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PLATE 1.

O, s, T

Figure 1.—The head here introduced, in its character, very
nearly reaches the perfection of good temper, spirit, and beauty :
such a head ought progressively to diminish in weight and size as
it approaches the nose. If pressed by the thumb, the cheek bones
should appear to be merely covered by skin, and the jaw underneath
should be hollow, with the skin loose. By comparing these remarks
with the figure, and contrasting its form with the other subjects in
this Plate, the reader will possess himself of a perfect knowledge of
these requisites in the choice or judgment of an animal.

Figure 2.—Represents a head, not inferior, perhaps, to the
former in temper, but wholly deficient both in spirit and in beauty.
This head is heavy, and badly set on to the neck; the jaw-bone
and gullet forming almost an angle : the nose is encumbered with a
great deal of what is technically called leather. However perfect this
animal may be in all his other points, he will prove heavy and
sluggish, and always carry his head most awkwardly and un-
pleasantly.

Figure 8.—Is the front view of a head well-proportioned, and
marked with an expression that bids fair for good temper and spirit :
narrow at the setting on of the ears, which, when the look of the
animal is marked with particular anxiety, should be brought nearly
together at the points, extending in bone towards the eyes, which
ought to look rather sideways than straight forward. Let the reader
compare the decrease down to the nose, with Figure 4.

~ Figure 4.—Shows the front view of a head, heavy in spirit and
disposition ; broad at the point or crown of the head: the inerease
on the eyebrow is composed of flesh and skin ; the direction of the
eyes, looking forward, and thence downward to the nose, displays
but little deviation in substance. The distinetion will be easily
perceived by a reference to Figure 3.
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FLATEH II.

Figure 1.—1Is the expression of rage, with a great deal of vice.
This passion will always be conspicuous in the countenance of the
horse possessed of these bad qualities; but not to the extent shown
" in the Plate, unless provoked. Horses of this disposition, by having
even a finger or stick pointed at them, will give full force to this
character. Many are taught this vice; but whether inherent in the
disposition, or acquired, the animals which possess it are still very
dangerous.

Figure 2.—This character of countenance, from repeated in-
stances that I have met with, I consider to possess more malicious
vice than Figure 1. The horse from which this character was taken,
although a good worker when once in harness, is one of the most
ferocious animals of the tribe denominated tame.

Figure 3.—The character of terror, which is the prominent
mark of this head, is by some classed among the vices of this animal,
If it be not a vice, however, it is one of the most troublesome faults,
ineident to the horse; for it embraces all the consequences of all the
vices which he can possess; a terrified horse being more to be

dreaded than one actually vicious.

Figure 4.—Represents a horse of a sulky character, as is con-
spicuously shown in the countenance; an animal of this type,
although in some cases rather to be dreaded than otherwise, is
sometimes very good at work. The obstinacy of this character,
however, not unfrequently turns to restiveness. It is a subject
which may be useful, but never can be pleasant.
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HINTS TO PURCHASERS OF HORSES,

There is no reason why the golden rule, “ Do unto others as ye
would that others should do unto you,” should not obtain in horse-
dealing, as well as in other trading transactions; that it does not,
those who have suffered from a contrary practice will, of course,
regret. There are, doubtless, many dealers of strict integrity who
would not knowingly practise any deception, but would afford ample
time for examination and trial, and would decline to give a warranty
unless convinced of the animal’s soundness. There are others who
aver that they never give a warranty, and others who have a variety
of tricks at command to deceive the unwary. It should be
remembered there are few faultless horses, and though breeders
must dispose of their young stock, whether faulty or faultless, it is
not such horses that fall into the hands of the inexperienced buyer.
The class of purchasers for whose assistance these hints have been
written, generally buy from dealers, and most commonly the stud
submitted for their inspection consists of horses that have been used
and sold for some fault, or because * they did not suit their former
owner.” Yet, by the exercise of a little common sense, purchasers
would often escape the cheats attempted to be put upon them by the
outsiders in what should be an honourable occupation,

There are two questions which the intending purchaser of a
horse should ask himself, and take care that they are fairly
answered. The first is—* Can he, or can he not, ride well 2"* The
next is—¢ What sort of work does he require a horse to do?” It
is of more importance than at first sight appears, that these two
questions should be fairly put, and honestly answered. For there are
many men who have no other idea than to become the proprietor of
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a good-looking animal, and there are some who think they can buy a
horse as they would a walking-stick ; while there are few, indeed, who
think it necessary to put these two important questions to them-
selves, and fewer still who would feel comfortable under an imputa-
tion against their horsemanship, if made by another; still, they may
““ own the soft impeachment” to themselves. Yet a man cannot do
a more foolish thing than to buy a horse merely becanse he is
pleased with its outward appearance. An awkward rider will look
more ungraceful on a high-spirited horse than on one of more modest
pretensions, and he is more liable to throw such a horse down by the
rough or careless way in which he manages his bridle.

