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12 A MONOGRAPH UPON ACONITE.

rays of the sun, and vomited, and from the vomit sprang the plant,
But the Acheron is a river in Heraclea, in Pontica, where HercvuLes
~led out the dog from Hades, and the hill is called Aconitos.”

So the Greek scholiast of the “ Alexipharmaca” of NicAnpER
where he says, verse twelfth and thirteenth :

“PAAL djTor yoldev piv Edearoplotor dvoaidic
IMvvdeine dedvirov, 6 di p 'Ayepaidec dydac

dvovory—""

“But know the bitter Aconite, deadly to those eating it, but the
Acheroian banks bear it.”

Ovip gives the same fable—Book VIL of the Metamorphoses,
verse 413. Another tradition aseribes the discovery of this

poison to HeoATE, in relation to which Droborus Siculus, Lib.
IV, Cap. 45, says:

“ deadreyvor Oelc dappdrwr davacipov cvvdécers yevouivuv T
kaAoUuevoy dkdviTov ESevpeiv kal Tij¢ fxdoTov dvvdpews meipav
AapBdvery pioyoveav Taig didopévaws Toic Eévols Tpbgaic.”

“She (Hecate) being skilled in the composition of deadly poisons,
was the first to discover the plant called Aconite, and was accus-

tomed to make trial of the efficacy of every poison, by mixing it with
the food set before strangers.”

The probability is that originally a certain plant yielded the
poison, “ dkévetov,” and, in later times, the term came simply to
signify any powerfully acting poison. _

Dioscormes, whose description of his “dréviTov Evepor” un-
doubtedly refers to one of the varieties of Aconite known to us,
refers to its poisonous qualities (Lib. IV., C.78,) in the following
words : :

i ﬁi;‘mg‘ xpavrar mpoe Tae TOV Avkwy Inpas, évtidevrec kpéaoty
opole Bpwdeioar yap Umd TOV Adkwy dvatpoiowy avTovs.”

“The roots are employed for eatching wolves, placing them in
pieces of raw flesh, which, being eaten by the wolves, they kill them."”

Everything which we find in the later writings of this period,
relative to Aconite, is borrowed wholly from DroscorinEs, and,
even as late as the eighteenth century, have his statements in
regard to this plant been copied, almost verbatim, in the hand-
books of poisons and plants, and have been accepted without

guestion. : ‘
Garex (Lib. IV., Simpl. Medic.) ascribes to both the varie-
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ties mentioned by Dioscormzs, as well as to several kinds of
plants entirely different, but called species of Aconite, the same -

quulities :

« Aconitum-pardalianches putrefaciendi facultatem obtinet et le-
thale est, itaque in cibo potuque fugiendum; attamen ad putrefacien-
dum externas corporis partes aut circa sedem idoneum est. Herbae
vero radix ad hme utilis est. Quod autem Lycoctonon vocatur,
similem alteri facultatem habet, sed peculiariter lupos sicut illud
pardos-interficere consuevit.”

“ Aconitum-pardalianches possesses the property of putrefying,
and is a deadly poison, and therefore to be avoided in food and
drink ; it is proper, also, for corroding the parts outside of the mouth
and anus. The root is the part of the plant to be employed for this
purpose. The variety known as Lycoctonon also possesses properties
gimilar to the other, but is particularly poisonous to wolves, as the
other is to panthers.”

Priwy spe'a,ka of Aconite as a plant whose poisonous gualities
are generally known. He alludes, however, to its employment
in diseases of the eyes, as follows :

“Sed majores oculorum quogque medicamentis Aconitum misceri
saluberrime promulgarere, aperta professione malum quidem nullum
esse sine aliquo bono.”

“ But the ancients asserted that Aconite might be mixed, with the
best results; with medicines for the eyes; openly professing their
belief that there was no evil that had not some good 1n it.”

We find, in Avicenwa, (Lib. Canonis I, Tract. IL, Cap. 871,
in the following words, under the heading “ De infectore canis,”
(Ac-lycocton.) the first account of the manner of the poisonous
action of Aconite :

e

£ F_ucit accidere fluxum sanguinis narium et sputum sanguinis ; in-
terficit canes velociter.”

“It causes hemorrhage from the nose and bloody expectoration,
and speedily proves fatal to dogs.”

Farther on (Cap. 684): “And is administered neither inter-
nally nor externally.”

But, more in detail, (Lib. IV,, Fen. VI, Tr. 1, Cap. 1,) under
“BSumma secunda venenorum e plantis :” -

“Napellus est deterioribus. Et accidit potati ipsum ut aposte-
mentur labia ipsius et lingua ejus et egrediuntur oculi ejus et fro-
quens fiunt super ipsum vertigo et syncopis et non exercere scu















18 A MONOGEAFPH UFON ACORITE.

—Deinde tametsi postmodum aliquoties de eodem Napello degusta-
verim, attamen punquam amplius quicquam tale mihi contigit.”

“ And once, having roughly prepared its root, I tasted it with the tip
of my tongue. And, though I swallowed none of it, and gpit a
great deal of saliva, I felt quickly after taking it, as if the outside
of my head were bound about by a zone. Yet it happened to me
(what I had never experienced at any other time) that I felt that I
was neither able to understand, coneeive, to be wise, nor to.imagine
in my head as I was accustomed to do at other times; but I under-
stood with delight—eclearly, openly, intelligently, and constantly—
all this faculty being centered in the praecordia, or diffused about the
mouth of the stomach,—and this I felt clearly and sensibly, and even
noted it attentively, that, although I felt sense, motion, and exhala-
tions scattered from the head all over, yet the whole power of mental
digression was clearly and sensibly situated in the pracordial
region, and not at all in the head, and there it was that the mind
seemed then to perform its deliberations. After about two hours, 1
was seized with a kind of light vertigo, which was twice repeated.
And, although I tasted the same Napellus several times afterwards,
nothing of the kind ever happened to me again.”

This last statement of Hermoxt, however, that, upon tasting
Aconite again, he observed nothing farther, imparts to the
whole of the above aceount, in the sense in which it is given, a
suspicious “appearance, and decides us to reject this, which
Haaxemasy borrowed from Herson.

In 1600, HercvreEs SAxonia is said to have referred to the
use of Aconite against the pest. Part IV, p. 187.

HizroNyMUs CAPIVACOIUS, in his work on poisons, (Lib. VIL,
Cap.T,) treats of Napellus and its poisonous qualities only in a
general way, and almost in the language of AvicENNa ; nor does
D. Sexwerr (p. 1092) make any additions, but employs the same
words.

About this time, according to ScHENK AB GREIFENBURG, &
trial was made by Ricmarp, to test the efficacy, as an atntid_ote,
of Bezoar-stone, the experiments—an account of which 1s given
in Part 11, and of which HAHNEMANN availed himself—being
performed upon criminals condemned to 'Iill.‘:ﬂt-]]. :

The question of the innoxious qualities of the Aconitum-
napellus is discussed by Dr. MarTiy BerNHARD A BERNITZ
(Observation XLIL, in the Ephem. Acad. Nat. Curios,, Vol. IL,,
ann. 1617, p. 79); according to which, a m_:rmnt' picked among
other vegetables—for the purpose of preparing & Jusculum called
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a pottage—the leaves of Napellus; which had been transplanted
from the Carpathian mountams, ohserving, as he plucked them,
to the gardener, who happened to be standing by: “ You Poles
and Dutch do not know what is good!"—Previous frials, made
by physicians upon this kind of food, for the purpose of ascer-
taining whether it was hurtful, had never been attended with the
slightest ill effect—Herronr, according to Ermirier’s written
communication to him, gives a similar, or, perhaps, the same
case (“Crocology”), and, under the heading, “Whether Saffron
be an antidote to Napellus ?"—asserts that ErmiiLer was not
so much in the wrong when he maintained, in regard to this
case, that bad results from eating Aconite were prevented
by the abundant use which the Poles made of ‘Aconite in all

their food. :
As illustrative of the above, J. PATErRsoN HAIN relates in the

same (Ephem., Vol. I1L, ann. 1672,) the following :

““Interim memini, dum in Polonia versarer et apud Jon. Bronskr
morarer, qui hortum speciosum habebat, quod cum eundem Napellum
ex montibus Carpathicis allatum ‘et transplantatum ex horto illius
accepissem et famulo meo nobili Polono ad hospitium meum in agro
Luclaviano in submontana regione deportandum dedissem, illi manus
sinistra, in qua portabat Napellum, tremere, primo paululum, postea
vehementius inciperet et ille in animi deliquium cadere ceperit, ita
ut theriaca accepta venenum abigere opus habuerit. Ille autem
servus plica laborabat. Unde liquet, non ita facile Napellum naturam
exuere; etsi enim in his, quibus calor nativus fortior erat, tam facile
veneni sui ex transplantatione reliquias expandere non permitteretur,
nihilominus cum in debilius et a morbo contagioso pressum incidisset
subjectum, quantum vis veneni valeret et adeo innoxium se non esse
demonstravit.—Fuit kesmarkini civis, qui radices Napelli in pulverem
redactas drachmee pondere tertiana et quartana vexatis exhibuit cum
commodo. Languebant autem wgri plurimum ab ejus sumtione, quod
tamen ille non curabat. Unde erediderim Napellum Carpathii montis
non adeo venenosum esse uti ille, qui in Hercynia silva crescit, enjus
serupulus unus statim interimere dicitur. Imo quidem ille N apellus
nostras cani duarum drachmarum pondere exhibitus, fere quidem ad
internecionem dedit animal, theriaca tamen exhibita evasit, quamvis
per totum diem lagsum jaceret.”

“Meanwhile, I remember, while T was living in Poland, and
was residing with J. Brownskr, who had a very beautiful garden, that
when I took from the garden the same Napellus which had been
brought from the Carpathian mountains and transplanted, and gave
1t to my servant to carry to a noble Pole, at my inn in the Luelavian
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a0 A MONOGRAPH UPON ACONITE .

While this plant seemed thus to have become the exclusive
property of homeopathy, there arose, out of the hosom of that
system of medicine, known, in contra-distinction to homwopathy,
as the old school, numerous attempts to obtain for Aconite a
position among the valuable medicinal agents. The recommen-
dations of Storck and others had not been forgotten; Aconite
was transferred into the hand-books of gpecial therapeutics, as a
so-called specific against gout, rheumatism, and neuralgia; was
preached in the schools, ew cathedra. What wonder, then, that
the physicians using it in the diseases for which it had been
recommended, were prepossessed in its favor when they found
that the first trials of it were satisfactory. So, in addition to
numerous practical communications which were published in the
journals, confirmative of the curative power of Aconite, there
appeared long and short treatises in the literature of the allo-
pathic school, in which there was a conspicuous attempt to
investigate and determine the special indications and sphere of
action of this remedy. These inquiries received a decidedly
favorable impulse in the discovery of Aconitine, which was made
at this time, and to which it was believed that all the active
power was due. In the latest time, very good and accurate ex-
periments were made, by students of physiological medicine,
with reference to the physiological action of Aconite on animals
and men. It hardly need be said that there was no lack of cases
- of accidental poisoning which had been observed.

We possess such works, in many respects very laborious,
useful, and careful: 1. In a therapeutic point of view, by PALLAs,
TurNBuLL, PrEvost, DE Max, LoumMBarD, SusEmRaN, KINDER-
VATER, Bussk, FrLemiNG, and Marcerro Ceriort; 2. In a physio-
logical point of view, by Tuvr~NsuLL, FreyixNe, SGHHELLE:R, Frecn-
NER, GABALDA, ScurorF, and VAN Prase (Comp. Literature).
The histories of poisoning are given below, wn extenso,

One would naturally conjecture that, with such abundant
material, from every school and from every direction, 1t 11:'::-:11{1 be
easy to arrive at a final conclugion as to the physiological and
therapeutic action of Aconite. Such a result, unhappily, was
however attained, but to a certain degree; writers on materia
medica were either blind, or, without standing on their own feet,
were such slaves to the errors which had become a part of
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Carduus tea and a dranght of Aq. epid. ther. androm. Conf. alkermes,
much amended; he had lain awake, though quiet, an hour or two,
but, being very cold and chilly, had a great deal of covering laid on
him (8. 7), and then found a kindly warmth come over his limbs,
which was succeeded by a moderate sweat (S. 8), and then a guiet
sleep of four or five hours, from which he awoke very much re-
freshed (8. 9). His senses had never failed him but during the
awoonings. Upon being asked what were his sensations while and
after he ate the salad, the patient replied: The first symptom was a
sensation of a tingling heat, which not only affected his tongue, but
his jaws, so that his teeth seemed loose (S. 13), and his nhﬁel-:_s were
go much irritated that the people about him, nay, even his own
looking-glass, could scarce persuade him but that his face was
swelled to twice its proper size (S. 14). This tingling sensation
spread itself farther and farther, till it had taken hold of his whole
body, especially the extremities (S. 15); he had an unsteadiness in
the joints, especially of the knees and ankles, with twitchings upon
the tendons, so that he could scarce walk across the room (8. 16),
and he thought that in all his limbs he felt a sensible stop or inter-
ruption in the cirenlation of his” blood (8. 17), and that, from the
wrists to the finger-ends, and from the ankles to the toes, there was
no circulation at all (8. 18); but he had no sickness nor inclination
to vomit till he took the oil. Afterwards his head grew giddy (S. 19),
and his eyes misty (S. 21]3 and wandering (p. 13, 8. 1); next a kind
of humming or hissing noise seemed continually to sound in his ears
(8. 2), which was followed by the syncope above related.”

“A woman, who had eaten less of the salad, experienced simi-
lar but less violent symptoms; in her case, no emetic was em-
ployed ; she made use of the cordial last named, and, like the man,
recovered. ‘Another woman, who from some idiosynerasy had not
eaten of the supposed celery, but had pushed it aside, suffered no ill
effects, although she partook of the other ingredients of the salad.”

7. Berxr. Witn. Roepper—M. Areerrr “Jurisprud. Med!
Part VL, p. 724:

“The Beneficiary ScawarTzENTHAL, at Nenenheerse, succeeded his
confrére in his euracy, where there was a garden, in which, among
other flowers, grew the Napellus. When he weeded his garden, he
cut down the Napellus, and its juice happened to come in contact
with a very slight wound, not bigger than the head of a needle, where
the epidermis had just been bruised. Either he was not acquainted
with Aconite and its poisonous nature, or he did not think it of any
importance, until, all at onee, he experienced—in the whole arm, and
particularly in the thumb where the wound was situated—a frightful
pain. Suddenly there was cardalgia and anxiety about the pit of
the stomach, with fear of suffocation, lipothymia, internal heat, thirst,
and other dreadful symptoms, so that he feared that he should die
the following night.”
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mis vomendi conatibus vomitibusque etiam subsequentibus largissi-
mis ipsis sanguinis quidem expertibus correpta, tum etiam subsulti-
bus tendinum, veris convulsionibus et lipothymia vexata hora 12 ani-
mam efflaverit.” -

“The vomiting and purging they produced were so violent that she
was very much prostrated thereby, and narrowly escaped syncope. On
the following day, she purposely omitted the use of the infusion; but,
on the twenty-first day of this month, at half-past eight in the morning,
she swallowed, at a single draught, the remaining half of the contents of
the beaker, the result of which was that, in a very few moments, she
was seized with violent gripings, anxiety in the praecordial region,
and violent attempts at vomiting, which were finally followed by copi-
ous vomitings, free from blood, then by subsultus-tendinum, and, true
convulsions setting in at twelve o’clock, she breathed her last.”

The effect of the infusion upon the surgeon, who drank some
of it because it had been preseribed by him, as well as the symp-
toms which the narrator of the story experienced after eating a
little piece of the suspected root, we have given further on.

(?) 10. Karie—* Spicil. de Aconito” (1788), p. 86

“Vir 83 annorum constitutionis corporis sana et robustze laborabat
eolica; gua ut se levaret radicem quandam a circumforaneo emebat,
enjus serupulo uno circiter vixdum assumto statim vomitu copioso et
alvo sanguinem sincerum excrevit et post paucos motus convulsivos
per dimidiam horam durantes obiit.—Duabus ex ventriculo defuncti
particulis radicis cani datis, eadem sympromata sequebantur, morte
excepto.—Ill. ScurEBERUS radicem siccam a Cr. ZorNio missam me
eum communicavit, in qua gustu inveni omnes notas radicis Aconiti
characteristicas, nempe ardorem pungentem lancinantem, quingue aut
gex horas durantem. Forma et color manifeste indicabant, illam esse
radicem Aconiti-cammari.”

“A man, thirty-three years of age, of a sound and robust constitu-
tion, was suffering with an attack of colie, to relieve which he purchased
from a mountebank, a certain root, and hardly a seruple of it had been
taken, when he was seized with copious vomiting and diarrheea, in
which he passed pure blood, and, after a few convulsive movements,
which continued during half an hour, he died. The administration to
a dog of two of the particles found in the stomach of the deceased, was
followed, with the exception of death, by the same results.—The
illustrious ScHrEBERUS gave me some of the dried root, which had
been sent him by Cr. Zornio, upon tasting which I perceived all the
recognized characteristics of Aconite root—as, for example, a pungent
lancinating heat, which lasted five or six hours. The shape and color
showed plainly that it was the root of Aconitum-cammarum.”

11, Parvas—*Dissert. Inaugur. de Aconito.” Paris, 1822,
Hygea, XII p. 252:
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PHYSIOLOGICATL. 65

until, finully, (after two hours) the patient vomits several times. 'This
produces o very favorable change: the pulse and respiration are more
regular and frequent; the unnatural anxiety and depression disappear; the
whole body becomes warmer ; the crawling ceases entirely, but, in its place,
there remains a certain insensibility of the skin, a feeling as if the skin
were asleep. The head is no longer so painful jmd_ full, but much more
confused and empty, as in sleepiness ; t-]le e?:ha.uatmu is 80 great that, upon
standing, there is such a giddiness, glittering before the eyes, roaring in
the ears, pain in the head and face, and such weakness of the muscles that,
m order to escape falling, the experimenter is obliged to git down again at
once. Almost the whole night is passed in this condition, and without
sleep (with the exception of about two hours sleep about %_mn' o'clock in
the morning). The next day, the prover la?', from morning till evening, as
if half asleep. The memory and power of attention were very much
turbed, the pupils were dilated, the pulse now frequent, now retarded;
after mental and bodily activity, there set in a feeling of tightness of the
-head, with pain in the head and face; the tongue, in the morning, was
coated, and there was a clammy taste; the skin, all over the body, was
¢old and dry ; the flow of urine markedly increased.”
“In the case of HeiNrich, the other experimenter, though his provings
were made with the same dose, there were several points of difference:

The pulse was, at first, frequent, and twenty minutes later there came
eruetations, scraping in the throat, tightness of the head, the pupils were
dilated, the =ight was greatly disturbed, the head full and heavy. When
forty minutes had elapsed, there commenced a tickling, at first on the
tongue and lips, then extending to the face, and thence over the whaole
body. An itching of the skin was observed at the same time with the
tic 'n%i., and, in some cases, distortion of the face; the skin was dry. An
hour after, pain in the face and head set in. The headache was aggravated
by bending the body forward. By and by were added these symptoms:

i %ng in the ears and giddiness; the pulse grew slower (falling within
two hours from 62 to 51), and was so small, weak, and intermitting that it
could hardly be counted. The respiration was impeded, and with this
condition there was a feeling as if the thorax were ¢ramped up, and the
secretion of saliva was increased. On returning home, there set in great
weariness, and after going about for some time, pain in the elbows, knees,
and hip-joints. This pain was lessened by pressure, bat was not, at any
time, wholly relieved. In about four hours, the pain in the head and face
became very violent, and spread over the whole body; the tickling in-
ereased ; an inexplicable feeling of unrest took possession of H., so that he
paced the chamber all night as if demented. The skin was now dry and
cold ; the _brml;hinf laborions, but more frequent; the pulse much slower
(40 in a minute). In one instance, there were also observed violent eructa-
tions, inclination to vomit, cramp-like pressing together of the stomach,
and contraction of the abdominal museles; there was, however, no vomit-
ing. On moving about, there set in dizziness, roaring in the ears, and great .
sensitiveness to the light. The cessation of the titﬁiling was followed by
a peeling off of the epidermis on the face. Towards morning, IH., being
very much fatigued, lay down; when he awoke, he was very warm and in
a perspiration. Several times after taking the extract, but especially in
this case, Il. had erections and pollutions, without lascivious dreams. = On
the succeeding day, H. was, in the morning, quite well, but in the college,
where he was obliged to stand, he was very tired and experienced fresh
pains in the joints. In one instance, little papules and vesicles, filled with
serous fluid, which were very painful, formed upon the skin of the lower limbe.

5
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of Aconite. The same method was pursued in the examination
of the urine. The dose which was taken of the tincture of
Aconite seems to have been a considerable one in all the ex-
periments.

In relation to the alterations in the blood, EviENBERG now
found that Aconite promoted the process of destruction in it
Upon coagulation, the melanic color of the coagulum was strongly
marked, and analysis showed a diminution of the red corpuscles,
albumen, and fibrin. Aconite also promotes the disintegration of
the blood. As regarded the contents of the urine, EvLENBERG
felt satisfied that. after the use of Aconite, the urea and phos-
phatic salts were increased in a decided ratio, while the amount
of uric acid varied. Aconite, therefore, also promotes disinte-
gration. ; : '

b—Expertments Instituted by Hommopathic Physicians.

We find the results, or rather the symptoms of all the provings
of Aconite instituted by physicians not of the homeeopathic
school contained in the article on Aconite in Noack and Trinks’
* “Hand-book,” Vol. I. and II. In order, however, to examine this
collection critically—which owes its origin in part to excellent
provings made afterwards, but in part is mixed with therapeutic
symptoms and with unauthenticated observations of the older
physicians—it is necessary to follow throughout, the rise of this
collection from its very beginning, and to trace out, in the origi-
nal, the various communications.

As we have before stated, HanNeMANN was the first after
Storex who undertook a physiological proving of Aconite. We
find his first communication on the subject in the % Frag. de Virib.
Med. Positivis,” p. 1-14, and in it (p. 1-9) the symptoms which
Hannemasy observed in himself and others, after takino the
juice of the whole plant, thickened in the sun. Cuneemiuté the
size of the dose, its frequency, the age, habit, and condition of
health of the provers, no information is given, The arrangement
of the 147 symptoms is altogether different from that afte?wurds
adopted by Hamwemanw, and if Gersrer (OQestrich. Ztsch. 7
Homiop., L, 2, p. 9) means. that the Aconite symptoms seem to
have been arranged in the “Frag. de Vir. Med. Pos. as if FAmxg-
MANN had given first the active and then the passive symptoms
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“Symp. 254, Dyspnoea. : : i

" 400. After the disappearance of the wandering of the mind, pain
in the stomach, head, jaws, and heart, now in one and now
in another joint.

“ 401, All the joints are painful.

451, Febrile and frequently intermitting pulse.

% 511. After vomiting becomes more hopeful. .

« 537 and 538. Insane buffoonry; terror of approaching death”

The whole history forms a picture of an acute case of poison-
ing from a strong dose of Aconite. The symptoms, which followed
with violence and rapidity, one upon the other, prevented the ap-
pearance of many of the milder symptoms ; the gastric organs and
the sensorium seem, however, to have been principally affected.
HauxemaNy was perfectly right in'adopting these symptoms.
though he might have omitted 511, since if is nothing unusual for
a patient to become more hopeful after vomiting,

2. The symptoms marked “ MarruroLr” are taken from a case
of poisoning, given in detail on p. 54, which was produced for
the purpose of ascertaining the antidotal power of the Bezoar
stone, and another pretended powerful agent. HamyemANN has
taken only a part of the symptoms, rejecting those which seemed
to have heen the effect of the antidote. -All the symptoms taken,
namely: 9, 64, 65, 71, 72, 76, 92, 116, 187, 153, 194, 335, 372,
399, 401, 450, 452, 500, 508, 509, 510, 589, have the character-
istics of the action of a large dose of Aconite, and are perfectly
in plaee.

The symptoms marked “ Bacon” are derived from a case of ac-
cidental poisoning by Aconite root, contained in a salad, (Comp.
p- 34, where the symptoms mentioned in the “Frag. de Vir. Med.
Pos.” are referred to). In the third edition of the *Mat. Med.
Pur” these symptoms are: 9, 66, 76, 97, 104, 117, 164, 388, 412,
415, 419, 453, 454, 498. These are all useful and valuable. We
might erase, as not belonging to a list of symptoms, only 164 :
“ Exacerbation by artificial vomiting ;” and 419: “Tranquil sleep.”

4. The symptoms marked * Répprr,” owe their origin to the
accidental contact of the extract of Aconite with a fresh wound
of the thumb. (Comp. p. 85) Hamyemany has given this
unusual mode of action with the symptoms; we find them in the
% Mat. Med. Pur.” as symptoms:

“173. Pressure in the stomach.
“255. Anxiety, with danger of suffocation.
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Symp. 260, 269: Catarrhal symptoms in the case of a patient
who was suffering from chronic cough.

Symp. 807, 353, 406: Rheumatic symptoms in patients who
already suffered habitually with rheumatic complaints.

Symptoms 401, 402, 447.

“Convulsive symptoms, in a woman who was raving mad and suffering
with epilepsy.

Symptoms 494, 495, 498, 499: « Copious sweat;” also in the
case of a patient suffering with rheumatism.

The histories of the cases from which Hamxemany borrowed
these, in our opinion, altogether useless symptoms, may be found
in J. W. Grepive’s “ Sammtlichen Medie. Schriften,” published
by C. W. Grepmve, Greitz, 1790. Part I, p. 220-248.

