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PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION.

A DISTRESSING experience in the writer’s family many years ago
brought home to his mind the danger of premature burial, and
led ultimately to the careful study of a gruesome subject to which
he has a strong natural repugnance, His collaborator in the
volume has himsell passed through a state of profound suspended
animation from drowning, having been laid out for dead—an
experience which has induced him in like manner to investigate
the various death-counterfeits. The results of the independent
inquiries carried on by both of us in various parts of Europe
and America, and by one of us during a sojourn in India in the
early part of this year, are now laid before the reader, with such
practical suggestions as it is hoped may prepare the way for
hringing about certain needed reforms in our burial customs.

The danger, as | have attempted 1o show, is very real—to
ourselves, to those most dear to us, and to the community in
general ; and it should be a subject of very anxious concern
how this danger may be minimised or altogether prevented.
The duty of taking the most effective precautions to this end is
one that naturally falls to the Legislature, especially under a
Government professing to regard social questions as of paramount
importance. Fortunately, this is a non.party and a non-contentious
fuestion, it imperils no interest, so that no formal obstruction
or unnecessarvy delay need be apprehended ; and it should be
urged upon the Government to introduce and carry an effective
measure at the earliest opportunity, not only as a security
against the possibility of so terrible an evil, but to quiet the
widespread and mot altogether unrcasonable apprehension on
this subject which is now so prevalent.

It has been found convenient to retain thronghout the body
of the work the use of the singular pronoun, but every part of
the book receives the cordial approval of both authors, and with
this explanation we accept its responsibility jointly.

We have to acknowledge our great indebtedness in preparing
this volume to many previous writers, including such as have
investigated the phenomena of suspended animation and the
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A cowcurRENCE of peculinr circumstances, beginning in May
1895, has directed public atiention in England to the subject of
premature burial, probably to a greater degree, so far as the
author’s recollection serves, than at any time during the past
hali-century. Amongst these may be mentioned the publication
of several reeent cases of premature burial in the English and
American papers; the narrow escape of a child found in Regent's
Park, London, laid out for dead at the Marylebone Morteary,
and alerwards restored 1o life; the issue in Boston, U5, of D
Fran: Hartmann's instructive essay, entitled, “ Baried Alive: an
Examination into the Occult Causes of Apparent Death, Trance,
and Catalepsy " (a considerable number of copies baving been
sold in England), and the able leading articles and correspon-
dence on the subject in the Sfecfador, Daily Chronicle, Morning
Post, Leeas Merenwry, The Jewish Weorld, Plymonth Mercury,
Manchester Cowrier, To-Llay, and many other -I'.Iil.il}' and weekly
journals.

It is curious that, while many books and pamphlets relating
to this important subject have been issued in France and Ger-
many, no adequate and comprehensive treatise has appeared
from the English press for more than sixty years past, nor
writings in any form, with the exception of a paper by Sir
Benjamin Ward Richardson in No. 21 of the Asclefiad, pub-
lishied in 1889, on the * Absolute Signs of Death,” sundry articles
in the medical journals from time to time, and a London edition
of Dr. Hartmann's volume in January, 18¢6.  The section upon
® Real and Apparent Death™ in the 1868 edition of the late Pro.
fessor Guy's “ Forensic Medicine” begins with the words, * This
subject has never attracted much attention in England, and no
medical author of repute has treated it at any length "—a remark
not less true after the lapse of a generation. The following
chapters have been prepared with the view, not so much of
supplying this omission, as of guiding the public 1o the dangers
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and he demands that no diploma shall be given without the
candidate having proved himself conversant with the signs of
death. (Wedrcal Times, London, 1874, vol. i, p. 25.) On personal
inguiry from medical authorities in France, during the present
year (18g6), we learn that this laxity still prevails,

It appears strange that, except when a man dies, all his con-
cerns are protected by custom and formalities, or guarded by Laws,
50 as Lo insure his interests being fairly carried out lo completion,
Thus we see that heirship, marriage, business affairs of all kinds,
whether of a public or private nature, are amply guarded by such
precautionary and authoritative measures as will secure them.
But one of the most important of all hwman interests—that which
relates to the termination of life—is managed in such a careless
and perfunctory way as to permit of irreparable mistakes, To
be sure there are laws in most of the Continental States of Europe
that are intended to regulate the care and burial of the dead, but
few of them make it certain that the apparently dead shall not be
mistaken for the really dead, and treated as such. None of them
allow more than seventy-two hours before bumal (some allow only
thirty-six, others twenty-four, and others again much less, accord-
g to the nature of the disease), unless the attending physician
petitions the authorities for reasonable delay—a rare occurrence-
And even if postponement is granted, it is doubtful if the inevitable
administrative formalities would leave opportunities for dubious
cases 10 receive timely and necessary altention, or for cases of
trance, catalepsy, coma, or the like, to be rescued from a living
burial.

In the introduction to a treatise entitled * The Uncertainty of
the Signs of Death, and the Danger of Precipitate Interments,”
published in 1746, the author, Mr. M. Cooper, surgeon, says:—
“Though death at some time or other is the necessary and un.
avoidable portion of human nature, yet it is not always certain
that persons taken for dead are really and irretrievably depﬁ\red
of life, since it is evident from experience that many apparently
dead have afterwards proved themselves alive by rising from
their shrouds, their coffins, and even from their graves. It is
equally certain that some persons, too soon interred after their

supposed decease, have in their graves fallen victims to a death
2
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N | the mouth and nestrils, the rigid and inflexible state of the body,
2 | jaws, or extremities; the intense and universal cold, etc.  Some,
- conceiving any one of these symptoms as incompetent and inade.

quate 1o the purpose, have required the presence of such of them
as were, in their opinion, the least liable 1o error; but whoever
will take the trouble of reading the Reports of the (Humane)
Society with attention, will meet with very many instances where
| all the appearances separately, and even where several associated
in the same case, occurred, and yet the patient recovered; and it
| i therefore evident that these signs will not afford certain and
| unexceptionable criteria, by which we may distinguish between
: life and death.”

Mr. Kite furnishes references to numerous cases of recovery
L { where the apparently dead exhibited black, livid, or cadaverous

i | countenances ; eyes fixed or obscure; eyeballs diminished in
i, : size, immovable and fixed in their sockets, the cornea without
iy | lustre ; eyes shrivelled ; froth at the mouth; rigidity of the
e [ body, jaws, and extremities ;- partial or universal cold.?

The crux of the whole guestion is the uncertainty of the signs

g which announce the cessation of physical existence. Prizes have

i been offered, and prizes have been awarded, but further experi-

ence has shown that the signs and tests, sometimes singly and

sometimes in combination, have been untrustworthy, and that
the only certain and unfailing sign of death is decomposition.

) { Commenting upon actual cases of premature burial; the Lanced,

rie | Mareh 157, 1866, p. 205 says:—“Truly there is something about

| the very notion of such a fate caiculated to make one shudder,

and to send a cold stream down one’s spine. By such a

catastrophe 15 not meant the sudden avalanche of earth, bricks,

I % or stones upon the luckless miner or excavator, or the erushing,

suffocative death from tombling rmins. MNo; it is the cool,

determined treatment of a living being as if he were dead-—

the rolling him in his winding sheet, the screwing him down in

his coffin, the weeping at his funeral, and the final lowering of

! “The Recovery of the Apparently Dead" by Charles Khe, Member of the

ik Corpotation of Surgeons in Londen, and Surgeon at Gravesend in Kest, London,
pul 1788,
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of affairs, observes :— “Burning, drowning, even the most hideous
mutilation under a railway train, 15 as nothing compared with
burial alive. Strangely enough this universal horror seems to
have produced no desive to guard against burial alive. We all
fear it, and yet practically no one takes any trouble to avoid
the risk of it happening in his own case, or in that of the rest
of mankind. It would be the simplest thing in the world to
take away all chance of Dburying alive; and yet the world
remains indifferent, and enjoys 1t5 horror undisturbed by the
hope of remedy.”

The authors' own reasonings, opinions, and conclusions are
here briefly presented ; but as the majority of the public are
more or less influenced by authority, it has been thought
advisable to furnish a series of authenticated facts under the
several headings to which they belong, and to cite the judgments
of eminent members of the medical profession who have given
special attention to the subject. The source of difficulty has
been an embdarras de richesse, or how from a mass of material,
the extent of which will be seen by reference 1o the Biblio-
graphy, to select typical cases without needless repetition.  The
premature burials and narrow escapes from such disasters, which
are reported by distinguished physicans and  reputable writers,
may be numbered literally by hundreds, and for every one
reported it is obvious from the nature of the case that many are
never heard of. Amongst the names of notable persons, who
have thought the subject sufficiently practical for their attention,
may be mentioned those of Empedocles, Plato, Aristotle, Cicero,
Fliny, Celsus, Plutarch, and 5t Auvgustine in antiguity; of
Fabricius, Lancisi, Winslow, Haller, Buffon, Lavater, Moses
MEI:lliE]‘iwhn, Hufeland, and Alexander von Humboldi in modern
times,

The subject has several times engaged the attention of the
French Senate and Legislative Chamber, as well as the Legis-
lauve Assemblies in the various States of Germany. In 1871,
Dr. Alex. Wilder, Prof. of Physiclogy and Physiological Science,
read a paper before the members of both houses of the New
York State Legislature at the Capitol, Albany; but we are not
aware that the subject has ever been introduced in any of the
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PREFACE TO SECOND EDITION.

WHEN requested by Mr. William Tebb, the talented
author of *Premature Burial, and How it may be
Prevented,” to undertake the editorship of a second
edition of this important work, for which there was
an increasing demand, [ felt much reluctance in com-
plving with his wish, partly by reason of the pressure
of many public and professional duties, and partly
because the subject was one which had not been
stuclied by me with the exhaustiveness it demanded.
The fact, however, that an increasing weight of years
presses upon the venerable author, whom [ hold in
the profoundest esteem, and his anxiety to see “some-
-'.]]En:_{ ;;l,i.:'l;_‘.lill'l:'kl_]li:i]"ll:_!ll, :-:ultl::ﬂ‘liﬂg\_;‘ done,” ere he ceased
from his labours, coupled with my appreciation of the
loss he had sustained in the death of his medical
collaborator, Col. Edward Perry Vollum, M.I., induced

me finally to accept the honour and responsibility:.

The careful study of the subject which the work
has entailed, and the perusal of the evidence collected
from various parts of the world, which has accumu
lated considerably since the first edition was published
in 1896, have convinced me of the real need in this
country of drastic and far-reaching reforms in connec-

tion with our burial system.



and Cal, Vollum's inve

tock a
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nurses, upon fraud, drunkenness, and ignorance. kEven
the dumb animals experienced his fostering care, and
a complete revolution in the veterinary service of the
United States army was the outcome of his strenuous
cfforts. Nothing came amiss to him—whether systema-
tizing an ambulance service, or improving the army
ration and regulating the cooking, or establishing
industrial asylums for the healthful employment of
army pensioners, or formulating sanitary schemes to
improve the quarters and camps and health of the
soldiers, or forming insurance societies for the pro-
motion of thrift among the ranks. The name of Col.
Vollum was always and everywhere synonymous with
progress and reform.  In addition to all the many
movements he initiated and advanced, he filled, dur-
ing the closing years of active service under Govern-
ment, the position of Corresponding Member of the

New York Academy of Sciences, as well as the
highly responsible post of President of Army Medi

cal Examining Boards.

He passed away at Munich on 315t May, 1902,

his death being due to congestion of the liver. IHis

hnf|}' was cremated at Jena, and the ashes were in-
terred at Arlington, near Washington. A memorial
service was held in the capital, in the presence of a

distinguished assembly.

I'hus it is clear that the late Col. E. P. Vallum was
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the London Association for the Prevention of [Pre-
mature Burial has sustained irreparable loss, as was
recognized by the following resolution unanimously

adopted and placed upon the minutes of the society:—

“That the committee, having heard with much sorrow of the
death of Colonel Edward Perry Vollum, M.D., who, by his
collaboration with Mr. William Tebb in the authorship of that
now well-known work, *Premature Bunal, and How it may be
FPrevented,’ as well as in various other ways, has actively pro-
moted the cauwse of the association, desires to express its deep
sympathy with his family, and its sense of the great loss which

the movement has sustained by his decease™

Mr. Wm. Tebb, to whose pen we are mainly indebted
for the production of the first edition of this work
(the greater part of which was written by him in
[ndia, in the year 18g5), is still with us, watching
and advising in the compilation of the new edition
with all the keenness of his ardent nature in spite of

advancing years.

Born in Manchester—the birthplace of many notable

reformers—on the z2nd October, 1830, he was in his

youth during the stirring times when Cobden, Bright,
Fox, Thompson, Joseph Hume, Ebenezer Elliot, and
many others, roused the masses to a sense of the
injustice of the Corn Laws and the *protective system,”
and, catching the inspiration of these brilliant ex-

ponents of freedom and sympathy, a few vears later
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to date. Cases of less importance, appearing in the
first edition, have had to make way for those of
oreater importance, and the work has been enlarged
to the extent of fifty extra pages in order to
accommodate new material.

The greatest care has been taken in selecting only
such illustrations of the subjects dealt with as appear
to be authentic, and on this account much reliance
has been placed upon the evidence and statements of
medical men. It is needless to say that, were all the
evidence which has accumulated of late years to be
printed, it would require a wvolume of considerably

larger dimensions than the present one.

T'he evidence, however, which has been adduced is
sufficient, both in variety and directness, to arouse the
careful and thoughtful reader to a realisation of the
- important question which is hereby raised, and
demands that prompt action be taken by the British
legislature in order to guard against the repetition
in this country of the many awful incidents narrated

in the following pages.
WALTEE R HADWEN.

LILOUCESTER. October, 190y







INTRODUCTION TO SECOND
EDITION.

THE fact that a second edition of this work has been
called for is sufficient evidence of the interest which
the subject of Premature Burial has created in the
public mind. There are still, however, persons who
look upon anyone who seriously touches this question
as a sensation-monger ; but among the masses of the
people of to-day, especially of the more thoughtful,
there is an undercurrent of suspicion that all is not
right, and it is increasingly felt that something should
be, and must be, done to remove every element of
doubt which may be associated with the delicate
dividing line that lies between latent life and actual
death.

The ih'l.':lﬂi?l.t' directions laid down IJ}' NuMmerons
testators, such as Herbert Spencer, Edmond Yates,
Miss Frances Power Cobbe, Wilkie Collins, and others :
the feverish search for, and advocacy of, various in-
ventions by way of injections, of physical tests, and
of “safety coffins”; and the increasing popularity of
cremation, all point to the anxiety which is felt lest
the horrible fate of premature burial should tragically

close a life's career.







INTRODUCTION TO SECOND EDITION, 25

tragedies which have been collected and recorded
by many scientific and painstaking authorities are
true, they form a sufficient ground for the fear
that, owing to the laxity of our laws, a still larger
number are consigned to the ghastliest of deaths.
And when, in addition to the fact that death-
certificates are usually given without any medical
inspection at all, it is remembered that the Home
Secretary, on the sth of March, 1903, reported over
fifty-three thousand burials during the past five years
without even the formality of certifving the causes
of death, the sense of security will not be by any

means encouraged.

In commenting upon a Bill which has been laid
before the Massachusetts Legislature for the purpose of
guarding against premature burial, the MWedical Press
of April 27, 1904, describes the stringent tests of
death which are therein proposed for adoption as
“elaborate nonsense,” and the fear of being buried
alive is ridiculed by the editor as a “bogey.” This
15 not in accordance with the views of the most
eminent authorities in Europe, who have again and
again declared the danger to be a real one. The late
Professor Huxley, F.R.S, testified that the “sign of
death was an extraordinarily difficult question,” and
Sir Benjamin Ward Richardson, after many years of

investigation, finally stated, in the Asclepiad, that the
3
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thy sign of death was “distinct indication

-l|1|_r trustwolr
of putrefactive decomposition.”

Direct evidence as to premature burial 15 very
difficult to aobtain, as the proportion of disinterments:
to burials is only about one in fifty thousand; but
there is sufficient evidence to show that the danges
exists. Dr. Franz Hartmann, who has devoted con
siderable attention to this subject, states that during
the months of May and June, 18056, he received ne
less than sixty-three letters from people who had
escaped burial alive at the last moment In all, he
has collected over seven hundred cases, and furmished
details of over one hundred. The Lancet has born
frequent testimony to these disasters; and in its issu
of September 12, 1806, p. 785, is recorded the follow
ing from its Cork correspondent as having occurred

[sland, Ireland, which, the writer says,

hily vouched for :—"A child of four years of
are contracted L_'.'!:In-ini fever, and to all --|'(1.f:;.'.j.
appearances died, The time of the funeral wa
appointe [, and friends were actually on their way
to attend it Wi
to be removed from the bed to the coffin sign:

of animation were exhibited, [he services of the

medical man were asan |'---.|:i|-~'ili-|.'h'l|, and the child

unely rescued tromn uch a terrible death, is

1 :|'||_' --',|||',|-|,-|,'|:_ |_|::,'j'|-L|_' Wwas :I.;'l--!ZE,
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A “death” occurred in Cheltenham some years ago,
of which I was informed by a lady who was in the
house at the time. The funeral arrangements were

in full operation, when the *“corpse”—a gentleman

of over seventy years of age—sat up, and lived for
more than two years in the full enjoyment of his
faculties, notwithstanding the fact that he had been
certified dead! A gentleman of my acquaintance,
living in Brussels at the present time, was, some few
years ago, certified as dead by his medical attendant,
laid out for dead, and was just on the point of
being carried to the grave, when he gave signs of
life. Instances such as these point conclusively to
the dangers and the risks associated with death-
counterfeits, and the necessity there is to consider

seriously how such dangers and risks may be avoided.

The law protects the citizen’s life, property, and
every other interest up to the moment when the death
scene supervenes; then it leaves him, and provides no
protection whatever against mistakes which may be
made at this supreme crisis. The extensive Biblio-
graphy at the close of this volume is sufficient to
show that a subject which has created so much
attention among the highest scientific authorities in
this and other countries is one which is worthy of
immediate and ecarnest consideration by the

Legis
lature.

Every citizen has a fundamental right to life,
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and in the interests of the citizen, of his family, and
of the State, the latter should protect that right by

CVEry means n 1s power, DY guarding agamst i

an A L T S . 7 R
=aCrince, [ I.ll .I.l'r:"l'r': L s P & 'I'lr ¥ P d I-'J'rl' i

| on death

of April 18 1903 in a leading :

]

certification, has well said “It must be remembered
15 we have more than once demonstrated, that there
15 a4 powerful and mcreasing body of public opimo
i this country demanding some saferuard against
what is believed to be the j'll-----i|l":it_'-' of burial alive
g T g Pacnss e Tl

in consequence of the present laxity of the law.

Our object is to press upon the i-::|.-"':' the urgen
I vr'n-v—;il_'.' of enactment |J_'.' Parliament—That no medical
certificate of death shall be accepted unless the person
signing it shall have seen and carefully examined the

||'||i'.L | I,|'|:' |.|"|'-l-‘:. o certified that such b ':_' hall

110t |:-: ;-!.|l-'|i ':'I:iI E,.|'|:' frst 1£°1 i i:l.:‘.':"._". n 1

LA and that, in the interests of life and healt

ittractive  waiting  mortuaries, somewhat after the

mttern of  those o, B 1 e (4] the Continent described

n chapter =xxii. of th dition ), shall be provided by I
every sanitary district in the kin m

WALTER R. HADWEN.




OPINIONS OF THE PRESS.

THE SPECTATOR (LONDON).

“ An attempt to show that very great dangers exist [rom ow
neglect of basing the decision that death has taken place upon any
gympiom but the absolute one of putrefaction has just been made
in a very interesting book, entitled * Premature Burial. To do this
a very great number of cases of prematures burial have been collected
and set forth. We are shown that these cases in fact occurred, be-
CALEE T = apt to « O TR s of death signs whi freE ol
.||.I:\I|]I.'|.F'I and [y |..II::.':| indicate hllw]:l':“'kl'l:': animation. From this the
writers argue, and as we think justly, that there should be a change
of the law as :'1'5'_'.:t1'l.|-. death certification, and as to the treatment of
bodies before interment, ™

THE WESTMINSTER REVIEW.

“The work on ' Premature Buarial,' by Mr. Tebb and Col. E. P
Vollum, has already attracted considerable notice, but we have not
been able o Ell..l!ill' it as 1-:41"._'. FLES i:_ |||-~.r_'r'-.-'-4|. I| | 15 5._|I_:-‘E-:--:|_ ~. b1 | ]1.:|i||-
ful one, and it demands more attention than has ver been give o i,
though the twenty or more pages of the bibliography of the subject
appended to this volume show that it has not been neglected, Bt
from the frequency of the occurrences described, we ace led to be-
lieve that people generally, and ordinary medical practitioners, do
not appreciate the seriousness of matter.  Without entering into
details, we hope that this book will mest with the atention it de-
serves, and that it may be the means of saving many people in future
rom that most horrible fate imaginabie, known as a * living tomb.* "

DAILY NEWS (LONDON).
A work well worthy of serious consideration. It would seem
that the Government might do worse [l appoint a Keyal Com-
MEssion to !|1I.i.|:.=’|- (i ] l|:|' \'.'.I!II.:I' '\-l,'.".a.jl'rl .-r l\.||-:|: _':."l*;:_”i.::.['g\_"

LEEDS MERCURY.

! Premature Burial * deals with a subject that is a real source
of anxiety to a good many people, and which, to the disgrace of the

legislature, 15 not an altogether unreazonable trouble. We are too
in our methods of death registration ; too much latitude is
i to regisirars ol deaths, who, in the large majority of cases,

rective certificates from medical men who have not actunlly seen



L1

HOMIEGPATHIG

WORLD.

s

=

" ;
R T e .
a
+

i



OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 31

PALL MALL GAZETTE.

“ Horeible as are some of the details, they enforce the authors®
plea for more careful examination of the presumably dead, and their
arguments have great force.™

LIVERPOOL POST.

“ The moral of the book is that burial alive is a far greater
danger than most people suppose.’’

BIRMINGHAM DAILY GAZETTE.

“ That there iz real danger in hurried interments, no one who
glances at this velume can doubt, and the authors’ contention that
the subject of the book should be legislated upon is reasonable.  The
book is greatly enhanced in value by an exhaustive bibliography and
an excellent index."

BRISTOI. TIMES.

“ The whole subject is exhaustively treated in this volume, which
people interested would do well to give their caretul perusal. It is
extremely well done.'

SHEFFIELD TELEGRAPH.
““ A valuable and interesting volume. "

BELFAST NEWS LETTER.

“ The work sets forth some very convincing statements, and has
fully justified the authors in présenting their joint opinion on o
subject that ought to concern the community. They adduce quite a
plethora of evidence to sustain their contention. ™

THE CHRISTIAN WORLD.

“ An claborate treatise touching every side of this subject bears
the signatures of William Tebb, F.R.G.5., and Colonel Edward
Ferry Vollum, M.I)., both of whom have had perzonal experiences
of a Kind that leads [hl’-l:t e PI'L'-|1'||-; lh:il! ||:i||'|_\ pl"'u]ﬂe" Are 1'|.'|i|_!. hlil'it"d
alive. The uncertainty of the signs of death is dealt with at great
length, and historical and contemporanecus cases of recovery from
apparent death are cited.’™

THE LITERARY WORLD (LONDON).

* The subject of premature burial is one of universal interest, and
those who have it at heart cannot do berter than make themselves
as familinr with the subject as the exhaustive work before us admits.
The writers have brought together a mass of facts and figures bear-
mgE on the 1.|||1'\1:.-:'-:|:_ amd their conclusios are not to he denied or
their labour undervalued. The beal: miay strike a chord of interest,
afd arrest an altention that will be the means of a thorough recon-
sideration of our burial cusfoms. "
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narrawly e’tnl.":l[ll:'ﬂ this _L;|1-'I.hl|:'-' fate, and it is much to be (eared that
HE :I,-Ll,L!-|u.|||1]._-Liur. iz atill more « : _'l:'lli authors of !!Li!\. b«
appear each o havie pursued o sep line of &
ane was led bo it {ram the circums « that o relative was believed
to be the subject of premature ba and the other from having
himself been laid out for dead, and having but narrow r‘h—l':qlli-d
that terrible |_‘-;||:_-|-|;|'r|-|:||'|r' .1;.‘|.i||:-L which he now raises his waArnimng
wiee. The subject under consideration has of late been much
diebated in the newspapers, but the interest in it is by no means of
recent origin, as 12 shown by the bibliography appended to thas
volume, the titles of books and pamphlets on the subject alone, as
Ehesre E:i-.|-:|:_ ||,_-|'-|_._!:|:|;i“:_‘r no less I [1.".I='IIL.1."-].J"|I' U.IE*'!‘. boust 1 may
-_'-_r-|| be doubied if it as ever belore I'|'l.'r'i‘|'-'1,| E10s | :\._‘l"l.":r:.l.1.i1' search-
ing and thorough treatment as m the present work.

i |"|.||'||_|::.|I-|'|_1.'I this 13 no clags or party ud slion, no vested interest
is threatened, and the time appears: singularly opportune for P
and effective legislntion to allavy wic d popular apprehension,
which, unchecl WA panic,

night &

HEALTH.

“OF all the various forms of suspended : and apparent
death, trance and catalepsy are the least understood and the most
likely to lead the subject of them 1o a premature burial, and
o these the authors have devoted conziderable attention, and other
i g chapters deal v the tions of animal and so-called
i hibernation, prems probable cavses of préemature
burial, predisposing causes amd conditions of death-counterfeits, the
danger of hasty burials, the 16 of death, the duration of death
counterfeits, de; certihenti the Jewish practice of early burial,
‘II'-.-
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THE WEBKLY TIMES AND ECHI.