I will suppose my reader has already determined the sort of
work he wishes a horse to perform, and whether he can ride well or
the contrary. Next he should fix on the price he intends to give, and
allow no powers of persuasion on the part of the seller to alter his
determination. The next thing is to consider that the seller, be he
dealer or not, is, perhaps, equally as good a judge of his customer as
he is of his horses. If, when the horse is brought out, his general
appearance is satisfactory, it is prudent to see him through his paces
before going through a closer inspection. A close observation of the
action of a horse generally results in the discovery of those defective
points which require the most severe scrutiny.

- It is not so easy as at first sight appears to judge of a horse’s
action; in some of them it is much less easy to detect defective
action than to discover the limp caused by disease. Difference in
breeding will make considerable difference in the action. In a well-
bred horse there is usually an absence of high action; he walks and
trots slower, but his canter and gallop are more graceful, easy, and
rapid than that of the half-bred; the head is smaller, the crest
higher, the mane and tail more silky, the hocks and legs are flatter,
or, as the dealers say, * cleaner;” the tendons of the muscles in the
leg are more tense to the touch, and more distinctly developed ; the
pastern joints are usually longer, the feet smaller; the outline of the
hind-legs, from the hock to the fetlock, is more upright ; the root of
the tail is better defined, and there is a general lightness and elas-
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ticity about them. ‘When mounted the mouth feels lighter, more
lively, and there is a springiness of movement and appearance alto-
gether different to that seen in a horse of inferior breed,

There are many men who do not take their weight into calcula-
tion when selecting a horse, and as they may always reckon one stone
more for saddle and bridle, it is evident this is a matter of great
importance, and should not be overlooked. Nothing will bring a
dull, slugegish horse down sooner than heing overweighted, even if it
be only a few pounds; he feels unwilling to move under the
additional weight; his rider, perhaps, loses temper, and wrges him,
and hence the catastrophe. Again, I remark, consider well the kind
of work you require a horse to perform, remembering that there are
very few, indeed, equally good for saddle and harness. If a daily
ride of say ten or a dozen miles is the utmost required, almost any
sound horse is equal to it if he is not over-weighted, or ridden at too
fast a pace. If longer journeys are required, rest-days are necessary,
and thirty miles a-day three days a-week is quite enough work
for any horse, and too much for the majority.

I would advise my reader to be very cauntions in availing himselt
of the many tempting offers ‘made in the various newspapers. In
going through the advertisement columns, it would appear at first
sight as if every want could be most easily supplied, and especially is
this the case respecting horses, the flattering encomiums passed upon
them, leading one to expect perfection. Experienced hands never notice
these advertisements, and I would strongly recommend those who
do, to make no bargain till the animal has been seen by a respectable
veterinary surgeon. Indeed, to the inexperienced buyer—and for such
only are these hints intended—I would say, the vet.’s fee is the best
spent money throughout the transaction.

Being satisfied as to figure and carriage, let the horse be walked
and trotted down the ride at his own pace, repeating the experiment
on the stones, and, if possible, down hill, the groom going bhefore
with the bridle at its extreme length.

Many grooms in showing a horse get a firm hold of the
bridle close to the animal's head, and so supporting the head,
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is styled by the dealers ** Knuckling”), it generally indicates that the
horse has done a good deal of work, and if this is attended with a
tremulous, tottering motion of the leg, the idea is confirmed, and
though in a young horse it may be relieved by rest and blistering, he
will never be able to do regular work.

To judge the height of a horse, let him stand on the level, and
not as usually shown, with the fore-legs on rising ground ; a differ-
ence of an inch or two is important both as regards his strength and
his re-sale.

A man who is even a tolerable horseman would do well to
choose a high-couraged (not a bad-tempered or vicious) horse, but
one that is ready to go; such an animal will do more work, and
do it much more pleasantly than one that is heavy and sluggish.

If the inspection is satisfactory so far, let the legs and
feet be examined, and here a study of Plates IV. and V. will
be of great use. Let the purchaser stand in front of the horse, and
note the position and size of the hoofs when at rest ; if the feet are
very small, or one seems smaller than the other, there is good ground
to suspect some serious defect.  If there be no difference in the size
of the feet, if the heels are not much contracted, if the frogs be
sound, and there be no trace of matter oozing from the cleft, and if
the horse puts his feet down boldly and firmly when trotted down-hill
on rough ground, these points may be considered satisfactory, and
the sole, or bottom of the foot, is next to be examined. In its
natural state it is rather hollow or concave, but occasionally we find
it flat, and sometimes convex. In either case it is proportionably
thin, and less fit for the performance of its office than if it was con-
cave. The convex form of sole is, however, a much more serious
defect than the flat. A convex, or projecting sole, is extremely thin
and, therefore, incapable of bearing much pressure; and though a
horse may step firmly with this kind of sole, he is constantly liable
to lameness from gravel getting under his shoe, and it frequently
happens that the front or wall of the hoof has lost its natural form,
and becomes flatter, thinner, and more brittle, so that it is difficult to
nail a shoe securely without wounding or pricking the foot. This
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defect constitutes unsoundness.  While the sole is undergoing
examination it will be advisable to look if there be any corns, but it
is not so easy to discover them with the shoes on. If the corns are
extensive, the foot econvex, and the heels weak, the horse had better be
rejected. The ntmost care is necessary in examining the foot, there
are so many causes of lameness that the inspection ecannot be too
particularly carrvied out. A horse may be lamed by bad shoeing,
improper management, or some unknown cause, and though he may
not appear lame at the time of purchase, yet from the appearance of
the foot, lameness may reasonably be suspected.

