL AND THE INDICA-
TIONS AFFORDED BY THE ASPECTS AND CONDITIONS
OF 1ITS VARIOUS PARTS IN PARTICULAR.

9 110, To whatever type a hand may belong, there are

ﬂ.‘l'f},?z;“" certain aspects and formations of its constituent parts
which materially affect the tendencies indicated by
the development of that particular type, and these
aspects and conditions must be carefully considered
in the preliminary examination of that hand. Such
are the developments and formations of the palm, the
hngcrs, the joints, the thumb, the relative size and
proportions of the whole hand and of its constituent
parts, all of which matters must be observed care-
fully, to arrive at the true influence of the developed,
or mainly developed, type ; and to explain the indica-
tions which are read in these circumstances and
conditions is the aim of the present sub-section.

TuE PALM. § 1. Zhe Palm of the Hand.

« 111, In the first place, you will notice the formation and
Its Indications, ¢ha physiological conditions of the palm. In it are
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qualities ; the third phalanx dominating the others
betrays love of form and conventionality, vanity in
art, and a strong desire for wealth.

The development of the first [or upper] joint will give
to this finger research and love of perfection and finish
in art, whilst a prominence of the second [or lower]
joint will indicate a love and appreciation of riches.

If the fourth [or little] finger is long [i.e., reaching to
the middle of the nailed phalanx of the middle finger]
it indicates a search after knowledge, a love of educa-
tion, and a desire to perfect oneself in all kinds of
learning, Such a subject will gather quickly the
principia of a science, and [from the eloquence and
powers of expression, denoted by a development of
this finger] can discourse and converse with ease on
any subject he has ever taken up. If the finger is as
long as the third itself, the owner of the hand will be

+ a philosopher and a savant, unless the whole hand is

T 241,
Pointed fourth
finger.

q 242,
Square little
finger.

bad, when this formation denotes cunning and ruse.
In the rare cases where the little finger is so long as
to reach the top of the second finger, the indication
is that the love of science will dominate every fatality
of the life, and will surmount every obstacle which
may be thrown in his way. If, on the other hand,
the finger is very short, it betokens a very quick
perception and power of grasping things and reason-
ing them out with rapidity.

A pointed little finger indicates intuition in applied
and occult sciences, perspicacity, cunning, and elo-
quence, which can be brought into requisition ta
discourse about the veriest nothings. Such subjects
make by far the best “after-dinner speakers” and
complimentary orators,

Squareness of this finger tip denotes reason in
science, love of research and discovery, combined
with logic, good sense, and facility of expression
when there is need for it.
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present, however, a few of the elementary rules of
this branch cannot fail to be of use and interest to
the student of Cheirosophy, as being in a high degree
germane to the considerations wherewith we are in
this volume occupying our attention,

To keep the hands always tightly closed denotes
secretiveness, and not unfrequently a tendency to
untruth. To keep them closed in this manner even
when walking betrays timidity and avarice, whilst to
carry the hands continually open indicates liberality
and openness of disposition.

To let the hands hang carelessly and loosely by the
sides betokens laziness, restlessness, and olten a sus-
picious disposition,

If in walking you keep the hands clasped, swinging
them to and fro, it shows promptness and impetuosity
of character, whilst to keep the hands motionless by
the sides betrays dignity and reserve. To keep them
absolutely and studiously impassive denotes vanity,
conceit, and often falsehood.

If when the body is at rest the fingers are con-
stantly tapping together, it denotes lightness, dreami-
ness, and fantasy. If they beat together strongly, it
indicates promptitude and decision of opinion, whilst, if
they tremble, it usually denotes [unless the subject is
nervous and highly strung, when it is a natural con-
sequence| folly and often want of principle.

Gaule [vide note %7, p. 110] points out the fact that “the
often clapping and folding of the handes note covetous,
and their much moving in speech loquacious;” two
indications which, though correct, partake rather too
much of the nature of truisms.

§ 12. The Finger Nails.

There existed formerly an extremely ancient art
of divination termed Onychomancy, or Divination by
the Finger Nails, Into the study of this art much of
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SUB-SECTION II.

THE SEVEN TYPES OF HANDS, AND THEIR SEVERAL
CHARACTERISTICS,

Viewep by the light of the science of Cheirognomy,
all hands belong either to one of six principal classes,
or else to a seventh, which is composed of the hands
which cannot be rightly classed in any of the other
six. These, as determined by M. le Capitaine S.
d’Arpentigny, are as follows:—
I. The Elementary, or Necessary Hand,

II. The Spatulate, or Active Hand.

III. The Conical, or Artistic Hand.

IV. The Square, or Useful Hand.

V. The Knotty, or Philosophic Hand.

VI. The Pointed, or Psychic Hand.

To these are added [as I have said| a seventh,
which is not so much a type by itself as a combina-
tion of several. This class comprises those hands
which seem to represent more than one type, and are
consequently known in Cheirognomy as

VII. Mixed Hands,






























« 281,
Spatulate-
handed nations,

q 282,
Talents of the

type,

« 283,

Excess of the
formation,

284,
Perversion of the
success of the

LYpC,

145 . CHEIROGNOMY.

but the ideas and practice thereof are essentially Pro-
testant.

