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THE NIGHTINGALE.

“ The nightingale, another of my airy creatures, breathes
such sweet loud music out of her little instrumental throat,
that it might make mankind to think that miracles had not
ceased, He that at midnight, when the very labourer sleeps
securely, should hear, as I have very often, the clear airs, the
sweet descants, the natural rising and falling, the doubling and
redoubling of her voice, might well be hifted above earth and
say, ‘ Liord, what musie hast thou provided for the saintsin

_heaven, when thou affordest bad men such music on earth!’”
~ So saith simple pious Isaac Walton, and we eagerly endorse
the sentiment of the good writer with a hearty amen. Like
' the skylark, the nightingale owes not his high position to
eapricious fashion or dazzling plumage, but solely by right of
| his surpassing excellence as a songster. The bird’s fame is as
told as poetry itself, and *lines to the nightingale” may bhe
i found in books almost as ancient as the art of printing. TIts
i music is the standard of perfection, and when critics grow
1 rapturons in their eulogiums of some human songstress, the
highest meed of praise they can bestow is, “she sings like a
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THRUSH AND BLACKBIRD.



THE REDBREAST.

Its HaBirar.— Without doubt the redbreast, or robin red-
breast as he is famiharly called, is the most popular bird in
England. He is equally well beloved by young and old.
Little children, at least when they become old enough to be
- acquainted with the doleful history of the “ Babes in the Wood,”
- look npon him with awe and admiration; the schoolboy hurry-
'ing along in the morning, bread and butter in hand, breaks
' a piece and throws it to “ Robin ;” the ploughman picks up
' the unearthed worm, and tosses it to the expectant bird; the
1 imglar spares a “ gentle” to the little inquisitive redbreast who
 gits in a bush near at hand, curiously watehing the process of
| baiting the hook ; and even the surly gardener, although he
suspects (and 1101: without reason) that master Rob iz an
orchard robber, a glutton for currants and ripe berries, forgives
d tolerates him for his sc:m&hty and courage.

~ As a wild bird, the robin is a respectable member of society,
‘and has many excellent qualities. He will often take up his
‘abode indoors. Several instances ave recorded of this peculiarvity
by Mr. Thompson : in all the cases, however, * shrubberies and
u'l':r"f"' were quite near to the chosen spot.” “ At Fort

William,” says he, “the seat of a relative, the following cir-
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THE RAVEN.

Wone the raven exists, so will belief in the supernatural.

In vain may naturalists treat him with classic coolness, call
him “ Corvus Corax,” and explain that he is of the erow tribe,
that his bill is of such a length, his pinions so broad from tip to.
1ip, and that his tail is somewhat conical and obtuse, they will

- never bring us to regard him as we do other birds.  What is
- more, I do not believe that they themselves so regard him, or
- that the most self-possessed naturalist that ever lived, any
more than you, dear reader, or I, could sleep with a raven at
large in his chamber. Who could?  Who could close his
eyes and compose himself to slumber while a pair of raven’s
eyes,—full of mystery, full of daring, full of cunning and
mischief,—were watching him from a corner!. You may look
the most savage dog in the face till he hangs hig head,—it is
even said that the lion will cower before the steadfast gaze of
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SOCIAL HABITS OF THE JACKDAW,

sinister disposition ; if he is not so sprightly as his pie-bald cousin
the magpie, he certainly bears a much better character. He
is a sociable bird. Even in a wild state, should he find the
company of his own species not sufficiently enlivening, he will
spend a day or two with the rooks and erows ; nay, he has been
known to take his wife
with him and to spend
the entire winter at rook-
dom. When domesticat-
ed, he becomes as well-
behaved an inhabitant
of the poultry-yard, as
the tamest duck or
chicken; he generally -
attaches himself to one “2
individual upon the pre- saus
mises, and to that one CFEEREE ~

he devotes the whole el sl e

of hig affection.

I am not libelling the jackdaw when I say that this person
is the cook. Perched on the kitchen table, he takes a breath-
less interest in the preparation of a joint for the spit; especially
if it be a joint that requires trimming. When the meat is hung
to the fire, he watches it with as much concern as though he
was the p&rty responsible for its well-doing. No matter what
may be going on—apple- peehng,pmﬂtr}'-trussmg, game-drawing,
or suet-chopping,—jack is sure to be in attendance with an in-
satiable appetite for rejected morsels.