T Premature Burial © deserves careful perusal and serious cons
sideration. We fully believe the medical professi are blind, az a
eater care in the giving of death certifi-

iple who have not really
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died iz a
in
CaEe,
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QPINIONS OF THE PRESS,

SATURDAY REVIEW,

*“ Many of the points to which they (the authors) draw attention,
the perfunctory fashion, for instamce, in which death certificates are
made out, are worthy of earncst consuderation.”

LIIHT.

* We are glad 1o see that Mr. Tebb and Dr. Vollum's important
work on ° Premature Burial and how it may be Prevented ' is attract-
ing considerable attention.  The book has special reference to trance,
catalepsy, and other forms of suspended animation, and is therefore
of peculiar interest to us. It is not av all necessary to attempt to
work up h_'q:lin.g' on the ::u'L'qu'l.I:, and the writers of this book avoid
it They are practical men, and understand how to let facts !il?u'.'.'l.]w'.
for themselves, The la half of the bool: deals with the :E;m.gr.r .
and here the demonsteation is complete, A discussion of remedies
follows, the one most relied upon being mortearies, the structure
and management of which are carefully described. These, say our
authors, ' ought to be provided, as far as practicable, in every parish,
and certainly in every Samitary District in the United Kingdom,
and by the Boards of Health in the United States, and adapted ro
the requirements of the population.” We entively agree. This s
Hre remedy, az anyone would see who would carefully read Chapter
XXI. of this helpful book, a chapter which ought to be printed
separately and well disiributed to county and parish councils. '

5L |

MEDICAL TIMES AND NOSPITAL OAZETTE.

* This book is essentially practical, well written, free from  dev-
ness or redundancy. Though it does not profess to establish an
absolute method of puarantecing us all from the horrors of premoe
ture interment, =till it teems with so much practical information on
the subject that our boasted modern sanitary science must be poor
indeed if it learns naught therefrom. We agree with its implication
that from an over-worked and not over-practical Parlinment little
amelioration is at present to be hoped for, but that assuredly private
initiative in these days of philanthropic associations ought to
supplement thizs. And no better step can be taken in that direction
than by promaoting the circulation and careful perusal of the most
able work we have vet encountered on thiz all-impoartant subject.”

THE EXAMINER (CEVLON.

** Dne of the authors visited Cevlon, at the beginning of this vear,
and cites facts from the customs in vogue in this island to show tha
there is absolutely no sccurity against premature burial, with the
names aof various authorities. Some sensible and practical suppes-
tionz are made to prepare the way for bringinge about certain needed
reforms.”" il

MEDICAL RECORD (NEW YORK.

8 . - % - . & .
o I'he pages are replets with instructive though at times gruesome
etails, and the subject is one of such vast importance that it would
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PREMATURE BURIAL,

ANMD

HoW IT MAY BE FREVENTED.

CHAPTER 1,

TRANCE.,

OF all the various forms of suspended animation and
apparent death, trance and catalepsy are the least
understood, and the most likely to lead the subject of
them to premature burial ; the laws which control them
have perplexed pathologists in all ages, and appear to
be as insoluble as those which govern life itself.

ITsS NATURE AND SYMPTOMS.

In an interesting article upon the subject by A. T.
Myers, MLA, M.D., M.R.C.P.,, which appears in * Fowler's
Dictionary of Practical Medicine,” the writer says:—
* Trance, in the ordinary sense, is a term of somewhat
vague limits, but had best, perhaps, be confined to a
prolonged and rare condition of abnormal sleep, which
is produced by no known external agency, is generally

4



432 TRANCE.

entirely passive, in which the vital functions are reduced
to an abnormally low minimum, and from which the
entranced patients cannot be aroused by such ordinary
excitants as would be more than sufficient to wake them

t-rl'.l'lfl l'll"l]'JTtEi] .'-'ui-l.:'l.'.'l X, '|'|!1g:x' Can i-l:!-T.‘i[H][

ate food artificially
given, and may remain in this trance condition for as
long as twenty-three weeks (Gairdner), or even for a
yvear (P. Richer). . . . There is an absence, complete
or i:'l:.‘m!l'lph:h:, of sensation, and, in a less degree, of
motion ; and of deep and superficial muscular reflexes.
The breathing becomes nearly imperceptible, it may
even be impossible to see any cloud on a clear mirror
held before the mouth ; the respiratory movements may
be imperceptible, or at least so infrequent as three in
two minutes, the pulse and the action of the heart may
be impalpable, though the condition of the retina will
show that very slow circulation is still being kept up.

The t mperature iz low, but has not been observed below
ITS VARIATIONS AND DANGERS,

In Fagge & Pye Smith's Text-book of Medicine, 4th
edition, val. i., oor2, the authors, cnmmr_-n:l'n;_f U the
symptoms as described above, remark:—* These are the
cases which have led to the popular belief that death is
sometimes only apparent, and that there may be a
[Inn:_;-;_:r of PErsons being buried alive ; and it cannot be
denied that a patient in such a condition may easily be
allowed to die by careless or ignorant attendants, or
might be buried before death.” Dr. Herbert Mayo, in
“ Letters on Truths contained in Popular Superstitions,”
p. 34, after detailing similar signs and symptoms, asserts:
—* There has occurred every shade of this condition that
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can be imagined, between the occasional slight mani-
festations of suspension of one or other of the vital
functions, and their entire disparition.” He adds:—* In
any form of disease where the body is brought into a
certain state of debility, death-trance may supervene.”

Macnish, who says the function of the heart must
go on, and even of the Ilungs, however slightly,
declares :—* No affection to which the animal frame is
subject, is more remarkable than this. . . . There is
such an apparent extinction of every faculty essential to
life, that it is inconceivable how existence should go on
diring the continuance of the fit"—{Philosophy of
Sleep, Glasgow, 1334, pp. 225-6.)

In *“Quain's Dictionary of Medicine,” 1902, Dr. W. R,
Gowers says :—* The mental functions seem in most cases
to be in complete abeyance. No manifestation of
consciousness can be observed or elicited by the most
powerful cutaneous stimulation, and on recovery no
recollection of the state is preserved; but in some
cases volition only is lost, and the patient is aware of all
that passes, although unable to give the slightest
evidence of consciousness,”

“In the cases in which the depression of the vital
functions reaches an extreme degree, the patient appears
dead to casual, and sometimes to careful, observation.
This condition has been termed ‘death-trance’ {Schein-
tod). Persons have certainly been buried in this state;
and during the recent epidemic of influenza, an Italian
narrowly escaped interment during the consequent trance.”

Dr. Gowers quates a well-authenticated case mentioned
by Mr. John Chippendale, F.R.C.S,, in the Lancet, 1880,
vol. i, p. 1,173, of a man, who during an illness was
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se1zed with trance, and who vet, whilst ]].'i‘.tf.: in “cold
abstraction,” was aware of all that was passing. At last,
as he was about to be covered in his coffin, his mental
condition was such, that he broke into a profuse sweat,
which was fortunately perceived, and he recovered, and
was able to recount his experiences,

He further mentions a case, observed by Rosenthal,
where, thirty hours after supposed death, the muscles
were still excitable, and in forty hours the patient awoke.

Dr. Mason Good, in * Standard of Medicine” vol, v, I
G1-53 relates a case of “ death-trance.” in which a patient
was fortunate enough to have her interment postponed in
order to allow a pest meriem (1) examination to be made,
On being submitted to the scalpel, the first touch
brought her to her senses, and threw her into a state of

violent agitation, the anatomist being almost as frightened

as herself,
CONDITIONS INFLUENCING TRANCE.

Hufeland says in his “ Uncertainty of Death” :—
“It often happens that a person is buried in a trance,
knowing all the preparations for the interment, and this
affects him so much that it prolongs the trance by its
depressing influence. How long can a man exist in a
state of trance? s there no sign by which the remain-
ing spark of life may be recognised? Do no means
exist to prevent awakening in the grave? Nothing can
be said as to its duration ; but we do know that differ-
ences in the cause and circumstances will cause a differ-
ence in duration. The amount of strength of the person
would have oreat effect in this. Weak [PErSONS, broken
down by excesses, would die sooner than the strong.
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The nature of the disease would make a difference.
Old age is less liable to trance than the young. Long
sickness destroys the sources of life, and shortens the
process of death. Sorrow and trouble, and numerous
diseases, seem to bring on death; yet ofttimes the source
of life in them exists to its full extent, and what seems
in them to be death may be only a fainting fit, or cramp,
which temporarily interrupts the action of life. Women
are more liable to trance than men; most cases have
happened in them. Trance may exist in the new-born ;
oive them time, and many of them revive. The smell
of the earth is at times sufficient to wake up a case of
trance. Six or seven days, or longer, are often required
to restore such cases.” (Extracted from pp. 10-24.)
NoTABLE INSTANCES.

Many notable persons have at one time or another been
subject to this disorder. Speaking of Benjamin Disraeli,
Mr. ]. Fitzgerald Molloy, in his © Life of the Gorgeous
Lady Blessington,” vol. xi, pp. 37-38, says that in his
vouth he was seized with fits of giddiness during which
the world would swing round him ; he became abstracted
and once fell into a trance, from which he did not recover
for a week.

The mother of General Lee, the well-known Confede-
rate General in the American Civil War, was subject to
trance seizures, and on one occasion was pronounced
dead by the physician, and “buried,” Whilst, however, the
sexton was filling in the grave, he heard loud crying and
knocking, and Mrs, Lee was rescued from her perilous
position and a horrible fate.

A romantic but true story attaches to Mount Edg.
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cumbe. In the church which .'Iri_iui:iw' the estate, the
grandmother of the present earl was buried alive. Ina
trance she was laid for dead in the family vault. It was
known that upon one of her fingers was a precious ring.
The sexton went at dead of night, and endeavoured to
force the trinket from the lady's hand. It aroused
her, and she sat up.  The man fled in terror, leaving the
doors of the vault and church open. Lady Mount
Edgcumbe walked to her house in her shroud. Upon
being received by her husband she fainted. When she
revived, she found herself in bed, dressed in her ordinary
sleeping attire. She was induced to believe that she
had been the victim of a hideous nightmare, and never
]{I'Il.:'.'-' t|'|1_‘ I'L"._l.i. L'i:'l.:l'.IIII:"Cl,.'LIZII!"\'.":"L.

The late Madame Blavatsky was subject to death
like trances, and Dr. Franz Hartmann infon tl
she would have been buried alive if Colonel Olcott had

not telegraphed to let her have time to awaken.
Schwartz, the first eminent Indian missionary, was
roused from his supposed death by hearing his favourite
hymn sung over him previous to the last rites being
own by his

joining in the verse.

REMARKABLE CASE OF LETHARGIC STUPOL.

The Lawncet, of December 22, 1833, pp. 1075-80,
contains particulars from the pen of W. T. Gairdner,
M.IDD. LL.I. etc, Professor of Medicine in the Uni-
versity of Glasgow, of a remarkable case of trance,
extending continuously over more than twenty-three
weeks, which attracted a considerable amount of notoriety

at the time, and led to an extensive discussion. In his
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comments upon the case, the author continues in the
issue of January 5, 1884, pp. 5-6:—“ The peculiar in-
terest of the present case is that it is altogether devoid
of . . .romantic incidents. The patient is a mother
of a family, and has lived a strictly domestic and (up to
a short time before her seizure) healthy and regular life.
There is no history of inveterate hysteria, or of long
continued rapt contemplation; nor has there been the
slightest evidence of any craving after notoriety, either
before the attack, or since its termination. The moral
atmosphere, in short, surrounding the phenomena, is alto-
gether unfavourable to exaggeration and imposture, for
which, indeed, no reasonable motive can be assigned.
Nevertheless, under these very commeonplace conditions,
concurring with some degree of melancholy or mental
despondency after delivery, but, during a convalescence
otherwise normal, Mrs. M‘[—— presents to our notice a
condition of suspended consciousness and disordered in-
nervation in no degree less extreme than the “trances”
or cataleptic attacks which have been recorded as the
result of the most aggravated hysteria, or as the miracles
of religious ecstacy and profound mental emotion. She
becomes, for the long period of over a hundred and sixty
days continuously, an almost mindless automaton, con-
nected with the external world only through a few
insignificant reflexes, and through the organic functions,
She is absolutely passive as regards everything that
demands spontaneous movement, and betrays almost no
sign of sensation, general or special, when subjected to the
several tests that can be applied short of physical injury.”

In further notes upon the case in the Laweet, of January
12, 1884, p. 38, Professor Gairdner cites the case of a




48 TRANKCE.

woman of small stature, and weak mental capacity, aged
27, who, when under the care of Dr. Langdon Down, at
the London Hospital, became suddenly somnolent, and
had to be fed by nutrient enemata for three weeks, and
for some days by a tube forced through the nostrils into
the stomach. Dr. Langdon Down furnished him with
the following interesting particulars.

= :".Tj.' ]mli:rnt. who was in a state of Lrance, recovered
somewhat suddenly after about four weeks, and left the
hospital.  The first indication of returning consciousness
was observed when I was reading to my class at her bed-
side one of the numerous letters that I had received en-
treating me not to have her buried until something which
the writers recommended had been done. The para-
graph of the Medical [fournal got into some Welsh paper,
and then went the round of the E:J'm'inr:i;-'t| press ; hence
the number of letters I received. This special one was
from an old gentleman of 84 years, who, when he was
24, was thought to be dead, and whose friends had
assembled to follow him to the grave, when he heard the
undertaker say —' Would anyone like to see the corpse
before I screw him down?'  The undertaker at the same
time moved the head a little, and struck it against the
coffin, on which he aroused, and sat up. On reading this
aloud a visible smile passed over the face of my patient,
and she returned to obvious consciousness soon after.
She has not come under observation since she left the
hospital.”

A PHYSICIAN'S PERSONAL EXPERIENCE.

Thomas More Madden, M.D., F.R.C.5 (Edin.}, in an
article on “ Death's Counterfeit™ in the MWedical Press
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and Circular, vol. i, April 27, 1887, pp. 386-8, relates
the following cases of © so-called lysteric trance” —

“ A young lady, Miss R——, apparently in perfect
health, went to her room after luncheon to make some
change in her dress. A few minutes afterwards she was
found lying on her bed in a profound sleep, from which
she could not be awakened. When 1 first saw her
twenty-four hours later, she was sleeping tranquilly, the
decubitus being dorsal, respiration scarcely perceptible,
pulse seventy, and extremely small ; her face was pallid,
lips motionless, and the extremities very cold. At this
moment, so death-like was her aspect, that a casual
observer might have doubted the possibility of the vital
spark still lingering in that apparently inanimate frame,
on which no external stimulus seemed to produce any
sensorial impression, with the exception that the pupils
were normal and responded to light. Sinapisms were
applied over the heart and the legs, where they were left
on until vesication was occasioned without causing any
evidence of pain. IFaradisation was also resorted to
without effect. In this state she remained from the
evening of December 31st until the afternoon of January
jrd, when the pulse became completely imperceptible ;
the surface of the body was icy cold, the respiratory
movements apparently ceased, and her condition was
to all outward appearance undistinguishable from death.
Under the influence of repeated hypodermic injections
of sulphuric ether and other remedies, however, she
rallied somewhat, and her pulse and temperature
improved. But she still slept on until the morning of
the gth, when she suddenly woke up, and to the great
astcnishment of those about her, called for her clothes,
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which had been removed from their ordinary place, and
wanted to come down to breakfast, without the ieast
consciousness of what had occurred. Her recovery, I
may add, was rapid and complete.

“The next case of lethargy that came under my
notice was that of a boy, who, after an attack of fever, fell
into a state of complete lethargic coma, in which he lay
insensible between life and death for forty-zeven days,
and ultimately recovered perfectly.

“In a third instance of the same kind, in a lady
under my care, the patient, after a lethargic sleep of
E1|'l'|_'|'|:_'l|'-!"-L'!'|'|.-!|'| L:--i'-l_'l.'!‘-., 1",,'{‘:“'.'&3‘!'”(' L'|P[1?i[:Iflli‘:Ll:_'H“C Fﬂll | 1‘!,_"1'-'
hours, and then relapsed into her former comatose
condition, in which she died.

“ The fourth case of lethargy which I have seen was,
like the first, a case of trance, which lasted for seventy
hours, during which the flickering vital spark was only
preserved from extinction by the involuntary action of
the spinal and nervous centres. In this instance the
patient finally recovered.

“ The fifth and last instance of profound lethargy that
has come within my own observation occurred last
autumn, in the Mater Misericordize Hospital, in a voung
WOITAN, .« . In that instance, despite all that
medical skill could suggest, or unremitting attention
could do, it was found impossible to arouse the patient
from the apparently hysterical lethargic sleep in which
she ultimately sank and died.”

[ have referred to the foregoing cases occurring in one
!:]:_\, sician's L-:-;pm'i::.m_‘c, as 1|i.~:|m H.'i]‘:;_-: the ",_,f-.'1‘|1:|'ﬂ| Ir].li]'li.liil]'l
that lethargy or trance is so rarely met with as to be of
little medical importance. For my own part, | have no
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doubt that these conditions are of far more frequent oc-
currence than is generally supposed. Moreover, | have
had reason to know that death is occasionally so
exactly thus counterfeited that there is good cause for
fearing the probability of living interment in some cases
of hasty burial.

EXTrRACTS FROM MEDICAL LITERATURE.

Dr. Madden observes concerning “ Ileath-Trance ” :—
“ Although the majority of cases in which persons in this
condition are said to have been consigned to the horrors
of a living tomb have even less vraisemblance than the
tale which Edgar P'oe founded on the same topic, still
there can be no doubt of the actual occurrence of such a
calamity in some well authenticated instances.”

The above medical writer has made an exhaustive
collection of remarkable cases of trance from the pages
of medical literature. For instance, he quotes a case
from * Philosophical Transactions ™ as far back as 160y,
of a man aged 25, who slept for nearly a month. Two
vears later he again fell into lethargy, and at first ate,
drank, etc., though unconsciously, but at length ceased
doing so altogether, and continued to hibernate for seven-
teen weeks. In August he fell asleep again, and did not
wake until November,

Another case, recorded in the 8th volume of “The
Transactions of the Royal Society of Edinburgh,” is of
a girl who slept uninterruptedly from the 1st of July
until the 1st of August.

And a still further case, noticed by Dr. Cooke in his
“ Treatise on Nervous Diseases.” is that of a yvoung
ladv who was for some time subject to repeated
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attacks of lethargy varying in duration from thirty to
sixty-three hours without seeming to have suffered from
want of food or otherwise. [n the early part of the
disease various means were employved without the smal-
lest advantage, save that, whilst under the influence of
mercury, which produced a very severe salivation, she
was free from the complaint, and at length she became
deranged.

Diembroeck narrates the story of a rustic who was
supposed to have died of the plague, and was laid out
for interment three days before he could be carried to
the grave. When in the act of being buried, he showed
sirns of life, recovered, and lived for many years,

Dr. Alexander Wilder writing upon this subject says:
—"“1 have a letter from Dr. Anna E. Park, 367 West
Twenty-third Street, New York City, m which she states
that she herself had been three times in danger of being
buried alive.™

THE HUMAN DORMOUSE.

The remarkable case of Marguerite Bozenval, * The
Dormouse of Menelles," cansed a great sensation for
many vears. The Paris correspondent of the Merning
Leader, in a communication dated February 1, 1003,
drew attention to the case, and on the 2g9th of May
her death was reported in the same journal. She had
been in a trance for 20 years. In 1883, when a girl of 21,
she had a child ; and her companion, as a joke, told her
one day soon afterwards, that the police had come to
arrest her.  She instantly became unconscious, and, until
a dayv or two before her death, she was never aroused
from her unconsclous condition. Her mouth and EVes

were always closed, but she was fed by a tube which
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was inserted in her mouth, after the doctors had broken
a tooth for the purpose.  Dr. Charlier had attended her
all the 20 years, and the first sign of dawning conscious-
ness was in February, when her medical attendant had
to open an abscess, and she started involuntarily. The
day before her death, after a violent twitching of the
limbs, she momentarily opened her eves, flinched when
the doctor pinched her, and subsequently asked after
her grandfather who had been dead many years. She
did not recognise her mother, and thought her cousin
was her sister. The effort to speak and rouse herself
seemed more than the enfeebled frame could bear, and
she ceased to breathe at nine o'clock in the morning.
A LoNG SLEEP FROM FRIGHT.

Seience Siftings, June 20, 1903, says:—Marie Daskalaki,
a pretty girl of seventeen, is the object of a popular
subscription of money to take her to Paris from Athens
in the hope of getting her awakened from a sleep that
has lasted for months, The history of the case is unigue.
The girl suffered from a chest affection, and being
absohlutely destitute, was given a bed in the hospital,
where, when near recovery, she was so frightened by
seeing a woman dying in the next bed that she lost
consciousness and has now been sleeping for five months
and a half. She has since been removed to her parents’
house, and awakes every five or six days, but falls to
sleep again almost immediately. She scarcely eats
anything, sleeps with her eyes open, and appears not to
hear anything. She is, however, very sensible in her
waking moments, but at the slightest sound falls back
unconscious.
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FURTHER TESTIMOXNIES.

The Chief Constable of Hereford, in a letter to Miss
Lechmere, 8 December, 1802, mentions a case of a
airl named sarah Ann Dobbins, aged 11 years, of 27
Blue School Street, Heref: -1'(3, who died on the 12th of
.-"l.n;_fll:‘:.:, 1574, after ]‘H.‘:'n;_{ in a state of trance {or three
weeks, The body was arranged after the manner of all
corpses, and the door of the room locked for the night
In the morning the child wore precisely the same appear-
ance of death; two young ladies, a Miss Cook and a Miss
Bethel, called about ten o'clock to see the body, and it
was then dizcovered that it had moved, Dr. Smith was
called in, and the girl recovered. Fourteen years later,
when she was 25 years old, she committed suicide by
drowning herself in the river Wye.

The ﬁ_r“f-l.';]'n;_{ CASE .’l[:l]ll.‘!ﬂl'l:".f] in the .L‘r}-t.i'ru"e'l.-.‘.i."l?e"r':'.’!'L,;.I’I.’
Dadly Gasette, February 9, 1896, and in a number of
English papers:

“The young Dutch maiden, Maria Cvetskens, who now lies
asleep at Stevensworth, has beaten the record in the annals of
sgomnolence, At the beginning of last month she had been asleep
for nearly three hundred days. The doctors, who visit her in greai
numbers, are agreed that there is no deception in the case. Her
parents are of excellent repute, and it has never cccurred to them
to make any financial profit out of the abnormal state of their
daurhter.  As to the cause of the prolonged sleep, the doctors
differ.”

ed with similar instances

Page after page might be fil
of these strange death counterfeits, which have led not
only to the horrible condition of being laid out for
interment, but in not a few well authenticated instances,
to premature burial. Alas, only a limited number of the

—
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latter instances are known, but those which have come
to light by the disturbances of old graveyards, and
Judicial enquiries, afford sufficient ground for the sugges-
tion that many ugly secrets are locked up underground.
We can but select a few cases out of the wealth of
material at our disposal, and just those which appear
to be trustworthy.

FaTAal. MISTAKES.

Cases like the following which appeared in the London
Echo, of January 29, 1901, are sufficient to arouse alarm
in any sensitive nature. This journal reports that “some
workmen, opening a vault at Ghent vesterday, were
horrified to discover the body of a young girl lying
across the steps leading down into the vault. She was
quite dead, and had evidently been buried in a trance.”

A correspondent in Spare Moments recalls the pre-
mature burial in April, 1893, of Ovidio Rossi, Italian
Consul at Constantinople, whose body was afterwards
found turned over face downwards, with legs twisted
and hands contracted, and fists full of hair (see Figars
and Petit fournal, April 30, 1895); also the fortunate
prevention of it at the last moment, in the recent case in
Varna, where the wife of the wealthy Russian merchant
Ulyanon, had been medically certified, and was on the
point of being disposed of, as dead, but who at the date
of the last report, three weeks after the day fixed for
the burial, had not shown the slightest sign of decom-
position.

The Hereford Times of November 16, 1901, reprints
the following case from Pauillacc A Madame Bobin
arrived there on board the steamer “La Plata,” from
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Senegal. She was supposed to be suffering from yellow
fever, and was transferred to the Lazaret by order of the
officer of health. There she became worse, and appar-
ently died. The body became rigid, and the face ashen
and corpse-like, and in that condition she was buried.
The nurse, however, had noticed that the body was not
cold, and that there was tremulousness of the muscles of
the abdomen, and expressed the opinion that Madame
Bobin was prematurely buried. On this being reported
to Madame Bobin's father, he had the body exhumed,
when it was found that a child had been born in the
coffin. The autopsy showed also that Madame Hobin
had not contracted yellow fever, and had died from
asphyxiation in the coffin. A suit was begun against
the health officers and the prefect, which resulted in a
verdict for £3,000 damages against them.




CHAPTER [l
CATALEPSY.

CATALEPSY differs in some of its characteristics from
trance, but the one is often mistaken for the other. It
is not so much a disease as a symptom of certain
nervous disorders, to which women and children are
more particularly liable. Catalepsy can be produced
artificially by hypnotism. Like trance, it has often
been mistaken for death, and its subjects buried alive.
In the religious epidemics of the Anabaptists in 1686,
and of the Calvinists of St. Medard in 1731, catalepsy
appears to have been a contagious disorder induced by
involuntary imitation.
A REMINISCENCE BY THE EDITOR.