The North American is the embodiment. of this
spatulate type, with his advanced notions, his indus-
try, perseverance, and cunning, his economy, caution,
and calculation; and as a result of many of these
characteristics, we find the type largely represented in
Scotland, far more generally indeed than in England,
as a moment’s consideration will prove to be natural,
[M. d’Arpentigny devotes a complete chapter of his
work (vide note ™, p. 145) to the consideration of the
English hand, during the course of which he presents
his readers with a highly interesting and very care-
fully-worked-out analysis of the English character,
as demonstrated by the prevailing characteristics of
the English hand, the mistakes of which analysis one
loses sight of in the general shrewdness of the essay. ]

It is to the spatulate type, therefore, that we owe
nearly all our great men in the world of physical
exertion, of active enterprise, and of applied science ;
their watchwords being, from first to last, energy,
movement, hardihood, and perseverance.

The excess of this type [i.e., a too highly developed
spatulation of the finger tips] will produce a tyranni-

" cal desire for action, and a tendency to be constantly

worrying and urging other people to increased acti-
vity. Such subjects are constantly finding fault, and
their freedom of manner and liberty of thought and
expression know no bounds. This excess will also
give brusquerie and roughness of manner, especi-
ally when the line of life is thin and red; but a
good line of heart and well-developed Mount of
Venus will reduce these significations to those of
a rough good-nature.

When a hand whose spatulate development is thus
in excess has the joints developed and a small thumb,
the indication will be that of unsuccessfulness in
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nothing unless the phalanx of will is long in the
thumb, in which case he will make himself carry out

his plans [unless, of course, he can get some @ne else
to carry them out for him],

§ 3. The Conical, or Ariistic Hand.

This hand is, in its appearance and in the charaec-
teristics of the type which it represents, a great
contrast to the one whose consideration we have just
relinquished.

It is subject also to three variations of formation
and concomitant characteristics which modify the
indications of the type as regards the ends to which
it works. Firstly, a supple hand with a small
thumb and a developed though still medium palm,
This hand is drawn invariably to what is actually
beautiful in art. Secondly, a large hand, rather thick
and short, with a large thumb. This hand is endued
with a desire of wealth, grandeur, and good fortune.
And, thirdly, a large and very firm hand, the palm
highly developed. This formation indicates a strong
tendency to sensuality. All three are governed by
inspiration, and are absolutely unfit for physical and
mechanical pursuits; but the first goes into a scheme
enthusiastically, the second cunningly, and the third
with an aim towards self-gratification.

Hands of this type always present the following
form [modified, of course, by the conditions enumerated
in the last paragraph]: the fingers, slightly broad and
large at the third [or lowest] phalanx, grow gradually
thinner, till the tips of the first [or nailed] phalanges
terminate in a cone [as in Plate IIL]. The thumb is
generally small and the palm fairly developed.

Such a subject will be ruled by impulse and
instinct rather than by reason or calculation, and will
always be attracted at once by the beautiful aspects
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extravagance, his purse, which is closed hermetically to
his creditors, is always at the service of his friends. He
1s most sensitive to blame or suspicion, and greatly
touched by friendship and kindness. Such subjects
will conform to law [so long as it does not interfere with
them], because they cannot take the trouble to rebel
against it ; but they will not brook political despotism
which interferes with their comfort, in which cases
they will rush enthusiastically to the exiremes of
republicanism, socialism, and nihilism,

Very often in an artistic nature I have found only
the defects of the type, sensuality, laziness, egotism,
eccentricity, cynicism, dissipation, incapacity for con-
centration, cunning, falsehood, and exaggeration—a
formidable list truly, but a moment’s thought will
show how easily they may become the besetting sins
of an artistic nature. In these cases the hands are
large and very firm, the palm highly developed, the
Mount of Venus high, and the third [or lowest]
phalanx of the fingers always thick and large.

Subjects of the artistic type are not nearly so
capable of constancy in love as their square or spatu-
late brethren and sisters [vide supra, § 271], for they
are so apt to fall in love on impulse, and without
consideration, whereas with the spatulate, true love,
[as are all other subjects,] is a matter of reason and
calculation. Again, subjects of the artistic type are, to
a great extent, incapable of warm, platonic affection,
—filial, paternal, or otherwise,—for in all their emo-
tions they seek the pleasure of the senses rather than
the mental and moral satisfactions of attachment.

Beauty is the guiding principle of these hands, bnt
were the world to be entirely populated by them,
want of foresight, folly, splendid poverty, and the
fanaticism of form would be universal. The artistic
type may, therefore, be summed up thus; its pre-
vailing characteristics are love of the beautiful, pre-
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We find the same submission to authority in the
character of subjects of the spatulate type, but with
them it arises from another cause. The spatulate
subject submits from personal love of his superior, to
whom he naturally attaches himself, whilst the square-
handed subject submits from admiration of the prin-
ciples of constituted authority. The dictator must
be powerful to obtain the allegiance of the spatulate
subject; he need only be properly constituted to be
sure of the allegiance of the square.

They cherish their privileges, preferring them to
complete liberty ; and they have a passion for varied
experience, which they are always ready to pay for,
preferring acquired knowledge to intuitive perception.

