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e T TES

12 INFLUENZA.

system (as contrasted with the more motor secondary
paralytic influences of the diphtheric poison) is endorsed
by Dr. Symes Thompson in a recent Gresham lecture on
the subject of * Influenza.”

I perfectly well remember the great Influenza epidemio
of 1847-8, as I was at that time assisting in the surgery of
my father, then a practitioner in this East Anglian distriet ;
and I have a lively remembrance of the widespread pre-
valence of severe illness, and of the excessive amount of
work entailed thereby upon him, as well as the very large
amount of dispensing of medicines which fell to my lot in
consequence of this. A large portion of the population in
his distriet was then more or less affected by the prevailing
disease, and I also well remember how largely severe nasal
and frontal catarrh, with headache, formed a main symptom
of the cases; how urgent was often the sensation of severe
illness produced; and how much more was “bronchitis”
and free bronchial secretion a constant phenomenon of the
attack (as also stuted by Sir Thomas Watson of the epi-
demie of 1837) than has been observed in the epidemics of
either 1878 or 1890-1. How severe was this 1847
epidemic may be noted by the fact that the deaths
attributed to Influenza in 1847 were 4,881, and in 1848,—
7,963, —numbers enormously in excess of those of any
other years from 1838 to 1889. Indeed, in this latter
year, just preceding this recent outbrealk, such deaths
were at their mininum, and were only 55. Asin 1847, so
in 1890, the first cases appeared in the month of

November.


















































































































































































































































































































































