The symptoms taken from the * Archiw: f. d. Hom.” were ob-
served oy Srapr and Gross, upon themselves and others. A
critical examination of these in the original text is impossible,
since, throughout, no particulars are given as to the dose and
repetition of the drug, nor of the condition of those proving it,
nor are the symptoms arranged according to the provers; at the
most, only the time of the appearance of the symptom is given.
As for the rest, there is much presented that is characteristic
and confirmatory. ;

We shall be sustained in our opinion if we assert that, by
‘erasing all those symptoms in the above list which are desig-
nated as suspicions and uncertain from HARNEMANN'S pure
“Arzneimittellehre,” and from Noack and Tring’s “ Hana-book,”
into which they have naturally been copied, not only will no
injury be done to the Hahnemannian proving of Aconite, but it
will be materially bettered and purified. The symptoms allowed
to remain are the most marked and characteristic. But, more-
over, the Hahnemannian provings find their most brilliant confir-
mation in two other provings, which were undertaken by homeeo-
pathic physicians after him. They are the following :

1. Hexcke's proving of Aconite, first openly communicated in
the “ Archiv. of Hom.,” Vol. XX,, Part I, p- 181, and adopted
with their symptoms into their % Hand-book,” by Noack and
Trovks, Part I11. These trials were made by Hencks, as well
upon himself as upon others, for the most part with strong doses
of the original tincture, and with all the precautions necessary to
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as, in part, from some of HAHNEMANN'S cases of poisoning which
are not so generally known: in all, 712 symptoms.

This comprehensive work loses but little of its great v_a!ua
from the doctrinary and hypothesis-forming mode :‘Jf exposition
employed with some pretension, and from the urhltrury_callrng
and separation of isolated symptoms into so-called active _n.nd
passive. We cannot, however, in this respect, give our unqualified
assent to the deprecatory and, in many instances, violent exclama-
tions against the author, which appear in some remarks of the
editor.—WaTzKE. :

It will not be a ground of reproach to us that we have not
thought best to insert in our work both these provings of
Hexcxe and Gerster, nor the catalogne of symptoms from the
third edition of Hamvemany’s “ Pure Materia Medica.” To have
done this would have been a wearisome and useless expenditure
of strerigth and time; the provings referred to, as well as their
results, being within the reach of every one, in the original ex-
cellent works, and in Noack and Trvg's ¢ Hand-book.”

ACONITINE.

To the honor of the discovery of Aconitine there are several
claimants. Without presuming to take upon ourselves the de-
cision of this point, we will merely call attention to the fact that
Hesse was, to all appearances, the first one who demonstrated
the existence of a principle in the Aconitum-napellus peculiar
in its operation upon the organism, and akin to the active
parts of the plants themselves (Gereer and Hussg, harm. Cen-
tralblatt, 1811, p. 85). At the same  time, or only a short time
after, SuBErAN, Berraemor, and TurnsuLL gave directions for
the best method of obtaining this alkaloid. Whether, however,
a uniform preparation was obtained by these various methods,
cannot be determined.

TurxssrLL, the first one who introduced Aconitine, together
with other alkaloids from the family of ranunculaces, into
practice, was also the first one to give a few cursory glances at
ita physiological action. Unfortunately these refer solely to the
external application of the drug—a method of employment to
which he seemed generally to have resorted in practice, although
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eribed the nmarcotic symptoms, other principles must be present,
as, for instance, acids whose existence has yet to be demonstrated.
To these, the quick accession of gastro-enteritis accompanying
the symptoms must be attributed. Finally, ‘Aconitine can in no
way be regarded as a pure narcotic, while, together with the
symptoms of a nareotic, it presents also those of an acid.

B—0x Axmavs. I

Were we to treat with the same minuteness of the numberless
experiments that have been made upon animals with Aconite,
from the time of WeprER down, as of those made upon men and
of accidental cases of poisoning, this division of our work would
be much more extensive than any other part. While we have
not been able to discover any real use in such a detailed eitation—
but have, at the same time, felt obliged to give the main points of
the results of these experiments mpon animals, in order that a
comparison might be instituted between these symptoms and
those observed in men—we have undertaken this work after a
careful examination of authorities; and thus adopted a useful
arrangement. At one time, we examined these experiments ac-
cording to the scale of development of the classes of animals,
- commencing with those lowest organized;’ but we also took into
consideration the difference of application. We have made no
distinction between the experiments made with Aconitine and
those made with Aconite, because the provings of the former -
upon men have just been discussed in the preceding chapter, and
the trials made upon animals, both with the preparations of
Aconite and Aconitine, attach themselves to these clearly and
naturally, Nevertheless, we have thought it proper here to' give,
briefly, accurate accounts from the literature upon this subject.

I.—Effects of Aconite According to vhe Classes of Animals, ’

a. Infusoria.—Frevxe, I. ¢., p. 112,

1. Fuevang let the leaves, flowers, and pieces of the root of
Aconite macerate in water and allowed the mixture to stand for
a month. At the expiration of this time, no infusoria had been
developed ; while, in an infusion prepared in the same way from

apple leaves, at the end of a like period of time, numerous infu-
goria were visible, -
6
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was very restless; soon, however, he became quiet, breathed with
open gills, by degrees less frequently, and died after twenty
minutes had elapsed.

V. Prase.—“Virchow, Arch.” VIL, 814, p. 438. Fish, on
whose jaw-bones a solution of Aconitine had been rubbed, soon
showed, in all the muscles, a high degree of rapidly increasing
adynamia. The difficulty of respiration was, in these cases,
clearly marked, while the frequency of the pulse was diminished.

d. Blind-worms.—Senviz, I. c. :

1." A blind-worm, in the mouth and upon the museles of which
& concentrated solution of Aconite was rubbed, ceased playing
with its tongue, closed its eyes, wound itself up into the form of a
circle, and breathed heavily. Soon after, it lay there as if asleep,
without any movement when irritated, and in about thirty minutes
was quite dead. | i

2. Some solution of Aconitine was applied to two small wounds
in the mouth of another blind-worm. It at once turned itself
violently, but afterwards lay quite still and slept, with only slight
movements of the tail, and died in twenty minutes.

e. Water-snakes.—Scuurz, I. c., p. 6.

A grain of Aconitine was administered to an earth-worm three
inches long, partly per os, and partly through two spots which
were laid bare on the muscles of the back. It made, at once,
violent movements, but soon lay still, breathed .laboriously, and
turned itself upon its back; the' tongue lay paralyzed in the
mouth, the whole body was insensible and dormant, the end of
the tongue being in perpetual motion; when lifted up, it hung
upon the finger like a string. In eighty minutes it was dead.

2. A grain of Aconitine was administered, per 08, to another
earth-worm. It immediately ejected, with some force, a quantity
of stinking fluid from the anus, but after that lay quite motion-
less. Some parts of the body showed a slight reaction upon
tickling. The respiration, which before the poison had been four
per minute, rose after the administration of the poison to eight,
but sank in eight minutes to five; at the same time it raised the
head once, and gaped widely. In ten minutes, it hegan to creep
again, and, fifteen minutes after, o fresh dose of Aconitine was
given it. It still crept some, then lay still; rolled up into a hall, dis-
playing reaction when irritated. But, after a new dose had been
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Horrr, ¢ Nervenwirkurg der Arzneimittel.”

To avoid repetition we give here the result of a fatal case of
poisoning after the internal administration of the extract of Aco-
nite to a rabbit, as related by Scuxrorw, . ¢, p. 144:

“ Immediately after taking sixteen grammes of t}m exiract, br_ﬂkeniutp pieces
with powdered gum-arabie, the animal mndf:: motions with its jaws as if (:hE‘ET-
ing. Five minutes afier, the puﬁi]a became dilated; the blood-vessels were dis-
tinetly visible in the ears, which became erect and injected ; after twenty
minutes the ears felt hot and were injected, even.to the finest vessels; the
pulsations in the greater vessels of this part were distinctly visible, yet

. their number here, on account of their great frequency, and at the heart, where
numberless vibrations were ohserved, could not be determined ; the thorax
remained motionless, the respiration f}cing carried on entirely by the abdomi-
nal muscles, with continually interrupted movements of the nose ; number
of respirations, two hundred and two er minute. The animal is very rost-
less, attempts to move, now backwards and now forwards, but falls down
upon its belly, passes a quantity of thick, yellowish-white, and almost clm;ipy
urine ; the twenty-fifth minute he pushes the hind-foot far backwards, lies
with the belly on the bottom of the sieve, holding fast with its fore-feet to
the ring ; the epigastrium as well as the whole body is insensible, and the
gkin does not react upon any irritation; pulse and respiration cannot be
counted ; no more chewing motions. After half an hour the pupils are di-
lated ; there is great restlessness; the fore-feet are still capable of voluntary
motion, and the hind-feet can be extended and stretched a little; ears erect
and moderately warm. When taken out of the sieve he places himself
upon his hind-feet, but without being able to advance. At the fortieth
minute the respiration had sunk to forty, pulse 48, weak, and very small :
ears cold. An hour from the commencement of the experiment, there was
considerable trembling and shaking of the whole body; pulse and beating
of the heart not perceptible for several seconds. then very weak, wregular”
and undulating ; the animal is by turns warm and cold to the touch. In
this condition he remained, breathing deeply and slowly, for three hours and
a half at the expiration of which time he died, without presenting any more
symptoms.”

All the other experiments in which the preparations of Aconite
were taken into the stomach, offer almost exactly the same re-
sults, only the symptoms differ in intensity, and are mnot so
minutely described. Vomiting, as is known, does not occur so
easily in rabbits as in other animals, on account of the peculiar
construction of their stomach.

In regard to Aconitine, the same author says (p. 148) that
experiments with it, in doses of from 0.1 to 0.2 gramme, were
attended with the following results:

“ With the exception of the diminution in the frequency of the respiration
and of the pulse, salivation, which occurred sooner or later (the saliva was
drawn out in long threads, and contained some epithelial scales and small
bubbles, which refracted the light powerfully) and the great mobility of the
iris which existed at first, and the quickly following cﬁ:.rm @ in the size of
the pupil, and the permanent dilatation of the pupil whi:ﬁ] existed after-
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itself so far that the limbs became firmer and capable of move-
ment, and it was able to make its way slowly along. It lay, in the
meanwhile, for the most part, with its legs spread out under its
belly, with its head bent almost to ‘the ground; the quivering
became more violent, the eyes were for a long time insensible to
the light, the pupils widely dilated. The same condition con-
tinned the next day, though it was less distinctly marked; there
were frequent diarrheeic stools and passages of the urine; the
animal did not eat, became weaker, and died forty hours after the
dose had been administered.

Scnvrz (J. ¢., p. 17) rubbed two grains of Aconitine into a
wound between the shoulder-blades of a cat. Thereupon she
raised herself upon her hind-feet, rabbed hLer mouth and head with
her fore-feet, vomited a little milk, began to walk backwards, to
seream violently, and held the throat wide open. Face horribly
disfigured, the eyes protruded, fixed, and' glassy. After ten
minutes the cat falls npon her side, vomits again, whines pitious-
ly, and passes thin stools. Sometimes she raises herself, at-
tempts to walk, but falls back again. Respirations forty, labo-
rious. The extremities become paralyzed, spasm of the glottis
sets in, respiration only twenty-two, The animal thus lays there
for half an hour in quiet, only occasionally moving its tail;
whines, and has occasional passages from its bowels.. The anzs-
thesia increases, the respirations become less frequent. At the
end of an hour, violent convulsions set in, followed, shortly after,
by total lethargy, and, at the expiration of six hours, by death.

4. Hedgehogs.—Scnurz, . ¢., p. 16. Half a grain of Aconitine
was administered to a hedgehog, through a deep wound in the
back. Two mimutes after, it cried loudly, rolled itself up, and
put its legs out from under it. In four minutes, it rolled itself
up, and unrolled itself again, snapped at the air with open mouth,
‘and did the same when seven minutes had passed, and it could
no longer roll itself up. It lay there as if dead, then suddenly
shook, as if by a tetanic spasm, as though it would tear off its
prickly skin, which hung from its back like an empty sack, while,
in the meantime, death set in, :

Dogs have been frequently employed in these experiments.
Werser (Hist. Cicttee Aquatics, p. 177) made a trial of Aco-
nite upon a dog, and, as the oldest trial of this kind on record, we
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¢ Tnterea abdomen mire attollebat, valde angebatur, robustus tamen man-
git, pedibus non nutavit, erga ig!:ntns rmtumked.tdlt, baculum protensum
morsu petiit; subinde mucosa et viscida evomuit. Paulo post ultra drach-
mas duas radicis contuse sero lactis immiscui ac ore diducto denuo infudi,
Brevi post frequenter ad vomitum irritabatur, multus nixibus frustraneis,
tandem ter mucum viseidum crassum spumeum, quartaque vice ejecit mu-
cum griseum turbidum, cui radices Napelli et fiwces subnigre immixiz
erant ; postea evomuit iteratis vicibus liquorem tenuem pellucidum, nonnun-
quam nulio colore tinctum; mire angebatur, huc illue 1vit, corpus quando-
que ad parietem inclinavit; hucusque nondum decubuit: abdomen crebro
cnnt.rrdmﬁtur, ut prope venter evanesceret dorsogue accedere videretur f
diaphragmatis tensio et relaxatio frequentissime alternabant, nunguam ve
alvum vel vesicam exoneravit, quod anten facile ex solo metu fiebat. His
ultra dimidiam horam perdurantibus subito ambobus pedibus anterioribus
fortiter terram fodit, brevique amplam foveam, ceu sibi sepulerum paratu-
rus, excavavit, ab opere ayulsus fune, quo ligabatur, subsiduit, moxque in
latus decubuit: extractus e fovea aliquot gressus fecit: rursus fodere meepit,
profunde os nasumgue fovese immisit, evomens mucum pellucidum viscidum
¢oloris expertem : stans aut sedens subinde toto corpore tremuit, rursusgue
fodit; retractus et compulsus aliquot gressus peregit, non nutante corpore.
Paulo post in latus decubuit, celerrime et cum suspiriis respiravit: ad vomi-
tum adhue stimulabatur: os spuma implebatur: nunquam convellebatur.”

“The wolf was six months old and robust. No food had been given it
trom six o’clock in the morning to two o’clock in the afternoon, and, being
driven.about the garden and area with a stick, he grew very fierce; he re-
fused to cat thie food thrown to him, but afterwards, when it was placed near
him, he licked it, and then devoured it eagerly. Another piece of ﬂmﬂ-%lin
which was concealed half a drachm of the root of Napellus was then
thrown to him, but, smelling the peison, he refused to touch it. He was
therefore caught by the ears, and, forcing open his mouth with a stick, we
introduced two pieces of meat, in which were enveloped about two drachms
" of Napellus. e eighth part of an hour had hardly passed, when vomitin
was excited, and, in a short time, he threw up a very viscid, clotied, an
frothy mucus, with one of the pieces of meat. Being exeited to further
vomiting, he threw up the two other pieces, together with the Napellus, and
with viseid, clotted, frothy, and yellow mucus.” i

“In the meantime his abdomen swelled in a remarkable manner; he grew
very fierce, yet remained strong ; did not stagger : snarled at those whom he
did not know. A little while later, his mouth being forced open again, I
poured in over two drachms of the bruised root, mixed with whey. Ina
short time there was frequent inclination to vomit, and, after many vain at-
tempts, he at length threw up, three times, viseid, cfﬂttaad, frothy muecus,
and the fourth time, a gray, turbid mucus, in which were intermixed the
Napellus roots, and dark colored fieces. After that, he vomited, from time
to time, a thin, clear fluid, sometimes colorless ; he became very fierce ; went
hither and thither ; sometimes leaned his body against the wall ; up to this

oint bad not lain down; the abdomen was frequently drawn in, so that the

elly would disappear, and seem almost to touch the back; rigidity of the
diaphragm alternated frequently with relaxation. He did not at any time
pass his water or excrements, which he had before been accustomed to do
merely when frightencd. These symptoms lasting more than half an hour,
he suddenly eommenced digging in the earth wili all his might, with both
his fore-foot, and in a short time had dug a large pit, as if he were about
digging o grave for himself, and, being dragged away by the rope with






PHYSIOLOGICAL. 93

@ The respiration was in most cases, more or less retarded ; in general, no
* particular ¢ fliculty in rnapim’gin_n was observed. ‘lh_ﬂ lu_rgnr the dose, so
much the more speedily and dm_tmr:t—l:,r'-\ms the ]JTEILt-!IIJIE impeded. I_u all
the experiments the heart’s action 3111:31:13’ became irregular and variable.
On the whole, the pulse was observed to be very wavering. In the muscular
gystem the most prominent symptoms were: telaxation, universal loss of
strength, sluggishness, and even dread of motion, and, in vielent cases, para-
lysis of the muscles. Cramps and convulsions were observed only as the
final symptoms of cases which terminated fatally: on the other hand, there
seemed to be a certain excitement in the muscles with which chewing is
carried on. The brain was clearly wearied, as was shown by the indolence
and apathy. The general sense of feulir}%_ was very much blunted ; com-
plete anmsthesia being present. The sensibility of the e e Was g;eatly im-
paired, and, in most cases, there was present remarkable dilatation of the
pupil. In the stomach were observed the ordinary symptoms of all intoxi-

cations : nausea, vomiting, distress, and rumbling. No increase of activity
was observed in the intestines; in one case only there was tenesmus. The

assage of the urine was, in one case, so affected that ischuria arose, fol-
Puwcdn by a copious flow of urine: Profuse flow of salivawas observed in
almost every instance. .

I1.—Ejfects of Aconite when Apph'a:d Locally.

a. Upon the Epidermis—YFrevine (L. ¢, p. 109) saw no effect
produced from sprinkling half a grain of Aconitine upon the corium,
which had been made bare, on the head of a rabbit, by the for-
mation of a blister by means of a hammer heated in boiling
water; but adds, however, that no conclusion can be drawn from
this as to the harmlessness of its endermic employment upon men.
That Aconite salve acts energetically, we have already stated.

b. By Introducing it into the Lectrm.—Bropie (Phil. Trans-
act., 1811, p. 185) injected an ounce of the tincture of Aconite
into the rectum of a cat. Three minutes after, she passed it all

Afrom her; lay still for six minutes, vomited, tried to walk, but
staggered as if drunk. Thirteen minutes after the injection she
lay on her side, motionless, and without sensation, having only,
from time to time, light twitchings in the legs; the respiration was
prolonged and difficult, and death followed forty-seven minutes
after the administration of the injection.

Frmoxe (L. e., p. 106) rubbed a quarter of a grain of Aconi-
tine, mixed with fat, into the rectum of a rabbit. In one minute
it grew restless, in three minutes the respiration became diffi-
cult and laborious, and suddenly became paralyzed. At the end
of six minutes there was opisthotonos; the pupils were greatly
contracted, but the eye-lid reacted when the cornea was irritated.
In eight minutes the animal was dead.
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proof, at least, that no air could have been admitted into the veins
in the operation. It is possible, however, that the extract was
inactive.

FremiNg, in one case, injected three-quarters of a grain of
Aconitine, dissolved in three drachms of water, into the right
femoral vein of a dog weighing thirty pounds. The eyes at once
became fixed and opaque, the pupils were fearfully dilated; after
four or five minutes the eyelids ceased to respond to the irrita-
~ tion of the cornea; the animal, with the exception of some twitch-
ing, did not move at all, and, within eight or nine minutes, was
dead. :

In another case, a drachm of a fluid containing a quarter of a
grain of Aconitine was injected into the right femoral vein of a
dog, weighing sixteen pounds. The animal at once began to
struggle violently ; in fifteen seconds the pupils were enormously
dilated ; the eyes fixed and glassy; the cornea lost all its sensi-
bility, and in twenty three seconds all signs of life had departed.

F. Application to the Mucous Membrane of the Nose—When
Scuvrz (p. 23) applied a little of the concentrated solution of
Aconitine to the mucous membrane of a dog’s nose, the vessels be-
came strongly injected ; the membrane reddened and stimulated
to increased secretion. The animal began to sneeze; turned his
head hither and thither; licked its nose; rubbed it with its paws;
breathed deeply and brokenly. The symptoms disappeared after
a few hours. - :

g. Application to the Eyes—When Fremine (p. 110) applied
a minim of Aconitine, mixed with fat, to the eye-balls of rabbits
and other animals, the pupil began to contract about three
minutes after, and, after five minutes, was scarcely one-sixth part
as large as that of the other eye. Where the contraction was
strongest, there was no reaction upon the irritation of light; if
the contraction, however, were not perfect, the pupils preserved
their mobility. The contraction generally continued nine hours.

Horre (Nervous Action of Remedies, Vol. I, p. 148) instituted
experiments on frog’s eyes, which had been recently taken out,
a8 well as upon the eyes of living frogs and rabbits, by means ot
the direct application of Aconitine, or of the extract of Aconite,
for the purpose of determining the action of this substance upon
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Arnold also observed five or six very slow pulsations, which were
followed by six or eight very rapid ones. During the last twenty-
four hours, the number of the heart's pulsations increased and
diminished by turns, The remainder of the cases were very much
the same; but, on the whole, ArNoLD's experiments in the direct
application of Aconite to the heart, led to no positive result.

. Various other Erperiments—ArNorLD laid bare the hearts
of frogs, and then administered Aconite per os. In these trials,
he observed, at first, an increase in the heart's action, followed
by a gradual decrease in the number of contractions ; this sinking
seems, however, to have been so gradual that it can hardly be
considered of importance, and probably does not differ much from
the natural retardation of the heart’s contractions after it has
been laid bare. _

In order to demonstrate farther, the capability of the action of
Aconite to be conducted by the spinal cord, ArNoLD took out the
brains of frogs, or cut through the spinal cord, or destroyed it
altogether, and gave Aconite per 0s. He then found that (p. 22)
Aconite, in spite of these disturbances, still exerted its effect upon
the heart ; the number of pulsations increased at first, while the
decrease was very striking. Arnorp concludes from this that
the heart’s action is not carried on by the brain, but through the
ganglionie system.

Froyive made several interesting trials, in regard to the neu-
tralization of the poison of Aconite by the digestive fluid of arti-
ficial digestion, in the following manner (p. 114): He prepared,
at one time, this fluid from the stomach of a rabbit, dissolved half
a grain of Aconite in it, and evaporated the fluid to two drachms
which he introduced into the cellular tissue of another rabbit.
This animal died in half an hour, with the ordinary symptoms of
poisoning ; while the same quantity, administered in the same
manner, proved fatal to a rabbit of the same size in a few minutes,
The same was the result when half a grain of Aconitine had been
dissolved in the digestive fluid, prepared from the fourth stomach
of a calf. The rabbit, into whose cellular tissue this mixture was
introduced, died in forty minutesyliving thirty-six minutes longer
than another, to which the same dose was given, and in the same
way, but dissolved simply in water., In a third case, only one-
twelfth of a grain of Aconitine, prepared with the digestive fluid,

i
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was injected into the cellular tissue of a rabbit. For two hours,
it was weak, restless, and stumbled ; while the same quantity, dis-
solved in water slightly acidulated, and introduced into the cel-
lular tissue of another dog, killed it in eleven minutes.

C—Ox VEGETABLES.

As regards the action of Aconite on vegetables, Fremmve (p.
118) found that stalks, if placed in a mixture of equal parts of
the juice of Aconite root and water, withered and died much
sooner than the same kind of stalks preserved in fresh water ; nor
did they revive if they were taken out of this mixture and placed
in pure water.

CHAPTER IIL

EVIDENCES OF POST-MORTEM EXAMINATIONS.
A—0x Men.

Tuar examinations which have been made after cases of acei-
dental poisoning by Aconite, are, for the most part, very deficient,
and admit only of cautious conclusions.

Parras (Cases of Poisoning, 11.) found the cesophagus, stomach,
and intestines red and inflamed, and the blood-vessels of the in-
testinal canal distinetly visible, particularly the veins which
seemed injected. The inflammation was limited exclusively to
the ccecum; the mesentery was likewise inflamed ; the peri-
toneal cavity contained some yellowish serum. Lungs heavy,
bluish, violet behind, slightly crepitating, and filled with blood ;
the pericardium contained an ounce of yellowish serum; the
heart and great vessels presented nothing worthy of note; brain
sound, but its vessels injected.

Barpriaxt found in the bodies of those poisoned by the juice
of Aconite, taken instead of the juice of scurvy-grass (Case 186),
_the pia-mater and arachnoid highly inflamed, and considerable
serous fluid at the base of the skull and beneath the arachnoid,
but not in the ventricles. Lungs strongly congested with blood ;
the somewhat soft heart, and the great vessels, filled with a large
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gquantity of black blood. Liver and spleen normal; the stomach
distended with wind, and containing a clammy, ash-colored fluid;
its mucous membrane, at the greater curvature, injected ; the re-
mainder of the intestines, here and there, flecked with red, and
containing the same fluid as the ﬂ.tnmac__h.

Pereira (Poisonings of the Sick, No. 14) found, on making a
dissection, venous congestion of the brain and lungs; congestion
of the right heart, and hypersemia of the liver and spleen,

The post-mortem of a girl, who died, after the use of Aconite,
from icterus, disclosed: vessels of the brain congested with
blood, but no extravasation into the ventricles; stomach covered
with dark gangrenous spots. (A very deficient account, which
does not mention the liver.)

The body of McConxkEey, who was poisoned by his wife (vide
Cases of Poisoning, 17), presented nothing pathologically or ana-
tomically worthy of note, more than that there were a number of
irregular brownish flecks on the inner surface of the stomach.

Kocn found in the case of poisoning, No. 28 : Inflammation
in the mouth, throat, stomach, and upper parts of the jejunum ;
remarkable congestion of the dura-mater and pia-mater; spots
of blood effused beneath the arachnoid; congestion of both lungs;
effusion of thin blood in the left pleural cavity, peritoneum, and
pericardium ; dark red, half fluid, foamy blood in the auricles of
the heart ; liver, spleen, and kidneys filled with blood,

The examination of Case 31, Lancet, 1856, instituted two and
a half days after death, showed the mucous membrane of the
stomach at the cardiac extremity, and the greater curvature, to
be of a chocolate color, studded with numberless points of blood ;
the contents of the stomach small, of a viseid consistency, and
of a reddish color, and containing also pieces of Aconite root.
Brain and other organs sound.

