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WOMEN AS WORLD BUILDERS

The ten women whom I have chosen are
representative: they give the quality of the
woman’s movement of today. Charlotte
Perkins Gilman—Jane Addams— Emme-
line Pankhurst — Olive Schreiner — Isadora
Duncan — Beatrice Webb— Emma Gold-
man — Margaret Dreier Robins— Ellen
Key: surely in these women,* if anywhere,
1s to be found the soul of modern feminism!

One may inquire why certain other names
are not included. There is Maria Montes-
sori, for instance. Her ideas on the educa-
tion of children are of the utmost impor-
tance, and their difference from those of
Froebel is another illustration of the differ-
ence between the practical minds of women
and the idealistic minds of men. But Ma-
dame Montessori’s relation to the feminist
movement is, after all, ancillary. A tremen-
dous lot remains to be done in the way of
cooperation for the management of house-

*Hee also the chapter “Freawoman and Dora Maradem.”
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WOMEN AS WORLD BUILDERS

different thing, and I have dealt with it in
the paper on Ellen Key.

Another reason is my belief that it is with
woman as producer that we are concerned
in a study of feminism, rather than with
woman as lover. The woman who finds her
work will find her love—and I do not doubt
will cherish it bravely. But the woman who
sets her love above everything else I would
gently dismiss from our present considera-
tion as belonging to the courtesan type.

- It is not very well understood what the
courtesan really is, and so I pause to de-
scribe her briefly. It is not necessary to
transgress certain moral customs to be a
courtesan; on the other hand, the term may
accurately be applied to women of irre-
proachable morals. There are some women
who find their destiny in the bearing and
rearing of children, others who demand inde-
pendent work like men, and still others who
make a career of charming, stimulating, and
10
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toms will be transgressed: but it is the
human qualities of companionship, and not
the economic basis of that companionship,
which is the essential thing.

When a girl with such qualities marries,
and she usually marries, much depends upon
the character of her husband. If her hus-
band appreciates her, if he does not expect
her to give up her career of charming
straightway, and restrict herself to cooking,
sewing, and the incubating of babies; and,
furthermore, if he does not baffle those quali-
ties in his wife by sheer failure in his own
career, then there is a happy and virtuous
marriage. Otherwise, there is separation or
divorce, and the woman sometimes becomes
the companion of another man without the
sanction of law. But she has been, it will
be perceived, a courtesan all along. And
while I do not wish to seem to deprecate her
comfortable qualities, she does not come in
the scope of this inquiry.
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over the cowardly, hysterical fear of the
neighbors which prevails in the middle class.

But, if I sympathize with the “hell rais-
mg” tendency —no other phrase describes
it — of the young woman of the leisure class,
I have more pity than sympathy for the
one who is trying to realize the ideal of the
“salon.” For she must, after sad expe-
rience and bitter disillusionment, be content
with the tawdry activities which, relieved by
the orgiastic outbreaks alluded to above,

¥

constitute social life in America.

The establishment of a salon is, in itself,
a healthful ideal. If civilization were de-
stroyed, and rebuilt on any plan, the tradi-
tion of the salon would be a good starting
point for the creation of a medium of satisfy-
ing social intercourse. Social intercourse
we must have, or the best of us lapse into
boorishness. The ego only properly func-
tions in contact with other and various egos.
So that, in any case, we should have to have

14












WOMEN AS WORLD BUILDERS

form to fix it.” She is the sustenance of
hungry souls. Believe in her and you shall
be saved —so runs the gospel of Petrarch,
of Dante, of Browning, of George Meredith.

So runs not mine. I have hearkened to
the voice of modern science, which tells me
that woman is an inferior being, with a weak
body, a stunted mind, poor in creative power,
poor In imagination, poor in critical capac-
ity—a being who does not know how to
work, nor how to talk, nor how to play! I
- hope no one will imagine that I am making
these charges up maliciously out of my own
head: such a notion would indicate that a
century of pamphleteering on the woman
question had made no impression on a mind
saturated in the ideology of popular fiction.

But — I have hearkened even more
eagerly to the voice of sociology, which
tells me of woman’s wonderful possibilities.
It is with these possibilities that this book
is, in the main, concerned.

18
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desired to find in woman a comrade and an
equal. In reality they desired it because it
promised to be more fun.

So that we have as the motive behind the
rebellion of women an obscure rebellion of
men. Why, then, have men appeared hos-
tile to the woman’s rebellion? Because what
men desire are real individuals who have
achieved their own freedom. It will not do
to pluck freedom like a flower and give it to
the lady with a polite bow. She must fight
for it.

We are, to tell the truth, a little afraid
that unless the struggle is one which will call
upon all her powers, which will try her to the
utmost, she will fall short of becoming that
self-sufficient, able, broadly imaginative and
healthy-minded creature upon whom we
have set our masculine desire.