That he is more honest than the magpie is true enough, but
that he is perfectly honest, is refuted by many printed and
published stories, among others, that of the pickled cockles.
A certain jackdaw was possessed by a gentleman who was
particularly fond of the tiny shell-fish pickled; and, after
considerable difficulty, procured a cook who could dress them
to perfection. Having pickled a quantity of cockles and put them
in a jar, the cook was much surprised to discover next morning

- thati the parchment cover had been partly ripped off the jar,
- and a quantity of the cockles abstracted. Without mentioning

‘the matter, she tied down the jar again, and went about her
‘work, In the middle of the day, while she was roasting a joint,
she heard a rending of parchment, and there was the jackdaw
with his head hidden in the jar, and nothing but his tail and

hind-quarters visible, feasting gloriously, ~Unfortunately for
08 -

















































LESSOXS IN TALKING,.

the eaves of houses. The fledglings are so exactly of a colour
that it is impossible to distinguish one sex from the other.
They should be placed, nest and all, in a basket warmly lined
with hay, and fed every two hours, from sunrise to sunset,
with the crumb of white bread moistened with fresh milk. If
you wish to teach the starling to pipe, he must have his
lessons very early in the morning, training him from the nest,
and carefully secluding him from hearing the notes of any of his
own species. Cover his cage, or place him in an adjoining room,
and whistle to him ; or, better still, play on the flute such notes
as you wish him to acquire, taking care that they are not too
elaborate or too numerous at first, and petting and feeding
him with tit bits as he goes over his daily task. If you
want him to learn to articulate words, it may be easily accom-
plished. Put no faith in the popular error that the starling
must have his tongue cut before he will talk. The best way 1o
teach them is to begin when they are about six weeks old: let
his lesson consist but of two or three, or at the most four, words
of one syllable, and if I can make you understand my meaning,
let the words be such, that in pronouncing them yourself they
will fall trippingly from the tongue; choose words, which,
having uttered one, there will be no oceasion to alter the
position in which it leaves the tongue and lips to utter the
next. For instance, “ good day” would do very well; but
“ good morning " would necessitate a change in the form of
. the mouth, and would not do. Say the lesson is * good day.”
Do not stand before the young starling, or even remain in his
. sight, while you slowly, distinctly,” and over and over again,
srepeat 1t. Get behind a screen or curtain, or even call it
- through the keyhole of the door. The curiosity of the bird
~ will be roused, he will wonder e
~ ‘whence the sound proceeds, and ‘Tj“““hi“ ‘iHE_*
~ consequently be more impres i "
| covemanly bo mre inpresed [T
. However, an uneducated star- (8L | (1111111} 1] [£EE
+ling is by no means to be de- ' TR
 spised. His music is mellow and §
- harp-like, and you may depend on
- it nearly all the year round. He i Qi e
~will do much better if allowed the  STARLING CAGE (OR DOVE).
. range of the house; but, unforbunately, he makes too much litter
350 please the women folk, so you had better put him in a cage.
et it be a large cage, made of wicker, and at least twn feet

4ud 121

AFEEIRL L8 E

s






















e

e B e P il N P By s TR SRR

THE MAGFPIE,

There was no necessity to name the offender, for every ome
knew that none but the magpie could think of such a thing.
He had seen the boys actively engaged on the glide, and
decided that they must value it very much. Accordingly, he
promenaded the slide in a slow and dignified manner, breaking
up the half-frozen mass into innumerable elevations and de-
pressions, and so quite destroyed the smooth surface which had
been so carefully preserved.”

The same magpie was the perpetrator of another dirty piece
of work, and in this wise. It appears that he particularly
affected one part of the building, which was formerly a stable,
but at that time was devoted to various purposes, one of which
was knife-cleaning. The boy who did that business had on this
morning put on a clean collar, and being unwilling to soil it
unnecessarily, had taken 1t off and laid it on a chair., When
the knife-cleaning operation was over, the boy was going to
mount the collar again, but found it covered with mumd. No
one, to his knowledge, had been in the place but himself, but
upon inquiry the magpie was found to be the delinquent.
He had watched his opportunity, and seizing upon the collar
while its owner’s back was turned, he carried it into the yard, in
which there was a puddle; he then carefully placed it in the
muddy water, trod it down once or twice with his feet, took
it in its beak and replaced it on the chair.

- e e et e e 2mm B




THE PARROT TRIBES.

STORIES OF FAMOUS FPALROTS.