[ had a striking case in my own practice in 1895, |
was sent for in the early hours of the morning to see a
voung girl of seventeen, who had spent practically the
whole of the previous day in Wells Cathedral listening
to the music and singing in some special services,
driving afterwards some fifteen miles across country to
the Somersetshire village where she lived. On arrival
at the house | was informed by the weeping relatives
that 1 was too late; she was dead. The poor girl had
fallen in a swoon, whilst sitting in a chair, soon after
arrival home, and though every effort had been made to
rouse her they all proved ineffectual ; even then [ heard
her distracted friends shouting her name in her ears
without effect.

e
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I found the patient lying with closed eyes, pale and
corpse-like, upon the bed; breathing was practically
imperceptible ; and the pulse, scarcely distinguishable,
was nevertheless small and rapid. [ had lifted the wrist
from the bed in order to examine the pulse, and was
struck by the fact that upon releasing it the forearm
remained suspended and continued in a state of
suspension for some considerable time. 1 then put other
limbs in various positions, placed the body in absurd
postures, when, to the amazement of the enlookers, such
|]‘||'271I1E'i||'|:"i were ]:I'!-i!.'i['l.t.'l:'l'll._"[[. il.'l'll'! .;i_]JF}i_I.I'L‘I]i]:\' 'I.'l.'l'll,lld h[l.".":_'
been maintained indefinitely had [ not restored the
decubitus. She remained in this condition six davs ; her
friends, one and all, failed in their efiorts to arouse her,
or to gain any response to their ealls. Urine and fieces
F]gl*—i*—il_‘rl f]n'n|urﬂ;|,|'i]:,', She lived four miles from my
residence, and therefore 1 could only see her morning
and evening ; and a strange fact was that although her
relatives could make no impression upon her senses, |

could, by speaking to her in a commanding voice, get
her to swallow milk from a feeding cup.  The cataleptic
condition continued throughout; the arms and legs
would remain in the most Til‘iﬂf’,_"' ]]u:%itintlﬂ in which 1
could place them for far longer periods than they could
possibly have been sustained in health.

At the close of the sixth day profuse menstruation
supervened, and I noticed slight signs of consciousness,
I told her to sit up, and she did so, and opened her eyes
vacantly. [ left the room for her friends to dress her,
and on returning later | conversed with her, and found
her quite oblivious of all that had taken place, but she
spoke freely of the music and singing, that 1s, up to the
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point where consciousness had been interrupted. At no
time subsequently had she any recollection of these six
days which formed a period of such intense anxiety to
her friends. [ had not at that time become interested
in the subject of premature burial, but many in the
district, who had been excited by the sensational event,
remarked that under other circumstances the result
might have been of a more serious character. [ could
not but agree with their conclusions.

THE NATURE OF CATALEPSY.

Dr. Franz Hartmann differentiates between trance
and catalepsy, as follows :—* There seems hardly any
limit to the time during which a person may remain in
a trance ; but catalepsy is due to some obstruction in
the organic mechanism of the body, on account of its ex-
hausted nervous power. In the latter case the activity of
life begins again as soon as the impadiment is removed,
or the nervous energy has recuperated its strength.”

Dr. Gowers, in Quain's * Dictionary of Medicine,” ed.
1894, vol. i, pp. 284-5, describes catalepsy as affecting
both sexes, at all ages from six to sixty. It is
a nervous affection, commonly associated with distinct
evidence of hysteria, but said sometimes to occur as an
early symptom of epilepsy. It is attended commonly
with loss of consciousness. The limbs remain in the
position they occupied at the onset, as if petrified. The
whole or part of the muscles pass into a state of rigidity.
In profound conditions sensibility is lost to touch, pain,
and electricity : and no reflex movements can be induced
even by touching the conjunctiva, a state of mental
trance being associated.




60 CATALEPSY.

“Cassell's Family Physician” (by Physicians and Sur-
geons of the principal London Hospitals) describes this
singular affection, as follows :—* Catalepsy is one of the
strangest diseases possible. [t is of rare occurrence, and
some very sceptical people have even gone so far as to
deny its existence. That is all nonsense, for catalepsy
is just as much a reality as gout or bronchitis. A fit
of catalepsy—for it is a paroxvsmal disease—consists
essentially in the sudden suspension of thousht, feeling,
and the power of moving.

“Cataleptic fits vary very much, not only in thei
frequency, but in their duration. Sometimes they are
very short indeed, liL*LiI!E; l-:|1|_\.' a few minutes. In one
case that of a |;Lc:|_1.', [l'H.‘_'.' would sometimes come on when
she was reading aloud. She would stop suddenly in the
middle of a sentence, and a peculiar stiffness of the
whole body would seize her, fixing the limbs immovably
for several minutes. Then it would pass off, and the
reading would be continued at the very word at which it
had been interrupted, the patient being quite unconscious
that :1||:.'t11§|15_; hacd |'|:L|:|'!J:'rh'-3. But sometimes fAts such
as these may last for days and days together, and it
seems not improbable that people may have been buried

in this state in mistake for death.”

STATEMEXT BY Dr. FORBES WINSLOW.

In a communication received from the eminent
specialist, Dr. Forbes Winslow, in September, 1003,
relative to this important subject, he savs:—

“ All the appearances of death may be so strikingly
displayed in a person in a cataleptic condition that it is

quite possible for burial to take place while hie 15 not
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STATEMENT BY DR. FORBES WINSLOW, G

extinct. Cases of persons being buried alive occur in
England much more frequently, | dare say, than is
generally supposed. [ do not consider that the ordinary
tests employed to ascertain that life is extinct are
sufficient : [ maintain that the only satisfactory proof of
death &5 putrefoction. 4

“Trance-sleep is a morbid form of sleep, and has
often been mistaken for death. In trance-sleep there
appears to be the same suspension of all animal and
organic functions which takes place in hybernation,
but the hemispherical ganglia continue in active oper-
ation. When the torpid state partially extends to the
motor system, the cataleptic condition is induced ;
that is to say, the muscles contract antomatically upon
any slicht impression being made upon them:

* All cases of apparent death present the persistence
of pulsations of the heart, a character which distinguishes
them from real death; this refers especially to those
due to asphyxia and svncope,

“The immediate and certain signs of death are

prolongeer

absence of cardiac pulsation, the simultaneous
relaxation of the sphincters, owing to the paralvsis of
the muscles, and finally the sinking of the globe of
the eve and loss of transparency in the cornea. Only
the first of these taken by itsell is a trustworthy test,
but even with this we can be deceived ; the certain
signs being cadaveric rigidity, absence of muscular
contraction under galvanic stimulation, and the last, but
certain test, as | have previously stated, putrefaction.

“1 consider the law should be made more stringent,
as to certifving deaths. To be absolutely satisfactory,
no certificate should be signed until after proper
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examination of the body, and, indeed, as 1 have =aid,
until there are signs of putrefaction. [ alwavs refuse,
myself, to sign a certificate before careful examination,
although T have often been asked to do so.

“A case which illustrates the danger of premature
burials occufred in my own personal experience not
|UH1.;' ago. [ was called upon to attend an L-Iri-;_-:':}' I."ui_l.',
and on arriving at the house was told she was dead.
There was another doctor present, and he also informed
me that she was dead, and to all appearances that was so.
There was no pulse, no perceptible heart's action, and
all the appearances of death were there. [ was not
satisfied, however, and tried bleedine. The result was
that the lady's blood beran to circulate, and she
recovered consciousness. She had been in a state of
Cnl.’l|t'[:.-_'.'; but had that case oceurred in a 'I;Jn-'lni:.'ii. i
all pru!:ra'::i:it:.' a screen would have been drawn round
the body, and the matter considered as settled. [t is
mainly the liability of these conditions occurring,
accompanied by all the appearances of death, which

makes the subject of premature burial $o important.”

Menical EXPERIENCES

The following case, contributed by Dr. Gooch, will
further illustrate this malady . —

“A lady, who laboured habitually under melancholy, a few days

after parturition was seized with catalepsy, and presented the

following appearances She was Iving m bed motionless and

apparently senseless. [t was thought the pupils of her eyes were

dilated, and some apprehensions were entertained of effusion on
the brain; but on examining them closely it was found they

readily contracted when the light fell upon them. The only signs
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of life were warmth, and a pulse which was one hundred and
twenty, and weak., In attempting to rouse her from this senseless
state, the trunk of the body was lifted up and placed so far back as
to form an obtuse angle with the lower extrémities, and in this
posture, with nothing to support her, she continued sitting for
many minutes. One arm was now raised, and then the other, and
in the posture they were placed they remained. [t was a curious
sight to see her sitting up staring lifelessly, her arms outstreiched,
vet without any visible signs of animation. She was very thin
and pallid, and looked like a corpse that had been propped up and
stiffened in that attitude. She was now taken out of bed and
placed upright, and attempts were made to rouse her by calling
loudly in her ears, but in wvain; she stood up, indeed, but as
inanimate as a siatue. The slightest push put her off her balance,
and she made no exertion to retain it, and would have fallen had
she not been caught. She went into this state three times; the
first lasted fourteéen hours, the second twelve hours, and the third
nine hours, with waking intervals of three days after the first fit,
and of one day after the second ; after this time the disease
assumed the ordinary form of melancholia— ke Sefence and
Practice of Medicine, by Sir W, Aitken, p. 357.

Dr. John Jebb, F.R.5,, cited in Reynold’s * System of
Medicine,” vol. ii., pp. 99-102, has recorded the following
graphic case :—

“In the latter end of last year (¢, 1781), 1 was desired 1o visit
a yvoung lady who, for nine months, had been afflicted with that
smgular disorder termed a catalepsy. Although she was prepared
for my visit, she was seized with the disorder as soon as my arrival
was announced. She was employed in netting, and was passing
the needle through the mesh, in which position she immediately
became rigid, exhibiting, in a very pleasing form, a figure of death-
like sleep, beyvond the power of art to imitate or the imagination
to conceive. Her forehead was serene, her features perfectly
composed. The paleness of her colour, her breathing at a distance
being also scarcely perceptible, operated in rendering the similitude
to marble more exact and striking. The positions of her fingers,
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hands, and arms were altered with difficalty, but they preserved
every form of flexure they acquired ; nor were the muscles of the
neck exempred from this law, her head maintaining every sitnation
in which the hand could place it as firmly as her limbs,” etc.

Dr. King Chambers, after citing the above case in
full, continues :—

“The most common exciting cause of catalepsy seems to be
strong mental emotion.  When Covent Garden Thenire was last
hurnt down, the blaze flashed in at the uneurtammed windows of
5. Mary's Hospital. One of my patienis, a girl of twenty
recovering from low fever, was woke up by it and exclaimed that
the dav of judgment was come, She remaimed in an excited
state all night, and the next morning grew gradoally suff, like o
corpse, winspering (before she became quite insensible) that she
was dead. 1f her arm was raised, 1t remained extended n the
position in which it was placed for several minutes, and then

slowly subsided. The inelastic kind of way in which it retained

its position for a time, and then gradvally vielded to the force of

gravity, reminded one more of a wax figure than of the marble

to which Dwr. Jebl compares it. A strange effect was pr

by opening the eve-lid of one eve ; the other eve remamed
and the raised lid after a e fell very slowly like
better superficial representation of death it is difficult to conceive
In both these cases [ convinced myself carefully that there

WS N0 I!f'l!'l'l'hl 10K,

“ Other cases are of much longer duration. . . . ‘The
like state may last for days. It may be mistaken for real death,
and treated as such, ;

“ Any cases of apparent death that did occur (in former days
were burnt, or buried, or otherwise put out of the way, and
were never more heard of. But after the establizhment of

Chrstianity, tenderness, Someiimes exd esgive, for the rema
departed friends took the place of the hard, heathen selfishness
Fhe dead were kept closer to the congregations af the I:"i“'r:

al form the dogma of the Communion

as )i 10 represent 10 mate

This led to the discovery that some persons, indeed

of Sa
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some persons of note (amongst others, Duns Scotus the theologian,
at Cologne), had got out of theéir coffins and died in a vain
attempt to open the doors of their vaults.”

OTHER REMARKARLE CASEsS.

Dir. Chambers relates several other remarkable cases.
Here 15 one :—

“1 alighted accidently on another case, communicated to the
same scientific body (Acad. Royale des Sciences), by M. Imbert
in 1713 It is that of the driver of the Rouen diligence, aged
forty-five, who fell into a kind of soporific catalepsy on hearing
of the sudden death of a man he had quarrelled with. [t appears
that ‘M Burette, under whose care he was at La Charité, made
nse of the most powerful assistance of art—Dbleeding in the arms,
the foot, the neck, emetics, purgatives, blisters, leeches,” ete. At
last somebody * threw him naked into cold water to surprise him.’
The effect surprised the doctors as much as the patient. It is
related with evident wonder how ‘he opened his eyes, looked
steadfastly, but did not speak. His wife seems to have been a
prudent woman, for a week afterwards she ° carried him home,
where he is at present; they gave him no medicine ; he speaks
sensibly enough, and mends every day'"

The Lancer, 1870, vol. i, p. 1044, in its Paris corre-
spondence says :(—

“The follewing curious case is related as having occurred at
Dunkirk, on April 14, and as ‘showing the wtility of catalepsy.
A young girl of seventeen years was seized with a violent attack of
epilepsy, and fell, on the above date, into a canal. A boatman
immediately jumped into the water to save her, and brought her to
the shore after twenty minutes. The most singular circumstance
connected with the accident is that, when the young girl was taken
out of the water, she presented all the symptoms of catalepsy.
Notwithstanding this long immersion, she was resuscitated, and
nothing afterwards transpired to cause any anxiety.”
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Mr. James Braid, M.R.C.S, in the Medical Times,
1550, vol. xxi, p. 402, narrates a case of a cataleptic
woman in the Manchester Royal Infirmary under the
care of Dr. John Mitchell, and writes :—

“Every variety of contrivance and torture was resorted to by
various parties who saw her, for the purpose of testing the degree

l.l!

het 5.'-i:-h!|1.=:.i.|}i|::!‘_-.'. and for l.:.lu.'lr.:l'l||.:||::5|3,_'L whether she r',:..,_;|'.. not
be an imposior, but without eliciting the slightest indication of
activity of any of the senses ; . . . Nevertheless she feard and
nerrderstood all that @eas said and proposed o de done, and sufered
e most |'.'|'5.'|'.r:.'::'.|"|' fowtiere  frowe twerious fesls .-i'll,-‘-.j-,-',.",';.!" to kew ! F
A fact 50 impm':.‘m: as this ought to be published in every journal
thronghout the civilised world, so that in future professional men
might he thereby led 10 exercise greater discretion and mercy in
their modes of applving tests to such patients.”

PecuLiar CASE NEAR WEVMOUTH.

Lle Somersel County Herald ([Taunton) of October 12,
13095, has the foll: v.'!.'in;_'" By

“The wedding nuptials of a salor from H.M.5. Adevandgra and
a young woman residing in Broadway, who were recently married,
have been interrupted in a most onuspal manner by the newly-
made bride falling into a trance. On the day following the
wedding Mr. and Mrs. Mortimer, for such is the name of the
newly-espoused pair, went for a drive, and on returning in the
evening the bride, remarking that she did not feel very well, went
upstairs, and before long was in a sound sleep, which continued
throughout the night and far into the following day. The relatives
of the bride, remembering symptoms which she had previously
developed, then sent for Dr. Pridham, who at once pronounced
that the unfortunate young woman had fallen into a trance. D
Colmer, of Wevymouth, was likewige called ; but nothing that these
1wo medical gentlemen could do had the slightest effect in arous-
ing their patient from the state of lethargy into which she had so
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suddenly and unexpectedly refapsed. In this condition she re-
mained for a space of five days, when she gradually showed signs
ol returning anmation, and in the course of a few hours regained
consciousness, though she was then in a very exhaunsted condition.
After her wakening the young woman developed inflammation of
the legs, which was regarded as a very serious condition for her to
I in. In an interviéw on Saturday, Do Pridbam described the
trance as being exceedingly death-like in characier, and added
that, in such trances as the one in question, in the past people
have no doubt been actually buried.”

A less experienced practitioner would probably have
made out a death-certificate, as in numerous similar
cases. After burial we hear no more of them; they
may have been buried in a death-like trance, but the
medical certificate, no matter how inconsiderately given,
consigns them to perpetual silence beyvond appeal or
escape. Family remonstrance is then unavailing, for,
except in cases of strong suspicion of poisoning, no
Home Secretary or Coroner would grant an order for
exhumation,

The existence of trance, catalepsy, and other death
counterfeits followed by hasty burial, has been alluded
to by reputable writers from time immemorial ; and
while the veracity of these writers has remained un-
challenged, and their narratives are confirmed by hun-
dreds of cases of modern L.:H[Jt‘l'it.'llr:ﬂ:. the effect on the
public mind has been only of a transitory character,
and nothing has been done either in England or
America to safeguard the people from such dreadful
mistakes.
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CHAPTER II[.

ANIMAL AND SO-CALLED HUMAN
HIBERNATION.

CURIOUS Case or TORPIDITY.

THE following case of the jerboa, or jumping mouse,
recorded by Major-General Thomas Davies, F.R.S.,
in the * Transactions of the Linnman Society,”! will
show how far a torpid mammal may be removed
from the opportunity of breathing, and how imper
t‘.':_'Ei'i';};l'!}', to the eyves of an observer, its torpid life passed
into actual death :—

“With respect to the figure given of it in its dormant

state (plate wviii, fg. @), 1 have to observe that the

specimen was found by some workmen in di
foundation for a summer-house in a gentleman's garden,
about two miles from (uebec, in the latter end of May,
[_T?'::'. It was discovered enclosed in a ball of l.l.i_'l.,,
about the size of a cricket ball, III.'.-I.L'E_‘.' an inch i thick-
ness, perfectly smooth within, and about twenty inches
under ground The man who frst discoversd 1t, not
knowing what it was, struck the ball with his spade, by
which means it was broken to pieces, or the ball also
would have been presented to me.  The drawing will
perfectly show how the animal is laid during its dor-
mant state [a tawny mouse, with long hind legs and
long tail, coiled up into a perfect ovoid, of which the two
poles are the crown of the head and the |'l:|:1]|: How

vol., 1v., p 155 *"An Account
pres Caaraufenrsss,”
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long it had been underground it is impossible to say;
but as [ never could observe these animals in any parts
of the country after the beginning of September, | con-
ceive that they lay themselves up some time in that
month, or in the beginning of October, when the frost
becomes sharp; nor did I ever see them again before the
last week of May, or beginning of June. From their
being enveloped in balls of clay, without any appearance
of food, I conceive they sleep during the winter, and re-
main for that time without sustenance, As soon as |
conveyed this specimen to my house, I deposited it, as
it was, in a small chip box, in some cotton, waiting with
great anxiety for its waking ; but that not taking place
at the season they generally appear, I kept it until I
found it began to smell ; 1 then stuffed it, and preserved
it in its torpid position. | am led to believe its not
recovering from that state arose from the heat of my
room during the time it was in the box, a fire having
been constantly burning in the stove, and which in all
probability was too great for respiration. i

REMARKABLE CASES OF REVIVAL.

In his work “On Trance and Human Hibernation,”
p. 47, Braid, after citing facts as to higher animals,
says :—" There are other creatures which have not the
power of migrating from climes too intensely hot for the
normal exercise of their physical functions, and the lives
of these animals are preserved through a state of torpor
superinduced by the want of sufficient moisture, their
bodies being dried up from excessive heat. This is the
case with snails, which are said to have been revived by
a little cold water being thrown on them, after having
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remained in a dry and torpid state for fifteen years

The widrre tritice has also been restored. after i::_'r!l-r.".
torpidity and apparent death for five years and eight
months, by merely soaking it in water. Some small
microscopic animals have been apparently killed and
revived again a dozen times by drying and then apply-
ing moisture to them. This is remarkably verified in
the caze of the wheel-animalcule, And f";im]E.'mx.;a:li
states that some animalcules have been recovered by
moisture after a torpor of twenty-seven years. Accord-
ing to Humboldt, again, some large animals are thrown
into a similar state from want of moisture. Such he
states to be the case with the n!lll;_-'nlur and boa-con-
strictor during the dry season in the plains of Venezuela,
and with other animals elsewhere."—“(On Trance and
Human Hibernation,” p. 47.

Dr. Moore Russell Fletcher, in his treatise on © Sus-
pended Animation,” pp. 7, 8, observes :—" Snakes and
toads live for a long time without air or food. The
following experiment was made by a Mr. Tower, of
Gardiner (Maine). An adder, upwards of two feet in

] length, was gol into a glass jar, which was tightly

i sealed. He was ."Lcupl_ there for sixteen months without
any apparent change, and when let out, looked as well
as when put in, and crawled away.

“The common pond trout, when thrown into snow,
will soon freeze, remain so for days, and when put into
cold water to remove the frost becomes as lively as ever.

“When residing in New Brunswick, in 1842, we went
ta a lake to secure some trout, which were frozen in the
snow and kept for use. While there we saw men with
long wooden tongs catching frost fish from the salt

-
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water at the entrance of a brook. lThe fish were thrown
upon the ice in great quantities. We had a barrel of
them put up with snow and kept frozen, and in a cool
place. For six or seven weeks they were taken out and
used as wanted, and might be kept frozen for an in-
definite time, and be alive when thawed in cold water.
The two pieces of a fish, cut in two when frozen, would
move and try to swim when thawed in cold water.”
HIBERNATION OF THE BEAR.

The bear resembles man in being omnivorous and
surprisingly intelligent. He often walks on his hind
paws, and uses his fore paws as he would arms, with
surprising dexterity. His winter quarters, in which he
hibernates, are very remarkable.

When the cold weather arrives he digs a hole in the
ground, and tries to pile up as many leaves as he can
around and upon his body. The snow begins to fall,
until a layer which often, in Russia, reaches to more than
six feet high is formed. [Itisa real burial. There are no
exterior signs of the animal, so that when the inhabitants
are preparing the winter hunts they have to mark the
trees of the forest so as to know where he is lying.

The changes of temperature, thaws, and [rosts, with
new snow continually added, ultimately form a coat of
ice less permeable than many sandy soils, beneath which
the animal lives in a lethargic state for three or four
months,

WHEN 1S A Max DeaDp?

Dr. Brovardel has spent years in a special study of
this subject, and has embodied his findings in a remark-
able book called * Death and Sudden Death,” published
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h}' William Wood & Co., of New York,. He says that
practically all the signs of life may have disappeared,
and the patient may still be resuscitated.

In studying this subject, Dr. Brovardel went first by
the lower animals, and there he found many strange
cases of apparent death which was not death., From
this basis he extended his investications. Here are
some of Dr. Brouardel’s findings :—

* In hibernating animals the functions of respiration
and circulation are reduced to the minimum during
their winter e-:'lrcp, Submit them while in this state to a
reduction of temperature of g° to 18" Fahr,, and the vital
phenomena, already nearly imperceptible, are absolutely
arrested ¢ so that if yvou were to cut one of the animal's
Paws, you we il have a little :‘Jﬁf.ing of blood, but not a
stream. Tap the heart with the end of your scalpel, and
you will not induce a contraction, and it will be equally
impossible to arouse muscular contractibility.

“Take these animals now ; warm them gradually for
an hour up to a temperature of 158" Fahr, and they will
resume their vital functions. They were, therefore, in a
state of apparent death. [s there not room for reflection
when we see how closely these phenomena apply to the

i et nf ]"I!H!Il.'{!'! 1}1.‘;”5_:_"'- :"“
So-CALLED HUMAN HIBERNATION.

Dr. George Moore observes that “ A state of the body
is certainly sometimes produced (in man) which 1s nearly
analogous to the torpor of the lower animals—a condtfson
utterly tnexplicable by any principle taught in the schools.
Who, for instance, can inform us how it happens that
certain fishes may be suddenly frozen in the Polar Sea,
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and so remain during the long winter, and vet be re-
guickened into full activity by returning summer.”"—
“ Use of the Body in Relation to the Mind,” p. 31.

Hufeland, in his * Uncertainty of Death,” 1824, p. 12,
observes that it is easier for man to fall into a
state of trance than the lower creatures, on account of
his complicated anatomy. [t is a transitory state
between life and death, into which anyone may pass and
return from. Trance was common among the Greeks
and Romans, who, just before cremation, had the custom
of cutting off a finger-joint, most probably to discover
if there was any trace of life. Death does not come
suddenly ; it is a gradual process from actual life into
apparent death, and from that to actual death. It is a
mistake to take outward appearances for inner death.

A remarkable case, resting upon good authority,
illustrative of the maintenance of life under a partial
suspension of the action of the heart and lungs, is
recorded by Cheyne. It is that of Colonel Townshend,
II.'-'I‘lll i’t[}!“_‘:ﬂ"'\ Lo h.'l.‘-[! ]J(].H‘iﬂﬁ.‘ﬂ!fl I_hl:‘ EJ{H.\-EI.' 1'1- \'ﬁ'l[““ljl.l"i]:q'
dying—i.e., of so suspending the heart's action that no
pulsation could be felt. The longest period in which he
remained in this inanimate state was about half-an-
hour, when active life became slowly re-established with-
out any volition or consciousness on his part. No doubt
respiration and circulation were feebly continued at
intervals in this exceptional case, although so slightly
as to be imperceptible to the examiners, or to be indi-
cated by pulsation of the radial artery, or by the hand
placed over the region of the heart. The stethoscope had
not then been invented, and the method of detecting heart
sounds by auscultation was unknown ; there are cases,

(]
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however, on record, where even the stethoscope in
suspended animation has failed to elicit evidence of
movement.  In a hibernating animal, though .;311_::.'|.|1_'|'|15_1'
dead, circulation and respiration are, of course, still
maintained, but are reduced to a minimum. For
instance, Boncleut found, in his experiments on the
marmot or mountain rat, that the pulsations of the heart,
which were go when the animal was in an active state,
were reduced to 8 or 10 in 2 minute when it was in the
torpid state. When Coloneg

Townshend died (he really
died nine hours after one of these experiments), nothing
could be detected post-mortem to account for the extra-
ordinary power which he possessed over the action of
the heart.