B—0Ox AxmaLrs.

The experiments of OrFiLA, give, as far as the pathological
and anatomical changes which were observed in the bodies of the
animals poisoned by preparations of Aconite, a very meagre re-
sult. In the great proportion of cases—namely, when the poison
was infroduced into the cellular tissue, or was brought by in-
Jection into the circulation—Orrim.a found, “ No change worthy of
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which could be observed hlund-uurf)um:ls, isolated or crowded together
into a brownish mass, the gastric follicles normal ; the lundf:, of the liver,
in the darker spots, of a yellow color. ’l‘l}u P Im:u: portion of the stomach
normal; the intestines, from the {?iunum, tightly distended—partly with air,
and partly by a thickish, cream- ike, yellowish-white exudation, which was
the more tenacious the lower down it was. The mucous membrane and
valvulee-conniventes, all over finely injected. h_Iu_:muu nu:m.hrzl.ur.‘l of t._lm
mouth, tongue, throar, and ccanplmfua nowhere injected. Liver and kid-
neys vaseular; bladder, ovaries, and uterus normal. Bladder either empty
or filled with urine of a natural character, The superior and inferior vense-
cavee, and the right heart, filled to distension with thin, reddish-brown
blood ; auricle and ventricle injected to their finest ramifications ; left eart
empty ; in one case, also filled with a similar kind of blood. Lungs con-
tained air, of & rosy-red, normal; air-passages strongly injected; in the
larynx foamy mucus. Membranes of the brain Htrﬂugllgr njected ; ven-
tricles empty ; choreid vascular, Cerebellum very vascular; membrane or
the spinal cord strunghy injected; the spinal cord itself normal ; arteries of
the optic nerve injected.”

Scavrz (. ¢, p. 18) has very carefully made dissections of the
animals poisoned by him with Aconite, and- has compared and
placed together the results, acecording to the different kinds of
animals, with dissections of healthy animals made at the same
time. He observed, as the principal conditions, hypersemia and
an inflammatory state in most of the organs, particularly in the
brain, spinal cord, lungs, liver, intestinal canal, and kidneys.

Professor K. D. Scarorr has lately instituted a series of new
experiments upon men and animals with Aconitine, the object of
which was, more particularly, to compare the action of several
species of Aconite, and of preparations obtained by different
chemical processes (Jowrnal fir L harmakodyramik, 1., 3, 1857).
These frials were made: first, with Aconitium-ferox, Warr.,
which the author had received in London, through Martius and
Royie; second, with the English pure Aconitine, prepared by
Morsox ; third, with Aconitum-anthora. :

“Trials of Aconitum-ferox and Morsox’s pure Aconitine: The root with
which the trials were made, is, according to WarLich, furnished with two
or three fusiforum fleshy tubers, 2-4'" long; white inside and black exter-
nally. The specimens received from MarTius were of two varieties, the
light and heavy, of which a detailed account is given. The plant is indi-
genous to Himalaya, and varies very much according to its locality ; be-
Yond the snow limits it is much more vigorons. The trials were made upon
doﬁ;s and upon a healthy man, partly with the powder of the specific light
an imf&'lijr root, and partly with the alcoholie extract prepared from them.
Morsox's Aconite differs materially from that prepared II;;,' E1GER and I EssE.
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The first is a gray powder, of a peculiar smell, reminding one of carbol acid,
A minim, laid upon the tongue of the author, and the same upon the tongue of
another lparsun who assisted in the experiments, caused an intensely astringent
taste, followed by a peculiar after-taste, reminding one of Castor, which was
succeeded by a violent pricking and burning in the palate, and, iabar, in the
lips. The sense of taste was somewhat wm&enu{l, nor did the burning dis
appear till the following day; no objective alteration was perceptible in
he tongue: in the mucous membrane of the eyes and nose it produced
violent irritation, and produced in the skin a sensation as if ants were
creeping over it, an effect which did not follow the use of the German pre-
paration, Chemically pure Aconitine is, on the contrary, perfectl will)ite,
without odor, has a bitter taste, and leaves behind it no sensation of burning
or pricking. A second quantity of English Aconitine, which the author
received, was white, with a clear streak of yellow. The English Aconitine
displayed somewhat less of an alkaline reaction with vegétable coloring
matter than did the German; it is sparingly soluble in eold water, in hot
water somewhat more soluble; the solation yielded, with the tineture of
galls, a slight, 1i§ht brown, floceulent precipitate, which was soluble in
alcohol. The English Aconitine is much less soluble in aleohol than the Ger-
man ; in concentrated sulphuric acid the English Aconitine dissolves ve
easily, and in dissolving Eacnmes of the coldr of gamboge, the solution is
clear, and after twenty-four hours becomes colorless, w%]ila the German
Aconitine, with sulphuric acid, yields an opaque, dark-brown, and, later,
reddish-brown solution ; the other reactions are like the German Aconite,
A comparison of the properties of the English and the German pure Aco-
nitine, furnishes evid{;nua of the great difference between the two, and
explains the contradictory opinions of the English and German experi-
menters in regard to the degree and kind of action—the two preparations
being wholly different substances. In the first experiment, made with
English Aconitine, 0.065 gramme, produced death, in a r&hhi% within nine
minutes ; in the second, an apparently pure preparation, 0.01 gramme,
within six; and, in the third ease, 0.008 gramme, in four minutes; while
0.4 gramme of the German Aconitine did not produce death, and even 0.8
ramme did not kill the animal till after twenty-four hours. Further,
Torsox’s Aconitine produced, by its influence on the medulla-spinalis and
oblongata, the most violent convulsions, and, in the shortest time, through
aralysis of the heart and the muscles of respiration, death. The coagula-
ility of the blood was diminished and even destroyed. There were ne
clearly-marked narcotic symptoms, perhaps on account of the quick course
of the intoxication; while Hesse’s Aconitine, in sufficient deses, produced
numbness, though generally no convulsions. Smaller doses of the quliah
Aconitine produced breathlessness, which, though not so great, continued
several hours, but did not kill, however, so long as there were no cramps.
Inclination to sleep was observed in those cases which did not terminate
fatally, only to a himited extent. :
“Comparing now the results of the trials with Aconitum-ferox with those
arising trom the use of the English Aconitine, we find a striking similarity,
and the differences that exist are owing to the symptoms of the last being
erowded into a short space of time, when it was administered in fatal doses.
It is therefore very probable that Morson obtained his preparation from
Aoconitam-ferox. At all events, he has succeeded in demonstrating for him-
gelf the acrid principle hﬂlﬂ]lﬁiug to many species of Aconite which have
blue blossoms, for such is evidently his preparation. Nevertheless, it did
not produce real inflammatory symptoms in the gastric and intestinal mem-
brane. The acridity manifested itself only in the troublesome burning sen-
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gation in the tongue and in the soft palate, and in a strongly marked increase
in the secretion of saliva and urine. The idea of PEreIRa, that the spirituous
extract of Aconitum-ferox possesses an nctivi;y equal to that of Strychnine,
is true, more particularly in respect to the degree of virulence (though, so
far as this is concerned, Strychnine is much more powerful), not regn.rci to
the manner of its action. : :
oIt is ﬂ\’idBIll, from the e.xparimanta instituted l}j" our author with the pre-
arations of Aconite above named, t.hnti as had been already demonstrated
Ey previous investigations, the chemica ly pure Aconitine is the vehicle of
the narcotic properties of Aconite, while the acrid principle of the plant is,
on the contrary, represented by Morso’s Aconitine; that the latter not only
surpasses the first by far in the intensity of its action, but differs materially
from it in character (though, in a certain respect, it agrees with it) ; that
Aconite is active and poisonous according to the quantity of the acrid prin-
ciple whicl it contains, as experiments before instituted by the author have
ghown that, among the inland blue-blossoming species o Aconite, Aconi-
fum-variegatum together with Aconifum-cammarum and paniculatum, con-
tain much less of the acrid prineiple, and are far less active in their opera-
tien than Aconitum-napellus with its sub-species, Aconitum-necmontanum,
tauricum, and variabile. This is still more conclusively demonstrated by the
experiments u{on men and rabbits with the extract of the root (also with
the plant), with Aconitum-anthora (an account of which, with its natural
history, is given in detaill. It was shown, among all the varieties of
Sturmhut which had hitherto been proved, that Aconitum-anthora was the
mildest in. its action, that it was deficient in the acrid principle, and con-
tained only in a moderate degree the benumbing narcotic property, which is
proved by the pure bitter taste and the absence of any sensation of sharp-
ness and burning in the tongue.

“The experiments which the author instituted with the Napellus received
from Merk, show that its action is not materially different from that of the
German Aconitine. The author concludes that the roots differ yery much
in the activity of their action according to the various periods of vegetation :
as, for example, the extract prapn.rcs from the root of Aconitum-neomon-
tanum, which was gathered in August, exeeeded at least three-fold in
strength that prepared from the root which was gathered in October ; the
proof being still the more conclusive that the difference of the two extracts
was easily perceptible to the senses. The extract prepared from the Octo-
ber root was without sharpness and only bitter, that obtained from the Au-
%‘ﬂﬂt root had a very acrid and burning taste ; gastro-enteritis was produced

the first, the latter preserved unaltered for many years its activity and
ose characteristics which were appreciable to the senses.”
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The first seventeen centuries of our history we may pass over
almost without mention, as during that time the ideas as to the
yirulence of Aconite were vague and extravagant—nothing fur-
ther being known of it, nor was it valued therapeutically—and
begin with the period of Stérok, as the moment when both the
factors of physiological proving were united in value, and from
them was formed the first pharmacodynamic view of Aconite.

From the physiological trials which Stércx made upon him-
self, he came to the conclusions (¢f. L. e., p. 304):

1, That Aconite promotes perspiration and sweat.
‘2. That, in cautious doses, it may be administered without harm.”

But, hefore he proceeds to trials at the sick-bed, he deduces
from these physiological actions the general therapeutic indica
tion

“That Aconite is of service in those diseases in which waste und acrid
material is to be eliminated by the sweat.”

The only forms of disease in which Stércx regarded these
waste and acrid matters as the causes, and in which he accord-
ingly made use of Aconite with success, were gout, rheumatism,
inveterate intermittent fever, syphilis, and glandular indurations.
Now, together with ‘the physiological action, Stérox had re-
course to the experience of the sick-bed, and from these two
factors concluded (p. 324) : ; :

“1. That the extract of Aconite is innoxious, and thereby a very eflicacions
medicinal agent.

“ 2. It sometimes accomplishes, when given in small doses, what cannot be
brought about by the strongest remedies, when given in large doses and for
a long period of time.,

#3. The acrid substance which gathers around the joints, sinews, and
bones, which irritates the nerves and causes the most violent pain, is by this
medicine dissolved, brought into the circulation, and is carried out of the
system in the urine, iy the bowels, the sweat, or the insensible perspiration,

_“4. It softens indurated glandular swellings, nodosities, hoils, and some-
times entirely disperses them.

“5. It diminishes and removes obstinate pains in the joints and in indu-
rated parts. d

“6 It sometimes purifies ulcers which are intractable to other remedies,
and closes them with & firm cicatrix.”

Searowsky (L. c., p. 17), Storok’s immediate pupil, adds to
these general indications the following :

s : - T
Efficaciam fuo ue suam prieter spem exserit in dolore fixo quocungue
non inflammatorio, in ischiade, morbo coxario, chiragra, podagra, gonagra,
in tumoribus durissimis et inveteratis glandularum, seirrhis, in serophulosa






PHARMACODYNAMIC VIEWS. 107

diseases ot an inflammatory nature, those cooling remedies which

are of use in these diseases must also be employed.
In Halle, as Axprex's dissertation informs us, Professors

Bomyer and Juscker used with success the extract of Aconite
recommended by Storox, and according to his own indications.
The dissertation in question treats “Of the Salutary Use of the
Extract of Aconite in Arthritis,” and on p. 20 the author attempta
“To compare the properties of Aconite with the causes of arthri
tis,” and arrives at the conclusion that Aconite, by virtue of its
resolvent power, its influence in promoting the secretions, its
power in diminishing the strength of nervous action, destroys
that thickening of the humors which exists in gout.

In like manner REemwnorp expresses himself in his “ Disserta-
tion on the Curative Action of Aconite,” p. 41, where he says:

“ Extractum est primario penetrans, leniter irritans, potentius incidens,
resolvens, secundario diaphoreticum, sudorifernm, diureticom, alvom sol-
vens et anodynum. FErunt forsan qui, cum hee legerint, me hujus extracti
impudentem agere preeconem, arguant, judicent. Absit omnino, ut illud
tanguam specificum, adhue minus ut omnipotens remedium fovere, aut pro-
clamare pessime intendam, segrius vellem. Interim tamen neminem fugere
potest, et quam maxime veritati, si quid unguam in medicina practica, hoe
consentit, quod Aconiti extractum preprimis facilius vasa qumque pene.
trando, spissitudines humorum, praecipue mucosam, resolvendo, fluidorum
varias sordes et acrimonias ubique eliminando, tandem vires vite, sensus,
motus et irritabilitatis nimis excitatas redigendo, imminuendo, spusmos et
dolores ceercendo, sopiendo vere et potenter agere possit et debeat, adeoque
laudabile, securum, preesentaneum, plurimis conducens morbis Componat
remedium, quod omnino, ut sepius et ulterins a medicis tentetur, adhibeatur
VAriis ze%rm.is priebeatur, meretur, et quidem eo magis, quum sat frequens
illud exhibendi occurrat occasio, ratio et experientia ﬂ‘.liua usui faveant,
hune recto expostulent. Unde nullatenus timebo, fore ut ad nostrum Aco-
niti extractum unquam apte et merito quadrare possit adeo sepius compro-
bata sequentis sententize medicse veritas : '

“¢Multa repsscuntur, quw jam cecidere, cadentque
Usurpata modo medigamina, si valet usus
Et ratio, Medicis duo preestantissima doctis
Instramenta, quibus quarunt, carpuntque docentque.’

_ “The extract is primarily penetrating, mildly irritating, powerfully cut-
ting, resolvent; secondarily diaphoretic, sudorific, diuretic, laxative, and
anodyne. There will be those who, when they read this, will imagin:a and
pronounce me an impudent trumpeter of this extract, Far be the idea
that I am anxious that it should be regarded as a specifie, much less as a
universal remedy, or that I should wish to cry it unjustly.  Meanwhile, no
one can avoid the conviction, and this is as consonant as possible with truth
if ever any exist in practical medicine, that the extract oFAcfmita by. pane:
trafing ﬁmﬂmulnﬂy every vessel, by resolving the thicknesses of the humors,
especially the mucous, by eliminating everywhere the various corruptions
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duces iujurious effects upon the nervous system. The diseases in
which above all others certain help may be expected from Aconite,
are: rheumatism, gout, syphilis, chronic diseases of the skin,
goitre, scrofula, and consumption.

Scaxemer (Outline of aMateria Medica for Psychical Diseases,
Tiibingen, 1824, p. 278) is of the opinion that Aconite may be
classed among the narcotic remedies, and may be employed in
many forms of mental derangement.

Virgrer (System of Materia Medica, by Kiihn, IT., 2, 318)
ranks Aconite among the narcetic substances, gives a hasty
review of the physiological action according to HanNmaNN and
others, and mentions, as general therapeutic indications: an
abnormal condition of nervous activity, excessive irritability which
must be restrained, and activity of the veins and lymphatics which
must be increased ; it also has a specific effect upon the action
of the skin, as much as Digitalis has upon the action of the
kidneys.

A. F. Hecker (Practical Materia Medica, fourth edition, I,
569) mentions, as the principal effects of small doses : activity of
the secretory processes of the skin, kidneys, and langs, and draws
a parallel between its action and that of Digitalis.- :

SunpELIN (Handbook of Special Mat, Med., Vol. II,, p. 159)
treats of Aconite very much in detail, but makes decided mistakes
in relation to its influence upon the action of the heart. He
Bays : ' ;

“It is evident, from the physiological effects that have heen mentionea
that Aconite has a stimulating effect npon the sensitive and vascular system.
arouses its sensibility and excitability, and above all stimulates the secret-
ing activity of the skin, kidneys, mucous membrane, and of the sinews and
muscular sheaths, of the synovial membranes and ge:riuat.eum, and in general
i;iui;;elemtaa and promotes the change of matter and the process of fluidiza-

“It possesses a far higher degree of activity, though far fewer narcotic pro-
perties than belong to Hemlock and Belladoopa; it is destitute of the
depressing influence upon the pulse and the exciting influence upon absorp-
tion which Digitalis possesses. It is wanting in the paralytic properties
of Tobaceo, though it has much in common with it.”

In respect to its general therapeutic indication, JAHN says:

“It is generally indicated in diseases which arise from suppression of
secretions at the peripheries, and which become obstinate from long dura- -
tion, as well ag in chronic affections of the fibrous coverings and structures
of the sinews, muscles, and nerve sheaths of the periosteum, in concertions
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and swellings in their structures. Finally, in nervous affections of a para-
lytic character, which proceed from local, metastatic, rheumatie, or arthritie
affections of the nerve-sheaths.”

The contra-indications are: Inflammation (?), hypersthenic fever,
great sensibility and irritability (?), gastric affections, tendency to
exhausting sweats, congestions to the head, breast, and the like.

Great as were the expectations with which we consulted the
pharm codynamic work of Voer (Lehrb. d. Pharmacodynamik,
fourth edition, IL, p. 252) for the purpose of obtainins s me
ideas as to the manner of action of Aconite, so much were we
disappeinted, and so little of benefit did we find. Voer also
limits himself to the meagre excerpts of Srércx and his immediate
followers, calls Aconite an acrid narcotic poison, admits that it
promotes perspiration and has a sedative influence—the latter
being the result of diaphoretic action,—and -ays that some slight
disturbances of the digestive process, with b.lious symptoms, set
in after its use. | :

Formerly, as we see, too little stress was laid upon the p' ys o-
logical interpretation of t'.e symptoms obt ned through physiolo-
gical provin s, while the curative action was too much regarded :
we find an exception to this only in Voiarer, who, regarding the
“Frasmenta de Virib Mied. Positivis,” gives its general indications.
The more, however, with n the last ten years, experiments have
been instituted by physicians not of the homaeopathic school, the
clearer have become the views entertained in regard to fhe man-
ner of action of Aconite. S

So Prevost and LomBarp (Gaz. M d.d. Paris, Oct. 10, 1835)
regard it in its action as affecting particularly the heart and cir-
culatory system, and LomsArp particula'y maintains thn_,t
Aconite possesses a sedative influence upon the ontra_ctiuna o1
the heart, which did not in a sin le instance act very stron ly.
As general in ications, he mentions infl mmatory diseases in
general, and organic degenerations of the heart and greater ves-
sels, and particularly he claims for Aconite a specific power
against acute rheumatism affecting the joints.

He is followed by Kivpervater (Hannoversche Annalen, IL,
Hft. 6, 1841), who not only rejects the old contra-indications,
inflammatory complaints, the general and commonly-received
indications for the use of Aconite, but also regards them as indi-
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cations for its employment. The nearer each inflammation ap-
proaches a phlegmonous character, and calls for antiphlogistic
treatment, and the more apparent are the signs of a rheumatic
tendency, so much more will Aconite be found to afford rehaf‘.'

Frewixe devotes a chapter exclusively to the modus operandi of
Aconite (p. 50), and maintains that it acts by direct i,r:m&amissfﬂn
to the organs by the blood; first, because in the experiments which
have been instituted, absorption of the poison has taken place with
great rapidity ; second, because the rapidity and intensity of its
remote effects are in proportion to the absorbent powers of the
part to which it is applied.

On page 26, FLemmvG mentions the various organs and systems
which have a sympathetic relation with Aconite, as follows :

], On the cerebo-spinal ystem : primarily, by its direct or specific action

when conveyed to it by the blood ; secondarily, by its sedative action on the
circulation, and thirdly, by the venous stagnation produced in the vessels of

the brain and spinal cord. _ _
%2 The muscular system. In this Aconite is a direct and powerful seda-

tive. .
“3. The wvascular system, Aconite has a directly sedative effect upon
this system. - e

“4 The respiratory system. Aconite lessens the number of respirations,
and later produces a congestive condition.

5. In the ulimentary canal it produces, in small doses, no bad effects,
only in larger doses by virtue of its

“6. Action on the secerning skin, the secrgtions of which are increased by
Aconite, and in whicl: by meins of it a congestive condition is produced.”

With regard to their physiological effects, Fremmve calls Aco-
nite a mighty antiphlogistic, indicated in great excitement of the
circulation, but contra-indicated in depressed conditions of the
same produced by mechanical means, and in great prostration—as
for example, after blood-letting. Further, it is indicated in inflam-
matory diseases of the respiratory passages, in spasmodic asthma,
but confra-indicated in advanced stages of bronchitis and pneumo-
nia with excess of secretion. It is also a sedative to the nervous
system, and consequently indicated in all kinds of neuralgia, and
still further in organic diseases of the heart and great vessels, in
acute and chronic rheumatism, and in various diseases of an in-
flammatory character. : : '

Freonner and SonNEnier conclude, from their trials made
upon sound men, that the extract of Aconite seems to affect the

mucous membrane of the digestive organs by reason of its acridi-
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ty, to produce congestion in the brain, and to promote the activi-
ty of the vascular system, and that it also.has a relation to the
sero-fibrous system.

Sourorr, as we have seen, turned his attention more particu-
larly to the difference between the effects of the extract of Aco-
nite and Aconitine, and regards the action of the extract rather
as that of an acrid narcotic, and of Aconitine as that of a pure
narcotic poison.  No author speaks in higher terms of the diure-
tic properties of Aconite than Scurorr, and no oné made out so
clearly before him its specific action upon the nervus-trigeminus.

In respect to its therapeutic indications, Scmrorr ( Wiener

Wochenblatt, Ztschyft., of the Royal Imperial Society of Physi-
cians) says that the employment of Aconite seems particularly
appropriate in those cases in which the object is to lessen the
increased action of the heart, and therefore in hypertrophy of that
organ, in aneurism of the aorta or other great arteries, as long as
there is an indication in this disease to diminish the activity of
the heart as the motive organ, thence in the first stage of the
disease in robust, well-nourished subjects, or when the freedom of
the circulatory organs is restricted by extravasations in the peri-
cardium or thoracic cavity. Aconite is suited also, though always
in larger doses, to collections of serum in various other cavities.

VAN Praac; who like #®orrorr held Aconitine in high estima-
tion, recommends its employment, in regard to its therapeutic re-
lations, not as an antiphlogistie, but only in delirium and mania
from over-excitement, in violent convulsions, tetanus, trismus,
chorea, spasmodic asthma, &c. '

Evressure calls Aconite—in consequence of his experiments

with Aconite, instituted in view of his theory of disintegration—a
remedy which promotes the disintegration particularly of the
blood and urine, and regards it as applicable in all those diseases
which depend upon the cessation of disintegration, to which class
of diseases gout and rheumatism may be regarded as belonging.
In addition to this, he claims for Aconite a particular relation
to the parts about the neck. ' | :
Roxy (Revue Méd., Nov., 1854) has always found Aconite indi-
cated in the first stage of eruptive fevers, where the capillary
system was aroused and strongly injected, and the skin hot and
dry; Aconite produced perspiration, not by any particular sudori-
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fic properties, but by its sedative influence upon the vaseular system.
By virtue of the sedative effect of Aconite upon this system, Aco-
nite has been employed with good results in dysentery, and also
acts as a sedative in many cases of phthisis.

According to CerroLt Marcerro (¢f. Literature), Aconite acts

only as a contra-stimulus.

CHAPTER II

Yiews oF HommoraTHIc PHYSICIANS.

‘ Ag there is almost no vegetable remedy except Opium, the primary
effect of which commences with the development of heat, whose primary
action consists of several alternations of heat and cold, and which acts, never-
theless, as powerfully in acute diseases.

“To this class of plants belnn%s Aconite. Asgits duration of action is very
brief, and almost over in twenty-four hours, it may be easily understood that
this plant can be of permanent use only in acute diseases, and will seldom be
found applicable in chronic troubles.”

These words of Hamneyany (Pure Mat Med,, first edition, p.
216), constitute the point about which revolve all the pharmaco-
dynamic views and general therapeutic indications of his disciples.
As the greater part of acute diseases are of an inflammatory
nature, it was natural, from this indication of HamNeMANN, to em-
ploy Aconite in acute diseases, that the indication should be de-
rived to employ it in inflammatory diseases. But some homoeo-
pathic physicians became divided in their opinions as to the
employment of this remedy, part regarding Aconite as an anti-
phlogistic specific to all inflammations, and part deeming it of
value only in certain forms of inflammation.

We give here the opinions of homeeopathic physicians relative
to this point. :

ScHaROEN, “Hygea,” V., 97 :

“ Aconite not only supplies the place of the whole antiphlogistic appara-
tus of the nnt.iﬁuthjc school, with all its blood-letting, ﬂalt];, meglrcuriu.ﬂf and
fuman_tat.mnu, ut is far superior to it, as well in certainty as (what is of
great importance) in harmlessness. It has shown itself to be an indispen-
sable remedy in _ﬂ.ll those cases in which, through violent reaction the
organism, thero i added to the primary affections vf a single system or
organ a general febrile disturbance, which is manifested by precursory, often
deep-seated, shaking chills, followed by local or general lﬂng-cnnt-inua(i heat,
hot, dry, red skin, quick, full pulse, bright eyes, violent, continuing thirst,

=]
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total loss of appetite, hot urine, restlessness, sleepnessness, exhaustion, more
or less violent delirium, with tiiﬂt-il.lﬂl-lj' marked paroxysms and remissions.”