By way of apology to such clever talkers as the raven, mag-
pie, starling, &c., it may be as well to state that it is by no
means on account of superior intelligence that the parrot
“tribes are here allowed to take precedence of all other birds. As
~will hereafter be shown, the raven is capable of understanding

‘the nature of an interrogatory by the applicability of its imme-

he advances beyond a few set phrases, used with little or no dis-
. 1 ﬁﬂ-ﬂ_

~ Without doubt, however, there have existed, and at the
present writing exist, hundreds of parrots, parrakeets, and
m capable of saying and doing wonderful things. In the
#.-'ﬁ:ﬂ_prk ages,” parrots were in good odour with the priests of
i 9 129
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THE PARROT TRIBES.

During the moulting period, parrots require great care and
attention, Sometimes considerable pain and difficulty attend
the operation, and two or even three months will be thus
miserably passed by the poor bird. The only way in which
you can aid him is by giving him extra nourishment and
keeping him as warm as possible. It is a good plan to cover
the cage entirely with brown paper. Add saffron to the bird’s
drinking-water, so that it is the colour of pale sherry. A
biscuit (without seeds) soaked in milk, in which a few chilli pods
have been boiled, 1s a good thing to give occasionally.

The most healthy birds will sometimes be troubled with
ugly wart-like excrescences. Occasionally they will grow as large
as a pigeon’s egg. Pass a piece of fine silk cord round the base
of the tumour, and at each end of the cord make a loop; secure
the cord round the excrescence by passing a small wooden peg
through the loops; every other morning give the peg a twist,
so as to draw the cord a little tighter, and in a short time the
tuomour will wither and fall off. Provided you manage the
tightening of the cord with care, the operation will be attended
with little or no pam. It will, however, be a long time—
indeed, not till the next moult—Dbefore the bald place caused
by the tumour will be ccvered with feathers.

160
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HAWKING-BIRDS.

_—m_

Axtiquiry oF Hawkine.—To what country or people the
world is indebted for the invention of this renowned pastime
1t is impossible to tell. Ancient historians, with that ambiguity
for which they are sometimes remarkable, spread their arms,
as 1t were, and point, with either hand, to the east and the
west, and, still extending them, take half a turn on their heels,
and point to the north and the south as being, without doubt,
the region where the sport took root. There can be little
doubt that, if not the very first, the eastern quarter of the
globe was among the earliest to cherish the hawk for its special
- attributes. Marco Polo, who went on an embassy to China
 from Pope Gregory X., relates that he found hawking to be a
 fashionable sport in the vast empire of Kublai Khan, and
| describes with great particularity his celestial majesty’s retinue
of falconers, and his large establishment of falcons, pigeons,
| pheasants, and other birds used in the sport.

~ Bishop Stanley, writing on the subject, says, “ About two
: aousand years ago, ancient writers speak of hawking as a
¢ common sport. People used to go out into the marshy
{ grounds, and beat amongst the reeds and bushes for small
11 101

- — e —

= =

—- -

L i S SRR
L ——

T






























































































—— LI TR

HAWKING-BIRDS.

the whole. Her family, in June, 1831, consisted of nine; the
original number was ten, but one had been lost. When flesh
was given to her, she was very assiduous in tearing and offer-
mg it as food to her nurslings, and appeared uneasy if, after
taking small portions from her, they turned away to pick up
grain.”

M. Fontaine relates a story of a buzzard that he had tamed,
and that lived on terms of strictest friendship with his entire
household, including four cats, with whom he wonld take his food.
Off the premises, however, he was as true a buzzard as ever,
and made prey wherever and whenever he could. To save him
from harm, M. Fontaine had to make it known that he wounld
pay all damage caused by his buzzard. At last, however, the
bird came to grief. “I had been used to call him every even-
ing with a whistle, which he did not answer for six days; but on
the seventh I heard a feeble cry at a distance, which I judged
to be that of my buzzard. 1 repeated the whistle a second
time, and heard the same cry. I went to the place from
whence the sound came, and, at last, found my poor buzzard
with his wing broken. He had travelled more than half a
league on foot to regain his asylum, from which he was then
distant about a hundred and twenty paces. Though he was
extremely reduced, he gave me many caresses. It was six
weeks before he was recruited and his wounds were healed ;
after which he began to fly as before, and follow his old habits
for about a year; he then disappeared for ever.”
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THE MOCKING-BIRD.

of the planter’s house, where, surrounded by the richest scenery,

and embowered amidst thousands of beautiful flowers, they
build their nest. The female selects the spot, the male the
while attending and aiding her in her choice. The golden
orange, the beautiful magnolias and bignonias, the fiz and the
pear trees are inspected, and these quite close to the house;
for the birds know that, while man is not a dangerous enemy,
his dwelling is usually protected from strong winds, and
therefore they fix their abode in its vicinity, perhaps in the
nearest tree to his window ; and so little suspicious are they of
interference, that they often build them so low that you can
see into them as you stand.