SELF-INDUCED TRANCE.

Mr. Chunder Sen, municipal secretary to the Maha-
rajah of Jeypore, introduced the author, during his visit
to India, March 8, 18g5, to a wvenerable and learned
fakir. who was seated on a couch Buddhist fashion, the
feet turned towards the stomach, in the attitude of
meditation, in a small but comfortable house near the
entrance to the beautiful public gardens of that city.
frhl‘ r:l]{l-.'l' PI’_I-H.H!'_"RHCS thl.j ]]-H-“.'L'!T l::ll— !‘il"]l’-i]'!li]“':l."[] france,

Lo
(=]

which really amounts to a suspension of life, being
undistinguishable from death. In the month of Decem-
ber, 1805, he passed into and remained in this condition
for twenty days. On several occasions the experiment
has been conducted under test conditions. In 188g,
Dr. Hem Chunder Sen, of Delhi, and his brother, Mr.
Chunder Sen, had the opportunity of examining the
fakir while passing into a state of hibernation, and found
that the pulse beat slower and slower until it ceased to
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beat at all. The stethoscope was applied to the heart
by the doctor, who failed to detect the slightest motion.
The fakir, covered with a white shroud, was placed in a
small subterraneous cell built of masonry, measuring
about six feet by six feet, of rotund structure. The door
was closed and locked, and the lock sealed with Dr.
Sen’s private seal and with that of Mr. Dhanna Tal, the
[‘."!:L"_;i.-.h'.'n_u of lh(; {‘1'1}': l:!'t-:_‘. ﬂ.’L]j door ll'élflil'l;_‘" to the vault
was also carefully fastened. At the expiration of thirty-
three days the cell was opened, and the fakir was found
just where he was placed, but with a death-like appear-
ance, the limbs having become stiffl as in #igor mortis.
He was brought from the vault, and the mouth was
rubbed with honey and milk, and the body and joints
massaged with oil.  In the evening manifestations of
life were exhibited, and the fakir was fed with a spoonful
of milk. The next day he was given a little juice of
pulses known as #af, and in three days he was able to
eat bread and milk, his normal diet. These cases are
well known both at Delhi and at Jeyvpore, and the facts
have never been disputed. The fakir is a Sanscrit
scholar, and is said to be endowed with much wisdom,
and is consulted h_'l.' those who are interested in Hindu
learning and religion. He has never received money
from visitors, and the mention of it distresses him.
STRANGE FAKIR FEATS.

The Medical Times of May 11, 1850, contains a com-
munication from Mr. Braid, who says he has “lost no
opportunity of accumulating evidence on this subject,
and that while many alleged feats of this kind are
probably of a deceptive character, still there are others
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which admit of no such explanation; and that it be-
counes the duty of scientific men fairly to admit the
difficulty.” He then refers to two documents by eye-
witnesses of these feats, and which, he says, “with the
previous evidence on the subject, must set the point at
rest for ever as to the fact of the feats referred to being
genuine phenomena, deception being impossible.”  In
one of these instances, the fakir was buried in the
g.:rn.:-uml for six weeks, and was, consequently, deprived
not only of food and drink, but also of light and air;
when he was disinterred, his legs and arms were shriv-
elled and stifi, but his face was full; no pulse could
be discovered in the heart, temples, or arms. * About
three vears since | spent some time with a General

LI
had been a long time in the Indian service, and who

., & highly respectable and intelligent man, who

was himself an eye-witness of one of these feats. A
fakir was buried several feet in the earth, under vigilant
Inspection, and a watch was set, so that no one could
communicate with him ; and to make the matter doubly
sure, corn was sown upon the grave, and during the
time the man was buried it u:;rmt:_'d and grew to the
height of several inches. He lay there forty-two days.
The

during his burial, saw the srowing corm, was also present

ntleman referred to passed the place many times

at his disinterment, and when he questioned the man,
and intimated to him that he thought deception had
been practised, the fakir offered, for a sum of money, to
be buried again, for the same length of time, by the
General himself, and in his own garden. This challenge,
of course, closed the argument.”

Cases of this kind might be multiplied on evidence
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which cannot be doubted, and, in Mr. Braid's book,
entitled “ Human Hibernation,” there are cases fully
stated. Sir Claude Wade, who was an eye-witness of
these feats when acting as political agent at the Court
of Runjeet Singh, at Lahore, and from whom Mr. Braid
derived his information, makes the following observa-
tions = —"* 1 share L'I'I'[il'i'!"l.' in the apparent illq;!'q_'r!ih[lfl::.'
of the fact of a man being buried alive and surviving
the trial for various periods of duration; but however
incompatible with our knowledge of physiology in the
absence -:f'.'ul_'-,' visible ;n'rml'_ to the contrary, I am bouncd
to declare my belief in the facts which I have repre-
sented, however impossible their existence may appear
to others.” Upon this Mr, Braid observes :—* Such then
is the narrative of 5ir C. M. Wade, and when we con-
sider the high character of the author as a gentleman of
honour, talents, and attainments of the highest order,
and the searching, painstaking eflorts displayed by him
throughout the whole investigation, and his close prox-
imity to the body of the fakir, and opportunity of
observing minutely every point for himself, as well as

the facilities, by his personal intercourse with Runjeet
Singh and the whole of his Court, of gaining the most
accurate information on every pomt, | conceive 1t 1s
impossible to have had a more valuable or conclusive
document for determining the fact that no collusion or
deception existed.”

BURIED ALIVE AT THE RoOYAL AOUARIUM.

A case of this kind was exhibited at the Westminster
Aquarium in the autumn of 1595, which was carefully
watched and tested by medical CHPErts, without
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detecting any appearance of fraud or simulation. The
hypnotised man, Walter Johnson, an ex-soldier, twenty-
nine years of age, was in a trance which lasted thirty
days, during which time he was absolutely unconscious,
as shown by the various experiments to which he was
subjected.

A case of induced trance and experimental burial, not
unlike that of the Indian fakirs referred to, was reported
in the London Dasly Chronicle, March 14, 18g6. The
experiment was carried out under test conditions.

© After ':n:in-g entombed for six l::.i'l.}b: m a hypnotic trance, Alfred
Wootton was dug up and awakened at the Royal Agquariam
(Westminster), on Saturday might in the presence of a crowd of
interested spectators. Wootton was hypnotised on Monday by
Professor Fricker, and consigred to his voluntary grave, nine feet
deep, in view of the audience, who sealed the stout casket or coffin
in which the subject was immured.. Seven or eight feet of earth
were then shovelled upon the body, a shaft being left open for the
necessary respiration, and in order that the public might be
able 1o see the man's face during the week. The experiment
was a novel one in this country, and was intended to ilinstrate
the extraordinary effect produced by the Indian fakirs, and to
demonsirate |;h¢: r'e_||'|||r_'-:'l_i|m |;|_".1.-.'r'(::L ||_1.'E111-;'_|',::-.|::1 and '='|:-='5.'|']'.--.l:.-.|;,_'1_|.,
while also showing the value of the former art as a curative agent.
Wootton i 2 man thirty-eight vears of age ; he 13 a lead-worker,
and on 1Im'|¢|:i:..' weighed 1081, :%Ih::. He had previously been ina
trance for a week in Glasgow, under Professor Fricker's experi-
enced hands, so was not aliogether new 1o the business ; but he is
|:h.-*- ﬁr_-;1_ (18] he '|;|,||'i|,:|::| ,'|_'|iw_-' 'I}:.' Wiy of AIMLUSEMent. To the un-
imitiated the whole thing was gruesome in the extreme, and this
particular form of entertainment certainly cannot be commended.
Before being covered in, Wootton's nose and ears were stopped
with wax, which was removed before he was revived on Saturday.
The theory of the burial is to secure an equable temperature day
and night—which is impossible when the subject is above ground

*,—-J
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in the ordinary way—and therefore to induce a deeper trance, Of
course, 100, the patient was out of reach of the operator, and no
suspicion of continuous hypnotising could rest upon the professor,
No nourishment could be supplied for the same reason, though
the man's lips were occasionally moistened by means of a damp
gponge on the end of a rod, and no record of temperature or
respiration could be kept. A good many people witnessed the
digging up process, and the awakening took place in the concert
room, whither the casket and its burden were conveyed, The
professor was not long in arousing his subject, after electric and
other tests had been q'L].I'[.'l]iL'l.]. o convince the andience that the
man was perfectly insensible to pain and everything else.  [ndeed,
a large needle was run through the flesh on the back of the hand
without any effect whatever. The first thing on regaining con-
sciousness that Wootton said was that he could not see, and then
he asked for drink—milk, and subsequently a little brandy, being
supplied. As soon as possible the patient was lifted our of his box,
and with help was quickly able to walk about the platform. He
complained of considerable stifiness of the limbs, and was un.
doubtedly weak, but otherwise seemed none the worse for his
remarkable retirement from active life, and abstention from food
for nearly a week. He was swathed in flannel, and scon found the
heat of the room very oppressive, though at first he appeared to
be particularly anxious to have his overcoat and his boots. [t
is anticipated that in a day or twd at most Wootton will have
regained his usual vigorous health.”

Dr. HABTMANN'S EVIDENCE

Dr. Hartmann in “ Premature Burial,” page 23, re-
lates an account of a similar experiment with a fakir,
differing from the above, however, in so far as it was
macde by some English residents, who did not put the
coffin into the earth, but hung it up in the air, so as to
protect it from the danger of being eaten up by white
ants. There seems to be hardly any limitation in regard
to the time during which such a body may be preserved
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and become reanimated again, provided that it is well
protected, although modern ignorance may smile at this
statement.

Those of our readers who wish to pursue this subject
'.'n':i:l. |".||li. .i.:f'llrl.'i" |'|!i|.1.l.:'|'i.i.] i'l! “Observations on -J.'I'il.ill: = iI.:."l
Human Hibernation,” 1850, by James Braid, M.R.C.5.;
Dr. Kuhn's report of his investigations of the Indian
fakirs to the Anthropological Society of Munich, mn
1305; the researches of Dr. J. M. Honigberger, a
Grerman i:|1l1,'4!'-::i.'a|:| ]-::'.:_; resident in India: and in the
Mmdia fouwrnal of Medical and Phlysical Science, 1836,

vol. i., p- 380, etc.




CHAPTER [V,
PREMATURE BURIAL.

How GRAVEYARDS TELL THEIR TALE.

AT the sitting of the Paris Academy of Medicine,
on April 10, 1827, a paper was read by M. Chantourelle
on the danger of hasty burial. This led to a discussion,
in which M. Desgenettes stated that he had been told
by Dr. Thouret, who presided at the destruction of
the vaults of Les Innocens, that many skeletons had
been found in positions seeming to show that they had
turned in their coffins. Dr. Thouret was so much im-
pressed by the circumstance that he had a special clause
inserted in his will relating to his own burial.

similar revelations, according to Kempner, have fol-
lowed the examinations of graveyards in Holland, and
in New York and other parts of the United States.

The Casker, Rochester, New York, U.5., of March 2,
1896, gives a detailed narrative of recent discoveries
made by T. M. Montgomery in the removal of Fort
Randall Cemetery, with the condition of the bodies
found as to decay or state of preservation, and says :—

“We found among these remains two that bore every
evidence of having been buried alive. The first case
was that of a soldier that had been struck by lightning.
Upon opening the lid of the coffin we found that the
legs and arms had been drawn up as far as the confines of
the coffin would permit. The other was a case of death

l’t:ﬂﬂt[ng from  aleoholizsm. The imn:l:r was HH;_'{I'IH}'
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turned, the legs were drawn up a trifle, and the hands
were clutching the clothing. In the coffin was found a
large whisky flask. Nearly two per cent. of those
exhumed here were, no doubt, victims of suspended
animation.”

Professor Alexander Wilder, M.D,, in a pamphlet
entitled “ Burying Alive a Frequent Peril,” mentions a
number of cases. Among them he cites the case of the
body of a boy, six years old, discovered during the
removal of remains from a village cemetery to a new
one at Philadelphia, in which the arms were bent over
the skull, one leg drawn up, and the other bent across it
in such a way as to show that the little fellow, twenty years
before, had been hurried to the grave whilst still alive.

Another case, of which he gives the name and address,
is that of a man of thirty-five, who was supposed to have
died from scarlet fever, and was buried forty-eight hours
after. The coffin having to be moved two months later,
consequent upon another interment, the glass front was
found to be shattered, the bottom kicked out. and the
sides sprung. The body lay face downwards, the arms

were bent, and in the clenched fists were handfuls of hair.

A VoIicE rrosm INDIA.

Dr. Chew says :—* Though a layman, still it would be
hard to find a more indefatigable sanitarian than my
late commanding officer, Lieutenant-Colonel R. C.
Sterndale, of the Presidency Volunteer Rifle Battalion,
and for many years vice-chairman of the municipality of
the suburbs of Calcutta. In order to prove his theory
that a great deal of danger existed in the rainy season

from subsoil water riuin;_: up into the graves, ﬁ;ltl.ll'il.till.g
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the bodies, and then poisoning the neighbouring tanks
and wells, he caused a trench, ten feet long, six deep,
and four wide, to be dug across an old Mohammedan
graveyvard. Soundings and measurements having been
1ed
over the trench, and daily measured the ‘fall’ of the

taken of the subsoil water, he had a tarpaulin stretc

water-level. He had a drawing made of the section of
that graveyard in which the action of the nitre-laden
water seemed to mummify some of the bodies. Amongst
the rest was a somewhat mummified male corpse which,
instead of being on his back, was lying on his abdomen ;
the left arm supported the chin, but had a piece of it
missing ; the right hand clutched the left elbow, and the
general position of the body was as if, consciousness
having returned, the alleged corpse sat up, found the
weight of the earth too heavy to work through, and then,

dying of suffocation, fell forward in the position in which

it was found and exposed.”

Dr. Chew adds:—* I have heard and read of several
other instances, but as they have not come within my
personal observation, [ do not mention or refer to them.”

A GRAVESTONE AKD ITS STORY.

On July 2z, 1866, the author visited the grave of
Madam Blunden, in the Cemetery, Basingstoke, Hants,
who, according to the inscription (now obliterated ), was
buried alive. The following narrative appears in “ The
Uncertainty of the Signs of Death,” by Surgeon M.
Cooper, London, 1746, pp. 78, 79 '—

“ At Basingstoke, in Hampshire, not many years ago,
a gentlewoman of character and fortune was taken ill,
and, to all appearances, died, while her husband was on
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a juurm:}' to London. A messenger was forthwith
dl;.‘-cpéi.tl_‘tlt':d to the gentleman, who returned i[n:ru_'u;il'zl:{-l_'-.'_
and ordered everyvthing for her decent interment.
Accordingly, on the third day after her supposed
decease, she was buried in Holy Ghost Chapel, at the
outside of the town, in a vault belonging to the family,
over which there is a school for poor children, endowed
by a charitable gentleman in the reign of Edward VL
It happened the next day that the boys, while they
were at play, heard a noise in the vault, and one of
them ran and told his imaster, who, not L‘rur[l't:'r'l;; what

he said, gave him a box on the ear and sent him about
his business ; but, upon the other boys coming with the
same story, his curiosity was awakened, so that he sent
i:‘iLIntrttizihr]}' for the sexton, and -;‘Jpl'.':l‘u:l.l the vault and
the lady’s coffin, where they found her just expiring.
All possible means were used to recover her to life, but
to no purpose, for she,.in her agony, had bit the nails
off her fingers, and tore her face and head to that
-I,'l.t,'_'_::'l,_"r_ that, notwithstanding all the care that was taken
of her,-she died in a few hours in inexpressible torment."”

NOISES FROM THE TOMB.

The Swwday Fimes, London, December 30, 1838,
contains the En”t'ﬂ.'l'illg::

“A frightful case of premature interment occurred not long
since, at Tonneins, in the Lower Garonne,  The victing, i man
in the prime of life, had only a few shovelfuls of earth thrown into
his grave, when an indistinct noise was heard 1o proceed from his
coffin. The grave.digger, terrified beyond description, instantly
fled to seek assistance, and some time elapsed before his return,
when the crowd, which had by this time collected in considerable
numbers round the grave, insisted on the coffin being opened.  As
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soon as the first boards had been removed, it was ascertained,
beyond a doubt, that the occupant had been interred alive. His
countenance was frightfully contracted with the agony he had
undergone ; and, in his struggles, the unhappy man had forced his
arms completely out of the winding sheet, in which they had been
securely enveloped. A physician, who was on the spot, opened a
vein, but no blood flowed. The sufferer was bevond the reach
of art.”

From the fimes, July 7, 1867, p. 12, col. 3.

“The fewrnal de Ponfarlier relates a case of premature inter-
ment. During the funeral, three days baek, of a young woman at
Montflorin, who had apparently died in an epileptic fit, the grave
digger, after h.'u.'i:nj.,r thrown a spadeful of earth on the coffin,
thought he heard a moaning from the tomb. The body was
consequently exhumed, and a vein having been opened, yielded

lood almost warm and liquid. Hopes were for a moment enter-
tained that the young woman would recover from her lethargy,
but she never did so entirely, and the next day life was found to

be extinet.”

From the Lancet, October 19, 1867, p. 504.

*The fomrnal de Meriaiy mentions that a young woman at
Bohaste, France, who was supposed to have.died from cholera a
few days back, was buried on the following afternoon. The
sexton, when about to fill in the grave, fancied that he heard a
noise in the coffin, and sent for the medical officer, who, on re-
moving the lid and examining the body, gave it as his opinion
that the woman had been alive when buried.”

The official journal of the French Senate, January 3o
1860, records that the attention of the Senate was called
to this case by means of a petition signed by seven
residents in Paris, and the facts are confirmed by L.

Roger, Officier de Santé.
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From the Dadly Telepraph, January 18, 1880.

“A gendarme was buried alive the other day ina
L:-|'

Age mear
le. The man had become intoxicated on potato brandy,
and fell into a profound sleep. After twenty hours passed in
slumber, his friends considered him to be dead, particularly as

his body assumed the wsual rigidity of a corpse. When the
sexton, however, was lowermg the remains of the ill-fated gen
darme into the grave, he heard moans and knocks proceeding
from the interior of the ‘four-boards” He immediately bored
holes in the sides of the coffin, to let in air, and then knocked off
the The gendarme had, however, ceased to live, havi
ibly mutilated his head in his frantic but futile efforts to burs:
his coffin open.”

hior

The Undertakers fournal, September 22, 1893

“ A shocking occurrence is reported from Cesa, a

near Naples. A woman ]i';'il‘.'l_' at that place was recently seized
with sudden illness. A doctor who was called certified that the
woman was dead, and the body was consequently placed mn a
coffin, which was I.]i_"ill'-‘-i[l,'l.i in the watch-house of the local
cemetery.  MNext day an old woman passing close to the cemetery
thonght she heard smothered cries proceeding from the watch-
house. The family was informed, but when the lid of the coffin
was forced off a shocking spectacle presented itself to the gaze of
the horrified villagers. The wreiched woman had turned on he
side, and the position of her arm showed that she had made a
desperate effort to raise the lid. The eldest son, who was among
the persons who broke open the coffin, received such a shock that
he died three days later.”

From the London Edke, October 6, 1804.

“ A story of a horrible nature comes from 5t Petersburg in
connection with the interment at Tioobayn, near that city, of a
peasant girl named Antonova. She had presumably died, and in
al took place. After the service at the
cemetery, the grave-diggers were startled by sounds of moaning
proceeding from the coffin. Instead, however, of instantly breaking

due course the fune
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it open, they rushed off to find a doctor, and when he and some
officials arrived and broke open the shell, the unhappy inmate was
already the corpse she had been supposed to be a day earlier. It
was cvident, however, that no efiorts could have saved life at the
last moment. The body was hali-turned m the coffin, the left hand,
having escaped its bandages, being under the cheek.”

The London Star, August 19, 1895.

# Grenoble, August 17

“On Monday last & man was found in & dying eondition by the
sidle of a brook near the village of Le Pin.  Ewverything possible
was done for him, but he relapsed into unconsciousness, and
became to all appearance dead. The funeral was arranged, and
there Leing no suspicion of foul play, the body was interred on
the fl,.'l"l,_'l'-‘.‘ill.;.; 1[,‘._'!.'. The coffin had been lowered to the bottom of
the grave, and the sexton had begun to cover it with earth, when
he heard muffled sounds proceeding from it. The earth was
hastily removed and the coffin opened, when 1t was discovered
that the unfortunate occupant was alive. He was taken to a
neighbouring house, but rapidly sank into a comatose condition,
and died without uttering a word. The second burial wook place
yesterday.”

A writer in the Referee, May 19, 1901, makes the
following statement :—

“1 pnce, in my childhood’s days, saw a man who had been
buried  alive in the churchyard attached to St. Paul's Church,
Deptford. [t was at the period of the terrible cholera visitation
which occurred, as near as [ can remember, about fifty years ago.
The burial had proceeded as far as the dirt being sprinkled on the
coffin when the bystanders thought they heard a noise proceeding
from it. The coffin was quickly raised, and it was found that the
man had torn the nails of his hands and feet off in his endeavours
to get out. He was taken into my father's house, the Pilot, a
public-houge now known by another sign, where he was promptly
attended to. 1 saw him about Deptford for years after. Perhaps
some old Deptford reader may also remember the circumstances.”

e e,
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PRESENTIMENTS AND THEIR REALIZATION

Mr. Oscar F. Shaw, Attorney-at-Law, 145 Broadway,
New York, furnished the author with particulars of the
following case, of which he had personal knowledge :—
“In or about the year 1851, Virginia Macdonald, who
up to that time had lived with her father in Catherine
Street, in the City of New York, apparently died, and
was buried in Greenwood Cemetery, Brooklyn, N.Y.

“ After the burial her mother declared her beliel that
the daughter was not dead when buried, and persist-
ently asserted her belief. The family tried in various
ways to assure the mother of the death of her daughter,
and even resorted to ridieule for that purpose ; but the
mother insisted so long and so strenuously that her
daughter was buried alive, that finally the family con-
sented to have the hrlri_'l.' taken g, when, to their
horror, they discovered the body Iving on the side, the
hands badly bitten, and every indication of a premature

burial.”

The Dailfy Express of June 15, 1903, cites a horrible
case, from its Paris correspondent, of a boy buried
alive - —

“ A ghastly incident is reported from Benevent, where a boy,
fourteen vears of age, was taken ill, and three days ago was
declared to be dead. The mother went almost mad with grief, and
force had to be used to get the body from her for interment,
asserting that her son was not dead. The day after the funeral
she was discovered to have reopened the grave, removing the
earth with her hands, and to prove to her that her son was really
dead when buried the sexton opened the coffin. It was then found
El.l:.'l.[ 1:". .I-I':”'Iu l||.'|::|_.«.'|:- |:|rr||'_\_' Was I‘l'i;l][{l_‘l”‘: l:II|1I.I:IILT'Ii. had FH':LI;I”}'

been suffocated in the coffin.”
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The Daily Mas/, August 3, 1903, publishes the
following from its St. Petersburg correspondent :—

"_"|_ |:|_::|"_-'|:|:_1- OCCWIrence 15 |'Q’E'Il'l|"|!'L] !-."l’lll:] t|:|v|t H1J|.|.1.|1 J\'.Ilh:;.'.:“; Lown,
Movocherkask. The wife of a landed proprietor in the vicinity
having died, the Orthodox p:iE:'.: }ItT:-I.I-'1r|I.'c:- the widower to have
her buried at once on account of the excessive heat, which was
Likely

bereaved husband began to feel VEry uneasy, and on the third :|::}'

to hasten decomposition. After the funeral, however, the

he asked the priest’s permission to exhbume the body 1o see i lus
wife were really dead. When the coffin was opened a terrible
sight presented itsell to the horror-stricken husband. There had
evidently been a great struggle, as through the ignorance of the

priest the woman had been buried while in a comatose state.”

FroM “DEaTH" TO LIFE AXND ITS HORRORS,

The Lancet, Mayv 22, 1858, p. 519, has the follow-
ing :—

WA rase of restoration to consciousness after burial 15 recorded
by the Austrian journals in the perzon of a rich manufacturer,
named Oppelt, it Rudenberg. He was buried fifieen vears ago,
and lately, on opening the vault, the lid of the coffin was found
forced open, and his skeleton ina sitting posture in a corner of the

vault. A Government Commission has reported on the matter.”
From the Zimes, May 6, 1874, p. 11, foot of col. 4.

*The MWessager & MWidi relates the following dreadful story -—
A voung married woman residing at Salon (Bouches du Rhéne
died shortly afier her confinement in August last. The medical
man, who was hastily summeoned when her illness assumed 2
dangercus form, certified ber death, and recommended immediate
[3TH

in consequence of the intense heat then prevailing, and
six hours afterwards the body was interred. A few davs since,
the husband having resolved to re-marry, the mother of his law
wife desired 1o have her danghter’s remains removed to her native
town, Marseilles. When the vault was opened a horrible sight
presented itsélf. The corpse lay in the middle of the vault, with

.