A Croix mystique [vide § 696] in a square hand will
give it calm and reasonable religion.

They are slaves to arrangement—that is, they have
a place for everything, and everything is in its
place; unless their fingers have also the joints de-
veloped, it is quite possible [if not probable] that
their rooms and cupboards may be outwardly very
untidy, but, nevertheless, they always know where
everything is. Their books, of which they keep
catalogues and indexes, are inscribed with their
names and the date of acquisition, and are arranged
more in subjects than in sizes, though they love to
see them in even sizes as much as possible. They
are natty and handy with their fingers, neat and well
brushed in their persons, polite and courteous in their
manners, whilst they are great sticklers for the or
dinances of etiquette,

As a rule, they will only comprehend things as far
as they can positively see them, having themselves
far too well under control to allow themselves to
launch into enthusiasm; they are, therefore, strong
disciplinarians, prome to details, fond of minutiae.
Their course of life is regular and pre-arranged,
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talent and cultivation, though without sycophancy ;
they are fond of arithmetical calculations, though
very often not clever at them themselves, unless their
thumbs be large, and the Line of Apollo [vide p. 261]
absent, which are signs which always betray a talent
for mathematics, They are good talkers, listeners,
and entertainers ; they make many acquaintances, but
few friends. They do not require men to be sociable
so much as blind to the faults of themselves and others.

When the fingers, besides being square, are de-
cidedly smooth, the subject will take poetical views
of things material and useful, and will affect the
study of moral sciences, philosophy, metaphysics,
and the like. He will have the instincts of art, and
require truth therein : in poetry he will require
rhythm, form, and period. Such a mind is well
regulated, and he will check a natural tendency to
enthusiasm.

The smooth, square hand, is one of the cleverest
that exist; love of frufh in matters which concern
itself is one of its first principles, &uf if the line of
head come down upon the Mount of the Moon [vide
infrd, 9 583], this instinet will often be annulled,
especially if the line is forked, but there will always
be an order and a method in the chimaras to which
such a subject is irresistibly addicted, which gives
them a strong semblance of truth.

A square hand, if it has the first joint developed,
will have the great advantage over its fellows of the
type, of a sincerity, a love of progress and justice
which elevates it above the defects of its elass. Its
calm and cool research after truth will cause it to
require reason in matters of art, and to object to
anything oufre or unaccustomed. Law and rule are
the necessities of its life.

If both joints are developed, it will indicate a great
love of elegant sciences, of the studies of botany,
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The appearance of the hands of this type is most

ltsappearance. qistinctive. A large elastic palm, both joints de-
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veloped, the outer phalanx presenting the mixed
appearance of the square and of the conic finger tips.
This formation, combined with the development of
the first or upper joint, gives the finger tips an oval,
clubbed appearance, which is rather ugly, but very
characteristic. The thumb is always large, having
its two phalanges [those of will and of logic] of
exactly the same length, indicating a balancing pro-
portion of will and common sense [vide Plate V.].

The great characteristics indicated by this type of .
hand are—analysis, meditation, philosophy, deduction,
poetry of reason, independence, often deism and
democracy, and the search after, and love of, the
abstract and absolute truth. The development of
the joints gives this hand calculation, method, and
deduction ; the quasi-conic formation of the ex-
terior phalanx gives it the instinct of poetry in
the abstract, and beauty in things real ; and the
thumb gives it perseverance in its metaphysical
studies. In all things these subjects desire truth
more than beauty, and prefer the meaning of a
csentiment to the manner in which it is expressed :
thus, their literature is remarkable for its clearness,
its utility, and its variety as opposed to that of the
square type, which [vide suprd, 9 305-6] is notable
principally for its finish and regularity of style,
and they are great lovers and students of the pure
sciences — whether moral, physical, aesthetic, or
experimental.

Such subjects like to account for everything, to
know the reason of everything, whether physical,
metaphysical, physiological, or psychic; their ideas
they form for themselves, without caring in the least
for those of other people ; their convictions—religious,
social, and otherwise—are only acquired as the result
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conic [or artistic] hand, whose joints are developed,
will search after truth in matters appertaining to art,
and will speculate upon, and analyze the means of
attaining the f#ruly beautiful.

If the philosophic hand is small, it thinks and
reasons from the heart, studying the entireties of
matters which present themselves in masses; if
large, and with a proportionate thumb, it thinks and
reasons with the head, studying the analysis of those
masses, but the result is always the same.

Attained possibly by different means, the end is
always identical, “ En tout cherchez le vrai,” and in
all things directed by reason, and by common sense
directed by will. Reason is the guiding principle
of these hands, but, were the world wholly populated
by them, fanatical reasoning and unregulated doubt
and liberty of opinions would be universal,

§ 6. The Pointed, or Psychic Hand.

We have now reached the consideration of the
most beautiful and delicate, but, alas! the most
useless and impractical type of hand. This hand is,
unfortunately, rare, but when you do see it you cannot
help remarking it, and will therefore recognize it at
once by its description.

It is very small and delicate, having a thin palm,
smooth, fine fingers, long and delicately pointed, [as
in Plate VI.] or with its joints only just indicated by
a very slight swelling. It has generally a pretty little
thumb.