It is, then, as a phase of the great human
renaissance inaugurated by men that the
woman’s movement deserves to be consid-

20
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And the reason for that objection lies pre-
cisely in the fact that her plans seem to be
made in a complete forgetfulness of him and
his interests. It all has the air of a feminine
plot. The cooperative kitchens, and the
labor by which women’s economic independ-
ence 1s to be achieved, seem the means to
an end.

And so they are. But the end, as re-
vealed in Mrs. Gilman’s poems, is that one
which all intelligent men must desire. I do
not know whether or not the more elaborate
cooperative schemes of Mrs. Gilman are
practical; and 1 fancy that she rather exag-
gerates the possibilities of independent work
for women who have or intend to have chil-
dren. But the spirit behind these plans is
one which cannot but be in the greatest
degree stimulating and beneficent in its
effect upon her sex.

For Mrs. Gilman is, first of all, a poet, an
idealist. She is a lover of life. She rejoices

24
























WOMEN AS WORLD BUILDERS

woman suffrage. There is only one argu-
ment for woman suffrage: women want it;
there are no arguments against it. But one
may profitably inquire, What will be the
effect of the emergence of women into poli-
tics upon politics itself? And one may hope
to find an answer in the temperament and
career of certain representative leaders of
the woman’s movement. Let us accordingly
turn to the accredited leader of the English
“votes for women” movement, and to the
woman in the American movement who is
best known to the public.

That Miss Jane Addams has become
known chiefly through other activities does
not matter here. It is temperament and
career in which we are immediately inter-
ested. What is perhaps the most outstand-
ing fact in the temperament of Miss
Addams is revealed only indirectly in her
autobiography: it may be called the passion
of conciliation.
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inveterate compromisers who prefer a bad
peace to a good war. But she has the gift of
imaginative sympathy; and it is impossible
for her to have toward either party in a con-
flict the cold hostility which each party has
for the other. She sees both sides; and even
though one side is the wrong side, she cannot
help seeing why its partisans believe in it.

“If the under dog were always right,”
Miss Addams has said, “one might quite
easily try to defend him. The trouble is that
very often he is but obscurely right, some-
times only partially right, and often quite
wrong, but perhaps he is never so altogether
wrong and pig-headed and utterly reprehen-
sible as he is represented to be by those who
add the possession of prejudice to the other
almost insuperable difficulties in under-
standing him.”

Miss Addams has taken in good faith the
social settlement ideal —“to span the gulf
between the rich and the poor, or between

34
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miracle. She has only shown to us the truth
which we have blindly refused to see. She
bhas had the insight to recognize in women
generally the same fighting spirit which she
found in herself, and the courage to draw
upon it. She has enabled us to see what
women really are like, just as Miss Addams
has by her magnificent anomalies shown us
what women are not like.

Can anyone doubt this? Can anyone, see-
ing the lone eminence of Miss Addams, as-
sert that imaginative sympathy, patience,
and the spirit of conciliation are the ordinary
traits of women? Can anyone, seeing the
battle frenzy which Mrs. Pankhurst has
evoked with a signal in thousands of ordi-
nary Englishwomen, deny that women have
a fighting soul?

And can anyone doubt the effect which
the emergence of women into politics will
have, eventually, on politics? Eventually.
for in spite of their boasted independence
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many people who have a proper regard for
art, for literature, and for the graces of social
intercourse. It is only when the woman’s
movement is seen broadly, in a variety of
its aspects, that there comes the realization
that 'here is a cause in which every fine aspi-
ration has a place, a cause from which
sincere lovers of truth and beauty have
nothing really to fear.

Mrs. Olive Schreiner stands, by virtue of
her latest book, *“ Women and Labor,” as an
exponent of the doctrine that would send
women into every field of economic activity;
or, rather, the doctrine that finds in the
forces which are driving them there a savior
of her sex from the degradation of parasit-
ism. In behalf of this doctrine she has
expended all that eloquence and passion
which have made her one of the figures in
modern literature and a spokesman for all
women who have not learned to speak that
hieratic language which is heard, as the
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workers in the woman’s movement. They
have each shown the way to a new freedom
of the body and the soul.

The woman’s movement is a product of
the evolutionary science of the nineteenth
century. Women’s rebellions there have
been before, utopian visions there have
been, which have contributed no little to the
modern movement by the force of their tra-
dition and ever-living spirit. No Joan of
Are has led men to victory, no Lady Godiva
has sacrificed her modesty —nay, even, no
courtesan has taught a feeble king how to
rule his country — without feeding the flame
of feminine aspiration. But it is modern
science which, by giving us a new view of
the body, its functions, its needs, its claim
upon the world, has laid the basis for a suc-
cessful feminist movement. When the true
history of this movement is written it will
contain more about Herbert Spencer and
Walt Whitman, perhaps, than about Vic-
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WOMEN AS WORLD BUILDERS

learn the meaning and substance of life in
all its complexities, by freeing herself from
the fear of public opinion and public con-
demnation. Only that, and not the ballot,
will set woman free, will make her a force
hitherto unknown in the world, a force for
real love, for peace, for harmony; a force
of divine fire, of life giving; a creator of
free men and women.”