£
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dishevelled hair and the linen torn to pieces. It evidently had
been gnawed in her agony by the unfortunate victim. The shock

e

which the dreadful spectacle caused to the mother has been so
great that fears are entertamed for her reason, if not for her life

The Briteisk Medical _ﬁ.l.'.rru.-f.-", December 8 18737

RS

p. 819, inserts the following :—

“ A correspondent at Naples states that the Appeal Court has
had before it a case not likely to inspire confidence in the minds
of those who look forward with horror to the possibility of being
buried alive. It appeared from the evidence that some time ago
a woman was interred with all the wsual formalities, 1t being
believed that she was dead, while she was only in a trance.
Some davs afterwards, the grave in which she had been placed
being opened for the reception of anather body, it was found thar
the clothes which covered the unfortunate woman were torn to
pieces, and that she had even broken her limbs in attempting to
extricate herself from the living tomb. The Court, after hearng
the case, sentenced the doctor who had signed the certificate of
decease, and the mayor who had authorised the interment, each
to three months' imprisonment for involuntary manslaughter.”

The following remarkable case of waking in the grave
is reported from Vienna :—

“A lady residing at Derbisch, near Kolin, in Bohemia, where

she owned considerable property, was buried last week, after a
brief illness, in the family vault at the local cemetery. Four days
afterwards her granddaughter was interred in the same place, but
as the stone slab covering the aperture was removed, the by-
standers were horrified 1o see that the lid of the coffin below had
been raised, and that the arm of the corpse was protruding. It
was ascertained eventually that the unfortunate lady, who was
supposed to have died of heart disease, had been buried alive.
She had evidenily recovered consciousness for a few minutes, and
had found strength enough to burst open her coffin.  The authori-
ties are bent on taking measures of the utmost severity against
those responsible,"— Underfalers’ fowrnal, August 22, 188,
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] J, r ' ' ; | [ <
pferiakers and  Funeral Directors

The U
July 22, 1390.
* A hornible story comes from Majola, Mantua., The i.-"'\.l_'u' 0

a woman, named Lavnimia Merl,, a peasant, who was supposed 1o

ay,

LR

have died from hysterics, was placed in a vault on Thurs

1 that the woman

f 3. On Saturday evening it was for

¥ 1 - : S 1
regained consciousness, forn iy |,1"!.|1.I":|i-:.."‘:1'h 111 l.'l'.'l :"-.]I....I:._Il.':l‘

had trned completely over in the coffin, and had given birth to a

Both mother and child were dead when

the coffin was opened for the last time previous to interment.”

The London Glede, October 26, 1896, mentions the

following case :

*A soldier's wife was reported by a military surgeon to have

it NS |'|_-|=':'

lied du ring her conhinement. She was buried
death ; but about two days afterwards the baby to whom she had
__;i'l.l.'ll hirth was also reported dead. The mothers cofhin was then
cisinterred and opened, with the view of placing the deceased baby
by only too eviden:

in 1t : but, horrible 1o relate, it was discovered

it the woman had been buried alive, and had recover

SIEnNs 1

consclousness after bunal

EXHUMED WITHOUT AN (ORDER,

The following case, published in the Sgectator, October
19, 1895, is instructive in that the victim was exhumed
without an order from the Home Secretary, or waiting
for any formalities, and was restored to life (—

*5ir,—dprapos of vour article and the corréspondence about

Being buried alive, in the Speciador of September 28, the enclosed

may interest you. It is an extract which | have copied to-day
out of a letter to a neighbour of mine from his brother in Ireland,
dared Ocrober 6, 18g5 :—" About three weeks ago, our kitchen-
maid asked leave to go away for two or three days to see her
mother, who was dying. She came back again on a Friday ox
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Saturday, saying her mother was dead and buried.  On Wednesd:
she got a letter sa
and ge

ving her mother had been dug up, and was alive
g all right. 5o she went up to see her, and sure enc
there she was “right enough,” as G—— savs, having ]

g
ool

her trance, and knowmng nothing about being in her

2TAvVeE

Saturdav till Tuesday, The only thing she missed was her

she could not make out where they had got to.  Her daughter, it
seems, told the doctor on her way back here that it struck her that

her mother had never got stiff after death, and she could not help

He never said a word ; and the kitchen-maid heard nothing

she got the letter saying her mother was back again and alive
Luckily, she did not “come 1o until s

ne |lil.'l.| 'm_'q_-r, I,:_'l!-:rl‘: Dy of
her coffin. It was a “rum go* altogether. Thev say exactly the
same thing happened to a sister of hers who is now alive and
well"—I am, Sir, etc.,

“PEVERIL TURNBULL.”

THE EVIDENCE O0F UNDERTAKERS.

The Underiakers ard Funcral Divectors’ fonrnal, _'|-.;I:.'

22, 1889, relates the ollowi

FCASES |

# A New York undertaker recently told the following story, the

circumstances of which are still remembe

nts ol

1 bv ald reside

the city :—* About forty vears ago a lady living on Divis
MNew York City, fell dead, apparently, while i the act of dancing
at a ball. [t was a fashionable affair, and being able 1o afford i,
she wore costly jewellery. Her husband, a flour merchant, who

loved her devot - resolved that she should be interred in her

ball dress, diamonds, pearls, and all ; also there shao

L FLE

o

autopsy. As the weather was very imclement when the funeral
reached the cemetery, the body waz placed in the receiving vaul

for burial next dayv. The undertaker was not a poor man, but he

was avaricious, and he made up his mind to possess the jewellery.
He went in the night, and took the lady's watch from the folds of
her dress. He next began to draw a diamond ning from hes
fmger, and in doing 30 had to use violence enough to tear the skin

Then the lady moved and groaned, and the thief, terrified and
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conscience. stricken, fled from the cemetery, and has never been since
heard from, that | know of The lady, after the first emotions of
horror at her unheard-of position had passed over, gathered her
nerves tagether and stepped out of the vault, which the thief had
left open. How she came home | cannot tell : but this [ know
she lived and had children, two at least of whom are alive to-day.

*Another New York undertaker told this story. The New York
papers thirty-five yvears ago were full of its ghastly details. *The
daughter of a Court Street baker died. It was in winter, and the
father, knowing that a married sister of his dead child, who lived
in 5t. Lows, would like o see her face before being laid in the grave
for ever, had the body placed in the vault, waiting her arrival. The
sistér came, the vault was opened, the lid of the coffin taken off,
when, to the unutterable horror of the friends assembled, they
found the grave-clothes torn n :-.E'l:rl:|.~i, and the !Ilil!;.,'l:'l':-'\. of both
hands eaten off.  The girl had been buried alive.’

* Until about forty years ago a noted family of Virginia pre-
served a curious custom, which had been religiously observed for
more than a century. Owver a hundred yvears ago a member of the
I'.uni]:c died, and, upon ||!'i|1:_;_ exhumed, was found 1o have been
burted alive. From that time untul about 1850, every member of
the family, man, woman, or child, who died, was stabbed in the
heart with a knife in the hands of the head of the house. The
reason for the cessation of this custom was that in 1850 or there-
abouts, a beautiful voung girl was supposed 10 be dead, the knife
wis plunged into her bosom, when she gave vent to a fearful
soream and died. She had merely been in a trance. The incident
broke her father's heart, and in a fit of remorse he killed himself
not long afterwards.

*There are many families in the United States who, when any
of their number dies, insist that an artery be opened to determine
whether life has fled or not.”

Dr. CHEW'S REMINISCENCES.

While in India, in the early part of the year 18g

Dr. Roger 5. Chew, of Calcutta, who, having been laid
out for dead, and narrowly escaped living sepulture, has
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had the best reasons for studying the subject, gave me
particulars of the following cases :(—

“Frank Lascelles, aged thirty-two vears, was seated at breakfast
with a number of us voung fellows, and was in the middle of a
burst of hearty laughter when his head fell forward on his plate
and he was ‘dead.’ As there was a distinet history of cardiac dis.
ease in his family, while he himself had frequently been treated for
valvular disease of the heart, he was alleged to have *died® of car-
dizxc failore, and was duly interred in the Coonor Cemetary. Some
six months later, permission was obtained to remove his remains
to 5t John's Churchyard in Ootacamund. The coffin was ex.
humed, and, as a ‘matter of form,’ the lid removed to identify the
resident, when, to the horror of the lookers-on, it was noticed that,
though mummification had taken place, there had been a fearful
struggle underground, for the body, instead of being on 1ts back as
it was when first coffined, was fvfns on ffs face, with its arms and
legs drawn up as close as the confined space would permit. His
tronsers {a perfectly new pair) were burst at the left knee, wlile his
:;hi.rl,-frrsn: WS DO (O r':]_rhu"m. ,"||'|(t |:-|.|:||_|-1|e=.|:,"|;il'|¢'l::|1 :\I'n:! I,|'||’,I w{ll:ui Lol |
that portion of the coffin immediately below his mouth was stained
a deep reddish-brown.black (#lesd). Old Dr. Donaldzon, whom
we were all very fond of, tried 1o explain matters by saying that the
jolting of the coffin on its way to the cemetery had overturned the
body, and that the blood stains on the shirt and wood were the
|1ntur;|] 1'|_=5|_|.|,1 ul" hlr;n;:u;l ﬂ”‘"‘"'“l:- 'f..-'., tltj.rit‘l.i;:: Ot |!:l|l I:|||:': motth l'lf :Izr-
corpse as it lay face downwards. A nice theory, but scarcely a
probable one, as all the jolting in creation could not possibly turn
a corpse over in an Indian coffin, which is so bauilt that there is
scarcely two inches spare space over any portion of the contained
body, and unless the supposed corpse regained consciousness and
exerted consideradfe force, it could not possibly turn round in s
ot casket.

“Nary Norah Best, aged seventeen vears, an adopted daughter
of Mrs. C. A. Moore, #fe Chew, “died’ of cholera, and was en-
tambed in the Chew's vault in the old French cemetery at Calcotea,
The certifving surgeon was a man who would have benefited by
her death, and had twice (though ineflectually ) attempted to put an
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end to her adopted mother, who fled from India to England afier
the second attempt on her lhife, but, unfortunately, left the girl
behind. When Mary ‘died’ she was put into a pdee coffin, t

lid of which was maffed, not screwed, down. In 1881, ten vears
or so later, the vault was unsealed to admit the body of Mrs.
Moore's brother, J. A. A. Chew. On entering the vault, the under-
taker's assistant and | found the lid of :".[.'LI'}'.:-. coffin on the floor,

I

while the position of the skeleton (half in, half out of the coffin,
and an ugly gash across the right parieial bone Jf'-'e'rn'i'.r.-’:' showed
that after being entombed Mary awoke from the trance, strugyled
violently till she wrenched the lid off her coffin, when she either
Fainted away with the strain of the effort in bursting open her
cashker, and while f.'l||.i|1.5 forward over the I_'il.;;l.: af ;'H;_:I' |:'1:-r1lit!| sirack
her head against the masonry shelf, and died almost immediately ;
or, worse still—as surmised by some of her clothing which was
found hanging over the edge of the coffin, and the position of her
right hand, the fingers of which were bent and close to where
heér throat would have been had the flesh not rotted awav—she
recovered consciousness, fought for life, forced her coffin open, and
sitting up in the pitchy darkness of the vault went mad with
fright, tore her clothes off, tried to throttle herself, and banged her
head against the masonry shelf until she fell forwvard senseless

and dead.”
COULD THE BATTLE-FIELD SPEAK.
The New York Hervald

5AYS 1 —

’aris), January 24, 18g7,

%,

“Dr. Good has not the slightest doubt that premature burial
may take place on the battle-field, and cited a case which was
_'|_'|';r_'|'l.1.','|,|'-:1‘-'. i l:'l-l'l.ﬁl:'l'l:!l!'l::l |!:r_'_.' TJr. El.‘l]!—;:n’.‘!’-:l |;-l'1_'.'|:’|!|!h’i., '.'\.'Ehu WS |:|:|r|'-,q*1'|: H ]
the time, and under whose eyes *the dead man ' came to hife. [Dr.
Good continues :—About four o'clock in the afternoon on August
14, 1870, at the battle of Borny, near Metz, | saw a shell burst over
the head of a ffrafffeny posted about thirty vards to the right, and

in front of me he fell to the ground dead. At midnight, in g
over the feld again to search for any wounded that might have
been overlooked, 1 chanced to pass by that same spot, and put my

going
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lantern 1o the man's face; his eves were open and bloodshot, and
from the nostrils and mouth had oozed a blondy froth, 1 turmed
the head o the right and left to see where the shell had struck, but
not # scratch anywhere, and the body neither rigid nor cold. |
then ordered the fafraiers (o put the man on a stretcher and carry
him to the

le church where my temporary ambulance was estab-
lizhed., What was my surprige when Dr. Bovland, who was then
assistant SUTEE0n-ajor in the same ambulance came at four
o'clock in the moming to tell me that my dead man had come to
life again and asked & fofre 7 Six weeks later that soldier, Martin,
was sent back to his regiment fit for service. Here the concussion
of the brain had cavsed inhibition of all the funciions ; there was
no heart-beat perceptible nor any sign of respiration, and if the
sapears had come, as they sometimes did in the middle of the
night instead of early next MOorning to bury the dead, this poor
devi]l would have been thrown alive in the fosse comrnrne”

A correspondent in the Gurernsey Star, of December
1fi, 10902, writes as follows :—

“Some years since a pensioner from the army worked for my
father. This ex-soldier had served in the Peninsular wars,
Crimean, Indian, African. In one sanguinary battle he was badly
wounded, and picked up and laid on 2 heap with many others who
were supposed to be dead. A big trench was prepared, and when
ready the huge mass of dead bodies was removed into it.  But now
and again a body was found to be still alive.  The person of whom
| write was one of them. His opinion was that the hurried burial
of soldiers means the suffocating in the earth of many who would
recover from their wounds and loss of blood if given the chance,
Doubtless in the late war in Africa many have been buried who
were simply in a state of trance.”

[y, Chew narrated the following circumstance to the
author :—

“Shortly after the Afghan war of 1878, Surgeon-Major T. Barn-

well and [ were told off 1o take a large number of time-expired
men, invalids, and wounded, to Deolali on their way to England,
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Some of the wounded were in a very critical state, necessitating

great care ; one man in particular, Treoper Holmes, of the 1oth
Hussars, who had an ugly bullet-wound running aleng his left thigh
and under the groin. Cur only means of transport for these poor
fellows was the * palki” or doolie carned by four bearers at a curmous
swinging pace. When we got to Nowshera, Holmes seemed on a
fair way to recovery, but the swinging of the doolie seemed too
much for him, and he grew weaker day by day 1ill we got o
Hassan Abdool, when we could not rouse him to take some
nourishment before starting on the march, and to all appearance
he seemed perfectly dead ; but as there was neither the time nor
convenience to hold a fostmorfem, we carried the body on 1o
* John Nicholson,” where, the same difficulties being in the way,
and no facilities for burial, we were obliged 1o put the poss-merien
off for another day, and convey the corpse to Rawal Pi
camp, where we laid him on the floor of the mortuary tent and
covered him over with a tarpaulin. This was his salvation, as
next mornang (f.e, the third day succeeding his *de
raised the tarpaulin to hold the post-moriem, some hundreds of

o1 rest

th'), when we

field mice (these tracts are mofed for them) rushed out, and we
noticed that Holmes was breathing, though very slowly—five or
51X respirations to the minute—and there were a few teeth marks
where the mice had attacked his calves. To prevent a relapse by
the jolting on further marches, we handed him over to the sttion
hospital staff, who P

led Wim round, and then forvarded him 1o
the headguarters of his regiment at Meerut.”




CHAPTER V-

NARROW ESCAPES FROM PREMATURE
BURIAL

ALMOST every intelligent and observant person with

whom yvou converse, if the *ClI'ZJ_ik.'c'l be introduced, has either
known or heard of narrow escapes from premature burial
within his or her own circle of friends or acquaintaneces ;
and it 1s no U.‘\':L;;_;m':t‘:i--ﬂ to say that such cases are
numberec |JjL thousands. It is to be h -I.:_--:. that the
number of timely discoveries vastly exceed those actually
imterred n a state of suspended animation ; but as no
investigation of graveyards or cemeteries (which effec-

tually conceal their own tragedies) has ever taken place

E
in England until

the remains are reduced to dust, and

T COUNLIres, ONe cannot De sure :l'I:L[ tns

rarely in otl
optimistic view is correct

An apparent suspension of life, followmg a serious
iiness, 15 i:-lI:L:!_‘-.' considered a -:.Lli-r-;u'1|:|'_'1.' o wof of the

reality of the expected death : but these conditions can-

not alwayvs be relied upon, as the following illustration
Proves .—

A Lear rrosm Enitor's Case Book

been attending for some time (about seven

1] a child aged three vears; who had suffered

convulsions, followed by vomiting and

wea, with subsequent exhaustion and emaciation.
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There seemed no hope of recovery, and | left my little
patient one night fully believing [ had seen him for the
last time alive. 1 was late on my country rounds next
day, and when I arrived at the cottage I noticed the
blinds were drawn, and, upon entering, my eves at once
fell upon a couch pushed into a corner of the room, and
covered by a_ white sheet, whilst the broken-hearted
parents were weeping by the settle. [ sat down and
tried to comfort them, and finally left directions as to
the hour when they might send for the death certificate.
Before leaving I walked toward the couch, and drew
back the covering from the pale waxen face. The jaw
was fastened by a band in the usuval way, coppers had
been placed over the evelids, and all was in readiness
for the shell, which the undertalker was :..-:-cpw_'iwl 1o

5

king intenthy at

bring in a few minutes. As I stood lo
the child I fancied [ detected the slightest movement of
the chest. It could but be imagination, [ thought ;
nevertheless, instinctively I felt for the wrist, but failed
to detect a pulse. Still, I watched—there again was

that tremor! [ applied my stethoscope to the region of

the heart without response, but, feeling dissatisfied, [
undid the nightdress, and applied the instrument to the
bare skin. I could hardly believe my ears—there was
undoubtedly a beat! [ shall never forget the shriek
which the mother gave when [ said, “ Mrs, W vour
child is not dead!™ 1 at once applied hot flannels to
the feet, and gently massaged the body for two or three
hours, and had the satisfaction before | left—long afte

the undertaker had come and gone—aof seeing the child

taking nourishment in its mother's arms. He is now a

fine, strong, healthy lad. He might have been—otherwise.
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“DEAD"—pY MEDICAL CERTIFICATE.

This danger is further illustrated by an incident which
was related at a meeting of the London Association for
the Prevention of Premature Burial, January 28, 1903 :—

*A lady, iving at Holland Road, Kensington, testinied that on
hearing the news of the loss of her properiy, she went mnto violent
hysterics for twa hours, and then was thought to have died.  After
I‘Jti":.,;’ |¢fl rI:lT l,'\.'.'rl;ln}'- |-|:-|_||,' ]ll:-l.lr:',, ‘,hl; WEAS :ilkl,']] il |:-f |||.:1 h!_:rlL
rolled on the fioor, and needles and pins were stuck in her. Next
mornmg one of the servants, on looking at her body on the bed,
thought it moved. The doctor was sent for again, but he certinecd
that she was undoubiedly dead, and so the coffin was ordered.
Three hours afterwards her daughter said :(—* [ don't think mother
is dead,’ and applied some brandy to the cold lips. “Then 1 came 1o,
satd the |,'|.|;|:r, who added, *That was five VEQATS o I fae L dealh
ceriificare af home [ Although [ could not move, I could hear

everything. [ heard the men take my measurement for the oottin.” ™

“That,” said Mr. Arthur Lovell (the hon. sec.) “was a
state of trance with which I am rather familiar. What
we want are :"e.t:Ll:u:;-;lin-:EHlL:ti certifiers to examine all
cases of supposed decease."”

# Another lady in the meeting certified that she knew a girl at
Kensington who *came 1o after being pronounced dead, and who
remembers hearing the doctor say—'Ah, poor thing, now she 15

out of her sufferimg.'*

The Dadly Express, of March 20, 1903, and the Dadly
Mail, of the -:_;-:h. FIVE details of the sSUppe wsed death of a
well-known lady, who, with her family, had long resided
in the village of Woore, near Keele, North Staffordshire,
and who, after having been certified as dead by the
local physician, was laid ready for interment :—

“All preparations for the funeral had been made, and friends
and relatives assembled to take a final farewell.  As the moumners
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watched, the eyes of the lady were seen to open and her hps 1
move, Life

had returned to the supposed corpse. The news of
the strange event spread throughout the village and district, and

Y wiuced the greatest excitemént.

The Daily Express, of January 20, 1902, contains the

an Alexandre Szabo, of Debreczin, Hungary, was certihed
dead by two doctors. She was placed in a coffin and the hd

serewed down.  As the coffin was being taken from the house the
bearers heard a noise within it. It was opened, and the woman
was found to be alive”

The Undertakers fournal, July 22, 1593, says i—

A

“Charles Walker was supposed to have died suddenly

Louis a few davs ago, and a burial certificate was obtamned
course from the coroners office.  The :'J'ill.i.:-' Was |:- Ing in the coffin,
and the relatives took a farewell look at the features, and wit

as the undertaker’s assistants advanced to screw down the hd. Onpe

an of the
body 1n the cofn seemed Lo have l]'llilL:l"z.;i.l:H' someé slight cl

NAnLE

of the undertaker's men noticed, however, that the pos

and called attention to the fact. Suddenly, w

hout any warning,

",'||v|' 'l-c|-I||--|’- sat |:[| In ‘.l!'li' [
b

hour the supposed corpse was in a warm bed, sipping weak brandy
an«l r, and tak 1

in and garzed rc

nd the 1

clan was summoned, rest IVES wWore i'IE'l|l.Il:!{:.. and :

1z a lively interest in the surroundings. Heart

failure had produced a species of syncope resembling death thai
deceive

VEn experts.”’

The HBanuer af Lirfit, Boston, _[11'{_-; 23, 1894, quote

of apparent sudden death mes

rakers, a vil

age not far from Rondoat, N.Y., was trea
LEOIY ']'lh:h-:|:|'_-.. _|I:-:'_-. 18y, i_l:. the
the dead of Miss E
ability, who to

A 58NS

'-LI|2-EJ"-uL".l resurrection {rom

inor Markham, a young woman of respect.
all appearance had died on Sunday, July 8.
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complamed of heart

“Migs Markham about a fortni
trouble, and was treated by Dr, Howard She prew weaker
d her |
“h beloved.

on Sunday morning apparently brea

grief of her relauves, by whom she was m

o r pronounced her dead, and furnished the usuwal burial

taker Jones took charpe of the funeral arrangements.
Oin account of the warm weather 1t was decided that the interment

should take place Tuesday, and m the morning Miss Markham

was put in the coffin
“After her relatives had taken the last look on what they sup-

was fastened on,

poged was their beloved dead, the lid of the «

and the undertaker and his assistant took 1t 1w the henrse waiting

. As they approached the hearse a noise was heard, and
the coffin was put down and opened in short order. Behold ! there
was poor Eleanor Markham lying on her back, her face white and
ontoried, and her eyes distended.
il ".]1..' God ! she cried, in broken accents,. *Where am [ 7 Yoo

A |_||_||':."'|'|._; me alive’ *Hush ! l'|'|i'u:i'. !-':l.il.l. ]:':I'. [|.u'-'-'.'l|'-:|, whao
happened to be present.  * You are all right. 1t 18 a mistake easily
rectified.

“The girl was then taken into the house and placed on the bed,

hen she fainted. While the doctor was administering stimulan

i

rAlivEeEs the tr;”;p:]'.j_:-s of woe werse mm-u.rd, :lI'|1.|. the |'!|.::||:.~.|,,I

drove away with more cheerful rapidity than a hearse was ever
driven before,

“+] was conscious all the time you were making preparations to
v ? ghe said, *and the horror of my situatio

n is alto

bury m

iption. [ could hear everything that was

beyond desc ;
even & whisper putside the door, and although 1 exerted all my

|

will-power, and made a supreme physical effort to cry ooty [ was
powerless, . . . At first | fancied the bearers would not hean
me, but when 1 felt one end of the cothn falling suddenly, | Knew
that I had been heard.

“ Miss Markham is on a fair way to recovery, and what is
strange is that the flutterings of the heart thai brought on her

illness are gone.”
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REESTORATION TO LIFE o3

THIRTEEN Davs AFTER “DrEaTn.”

In a letter received from Mrs. H. E. Wright, of
2 Bedford Road, [lford, Essex under date May 31, 1897
she says:—" A friend of mine was supposed to die of
cholera at Boulogne some years ago. She heard all the
preparations being made for her funeral, when fortunately,
by a ¢

esperate exertion, she managed to give signs of
life. 1 know of another somewhat similar case ; but the
most extraordinary case I ever heard of was one related
by an aged relative, which happened in a ladies’ boarding-
school at Edinburgh, in which she was pupil. This must
have been between eighty and ninety years ago, A
young girl from the West Indies was confided in an
especial manner to the care of the lady principal. One
liit}-' the girl died, after hFH'ing_: been I-I'Itli"-|:|l"|'i|;_'l':| for a few
days. The best doctors in Edinburgh—one of the chief
medical schools in the world—pronounced the girl dead,
and wanted to have her buried, but the principal declared
that nothing on earth would induce her to have the child
buried until unmistakable signs of corruption showed
themselves ; but days passed and no signs to satisfy the
good lady appeared, who meanwhile kept ;Lm_n!}'jn-;; hot

read to the soles of the feet. At last, after ten davs or
s0, even the eminent doctors began to be xt:ug:_[m-:_-.;]_- At
the end of thirteen days, when the principal went to her
room with hot bread, she found the girl sitting up in bed,
rubbing her eves in a somewhat bewi

dered manner, and
expressing a desire to get up and set about her lessons,
It is quite possible that had she not come from such a
distance her own relations might have been called in,
and the poor child buried ; but in days when there were

L 1L
J-ll- A =
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no steamers, and a voyvage to the West Indies :ﬂi;_:’h[

5
il

mean two or th

the agony of letting the parents know that their daughter

ree¢ months, the schoolmistress felt all

had been dead many weeks before the information came
to them. So she acted with the determination of (:||::-;|:-,'|_i:’_

and acted wisely and well.”