“ The hogs,” Mr. Gosse tells us, “are the creatures that give
him the most annoyance. They are ordinarily fed upon the
inferior oranges, the fruit being shaken down to them in the
evening : hence they acquire the habit of resorting to the orange-
trees to wait for a lucky windfall. The mocking-bird, feeling
nettled at the intrusion, flies down, and begins to peck the hog
with all his might. Piggy, not understanding the matter, but
pleased with the titillation, gently lies down and turns up his
broad side to enjoy it; the poor bird gets into an agony of
distress, pecks and pecks again, but only increases the enjoy-
ment of his luxurious intruder, and is at last compelled to give
up the effort in despair.”
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CHAFFINCH AND OTHER
EBIRD-TRAFS,

THE trap represented in
the accompanying illustra-
tion is that most com-
monly used by the professed
“ catcher.” The mnet is a cumbrous machine fixed in a
wooden frame, and hinged in the middle. Round about
the net (a “snap” met it is called) are placed any sort of
singing-birds in cages, or, better still, braced and attached
to sticks thrust in the ground. The centre of the net is
pegged securely to the ground, and the catcher attaching to
the sides the strings that work the snap, retires with them
out of sight, and, lying down, holds the said strings in hand as
‘warily as does a coachman the reins of his restive horse. The
tiny decoys in the cages and attached to the sticks, forgetful
of their captivity in the presence of the green grass and the rust-
ling trees, or, more probable still, joyfully hailing them as
dear friends met unexpectedly, utter such glad mu;iu that all

17 . 57
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Tue eggs of birds, like most of the pro-
ductions of nature, are wonderfully perfect
in the symmetry of their form, as well as beauntifully rich and
harmonious in their colouring. In form, they range in every
curve of the line of beauty, from the round and almost
- spherical egg of many owls to the acutely pointed oval of
the 'ﬁla.uk'hud and most of the small birds. Un this diversity
of form in the eggs some authorities, thinking they had dis-
covered the order of nature, have attempted to form a system of

classification ; but a very brief examination ﬂmaul?es this dream,
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NESTS AND EGGS.

though I found the wings and legs of several insects in the
nests. From every appearance, the mest which I dissected
had been inha-
bited for several
years, and some
partswere much
more complete
than others.”
The weaver-
bird of India :
constructs a RN
nestof vegetable ¢
fibres, which it [/]{
interlaces 1in
such a manner
as to form a sort
of purse, as re-
presented in the
engraving. It
is suspended
from the higher
branches of
trees overhanging
rivers, and the en-
trance is at the
lower end. The
first year the nest
is a simple purse,
but in the follow-
ing year the bird
attaches to this a
second, and so it
proceeds annually,
with a similar ad-
dition to the curi-
ons fabric.
This marvellous
association of se-
veral pairs labour-
ing together is particularly apparent in the species to which
the French nataralists have given the name of the republican
gros-bec, the approaches to their nest being of the most artful
description, while the nest is, externally, only one mass of
207

S
= e
3 -|

T e A T
- -
- . e =
- ]

- __‘ _'h-_‘-—;ﬁ =

e ——

e










- & h I
1 r'E
& = | | 7y Ve F x )
TR l=d HUHE a -
| I L 1 » 2
B o |













1 ] | L] el R J ¥ !
& e 1 P L L wr k - o
k )







i

BIRD-NESTING IN WOODS AND HEDGEROWS.

Let the reader imagine the verge of a young plantation of
some thirty years’ growth, to which memory calls us back
after more years than we like to think of. In this plantation,
which had been planted by a retired physician, a keen botanist
I and a lover of science, the rarest trees kmown eighty years
~ back were intermingled with the ash, the elm, the birch, and
a sprinkling of spruce and other pine-trees. A limpid brook,
just large enough to ornament the hanging woods and mingle
its murmurings with the song of birds, traverses the wood in a
meandering course for upwards of a mile, skirted by the once
trim and still pleasant walk, although its gravel is now covered
with weeds, and its shrubbery a tangled thicket; but all the
better for its feathered inhabitants. Crossing the stile and
penetrating the thicket, we are landed in a small triangnlar
meadow, through which the brook meanders, after tumbling over
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