Heronerueny, “Hygea,” V., 203:

“In all phlegmonous inflammatory diseases, in which the arterial capil-
lary system is more particularly affected, and the inflammation itself exhigit.a

roportionate reaction of the vital power, Aconite is the specific remedy.

'he more distinctly marked in the given case is the inerease of the arterial
circulation, if it be limited by the affected organ, as for example in inflam-
mation of the lungs and heart, or by the constitutional structure of the in-
dividual affected, so much the more certainly will Aconite prove a curative
remedy.” :

GriessericH, “ Hygea,” V., 216 :

“Aconite has proved to me an irreplaceable remedy in acute diseases,
marked by excessive and preponderating activity of the arterial system. Its
operation upon the arterial circulation 18 unmistakeable ; its reaction upon

e nervous and lymphatic system easily authenticated from physiologieal
principles. Aconite corresponds most to individuals with a predominant
phlogistic tendency.”

Kurrz, “ Hygea,” IV., 243 :

¢ All that can be said, as I believe, of the character of Aconite, is limited
to this: that it (the character) corresponds to that predominant activity
of the arterial circulation,® either constitutional or brought -about by
disease, whose highest development denotes a &:aneral inflammatory dia-

thesis. All diseases which arise from this dia eaminur which are united
with it, are peculiarly smited to the use of Aconite, which seems to have no
direct relation to any special organ.”

In his “ Medic. Jahrbuch,” IV., 465, the same author says :

% Perhaps Aconite acts specifically in synochal fever, by diminishing the
excess of fibrin in the blood.”

Loseraar, Allg. Hom. Ztg., X1IL:

“Agonite is a remedy which has the power of directly f_v,llnyinﬁ the storm
of the blood, when roused into an inflammatory condition, and therefore
supplies the place of the antiphlogistic apparatus of the old school.”

GourLox, “Archiv von Starr,” XIX,, 1:

“The true working sphere of Aconite is the inflammatory irritation of
the vascular system: reliof follows generally with general perspiration, and,
in children, often with critical epistaxis.” -

Rav (Organon der Spec. Heilkunde, p. 844) recommends the
use of Aconite in inflammations of the parenchymatose organs,
united with synochal fever.

Woury, “ Hygea,” IX., 53:

«T do not believe that Aconite merely allays the fever, in inflammation of
the lungs, without producing an effect upon the inflammatory congestion

* Literally, arteriality.
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but, on the contrary, am fully convinced that the beneficial effects of this
remedy in this disease are owing to the fact that it acts specifically upon the
parenchyma of the lungs, and that this action is greatly assisted by the
powerful influence it possesses upon the arterial blood-current.”

Cf. “Hygea,” XIL, 29 :

“If in pleuritic infusion, the plastic material prodominates, there is no
remedy w[:ich serves a better purpose than Aconite. I have never ob-
served that it acts upon the effusion itself, yet it should he given with the
view of breaking up the fever.”

Worrr, “ Hygea,” XVIIL, 436:

“Were we to confine ourselves rigorously to: proofs founded on fact, we
should conclude that the utility of Aconite in inflammations does not depend
upon its specific relation to the totality of the inflammatory process, but
only to one factor of it, the morbid movements of the blood and its stagna-
tion. Nothing is more unsuitable than to oppose, without further ado,
Aconite to every inflammation, because it is complicated with more or less
fever, nor when a ni.,'nnr:hial fever, accompanying the inflammation, is the
principal indication for Aconite, whose sphere is not limited to it.”?

Dixz, “ Hygea,” XVIII, 253 and 254 :

“I have repeatedly felt justified, on the strength of numerous observations,
in declaring that Aconite, regarded as a universal antiphlogistic—that is as
a remedy corresponding to the first stage of inflammation—as such, and
apart from its various modifications, occupies the foremost rank among all
medical plants which have been proved up to the present time. At all
events, it may as such take the first precedence of Nitre.”

MEever, Hom. Vierteljahrsch., 1., 390 :

“Aconite’s sphere of action is manifested principally in the ganglionic
system, and exercises here its special influence upon the nerves of the capil-
lary vessels, exciting fevers, congestions, and inflammations. It is subordinate
in its action to the apparatus of the motor nerves, where—apparently in
consequence of congestion—it sometimes excites convulsions and a para ytic
condition. In the sphere of the sensory nerves, it increases, on the one hand
their activity, and calls forth a great variety of painful sensations, and, on
the other hand, depresses their sensibility till it reaches total extinction.
On the central nerve-fibres, or upon the mind and di osition, it produces
an elevating effect, producing depression only in its reciprocal action. For

the rest, it i i i 1
0 ﬂ;:ﬂ h}il}a ':?ﬁema to have a special relation to the secretion !md separation

: I;g G. SonNEmER, “ Handbuch der reinen Pharmakodynamik,”
- 891

“The positive, as well as the negative toms of Aconite poin

all, in the clearest manner, to a Pr%?ound??hﬂtiun of the life o that:;:a];g;:
Asin the negative symptoms, this exhaustion of the vitality of the circula-
tory apparatus is seen even to asphyxia and cyanosis; so in the positive,
excitement of the same, amounting to synocha, and active inflammation and
nrﬁ:ma_l hemorrhages, shows the preponderance of the arterial action.

This profound a ection of the whole organism corresponds also to the
mental symptoms, particularly to the positive side. The ]:]'ﬁghﬁr psychical
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nerve-life is far less affected in degree and extent than the vegetative, and
the symptoms arising from it are, for the greater part, of that cI!I;,neruntBr that
we must feel inclined to believe them derived from secondary symptoms,
“The positive and developed disease produced by Aconite bears also the
character of pure hypersthenia, and, in accordance with homeeopathie prin-
ciples, shows us the fitness of Aconite as a pure genuine antiphlogistic;
while the negative development ghows us the asthenia driven to :51
point, and demenstrates the propriety of employing Aconite as a remedy in
extreme cases of paralysis of the capillaries, as in cholera, asphyxia, and
eyanosis.
“The principle forms of the condition produced by Aconite are:

“1. Synocha and inflammation; ariging from primordial irritation of the ;

nerves of the central vessels, which stands in opposition to exanthematous
and traumatic irritation, which proceeds from original irritation of the
nerves of the vessels of'the periphery.

“2. Rheumatism; that is, those congestive or inflammatory painful affec-
tii?na of the joints, muscles, or sensory nerves which arise In consequence
of cold.

“3. Gastroses; also with predominant affections of the liver, amounting to
jaundice,

“4. Paralysis of the nerves of the blood-vessels, us in cholera. :

5. Convulsions; but we regard all kinds of convulsions as consecutive,

.}uceeding from an@mia or hypersemia, in the centre of the higher nerve-
ife. ;

“6. Paralysis in the sphere of the physical nervous system.”

e h:ghﬂst.
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THERAPEUTIC EMPLOYMENT OF ACONITE.

CHAPTER L
Its EmMrroYMENT BY PHYSICIANS NoOT OF THE HOMEOPATHIC SCHOOL.

A. DISEASES OF THE CIRCFLATORY SYSTEM.
I.—Diseases from Disturbances in the Distribution of the Blood.

1. Amenorrhea.—Wesr (Archiv Génér, Ang, 1835), from the
circumstance that he saw, in Vienna, in the case of two women
who were suffering with rheumatism and menostasia, not only the
rheumatism disappear, but the menses return after the use of
Aconite, was led to make farther trials of it. His trials were
attended with such fayorable results that he felt justified in con-
cluding: That Aconite has no specific relation to rheuma or to
phthisis, but has a sedative effect upon the uterus, &ec., and there-
fore that its employment is not called for in acute inflammatory
congestions of this organ, but rather in amenorrheea, dependant
upon a spasmodic condition or upon chronic congestion of the
uterus.

2. Hemorrhages—Brox (Proceedings of the Royal Academy
of Sciences) cured in eleven days, of both complaints, a woman,
sixty years of age, suffering with uterine hsemorrhage and ischias.

Lieuraun (Inbegriff der ganzen Med. Praxis, IT., 817) also re-
commends Aconite in flooding,

Beurenps praises Aconite in metorrhagia dependant upon

rheumatism, which is liable to return after every slight cold (¢f'
117
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Suspormy, “Spee. Heilmittelehre,” IL, 161). Dr Max says in
relation to it, p. 47:

“ Alia ratione in affectione uteri illud adhiberi cupit. A. Dumas propter
sympatheian nempe, que adesse videtur in feminis inter fauces et uterum,
et propter Aconiti vim peculiarem in fauces, proposuit eo uti in doloribus
uteri. Dicit se observasse, uterum levari, quando fauces Aconiti vim perci-

perent, quum contra, ubi parum agit in fauces, ibi etiam parum utero leva-
minis affert.”

“ He wishes it to be used, upon other grounds, in affections of the uterus.
A. Dumas, on account of the acknowledged sympathy which is seen to exist,
in females, between the fauces and uterus, and on account of the peculiar
influence it has upon the fauces, proposes its employment in uterine affec-
tions. He says that he has observed that relief was afforded the uterus
when the fiuces seemed to receive the force of the Aconite ;' but when, on
the contrary, the fauces were but little affected, the uterus experienced but
slight rﬂlief‘.'”

3. Apoplexy~—J. L. Hanxemany (Med. Cog.Veget., p. 99) says:

“ A most excellent remedy in apoplexy is found in Napellus, which may
be numbered amongst the specific anti-spasmodics.”

I1.—Diseases Affecting the Circulation and Changes of the Blood.
1. Fever.
1. Fever in General.—Lomsarp, Gaz. Meéd. de Paris, Oct.,
1835:

“ Given in doses of a few drops of the diluted tincture, Aconite has fre-
quently been of great service to me, in lessening the fever, and limiting the
inflammatory disposition.”

MarceLro Ceriont (Dell! uso dell’ Aconito-Napello nelle
febri continue ed intermittenti irritative come surrogato al sa-
lasso ed al Sanguisugio. Piacenza, 1855. “On the Use of Aco-
nite as a Substitute for Bleeding and Leeching in Continuous and
Irritative Intermittent Fevers”) calls Aconite, p. 68:

“Un generoso controstimolativo ad ottundere e spegnere le force flogi-
stiche o disserrare in questi casi Padito alla crisi.”

“A powerful contrd-stimulant, capable of weakening and extinguishing
phlogistic labor, and, in such cases, promoting the crisis of the disease,”
and recommends its employment in all fevers, particularly in
continued rhewmatic and irritative intermittent. He has pre-
pared from the extract of it, a “Pomata Antiflogistica,” composed
of an ounce of ung. Saturinum, and a drachm each of extr. Aco-
niti, and ung. Mercuriale, which he uses by inunction, in painful
inflammatory conditions, and even in internal affections,

S
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9, Febris Rheumatica—According to KiNnpErvaTER, Aconite
is particularly indicated in rheumatic fevers which have a syno-
chial character, or erethismus, without local symptoms.

Freyasa (p. 66) employed Aconite, with the greatest success,
in an epidemic fever, in 1843—44, and which was characterized
by the unusual severity of the muscular and arthritic pains.
Great relief was also afforded from the external application of

the tincture.

8. Febris Intermittens—S16roK (p. 808) cured, in nine days
by the use of the extr. Aconiti, in a man, nineteen years of age,
a case of quartan fever, of three years standing.

Corrix tells us that his brother cured obstinate quartan fevers
which resisted all other remedies.

Opnerivs (Murray, p. 28) says:

“Aconite has acted as a discutient in lencophlegmatic swellings, remain-
ing after obstinate intermittent fevers.”

There are, also, several citations of LEsMAcHER, in RumumoLp
“ Diss.,” p. 29, SCHENKBECHER, in his “ Diss. de Kinkina,” p. 156,
Bercrus, in his  Mat, Med.,” p. 483, according to which Aconite
was employed, with success, in obstinate intermittent fevers.
Later times do not recognize its employment in intermittent fever.
Only very recently, MarcrLro CUerionr, has strongly recom-
mended the use of Aconite in intermittent irritative fevers. (See
above.) -

4. Febris Typhosa (Pestilentialis).— HercvLes SAXONIA
(Tract. de Plica Polonica, Batav., 1600, Cap. 52) says:

r ‘*Al}diﬁ, fuisse medicum in Germania, q]ui omnes peste correptos curavit
imposito pro vesicante Napello, eo scilicet virulentiam omnem ad so
trahente.”

“I have heard that there was a physician in Germania, who cured all
persons seized with the pest, by employing Napellus as a vesicant; this, as it
were, drawing all the poison to itself.”

More recently, Gasaroa (Bull. de'Thér., Aug., 1847) seems
to be the only one who has made a trial of Aconite in typhus;
yet he did not see that it had any particular influence upon the
disease, |

2. Inflnmmations and their Bequelm.

1. Ophthalmia.—Lo¥rLer (Practical Truths and Experiences,
Vol. I, p. 363) speaks in high terms of the application of a luke-
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warm compress, moistened with a solution of two drachms of the
extr. Aconiti, to Aqua Chamom, six ounces, as a very efficient
remedy in chronic asthenic inflammation of the eyes.

Brox cured, in three days, a case of traumatic inflammation of
the eyes—caused by burning with hot butter, with blisters on the
face, and, in which the cornea had lost its lustre and become
covered with a white pellicle—by means of the tincture of Aco-
nite, in water, applied externally, and dropped within the eye.
Alleviation of the pain, and sleep, followed immediately after the
first application.  Vide Buellet. Meédic. Belge, Aug., 1840.

Cave (Revue de Thérap., 1856, No. 9, p. 229) strongly recom-
mends Aconite as an antiphlogistic, in those inflammatory eom-

plications which are sometimes consequent upon the operation for

cataract.

2. Angina.—LOMBARD :

“T have seen swollen tonsils, after using Aconite only once reduced in
giz¢ in a few hours.” !

KivprrvaTER expresses himself quite as favorably and Ga-
BALDA also witnessed the best results in this disease.

8. Bronchitis, Pleuritis, Pnewmonia.— GABALDA praises
Aconite, particularly in the bronchitis of infants. KmwpERVATER,
in simple cases of acute pneumonia and pleurisy, caused by sup-
pression of the perspiration, after venesection had been first
resorted to, administered the ext. Aconiti-siccum, alone, or in
combination with the mixtura Salina Riveri, and had his Spiritus-
anti-rheumaticus, consisting of the tinet. Aconiti, Camphor, Am-
monium-causticum, and spirits, rubbed externally upon the breast.
The manner of cure, says he, makes a repetition of the venesec-
tion very seldom necessary; brings about an early, thoroughly-
formed, and strongly-marked crisis by the sweat and urine; de-
stroys the process of the disease thoroughly and radically, so
that, after the use of Aconite, there remains neither sensitiveness
of the air-passages, tendency to catarrh and relapses, nor general
prostration of strength. Inflmmations of the lungs in children,
according to the same author, particularly, are speedily resolved
after the use of Aconite, with profuse perspiration; while the
cough and other symptoms of pulmonary inflammation are alle-

viated, and, in a few days, recovery follows. Farther, KINDERVA-

THPSIS =
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TER gave Aconite in a case of genuine croup, with reference to
inflammatory and catarrhal affections of the air-passages, and
particularly for the tendency to spasmodic cough which remains
after influenza., Unfortunately, he administered it in conjune-
tion with other, and not always indifferent remedies.

While LoMBArD always saw pure pnenmonia quickly relieved
by the use of Aconite, GABALDA witnessed but slight effect from
its employment in this disease.

Scurorr ( Weekly Journal, of the Imperial and Royal Society
of Physicians, at Vienna) gives a highly instructive and convin-
cing case of pleuritis, with effusion in which the extract Aconiti-
neomont, given in doses of a sixth to half grain, four times daily,
brought about a cure, with strongly marked diuresis, in eight
days.

4. Carditis, Pericarditis Endocarditis Vitia-cordis et Va-
sorum.—LOMBARD recommends Aconite, as a direct sedative to
the heart, in hypertrophy of the ventricles and aneurism of the
great vessels, but does not, hewever, give his own experience
upon this point. :

FreMiNG (p. 67) speaks thus in relation to the employment
of Aconite in diseases of tne heart:

“Tn all those cases where the indication is clearly to diminish the action of
the heart, Aconite, is a most valuable remedy. In functiona, derangement it
will often be found, in conjunetion with appropriate treatment in respect to
diet, regimen, &ec., equal to obtaining a complete care. In certain cases of
. organic disease, .its use is followed by great alleviation of the painful symptons.

ere, however, it is really desirable to reduce the action of the heart, as in
simple hjrpertmpl'g, functional disorder, &e., Aconite seems to be superior to
Digitalis, and for the following reasons : Aconite is from the first, a pure se-
dative, while the depressing effect of Digitalis is alleged to ve preceded by a
stimulant action ; and many bear testimony to the injurious effect arising from
this excitement. Aconite acts more nnifurmerli,' than Digitalis, which, not un-
frequently, fails to produce the desired effect ; while its primary stimulant action
is eaid oceasionally to continue, without being followed by depression. The
former operates more rapidly in the course of an hour or two, and its action can
be maintained with safety by repeated small doses.

FremiNG also gives two cases of aneurism of the aorta, which
were accompanied by neuralgic pains in the side, and in which
Aconite afforded great relief
. D Gastritis and Enleritis.—~LOMBARD asserts that acute in-
inflammations of the intestines have been stayed in theiz progress
by the use of Aconite.
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KmvpervAaTER also employed Aconite, given in conjunction
with Opium, in a severe case of gastritis proceeding from cold.

6. Panaritivm.—CasPAR ScHWENEFELD (Stirp. et Fossil.
Silesize Catalogus, Leipsie, 1601. Lib. I, p. 143) asserts :

“ That, ns is shown by the trials of the rustics, the fresh root of Aconite,

mixed with the scales of brass, cures panaritia, commonly called ‘worm on
the finger.’ "

This is the only place we know of in medical literature which
belongs to this division, and, in this case, some of the effect pro-
duced must be ascribed to the scales of brass—copper-filings.

7. Perniones.—FrLEMING relieved very speedily, by the exter-
nal application of the tincture, the inflammation and itching of
chilblains,

-

IIT.— Affections of the Secretory and Secerning Apparatus.

1. Dysenteria.—Marsor (Bull. de Thér., Aug., 1849) saw, in
an epidemic dysentery which broke out on board a ship, under the
Torrid Zones, accompanied with violent inflammatory symptoms,
speedy and effectual relief from the use of Aconite; the inflam-
matory action disappeared, and still more speedily disappeared
the blood from the evacuations. Out of three hundred patients,
Mageor did not lose, under this treatment, a single one.

9. Gonorrhea.—LesMacHER employed, as is stated by HALLER
(Hist. Stirp. Helvetiz, p. 1198), a powder, composed of the extract -
of Aconite and sugar, in an old case of gonorrhoea.

Swepiaur employed it, with favorable results, in chronic gonor-
rheea complicated with rheumatism.—De Max, p. 47.

8. Fwanthemata. . BrystPELAS—GABALDA saw speedy re-
lief afforded by Aconite, also in this disease. Lisroxn, however,
seems to have been the first who made use of it in this affection,
who says, in his “ Elements of Surgery,” p. 64:

% The employment of the extract of Aconite in eryeipelas and other in-
flammatory affections, is often followed by so marked a ﬂecra’?ae in the
activity of the circulation as to render blood-letting unnecessary.

Fremine (p. 76) made use of Aconite in several cases of ery-
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sipelas, and gives a case at length. In another case of erysipelas
on the leg, of six days standing, and with which there was severe
inflammation, the pain abated after the first dose; disappeared
entirely in seven hours, and in two days the disease was com-
pletely subdued. In another case of erysipelas on the arm, the
pain was entirely removed in ten hours. In severe cases, Frem-
ING also recommends its external application.

b. Prurrros.—Fremmveg (p. 77) found Aconite effectual in re-
moving the violent, troublesome itching which often accompanies
skin-diseases. _

¢. Exantaemars CHRONIOA.—CAZENAVE administered as a
principal remedy in chronic papular skin-diseases—as lichen,
vrurigo, &c.—the ext. Aconite, made into pills with ext. Taraxici.
—BoncuarDAT, “ Annuaire de Thérapeut.,” 1851. 1

Tromson employed Aconite with success in inveterate psoriasis;
and we may here mention the recommendations of Brera, BrerT,
Barraey, DovsLE and, TroussEAU in syphilitic exanthemata, and
that of AvicENNA in lepra.

According to a statement of Vorerer (IL, 2, 325), LAFONTAINE
gives Aconite in plica-polonica.

De MAN (p. 47) says:

“ Writers say that in metastases of chronie exanthems, suppressed per-
spiration of the feet, and in other disturbances of the functions of the skin,

and sometimes even in inveterate exanthemata, Aconite proves of more
value than any other remedy.”

4. Hydrops—Dg Max, p. 49:

_“The Gallo-Franci of to-day, regards the diuretic virtues of Aconite as
higher and more certain than’those of any other remedy. DECANDOLE re-
lates that the rustic dwellers among the Alps use this plant in curing
dropsy, and Fovquier employed it with benefit in passive dropsical diseases
in our hospital *

5. Hocessive Perspiration—No remedy, says Imserr Gour-
BEYRE, proves 8o efficacious in chronic universal sweat, or those
profuse sweats which, in part, are idiopathic, and, in part, set in
in consequence of various diseases proceeding from cold, as the
ext. Aconiti, in strong doses of one-half to eight grains, twice a
day, or the syrup of Aconite, in doses of two tablesooonsful daily.
—Gaz. de Paris, Nos. 21 and 22, 1856,
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IV.—Affections in the Assimilation of the Blood and Nutrition.
1: Ictus Inseciorum Yenenniorum.

As to the ancients, all poisonous substances were antidotal to
other poisons, so do we also find Aconite recommended for the
stings of poisonous animalg.

“Napellus is highly extolled as an antidote to every poison, par-
ticularly to the bites of venomous insects,” says ANTON GUAYNER
(Opus Praecl. ad Praxin., Lugd,; 1525). It is certain that he has
borrowed from Prmwivs (Hist. Nat, Lib. XXII, Cap. IL), and
TreorarastTUus (Hist.- Plant., Lib. IX,, Cap. XIX.), as PaurLus
Ziaonias (Queest. Med. Legales, Amstelod., 1651; Quaest. IX,, p.
30) has also borrowed from these, and the very same words.

2. Malleus Humidus—Ozena. ;

‘A soldier, suffering with well-marked symptoms of chronic
ozoena, with the formation of abscesses on various parts, took
daily seventy-five centigr. of the extract of Aconite. A cure was
effected in three months. In another case, the same remedy gave
decided relief, but could not avert a fatal termination—ZL’ Union,
No. 17, 1853. DEroAISNE.

We call to mind here the recommendation of StAmL, given in
the “ Historical,” who saw Aconite employed in worm-troubles of
horses.

3. Scrophulosis et Tumores Glandularum.

Storox’s cases relate to swellings of the cervical and inguinal
glands, and to those of the breast and the parotid; Aconite also
effected cures in cases in which Conium had previously been
employed without effect.

GreEpmyg (p. 229) also cured three cases of chronic glandular

swellings of the neck by Aconite, and Kamrr, (Act. Soc. Hass.)
also speaks highly of the use of Aconite tincture, in ten-drop doses,
in swellings of the cervical glands. We find no experience on
this point of a later date.

Janx, who never employed this remedy himself in scrofula,
gives, in his (Special Mat. Med., p. 45), a prescription of Srorx for
goitre, which consists of Antimon.-crud, Guajak, and extract of
Aconite.

il e, il e ic
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4. Phthisis nnd Tubercnlosis.

Buscr (Recherches sur la Nature et le Traitment de la Phthisie
Pulmonaire, Strasb., a. IX\) (Hrcker Jowrnal der Erfindun-
gen, Theor. and Widerspr., 1802) recommends the use of Aconite
in the first stages of consumption, in doses of two grains every
two hours, increasing the dose a grain every day, till the attacks
cease or narcotic symptoms are observed. :

JAHN says (Speciell. Mat, Med., p. 46), in relation to this
method of Busom, that he has lately employed it several times in
consumption with suppuration, and had seen it followed by the
most marked success; and although, in advanced phthisis, he
could do but little towards effecting a cure, yet he was able to
render the condition of the patient supportable, and produce
marked relief, particularly from the troublesome stitches and the
~ dyspneea of the chest,

Acecording to Buscn (BAuvmis on Consumption, from the French
by Fisouzr, 1809, IT.,115) and HarrerL Duv FRANKEL, at Strasburg,
(DE Max, 48) were more particularly the ones who praised the
good effects of Aconite in incipient phthisis.

9. Syphilis.

Stérok cured a patient suffering with inveterate syphilis by
the use of Aconite (p. 321). The disease displayed itself parti-
cularly in tophi, which, by the use of Aconite, passed into suppu-
ration, and got completely well.

OFrERDINGER agserts that syphilitie induration of the testicle,
of long standing, may, if the remedy be continued a long time.
often be removed in the most gratifying manner. -

Frrrze (Med. Annalen, Vol. I, p. 827) prefers Aconite in inve-
terate lues to Mercury; and Trm.entus has witnessed, in nocturnal
pain in the bones, better results from Aconite than from Opium

Srérrer (Observations and Experiences, p- 146) administers
Aconite with confidence in syphilis, partly to prepare the body
fm: cure by inunction, and partly during the same to promote per-
gpiration. :

6. Diathesls Purnlenta et Febris Puerpernlis.
: T]%‘-IEBIEE (Bull. de. Thér.) ascribes as specific a virtue to Aco-
nite in the purulent diathesis as to Tartar-emetic in pneumonia;

but employs, at the same time, venesection to syncope. He also
A



126 A MONOGRAPH UPON ACONITE.

advises its employment as a prophylactic, when, for example, during
an epidemic of puerperal fever, there is fear of the disease being
taken by lying-in women. Dose: four grammes of the tincture
in twenty-four hours.

Dusois and Grisories ((Faz. des Hop., 66-83, 1852) also
obtained from the tincture of Aconite, in several cases of puerpe-
ral fever, decided and speedy recovery.