A RESUSCITATED HUMORIST.

The Undertarers and Funeral Divectors’ fowrmal of
."n[u_'.', [88s narrates an i|]1|:1'r::~:-',|'1'|_-_; and 411Ji>;|_|'.;_-|11_h-
rustworthy story :—

5, used to relate o

-

ckhart, of Birkhill, who died in 182

yildren the following anecdote of

i 1|]|'-;. [

grandls

liam Lindsay, of Covington, towards the close of the seventesnih
I

for preserving the picturesque appendage of a beard at a period

1

her ancestor, Sir

am was a humorist, and noted, moreover,

entury :—*Sir Wi

when the fashion had long passed away. He had been extremely
I ] -t though, as it

to he ext

life was at last supposed

“dead famt

afterwards turmed out, e was merely in a
|'!.|. female relatives were :'|ei.-irll!|'h||."l-: I.ll:' '.|Il' “ehest I'Ij-:. LEhE

a corpse into a coffin, with the entertainment given

act of puat
|

ted chamber i the old

on such melancholy occasions—in a lig

ton, where the “bearded knight™ lay stretched
5

tower of Loving
when the servants were about 0 enter to

upon  his bier
coremonies, [sabella Somerville, Sir William's
then a child,

great-

assist at the
sranddaughter, and Mrs. Lockhart's grandn

creeping close 1o her mother, whispered into her ear, * The bearnd
P Mrs. Somerville, upon this,

> heard 15 wagging

o the bier, and, observing indications of life in the ancient

any :rl:,irg-_ 1 I'~'|.|' "|1|.'||::.|11| SO0 CAME o4l

imistered,

wle the co

Haot boitles were .|!|-i:-|'|:'-:1 and cordials adm
nd i the courze of the evening he was able to converse with his
They explained that they had believed him to be actually
nents had even been made for his funeral.

Lay -ili"-\. fa1

dead, and that arvrar
In answer to the guestion, * Have the folks been warned " (fe.
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invited to the funeral) he was told that they had—that the funeral

lav Fad g = i - ] bt Ty - 5
day had been fixed, an ox slan, and other preparations made for

entertaining the company. Sir William then said, * All 15 as n

and ler the

should be: keep it a dead secret that I am in hie,
folks come” Hiz wishes were |'-.||‘:'.|:-::['-.! with, and the COmpany

assembled for the burial at the appointed time.  After some delay,

gccasioned by the non-arrival of the

and which afforded an opportunity of discussin

deceased, the door suddenly opened, when, wo their

enance and

terror, in stepped the knight himself, pale in co

dressed in black, leaning on the arm of the minister of the parish
of Covington. Having quieted their alarm and explained matters,

on the clergyman to conduct an act of devoton, which

ey | ]
he called

nksgiving for his recovery and escape from being

live. This done, the dinner succeeded. A jolly evening
after the manner of the time, was passed, Sir William hinseli

presiding aver the carpusals.'”

EESTORATION BY WARMTH.

The Lancer, November 27, 18358, p. 561, cites a re-
markable case which was afterwards corroborated in all

its details by the surgeon who attended the patient, Mpy
E. B. Mason, M.R.C.5., of Nuneaton.

* The girl, whose name is Amelia Hinks, is twelve or
thirteen years of age, and resides with her parents in

Bridge Street, Nuneaton. She had lately appeared to

be sinking under the influence of some ill-explained

disorder, and about three weeks since, as her friends
|

imagined, she died. The body was removed to another

room. It was I'i:,_;’i-| and icy cold. [t was washed and

laid out with all due funereal train. The limbs were

':l{!'l:'i:t‘:[!:-.' E\I.‘[:'cl], the evelids closed and pennv-pieces

At [ . T 3 - == - v PR .

laid over them. The coffin was ordered For more
l.\';
i
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than forty-eight hours the supposed corpse lay beneath
the winding-sheet, when it happened that her grand-
father, coming from Leamington to assist in the last
mournful ceremonies, went to see the COrpSe, The old
man removed a penny-piece, and he thought that the
corpse winked! There was a convulsive movement of
the lid. This greatly disturbed his composure; for,
though he had heard that she died with her eves open,
he was unprepared for this palpebral signal of her good
understanding with death. A surgeon is said to have
been summoned, who at frst treated the matter as a
delusion, but subsequently ascertained stethoscopically
that there was still slight cardiac pulsation. The body
was then removed to a warm room, and gradually the
returning signs of animation became uneguivocal. When
speech was restored, the girl described many things
which had taken place since her supposed death. She
knew who had closed her eves and placed the coppers
thereon. She also heard the order gi\'t:ﬂ for her coffin,
.E'L'.']I'l_ I'_'I'BI'I_IIII'i TI._:E}I.:.'H 1,EII:! Various I"l."I':I'h':I.'I'I‘.f!‘i 1'I'|¢'|'|'|{! over ht‘]' a5
she lay in her death-clothes. She refused food, though
in a state of extreme debility. She has since shown
symptoms of mania, and 15 now said to have relapsed
into a semi-cataleptic condition.”

The Lancet, March §, 18359, p. 254, writes (urther :—

“ Another case of trance is reported, in addition to
those which we have lately rece rded. A widow named
Aufray. about sixty wvears of age, of 5t Agnan de
a 1 # . = =

Cenuitres {Eure), long seriously ill, became suddenl

worse, grew cold and motionless, and, as it was thought,
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clead. She was laid out, the coffin ordered, and the
church bell tolled, She recovered consciousness just
before the funeral was to take place.”
APPARENT DEATH IN PREGNANCY.

Hufeland (one of the greatest authorities on the subject
in Germany), in his essay upon the uncertainty of the
signs of death, tells of a case of the wife of Professor
Camerer, of Tiibingen, who was hysterical, and had a
fright in the sixth month of her pregnancy, that brought
on convulsions (eclampsia), which continued for four
hours, when she seemed to die completely. Two cele-
brated physicians, besides three others of less note, re
garded the case as ended in death, as all the recognised
signs of death were present. However, attempts to
revive her were at once resorted to, and were continued
for five hours, when all the medical attendants, except
o1e, 5_:.5'[';";_" Ell.':_" Lo bl lll:l. iLIEl:l. lll.'ﬁ. -[-h':'. Iil]'l}.'!'iii':iii'l'l ‘.'I.']'I"
remained pulled off a blister-plaster that had been put
on one of the feet, when the lady gave feeble signs of life
by twitchings about the mouth. The doctor then re-
newed his 1'|Tn;'li'H to revive her, |!1‘1' various :-aih‘:‘ns|;|.i;i|:1"_:
means, and by burning, and by pricking the spine ; but
all in vain, for after her slight evidences of revival, she
seemed to die unmistakably., She lay in a state of
apparent death for six days, but there was a small space
over the heart where a little warmth could be detected
by the hand, and on this account the burial was put off
On the seventh day she opened her eyes, and slowly
revived, but was completely unconscious of all that had
hﬂ[lpnﬁi'f]. She then Fave birth to a dead child, and
soon thereafter recovered her health completely.
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AFTER PREGRANCY,
Dr. Frederick A. I'-]I_P:I.'I._'l'l of Mortimer, Berks, ||-L|".J|i-:]:u]
the {ollowing case in the TFocsin, November 1, 183g,

vol. L, p. 84, under the head of © Premature Burial" :—

* A narrow escape of this was recently communicated
direct to the writer, and as it has some |_‘xt|'k'|11L‘]}' 11
portant bearings on the value of what are usually
considered to be evidences of death, we give it as
told by the survivor, who is still alive in the form of
a cheery and intelligent old lady in the fullest possession
of her faculties and memory.

“ Herself the wife of a medical officer attached to
the —th Regiment, she was stationed at —— [sland,
where at the age of twenty-cight she was safely confined.
Shortly after this she was walking out with an attendant
when she was taken suddenly ill with a painful spasm
of the heart—what appears to have been an attack
of angina pectoris—and was conveyed indoors and
propped up with pillows, suffering great pain, and
although medical attendance was summoned, nothing
was of avail, and she died—at least in the l:l]liI'I['.II'I of
those around her, who F:;ti:] the proper attention to
what they regarded as a corpse. It was the custom
there to bury at sundown anvone who died during
the r'..'ir'.' We understand that in warm countries it is
difficult to close the eyelids properly, and so this lady,
lving motionless and rigid, contemplated with perfectly
clear perception, but with an utter indifference, the bring-
ing in of the coffin and the necessary preparations for her
interment ; she remembers her children coming to take

a last look at her, and then being taken down stairs.
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* She would never have lived to tell the story but for
an accident, which happened in this way. Her nurse,
who was much attached to her, was stroking her face

and the muscles of her jaw, and presently declared she

heard a sound of '||||_'.L:.|1i'.15_;_'. Medical assistance was
summoned. and the mirror test :Lj}lifiL'fl, but the surface
was undimmed. Then, to make sure, they opened a
vein i each arm, but no blecod Aowed. No limb
responded to stimulus, and they declared that the nurse
was mistaken, and that the bodv was dead beyond
doubt,

“But the nurse persisted in her belief and in hes
attentions, and did succeed in establishing a sign of life.
Then mustard applications to her feet and to the back

of her neck, and burnt feathers applied to her nostrils,

which she remembered burning her nose, completed her

return to COnSCIousness.

Discussion I THE FRENCI SENATE

IThe MWedical Times, London, 1866, vol. 1., =5 328 uncler

the heading “ Buried Alive,” remarks as follows :—* The
abundance of other topics hinders us at present from
saving more than a few words on the conditions under

which there may be real d:

Nger of burial before life 15
'gllilt: extinct Now, we will <:-|:1l!_'-' |':_'|:u|'m|.;!<_'|_- the cases
reported by Cardinal Archbishop Donnet, in the French
Senate; in a discussion on a petition that the time

leath and burial should be lengthened. We

between «
will add one instance, which we have heard on the best
authority :—About thirty vears ago, a young woman
of eighteen, '|.'=|I::_:i'|t-:':' of Madame ],.‘1|i::;i.‘.'.rf_ .Livin;{ in

the Rue des Tonnelliers, at Beaune, in Burcundy, was
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supposed to have died. The ordinary measures were
taken for interment. The body was put in a coffin, and
taken to the church; the funeral service was said, and the
corfége set out for the cemetery; but on the road
between the church and the cemetery the =~l|'||[:lf'-*-q'l:] dead
recovered power of motion and ‘-'l.'l(_'l._'l.:.l], Was removed
from the coffin, put to bed, recovered, married, and lived
eighteen years afterwards. She said she retained her
consciousness during the whole of her supposed death,
and had counted the nails that were driven into her
coffin. Statements such as these, and such as those
made by the Archbishop, will surely be subjected to the
ordeal of a French scientific commission, and we may
suspend our judement for the present. To return to his
Eminence. He =zaid he had the VEry best reasons for
believing that the victims of hasty interments were more
numerous than people supposed. He considered the
rules and repulations prescribed by the law very
jl:ciiciruuﬂ.; but, unfortunately, they were, particularly in
the country, not always executed as they should be, nor
was sufficient importance attached to them. In the
village he was stationed in as an assistant-curate in the
first period of his sacerdotal life, he saved two persons
from being buried alive. The first an aged man, who
lived twelve hours after the hour prescribed for his
interment by the municipal officer; the second was a man
who was quite restored to life. In both cases a trance

MOre pit -]H:I;[‘«:fl than usual was taken for actual death.”

CaLLED BACK TO LIFE
“The other instances,” SAVS the Medica! fimes' cor-

respondent, “ I give in the words of the Archbishop :—
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“5The next case that occurred to me was at Bordeaux. A
voung ladyv, who bore one of the most distinguished names in
the Department, had passed through what was supposed the last
agony, and, as apparently all was over, the father and mother
were torn away from the heartrending spectacle. As God willed
it, I happened to pass the door of the house at the moment,
when it occurred to me to call and ingquire how the young lady
was going on. When [ entered the room, the nurse, finding the

ng the face, and, indeed,

body breathless, was in the act of cove
there was every appearance that life had departed. Somehow or
other, it did not seem to me so certain as to the bystanders, |
resolved to try I raised my v e, called ||:|l!{|.5}' upan the young
lady not o give op all hope—that | was come to cure her, and
that I was about to pray by her side. “You do not see me,” [
said., “but you hear what [ am saying.” My presentiments were
not unfounded. The word of hope [ uttered reached her ear and
effected a marvellous change, or, rather, called back the life that
WAS :i.l:':.].l.l':il'l:,_'. Tlye young girl survived = she 15 now a wife, and
moiher of children, and this day 15 the happiness of two most
respectable families.'

" The ."l.t'l.:'|'|'|}l'-'|'|l.u|J mentioned another instance of a
similar revival in a town in Hungary during the cholera
of 1831, which he heard that day from one of his
colleagues of the Senate, as they were mounting the
staircase.”

ARCHBISHOP'S STARTLING EXPERIENCE.

The last incident related by the Archbishop is so

interesting, and made such a sensation, that it deserves
to be repeated in-his own words :-

“4In the summer of 1826, on a close summer day, in a church
which was exceedingly crowded, a young priest, who was in the act
of preaching, was suddenly seized with giddiness in the pulpit
The words he was uttering became indistinct ; he soon lost the
power of speech, and sank down on the floor. He was taken out

of the church and carried home.  All was thought to be over.
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aome hourg after, the funeral bell was tolled, and ihe wsual
preparations made for the interment.  His eyesight was gone ; bt
if he could see nothing, like the yvoung lady [ have alluded to, he

1ld hear, and 1 need not say that what reached his ears was not

Ol

calculated to reassure him. The doctor came, examined him,
and proncunced him dead ; and after the usual inguiries as (o
his age and the place of his birth, etc, gave permission for his
interment next morning. The venerable bishop, in whose cathedral
the YOLng EZITil::*-'\.[ Was |:-r'|.'.'L-.||i:|'|; 1.'.'|'.q'|| |||,I Was -l,,.‘l..ll'.-:] with the R,
came to his bedside to recite the % De Profundis.” /The body was

measured for the coffin. Night came on, and you will easily feel

how mexpressible was t sh of the human being in such a

. At last, amid the voices murmering around him, he

g1t
distinguished that of one whom he had known from infancy. That
Ve ',|.w:||_||{'4_| 1 |||::r1.'|,"||n|_:-.' |-'!I-!|-4,-'|,'| ."|.11|,| \“lli_"!]lllllli"L !:'I'Il-r:. Of
lowed [ need sav no more than that the seemingly dend

what i
man stood next day in the same pulpit. That voung priest,
gentlemen, 15 the same man who 15 now speaking before vou, and
that event, implores those

who, more than forty years after
1ority, not merely to watch vigilanily over the careful execution

By
of the legal prescrniptions with regard to mterments, but to enact
fresh ones in order to prevent the recurrence of irveparable

misfortunes,”"”

AGAIN DISCUSSED BUT NoOTHING DoOXNE.

To this report of the MWedical Times, it may be added
that the petition of M. de Carnot furnished statistics
showing the frequency of these terrible disasters, and
sugrested various preventive measures, including the
ebtablishment of mortuaries, a longer interval between
and buorial, and the .‘1|\~p'|il':l.l‘i'lll of scientific
methods of restoration where decomposition 15 not
manifest. The reality of the terrible dangers, as pointed

Cardinal Donnet, was confirmed by Senators

Tourangin and Viscount de Baral, in the recital of other

cases of EII'L'IH.'I.EI'.I'L‘ imtermeant.
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When the subject was revived in the Senate on
January 29, 1869—on which occasion five petitions were
IJ['L"C!.'II[:‘IL 1.rr:_;_'.|_1:_: ]'1;|]_H:||'L.;1|'|1_ 1':,‘t_rn'||:|.=1, and Li.{.'Lil[litL;_; other
cases of premature interment—Cardinal Donnet agam
took part in the debate, and urged that no burial should

be permitted without the signature of a doctor or officer
of health, as well as the written authorisation of the
Mayor, so that the fact of death might always be verified
The Cardinal then furnished particulars of another recent
case of ]:-:'-;_~:1:|:|.1u1':_' interment in 'Est, and recalled the
fact that one of their honourable colleagues of the
Senate, M. le Comte de la Rue, had had a narrow

escape from live sepulture,

The several petitions were forwarded to the Minister
of the Interior, but nothing was done to remedy the evil.
MEDICAL EXPERIENCES.

‘Dr. Brewer,” says the Lawncet, of June 2, 1866, p.
611, “in the course of the address delivered to the

ames's Hall, adverted

Guardians of St, George's at St.

to the ‘laying-out’ case at St. Pancras, and dwelt upon
the question of suspended animation in a passage which
really deserves to be quoted.”

*1 have been more than once under a condition of appavently
suspended respiration, and with circumsiances less comfortable
than those related of this babe ; and yet, active as is my bram,
and sensitive as is my body, | remember as well as though it were
but }"Z"'EC‘-"-]-t} that, on being restored o consciousness, no feeling
of discomfort of any kind attended my experience on either nccasion
It is under the truth to say | have known a score of cases of those
who have been supposed dead being reanimated. It is not many

h, was

months A0 & friend of mine, a recitor of a suburban pa

pronounced by his medical attendant to be dead. His bed was
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arranged, and the room left in its silence. His dau
ered and sat at the foor, and the soler

n !.-:||| of his own

church bell was vibrating through the chamber, when a hand drew
agide the closed curtain, and a voice came from the occupant of

izabeth, my dear, what is that bell folling for?

the bDed

['he '-i-lll'.,';'ﬂr...‘- response was, i||'|||:-||:n-, an unfortunate one : * Fos

vais, b,

D B. W. Richardson quotes a case in the Lamcet,
1585, vol. i, p. 1179, of a man who, in 186g, was
rendered cataleptic by a lightning - stroke, and who

narrowly escaped living burial.

Dr. Franz Hartmann, in “Premature Burial” pp. 14-17,
cites a remarkable case of an Englishman who “ died "
of typhoid fever and was buried, but four days after was
exhumed and }:|-‘LI'L‘IE on the cold slab of the dizssecting
room ; when an incision was made in the breast, the
‘dead man ™ suddenly awoke, and grasped the wrist of
the anatomist. The f'::l'.',|i.=:|1!n:m ~l|'|1.~1~-||'=:,'r11]_1.' |3-:||||i~4|'n--:.
in Blackwweds Waraszine an account of his terrible
EXPErienoe,

Dir. H. 5. Tanner, in a letter in the Newee Yok T3

_|4r||:;L|'_'.' 15, 1830 mentions two cases where persons

awakened from trance at the moment of sepulture

described in turn what their feelines had been.  Said

O 2

“Have vou ever felt the paralysing influence of a horrible
sich  experience, then ¥l are
]
| realised that I|._. friends believed me dead, and we
. The

spent in the vain endeavous

nightmare?  If vou have had

yies | endured when

prepared o conceive of the menta

re making
I days of mental

preparations or my 1 HWIFS 3N

to break loose from the

orasp af this worse than hornble mghtmare was a hell

of torment such as no longue Can Gesd ribe of pen portray.
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Dr. Johnson, of St Charles, Illinois, is the other
mstance mentioned by De. Tanner, who in his hearing,
and in the presence of a large audience in Harrizon's
Hall. :'l.Tl-||||L::LE|I-]i.-', stated that when a yvoung man he
was prostrated with a fever. He swooned away,

apparently dead. His attending physician said he was

dead. His father was faithless and unbelieving, and

1C1CHY, apprar-

refused to bury him. He lay in this con
ently dead, fourteen days. The attending physician
brought other physicians to examine the apparently
lifeless form, and all stated unqualifiedly, “ He is dead.”
some fourteen physicians, among them many eminent
professors, examined the body, and there was no
ambiguity in the expression of their conclusion that
the boy was dead. But the father still turned a deaf
ear to all entreaties to prepare the body for the grave
Fublic feeling was at last aroused. The health officer
and other city officers, F-.n‘.ll'n;;. in their official L".":|:l..-l..i|._:-...
ancl h}' the advice of ph:.'.—il‘i:iﬂw, _pn;_‘a'-:p:’:il:-r.'il}' demandecd

that the body be interred without delay. ©On the

fourteenth day the father vielded under protest: pre-
parations were made for the funeral, when the emotions
of the still living subject, who was conscious of all
transpiring around him, were so intense as to be the

means of his deliverance. He awoke from his trance.
Dr. O'Neill, of Lincoln, writes to the Lamcer, June 7,
1834, . 1058 :
* Without venturing to express an opinion on the case
mentioned by the Rev. D. Williams! in the Laweet of
the 24th inst., I would i)';:.: to say that [ have no doubt

The case referred 1o, being attended with dowlbt, s omited.
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i my own mind but that people are sometimes ‘ buried

An instance has come to i knowledze where

-
Tt

this catastrophe was only avoided by a mere accident

A lady, about forty-five years of a the wile of a

clergyman i a northern county, was taken ill, and after
some time, as was supposed, died. The funeral was
delayed, and so was the closing of the coffin, in con-
sequence of the absence of a son of the lady from home.
When the boy arrived, the kissing, wailing, and com-
motion roused the supposed dead woman, and brought

her to consciousness in her coffin.  This la wotl

Most e -.Zj{i.lll‘f I'Iil.'-.'l:' |H_"I_‘I'I I?'tll'll._'(! abive were It not that

the obsequies were delayed on account of the circum-
stance mentioned.
‘MNow, may not cases more or less similar to this

smetimes occur, with the catastrophe of ‘buried alive

added to the But no such case could I'I-l.|:-:l~1'll il it

were made compulsory that the mmterment of a body

should not be allowed to take E*Ll.l'e.‘ until after de-

composition had set in, as attested by a medical man.”
Dr. Moore Russell Fletcher in © Suspended Animation
and the 'LJ.LI‘i';L'!' ]| [':'.II".':II:_: .1'|.1I:i\.'-.',” &5 2, writes :

{ Seven hours in a coffin added ten yvears to my life,

remark of Martin Strong, of Twelfth Street,

':|':'1-'ix'!':lhiL. some time after -g'.:il:in_., the coffin in
hich his family had placed him for burial, after Dr
Cummings had given a certificate of his death. Frank
Stoop, of Clarinda, lowa, was laicd out for burial not

n having certified to his death :

ke from his state of coma in t

to save his life.”
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On p. 26, Dr. Fletcher cites another remarkable case:

“In June, 1865, a girl in Cleveland, Ohio, was taken ill, and

after a short sickness died, and was laid out for buri

her mother nsisted that she was not dead, efforis were made fo
gome time 1o restore her to life, but in vain. Her mother, how.
ever, refused to let her be buried ; and on the fifth day after tha
get for the funeral the slamming of a door aroused her, so thai
she recovered. She stated that, during most of the eight days
which she lay there, she was conscious, and heard what was said,
although wholly unable to make the least motion.”

Dr. Colin S. Valentine, LL.I}, Principal of the Medical
Missionary Training College, Agra, N.W.P, told the
author during his visit to Agra, February, 1895, that
Captain Young, an officer in the regiment of which he
(Dr. Valentine) was at that time army surgeon, who had
been dreadfully mauled while tiger-hunting in' Madras,
was laid out for dead, and all the arrangements were made
for his funeral at six o'clock that evening, when con-
sciousness returned, and he lived for twenty years aflter,

Dr. A. Stephenson, in a lecture on the “Signs of Death
and Ihsposal of the Dead,” delivered at Nottingham,
_l.’t:‘.um':-, g, 1800, said he once attended a girl living in
that ]-u'.‘.;l.|[t_'-.' who was in a trance. All the ]:1':1+;|.'.'.=.11'--11~4
were made for her funeral, and the grave ordered. -She
remainecd in a trance three days, and her mother was
annoyed because he would not sien her death-certificate,
{jt'l thni." t]‘”'lfi 1[:‘,‘\. ‘-\-.hl_' l-‘u‘!f"-'l.':,."\' | g :ll]rl |"|'(_'|:l‘|.'l,"l'l.'1|, |hl.,
girl would have been buried unless he had had a very
great fear of her being buried alive.

DANGER IN WASTING DISEASES.

Medical literature contains reports of numerous

mstances of collapse and apparent death in times of
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epidemics, such as plague, cholera, and small-pox. The
danger is increased by the anxiety and necessity for
*'jlu"L'*|_t' interment, owing to the llﬁl:l;l.]]j.' overcrowded
condition of hospitals and mortuaries and the fear of the
spread of infection.  Premature burial becomes a real
'l-'L‘-::__'IL']-., -E'I'I:I"! t]'h.'! CaASEs li'j- NAarrow l;_‘-l'_.l,l:ll_" I'E|.|:|]|'|:_'?.r thl_'_'\-{'

|5|.'I'ilnl~.- af ]ml'l:'l.: are innumerable.,

A solicitor, living in Gloucester, recently informed the
editor that, when first in practice, he had as caretaker
of his offices an old woman who, with her husband, had
been in charge of the cholera wards, erected just outside
the city, at the time of the severe epidemic of 1849, when,
in Gloucester alone, there were 119 fatal cases. She
told him that as soon as the patients were dead they
put them in shells and screwed them down, so as to get
them out of the way as quickly as possible, as the small
sheds (which are still standing) were so croweded. “Some-
times,” she callously remarked, “they come to afterwards,
and we did hear ‘em kicking in their coffins, but we
never unscrewed 'em, ‘cause we knew they'd got to die!”