To these subjects belong the domains of the
beautiful ideal, the land of dreams, of Utopian ideas,
and of artistic fervour ; they have the delicacy and
true instinct of art of the conic hand, without its bad
points, its sensualism, its egotism, and its worldliness.
They are guided only by their idealism, by impulse,
by their instinct of right in the abstract, and by their
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romance, but will not seek to paint ideas which
convey an impression of fruth. Such subjects have
no instinct of real life, nor are they [as the absence of
joints would denote, (vide 9 118,)] orderly in them-
selves or in their ideas.

As 1 have said before, [vide suprd, 9 278,] these
hands are nof the exclusive inheritance of noble
birth ; we find them in all classes of life from the
highest to the lowest, and wherever and whenever
they are found their characteristics are the same,
worldly uselessness, with eesthetic perfection and
poetry of soul in their highest state of development.
Soul is with them the first consideration; form or
treatment is with them subordinate to subject; as is
also execution to idea: amongst all classes they are
respected for their very incomprehensibility.

The excess of this type [i.e., when the exaggeration
of the pointedness is extremely marked] produces
romancers, posturists, fanatics of wvarious kinds,
persons prone to fantasies and ecstasies, foolhardi-
ness and deceitfulness, and often mysticism. If the
line of heart is strong we find in this case excess of
affection, which is carried to an extreme, and affecta-
tion of manner.

The luxurious dreaming Orientals are almost
exclusively of this type. Among them we find

spiritualists, mediums, and all the so-called *“ weak-

minded ¥ devotees of psychical science, who accept
all that is told them without investigation or analysis,
and are therefore the easy prey of ‘spiritualistic”
impostors.  In countries where such hands pre-
dominate and hold the reins of government we
find that rule is maintained by superstition, by the
priests, and by fetichism.

These subjects can, however, see beauty and good
in every form of rule and government from Autocracy
to Republicanism, and in every form of belief from
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With both joints developed, a psychic hand will lose
much of its exaltation of character by mingling it with
calculation, reason, positivism, and the faculty of inven-
tion, at the same time it cannot complete and develop its
inventions and calculations itself, but leaves them un-
finished for square and spatulate hands to work out.

Such a subject, unless his thumb is large, will be
prone to discontentedness, doubt, fear, and dejection ;
and also, with a weak hand, will be Utopian and
revolutionary in his views from his very instinct of
calculation. These jointed hands of the psychic type
have often all, their spirit of spontaneous impulse
annulled or levelled ; their artistic intuitions are spoilt
by their instincts of calculation and invention, but s#//,
in that calculation and invention the old inspiration
and intuition will make itself felt and apparent.

Sometimes a hand of the pointed type is hard.
This will betoken an artistic use of strength, as in
the case of dancers, jugglers, acrobats, and the like,

& 7. The Mixed Hand.

It is here that the task of the cheirognomist becomes
most difficult, calls forth all his intuitive perception
and skill of analysis, and gives him the greatest diffi-
culty in putting his perceptions into words.

The mixed hand is that one of which the shape is
so uncertain, as to resemble, even to possibility of
confusion, more than one type. Thus, an artistic hand
may be so marked in its conicality as to become almost
psychic; a square hand may be confounded with a
spatulate ; or, having developed joints and a quasi-
conic tip, may be mistaken for a philosophic, and so on
ad infinitum. In such cases the cheirosophist must
so combine, mentally, the tendencies of both types
represented, as to arrive at a true analysis of the
character of the subject under examination,
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where the idealism of a pointed hand is modified and
subdued to reason by the fusion of the square hand,
such a hand combining imagery and reason,

A common form of mixed hand is that which com-
bines the artistic and the elementary ; and this becomes
more comprehensible if you have followed what I said
anent those two types; for, as I have pointed out, the
intelligence of art or music, and the worship of the
beautiful, are the only feelings to which the true ele-
mentary hand is at all susceptible, and the artistic
hand, by the exaggeration of its failings, may often
degenerate into the artistice-elementary. Such a hand
will betoken a vacillating, unreliable, apathetic cha-
racter, without sympathy for the misfortunes, or
gratification at the good luck of others. Such people
are rude poets, superstitious, and very sensitive to
bodily pain. Such hands denote activity by their
hardness, and credulity by their pointed tips.

Hands of the artistico-elementary type are softer
and narrower than those of the purely elementary
variety, their fingers are thick and smooth, the thumb
gross and conic, the hands closing more easily than they
open. Their prevailing instincts are selfishness and
greed ; they are not good at manual labour or in-
dustry of any sort, but they excel in negotiations and
schemes of self-aggrandisement. It is this hand that
we find in its highest state of development among the
low-class commercial races of the Jews.

The ignorant enthusiasm which I attributed to the
Vendeans |9 326] with their love of ease and repcse,
is the natural result of a step further in this direction—
7.¢., the mixture of the elementary with the psychic
hand. A hand half psychic and half elementary will
rive us innocence and want of capacity for self-protec-
tion. Such subjects will be constantly deceived by the
unprincipled. They have no head for business, but
only a desire for a quiet, passive, Arcadian life, unin-
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SUB-SECTION III,

THE CHEIROGNOMY OF THE FEMALE HAND,

. ArL that I have said in the preceding sub-sections

must [it should be understood] be taken to apply to
woman as well as to man ; but at the same time the
cheirosophist must take into consideration the vast
differences of constitution which exist between the
sexes, and which, in fact, constitute the base of the
relative positions in which they stand to one another.