7. Uleers.

STORCK saw, in several cases, obstinate ulcers healed by the in-
ternal and external use of Aconite. it

8. Carcinomn.

In two cases of cancer, FLesminG (p. 76) saw great mitigation of
the pain follow the employment of Aconite, which seemed here to
act as an anodyne. '

9. Rheumatism and Arvthritis.

Stérck gives among his cases several of gout and chronic
- rheumatism, which were completely cured by the use of Aconite,
though, in some of these, the joints were already in a condition
of ineipient anchylosis. '

Corrin gives three cases of gout, affecting the joints, which
were cured by Aconite.

Gesxer (Samml. von Beob., 2 Aufl, p. 106) cured, by means of
Aconite, a tedious case of pain in the joints in a woman forty
years old, and in a hysterical girl.

Kimer (Act. Soc. Hass.) has also found the tincture of Aconite
very efficacious in gouty pains, and Samym (Arthritic Diseases
and their Cure, Basel, 1808) speaks in high terms of Kaser's
Aconite tincture.

As we have already mentioned, Remvmorn's and Enrmarp1's
dissertations had particularly in view the curative power of Aco-
nite in gout, and MurrAY has given the favorable results which
have been obtained from the employment of Aconite in gout and
rheumatism by Rosessremns, Opmerivs, Hast, Risg, JopE, SToL-
LER, GMELIN, RAGoUX, and SCHENCKBECKER.

Two panegyrists in particular of Aconite are O{EERTEUFFER,
(Hufel. Journ., 1X., 3, p. 92) and BARTHEZ (Treatise on G-::ut,
Vol. L, p. 116) who recommended it, not only in the most varied

Jal sl i Tale

i
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forms of chronie rheumatism, but also in acute rheumatism of the
joints, as well as in arthritis-nodosa.

Lousarp (Gaz. Med. de. Paris, No, 26, 1834) praises extr.
Aconiti spir., six to ninety grains a day, as a specific remedy in
acute rheumatism of the joints; it speedily allays the pain and
swelling, as well as relieves the synovial effusion contained in the
affected joints.

Gasarpa also saw, in acute rheumatism of the joints, abate-
ment of the fever and pain, and simple rheumatism without fever
was cured by the essence of Aconite in three or four days; in
chronic rheumatism its employment was followed by material
relief.

ScaNEmER (Hufel. Journ., 1829, 2, p. 97) says: Aconite stands
among the first of the narcotic remedies, in respect to the short-
ness of duration of its therapeutic effect; and any one who employs
the extract in rheumatismus calidus, and does not give it in doses
of two to three and a half grains every two hours, but much less
frequently will (so costly a remedy is it in this disease) hardly
accomplish much with it, and where there is danger of the rheu-
matism affecting the heart, it must be given in doses of a grain
every hour.

Cuarr (Journ. Génér. de Meéd., XXIV., 136) gives four cases
which he observed, in which rheumatism disappeared from the
use of one-half grain of the extract during the day, increasing the
dose to eight grains.

Bussg, who devotes, in Hurerano's Journal, 1842, a special
chapter to Aconite, is of the opinion, mn regard to its good effect
in rheumatic diseases, that it may be employed as well in chronie
rhenmatism and not attended Ly fever, as well as in inflammatory
and acute rheumatism, only he wishes justice done to the antiphlo-
gistic indications, and gastric irritation, if there be any, allayed.

Unfortunately, he never could refrain from mixing up some
remedy with it, such as Nitrum, Antimony, Laurocerasus Guia-
cum, &c.

Frmaxe also recommends the employment of Aconite in acute,
a8 well as in chronic rheumatism. In relation to the former he
Bays :

“ Aconite not only effects a cure in a shorter period than any other mode
of treatment, but appears to possess the great negative advantage of not in
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creasing the liability to extension of the disease to the membranes of the
heart. Indeed, it seems rather to protect the patient from that dangerous

complication.”

:ﬁn accompanying table, in which are given twenty-two cases,
principally from his own practice, of acute rheumatism with fever,
shows how speedily Aconite can cure the most inveterate cases
and complications. He also regards the sedative virtues of Aco-
nite in this disease as above those of Opium, and particularly has
found that convalescence has been of short duration.

In chronic rheumatism, FLesming recommends the external and
internal use of this remedy, particularly in those forms of passive
chronic rheumatism, in which fever is entirely wanting, and whien
are characterized rather by cold and stiffuess of the painful joints.

Janx (Spee. Mat. Med,, p. 43) says: -

« Aconite relieves almost with more certainty in chronie rhreumatism
than in rheumatic fever. This seems to be the proper sphere of Aconite.

B, DISEASES OF THE NERVOUS SYSTEM.

1.—Neuralgia.
1. Neuralgia in General.

Next to TurNBULL, who first made - trial of Aconite with a
view of ascertaining its curative properties in neuralgias, SKEY
and GaBALDA were more particularly the first who saw in Aconi-
tine an excellent remedy in neuralgic pains of all sorts.

Graves (Dublin Jowrnal, Feb., 1851) pronounces Aconite,
in obstinate neuralgias, in most cases a remedy, which acts with
speed and certainty; its use seems to him parficularly indicated
in neuralgias which have a gouty or rheumatic foundation.

Prrema gives (p. 57) a table exhibiting all the varied forms
of neuralgia, in forty different cases, mostly observed by himself,
and by which it appears that the most obstinate cases are, by the
use of Aconite, cured in a surprisingly short time. In these cases,
Aconitine was frequently brought into requisition. As to the
question whether, in neuralgia, the external application, as recom-
mended by TursBULL, PEREIRA, COPLAND, Warsox, and SEEY
was best, or its internal administration, according to HureLAND,
Bussk, and Treauier, FLEMING gives it as his opinion that, if
the neuralgia be owing to inflammation in the painful part, or is
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due to sympathetic irritation, the internal use of the remedy is
better; but if, on the contrary, the pain is owing to local irritation
of the nerve, the external use should be resorted to.

2, Locanl Nenralgin.

1. Cephalalgia—VoaeL (Surgical Observations, p. 78) cured
with Aconite an obstinate case of hemicrania.

Raprey (Lancet, Vol. IL, No. 27, 1837) has witnessed speedy
and certain effects from the extract of Aconite in pure nervous
headaches; the same effects are confirmed by THEALIER, Revue
Med., Feh 1834; Burerss, fdinb. Meéd. and Surgic. Jowrn.,
1840, p

merm (p. 139) prefers in such cases the extarnal application,
if the pain be circumscribed or follow the course of the nerves.

2. Prosopalgic.—Ravemacuer (Hufl. Journ., L, p. 615) gave,
in a case of facial neuralgia, from. three to six grains of the
extract of Aconite, but unfortunately in combination with Sas-
safras and Guajak. A cure followed, with the breaking sut of
herpes-furfuraceus upon the affected plﬂ.ce, and the formation of
an abscess on the palatal bones.

Hurevano (Hufl. Journ., IX,, 3, p. 94) gave fifty drops of the
tr. Aconiti-etherea, four times a day, in a case of violent facial
neuralgia. WEesNER. experienced a similar case in himself (/&id
1829, 2 Bd,, p. 87). '

Mastus (Uontrlhutmns to a Future Mﬂnograph on Nervous
Pains in the Face, in Hecker's Annalen d. ges. Heilkunde, VI,
290) does not regard Aconite as a sovereign remedjr in t].us
disease, but claims for it very favorahle_results in prosopalgia-
rheumatica.

GaparpA administered continually the spirituous tincture in
facial neuralgia with the hlghest success; sometimes, where it
was of an intermittent character, in conjunctlun with Quinine,

THEALIER reports cases (p. 2) cured by Aconite.

TurNBULL preferred in prosopalgia, Aconitine in the form of a
salve, and gives in his work a number of successful results. Skry
followed him (Lond. Med. Gaz., Vol, XIX., p: 181), and by the
reports which he gives of the hlﬁtﬂr}' of cases, increases the num-
ber of successful cures obtained |y the external employment of

Aconitine, *
9
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Fremixeg (p. 60) gives four successful cases, which relate to
long-existing prosopalgia, in which the tineture of Aconite, applied
externally, was more particularly resorted to.

Asax (Revue de Thér., par Marr. Lavzer, IIL, 1855) cured
two cases of facial neuralgia by the internal administration of the
extract of Aconite. In the “Bull. de Therap.” LL, p. 820, Oct.
1856, the same writer gives a case of intermittent facial nenral-
gia, cured by the ext. Acon. alcohol, ten, twenty, to forty centigy.
being given a day, in from two to four doses.

8. Odontalgia.—FiemiNe (p. 62) obtained, by rubbing the
tincture of Aconite upon the gum, and by introducing a few
drops of it in the carious tooth, in cases of toothache, very

great alleviation of the pain, and often instant and permanent
relief,

4. Otalgia—Frevise (ibidem) also advises, in this form of
neuralgia, the introduction of a drop or two of the tincture of
Aconite, diluted with an equal quantity of water, into the exter-
nal meatus, or to rub the parts outside with the pure tincture of
Aconite, and has repeatedly witnessed alleviation of the pain, and
often radical help.

To relieve the troublesome ringing in the ears, in cases of
deafness, and which troubles the patient even morée than the
deafness itself, BLancnET has employed for many years, with
excellent success, Aconitine in doses of one to ten centigrammes a
day, internally, and externally, in the form of a salve, to the middle
meatus (Revue de Thérap., 1856, p. 13).

5. Qurdialgio—Geser (Hurr, Journal, VIIL, 1, 180) cured, with
the extract of Aconite, a case of cardialgia, having a rheumatic
origin, which had resisted all remedies, even Opium, and pained
the patient almost to distraction. :

Fremine (p. 64) gave, in six cases of pure gastralgia, a mix-
ture composed of tinctura Aconiti, 3j, Natr.-carb,, zjss, Magnes.-
sulph., 3jss, aqua., V], & tablespoonful at a dose when the pain
was severe, and generally saw immediate relief from each dose,
and in four cases a permanent cure in a few days.

6. Newralgia-Thoracica et Cordis.—In this form of neura.lgi%,
appearing as neuralgia-intercostalis and thoracia, and often attri-

-
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buted to spinal irritation, FreminG (p. 62) found the local appli-
eation of the tincture extremely suceessful.

Ineert GourBeyre cured in two days, with the tincture of
Aconite, a severe case of neuralgia-cordis, with a slight organic
affection of the heart, in a woman forty years old.—* Revue

Thérap.” 1856, p. 67.

7. Lumbago.—CorLix (p. 145) gives a case of cure in lumbagpo,
brought about by Aconite.

Fresane (p. 75) treated ten cases of lumbago, part by the
entiresy internal use of the tincture of Aconite, and part by its
internal and external use; all were cured according to the length
of time which they had existed, in from one to eight days.

8. Jschias.—Coruin (p. 141) cured with the extract of Aconite
a case of ischias produced by wounding a toe. Tumarrer also
reports two successful cases; and in twelve cases, which he treated”
by the internal administration of Aconite, FLgminG saw in seven
complete, in two, temporary cures, in two, partial relief, and in
_one, only, no benefit whatever (p. 63).
Janw, “ Praktisch. Mat. Med,,” I, p. 44 :
“In ischias and sciatica, I know no remedy which hringa such speedy and

certain relief as the mixture of Aconite and the Sal. Sedativ. Hombergi.
After only a few doses, the patient experiences at once considerable reliﬂ%}“

9. Neuralgia-Cruralis—Fremmve cured a case of neuralgia-
cruralis, seated on the inside of the patella, by the external use
of the tincture of Aconite, in a short time (p. 63).

10. Newralgia-Brachialis et Digitoruwm.—Coruix (p. 141)
cured a neuralgia of the arm with Aconite tincture.

TurseuLL (p. 189) cured, in four weeks, a case of neuralgia-
digitorum, by the internal and external use of the tincture of -
Aconite, and, later, the salve of Aconitine.

According to Freymve’s account, Cormaok relieved a neuralgia
of the right hand by the internal use of the tincture of Aconite.
A relapse oceurring some time after, the patient could not be
p':'.‘ew,llﬂd upon to use the remedy again, in consequence of some
dimness of vision which it had given rise to in the first instance.
—FLew., p. 63.
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II.—Neuroses.
-I.! Mthmﬂ.-

GrepING cured, the seventh case, an asthma, by the extract of
Aconite, which seemed dependant on irregular hzmorrhoids and
rhenmatism.

In a case of hysteria, with spasmodic asthma, and aceompanied
by attacks resembling epilepsy, Fresing (p. T7) saw, after the
employment of Aconite, the attacks ‘diminish in number and
severity. In spasmodic asthma of a less violent character, he
frequently made use of Aconite with benefit.

2. Anginn-Pectoris.

Although without any immediate experience in this complaint,
Fremixe (p. 64) nevertheless concludes, from the good effects
which Dr. CorLAND saw from its use in neuralgia of the heart,
that its internal employment, particularly, must be very service-
able in angina-pectoris.

3. Tussis=Convulsiva.

(GiABALDA saw, after the internal use of the tincture of Aconite,
striking abatement and gradual disappearance of the paroxysms
of coughing.

I 4. Convulsiones et Epilepsin.

CoLuiy (p. 136) completely cured in two months, by the use of
Aconite, a girl wuffering with hemiplegia, whose courses were
absent, and who had had convulsions daily for several years.

Fresixa (p. 77) is of the opinion that benefit might be derived
from its employment in tetanus and chorea.

I11.—Paralyses et Paraplegie.

Grepixe relieved materially (p. 235), by the extract of Aconite,
a case of rheumatic paralysis, connected with rheumatic pains.

Ravemacner (Hufel. Jowrnal, 1., 615, and Sonirrer, Hufel.
Journal, XLVIL, 2, 27) saw diplopia made to disappear after
the nse of Aconite.

Rrcrrer recommends Aconite in amaurosis.— Vo1e1EL, “ System
of Mat. Med.,” p. 826, IL, 2.
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Roques cured, in the space of a few days, with a small dose, a
case of nyctalopia which had existed several months,.—Dz Max,

p. 49.

(. MENTAL DISORDERS.

Numerous as were the trials made with Aconite by Grepixg,
in all kinds of mental disorders, there were in no case c¢lear indi-
cations of a beneficial effect. _

SceNemEer (Contribution to a Materia Medica for Psychical
Diseases, Tubingen, 1824, p. 278) calls Aconite a powerful ex-
citant, as well to the peripheric as the cenfral nerve-system.
Although experience does not enable us to decide fully enough
in regard to its efficacy in melancholy and epilepsy to justify us
In recommending its employment for psychical disorders, its ju-
dicious use may be of service in those cases dependant upon in-
activity of the nerve-ganglia of the abdomen, stagnation of the
portal system, retrocedent gout, and cutaneous eruptions, :

CHAPTER II.

Exprorment By HoM@oraTHic PHYSICIANS.

ALREADY nine years before the publication of the “ Fragmen-
ta de Virib. Medicamentorum Positivis,” in the year 1796, S.
HAnNeMANN, in his work, “ Attempt to Discover a. New Principle
of Ascertaining the Power of Medical Substances, together with
Some Considerations of the Former Methods,” called attention to
the fact that Aconite, by virtue of the peculiar symptoms to
which it gives rise, may be, and has already been employed as a
curative remedy in certain diseases which are characterized by
similar peculiar symptoms. While we take it for granted that
the physiological symptoms enumerated by HanNEMANN in the
place referred to are already known, we mention here only the

conditions of disease in which he recommends the use of Aconite,
namel}r- '
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“ Pains in the limbs of every kind, chronie rheumatic toothache, false
pleurisy, facial neuralgia proceeding from artificial teeth, total and partial
paralysis of individual extremities and organs, enuresis, paralysis of the
tongue, 11.111mm:uﬂif;r convulsions, epilepsy, cutaneous troubles and uleers, hys-

teria, mania, &e’

We miss here the indications of the inflammatory diseases and
fevers in general, which Hanxemany gives in the preface to the
article on Aconitum-napellus in the “Mat. Med. Pur.” As we
have previously referred to the general indications mentioned, we
pass at once to the clinical experiences which are afforded by
homeeopathic physicians in their literature. It would lead us too
far to give at full length each individual case of sickness, with its
special form; it is far better, and of incomparably more impor-
tance to become acquainted with the special indications accord-
ing to which Aconite is employed by homeeopathic physicians in
individual forms of disease.

A. AFFECTIONS OF THE CIBCULATORY SYSTEM.
I.—Diseases from Disturbances in the Distribution of the Blood.

1. Congestiones et Vertigo-Congestiva.

Aconite is particularly appropriate to congestions in plethoric
men and young people of apoplectic habits; a predominant
symptom in the patient is, that they cannot remain standing, but
feel a constant inclination to sit down. We find several such
cases, which relate to congestions of the head, in Allg. Hom.
Ztg., XXXIL, 228. “Hygea” V., 102.

Griessenion expresses himself on this point, “Hygea,” V., 218:

“[ have frequently subdued congestions to noble parts, as the head and
chest, in grown-up persons, but frequently the relief is only palliative. A high
degree of congestion in the breast, in a pregnant woman in her last month,
was removed hy Aconite, so that she was able to sleep tranquilly, and was
no longer afraid of suffocating. TIn diseases of children, which are so often
characterized by congestions to the head and inflammatory irritation, Aco-
nite plays an important part.”

Caspary (Annals of Clinical Homeeopathy, L, 250) also cured
with Aconite congestive troubles in a pregnant woman.

In conzestions during the process of labor, if, where the head
of the child is unnaturally large, or presents in a difficult positon,
even resolute women—on account of the pains succeeding each
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other at short intervals—utter loud eries, and the face becomes
red and covered with sweat, and there is great thirst, Aconite
seems, according to WesseLuGrt's experience (Corresp. Hom,
Aerzte, XIV., 153), to prove of great service.

In congestions to the breast, particularly those of a phthisical
character, we shall find, farther on, Aconite an excellent prophy-
lactic in the cough attended with bloody expectoration.

Rau (Hygea VIL, 399) also recommends Aconite in conges-
tions to the breast in the stage of reaction in cholera.

2. Apoplexin=-Sanguninen.

* The general indications for Aconite in apoplexy are particu-
larly given by Krrvssrur (Therapie, p. 126). The use of every
other remedy should be neglected rather than this, and it sub-
dues at once that kind of apoplexy which demands, more than all
others, speedy assistance. It may be administered, also, where
there is a momentary uncertainty as to the true cause of the
apoplexy, and is particularly suitable to the habitus-apoplecticus,
and to individuals who are troubled with any diseases of the
blood-vessels, or with heemorrhages. The head feels hot to the
touch, the carotids pulsate strongly, the temperature of the skin
is warm, the pulse full, strong, hard, or also oppressed, but not
intermittent. _

Sturym cured 2 case of apoplexy, arising from fear and anger,
by Aconite (Allg. Hom. Zeitg., 1., 66). The same cured also
an apoplexia-sanguinea of a toper.—/bid., p. 67.

3. Amenorrhen.

Indications are wanting ; we have met with but one case of this
kind recorded, which was written by Merawse (Allg. Hom. Ztg.,
XIII., 303). He effected, by means of Aconite, a complete and
permanent cure of the amenorrheea, which, unaccompanied by
any other troubles than tightness in the pracordial region and
dyspneea, had existed for six months, the patient being a girl,
twenty-one years old, of a plethoric habit.

4. Hemorrhagim.,
1. Narium.—Krruvssier (Therapie, p. 186) says:

.- Aconite will be found useful in bleedings from the nose which are united
with great rush of blood to the head ; this condition is indicated by heat of
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the head, red fuce, and injected eyes, accompanied b i

of the circulatory a:,ratem'.]” i 5 e
This is confirmed by WesEr, “ Hom. Archiv.” XVI,, 2, 18.
ScuroN (Hygea, V., 101) has often treated successfully, by

Aconite, frequently recurring and exhausting epistaxis, where

there was also congestion to the head, in womien very far advanced

in years.

2. Hwmopto—Hmmorrhages from the lungs always proceed
from a certain congestive condition, of which, in most cases, tu-
bercles lie at the bottom. As Aconite is beneficial in pure conges-
tions to the breast, so must it be also in those congestions to
which the heemoptysis is due, as, for example, in straining, ascend-
ing mountaing, shocks, &e, .

Aconite, however, has been of most use in the haemoptysis of
phthisis. So the Allgem. Hom. Ztg., IX. No. 16. Heicngr-
HEDM Says farther, “ Hygea,” V., 207:

“I have restrained many cases of htemoptysis by this remedy; the pa-
tients were generally young men and women, in whom the circulation was
restrained by the formation of tubercles in the lungs. I administered Aco-
nite at short intervals, every two or three hours, until the flow of blood
ceased and the coéxisting agitation of the blood was repressed. I have sel-
dom known relapses where the cure has been continued.”

Also, according to Grmsserion (Hyg, V., 218), active haemop-
tysis demands the employment of Aconite; but, since tubercles
may be regarded, in most cases, as the bases of these, it acts only
as a palliative.

3. Hwmatemesis, Melena.—It would be difficult to establish
an indication for Aconite in these conditions, dependant as they
are, for the most part, upon disturbances of different kinds, and.
upon active congestions; yet there is one ease published, in which
Aconite proved of service in these conditions. This case,commu-
nicated by Scarorer (Neues Archiv, IIL, 2., 135), has reference
to a child, three days old, who was seized immediately after birth
with vomiting of blood, and dark, bloody stools, refused the breast,
and became emaciated. The trouble was relieved by the two-
hundredth dilution of Aconite, and cold applications to the abdo-
men. We refrain from comment, as the case criticizes itself.

Aconite is also found among the remedies mentioned by Art-
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amiiceer (Ally. Hom. Zig., X, 8) in melena, but without any
special indications being given.

4, Hwemorrhoids—According to HamNemany (Therap., I,
199), Aconite often affords relief in hemorrhoids: blood is lost,
there is sticking and drawing in the anus, fullness of the abdomen,
with drawing, pressure, and colicky pain, and exhausting pain in
the small of the back. : '

IT.—Affections in the Movements and Changes af the Blood.

1. Taver. -
1. Fever in General and Febris-Catarrhalis—Trmvks (Hy-
gea, XIIL, p. 154) thus expresses himself in regard to the indi-

cations for Aconite in fever:

“ Aconite is the most sovereign remedy for fever in its original form and
ghape ; it cures the fever speedily and certainly, though it may exist accom-
panied by every variety of local pains, It is, in this respect, surpassed by
no other remedy, and 15 truly a God-like medicine, and while it removes
that part of the dizease which threatens the most danger, and in a certain
measure isolates the local affection, in many diseases it removes this at the
same time. Those fevers which are aroused by some disturbance of an
" organ, derive from Aconite even the greatest benefit.” '

Govrroxn, Hom. Vierteljalhrsch., I, p. 279 :

“The fever, increased by the strong external impression, or by the gredt
weakness of the organism, is of a nervous inflammatory character. Especi-
ally is this frequent in children : the headache is violent; the giddiness and
weakness of the muscles make it almost impossible to hold up the head end
body, and the limbs tremble; stupefaction alternates with great restlessness
and figllt phantasies. In little children, there are convulsions and startings
with affright: in larger, sights of strange shapes; the pulse generally very
frequent, and the fever for the most part continuous. Here 18 Aconite the
sovereign remedy! As violent the symptoms, as certain the aid. -

Griesserich, “ Hygea,” IV, 311:

“Catarrhal fever in little children, with frequent rattling respiration
laboring thorax, affection of the eyes with lachrymation, red, swollen face,
inclination to sleep, startings up, thirst, hot, dry skin, frequent pulse, sup-

ressed secretion of urine. Hero was Aconite a valuable remedy in dimin
1shing the great activity of the vessels. I have seen, by the use of this
remedy, the most violent febrile reaction disappear in twelve hours.”

And “Hygea,” V., 216

*“In inflammatory-catarrhal and simple catarrhal fevers the circulatory
eystem is at least held in check, which, however, is not particularly true in
regard to influenza, to the peculiar catarrhal nervous pains of which I have
not found Aconite to correspond.” -
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Berxsren (Ally. om. Ztg., VIL, 23) expresses himself to
the same effect. :

After the careful provings in the hospital, Wugs and Casrer
(Clin. Studies, p. 29) may give their opinion of the curative power
of Aconite in catarrhal fever; they say:

“Is the fever accompanying the catarrh so violent as to make the local
pains seem of minor importance, and therefore demand our principal atten-
tion, there cannot be a moment’s doubt as to the proper selection of the re-
mm‘i;i,', although the employment of Aconite i not iml]iuul.ed by the irritated

condition of the mucous membrane. The febrile symptoms soon cease after
its use, at least the next day.”

2, Febris Gastrico-Inflammatoria.—Aconite may undoubted-
ly be employed with benefit in those fevers which accompany
acute inflammations of the gastric organs; but, in these cases,
the fever is only symptomatic. But, in those cases of gastric fever
to which, on account of the painfulness of single regions of the
abdomen, the name gastric-inflammatory has been given, Aconite
is employed only at the beginning, and, shortly afterwards, in
alternation with other remedies, which complete the cure. So

in the cases which are communicated by Griessericn (Hygea, V.,
219) and Royie (Corresp. Hom. Aertze, 10).

8. Febris Typhosa et Bilioso Maligna Tropica.—With the
exception of the statement in the MHomdop. Zig., IX., 24, that
Aconite was found serviceable in the pest, at Constantinople, and
the communication of HoLcoasg, in regard to yellow fever, in the
Homiopath. Vierteljalrschr., Vg pp. 406 and 434, to the effect
" that Aconite and Belladouna were the specific remedies in the
first stage of yellow fever, there exist neither indications nor suc-
cessful results to recommend its employment in those cases which
are regarded as belonging to the family of typhus.