NARROW ESCAPES IN CHOLERA.

Dr. Chew communicated the two following cases to
the author during his sojourn in Calcutta in the early part
of 18g6:

“ In March, 1877, Assistant-Surpeons H. A, Borthwick,
S. Blake, H. B. Rogers, and myselfl received orders to
proceed from Rawal Pindi by bullock-train to Peshawur
to join the various regiments we were to be posted to
for duty. We had just passed a place called Rati when
Borthwick showed strong symptoms of cholera, from
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which he suffered all that night. The nearest hospital
was twenty-five miles behind us, and though we had
neither medicines nor sick-room comforts with us, we
had no alternative but to journey onwards, because the
train-drivers (Indians) refused to turn back, and if we
did return to Rawal Pindi we would have been court
'I'I'litl.'i'i.'i”l._‘{l |-|rl' I'_l'i!'i'!"l‘_]l:_':.'illf,._: |"l'.'.f|.l|! E:‘?]::IH};“!".H :|.|.IH|. l.""[l.l.il::‘_"
back without orders to do so. Travelling hr'x' bullock-
t'l'q'l,il'l i‘i l".':-“l.:"- "ill'l'u'.' 'I."-"Il'l'l'»h H.IIH] I-El'l' 1-|'|5‘EE'. il l."':l‘l:-fil'l.;ll:l!l._‘
mode of transit ; however, we were oblived to make the
best of it, and early next morning Borthwick was cold,
stiff, and seemingly dead. Here was a fine state of affairs
—the nearest cantonment, which we had no expectation
of reaching (ie, Nowshera) before nine p.m., was thirty-

six miles off, and by the time we arrived at it, it would
have been too late to approach the authorities, while
Peshawur, our destination, was another twenty-nine miles
further off. Dispose of the body we dare not, and we
had no choice but to continue our route.  All that day
there was not a movement or other sign to show that life
was not extinet, and affairs seemed no better by five p.m.
next day, when we reached Peshawur. The apparent
corpse was lifted out of the bullock-train and carried
into the hospital dispensary (where a strong fire was
blazing) preparatory to papers being signed and arrange-
ments made for its final disposal. Whether it was the
heat of the fire before which he was placed, or whether
the vibriones had produced an antitoxin, I am not pre-
pared to argue ; but swe d Anotw that Borthwick recovered
consciousness while lving on the bed in that dispensary,
and that he whom we mourned as dead returned to life.
He served in the same military stations with me in the
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North-West Frontier till 1880, when he accompanied
me to the Calcutta Medical College, where we parted
company in February, 1882, I bound for Egypt and he
for frontier duty. At first we corresponded regularly,
but since 1885 we have lost touch of each other.”
“When the East Norfolk rl_-g_:i:':]ﬁ:]i was out cholera-
dodging in 1878, Colour-Sergeant T. Hall and Corporal
\W. Bellomy were sent into cantonments for burial as
cholera corpses in the Nowshera Cemetery. There was
some delay in the interment owing to a difficulty in
obtaining the wood necessary lor their coffins, so both
bodies were placed in the dead-house, which was gener-
ously sprinkled with disinfectants to ward off the risk
of contagion, First Hall and then Bellomy regained
consciousness, and were duly returned to duty. The
following year Bellomy was ‘invalided’ to England,
where [ understand he now enjoys the best of health.”

The UUndertakers’ fowrnal, May 22, 1895, has the
following :—

“The Reverend Harry Jones, in his reminiscences, and as a
London clergyman, declares his conviction that in times of panic
from fatal epidemics it is not unlikely that some people are buried
alive. Mr. _|-:||'||_':-; recalls 4 case within s kne -'.-.':g'4|-£;q' of a young
actually laid out

WO ]ll-lllll'l-lllll'!:l:. to be dead from choles
for the usual collecting cart to call from the undertakers, when a
neighbour happened to come in and lament over her. The story
contintes thus: “And 15 poor Sarah really dead:!’ she cried,
*Well,! said her mother, ‘she 15, and she will soon be fetched away ;
bt il- Vviou Can iy iIII}'|.|IZ1'l;.: Vol may |i,|1 :I_' .'\,I:I:I:l:e; on this per-
MSs10n, the Pri tical tﬁl"i;hhrnlll' ¢t about il]|'r!!l;.‘:'|}; f"'\-.ll.lh pr- lFI!Ir-tt|:.
with mustard. Sarah sat up, stung into renovated life, and so far
recovered as to marry ; fand I myself,” says Mr. Jones, * christened
four or five of her children in the course of the next few vears.'™
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NARROW ESCAPES IN SMALL-POX.
| remember an incident under this head I was able to
verifv, which caused some sensation at the time, occur-
ring during the Gloucester small-pox epidemic, in the
. believed to be dead of con-

early part of 1896, A chile
fluent small-pox, was removed from one of the small-
pox hospital wards to the mortuary, and next day an
attendant passing by heard a child crying, and gave
warning to one of the nurses. The little one was
promptly carried back to the ward, and recovered.

The Lancet of June 21, 1884, p. 1150, publishes the
following particulars from a London clergyman:

“T send you privately names and addresses, by means of which
vou can test, if you please, the accuracy of the following statements,
which [ forward for imsertion in your journal :

“Some vears since, a young man who had been attacked by
small-pox was declared by the medical man to be dead, and was
laid out for burial. The nurse, however, on payving a visit to the
supposed corpse, thinking there was something uncorpse-like about
its appearance, put a wine-glass over the mouth, and returning in a
quarter of an hour found 1t dimmed with breath. He was resusci
tated, and, so far as [ am aware, is stll living. He would now be
about forty-five. He is a farmer.

*A mother and her baby were 1ll of small-pox, and seemed
likely to die.  The grandmother, however, made the nurse promise
that if death appeared to ensue, and even if the medical man
pronounced either or both 1o be dead, she would put additional
blankets on the one or both, and leave them so till her (the grand.
mother's) return, which would not be till the next day. They both
appeared to die, and were declared dead by the doctor; but the
nurse did as she had promised, and the next day, when the grand.
mgther returned, they were both alive, and were both living not
very long since.

9
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* Some twenty years ago, | was told that about forty years
previously a young man, in a parish where [ was acquainted, was
put in a coffin as a person dead of small-pox ; but when the bell
wias tolling for his funeral, and he was about to be * screwed down,’
he got up and vacated the coffin, and lived several years after-
wards.

“The haste with which small-pox corpses are disposed of now-a-
days is to be deprecated. The only sure proof of death is decom-
position, and a law ought to be passed forbidding burial until signs
of it have appeared. Not very long since [ was in a churchyard
where a drain was being made round the chourch, and was not a
little struck with the horrified look of a labourer who came to the
vicar and stated that they had come on a skull face downward,
which, he said, put it beyond doubt that the person it had belonged
to had twrned in his coffin after burnal”

CoNsSUMPTION AND EFPILEPSY.

The Lanceté for July 23, 1888, cites the following
remarkable case :(—

“ The following details are given by the Cincinnati correzpondent
of the New Vork Aevald from Memphis, Tennesses :—Mrs. Dicie
Webb keeps a grocery store on Beale Street, and is well known
to hundreds. Two yvears ago John Webb, a son of Mrs. Webb,
married Sarah Kelly, a pretty girl, to whom the mother-in-law
became greatly attached. Before one year of their married life
had passed, Mrs. Webb, jun., was stricken with consumption,
and on several occasions came near dying. About a month ago
the young woman became very anxious to visit her parents in
Henderson County, and she was taken there. At first she appeared
much improved, and hopes were felt that her life might be pre
served through the summer, but two weeks ago last Tuesday a
telegram announced her death, and the husband hurried to her
parents' home. Three days later he returned with the corpse.
The mother-in-law pleaded so hard for a sight of the dead woman
that finally, despite the belief that the body was badly decomposed,
it was decided to open the coffin, While looking at the placid face,

T
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Alrs. Webb was terrified at '|rc!|--'|»=i:r'._h: the E}'El:-iln"i of the dead
woman slowly opening. The eyes did not have the stony stare of
death, nor the intelligent gleam of life. Mrs. Webb was unable to
utter a sound.  She could not move, but stood gazing at the grue-
it.  Her horror was increased when the supposed corpse

S0MeE 8
slowly sat upright, and, in an almost imaudible voice, sald, *Oh,
where am 17 At tlus the 'l'l.'l_':_‘i_li:'.:_: woman screamed.  Friends
who rushed into the room were almost paralysed at the sight, and
fled shrieking. But one bolder than the others returned and spoke
to the WOINAT, who .:].‘\-I\-C!""Ii to be laid on the bed. ”:l*—[i]:- 'ih{" WS
taken from the coffin and cared for. In the course of the day the
resurrected woman fully regained her mental powers. The day
following she related a wonderful story. She said she was
cognisant of all that occurred, and did not lose consciousness
until she was put aboard the train for Memphis. Socon after being
placed in her mother-in-law's house she came to her senses and

knew all that was passing. While her moiher-in-law was looking
at her she made a supreme effort to speak. Mrs. Webb lived a
number of days, when she again apparenily died. The doctors
pronounced her dead, and she was once more placed in the coffin.
While the mother-in-law was taking her final farewell she heard a
voice whisper, * Mother, don’t cry.)! Looking into the girl's face,
she saw the same look that she had noticed before. She called for
help, and several women responded. Some one cried, © Shake her ;
she's not dead.” In the excitement of the moment, the wamen, it
15 thought, shook the hfe out of the poor consumptive, and last
Saturday she was buried. The family and friends have endeavoured
to keep the matier quiet.”

From the Eclo, London, May 13, 1393.

“A woman at Limoges has just had a narrow escape of heing
buried alive here. She was subject to epileptic fits, and during
one of these a few days ago was pronounced to be dead. The
arrangements for interment were made in due course, and as
the coffin was being bormne into the church zome of the mourners
said they heard a knocking inside. The party listened, and
distimct taps were heard. No time was lost in wrenching off
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the lid of the coffin. It was thenm found that the woman was
alive and conscious, although terribly frightened at the awiful
ordeal through which she had passed. A doctor was quickly
in attendance, and under his direction the supposed corpse
was removed from the coffin and placed on a litter for con-
vevance home again."

A STRANGE BIT oF PErsonar HISTORY,

Dr. R. G. 5. Chew, of Calecutta, writing to the
author, says:—*In 1873 | was a student in the
Bishop's High School, Poonah (Bombay Presidency),
where [ used to be generally at the head of my
class, and when competing for the Science Prizes [
was fL:lEl}' determined to take the first |H:'i:-':i_‘ Or none
The Reverend Mr. Watson, Rector of St. Mary's
Church and Chaplain to our school, knew my dis-
position, and cautioned me against being too sanguine,
lest disappointment might tell very keenly. The disap-
|:|r-i|:1t|mr|:1l came, and with it much nervous excitability.
Hh-s:'i'."'r after this (Christmas, 1373) my {favourite sister
was seized with convulsions that carried her off. From
the moment of her decease to nearly a month after her
interment [ entirely lost the power of speech. On the
|L‘i:.' of the funeral [ was p;u':']nrll with thirst, but could
not drink, as the water seemed to choke me. My eyves
were burning and my head felt like bursting, but I
could neither sob nor crv. [ felt quite dazed, and
followed the pri wession to the cemeEtery, where [ stood
motionless by the open grave; but as soon as they
lowered the little coffin into its resting-place 1 threw
myself headlong into the grave and fainted away.
Some one pulled me out and carried me home, where |
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lay in a sort of stupor for nine days, during which Dr.
Donaldson attended me most patiently, and [ regained
consciousness, but was too weak to even sit up in bed.
On the 16th January, 1874, I felt a peculiar sensation as
of something filling up my throat—no swe

ling, no pain
nor anything that pointed to throat affection and
this getting worse and worse, in spite of everything,
| died, as was supposed, on the 18th of January, 1874,
and was laid out for burial, as the most careful examina-
tion failed to show the slizhtest traces of life. 1 had
been in this state for twenty hours, and in another three
hours would have been closed up for ever, when my
eldest sister, who was leaning over the head of my coffin
crying over me, declared she saw my lips move. The
friends who had come to take their last look at me
tried to persuade her it was only fancy, but as she per-
sisted, Dr. Donaldson was sent for to convinece her that
I was really dead. For some unexplained reason, he
had me taken out of the coffin and examined very
carefully from head to foot. Noticing a peculiar, soft,
fluctuating swelling at the base of my neck, just where
the clavicles meet the sternum, he went to his brougham,
came back with his case of instruments, and, before any
one could stop him or ask what he was going to do,
laid open the tumour and plunged in a trachectomy
tube, when a quantity of pus escaped, and, releasing the
pressure on the carotids and thyroid, was followed by a
rush of blood and some movement on my part that
startled the doctor, Restoratives were used, and [ was
slowly nursed back to life; but the tracheotomy tube
(I stell carry the scar) was not finally removed till
September, 1875."”
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WHy SHE was HAUNTED.

A lady, distinguished alike for her literary gifts as
well as for her ]rllihlnil'u'np}', sends me the fi llowing :—

“1 am much obligzed to you for sending me * Perils’
It is a terrible subject, and one that has haunted me all
my life, insomuch that I have never made a will without
inserting a clause requiring my throat to be cut before
[ am put underground. Of course, one can have no
reliance on doctors whatever, and I have myself known
a case in which a very eminent one insisted on a coffin
being screwed down because the corpse looked so hife-
like and full of colour that the friends could not hl.']]}
indulging in hopes.

“ My great-grandmother, after whom 1 am called, a
famous heiress, was a notable case of narrow escape. As
a girl she passed into a state of apparent death, and a
great funeral was ovdered for her. Among the guests
CRITE A VOoung :_:ir] friend, who insisted that she was not
dead, and raised such a stir that the funeral was post-
poned, and time was allowed to pass till the marvel
became that there were no rii;_fn'-' of t'tIELllgt;. [ could
never ascertain how long this comatose state lasted before
che recovered : but she déd recover, so thoroughly that
after her marriage with Richard Trench, of Garbuly, she
became the mother of twenty-two children. Obviously
this was no case of a feeble, hysterical, cataleptic subject.
[ will enclose photograph taken from a miniature of her
in a ring in my possession.

“ There was another case, well known in Ireland in
my yvouth, of a Colonel Howard, who had a hne place
{1 think it was called Castle Howard) in Wicklow. He

Wwas :-i|_;|i;||1-||.;-.|_'|;:| to be 4|l;_'.'1l!i., and a |L'EIE[ I-.'I.llﬁ:l'lfl was E'l*_'tllﬂ”:'l'
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made with his name and date of death on it; after which
Colonel Howard came to life, and had the plate of the
coffin fixed over his kitchen chimney as a warning to

his servants not to bury people in a hurry.”

STARTLING RKESURRECTIONS.
From the London Ecke, March 3, 1806

“A letter from Constantinople, in the Politische Korrespondens,
gives a remarkable case of an apparent death which would have
ended in a premature burial but for the high ecclesiastical position
of the person concerned. On the 3rd of this month, Nicephorus
Cilyeas, the Greek-Orthodox Metropolitan of Lesbos, an old man
in his eightieth year, after several days of confinement to his bed,
was teported by the physician to be dead. The supposed dead
bishop, in accordance with the rules of the Orthodox Church, was
immediately clothed in his episcopal vesiments, and placed upon
the Metropolitan's throne in the great church of Methymni, where
the body was exposed to the devout faithful during the day, and
watched by relays of priests day and night. Crowds streamed
into the church to take a last look at their venerable chiel pastor.
On the second night of “ the exposition of the corpse,” the Metro-
politan suddenly started up from his seat and stared round him
with amazement and horror at all the panoply of death amidst
which he had been seated. The priests were not less haorrified
when the *dead’ bishop demanded what they were doing with
him. The old man had simply fallen into a death-like lethargy,
which the incompetent doctors had hastily conclueded to be death,
He is now as hale and hearty as can well be expected from an
octogenarian. But here it is that the moral comes in. If
Nicephorus Glycas had been a layman he would most certainly
have been buried alive. Faortunately for him, the Canon Law of
the Orthodox Church does not allow a bishop to be buried earlier
than the third day after his death ; whereas a layman, according
to the ancient Eastern custom, is generally buried about twelve
hours after death has been certified. The excitement which has
been aroused by the prelate’s startling resurrection may tend to
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sef men thinking more seriously about the frequent probability of
the cruel horror of the interment of living persons.”

The above-mentioned facts have been authenticated
for the author by Dr. Franz Hartmann, of Hallein,
Austria.

Speaking on the subject of premature burial the other
day, a well-known London publisher told the author that
he personally knew a lady, the daughter of a British
Consul, who had been taken for dead on two separate
OCCasIons. On the Arst oceasion the |.'|,r]:c had been
placed in her coffin, and the lid screwed down ready for
interment. A friend who had known the supposed
deceased called to condole with the family, and said—
“1 shouled like to have a last look at dear L.

- if .'|.'I:II,I
will only permit me." The lid was accordingly removed,
and the visitor detected, as it seemed to her, signs of life
in her friend ; she was taken out of her coffin, put in a
warm bath, and recovered. Some vears later the same
lady fell into a cataleptic state after a fever, and was taken
for dead. Preparations had been made for the funeral
in both instances, but delayed beyond the usual time for
interment. She returned to consciousness, and is now
living.

Equally remarkable is a case quoted by the Brifish
Medical fournal, March 12, 1892, p. 577.

“The Temps publishes a case of premature burial prevented by
the daughter of the suppozed dead man, who, on kissing her father,
perceived that his body was not cold.  The funeral corfige was
on the point of starting. Suitable measures restored the man to
consciousness, and he opened his eves and utiered one or two
words, His condition is serious, but he is alive. This incident
pccurred at Vagueray, near Lyons.”




AT THE LAST MOMENT.

STRANGE AND VARIED EXPERIENCES.

The Dazly Telegraph, January 26, 1889, reports :—

“A Rochester correspondent telegraphs that a woman named
Girvin, living at Burham, near Rochester, has just had a narrow
escape of being buried alive. She fell into a kind of trance, which
was mistaken for death. The coffin was ordered, and the uwsual
preparations made for a funeral. But while a number of the
relatives were gathered at the bedside bewailing their bereave-
ment, the supposed corpse startled them by suddenly rising up in
bed and asking what was the matter. The woman is making
:_[1,|-u-|_t E;lrr_l:-_:rg::-.h |;|_:1.\",'|.|'|.55 1‘:;nx'n]¢:-'.rﬂn:'1:.':

And on July 6, 188g, the same journal says :—

“Our St. Leonards correspondent telegraphs :—About a week
ago the wife of a well-known tradesman 1in 5t. Leonards fell ill,
and on Monday night last the doctor gave his opinion that she
could not live through the next day. On Tuesday morning at ten
o'clock the doctor pronounced his patient dead, the nurse who was
in attendance confirming the opinion. The intimation of death
naturally created great distress among the friends of the woman,
who was laid out in grave-clothes, washed, and prepared for burial,
and, being a Roman Catholic, a crucifix was placed in her hand as
she lay on her bier.  When it was announced that the woman was
dying, a priest was sent for ; buot he could not atend, as he was
out of the town at the time.

*Abeut a guarter to ten on Tuesday night the nurse entered the
room without a light for the purpose of getting something which
she knew where to find.  Whilst in the darkened chamber she was
startled to hear a slight cry proceeding from the bed where the
bexly lay, and she rushed from the room in a terrible fright. The
widower, hearing the scream of fright, rushed into the chamber
with a light, and was astounded to find that his wife had raised
herself up in the bed on her elbow. She faintly uttered the words,
“Where am [’ and again relapsed into a heavy sleep. The
opportunity was seized of changing the shroud for proper habili-
ments, and in about an hour and a half she woke again perfectly
conscious. Next morning she was told of what had occurred, but
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was quite ignorant of everything that had passed, thinking she had
only bad a long sleep.  She is now doing well, and it is hoped she
will soon be restored to health and strength.  The doctor describes
the case as the most remarkable be has ever met with in his
experience.”

The Ecke, January 1803, tells the sStory of a woman's
awful experience :—

*An extraordinary afiair is reported from Heap Bridge, Hey-
wond,  Yesterday a woman was supposed to have died, and she
was washed, laid out, and measured for her coffin, a piece of linen
being placed over her mouth. Eight hours later, however, as two
women were engaged in the room, the supposed corpse blew the
linen away, and raised herself up in bed. The two women were
terribly frightened, and in their hasty retreat both twmbled down-
stairs, and are now suffering from slight injuries, as well as shock.
Some ume eclapsed before any one else could be induced 1o enter
the house, but eventually several persons went in iogether, and
found the woman sull sittiing up in bed. She was exceedingly
weak.  Later, however, she succumbed, and the doctor expressed
the opinion that her death was accelerated by shock. During the
night the woman conversed with her son, who had carried her
upstairs for dead, and told him of the awful sensation she felt whilst
unalble to speak during the washing and laying out of her body.”

The Daily T.-'e".-.;.-:"rr.l‘.l‘.'f:', London, December 12, 15g3,
mentions the following weird occurrence :

“ Berlin, December 11.

“ From Militsch, in Silesia, an extraordinary case of trance is
reported. It seems that, owing to the grave not being in readiness,
some delay occurred in the burial of a lady (the wife of a major in
the army) who to all appearance had died. On the fourth day
after the lady's supposed death the maid was placing fresh flowers
round the coffin, when she was much startled at seeing the body
move, and finally assume an erect position. The lady had evi-
dently been in a state of coma during the past four days, and
narrowly escaped being buried alive”
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GRUESOME DETAILS,

How near a person may be to a terrible and ghastly
death-strugele for a briefl period, in which a liletime
seems concentrated amid the hopelessness and helpless-
ness of despair, ean, to some extent, be measured by the
records of the apparently fateful accidents which have,
at the last moment, saved the sufferers from their awful
doom.

A medical correspondent writes to Cassell’s Magazine,
September 20, 1896, as follows :—

“1 once witnessed a curious case of rescue from premature
burial. The patient was a young woman of nervous temperament,
who was greatly affected by the death of her brother. On the day
of the funeral, while standing by the coffin, she suddenly fell as
one dead. Several physicians present declared she had died from
heart-failure. When called, [ insisted that the young woman was
alive. Applying the stethoscope to her heart, [ ultimately observed
a slight indication of life. Equally slight indications were
apparent at various nerve-centres.  After two days’ treatment the
young woman spoke, She described all that had occurred around
her, even her sensations as the doctors were debating as to the
reality of her death. But she could not contrive to indicate the
terror she felt at the thought of the terrible fate which awaited her
should her condition remain undiscovered.”

.‘i‘ngitill The .."]'.lrl'i'}'?ﬂ-i'."‘,f;‘ Leader, December 4. I90I,
reports a telegram thus :—

* Lisbon, Sunday.

“Donna Maria Gavazzo has had a marvellous escape from being
buried alive, under circumstances which are to say the least
mysierious,

“1t was announced that she was dead, and the interment was to
have taken place to.day. At the cemetery the last funeral rites
were being performed over the bier, when the officiating priest
believed he heard a sigh proceeding from the coffin.
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*“At his direction the cofiin was at once opened, when it was
found that Donna Maria was alive,

“ A further inguiry into the details of the case will certainly be
necessitated.”

The Westminster Gazette, March 16, 1901, states :—

“A narrow escape from being buried alive is reported from
Tulle. A girl; who had been il for some time, fell into a state of
coma. On Sunday night respiration ceased, the body became
cold, and she was, to all appearance, dead. She was accordingly
laid out in her best clothes, and her grave and coffin were ordered,
when, to the terror of her relatives, the supposed corpse began to
move, and a few minutes later sat up.  She had a fit when she was
told it was thought she was dead. 1t is now expected she will
recover.—Lhalsiel"

Mr. Thomas W. Wright, of Avenue House, Holly
Park, Crouch Hill, N., writes as follows, May 2, 1go1 :—

“1 know of two or three cases, one of a woman who has now
reached a great age, who, when she was about tharty vears old, was
about to be *serewed down" in her coffin, but fortunately moved in
time to prevent the undertakers from completing their work. 1
don't know much about the question, but it seems to me that
medical men are much to blame when they sign certificates of
death without taking the trouble to see whether their patient is
dead ; a serious fine or imprisonment in cases of such negligence
might perhaps check the custom.”

These are sentiments with which every thinking person
will cordially agree.




CHAPTER V.

FORMALITIES AND THEIEK FATAL
CONSEQUENCES.

WHENEVER graveyards have been removed, owing to
the rapid expansion of towns, in America, or examined
elsewhere, unmistakable evidences of premature burial
have been disclosed, as will be seen in this volume
bodies have been found turned upon their faces, the
limbs contorted, with hair dishevelled, the clothing torn,
the flesh mutilated, and coffins broken by the inmates
in their mad endeavour to escape after returning con-
sciousness, to terminate life only in unspeakable mental
and physical agonies, It may be said that every grave-
yard has its traditions, but the facts are carefully con-
cealed lest th:*j.' should reach the ears of the relatives, or
incriminate the doctors who had with such confidence
certified to actual deaths which were only apparent. [t
is not, however, the custom to remove graveyards in
Europe until all possibility of such discoveries has dis-
appeared. To reopen a grave is to break the seal of
domestic grief. There is a widespread belief that where
a coffin, with a duly certified corpse—dead or alive—has
been screwed up, it must not be opened without an
authorization from a magistrate, mayor, or other official,
and many people have been suffocated in their coffins
while waiting for this formality. Common sense, under
the circumstances, seems to be often paralysed.
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ACCORDING TO ENGLISH Law.
In England it has been decided, Reg. #. Sharpe
(I Dearsley and Bell, 160), to be a misc

emeanour to
disinter a body without lawiul ;Lulhrrril_r, even where the
motive of the offender was pious and laudable; and a too
rigorous interpretation of this and similar enactments
in other countries has led to the suffocation of many
unfortunate victims of a mistaken medical diagnosis,
whose lives, by prompt interposition, might have been
saved,
THEY WAITED FOR THE KEY.