For without these differences that perfect com-
bination—that of the male and female mind—could
not be formed. The physical energy of the man
absolutely requires the passive, instinctive tact of the
woman to make his energy of any use to him. Thus
the woman originates an idea, but the man carries out
its active principles. The man will create, what the
woman has imagined. The idea of the woman is
generally rough, undefined, and vague; by its
passage through the man’s brain it becomes clear,
defined, and practicable. A man cannot acquire the
woman’s tact and instinctive intelligence without
losing much of his virile power, and in like manner
a woman cannot educate her mind to develop the
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by knowledge, more by quickness of brain than by
rapidity of action, and more by imagination and in-
tuition than by judgment or combination.

When a woman has knotty fingers, she is less
impressionable, less imaginative, less tasteful, less
fantastic, and more reasonable,

If a woman have a large thumb, she is more in-
telligent than intuitively quick. If she have a small
thumb, she is quicker in expedient than intelligent in
action. The first will have a taste for history, the
second for romance.

With a large thumb, a woman will be sensible and
cautious in affairs of the heart. Love is with her a
“ goodly estate” and not a passion. She will be more
apt to make a mariage de convenance than if her thumb
be small. She will be sagacious, easy of conquest,
or else unapproachable. There is no medium, for she
will never descend to coquetry or jealousy.

If a woman have a small thumb, she will be more
capricious, more coquetfe, more prone to jealousy,
more fascinating, and more seductive than if she have
a large thumb. If the rest of her hanz is weak, her
character may also be weak, uncertain, irritable, and
careless ; now enthusiastic, new despondent and
apathetic ; whilst, confiding and naive, it is impossible
for her to keep a secret. With her, love is a passion,
an emotion, powerful and fervid. She will demand
an undivided fidelity, and a sentimental, romantic
form of adoration.

The elementary hand is never [or hardly ever]
found amongst women. Their natural intelligence,
the cares of maternity, the exquisite and complicated
physical constitutions of women requiring a higher
instinct, a greater intuitive intelligence than is ever
constitutionally necessary to man. Consequently, in
countries where, amongst the men, the elementary
type predominates, the women always have the upper
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affairs of the heart; they like men to be distingunished
without being eccentric, spirited without being wild,
quiet, self-confident, and self-contained, untinged by
jealousy or inconstancy ; they are particularly careful
of social observance, and fly from anything extra-
ordinary, or worse still, sulgar! 1If, however, the
squareness is too pronounced we find a fussy, dis-
ciplinarian disposition, eminently respectable, but
horribly irritating to live with,

With a large thumb and square or spatulate
fingers we find the tyrannical, “ worrying ” woman,
impatient of control, loud-voiced, and abusive of
power when it is entrusted to her.

A little rosy, soft, smooth hand, thin, but not bony,
and with little joints slightly developed, indicates a
vivacious, sparkling little woman, To win her you
must be bright, clever, witty, spontaneous, amusing ;
in affairs of Jla grande passion you must be quick
and sparkling, rather than romantic and sentimental,
as you must be with the conic-fingered woman.

With the latter you must be ardent, timid, self-
assured, humble ; explaining, excusing, justifying all
things. Such women are generally indolent, fantastic,
and strongly inclined to sensuality.

With slight, smooth, pointed fingers, a small thumb,
and a narrow palm, we find in the subject the highest
romanticism and ideality as regards affairs of the world
[for which they are eminently unsuited| and of the
heart [in which their ideal is never attained]. Pleasure
is with them more a matter of heart and soul than of
physical emotion : they combine fervour and indo-
lence, and they have the utmost disregard for the
conventionalities and realities of life ; they are more
prone to excessive piety and superstitious worship
than to real devotion. Genius is a thing with them
infinitely superior to common sense, and from the
height of their radiant idealism they look down upon
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mination of his hands] should very greatly influence,
cven if it does not absolutely bring about, the events
which are recorded in his palms, so that, as I have
said 9% 106-8], a glance at the fingers and thumb
will nearly always explain anything which appears
doubtful in the palm, and by making a preliminary
cheirognomic examination of a subject, the cheiro-
mantic examination will be rendered very much clearer
and easier of interpretation. Therefore, as we shall
immediately see, I shall combine cheirognomy with
cheiromancy far more than I combined cheiromancy
with cheirognomy, [because we had not yet entered
upon the consideration of this more complicated
branch,] with a view to rendering my exposition
easier of remembrance.

We shall consider in turn the mounts and the lines
of the palm, with the signs and other modifications
which it is necessary to bear in mind; but first,
we must arrive at a complete understanding of the
various parts of the hand, of the lines traced in the
palm, and of the names by which they are known
to cheirosophists.