There is little in this that Ibsen would not
have said amen to. But-—and this is the
conclusion to which my chapter draws—
Ibsen has said it already, and said it more
powerfully. Emma Goldman—who (if
among women anyone) should have for us
a message of her own, striking to the heart
—repeats, in a less effective cadence, what
she has learned from him.

The work of Beatrice Webb is the prose
of revolution. The work of Ibsen is its
poetry. Beatrice Webb has performed her
work — one comes to feel —as well as Ibsen
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WOMEN AS WORLD BUILDERS

the conservative. But of the two, the con-
servative is by far the truer. It is as a
conservator, with too firm a grip on reality
to be lured into the desertion of any real
values so far achieved by the race, that she
may be best considered.

And germane to her conservatism, which
is the true conservatism of her sex, is her
intellectual habit, her literary method. She
is not a logician, it is true. She lacks
logic, and with it order and clearness and
precision, because of the very fact of her
firm hold on realities. The realities are too
complex to be brought into any completely
logical and orderly relation, too elusive to
be stated with utter precision. There 1s a
whole universe in “Love and Marriage ”:
and it resembles the universe in its wildness,
its tumultuousness, its contradictory quality.
Her book, like the universe, is in a state of
flux — it refuses to remain one fixed and
dead thing. It is a book which in spite of
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habit of trying to force people to carry out
rash promises made in moments of exalta-
tion. She conserves the greatest things and
lets the others go: motherhood, as against
the exclusive right of married women to
bear children; and that personal passion
which is at once physical and spiritual rather
than any of the legally standardized rela-
tions. Nor does she hesitate to speak out
for the conservation of that old custom which
persists among peasant and primitive peo-
ples all over the world and which has been
reintroduced to the public by a recent sociol-
ogist under the term of “trial marriage’;
it must be held, she says, as the bulwark
against the corruption of prostitution and
made a part of the new morality.

It is perhaps in this very matter that her
attitude is capable of being most bitterly
resented. For we have lost our sense of
what is old and good, and we give the sanc-
tion of ages to parvenu virtues that are as
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feminine mind, the more impossible does it
seem that women will, when they have come
to think and act for themselves, permanently
maintain it. Nor will they —one is forced
to believe — hesitate long at the implications
of that demolition.

No, I think that with the advent of
women into a larger life our jerry-built
virtues will have to go, to make room for
mansions and gardens fit to be inhabited by
the human soul.

It will be like the pulling down of a rotten
tenement. First (with a great shocked out-

~ cry from some persons of my own sex) the

facade goes, looking nice enough, but show-
ing up for painted tin what pretended to
be marble; then the dark, cavelike rooms
exposed, with their blood-stained floors and
their walls ineffectually papered over the
accumulated filth and disease; and so on,
lath by lath, down to the cellars, with their
hints of unspeakable horrors in the dark.
88
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downtown. A word had to be chosen which
had in it some suggestion of the heroic.
Hence The Freewoman.

The Freewoman was a weekly. It lived
several months and then suspended publi-
cation, and now all the women I know are
poring over the back numbers while waiting
for it to start again as a fortnightly. It was
a remarkable paper. For one thing, it
threw open its columns to such a discussion
of sex that dear Mrs. Humphry Ward wrote
a shocked letter to The Times about it. Of
course, a good many of the ideas put forth
in this correspondence were erroneous or
trivial, but it must have done the writers no
end of good to express themselves freely.
For once sex was on a plane with other sub-
jects, a fact making tremendously for san-
ity. In this Miss Marsden not only achieved
a creditable journalistic feat, but performed
a valuable public service.

Her editorials were another distinctive
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truth to say that if she is an individual she
s free, and will act like those who are free.
The doubtful aspect in the situation is as to
whether women are or can be individuals
—that 1s, free—and whether there is not
danger, under the circumstances, in label-
ling them free, thus giving them the liberty
of action which is allowed to the free. It
is this doubt and fear which is behind the
opposition which is being offered the van-
guard of those who are ‘asking for’ freedom.
It is the kind of fear which an engineer
would have in guaranteeing an arch equal
to a strain above its strength. The oppo-
nents of the Freewomen are not actuated
by spleen or by stupidity, but by dread.
This dread is founded upon ages of experi-
ence with a being who, however well loved,
has been known to be an inferior, and who
has accepted all the conditions of inferiors.
Women, women’s intelligence, and women'’s
judgments have always been regarded with
94













