4, Febris Intermittens.—Individual observers are not wanting
who ascribe to Aconite a curative power in intermittent fever.
Govrrox (Hom. Viertelj., L, 289) communicates a statement of
Everarp, who had cured, in the Netherlands, in a very short
time, by the use of Aconite, given a short time previous to and
during the attacks, a case of intermittent fever which had {eslsted
all the ordinary remedies, even large doses of Quinine. Unfortu-
nately, nothing is said about the particular kind of this intermit-
tent fever. '
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Bernsteny (Allg. Hom. Zig., VIL, No. 23) also administered
Aconite during intermittent fever, often a short time before the
paroxysm, but does not mention the circumstances which prompted
him to employ it.

Scrnwas administered to children who suffered with intermit-
tent fever—which was almost endemic on account of the Rhine—
pure Aconite; the fever being accompanied with but little cold,
but very intense heat, often lasting from ten to twelve hours. The
attacks must not, however, have occurred too frequently.—*Hy-
gea,” I, p. 76. :

A very violent headache, which existed during ome of the
paroxysms, in a very robust man, was, aceording to the same writer,
materially bettered.

Wury and Caspar (Clinical Studies), who - give seventy-seven
cases of intermittent fever, of all the various types and forms,
never had any occasion to bring Aconite into use.

2, Inflnmmations and their Consequences.

1. Eneephalitis, Meningitis, Hydrocephalus-Acutus.— Ac-
cording to the views of various authors, Aconite seems, in these
forms of disease, to dispute the preference with Belladonna.
Some have, however, attempted to mark out certain indications
for it.

Thus Krevssuer (Therapie, p. 5T) says :

“ That always, when only the first signs of inflammation of the brain are
manifest, or in the state o developed inflammation, Aconite is the remedy
which must be first administered. It is not necessary to consider here
whether or not inflammatory fever is already present, for pure inflamma-
tion of the brain-substance, as well as of the membranes, ealls, in most
cases, for this remedy from the beginning of the disease to the occurrence
of the pseudo-erisis, Should there be within twelve or twenty-four hours
no amelioration, neither sweat, sediment in urine, nor nose-bleed, and the

restlessness continues, and sopor and delirium set in, recourse must be had
to another remedy.” -

The same opinion is expressed by him in another place.—.A/lg.
Hom. Ztg., XXIX., 113. |

HeroneLnene (Hygea, V., 8, 205) treated eight children in the
first stage of encephalitis, and soon restored them by the use of
Aconite,

Scardx found Aconite always very useful (Hygea, V. 102) in
dentition of children, if congestions to the head set in, with symp-
toms of threatening inflammation of the brain.
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The only cases of cure of the dizeases mentioned which are
offered in the homowopathic literature, have almost all been treated
by Aconite, at least, as the first and principal remedy, though
often followed, within a few hours, by Belladonna, Nux.-vom., &ec.

In a case of Noack’s (Allg. Hom. Ztg., XXL, 81) Belladonna,
which was administered at first, afforded no relief, but Aconite
being afterwards given, effected a cure.

For the rest, whether, in these case which have been given,
the diagnosis has always been correct, we leave to be decided.

2. Oplithalmia—~—Inflammations of the eyes—those organs as
important as finely construeted and complicated—have often found,
according to the experience of homeeopathie physicians, their
only remedy in Aconite, whether they were of a traumatic, ca-
tarrhal, specifie, rheumatic, or syphilitic nature.

Stapr says of traumatic inflammation of the eyes (Archiv,,
VIIL, 3,185) that Aconite, if a timely use be made of it, is a very
efficient remedy, which may also be premised with advantage by
other remedies, if the disease have assumed more of a chronie
form, particularly if eomplicated with violent pain and photophobia,

The cases relative to this disease are: Duperon (Allg. Hom.
Ztg:, XXXVIL, 357), and particularly Arxorp (Hom. Vier-
teljakrsch., IV., 353), in the communication headed, “Inflamma-
tion of the Eye, the cause of which continues to exist, cured by
the internal administration of Aconite.” This case, in which a
splinter of iron had got into the eye and produced severe inflam-
mation, which disappeared so soon after the use of Aconite that
the eye, otherwise very sensitive to the light, could be examined,
though the splinter was yet clearly visible, and was then for the
first time removed, is highly instructive. In simple catarrhal
ophthalmia, Grizssericn says (Hygea, V.) that he has frequently
witnessed good results from the use of Aconite alone. |

A case of intermittent ophthalmia, which had lasted several
days, and in which violent beating pain in the right temple,
sticking and drawing pain in the right eye, with swelling and
redness of the eyelids, strongly marked redness ﬂ+f the con-
junctival bulbs, lachrymation and photophobia set in at eight
o'clock every morning, and completely disappeared in a few hours,
was cured by GrizseLicn with Aconite, after Arsenic and Bella-

. sk . - c————i u s
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donna had been employed without effect. At the expiration of
several months, the same condition returned, but this time proved
amenable, not to Aconite, but to Belladonna.

Kxorre (dllg. Homdopath. Zig., XIX., 65) cured with Aco-
nite two cases of ophthalmia-blennorrhoica ; Sulphur being admin-
istered evenings.

Even ophthalmia-neonatorum, according to Gross (Archiv,, X,
2, 63), may be easily subdued by the timely use of Aconite in
the beginning of the disease.

Ophthalmia-arthritica and rheumatica, as may be supposed from
the relation of Aconite to rheumatism, is often treated with Aconite
with the best results. According to KrevssLer (Therap., p. 64), it
often perfects a cure without the assistance of any other remedy.

3. Angina.—It is, according to the general indications of Ev-
. LENBERG (Hygea, XXII,, 352); Gourrox, (Archiv, XIX, 2, 99)
particularly the rheumatic form which affects the tonsils less than
the uyula and velum-palati, which may be most speedily relieved
by the use of Aconite. Gouvrron also derived decided benefit from
the use of ‘Aconite in angina-apthosa, in which the thick swollen
tonsils were studded with some white points. Nothing charac-
teristic is offered by the individual cases of disease ; Belladonna
and Mercury were frequently given after Aconite to complete
the cure. '

4. Laryngitis, Croup—In no disease is Aconite more fre-
quently employed, and in none does it obtain more credit, than in
croup. When we consider how difficult it frequently is to dis- .
tinguish the simple tracheal cough from incipient—we will not
say developed—croup, and how easily an apparently insignificant
cough, with a croupy tone, may pass into true croup, the univer-
sal and just recommendation of the employment of Aconite in
croup, and in eroupy conditions, is not a matter of surprise,
Search the homaopathic literature as much as we will, we cannot
find a single undoubted case of developed croup which has been
cured by Aconite alone, and with the assistance of no other
remedy. Nearly all homeeopathic writers are agreed in saying,
in this respeet, that ‘Aconite is curative only in the first stages,
and as a remedy which may be resorted to on account of the
fever. On this point may be mentioned ;
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ScurdN, “Hygea,” 111, 163 :

“Unaided by other remedies, aceording to my own experience, Aconite
has not the power of subduing a genuine case of croup,

“Yeot Aconite,” says the same author, (Hygea, V., Ug} “may not only check
the development of incipient croup, but, where the disease has already arrived
it thg_uu:’gﬂ of plastic exudation, also assists the operation of the other
remedies.

Griesevion, “Hygea,” V., 216 :
“T have often found Aconite useful in incipient croup.”

Govrrox, Homeopath. Vierteljakrseh., 1., 189:

“Has the treatment been neglected in the beginning, and the disease has
ne on to shrill, contracted vespiration, with l}urux%ama of anguish, &e.,

ct;lnil:e Jia the chief remedy, though Spongia, &e., may be given in alternation
with 1t}

Ers, in his excellent treatise, “ Knowledge and Cure of Mem-

branous Croup,” (Homeop. Vierteljah., 11, 857) limits his in- .

dications for Aconite in croup as follows:

“ Experience shows Aconite to be suitable only when inflammation is pre-

gent, and is accompanied by fever, with hard, full, frequent pulse, or if there

is great anxiety and hoarse respiration. It is also used preferably in the
beginning of the disease, when not only all therapeutics agree in regard to
its fitness, hut often lay it down as the sole indication. But since, as we
have seen, in many torpid kinds of croup, fever sets in during the stage of
improvement, the use of Aconite should not in such cases be excluded —(P.
"386): The curative action of Aconite does not consist 5o much in a direct
lessening of the eroupy affection, as in diminishing the fever, and bringing
about copious perspiration. If, on the appearance of the latter, no relief is
afforded, the use of Aconite should be abandoned, in spite of the continuance
of the fever, as in such cases it only lowers the energy of the life-power.”
5. Bronchitis and Tracheitis.—These forms of disease, which
have, for the most part, a catarrhal origin, and frequently are con-
stant accompaniments of simple catarrhal fever, have, when the
trouble is recent, according to the statements of all homeeopathic
authorities, their most rapid and most speedy remedy in Aconite.
This, according to Gouvrron (p. 186), is especially frue of the
bronchitis of children. The same is the case with the inflamma-
tory irritation of the greater air-passages, accompanying the

breaking out of measles and preceding influenza.

6. Pnewmonia,—The enumeration of all the cases of pneumo-
nia alone, which have been cured by Aconite, would fill a whole
volume. Would we examine these, and endeavor to deduce from
them the general indications for the employment of Aconite in
pneumonia, we find excellent works relative to the subject from

ST A
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which it is easy to form the most conclusive evidence. These
works are :

COr. MiiLLer,  Homeopathic Treatment of Pneumonia,” (Hom.
Vierteljakrsch., I, 26), and Wursm and Caspar, (Chemical
Studies, p. 58). Both these authors, with whom others, as Horner,
Harryany, Buonner, &c., agree, are of the opinion that it would
be following a slovenly way of practice to give Aconite in every
pneumonia only according to its general antiphlogistic indications.
It is suited only to certain kinds, or to certain stages of it.

Mirrer, (p.58) after mentioning the similar indications given by
various authors—Warzrr, Wury, Buonxer, HorNer, GERSTEL,
Krrvssper, and Harrmany—thus expresses his views:

‘It seems clearly made out, that Aconite sometimes has the power of cut-
ting short pneumonia in its first stage, and of leading at once to a cure, and
in others, at least, of moderating and checking the immoderate excitement of
the vessels cansed by impeded circulation of the lesser system. The most
judicious moment for the employment of Aconite is in the first stage, when
congestion, stasis, or inflammatory congestion is present in a part of the lung,
but the affected part still contains air. The only symptoms which call par-
ticularly for Aconite are: violent febrile heat, preceded by chills, with hot
burning skin, quick hard pulse, and deep, often Eluish—red e, accelerated,
F.Lt'i%luiug, imPﬂrfﬂct respiration, with restlessness, anxiety, and palpitation
of the heart.” '

The remaining symptoms correspond to the known symptoms
of every pneumonia. '
Wursme and CAsPARr say :

“The best moment for the employment of Aconite in fibrinous pneumonia
18 at the precursory period, and the inflammatory stasis; should infiltration
already have oceurred, hepatization have taken place, Aconite is no longer
suitable. In many pneumonias, the exudation ensues at once; in others, in
frequent repetitions, and also intermittingly. Should the last be the case,
Aconite must be administered as often as a new attack oceurs. In pneumo-
nias which are developed without any subjective symptoms, Aconite is not
indicated. '

“We do not look upon Aconite merely as a symptomatic remedy, and one
sometimes capable of subduing the febrile symptoms, hut are of the opinion
that, if employed at the right time, and in a “proper method and way, it acts
‘upon the process of the pneumonia in its totality.” ]

7. Plewritis—Inflammation of the pleura, if it occur alone,
and not in connection with pneumonia, seems to have found much
less frequently its curative remedy in Aconite. Not only is it
used in the first stage of pleuritis much less frequently than in
the first stage of pneumonia, but it is far inferior to Bryonia,
Arnica, and Rhus, which are opposed to pleuritic inflammation.
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Wory (Hygea, XTI, 29) says of the treatment of pleuritis by
Aconite :

“If the plastic material is predominant in the pleuritic effusion, or if, as
we are accustomed to say, the gimamm have a marked inflammatory character,
and commences, as is commonly the case, with violent febrile symptoms, there
is no remedy which at the commencement deserves more frequent employ-
ment than Aconite. [ have never observed that this remedy acted upon tha
effusion itself; but, as the process of cure commences as soon s the fever
ceases, it is evidently of importance to subdue the fever as soon as possible,
and, as the capacity of Aconite for this purpose is greater than that of any
other remedy, it is natural that it should be resorted to at first on account
of the fever.”

8. Carditis (Endocarditis, Pericarditis), Vitia-cordis et
vasorwm.—As all homeeopathic physicians are united in the
opinion that Aconite has a direct specific relation to the circulatory
apparatus—namely the heart—it may be regarded as a matter of
course that it has been employed in all diseases—particularly in
inflammatory—of the circulation. Griesserion (Hygea, XX, 420)
places Aconite in the first rank of his * heart-remedies.”

9. Gastritis—Pure gastritis, as is well known, is a rare dis-
ease amongst us ; the form which occurs here and there is, accord-
ing to GouvrroN (Hom. Vierteljahr., 1, 190), gastritis-erysipe-
latosa, which is characterized, in a high degree, by preceding
symptoms of erysipelas; namely: by great nausea and frequent
vomitings, following each other in quick succession—the matter
vomited consisting at first of food, and afterwards of bile, often in
large quantities; finally by distress, violent pressing pain, with
great thirst and external heat. According to GourLox, the
prineipal remedies are Aconite the first day, and afterwards Bel-
ladonna.

Geer (Hygea, XXI, 358) cured a case of gastritis arising
from cold, and MALY a similar case (Hygea, XXI., 556).

10. FEnteritis and Peritonitis—Inflammations of the intestine,
in single regions and membranes, as inflammations of the perito-
neal covering, and of the peritoneum itself, have, as is shown by
homaeopathic literature, frequently been cured by Aconite. Be-
sides individual cases, we meet with the following expressions in
relation to its corresponding indications.

Harrmany (Therapie, I, 480):

—— pra—
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“With the exception of Aconite, there is no remedy which corresponds
so well to enteritis in all its forms and shades, and it may be considered a
true specific in this disease, provided only that its use is continued.”

KreuvssLer (Therapie, p. 89):

“ Aconite is, in inflammation of the diaphmgm, with or without complica-

tions with inflammations of the neighboring c:;jglmﬂ, with violent inflamma-
tory fever, the first and most important remedv. "This is also the case in

peritonitis and inflammation of the intestines.

11. Hernia-incarcerata.—The virtues of Aconite have been
shown by experience in a number of cases of incarcerated hernia,
the long existence of which is generally complicated with inflam-
matory symptoms. Gavwerky (dAlg. Hom. Ztg., XL., 220)
pronounces it the capital remedy, and administers it till the first
storm has subsided. GouvrLrox -also (Archiv, XIV, 2, 138) so
relieved by Aconite two cases of incarcerated hernia, in which
there was a high degree of inflammation, within eight to twelve
hours, that the next morning both patients were quite well.
KrrussLer (Therapie, p. 99) recommends it in high terms.—As
to whether taxis is to be resorted to after the inflammation has
been subdued, or whether the whole is to be left to nature, nothing
is said.

12. Helminthiasis.—We do not know with certainty whether
Aconite, like China and other remedies, be destructive to worms,
for the fact that the use of Aconite is sometimes followed by
vomiting ascarides is not of much weight. Weser found, on the
contrary, in the body of a wolf killed by Aconite, the worms
living.

Homeeopathic physicians have, however, recommended Aconite
in helminthiasis, though more for the purpose of relieving the
fever so often accompanying this disease than of expelling the
worms. So Kreussuer (Therapie, p. 18), and Hermve (Hom.
Hausarzt, p. 242) recommend this remedy in worm-affections of
little children. Mary (Hygea, XVIIL, 505) saw two ascarides
vomited up after the administration of Aconite to a woman, to
whom it had been given for a cough increased by eating, on the
suspicion that there were worms.

18. Hepatitis—We find no account in homeeopathie literature

of a single case of inflammation of the liver cured by Aconite alone,
10
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KrrussLer says, however, (Therapie, p. 104):

I kb it e g et b e 1
and often effects a cumpfrﬂtﬂ cure.” i

Harrmany also calls it, in inflammations of the liver, an indis-
pensable remedy, particularly (Therapie, L, 459) where the pulse
is accelerated, soft, and sometimes irregular, but not so often
where it is frequent and hard. Wgeser (Archiv., XVL, 1, 84)
always commenced the treatment of hepatitis with Aconite, and,
after twenty-four hours, gave some other remedy.

14. Metritis and Owariitis—Clinical experience and testi-
mony show that, in inflammations of the female genital organs,
Belladonna holds a much higher place than Aconite. Yet we
find here and there, at least, (Hygea, VI, 139), and (VIL, 203,
Homaopath. Vierteljahrsh., 1, 194), proofs that Aconite has
been able to alleviate somewhat the fever and pain accompanying
these inflammations; but, in order to subdue the inflammation and
its évents completely, recourse must be had to other remedies.
Comp. Sourdy (Hygea, XL, 43) and Krevssiur (Therap., p. 92).

15. Nephritis and Cystitis—Here, too, we find that Aconite,
1 spite of its specific relation to the uropoétic system, has been
forced to occupy a portion inferior to many other remedies, and
is recommended and employed only for the purpose of controlling
the symptomatic fever. HARTMANN also says (Therapie, L., 492)
that, in the fever, which is generally of a synochial character,
accompanying inflammation of the bladder, the employment of
Aconite should never be omitted.

Kreusster (Therapie, II1.) says:

% Aconite may be employed in inflammation of the hladder, as in inflam-
mation of the kidneys, with equal success; does the remedy presuppose

violent fever, together with the topical pains, it acts not less upon the latter
than the former. In this manner Aconite often removes the whole disease.”

With still more confidence does HERING (Homeeopath. Haus-
arzt, p. 260) express himself:

«The ordinary cases, when accompanied by pain on micturition, and but
ittle is voided, and when what is passed is quite red, dark, and turgid, may
almost always be cured by Aconite. If, from the violent strangury and pain
:n the bladder, this region also becomes swollen and painful to the touch,
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and the pain 1 increased as soon as the urine commences to flow, so that
the latter is often blood-red, or contains clots of blood, Aconite should be
administered in every case.”

ITI. Piseases Affecting Secretion and Separation.
1. Dysenterin.

Aconite corresponds also, in this disease, more to the inflamma-
tory condition. It never perfects a cure itself, but prepares the
way for other remedies. According to Herive and HARTMANN,
it is the best remedy if the dysentery set in in the cold night
with great heat, with violent, dull, intense heat and thirst, and
also when there are present pains in the limbs; head, and neck.
(Also rheumatic dysentery.—AvrHor.) .

ExeeLnarpr (Pract. Contrib, Thorer., 3, 34) found himself
obliged, in epidemic dysentery with inflammatory complications, to
precede the use of other remedies with several doses of Aconite.

2. Cholera. .

"CaMDrERER (Hygea, IV., 490) cured with Aconite a case of
cholera-sporadica proceeding from cold and errors in diet.

Aconite was frequently employed with beneficial results in the
Asiatic cholera, particularly in the congestive state, which was
frequently so terrible at the period of reaction—Qumv (Treat.
of Cholera, p. 24) wrongly calls this condition cholera-inflammia-
toria, in which form the employment of Aconite is called for, until
the subsidence of the inflammatory condition.

Revser (Hygea, VIL, 397) witnessed, during the cholera-epi-
demic at Munich, the best results from Aconite when adminis-
tered in these inflammatory states. The same results were ob-
served by Tierzer (Ally. Hom. Zig., XXVIIL, 37, 82), and
Romer (Zhid., XXXV., 828). Prrersox (Annals of Clinical
Homceopathy, 8, 75) found Aconite of great value in the suppres-
sion of urine attendant upon cholera.

Some physicians have also had time to administer Aconite in the
beginning of cholera, and have found its administration thus, at-
tended with benefit;—so Rumer (Zoe. Cit.) and SonNemEr
(Allg. Hom. Ztg., XXXVL, 277).

It is worthy of remark that two authors, MArcHEsINT Ruorr,
(Treat. of Cholera, p. 61) and Bagmrr, (dlly. Hom. Zig.,
VIIL, 161) find an indication for Aconite in the passage of asca-
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vides in the stools, in an attack of cholera. The latter adminis-

tered the remedy in the form of an injection.

3. Fluor-Albus.

Both the general recommendations for the use of Aconite
in fluor-albus throw no great weight into the scale. Mormv
(Allg. Hom. Ztg., XXXIV., 855) says nothing more than that
he recommends it where there is a “profuse tough discharge
from the vagina,” and HarTMANN gives as an indication in his
«Therapie,” 11, 154, “increased feeling of warmth, fullness,
drawing in the inner organs, constant, but not disagreeable
creeping, which impels to constant seratching, burning sensation
on passing the water, and at the same time a slightly febrile con-
dition.”

4., Exanthemnta-Acuta.

Though Aconite is employed and recommended in all the
febrile conditions which accompany the eruptive stage of the
various acute exanthemata, there are two exanthematous diseases
particularly, in which there exists for Aconite a special curative,
as well as prophylactic indication. These are measles and miliaria.
In true scarlatina-levigata it may even take precedence of Bella-
donna, though authorities are not wanting who give, in their cases,
Aconite in alternation with Belladonna, in order to lower the
action of the vessels, and thus to moderate the fever.

O. Leterus.

Aconite is oftener used with success in icterus than in acute
hepatitis. In two cases, communicated by Evvensere (Hygea,
XXIL, 353), and Soxmer (Ally. Hom. Ztg., XXX, 331), it
effected a cure without the use of any other remedy ; in many
other cases, remedies were administered in conjunction with, or
after it. According to Ruaner (Allg. Hom. Ztg., XXVIIL,
9265), recent cases of jaundice are often removed by Aconite in a
few days, and, according to EULENBERG, Aconite is particularly
called for in this disease when it is caused by rhewmatism, and
the pain in the region of the liver often changes its place.

6. Hhenmntismus ot Arthritis.

The favorable effects of Aconite in every form of rheumatism
and in gout are very instructive. It is more particularly in rheu-

e e o i,
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matic fever, acute rheumatism of the joints with its metastases,
and the attacks of acute gout, that Aconite exercises its curative
power. Wurms and Casper seem to us to have given most fully
the indications of Aconite in acute rheumatism, as we find them

in their works, as follows: A

I Thnugh Aconite has a close relation to fibrous Fst.t'ulz“zf:ul'ﬂs;r it is, neverthe-
less, seldom indicated in simple muscular rheumatism. Far different, how-
ever, is the case when, besides the fibrous tissues in the strongest sense of the
word, as the ligaments and aponeuroses, the gerous membranes, as the pleura
and peritoneum, are also affected. The general and local symptoms are
then so formed that we are forced, as it were, to the employment of Aconite.
This remedy seems to correspond closely to acute rheumatism of the joints,

articularly if it have arisen suddenly, and has set in with symptoms which
indicate beyond a doubt the presence of a decided hypernotic blood-crasis,
when it changes its position from ene joint to another, when it involves the
greater plains of fibrous tissue, and when, in the process of the disease, the
serous coverings of the abdominal and thoracic cavities are implicated. The
more violent the fever, and the greater the rapidity with which the disease
changes its position, the more decided are the indications for Aconite. In
those casesin which the acute rheumatism threatens to become complicated
with fenr:-nrdms and meningitis, no remedy is more clearly indicated
than Aconite.’”

The only histories of cases which we find in homeeopathic lite-
rature, by Weser (Hygea, VIL, 294), Fraxk (Hygea, VL, 110),
Hercaeveene (Hygea, ITL, 206), are simple confirmations of the
above indications, and to give many other cases would carry us
too far.

In gout, homeopathic physicians have usually preferred
the antipsoric medicines as their principal remedies, and have
made only an occasional use of Aconite between other reme-
dies, particularly in acute exacérbations from old gouty deposits.
Starist speaks highly of Aconite in podagra, and seldom required

the use of any other remedy to bring ubout a cure.

7. Phihisis and Tuberculosis.

Homeeopathy recognizes Aconite in phthisis and tuberculosis,
particularly of the lungs, only as a palliative remedy, which, by
diminishing the activity of the heart’s action, possesses the power
of restraining the congestive conditions in the lungs, hamoptysis,
and inclination fo cough. Heoneruen (Hygea, V., 205), Grizss-
LER (/bid. 218), and others, look upon the action of Aconite in
the same way. :
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B. DISEASES OF THE NERVOUS SYSTEM.

It cannot be denied that homceeopathic physicians have almost
forgotten, in the physiological action of Aconite on the blood-
system, its action upon the nerves, and while, in the former, we
see it given the name of an omnipotent antiphlogistic remedy, we
find the decided narcotic sphere which it possesses almost wholly
neglected. Our researches in homeeopathic literature, for cures
of nervous disorders effected by Aconite, have been attended with
fewer results than we can find recorded in the literature of the
old school.

: 1. Cephalalgin. :

According to Herina (Hom. Hausarzt, p. 136), Aconite often
affords relief where the pain is violent and the patient lies bereft
of his senses; sometimes chokes, whines, and cries, is afraid of
dying, every rustle and every motion is unendurable, the pulse is
very small and intermitting—especially when the headache is of
a beating, striking character; also in the troublesome feeling
as if a bullet went into the head, and caused in it a chilly wind,
and in megrim, in violent sticking, boring pain over one eye, with
nausea and vomiting, aggravated by being shaken.

According to Brack (Hom. Ztg., XXXT, 221), Aconite is
suited to congestive cephalalgia, if the patient experiences a sen-
sation of fullness and drawing, as though a band were tied about
the head.

We find a single case communicated by Caspary, “Annalen,”
by Harrraus and TRINKS, L, 254.

2. Pru;uupnlg‘[u.-
Homeeopathic literature neither gives any eases of prosopalgia
cured by Aconite, nor does it regard it particularly as one of the
remedies to be employed in this disease.