Sand-crack is a serious defeet, especially if it runs longitudinally
from the coromet into the hoof, and is deep enough to affect the sen-
gitive parts of the foot. Sometimes the sand-crack is only trifling,
but its presence indicates an unnatural dryness of the horn, and ten-
dency to sand-crack, and if such a horse be purchased, proper
means should be at once employed to improve the state of the hoof.

Foot-lameness is frequently removed for a time by a long
rest, or a run at grass. Horses that are foundered are fre-
quently much relieved, and sometimes apparently cured by the same
means, but in either case the lameness invariably returns when the
horse is put to work again, or kept in a stable.

It should be remembered that there are few six-year old horses
whose feet are not more or less imperfect, and that a considerable
alteration in form may take place without causing lameness.

In examining the fore-legs, it is necessary to notice if there be
any scar or wound, which generally arises from cutting; when the
gsear on the inside is large, or appears to have been recently
opened, while the surrounding parts are thickened and appear
swollen, it is a serious imperfection.  The speedy cut, or ent on the
inside, just below the knee-joint, is a serious defect, which not
unfrequently causes a horse to fall while galloping or trotting.

In examining the back sinews the hand should be passed down
the back part of the leg. If the tendon can be distinetly felt with
the suspensory ligament which lies just before it, and the texdon
feels clean and free from thickening, and if the leg, on a side view,
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appears flat, clean, and sinewy, it may be passed as a sound, well-
formed leg. But if the leg, on a side view, appears rather round
than flat, or rather bent and inclining inwards ; if one leg is larger
than the other, or the sinew and ligament cannot be distinetly and
separately felt, it follows that the part has been injured in some way,
and it is probable the horse will fall lame on being put to hard
work.

Should there be any mark on the knee it will be safer for the
purchaser to infer that it was caused by falling, whatever the seller
may say to the contrary.

Splents need not be regarded, unless they are of a large size,
immediately below the knee-joint, or so near to the back sinew or
suspensory ligament as to impede their action, or unless they are
tender on being pressed. Few horses are entirely free from splents,

The examination of the hind-legs should be commenced at the
hock. The bones forming the projection on the ingide of the hoek,
are larger in some horses than in others, and should not be mistaken
for bone spavin,  There is no insuperable difficulty in noticing the
distinetion, for if both hocks be spavined, it very rarely happens they
are both of the same size, or exactly alike, and when only one hock
is so affected the difference is sufficiently distinet to determine the
question, The best way to ascertain if there be any spavin is to
look from between the fore-legs to between the hocks, rather inelining
to one side. A side view of the hocks will best enable you to see if
there be a curb, and a close inspection will show if there be any
ring-bone upon the pastern. This latter, though a considerable
defect, does not always produce lameness, but more frequently in the
fore than the hind-leg.

Some horses have a tendency to a discharge from the heels,
attended by swelling of the hind-legs, which constitutes the disease
termed grease. Horses with white legs seem more disposed to this
complaint than others. If the hind-legs appear swollen, with the
hair about the heels rough or furzy; if there be scars on the heels,
and they appear to have been subject to cracks or uleers, it may be
inferred that the horse is subject to swelled legs and grease.
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windpipe, producing whistling and roaring; the other in the
lungs, producing broken wind. To detect the former there is mo
surer way than to gallop the horse, and agitate and pull
him about, keeping the bridle tightly curbed. In this way the
wheezing is almost certain to be heard if it exists. The same mode
of action will detect roaring, and a roarer should be at once rejected.

The state of the wind is frequently ascertained by graspiag the
windwipe at the throat tightly, and then immediately letting it go ; the
horse is certain to cough, and the sound of the cough determines
pretty accurately the state of his wind. If it be long and shrill, the
wind is good ; if it be short and hacking, like that of a person in
asthma, his lungs are affected, and the horse must at once be
rejected ; but unless the purchaser can distinguish between the dif-
ferent kinds of cough, he may as well pinch his own throat as the
horse's, and, indeed, the former would often be the safer course.

If a horse coughs under any circumstances during examination,
ascertain, if possible, if the cough be of long duration ; and if there
is any difficulty in obtaining the desired information, see that you are
secured on that point by the warrants.

The age of the horse is known by the appearance of the mouth,
and certain marks on the teeth ; but so many tricks are resorted to,
to make the age appear what it is wished to be rather than what it s,
that a veterinary surgeon’s opinion, or a distinet warranty on this
point are the only safeguards for the uninitiated.

In concluding these few hints, I would say, in every doubtful
point, be sure your warranty covers it. Never buy a screw, and take
care that the animal, the weight, and the work are put on at least
equal terms. But I must be permitted to add, that to a man who
only thinks he knows something of horses, the veterinary surgeon
(not the farrier or smith), is the best guide he can have.
