And 1 take this opportunity of pointing out that the
names given to the Mounts [those of the principal
planets] are not given to them by reason of any
astrologic signification which they were at one time
supposed to bear, but because we have been accus-
tomed to connect certain characteristics with certain
gods of the pagan mythology, and because it is there-
fore convenient to give to the formations of the hand
which reveal certain characteristics, the names of the
particular gods whose characteristics those were; a
principle obviously moze reasonable than to describe
geographically in every instance the locality [in the
hand] of the formation which it is desired to designate ;
a course which would inevitably culminate in a con-
tusion only to be expected from the continual reitera-
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SUB-SECTION L.

N CXPLANATION OF THE MAP OF THE HAND [PLATE viL.]s

‘“ Est pollex Veneris ; sed Juppiter indice gaudet,
Saturnus medium ; Sol medicumque tenet,
Hinc Stilbon minimum ; ferientem candida Luna
Possidet ; in cavea Mars sua castra tenet.'”

On Plate VII. you will find a complete map of the
hand, whereon is written the specific and technical
name given to each part thereof, the mounts Being
indicated in their proper position by the planetary
signs [¢. %. h. ®. ¥. &. and ).] for the-sake of
brevity and clearness.

The thumb is consecrated to Venus [ ¢ ], and at its
base will be found the Mount of Venus, surrounded

"2 These verses are of immense antiquity, and I quote them as
a heading to this sub-section, as they convey all that is required
to be known as to the localities of the mounts in the palm.
Their translation is as follows :—* The thumb is the finger of
Venus, but Jupiter delights in the first finger [indice], Saturn
holds the second finger [#edinm], and Apollo the third [medicam].
Mercury [S#i/ben] is here at the smallest finger, and the chaste
Moon occupies the percussion [ferienten] ; in the hollow of the
hand Mars holds his camp.” Some of these terms require
explanation : “ #ndice,” the first or index-finger, so called from
its use in pointing or indicating ; ** medium,” the middle finger,
so called by persons who count the thumb as one of the jrue
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SUB-SECTION 1II.

GENERAL PRINCIPLES TO BE BORNE IN MIND.

§ 1. As lo the Mounts.

TuE mount, which is the highest in the hand, will

GENERAL

PrinNcIPLES,

THE MousTts

« 397.
The leading

[as we shall scc] give the keynote to the character of mount and the
the subject, and will be the first thing sought for; and !esser mounts

when the characteristics are thus pronounced by the
development of a particular mount, the lesser [but
still noticeable| development of another mount will
indicate that the characteristics of the lesser will
influence those of the greater, modifying, and in a
manner perfecting, those of the reigning development.

You will seldom find that a subject has only one
mount developed, and you must bear in mind in all
cases that the modifying characteristics must be con-
sidered in reading the primary indications of the
principal mount.

A characteristic betrayed by a prevailing mount
can never lie dormant in a subject; opportunities
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tion of the tendency or event which it indicates,
and the cause of the danger must be found in the
aspect of the mounts, and other lines of the palm, or
the development and formations of the whole hand,
In the same way the indication of prudence in the
second joint of the thumb will go far towards modify-
ing an evil prognostic, which may be found in the
palm.
9 420. When any principal line is accompanied throughout
Sister lines.  it5 course by a second line lying close to it, the
principal line is greatly strengthened and benefited
by this “sister line,” as it is called. The consecu-
tiveness of the sister will contradict the evils fore-
shadowed by a break in the principal line, [vide 9
531], but if both are broken, the evils are the more
certainly to be feared [Fig. 2, Plate VIIL].
€421, If the hand is covered with a multiplicity, a
v‘i;-‘" ﬂ'i‘:“;{;l;:““ network of little lines which cross one another in all
directions, it betrays a mental agitation and dissatis-
faction with one's surroundings and oneself, It is
always the outcome of a highly nervous temperament ;
and in a soft spatulate hand these little lines denote
hypochondria.
q 422. A fork at the end of a line is often a good sign, for
F“’L‘ritfi:e"d it increases the powers of the lines without carrying
them too far. At the same time it often indicates a
~duplicity in connection with the qualities of the line
[vide § 589] [Fig. 3].
€423, When the fork is reduplicated so as to form a tassel
Tasselledatend. 4t the end of the line, the indication is bad, denoting
feebleness and nervous palpitation of the organ
represented [Fig. 4].
€424, All branches rising from a line increase its good
‘“":::cﬂ':dgi:“d indications, whereas all descending branches accentuate
- 8
branches.  jts bad qualities. Ascending branches indicate rich-
ness, abundance of the qualities appertaining to a line ;
thus on the line of heart they denote warmth of
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SUB-SECTION III.

THE MOLUNTS OF THE HANDS.

I wmave indicated at W9 373-9 where the various
mounts should be placed. The prevailing mount is the
first thing to be observed in the palm of a hand, and it
must be sought for with a careful regard to the general
principles laid down in Sub-section I., § 1. In this
sub-section we shall carefully consider the indications
afforded by each mount in succession, as well as those
of some of the principal combinations of mounts,

§ 1. The Mount of Jupiter [%].

The predominance of this mount in a hand denotes
a genuine and reverential feeling of religion, a worthy
and high ambition, honour, gaiety, and a love of
nature. It also denotes a love of display, of cere-
mony, and of pomp, and is, consequently, generally
developed in the hands of public entertainers of any
sort. Such subjects talk loudly, are extremely self-
confident, are just and well-minded, gallant and
extravagant, and are always impetuous without being
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possessor a greater or a Jess degree of success, glory,
celebrity, and brilliancy of fo-tune, denoting, as it
does, genius, intelligence, tolerance, and wealth, the
characteristics of the type being self-confidence, beauty,
grace, and tolerance in all things.