3. Odoentalgia.

According to the views of Avrsonur (Hom. Zahnarzt), Kreuss-
rer (Therapie, p. 83), Herine (Hom. Hausarzt, p. 208), Lose-
ruaL (Hom. Ztg., XIIL, 22), and BONNINGHAUSEN {.&ch}Ew, XV,
9, b), Aconite is suited only to congestive toothache, _thh rush
of blood to the face, burning in the face, beating pain, mostly
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confined to one side, and so violent that the patient is almost
beside himself.
4. Colicn.
Miirter (Hygea, VI, 99) cured a violent inflammatory colic
by Aconite.

5. Tussis=Convulsivn.

Aconite here is valuable only in allaying the inflammatory or
catarrhal fever which sometimes accompanies this disease; on
the eough itself it has no influence—Scurox, “ Hygea,” IV., 506.

6. Convulsions.

Convulsions from fright have, in one case, been cured by Aco-
nite, the ﬁa.tiﬁnt being a delicate nervous girl, sixteen years old.
—HgecneLaeny, “ Hygea,” V., 207.

Convulsive hysterical attacks, in a girl eighteen years of age,
have yielded to Aconite, after Cicuta had been employed without

effect.

(. MENTAL DISEASES.

Homeeopathic physicians seem to have found no right field for
Aconite in mental diseases. In the two cases which are given
in homeeopathic literature (Bermmaxw, Archiv, IX, 1, 114), and
Gross (1bid., V1L, 3, 42), the principal symptoms are anxiety and
fright, and forebodings of death; in one case, also, a congestive
condition during child-bed seems to have been the cause of the
mental disturbance. 1

Grumssenion says of Aconite (Considerations upon Brain-Reme- .
dies, Hygea, new series, L, 259), that it is particularly appro-
priate in hyperzemic conditions, in mental diseases, and in hy-
perzsthesia, febrile acute disorders affecting the morale.



APART V.

OONCLUSITIONS.

3

A—Tae PaysioLocical AcTION oF ACONITE.

Ax undeniably rich and abundant supply of facts—derived from
accidental cases of poisoning, from therapeutic experience, and
from the revelations of dissections—enables us to present # toler-
ably clear and never fortuitous delineation of the physiological
action of Aconite. According to the different medical dogmatic
stand-points, an enumeration of symptoms, accompanied, perhaps,
by an attempt at a physiological explanation of individual groups
of symptoms, would be the most acceptable and agreeable ; but it
must be understood that we cannot think of giving such a deline-
ation, because it would not only be but a repetition of what is uni-
versally known, but would bé a direct plagiarism. The symptom
register referred to, of the homeeopathic codices of Noack and
Trixks (Part IIL), or by Gerster (Oestr. Zeitschrift fur Ho-
moopath., 1, 2), needs no amplification, but rather a purification
and simplification of the symptoms (the symptoms of the as-
carides and the maniacal symptoms on the appearance of the
menses [Grepxg| are still found therein). Nor would we un-
dertake a comparison of analogous diseases, for such an attempt
would prove far inferior to the excellent work of MEYERS.

Would we favor the old practitioners of an almost forgotten
old-womanish system of medicine, we should be obliged to praise
in words difficult of comprehension the resolvant, alterative, seda-
tive, narcotic, and thence anti-arthritic, anti-serofulous proper-
ties of our Aconite. We have, however, no such intention. We

shall much prefer simply giving and critically examining the
152
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simple data which we have laid down in that part of our work
treated of heretofore, and thus proceeding logically to develop
before the eye of the reader.the picture of the workings of
Aconite. Will this satisfy him? We hope that it may.

Though there is a great similarity in the action of the different
forms of the preparations of Aconite, yet they differ in some
points, and whenever this difference exists, we shall allude to it.
The more the methods of application vary, so must we separate
a local from a constitutional or general effect, and finally exhibit
the action of Aconite, from the smallest symptom to intoxication.

1. Loenl Efects of Aconite.

Wherever the various forms of the preparations of Aconite
may be applied, the effect is everywhere the same. There follows
no particular pain nor swelling, or, at most, a feeling of itching or
pricking, a little like pain; but, instead of the feeling of pain,
there arises soon after the itching and pricking, a sensation of
dullness and numbness, and local paralysis of the nerves of the
affected parts.

If the tineture of Aconite, or the strong Aconitine in alcoholic
or fatfy solution, be spread upon or rubbed into the epidermis,
there is observed, a short time after, a feeling of itching and
pricking, a sensation of cold and numbness, which goes on, if the
application be continued, to total loss of sensibility. The slight,
scarcely-perceptible redness, which is dependent solely upon the
rubbing, soon disappears, or gives way to a contrary condition,
but never increases to an inflammatory redness. :

This paralytic action can be due only to the fact that the
nerves are directly affected; this is confirmed by those expe-
riences which innumerable practical observations have made
matters of fact, that the most violent local neuralgic pains af-
fecting the face, teeth, and ears, are speedily relieved by the
simple topical application of Aconite, and in their place set in
the known feelings of paralysis and numbness.

Brought in contact with the mucous membrane, the same result
follows, only with some slight modifications, and some accom-
panying symptoms of no material importance. In the tongue
and lips, also, after external application, a slight burning sensa-
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tion is experienced, which soon passes into prickling and numb-
ness; the tongue seems to lose a great part of its mobility,
because it is no longer master of its own sensations, while the
movements of the lips seem to be performed with still greater
difficulty; they are insensible of their contact with each other,
and pricking them is attended with less pain. The taste, which
is bitter when the medicine is first given, becomes to a greater or
less extent lost. The increased salivation certainly cannot be
regarded as the result of quickly-arising inflammation, but is to
be attributed to reflex nervous action, the relation of the nerves
to the mucous membranes and secretory apparatus being well
known. The throat und stomach afford only the first symptoms
of topical action ; namely, seraping and burning in the course of
the cesophagus, and feeling of warmth in the stomach; these
symptoms soon disappear, but are not succeeded by any prickling
or feeling of numbness, whence it is evident that these organs
furnish no criterion in such sensations. The mucous membrane
of the nose reacts naturally in its way; there arises no pain, but
a violent sneezing, and a sensation of a cold draught that extends
to the frontal sinuses, an analogue of paralysis in the epidermis.

The introduction of Aconite in the eye is not followed by pain,
at least only that which might arise from the introduction of a

foreign body into the eye, or from the spirits of wine which con- -

tained the preparation. The lachrymation is a symptom analo-
gous to the sneezing and salivation. Buf, on the contrary,
contraction and narrowing of the pupil at once take place, In
opposition to the dilatation of the same, to be mentioned further
on as a constitutional effect. If, on the contrary, Aconite be
applied only about the circumference of the eye, dilatation of the
affected eye arises in consequence of sympathetic reaction.

As a general principle, it may be stated of the local effects of
Aconite, that the more abundantly the part to which 1t is applied
is supplied with nerves, so much more rapidly and decidedly set
in the changes in sensations that have been described above.

The application of Aconite per anwin, into the cellular tissue
in a cavity in the body, or its introduction into the circulation
itself, is followed—as has been shown by experiments upon
animals—by speedy and powerful, and sometimes fatal constitu-
tional effects.

PP P
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2. The Constitutionnl Effects of Aconite.

The symptoms which oceur after taking into the stomach small
doses of the preparations of Aconite—namely, the tincture and
extract—are as follows:

In addition to the sensation of warmth and burning in the
mouth and throat already spoken of, a feeling of warmth arises
in the stomach, which is sometimes accompanied by slight nausea
and oppression of the chest. This feeling of warmth spreads
itself in a few minutes over the whole body, and, in sensitive
persons, passes into a sensation of numbness and prickling in
single parts of the body, particularly in the extremities of the
fingers, the tongue, and the roots of the teeth. Together with
this, there is a certain muscular weakness, though, perhaps, not
very strongly marked, and a repugnance to any mental or bodily
exertion. Such small doses do not exert any influence worthy of
note upon the pulse of sound men, though, sometimes, it is less
hard and frequent than in the normal condition, and the respira-
tions are somewhat diminished in number. A frequent inclination -
to pass the water is sometimes observed. ]

If no-more doses are given, in three or four hours, according
to the susceptibility of the person, every deviation from the nor-
mal condition disappears.

. 1f the same dose be repeated, or a larger quantity be admin-
istered, the symptoms above enumerated set in with more rapidity
and more violently. The prickling extends from the fingers to
the arms; the sensibility of the skin is diminished ; the pulse
falls about fifteen beats, is weaker, but remains regular; the
respirations are four or five less, and are more laborious ; the
muscular debility increases ; in an upright position there is slight
vertigo with obscuration of sight, so that the recumbent posture
is preferred, and every movement becomes disagreeable. The
individual complains of cold, particularly in the extremities, which
are cold to the touch, and close upon these Symptoms violent
nausea and eructations. These symptoms vanish, in from five to
six hours, and there remain only fatigue, weakness, and strangury.

After the administration of still stronger doses, or the continu-
ance of the same dose, all the symptoms are increased in a
marked degree. The skin loses, in some places. its sensibility,
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and violent pains in the head and face set in. At first the pain
is pressing, tensive, and boring, and is situated more particularly
in the forehead and temples, and is rendered by motion almost
insupportable. The facial pains are extended through the course
of the nervus-trigeminus, and are accompanied by a feeling of
tension in the jaw-bones, the root of the nose, and the lips, as if
these parts were swollen and too large. The vertigo is so great
as to render it impossible to walk without staggering; the indi-
vidual is afraid of falling and actually falls. The sight is dimin-
ished in proportion as the pupil is dilated. At the same time,
the countenance is pale and full of anxiety, the voice is weak,
and a tone of anxiety with fear of death sets in. The puls'ﬂ be-
comes decidedly less frequent, and weaker, being about 40 a
minute. In some cases, which depend on individual peculiarities,
the pulse is already very irvegular, frequent, and very small. The
feeling of general debility is so great that the individual moves
about only with the greatest unwillingness ; the symptom are all
of them aggravated by alterations in the temperature of the sur-
rounding atmosphere ; pains similar to those of rheumatism
appear in the neck, back, and lumbar regions. The nausea is
followed by vomiting, which is succeeded by excessive exhaustion,
such as sets in after great loss of blood.

After very large doses, the peculiar poisonous symptoms of the
drug set in, in such a manner that the sum total of the symptoms
above enumerated appear at once—as after the administration of
pure Aconitine—in which case the slighter symptoms are
naturally not developed; or the peculiar narcosis is preceded
by the symptoms of gastric irritation. In the latter case, the
distress and vomiting of variously-colored, often bloody, bilious
fluids, pain in the abdomen, meteorism, diarrhoea with tenesmus, are

_the precursors of the quickly approaching condition of agony.
Giddiness and obscuration of the senses give way to complete
syncope; speech, hearing, and sight disappear entirely; here and
there light delirium is observed ; the respiration laborious and
rattling ; the pulse and beating of the heag exceedingly weak,
scarcely perceptible, irregular, and rather accelerated than slow.
The countenance assumes the appearance of the facies-hippo-
cratica, the skin all over the body is pale, wrinkled, and covered
with cold perspiration, general trembling of the muscles and

e i
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light convulsions set m, and death takes place from paralysis
of the heart and lungs.

The more abundant the Aconitine in the preparation employed,
the more prominently stand out the depressing influence upon
the nervous system, while the effects of irritation produced by an
acid are less strongly marked. For example, the symptoms which
oceur in the track of the trigeminus are more rapid and clearer,
while the diuresis is markedly increased. :

When the use of the tincture of Aconite is continued for days
and weeks, in smaller or in moderate doses, the symptoms set in
less violently, and the various phenomena do not follow so rapidly
upon one another. A predominant affection of the serous and
mucous membranes and fibrous structures is, on the contrary,
developed, which soon manifests itself in the shape of dys-
peptic troubles—it seems, even, that retention of the bile may
also be the result of the action of Aconite—soon as rheumatic
pains, as well in the cervical-vertebrze, back, and lumbar regions, as
the bones, the ligaments of the os-sacrum, and other ligaments of
Jjoints. Several experiments have made it appear highly probable
that, after the use of Aconite, the pleura-pulmonum et costarum,
as well as the pericardium, are incited to increased exhalation and
slight serous effusion.

Physical conditions of hypersemia have also been manifested in
the lungs, and in persons whose lungs are the seat of dormant
tuberculous deposit, there is easily excited, together with the
symptoms of catarrhal cough which Aconite produces in healthy
lungs, bloody expectoration. The long-continued use of small
doses of Aconite causes headache, great prostration, bad and un-
refreshing sleep, dullness of the sensorium, sensibility to variations
in temperature and to movement, rheumatic pains in various pro-
vinces of the body.

3. The Local Specific Action of Aconite.

Regard from whatever point of view we will, the physiological

. Phenomena of the action of Aconite, as we have just depicted
them in a condensed form, and as were presented more in detail
by the experiments and cases of poisoning given in the earlier
part of our work, simple logic, and natural interpretation accord-
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ing to the teachings of physiology, will invariably conduct us to
the final conclusion :

1. That these symptoms arise from the nerves, and are caused
by them,

2. That this influence is, at first, and after small doses, excit-
ing and stimulating; later, and after larger doses, as well as after
strong external application, sedative and paralytic.

3. That the nerves of sensation are more quickly and more
strongly depressed that the motory nerves.

The neryes which are acted upon first and preferably by
.&cnnite are:

. The nervus-trigeminus with its ramifications.

2 The nerve-ganglia which regulate the movements of the
heart and respiration,

It is not until later that the effects of Aconite are  manifested
in the brain, and later still in the spinal cord, in the same form -
of depression, but at an earlier period in the course of the
nervus-sympatheticus.

The following groups we have arranged aceording to the indi-
vidual organs which, from their nerve-attachments and their
consensus, are first and most easily affected by the action of
Aconite.

Group I
1. Countenance: facies.
9. Buceal cavity: lips, tongue teeth.
8. Face: sight and hearing.
4, Brain ahd peripheric system of nerves.
5. Throat and palate: fauces.

Group 1L
1. Heart a:nd hlood-vessels : muvemcnta of the blood.
2. Lungs: respiration.

Group TII.

1. Stomach and intestinal canal.
2. Liver: secretion of bile.
3. Kidneys: secretion of urine.
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Group IV,
1. Cutaneous organs.
9. Serous and fibrous structures.
3. Spinal nerve-system.

B.—Tue THErAPEUTIC EMPLOYMENT OF ACONITE.

If we arrange the experience and curative results which have
been made and obtained by practitioners at all times, and with
various objects, so that those conditions of disease in whose favor
experience has decided most frequently and with the greatest
uniformity shall begin the list, while the remaining groups follow
after, the result will be as follows:

Aconite is employed with especial benefit:

I. In Fevers:

Diseases affecting the movements of the blood, and particularly,
1. Simple, catarrhal, exanthematous, inflammatory ;

2. BRheumatic ;

3. Intermittent (least of all).

(By physicians of both schools.)

IL. In Inflammations and Congestions:

1. Of the respiratory organs,

2. Of the heart, i By physicians of both
3. Of the eyes, schools ;

4. In organic diseases of the heart,

9. In all inflammations of each organ, of a sthenic synochal
character. By homeopathic physicians.

IIL. Affections of the Secerning and Secreting Organs :

1. Rheumatism and gout, by physicians of both schools, par-
ticularly the old;
2. Dysentery, the same; -

3. Acute-exanthemata, particularly by physicians of the homazo-
pathic school ; ' '

4. Chronic exanthemata, only by physicians of the old school.
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1V Diseases ;Jf the Nervous System.

! More by physicians of the old
school, but by some of them
very extensively.

1. Neuralgias of every kind,
2. Neuroses,

V. Diseases Affecting the Assimilation of the Blood.

1. Tuberculosis-pulmonum, by physicians of both schools, as a
depressant remedy in the blood-system;
2. Scrophulosis,

3. Carcinoma, Seldom, and by physicians of both
4, Malleus-humidus, schools. ;
5. Pywemia,

.N1.—Some other Diseases under the above Captions.

L. Hmmﬂfrhages,
9. Heemorrhoids, { Here and there, by physicians of both

3. Hydrops, schools ;
4. Fluor-albus,
5. Cholera,

6. Icterus, } Only by homceopathic physicians.

_ VII. Mental Disorders.
Very rarely, and recommended for the most part a priore.

C.—PgreparatioN, Dose, Foru.

Every plant differs more or less in respect to the active prin-
ciple it contains, according to locality, age, season, species, and
individual parts of the plant. Its constituents undergo a further
alteration in drying, by unskillful pharmaceutic manipulation, and
by bad preservation of the preparation. - The physician who is
desirous of using a pharmaceutic preparation, as powerful, and, at
the same time, a8 constant as possible, and which shall contain
the medicinal properties of the plant in a high and uniform d‘e-
gree—must understand thoroughly the modifications and dif-
ferences above mentioned, or the weapon in his hand will be too
sharp or too dull.

This is the case with Aconite. Fortunately, the very accurate
investigations of men of experience—FLEMING, REICHENBACH,
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H ArTLAUE, SoHROFF, Zonkr—enable us to form a perfectly fair es-
timation of the efficacy of Aconite and its preparations in a phar-
maceutic and pharmaconostic relation. In what follows, we pre-
sent the results of the investigations of the authors mentioned,
particularly ScHROF¥'S, which have the greatest cluifn to Ef_‘iliditj’.

1. With regard to the botanical varieties of ﬂc:ﬁmt{a, it 18 suihi-
cient for the pharmacology and pharmaconostic part of our
subject to include all blue-blossoming species of Aconite under
two prineipal varieties—namely, Aconitum-napellus and ;é’%ccfm-
tum-variegatum, including Ac.-cammarum. The first varieties,
belonging to the Aconitum-napellus, are, in all their parts, stron- -
ger than those belonging to the Aconitum-variegatum, whether
they grow wild or are cultivated.

9. All those varieties of Aconite which grow wild are much
stronger and more powerful in the active constituents of the
plant than are the corresponding plants which are cultivated ;
the most inert is the Ac.-Storckianum (ReicHENBACH), cultivated
in the gardens.

3. Parts of the plant. It is true that the active principle is
contained in all parts of the plant; that is, the Aconitine and an
acid principle, which has not been isolated up to this time; but
these principles are not uniformly distributed throughout every
part of the plant. The root is the richest in them; the stalk con-
tains less, but is strong enough, while the seeds contain least of all.

4. Age and season. There iz’ no perceptible difference in the
efficacy of old and young roots. The stalk is stronger before
blossoming than at a later period, but is always six times weaker
than the root of the same time.

5. If the stalk and root be carefully dried, and are laid up
preserved from moist air, so that the former keeps its green color,
they will retain their active principles—for they are not volatile,
a long time without deterioration. But if, on the contrary,
warmth and moisture have caused the formation of mould and
ammoniacal decomposition of the stalk, which seems to lose its
proper color, the active constituents are perceptibly diminished,

6. Hence, it is evident that the most powerful pharmaceutical
preparation of Aconite is to be obtained from the fresh stalk and
roots of Aconite, gathered before the season of flowering, and

freshly prepared.
11
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7. In regard to the pharmaceutic preparation, Aleohol seems
to be the material which is best suited to extract the active prin-
ciple of Aconite, and to preserve it unimpaired.

The extract obtained by thickening, from the freshly expressed
Juice, without the addition of alcohol, is very liable to destruction,
and is far less powerful than the alcoholic, the relation of the
former to the latter being as one.to four.

8. The extractum Aconiti-spirituosum or alcoholisatum of the
pharmacopeea, as well as the extr. Aconiti-aleoholisatum siccum,
of the Pharm. Boruss. (sixth edition), on the one hand, and the
tineture of the roots and the fresh herbs, obtained by maceration
in alcohol—not obtained by mixing the freshly-expressed juice
with- aleohol—on the other, constitute the most powerful and
uniform preparations.

9. Of these two preparations, the extract is preferable to the
tincture only when there is occasion to administer large and
repeated doses of Aconite, in which case the immediate action of
the aleohol taking place at the same time and together with it,
would produce disturbances and modifications in the action of
the drug,

10. Concerning the dose to be administered internally, it need
only be remarked, that from two to five drops of the tincture, re-
peated every hour or every two hours, are, in appropriate cases, in
almost every instance sufficient to procure a decided effect upon
the circulation. An increase of the dose will seldom be neces-
sary, and, indeed, the thousand times repeated experience of
homeeopathic physicians shows that a much smaller, even the
smallest dose which is offered by the scale of dilution, if the
choice of the remedy is made correctly, is sufficient to arrest
the progress of the disease.

The extract may be given in doses, at first, of one-twelfth of a
grain, which may be increased to one to three grains, several |
times a day. : _ _

11. For external use, the pure tincture, or the tineture diluted
with equal parts of alcohol may be employed; or an ointment of
the strength of half a drachm or a drachm of the spirituous
extract to one ounce of adeps; or a solution of Aconitine in al-
cohol, or a mixture of it with adeps, in the strength of one to two
grains to a drachm.
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nostischer, Toxikologischer, und Pharmac. Hinsicht.

(2., IT. Band). dmilonsil . dbisdyuh v intiiine i

1732

. 1769

1811

. 1846

. 1847

1850

. 1851

1854

1854

The above works have been quoted in this treatise, verbatim.
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ACONITUM NAPELLUS.

BEE FRONTISFIEOE.

Frenon, Aconit-napel ; GeErMAN, Fisenhiitlein, Monchskap; ;
Sturmbt, Wolfswurz ; Encriss, Large, blue Wolfsbane, Monks-
hood, Aconite.—Ranunculacee.

This plant grows all over Europe, and is even cultivated in
gardens.  For homeopathic purposes, we use that which grows
on the summit of the Alps, in Switzerland, Stiria, on the moun-
tains of Bohemia and Silesia, at a greater elevation above the
sea than Veratrum.

The stem of this plantis eylindric, rounded, erect, from two to
three feet high; leaves petiolated, divided into five or six lobes,
palmated; the lobes are wedge-shaped, pinnafid, alternate, dark-
green on the upper, and light-green on the lower surface, shining
on both sides. Flowers deep-violet, seldom pale-blue or whitish;
panicled at the end of the stem; calyx null; two nectaries pe-
dicelled and revolute, short, thick; seeds acute, triangular,
rugose on the back.

We gather the wild plant in June and July, when in flower,
except the root, and prepare an essence from it* of a dark
brown-yellow color, a strongly narcotic smell, and a nauseous and
slightly bitter taste. This is according to BucaNER and GRUNER,
but it is now well known that from the root a most powerful tine-
ture is also prepared.

* The juice can be obtained in a sufficient quantity, by squeezing it out by
means of a good press. (Before pressing out the juice, the plant should first
be eut in small pieces, and then pounded in a stone mortar; otherwise the ex-
pression of the juice would be exceedingly imperfeet). This altogether me-
chanical pressure being insufficient to obtain all the efficacions constituents o.
the plant, especially the volatile and resinons parts : it is indispensable to sub-
jeet the resigue to the action of strong aleohol, for which purpose we take a
quantity of aleohol equal in weight to that of the obtained jjuice, and no maore,
even if the residue should not even bhe covered by the aleohol. In the mean-
while, the vegetable juice which was obtained in the first instance, is kept in a
lightly-gnarded glass vessel in a eool cellar. After the lapse of from one to
three days, before, however, the juice has had time to ferment or become de-
eomposed, the residue is again suhjected to pressure, and the tineture thus ob-
tained will contain the larger portion of the extractable matter, as may be in-
ferred from the taste, emell, and color of the tineture, and is then mixed with
the juice obtained by the first pressure. This mixture, having been allowed to
aettlle for several days, it is then filtered and kept for use.
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Atkin, Dr. Gieo, The British and Foreign Homeeopathic Medical Direc
tory and Record. London. Bound. $1 25.

Becker, Dr. A, ¢, On Constipation, Translated from the German.
Bound. 38 Cents.

Becker, Dry A, € On Dentition. Translated from the German. Bound.
38 Cents.

Becker, Dr. A, €, On Diseases of the Eye. Translated from the German.
Bound. 38 Cents.
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of the Eye. In one volume. Bound. $1 00.

Becker, Dr. A, €. Allopathy, Hahnemannism, and Rational Homeeopathy.
13 Centa.
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Fevers. Translated and Edited by C. J. Hempel, M. D, 88 Cents.

Benninghausen, Dr. €. Von. Therapeutic Pocket-Book for Homewopathic
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Medica Pura. Edited by Charles J. Hempel, M. D. Bound. $2 00.

Benninghausen, Dr, €, Yon, The Sides of the Body and Drug-Affinities.

]ﬂziﬁogmﬁmﬂnc Exercises. Translated and Edited by Charles J. Hempel, M. D.
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Allopathy. A Lecture. 18 Cents. :
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Seneations, Characteristics of Diseases, de. ; with the ’rinci[::nlnll’:et?fj;;nijti? ‘?ﬁa
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together \15"|I;hl D:pglloain, Explanation of Technical Termes, Directions for the Eelu-::
tion and Exhibition of Remedies, Rules of Diet, &e., de. Compiled from the best
Homaopathic Authorities. Third Edition. Bound. $1 25-

Caspari's Homeopatliic Domestic Physician. Edited by F. Hartmann,
- D., Author of the “Acute and Chronie Disenses.” Translated from the Eighth

German Editjon, and enriched [:}rn Treatise on Anatomy and Phveiolog Trohel
lished with 80 Illustrations, by W. P. Esrey. Bound. J$:g, 00, iygiology. Embel

Channing, W,, M. D, The Reformation of Medical Science, demanded by

Inductive Philosophy. A Discourse delivered before the New York Phyeician’
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Sacmty. Second Ldjl't.mn_ 25 Cents, 5

Chepmell, Dr, E, €, Domestic Homaopathy restricted to its legitimate
Sphere of Practice; together with Rules for Diet and Regimen. First American

Edition, with Additions and Improvements by Samuel B. Barlow, M. D. Bound.
o0 Cents. .

