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24 EUROPEAN ANIMALS.

remains of badgers occur in the Miocene of Persia, which
country is situated approximately near the centre of its range.
We can safely assume, therefore, that the badger originated
somewhere in Western or Middle Asia, and trace from there
its gradual peregrinations to other parts of the world.

Our fossil evidence is of so very fragmentary a character,
that it is often extremely difficult to point to any particular

Fig., 5.—BapGers (Meles fayus), PHOTOGRAFPHED FROM A LIFE-GROUP 1IN
THE Britisn Museusm (Naf. Hisi.).

country as the home of a species or genus. The present
distribution, however, may be looked upon as a reliable guide
in directing our inquiries in this respect.

Let us take as an example another familiar species, the stoat
(Putortus erminea). The genus Putorius is quite absent from
Australia, and from at any rate the central and southern
portions of Africa and South America. There are altogether
about forty-six species known to science. Only one of these
penetrates into Northern Africa, one other has wandered into












28 EUROPEAN ANIMALS.

RAMNGE OF THE FRESHWATER wWEARINGS [(orcgomus) n The

ORITIBEH IBLANDES WITH A& SUCGESTION OF THEIR ORIGIN

FROM A HYPOTHETICAL ANCESTRAL FORM

Fi O,—NAP OF THE PROBABLE FORMER CONDITIONS OF LAND AND WATER OF
THE BRrITiISH ISLES AXD THEIR MARINE AREA AT A TIME WUHEN THEY STODD
AT A HIGHER LEVEI THAN AT PRESENT






















































46 EUROPEAN ANIMALS.

FiG. 13.—MAP OF THE PROBABLE FORMER COXDITION OF LAND AND WATER OF
THE BRITISH ISLANDS AT A TIME WHEN lRELAND WAS STILL CONNECTED

WITH SCOTLAND,













































SCOTLAND. b1

are six indigenous to Great Britain. Let us take for example
the newts. The three British newts all occur 1n Scotland.
Only one, the smooth newt (Molge vulgaris), inhabits Ireland.
The palmated newt (Molge palmata) has, like the last, a wide
range in Scotland. The crested newt (Molge cristata) 1s rare
and local, and is not found far north. It would appear, there-
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FiG. z0.—THE RoOEDEER (Capreolns caprea), WITH ITS GEOGRAFHICAL DISTRIBUTION,

fore, as if the smooth newt was the first comer to the British
[slands, and that the palmated newt came next, and finally the
crested newt.

Extremely few fossil remains of newts are known : and strange
to say, the only fossil British species which is known is the
crested newt, a leg bone of which was disinterred from the Forest
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