Such subjects are inventive and imitative, being
often great discoverers. Their principal failings are,
quick temper [though not of long duration] and a
certain incapacity for very close friendships, though
they are generally benevolent and generous, even
devoted were it not for the inseparable strain of fickle-
ness. Proud and eloquent on matters of art, they
love anything which is brilliant, such as jewellery
and the more ornamental forms of worship, for they
are religious from a gratitude for blessings received
rather than from a superstitious reverence. They
make stern and unrelenting judges, and their love is
more affectionate than sensual.

These Apollonian subjects love to shine before the
world, and not to be the cynosures of a small circle of
admirers, though they hate the idea of ostentation or
undeserved glory ; they will not explain themselves
in dogmatizing unless they think their audiences are
sympathetic, refusing to waste words on ignorant
cavillers, or to persuade people to accept their
opinions. In marriage they are, unfortunately, very
often unlucky, for their ideal, their standard of ex-
cellence, is unreasonably high.

The normal development of a hand bearing this
mount high shows smooth fingers, with the tips
mixed [#ide p. 170] or slightly squared ; the palm of
an equal length with the fingers, a well-marked
phalanx of logic, and either one very deep, or three
strong lines upon the mount.

If the mount is developed to excess it indicates a
love of wealth and of extravagance in expenditure,
instincts of luxury, fatuity, envy, and curiosity, a quick,
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cheiromants have affirmed that a woman having
this mount well rayed is sure to marry a doctor, or, at
any rate, a man of science. If the lines on the mount
merely take the form of little flecks and dashes, it is a
practically sure indication of a babbling, chattering
disposition,

Lines on the percussion—i.e., on the edge of the
hand, between the base of the little finger and the line
of heart—indicate /iaisons, or serious affairs of the
heart if horizontal, [i.e., parallel with the line of the
heart,] each line denoting a separate laison or love
affair, a single deep line denoting one strong and
lasting affection.™® If wvertical they denote, almost
invariably, the number of children which the subject
has had, De Peruchio lays down the rule that if
they are strong they denote boys, if faint, girls; and
if they are short or indistinct the children are either
dead or not yet born. Several vertical lines on the
percussion, crossed by a line which starts from a star
upon the mount, betrays sterility, whilst a marriage
line, ending abruptly by a star, indicates a marriage
or /iaison of short duration, terminated by death.

The mount quite smooth and unlined indicates a
cool, determined, and constant condition of mind. A
grille upon the mount is a dangerous prognostic of a
violent death, a circle also placed upon the mount
indicating that it will be by water. A spot upon the
mount indicates an error or misfortune in business,

If the mount is high, and the hand contain a long
line of Apollo, the commercial instinct will work itself
out in speculation rather than in recognized and per-
severing commerce,

18 Tpsula in qualibet brevium linearum que percussionem
transcurrunt et stupii consuetudinem denotant [vide [ 678-0]
ostendit consuetudinem cum propinquo vel etiam incestum. In-
sula in Linei Saturnif denotat adulterinm quod felicem vel in-
felicem fert fortunam sicut fausta vel infausta linea.
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argument, strife of words, and mockery. An equal
development of the Mounts of Saturn and Mars
gives cynicism, audacity of belief and opinion, and
want of moral sense; we find, in fact, in this case,
the energy of Mars rousing to action the usually
latent evil qualities of Saturn.

§ 6. The Mount of the Moon [j].

The attributes of this mount, when found pre-
dominant in a hand, are imagination, melancholy,
chastity, poetry of soul, and a love of mystery,
solitude, and silence, with a tendency to reverie
and imagination. To it belongs also the domain of
harmony in music, as opposed to the melody, which
is the special attribute [as we shall see] of the
Mount of Venus.

Such subjects are generally capricious and change-
able, egoists, and inclined to be idle; their imagi-
nation often makes them hypochondriacal, and their
abstraction often causes them to develop the faculty
of presentiment, giving them intuition, prophetic in-
stincts, and dreams. They are fond of voyages by
reason of their restlessness, they are more mystic
than religious, phlegmatic in habit, fantastic, and given
to romance in matters of art and literature. They
make generally the best rhymists, but they have no
self-confidence, no perseverance, and no powers of
expression in speech. They are much given to
capricious marriages, which astonish their friends,
from disparity of years, or something of the kind.