Cockburn, Dr, 8, Medical Reform: being an Examination into the Na-
ture of the Prevailing System of Medicine, a.ng an Exposition of some of its Chief
Evils, with Allopathic Kevelations. A Remedy for the Evil. Bound. 50 Cents.

ﬂﬂrﬂﬁ,_J- Ttg M. Bq and J, Lilﬁﬂ, M. D Epitﬂfﬂe of Hﬂmmﬂpﬂthiﬂ
Practice. 'Compiled chiefly from Jahr, Ruckert, Beauvais, Benninghausen, d&e.
Second Enlarged Edition. Bound. 75 Cents.

Curtis, J, Ti, MuD: The Relations of Homeeopathy to Chemistry. An

Euauguml Address, delivered before the Hahnemann Academy of Medicine. 18
ents. :

Dnuglas, Dr. J. 8§ Homeopathic Treatment of Intermittent Fevers.
1855. 88 Centa. ;

Esrey, Dr. W, P, Treatise on Anatomy and Physiology. With 30 Illus-
trations. 195 pages. Bound. &0 Cents.

@~ Dr. W. P. Esrey's Treatise on Anatomy and Physiology is the cheapest book ever published
on thoge eubjects, and is particularly of great use to Stadents of Medicine as & compendium,

Forbes, Dr. J. Homecopathy, Allopathy, and Young Physic. Paper
Cover. 19 Cents.

Gollmann, Wm., M. D, The Homceopathic Guide in all Diseases of the
Urinary and Sexual Organs, including the Derangements caused 1]?' Onanism and
Sexual Excesses; and accompanied by an Appendix on the Use of Electro-Magnet-
ism in the Treatment of these Disenses. nslated, with Additions, by Ch. J.
Hempel, M.D. Bound. $1 50.

Gray, John F., M, D, The Duty of the State in Relation to Homeeopathy.
An Inaugural Address, delivered before the Hahnemann Academy of Medicine,
New-York, Jan. 9. 13 Cents.

Guernsey’s Homeopathic Domestic Practice. With full Deseriptions of

~the Dose to each Single Case. Containing also ﬂhn’gtqm on Anatomy, Ph}’fﬂﬂ]ﬂﬁ.

Hygiene, and an Abridged Materia Mediea. 1858. Third Edition. ound. #1 50.

B~ This is the most complete work on Domestic Practice ever published. In addition to the

portion, the “ Treatment of Disenses,” it contains chapters on Anatomy and Fhysiology, illns-

trated with elegant Plates ;: also, a Chapter on Hygiene, an Abridged Materia Medica, and a
Dissertation on the True Theory of Cure.

B~ Dr. Guernsey's Book of Domestic Practice is a reliable and unseful work. It is especially
adapted to the service of well-educated heads of families.—Jonx F. Grax, M. .

Guernsey, Dr, Egbert, The Gentleman’s Hand-Book of Homeopathy ;
especially for Travellers, and for Domestic Practice. Second Edition. Bound.
76 Centa
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pr. Samuel, The Lesser Writings of, Gullc?te‘:l and
" hbetd.l'll:;nlf,h I;udgaam Jﬁ. D. With a Preface and Notes by E. 1. Marcy, M.D
With & beautiful Steel Engmvinf of Hahnemann, from the Statue by Steinhwuser.
Bound. One large volume of 784 pages. $3 00.

3 ] laymen as well

- luable work contains a large number of Essays, of great interast to
as IL‘JI::H ::.I'l:n, apon Diet, the Prevention of Digeases, Ventilation of Dwellings, e, As many
of these papers were written before the disgovery of the homaopathic theory of cure, th:
reader will be ennbled to perase in this volume the ideas of a gigantic intellect, when directed

hject renern] and practical interest.
& i]l'l.:{:un'ﬂl.ﬁiuh;r \‘I'rithli;ﬂ'l“'l” ue mEAD by every student of homwopathy who wishes to be-

come acguainted with the master-mind,"—R. E. Dupazox, M. D.

Hahnemann, Dr. Samuel. Materia Medica Pura. Translated by C. J.
Hempel, M. D. 4 vols. Bound. $6 00.

Hahnemann, Dr. Samuels 'The Chronic Diseases: their Specific Nature
and Homaopathie Treatment. Translated and Edited by C. J. ]Ielfpnl,bl,]}.,
with a Preface by C. Hering, M. D, Philadelphia. & vols. Bound. $7 00.

Hahnemann, Dr, Samuel, Organon of I-Iﬁ_mmnpat-hic Medicine. I:‘np_rth
Ameriean Edition, with Improvements and Additions from the last G}arman Edition,
and Dr. C. Hering's Introductory Remarks. Bound. $1 00. In Press.

g~ The above four works of Hahnemann are, and will forever be the greatest treasures of Ho-

momopathy ; they are the most necessary works for Hommopathic Practitioners. and should
grace the library of every Hommopathic Physician.

Hartmann, Dr. F, Chronic Diseases and their Homeeopathic Trent:nent.
Third Ge:-umr: Ed'it.iuu; Revised and considerably Enlarged by the Author. Trans-
lated, with Additions, and adapted to the Use of the American Profession, by J. C.
Hempel, M. D. 2 vols. * $3 00.

Hartmann, Dr. F. Diseases of Children and their Homeopathic Treat-
ment. Translated, ‘with Notes, and prepared for the use of the American and
English Profession, by Charles J. Hempel, M. D. Bound. $2 00.

Hartmann, Dr. . Practical Observations on some of the Chief Homoeo-
athic Remedies. Translated from the German by A. H. Okie, M. D. Second
Series; containing the most important Remedies, Belladonna and Nuz-vomica.
Bound. $1 00.

Hempel, Dr, Charles Julius, A Treatise on the Use of Arnica in Cases
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Rheumatizms, Soreness of the Nipples, &e., &e., with a number of Cases Illustrative
of the use of that Drug. 19 Centa.

Hempel, Dr. Charles Julius, Complete Repertory of the Homeeopathie
Materia Mediea. 1224 pages. Bound. $6 00.

BF~ We now have before us the result of Dr. Hempel's incessant labors, in the shape of a portly
volume of upwards of 1200 pages, for which he deserves the best thanks of the hommopathic
body at large. This velume will be a great acquisition to all the practitioners of our art, as it
will facilitats very much their search for the appropriate remedy. We have already made ex-
tensive use of it. Thanking Dr. Hempel most heartily for his * Repertory,” we commend it con-
fidently to our English colleagues. It will be found useful by all; and it will, in many cases,
guide the practitioner to the ready discovery-of an appropriate remedy when all the other
works hitherto published in onr language would leave him in the lurch.—From the British
Jowrnal of Homeopathy, No. XLIV.

Hempel, Dr. €. J, On Eclecticism in Medicine; or, a Critical Review of
the Leading Medical Doetrines. An Inaugural Thesis, presented at the New-York
University, on the 1st of March, by C. J. Hempel, M. D. 25 Cents.

Hempel's Organon of Specific Homeeopathy ; or, an Inductive Exposition
of the Prineiples of the Hommopathic Healing Art. Addressed to Physicians and
intelligent Laymen, by Charles J. Hempel, M. D., Fellow and Corresponding Mem-

ber of the Homeopathie Medieal College of Pennsylvania; Honorary Member of
the Hahnemann Society of London, &e. Bound. 51‘. 00.

o~ The Lecture deliversd by the anthor in the Homoeopsthic Medical College of Philadelphia
and which was favorably raceived, forms a part of Lhe Ia.:hmr-a work. o =
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Hempel, Dr. Charles J, A New and Comprehensive System of Materia
Mediea and Therapeutics. Arranged upon a Physiologico-Pathological Basis, for
the use of Practitioners and Students of Medicine. 19220 pages. Bound. $5 00.
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Henderson, Dr. Wm., Homeopathic Practice. 50 Cents.
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Henderson, Dr. Wm, Letter to J. Forbes. 19 Cents.
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pathie Treatment, with Illustrations of Hommopathie Practice. Bound. 75 Cents.
Thiz Treatise is the most complete work on the subject of Consumption that has ever been fssued

by the homwopathic press. It shows most conclusively that Consumption may be cured by
‘I-l};rmmuputhic Remedies, if the treatment is not delayed too long. The nature and course of

this serious disorder are very lucidly explained in this interesting work, and the homeopathie
treatment is illustrated by a number of interesting cases No physician, after studyving this
volume, can be at loss how to treat Consumption successfully, if the cage is not absolutely

beyond the reach of treatment. The volume is neatly got up, and should meet, as It undoubt
edly will, with a ready sale.

Holcombe, Wm. H,, M. D, Yellow Fever and its Homwopathic Treatment.
38 Cents.

Holt, Dr. Daniel. Views of Homeopathy, with Reasons for Examining
and admitting it a2 g Prineiple in Medical Seience. 25 Cents.

Homeopathic Cookery, Second Edition, with Additions, by the Lady
of an American Homwmopathic Physician. Designed chiefly for the Use of such
Persons as are under Hommopathie Treatment. 50 Cents.

Hufeland, Enchiridion Medicum ; or, the Practice of Medicine. The ‘If,e-
gult of Fifty Years’ Experience, by C. W. Hufeland, Counsellor of State, Phimm‘m
in Ordinary of the late King of Prussia, Professor in the University of Berlin.
From the Sixth German Edition. Translated by C. Bruchhausen, M. D. Revised
by R. Nelson, M. I). Second American Edition Bound. $2 50.

Hull, Dr. A, Gerald. Life of Hahnemann, With an Engraving of Hahne-
mann. 88 Cents.

Humphreys, Fred., M., Dysentery and its Homceopathic Treatment.
Containing also a Repertory and Numerous Cases. Bound. 50 Cents.

reys, Fred.,, M. D. Homeopathic Treatment of Diseases of the
H“gﬂlal E;Eéana, Beilng a Complete Repertory of all the Symptoms occurring in the
Sexual System of the Male and Female. "Adapted to the Use of Physicians and
Laymen. Translated, Arranged, and Edited, with Additions and Improvements.
Second Thousand. Bound. 50 Cents.

Humphreys, Prof. Dr, F, The Cholera and its Homeeopathic Treatment
Bound. 38 Cents.
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Jahr's New Manual of Homaeopathic Practice. Edited, with Annotations,
by A. Gerald Hull, M. . From the last Paris Edition. This is the Fourth Ameri-
ean edition of a very celebrated work, written in French by the eminent Homoeo-
athie Professor Jahr; and it is congidered the best Practical Compendium of this
extraordinary seience that has yet been composed. After a very iju-!i-::iuuu_uud
instructive Introduetion, the work presents a Table of the Homaopat iie Medicines,
with their names in Latin, English, and Gerlllmn; the m*a.l:.:r in which they ave to
be studied, with their most im portant distinctions, and clinieal illustrations of their
symptoms and effects npon the yarious organs and functions of the human gystem.
".I.'}he second volume embraces an elaborate Analysis of the indieations in disease,
of the medicing adapted to cure, and a Glossary of the technics used Iin. the work,
arranged so luminously as to form an admirable guide to every medical student.
The whole system is here displayed with a modesty of pretension, and a scrupu-
lousness in statement, well ealenlated to bespeak candid investigation. T'his laborious
work is indispensable to the students and practitioners of Homaopathy, and highly
interesting to medical and scientifie men of all classes. Complete Symptomato
logy and Repertory. 2 vols. Fourth Edition. Bound. $6 00. In Press.

Jahr, Dr. G. 1. @. Clinical Guide; or, Pocket-Repertory for the Treat-
ment of Aeute and Chronie IMiseases. Translated from the German by C. J.
Hempel, M.D. Bound. $1 50.

Jahr, Dr. G, . G Diseases of the Skin; or, Alphabetical Repertory of
the Skin-Symptoms and External Alterations of Substance ; together with the
Morbid Phenomena observed in the Glandular, Osseous, Mueous, and Circulatory
Symptoms, arranged with Pathological Remarks on the Diseases of the Skin.
dited by C. J. Hempel, M. D. Bound. $1 00

Jahr, Dr. G. Hs G, and Gruner's New Homaopathie Pharmacopeeia and
Posology ; or, the Mode of Preparing Homeopathie Medicine, and the Administra-
tion of Doses. Compiled and Translated from the German works of Buchner,
Gruner, and the French work of Jahr, by C. J. Hempel, M.D. Bound. $2 00.

Jahr, Dr. G, H. G, New Manual of the Homaopathic Materia Medica,
with Possart’s Additions: Arranged with reference to well-authenticated Obser-
vations at the Sick-bed, and accom anied by an Alphabetical Repertory, to fncilitate
and secure the selection of a suitable remedy in any given case. Fifth Edition, re-
vised and enlarged bi,' the Author. SympromaroLoey and Rerertorv. Translated
and Edited by C. J. Hempel, M.D. 1859. Bound. $3 50.

Jahr, G. I, G. The Homaopathic Treatment of Disecases of Females and
Infants &t the DBreast. Translated from the French by C. J. dempel, M.D.
Bound. $2 00.

Jones, Dr. Elijah U, Dry Cough or Tussis-Sicca. 6% Cents.

Joslin, Dr. B, F, Principles of Homeopathia. In a Series of Lectures.
Bound. 75 Cents. ' .

Joslin, Dr. B, F. Homeeopathic Treatment of Cholera. including Reper-
tﬁ:rieudfar ;l;is Disease and for Summer Complaints. Third Edition, with Additions.
onmd. (118

Joslin, Dr. B. F, Law of Cure. Address before the American Institute
of Homeeopathy, held at Philadelphia, June 13th. 13 Cents.

B3 To physicians wishing the * Law of Cure” for Distribution, we sell 12 copies for §1 00.

Kreussler, Dr. Em, The Homeeopathic Treatment of Acute and Chronie
Disenses. Translated from the German, with Important Additions and Tevisions,
by Charles J. Hempel. 190 pages, 16mo., small print, to make it convenient for the
pocket. DBound. 75 Cents. '

Laurie, Dr, J, Elements of Homeeopathic Practice of Physic. Au-.r‘;p-
Eem_lu: to Laurie's ** Domestic ;" containing also all the Diseases of the Urinary and
enita] Organs. DBound. $1 25.
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Laurie’s Homeopathic Domestic. By A, Z
Edition: - Bound: .50\ Goats y A Gerald Hull, M.D. Small

Lauvie, Dr, J, Elements of Homewopathic Practice of Phvs; "
American Edition. 1850, 642 large 3?n.ppnges. Borod oo ysie, Third

Laurie, Dr, J, The Parent’s Guide. Containing the Diseases of Infanc
and Childhood, and their Homwmopathic Treatment. To which is added a Treatise
on the Method of Rearing Children from their Earliest Infancy; comprising the
essentinl branches of Moral and Physical Education. Edited, with Additions, by
Walter Williamson, M. D., Professor of Materia Medien and Therapeutics in the
Homaopathic Medical College of Pennsylvania 460 pages. Bound $1 00.

Lazarus, Dr. M. E. Homeopathy : a Theoretic Demonstration, with So-
cial Aljplicutian. Bound. 37§ Cents.

Madden’s Uterine Diseases; with an Appendix, containing Abstracts of,
180 Cases of Uterine Diseases and their Treatment, together with Analytical Tables
of Results, Ages, Symptoms, Dose, &e. ; to which is added a Clinical Record of Th-

tézrestiug Cases, treated in the Manchester Homaoopathic Hospital. Bound. 50
ents.

Malan’s Family Guide to the Administration of Homeeopathic Remedies.
Bound. 25 Cents.

Marcy, Dr. E, E, Homeeopathy and Allopathy. Reply to an Examination
of the Doctrines and Evidences of Homwopathy, by Worthington Hooker, M. D,
Bound. &0 Cents.

Materia Medica of American Provings, By C. Hering, M. D.; J. Jeanes,
M. D.; C. B. Matthews, M. D.; W. Williamson, M. D. ; C. Neidhard, M. D.; 8 R.
Dubs, M. D.; C. Bute, M. D. Containing the Provings of Acidum-benzoienm,
Acidum-fluorienm, Acidum-oxalicum, Elaterium, Eupatorium-perfoliatum, Kalmia-
latifolia, Lobelia-inflata, Lobelia-cardinalis, Podophyllum-peltatum, Sanguinaria
canadensis, and Triosteum-perfoliatum, Collected and Arranged by the American
Institute of Homwopathy. With a Repertory by W. P. Esrey, M.D. Seeond
Thousand. Bound. $1 00.

Mathes, Dr. F.  Letter to Worthington Hooker, M. D., in relation to so

much of his book, entitled * Physician and Patient,” as has reference to Hommo-
pathy. 13 Cents.

Metcalf, James W,, M,D, Homeopathic Provings. Containing the

Vienna Provings of Coloecynth and Thuja-occidentalis, and the Symptoms of
Athunsa-cynapium, Aleohol-sulphuris, Amphishena-vermicularis, Anagallis-arven-
sis, Apis-mellifica, Aristolochia-milhomens, Arsenicum-metallicum, Artemesia-vul-
garis, Asterias-rubens, Cinnabaris, Turpethum, Coccus-cacti. Bound. $1 50.

Metcalf, J. W., M. D, Homoeeopathy and its Requirements of the Phy-
sician. An Address, delivered before the Homopathic Medical Society of the
State of New- York, at Syracuse, June 1st. 13 Cents.

Morgan, William, Member of the Royal College of Surgeons of England.
The Homaopathic Treatment of Indigestion, Constipation, and Hamorrhoids.
Edited, with Notes and Annotations, by A. E. Small, M. D., Professor of Physio-
logy and Medical Jurisprudence in the Homeaopathic Medieal College of Pennsyl-
vania, and one of the Consulting Physicians of the Hommopathie Hospital in Phila-
delphia. Bound. 75 Cents.

Mure, Dr. B, Materia Medica ; or, Provings of the Principal Animal and
Vegetable Poisons of the Brazilian Empire, and their Application in the Trent.mel:!t.
of Disease. Translated from the French, and arranged according to Hahnemann's
Method, by C. J. Hempel, M. D.  With many Wood-cuts. 1854. Bound. $1 00.

Neidhard, Dr, Charles, Homeopathy in Germany and England in 1849.
With a glanee at Allopathic Men and Things. Being two Pr:zllmmnrg Discourses
delivered in the Homeopathic Medical College of Pennsylvania. 13 Cents.
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pr. A. Howard, An Address, delivered before the Rhode-Island
Homeopathic Society. 18 Cents,

Peters, John €.y M. D, A Treatise on Headaches : including Acute,
Chronic, Nervouns, Gastrie, Dyspeptie, or Siek Headaches ; also, Congestive, Rheu-
matie, and Periodieal Headaches. Based on Th. J. Ruckert's ** Clineal Experience
in Homamopathy."” Bound. 75 Cents.

Peters, John C.y M, D, A Treatise on Apoplexy. With an Appendix on
Softening of the Brain and Paralysis. Based on Th. J. Ruckert's ** Clinieal lxpe-
rience in Homaopathy.” Bound. 76 Cents.

Peters, John Ci, M. Ds A Treatise on the Diseases of Married Females.
Disorders of Pregnaney, Purturition, and Lactation. Bound. 75 Cents.

Peters, John Co, M. Dy A Treatise on Diseases of the Eyes. Based on
Th. J. Ruckert’s  Clinieal Experience in Homeeopathy.” Bound. 75 Cents.

Peters, John €., M.D. A Treatise on Internal Diseases of the Eyes: in-
cluding Diseases of the Iris, Drl,:at.ulliua Lens, Choroid Retina, and Optic Nerve.
Based on Th. J. Rickert's *Clinical Experience in Homaopathy.” Bound.
75 Cents. :

Peters, John €., M.D. A Treatise on the Inflammatory and Organic
Diseases of the Brain. Based on Th. J. Ruckert's * Clinical Experience in Ho-
inopathy.” Bound. 75 Cents.

Peters, John C., M. D, A Treatise on Nervous Derangements and Mental

Disorders. Based on Th. J. Riickert's Clinical Experience in Homeopathy.”
756 Cents. .

Peters, Dr. John G, A complete Treatise on Headaches and Diseases o«
the Head. 1. The Nature and Treatment of Headaches ; 2. The Nature and Treat-
ment of Apoplexy; 3. The Nature and Treatment of Mental Derangement ; 4. The
Nature and Treatment of Irritation, Congestion, and Inflammation of the Brain and
its Membranes. Based on T. J. Rickert's © (Clinical Experience in Homwopathy.”
1859. Bound. $2 50.

Peters, Dr. John €, The Science and Art, or the Principles and Practice
of Medicine. Issued in Numbers, of 96 pages each: the whole work may reach
9] Numbers. Price of each Number, 50 Cents.

Rapou, Dr. Ang. Treatise on Typhoid Fever, and its Homeeopathie
reatment. 'Translated from the French by Arthur Alleyn Granville. 1853.
Bound. 650 Cents.

Rau, Dr. 6, L, Organon of the Specific Healing Art of Homeeopathy.
By C. J. Hempel, M. D. Bound. $1 25.

Rockytansky’s Pathological Anatomy. Translated from the German, with
Additions on Diagnosis, from Schonlein, Skoda, and others, by Dr. John C.
Petens. 75 Cents.

Rueckert. Dr. Ernest Ferdinand, Therapeutics ; or, Successful Homeeo-
lﬁ):nt_hm Cures, collected from the hest Homaopathic Periodicals. Translated and
dited by C. J. Hempel, L. D. .One large 8vo. volume. Bound. $3 00.

Roufi’s Repertory of Homeopathic Medicine, Nosologically arranged.
Trm!g.'ia.tcd_frum the German by A. H. Okie, M. D., Translator of ** Hartmanu's Re-
medies.” Seecond American Hdition, with Additions and Improvements, by G.
Humphrey, M. D. Bound. 21 hD.

Rush, John, Veterinary Surgeon. The Hand-Book to Veterinary Homeoeo-
athy; or, the Homeopathic Treatment of Horses, Cattle, Sheep, Dogs, and Swine.
rom the London Edition. With numerous Additions from the Seventh German

Edition of Dr. F. E. Guenther's “ Hommopathie Veterinary.” Translated by Jacob
F. Scheek, M. D. 150 pages. Bound. 50 Centa.
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Scheefer’s Veterinary Homeeopathy. Translated from th
‘tod | : e G
Edited by W. H. Smith, Veterinary Surgeon. Bound. $1 2, erman, and

Sharp, W., Esq, Tracts on Homewopathy.

No. 1. :'n':n'lmt i8 Hom@opathy ? Sixth Edition. 5 Cents.
No. 2. The Defence of Homao athy. An Answer to * Routh's Fallacies of Ho-
maopathy.” Fifth Edition. 5 Cents.

No. &. The Truth of Homwopathy. Sixth Edition. 5 Cents.

No. 4 The Small Doses of Homasopathy. Eighth Edition. b5 Cents,
No. 5. The Difficulties of Homaopathy. Thirteenth Edition. 5 Centa,
No. 6. The Advantages of Homeopathy. & Cents,

No. 7. The Prineiple of Hommopathy. ~ 5 Cents.

No. 8. The Controversy on Homwopathy. 5 Cents.

No. 9. The Remedies of Homaopathy. ~ 5 Cents.

No. 10. The Provings of Homeopathic. 5 Cents,
No. 11. The Single gledicilm of Hommopathy. & Cents.
No. 12. The Common Sense of Hommopathy. 5 Cents.
8 100 Numbers for 83 0. For 300, 500, or 1000 coples a much larger discount will be given.
Sherill’s Manual of Homaopathic Preseription, with an Improved Reper-
tory ; also, an Introduction, in which the Doctrine and Nature of the ]Iommopatbic
System is explained. 25 Cents’

Sherill, H.,y, M.D: A Treatise on Homeopathic Practice of Medicine.
Comprised in a Repertory for Preseribing, adapted to Domestic or Professional
Use. Third Edition, Improved and Enlarged. Bound. $1 00.

Small, Dr. A, B, Manual of Homeopathic Practice. Seventh Enlarged
Edition. 1859. Bound. $2 00.

do.  do.  Translated into German by Dr. Hempel. Soventh Edition. 1858,
Bound. $2 00.

Small, Dr. A, E. The Pocket Manual of Homceopathic Practice.
Abridged from the * Manual of Hommopathic Practice” by Jacob F. Sheek, M. D.
Bound. 38 Cents.

Small, Dr. A, E. Address, delivered before the American Institute of
Homeeopathy, at 1ts Annual Meeting in Albany, in 1850, with an account of the
Proceedings. 25 Cents. .

Small, Dr. A, E. Address, delivered to the Homcopathic Medical
College of Pennsylvania, as a Preliminary to the Course of 1849-50. 13 Cents.

Stapf, Dr. E. Addition to the Materia Medica Pura. Translated by C.
Jl.)Hempe].M, D. Bound. $1 60.

Tarbell, Dr, J. A, Sources of Health, and the Prevention of Disease.
Buund’. a0 Cents.

Tessier, Dr. J, P, Clinical Researches, Concerning the Homeopathie
Treatment of Asiatic Cholera. Translated by Ch. J. Hempel, M. D). Bound.
75 Cents. :

Tessier, Dr. P,  Clinical Remarks, Concerning the Homeopathic Treat-

ment of Pnenmonia: Preceded by a Retrospeetive View of the Allopathie Materia
Medica, and an Explanation of the Homaopathie Law of Cure. Translated by Ch.

J. Hempel, M. D. Bound. 75 Cents.

Williamson, Walter, M, D, Diseases of Females and Children, and their
Homaeopathie Treatment. Second Improved and Enlarged Edition. Containin
also a full deseription of the Dose of each Medicine. Over 260 pages. 1854

Bound. 75 Cents.
Wolf, Dr. €, W, Apis-Mellifica; or, the Poison of the Honey Bee, Con-
pidered as a Therapeutic Agent. 80 pages. 25 Cents.

Hesmy Lvowic, Prister and Stereotyper, 39 Contre Btreet.
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