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FOR HORSE-OWNERS 55

Return of sight can only be prognosticated after having
ascertained this,

Anzmia.—In a loose sense this term is employed to
indicate an impoverished condition of the body, denoted by
pallor of the membranes lining the eyelids and cheeks,
ete.,, along with general unthviftiness, and as such it is
common.

In reality the word means a deficiency in the total
amount of colouring matter in the blood. Under this
meaning of the term, we believe that we are fairly correct
in saying that there is no great amount of evidence to
show that horses are sufferers from anwemia, though its
occurrence is quite possible in this animal,

Anatomy, Elementary, of Horse.
A. Tre SkeriroN.—The bony framework of the horse
comprises a number of vertebral segments forming the back-

bone, to.which the hind limbs are, indircctly, united by
means of the pelvie girdle or basin bone.

The fore limbs, on the other hand, are merely slung on
to the trunk through the medium of flesh (muscle).

The two hind'limbs correspond to the legs of man, while
the fore ones are represented by the arms of the latter, so
that, strictly speaking, the horse only possesses two legs.

The bones of the neck (cervical vertebrae) are seven in
number, the first one being termed the atlas (carrying the
head, instead of the world) ; the second the awis.

The articulation of the former bone with the condyles of
the head allows the  fodding” movements, while with the
latter it enables the head to rotate upon its axis.

The remaining five bones articulate amongst themselves,













































































































































































































































Fig. 32.—INTESTINAL CONCRETIONS FROM HORSE, VERY MUCH REDUCED,

1, Round Concretion ; 2, Angular Concretion, with smooth surface ; 3, Elongated form ; 4 and 5 show the differences of r‘

external surfaces,
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146 VETERINARY MANUAL

assumption of unnecessary pain—cruelty ; therefore we
find that the operation is, in England at least, tabulated as
& criminal offence. The horses in the English Army are
not docked. It is well enough known that a horse, having
an uncut tail, has the advantage of being able to use it
against flies, etc., while out grazing in summer.

It is equally true that docking does, to a very great
extent, improve the appearances of hacks, cobs, hunters,
etce.

The simple method of removing the long hairs close to
the tip of the tail is deemed all that we are warranted
in doing. There is little doubt as to the fact of docking
being largely carried on in all parts of the country, while
the prosecutions by the R.S.P.C.A. for the performance of
this operation must surely be very few as compared with
the number of horses docked yearly. While the author
regards docking as a decided improvement to some animals,
he believes that few, if any, men could justly proclaim it as
being indispensable or even necessary. This does not of
course imply the mere removal of hair from the tail. The
author considers that the docking and castration of colts
simultaneously is a dangerous and cruel operation, and no
matter whoever performs such, whether he be vetermarian or
not, ought to receive severe condemnation and punishment.

The docking of a horse should be carried out in the most
expeditious manner by those who are determined upon
carrying it out. Many Horse Societies now forbid it.

The hind limbs should be *shackled” around the neck
by means of a short stout rope, a very sharp docking knife
used, and a single cut should sever the ““dock.” Bleeding
can be stopped with “searing iron,” or by previously tying
with string. It must be understood that the usual plan is to
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158 VETERINARY MANUAL

powdered corrosive sublimate, by rolling it up as little points,
formed out of this and tissue paper. Three or four may be
inserted into the tumour. This treatment causes ‘ slough-
ing,” which must be continued until the mass disappears,
Another plan consists in putting a tight piece of round
elastic (catapult elastic) around the root of the swelling, and
keeping the dead and dying part clean with wound lotion,

Elbow, Wounds of.—For the treatment of these
the reader is referred to Wounds, but it must be mentioned

that there is a special tendency for a wound about this part
to suck in air, if the horse is allowed to go on working, and
the wound unheeded. The reason of this is because the
skin hangs loosely about here, readily affording a favourite
entry for air, while the movements of the limb afford a
suction-like action. From here the air may be diffused
beneath the skin to other and distant parts, giving the
animal a very uncanny and bloated appearance. In such, |

we would require to snip the skin at various points so as :
to give the air egress. ¢
Hunters are occasionally affected. K

y

. Endocarditis.—(Se Heart, Inflammation of Valves.) ?
}

Enteritis.—(Sec Intestines, Inflammation of.)

Epilepsy.—This should hardly find a place amongst
every-day ailments of the horse, because such it is not in
this animal. As it may occur, however, a word or two
regarding it may not be amiss,

When a fit is about to come on, the muscles of the face
begin to quiver, and this soon extends to a quivering and
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350 VETERINARY MANUAL

at the hoof, but passes into its interior, covering the pedal
bone, and is known as the foot-skin, or in technical language
the Pododerm, from which the hoof is formed.
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Flg 43.—THE FOOT AND ITS PROTECTIVE ORGANS,

(1) Skin., (2) Coronary Cushion. (3) Perioplic Band.

The skin covering the body is composed of three distinct
layers, known as follows :—

1. The Epidermis (of which the hoof is a modification)
may be regarded as a protective tissue, composed of more or
less flattened cells, the outermost layers of which are con-
tinuously being thrown off, constituting the cuticle. It is
the deeper layers of cells which multiply.

2. The Dermis.—This is the principal layer of the skin.
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360 VETERINARY MANUAL

Fig. 49.—GROUND SURFACE OF FOOT AFTER REMOVAL OF HOOF.

(1) Middle Cleft of Fleshy Frog. (2) Bulbous Part of Perioplic"
Band. (3) Velvet Tissue of Frog. (4) Leaves of Bars. (5) Velvet
Tissue of Sole.

Charlicr Shoes (Preplantar Shoes).—This is a system of
shoeing introduced by a Parisian veterinary surgeon named
Charlier during the year 1865.

A special form of knife, rasp, and nails are the necessary
appliances for fitting the shoes,

Neither sole, frog, nor bars are touched when adjusting a
Charlier shoe.

The short Charlier shoe, .e, a tip round the front
portiﬂﬁ of the foot, is the modification now in use.

As the shoe is only the same width as the wall, it
requires some skill in its application, the nailing demanding
exceedingly skilful workmanship. For hunters, hacks, and
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364 VETERINARY MANUAL

otherwise. They are sold in sizes to suit the various forms
of feet,

““ Bar ”-pads are very useful to prevent slipping ou frosty
roads, or road-slipping from other causes.

Fig. §3.—BAR PAD. Fig. 54.—SHEATHER’S PATENT
PNEUMATIC PAD.

These bar-pads have a leather sole, excepting at the back
portion, which is rubber. A short shoe only can be used

with them.

Shoeing in Winter—During the time that the roads are
slippery through frost, it is necessary to make some
provision against this.

We have already alluded to pads and Martin’s patent
shoe, all of which are contrivances against slipping, or
against both “slipping ” and *“ balling ” from snow.

By far the simplest method of sharpening is by using ice
or frost nails. Frost nails are of various shapes and sizes.

‘Three or four nails are taken out of the shoe and
replaced with steel frost nails.

The most general practice is that of simply driving the
frost nail through the shoe only, bending the end over the

shoe. .
For this purpose holes must be put in the heel of the
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Fig. 57.—HIGH CHISEL SELF-FASTENING
STEEL COGS.

Fig. 59.—LOW CHISEL COGS. Fig. 60.—-BLUNT TOE COG. 3

L] -

Fig. 61.—SHOWING METHOD OF EXTRACTING PATENT COG.
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