These hands are generally swollen and soft, with
short, smooth, and pointed fingers, and a short phalanx
of logic. For the influence of the mount to be alto-
gether good, it should be fuller at the base [near the
wrist] than at the top [near the Mount of Mars] cr
in the centre. Excessive fulness in the exact centre
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SUB-SECTION 1V,

TIIE LINES IN THE HAND. Tug Lines,
I suarr consider and discuss each line in turn, 9 522.
: A : F by Simplicity of the
according to its relative importance. T'he great study.

difficulty about the consideration of the linés in the
acquirement of the dogma of cheirosophy, is that the
amount of details to be learnt by heart is apparently
enormous. It is not, however, the case, a7 will be
found when we reach the end of this sub-section, for,
as a matter of fact, a complete knowledge of cheiro-
mancy depends merely on a complete comprehension
of the indications of the three principal lines—head,
heart, and life. It is the aspect and condition of
these lines, and the methods and causes of their
disarrangements and subdivisions, which, properly

observed, afford us all the information we can possibly
require,

§ 1. The Line of Life. Lixe oF Lire.
This line should be long, completely encircling the € 528.
ball of the thumb [Mount of Venus], strong, not too _Froper

conditions,
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PrLATE XI1.—MODIFICATIONS OF THE PRINCIPAL LINES.














































































253 CHEIROMANCY,

star on the first phalanx of the finger, we have the
indication of the worst possible fortune, ending in a
violent death, probably on the scaffold. The line
»should just extend from the top of the rascette to the
centre of the Mount of Saturn ; reaching to the jointure
of the finger and palm, or-penetrating into the rascette
is a bad sign, being a sure indication of misery.

Stopped at lines Starting from the rascette, and stopped at the
of head or heart. Jine of heart, indicates a misfortune arising from a

9 602.
Starting short,

603,
Broken in
quadrangle,

7 604,

Age on the line
of fate.

disappointment in love; or, in a weak hand, heart-
disease. Similarly stopped at the line of head, the
misfortune will arise from an error of calculation, or
from an illness of the head.

If it only sfart from the line of head it denotes
labour, pain, and ill-health, unless the line of head
is very good, when it will be an indication of fortune
,acquired late in life by the intelligence of the subject.
Shorter still,—+.e., from the quadrangle to the Mount
of Saturn,—the indications are still more unfortunate,
being . of great sorrows, and even of imprisonment.
The evil prognostications of a line which goes into the
third phalanx of the finger of Saturn may be averted
by the presence of a square [vide § 669] on the mount.

If the line is stopped in the quadrangle, and then
starts again at the line of heart, ending its course
upon the mount, it denotes that though the luck will
be obstructed and retarded, it will not be permanently
spoilt, and the position in life will not be lost; and
this is especially certain if a good line of Apollo be
found in the hand.

And this brings us to the indications of age on the
line of Saturn. The line starts from its base, and on
it [as in Plate XI.] one can tell by its breaks, and so on,
approximately the ages at which events have occurred
in a life : it must, however, be premised that these
indications are not anything like as sure as those of
the line of life. From the base of the line to the line


































































SUB-SECTION VI

5”’“‘",”1‘“" THE THE SIGNS UPON THE FINGERS.
FiNGERS,

In the preceding sub-section we have dealt only
with the signs found upon the palm of the hand.
We have also to consider the lines and signs which
find themselves traced upon the fingers, which signs
have also their special significations.

. Lines on the first phalanx of a finger always

I"'”*;h‘:?;;f'ﬁr“ denote a weakness or failing of the quality of the
finger. If the lines are twisted and confused they
foreshadow danger to the subject from the qualities
of the finger. A single deep ray on the first phalanx
of a finger indicates an idealism or folly connected
with the quality.

T 709, Lines from the first into the second phalanges
Lines connecting ,nite a5 it were, the worlds of idealism and reason,
the phalanges. 4 ;

[vide 9] 146,] causing the subject to mix a certain
amount of reason with all the promptings of his















SUB-SECTION VII,

THE TRIANGLE, THE QUADRANGLE, AND THE RASCETTE,

§ 1. The Triangle.

The triangle [called also the Triangle of Mars, from
the fact that it is filled by the Plain of Mars] is the
name given to the triangular space enclosed between
the lines of life, head, and health., 'When [as is often
the case, vide 9 629,] the line of health is not present
in a hand, or so very badly traced as to be almost
invisible, its place must be supplied by an imaginary
line drawn from the base of the line of life to the end
of the line of head, or, this side of the triangle may
be formed of the line of Apollo.

Though it must be considered as a whole, still each
part of the triangle has its special signification ; thus,
it is composed of the vpPER aAncLE formed by the

Tue TRIANGLE,

«q 737,

Its position and
constructiom.

9 738.

Its composition
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< 809.
Uselessness of
the science with-
out knowledge
of how to
practise it.

SUB-SECTION X.

MODUS OPERANDI,

Many years ago 1 bought at a marine store a second-
hand sextant. I was not going a long journey, and I
had absolutely no need of the sextant, but I bought
it because it was a beautifully finished instrument,
because there was something strange, incomprehen-
sible, mysterious, and therefore fascinating, about it,
and because 1t was very cheap. When I had got it I
did not know what to do with it ; I could not use it, for
I knew not how, and following the ordinary course of
things, it was put away to get rusty and impracticable,
without ever having been of the slightest use to me.
I mention this apparently irrelevant circumstance
because whenever I see a work on cheirosophy in
the possession of any one I always think of my sextant,
and wonder whether they, too, having taken up the
science of cheirosophy because it is strange, ap-
parently incomprehensible, mysterious [to them,] and
Ltherefore fascinating, have any idea of how to put
their knowledge into operation, or whether, after
playing inquisitively with the science for a time, they
will let it lie by and become rusty and useless. It is
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