Kippen, in his work, entitled * Information Relative
to Persons who have been Buried Alive,” Halle, 1795,
dedicated to His Majesty the King of Prussia, Frederick
William III., quotcs the ﬁﬂ]qm‘ing amongst a ]Fll'gt‘
number of cases of premature burial :—* In D——, the
Baroness F—— died of small-pox. She was kept in
her house three days, and then put in the family vault.
After a time, a noise of knocking was heard in the vault,
and the voice of the Baroness was also heard. The
authorities were informed ; and instead of opening the
door with an axe, as could have been done, the key was
sent for, which took three or four hours before the
messenger returned with it.  On opening the vault it
was found that the lady was lying on her side, with
evidences of having suffered terrible agony.”

THEY ALL WAITED FOrR ONE ANOTHER.

Struve, in his essay on “ Suspended Animation,” 1803,
p. 71, relates the following :—* A beggar arrived late at
night, and almost frozen to death, at a German village,
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and observing a schoolhouse open, resolved to sleep
there. The next moming the schoolboys found the
poor man sitting motionless in the room, and hastened,
affrichted, to inform the schoolmaster of what they had
seen. The villagers, supposing the beggar to be dead,
interred him in the evening. During the nmight the
watchman heard a knocking in the grave, accompanied
by lamentations. He gave information to the bailiff of
the village, who declined to listen to his tale. Soon
afterwards the watchman returned to the grave, and
again heard a hollow noise, interrupted by sighs. He
once more hastened to the magistrate, earnestly solicit-
ing him to cause the grave to be opened ; but the latter,
being irresolute, delayed this measure till the next
morning, when he applied to the sheriff, who lived at a
distance from the village, in order to obtain the necessary
directions. He was, however, obliged to wait some
time before an interview took place. The more judicious
sheriff severely censured the magistrate for not having
opened the grave on the information from the watchman,
and desired him to return and cause it to be opened
without delay. On his arrival, the grave was immedi-
ately opened ; but, just Heaven! what a sight! The
poor, wretched man, after having recovered in the grave,
had expired for want of air. In his anguish and despera-
tion he had torn the flesh from his arms. All the
spectators were struck with horror at this dreadful
scene.”
THEY WAITED FOR THE DOCTOR,

An authentic case, on which Devergie has made an
elaborate report (“ Ann. d'Hyg." 1870, 2, 310) occurred
near Morlaix, in France. “A woman died. as it was
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supposed, from cholera. She was seen while ill by a
medical man, but not after the supposed death. She
was placed in a coffin in an hour, and buried in sixteen
hours. During the interment a noise was heard in the
coffin. Time was lost in sending for a medical man, and
the coffin was not opened until he arrived. The shroud
was found twisted and folded about the neck and feet,
as if struggles had been made, and there was a quantity
of liquid on it, which had issued from the mouth and
nostrils during efforts made to breathe. The body was
warm. and the |rt|]ﬂ£lii|:l11:< of the heart had not 1‘f-|'|lp]|:u']_'.'
ceased, but it was too late, every effort at resuscitation
failed.”
THEYy WAITED FOR THE HOME SECRETARY.

The Undertakers fournal, November 22, 1380, relates
the following —* An [!Z\:h'illirllil'.lill'_'l.' story is ]'I.,'|J'!'II'I;I;'t|
from Tredegar, South Wales. A man was buried at
Cefn Golan ‘._'l::ltll.'tl..'l'_'u'. and it is alleged that some of
those who took part in carrying the body to the burial-
eround heard knocking inside the coffin. No notice was
taken of the affair at the time, but 1t has now come up
again, and the rumour has caused a painful sensation
throughout the district. It is stated that application
has been made to the Home Secretary for permission

to exhume the hl|[|_k'."

THEY WAITED FOR THE PRIEST,

Dr. Franz Hartmann, in his * Premature Burial,” pp.
10 and 44, relates the two following cases :—*In the
vear 1856 a man died in an Hungarian village. It is
customary there to dig the graves in rows. As the
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gravedigger was making the new grave he heard sounds
as of knocking proceeding from a grave where a man
had been buried a few days previously., Terrified, he
went to the pPriest; and with the |:-L'i-.'-T. to the |:u|fn'.
At last permission was granted to open the grave; but
by that time its occupant had died in reality. The fact
that he had been buried alive was made evident by the
condition of the b u:I_\', and |::.' the wounds which the
man had inflicted upon himself by biting his shoulders
and arms.

“THEY WAITED FOR THE POLICE.

“In a small town in Prussia, an undertaker, hiving
within the limits of the cemetery, heard during the
night cries proceeding from within a grave in which
a 'IJ{‘I"‘-»I'IIII ]‘.HIE |:II.'II".'. I:J!.IIEI.'liL 01 1...l'll.' :'JI-:."L|-“-|.I"\- ':l-il_'l.. .\:"!:
daring to interfere without permission, he went to the

wlice and reported the matter. When, after a oreat
I f E

deal of xh:L'L} - the !L'-ilj'.'n:cl for: ties were fulflled and
permission granted to open the grave, it was found that
the man had been buried alive, but that he was now
dead. His body, which had been cold at the time of
the funeral, was now warm and |:':x'|*r]i1~.;_; from many
wounds, where he had skinned his hands and head in
his :«'il'l.l:,i:;'h'-; to free himsell before suffocation made an

end to his misery."”
THEY WarTep FivE Hours For ax ORDER.

A medical correspondent communicates to the author

i.'f-ill't['l':ll.li'll'.ﬁ of the fi |||| 'I'."i”i':- case. which oce ||:'|'.;'|] at :"1'='|_|..-:_
burg, Austria :—" Some children were playing in the

Luzergasse Cemetery, and their attention was attracted
10
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by knocking sounds in a newly-made grave. They
informed the gravedigger of it, and he secured permis-
sion to open the grave from whence the sounds seemed
to come. A man had been buried there at two p.m.
that day. The formalities of the permission to open the
grave delayed it till seven p.m., when, on opening the
coffin, the body was found to be bent completely over
forwards, and was frightfully distorted and bleeding from
places on the hands and arms, which seemed to have
been gnawed by the man's own teeth. The medical
experts who were called in to examine the case declared
that the man had been buried alive.”

THEY WAITED FOR THE Mavor.

From the Undertakers ‘and Funeral Divectors' fournal,
January 22, 1887 :—* Another shocking case of prema-
ture burial is reported; the distressing incident took
place at Saumur, in France. A young man suddenly
died, at least to all appearance, and his burial was
ordered to take place as soon as possible. The crogue-
mords, or undertaker's men, who carried the coffin to the
grave, thought |:|11'.:|' heard a noise like knocking under
its lid, yet, being afraid of creating a panic among the
ed the funeral, they went on with

people who attenc
their burden. The coffin was duly placed in the grave,
but, as the earth was |H:in;_{ thrown upon it, unmistakable
sounds of knocking was heard by everybody. The
mayor, however, had to be sent for before the coffin
could be opened, and some delay occurred in the arrival
of that official. When the lid was removed, the horrible
discovery was made that the unfortunate inmate had
only just died from asphyxia. The conviction is

i
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spreading that the terrible French law requiring speedy
interment ought to be modified without delay.”

THEY WAITED FOR THE MAGISTRATE.

Mr. William Harbutt, School of Art, Bath, writes to
me, November 27, 1895 =—* The copies of the pamphlet
“The Perils of Premature Burial, by Professor Alex.
Wilder, vou kindly sent me are in circulation. Almost
every one to whom I mention the subject knows some
instances. One, a case at Radstock, twelve miles from
Bath, where the bearers at the funeral heard noises
inside the coffin, but were afraid to open it without the
authority from a magistrate. When it was opened next
day the appearance of the body showed that he had
|_‘:u;_:-;_“.'| |,‘.ul-r-|||u|:| ;.-|i'.'u, ;ulu:] |'|.a|:] ]1::r1 i 1_-._'|'1'i|,:u]-.* :-'»!:l'l!;_;:{]-.: to
l:_":‘-i{_‘:il.['I':"..LI

THEY WAITED ForR THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES.

From the Star, London, May 13, 1895 :—“ A woman
who was believed to have died the 1f,|:~' before was be-
ing buried at Doussard, when the gravedigger, who was

ETFares

in filling up the grave, distinctly heard knock-
il'lg: l.'“lnll:::__-_' from the coffin. He called a man who was
'.‘.'l:ll'lh'ill"-.: near, and he came and listened, and heard the
knocking also. It was then about nine o'clock in the

morning. The knoc!

g continued, and they listened
for about half an hour, when it occurred to one of them
that lht‘}' nught tor o -lm‘u'l.hh'u__',, so they went to inform
the local authorities. The curé of the village was the first
to arrive on the scene : but as no one had any ;u:l:||r.-_-1'1.1,,-
to exhume the body the coffin was not taken up. All
that was done was to bore some holes in the lid with a
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drill in such a way as to admit of air. By mid-day all
the necessary formalities had been gone through, and it
was decided at last to open the coffin. This was done;
but whether the unfortunate woman was still alive at
this time is doubtful. Some of those present affirm that
she was. They state that they saw a little colour come
into her cheeks, and the eyes open and shut.  One thing
is certain—viz. : that when at half-past six in the evening
it was finally decided to consult a doctor, the practitioner
summaoned declared that death had taken place not
mote than Ave or six hours before. [t was thought that
had the coffin been opened directly the sounds were
heard the woman's life mi;_;hl have been saved, and she
“'E'II,]ET' ]}.ﬂlﬁ.: |]-l_"i_"'|] :‘-illlil.l'{'il ]]1'[]["-3 Illj- i.I'IIi.l:_:'-'\-I:'I'!IhFI.hI!l" torture
and suffering.”

THEY WAITED—DBUT WERE PROMPT.

The Paris edition of the Newe Verd Herald, May 14,
1895, says:—*The case of the woman buried alive at
,".,nm-c-_r, in the Haute-savoie, the other tlel}', has almost
found a pendant at Limoges. A woman, belonging to
the village of Laterie, died, to all appearance at least, a
few days ago. After the body had been placed in a
coffin, it was transported to the village church. On the
way the bearers heard sounds proceeding from it, and at
once sent for the mayor, who ordered it to be opened.
The woman was found to be suffering from eddampsia,
which had been mistaken for death by her relatives.”

When will people learn to exercise common sense,
and remember that life is more valuable than red tape,
and the spirit of human pity and practical sympathy of
greater moment than the lettter of l‘lllg]'iﬁ]'l law ?




CHAPTER FVIf.

PREMATURE BURIAL OF DOUBTFUL
EASHS:

THERE is a great and natural reluctance on the part of
medical ]:-1'.'i|:'l.i1.il1|h'|'-'- to admit that fé‘lt‘}' have made
mistakes in death-certification, particularly in any one
of the various forms of death counterfeits, or suspended
animation. It should be noted that am: st the lectures
delivered on special occasions, such as the opening of the
medical schoals, the subjects of trance and the danger of
premature burial are conspicuous by their absence;
allusion to these subjects is of rare occurrence, nor does
the study of this abstruse branch of medicine, so far as
can be ascertained, form part of any medical curriculum.
In the hil:-]iug_ja'.‘!]ﬁ!}' at the end of this volume, extensive
asit 15, | can hardly refer to a single instance. Dr. Franz
Hartmann, whose work on “ Buried Alive” has passed
§ through two English and one German editions, informs
me that the same reticence is observable in the medical
schools of Germany:.

Many medical men do not belicve in death-trance.
They declare that they have never seen such a case, and
in their judgment, when a sick patient ceases to breathe,
when volition is suspended, and the stethoscope reveals
no signs of cardiac action, the death is real, and the case
beyond recovery. But the reader will already have

gathered, from the results of inquiry in many countries
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disclosed in the foregoing pages, that such evidence is
not m itself sufficient to justify the risk of possible
live sepulture. There should be no sign, nor any collec-
tion of signs, deemed of sufficient weight, apart from the
process of decomposition.

Was SHE DEADR?

As an instance of the justifiable uneasiness caused by
the neglect of this simple precaution, we quote from the
Medical Tomes, London, 1860, vol, i, p. 65.

“A lady entering wpon the ninth month of pregnancy died of
pneumonia. All the other phenomena of death ensued, except
that the colour of the face was unusually hife-like. On the Afteenth
dav from that of death there was not the least cadaveric odour
t'rr;n: the corpse, nor had its appearance much altered, and it was
only on the sixteenth day that the lips darkened. The temperature
of the atmosphere had undergone many changes dunng the time
mentioned, but although there had been frost for a short period,
the weather was in general damp and cold.”

This lady may have been dead, but—she may not.
What we maintain is, that the burial laws should have
been such as to make it certain that she was dead before
interment, by the appearance of general decomposition.
And 1t must be obvious to the least reflective reader
that in countries where burial follows quickly upon
supposed death {as in Turkey, France, and ]Jn]}', S0Mme
parts of Ireland, and throughout India), or where there
is no compulsory examination of the dead (as in the
United States or the United Kingdom), and amongst
people like the Jews (since Jewish custom enjoins speedy
interment), and especially in cases of sudden death
(where attempts at resuscitation are rare), the number
of premature burials may be considerable.
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DEATH'S COUNTERFEIT.

We are not oblivious of the fact that a body may
present the most life-like appearance for a considerable
period—in one case on record as long as twenty-eight
days—in spite of the presence of the usual signs of death.
Taylor, in his standard work, “The Principles and
Practice of Medical Jurisprudence,” cites a case in point,
well authenticated, in which, on the eighteenth day
after every sign of respiration and circulation had ceased,
the lips presented their usual red colour, and, although
the body was in a warm room, there was no disagreeable
odour and no cadaveric ecchymosis, neither was the slow
cooling nor progressive rigidity observed. The reality
of death, by the signs of putrefaction, did not become
apparent until the twentieth day. The author, com-
menting upon this case, says :—* Had this patient fallen
into the hands of ignorant nurses or attendants, instead
of ;]l'l3|:.!'4¢illiiilz men, it 13 l:rtr]:ul.h]t' t|'|;a1_ 1]':1: ]IIiIE:.' 111iy|h:
have been consigned to the grave in two or three |:|.;1_'.'-'.
Although, as the event subsequently proved, this would
not have furnished another instance of the premature
interment of a hiving person, yet the proper course in all
doubtful cases is to wait until that doubt has been
satisfactorily resolved by the appearance of the obvious

:5['}_,:1]5 of ﬂl:.:L‘.'rnT‘l'lm.-i'.[n:".-,”
AMERICA'S UGLY REGULATION.

In the United States, while there is no law, as in
France, enforcing burial within a prescribed number
of days, it is the custom of civil authorities, under
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regulations made ]J:.-' the DBoards of Health, to compel
interments, if delayed beyond a few days.

Particulars of the following case were sent me by a
physician, January 17, 1804 :—

“ Mrs. John Emmens, of North Judson, Ind., was taken suddenly
ill, and apparently died, a week ago. Her husband desired to keep
the body for a few days, to make sure of death. It seems that her
mother went mmto a trance for four days, rallied, and lived hive
vears : also that her prandfather on her mother's side, after having

been pronounced dead for six days, awoke, and lived for twenty-

three vears.  Mrs. Emmons’s body was kept until Saturday, when,
on the demand of the physician and numerous residents, it was
mterred.  Durning the time between Monday and Saturday the
body did not become rigid. Mortification did not 2et 10, and she
was laid to rest without waiting for that, the surest of all tests, to
take place. Many are of the opinion that the woman has been
buried alive.”

There are many cases like the above on record, in
which, although there is no absolute proof of premature

burial, there is strong presumptive evidence of it.

A LONDON ILLUSTRATION.

The following aj pi,u_-arw] in Frutk (London)y on
May 23, 1805 ; it forms but an example of many similar
instances of which the writer has heard :

#The other day | gave a story showing the difficolty of obtaining
a gosi-morferm examination afier a doctor has once certified the
cause of death. One of my readers caps it with a gruesome
narrative of which this iz the outline; A man lately died in
London. The coffin had to be removed by ral, and was to be
closed on the fourth dav after the death. My informant, taking a
last look at the deceased, was struck by the complete absence of
all the ordinary signs of death at such a period.  In particular, he
states that there was no rigidity in any part of the body, and there
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was a perceptible tinge of colour in the forehead. He went over
to the doctor who had attended the deceased, described all the
signs that he had observed, and begged him o come and look
at the body before the coffin was closed. The doctor absolutely
refused, saying that he had given his certificate, and had no
doubt as to the man’s death. The friend then sugwested that he
might himsell open a vein and see if blood flowed, to which the

doctor replied that, if he did so without the authority of the widow,
he would be indictable for felony. *Whereupon,' says my informant,
who was only a friend of the family, *1 had to retire baffled, and
let matters take their course.’ Why on earth he did not take the
widow into his confidence, or risk an indictment for felony by
opening a vein on his own account, or even summon another
dector, he does not say. [ trust that, should any friend of mine
see my coffin albout to be screwed down under similar circim-
stances, and find equal cause o doubt whether I am dead, he
will summon up courage to stick a pin into me, and chance the
consequences.  This, however, has nothing to do with the doctor's
responsibilities. It would seem that the medico in this case was
either so confident in his own opinion as to decline even to
wilk across the road to investigate the extraordinary symptoms
described to him, or else that he preferred the chance of the man
Leing buried alive to the chance of having 1o admit he had made
a mistake. Which alternative is the worst [ do not know.'

CAUTION IN FRAXCE

The Gawlets (Paris), of May 16, 1894, contains the
following, which manifests a laudable exception to the
]t.:gﬂ] custom llf-::t&fln'{':';‘.-:_'; ﬂ[u_ﬂ_:-:l_'.,' interment :—

“The funeral of the Comtesse de :I.'Il’l'l:ll', whose death was
reported to have taken place on Saturday, was fixed for to-morrow,
but it.will probably be postponed. None of the usual signs of
dissolution have appeared ; the face still retains its coloor, and
#igor smiorifs has not vet set in. Some hope is even entertained
that the Comtesse may be simply in & state of catalepsy, and that
the embolis, to which death was attributed, may have lodged in

- =
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the lungs, not in the heart, in which case it may merely have
caused a stoppage of the circulation (s/z). The body had not been
placed in the coffin up to a late hour last night.”

AN AUSTRIAN INCIDENT.

One of the authors was present on :I.I..'i_}' 14, 1804,
with a company of ladies and gentlemen gathered at
a country mansion in the Austrian Tyrol for afternoon
tea, when the conversation turned upon the subject of
premature burial. Among other cases related, the host
described that of one of his servants, a woman, who
went to bed with toothache, a long scarf being wrapped
around her face and neck. As she did not appear the
following morning, our host entered her room, and
found her, as he supposed, strangled to death by the
scarf tightly wound about her neck. A doctor was
summoned, when he found that the woman was warm
and limp, her face soft and coloured as in life; yet, as
there was no respiration or perceptible wrist-pulse, nor
beating of the heart, he 1'|_~5::|_rd|_~|§ her as dead, and
thought it would be proper to bury her. The host had
doubts, however, abaut the case, and, having decided to
observe i f1||'t]:q‘t', he had the woman removed to an
outhouse, where she remained three days longer without
any change in her appearance or conditioh in any way
But as there was considerable impatience felt at the
lIt!I.‘!:.' of the burial by the |r:--351|:' on the estate, the host
sent for two doctors to make a final examination of the
woman, and decide as to the existence ol life or death.
The doctors found that no change had taken place—
there was soltness of the skin, colour in the face, limp-

ness of the muscles, and an unmistakable warmth of the
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body ; but as there was an absence of apparent respir-
ation and beating of the heart, they decided that the
woman was dead, and urged her burial, which was done.
They attributed the high temperature to the process of
decomposition which they assumed was going on, though
there was no odour of putrefaction noticed by anyone.

The possibility is that this woman was buried alive.
And, in the present state of medical education on the
subject of apparent death and the causes that bring it
about, many physicians would have come to a like
conclusion ; but, as physicians generally know very little
about it, they are not on their guard concerning its
dangers.

A number of cases of apparent death that have
survived—where there was strangulation from a scarf
as in this case—have been reported. The explanation
in such cases is, that the presssure of the scarl around
the neck keeps the venous blood from flowing down
from the brain through the jugular veins, and the brain.
in consequence, becomes saturated with carbonic acid gas
from the detained venous blood, and a death-like stupor,
caused by carbonic acid poisoning, ensues. Artificial
respiration should in all such cases be resorted to.

A Poor CONSOLATION.

A leading West End undertaker, whose letter is
before me, writes under date of June 26, 1896, as
follows :—* In my experience [ have had but one case
come under my personal observation where | had real
uncertainty as to death being actually present, and that
was an instance of the kind in which this calamity is
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only likely, in my opinion, to occur. A girl who had
been to work in Borwick’s factory apparently fainted
and died, and within a few days the friends buried her.
When we came to close the coffin, there was no evidence
of death, and we did not close it without having a doctor
sent for, and receiving his assurance that she was dead.
When reading the fatal cases which have come to light
upon this subject, I must confess to looking back upon
that instance with much fear, and it is but a poor con-
solation to me that the responsibility was not mine, but

the medical man's,
WHY THE SCEITIC SCORES.

-J.-]'.I'L' I-I:']'l';_'h"i.li]}:_’;' CaASEs ang 'I'IL!IL‘]I'I"Z]L‘:EI hL‘l:_'ilLI!'il:_: t]!l_‘:'.' LS

types of a class that nu;u'l}' EVETY [:]L}'Hiui;u:. undertaker,
clergyman, or other observer has met with or heard of,
and the probabilitics, having regard to the existing con-
tusion and uncertainty of opinion on the signs of death,
are on the side of apparent rather than real death. On
the other hand, a medical correspondent informs the
author that he is sceptical as to the reported cases of
narrow escapes, as on more than one occasion his efforts
Lo ~.'4'11"."j.' the facts have '|u'1'l'.'t.‘.-:] abortive. o [t must ke
admitted that there are difficulties in the way of such
INGUIries If the L.L:h_iuc't of trance, or narrow BSCAPE
from burial, is a lady, publicity injures her prospects of
marriage ; and if a voung man, his reputation for busi-
ness stability is endangered or prejudiced ; so that this
reticence on the part of relatives is hardly surprising.
Such persons do not like their gruesome and unpleasant

experiences to be talked about.




CHAPTER VL

PREDISPOSING CAUSES AND CONDITIONS
OF DEATH-COUNTERFEITS.

THOSE who are most subject to the various forms of
death-counterfeit are persons whose vocations exhaust
the nervous force faster than the natural powers of
recuperation, or who resort to narcotics and stimulants
to counteract the EJ!I_’ﬁ.'aiL.‘éLl L|.<_‘|J1'L‘r-wil.ill consequent upon
nervous exhaustion. Then there is the hysterical
class—principally females, who take but little nourish-
ment, and who allow their imaginations to run riot upon
every gloomy subject which arrests them, until the ner-
vous system becomes prostrate, and they fall into
a state of EL‘i]];li':_,_f:.'. Those ;_fi'.'l‘.ll to ilztiminj_{, ;::,:;u'n,
or those in whom the heart has [JI'HLZiiL'.'ur'l}' failed from

shock or loss of blood—as in recorded cases of

soldiers dying upon the battle-feld from wounds, and
who have been brought back to life as long as twelve
days afterwards. Plague, cholera, typhoid have been
fruitful sources of such partial inhibition of the heart's
action, and many are the gruesome narratives of burials
of Persons in a state of coma iu'i:-'-il]g‘ from such causes.
One shudders to t?l11'l1,t‘]’]1]'r!.il.'.L_! the ]]IJ*—C:-C”']”I-[I-(:':-' and
probabilities connected with the hasty burials during
epidemics of the early part of last and the previous
century, especially in cases where many bodies were
hurried into a common grave.
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MEDICAL EXPERIENCE.

In an address delivered I:}' Dir. Alexander Wilder, as
president, before a State medical society in the Hall of
the House of Assembly in the State of New York, at
Albany, he said :—

=

“We exhaust our energies by overwork, by teo much

excitement, overtaxing of the brain and nervous system,
insufficient resting from labour, the use of tobacco,
alcohol, and sedatives or anasthetics, and by irregular
and improper habits, which hasten the Three Sisters in
cutting off the fatal thread. .'1'I.'|PIIE1]L',\{:L', ]Ii'l]:-\-:n', L-|+[|L'p:-_~.'
are thus likely to prostrate us at any moment: and
c‘;11:1|c:p.¢}',ln an extent of which few are aware, 15 not
far from any of us."

Equally, if not even more likely, to be overtaken by
these simulacra ol death are the poor—the ill-fed, ill-
conditioned, and overworked classes.

With regard to the causation of catalepsy, Dr. W. E.
Gowers, i Quain’s * i]it'!i--n.'LT_'.' of Medicineg," p. 216,
says :(—" Nervous exhaustion 15 the commen predis-
ponent ; and emotional disturbance, especially religious
excitement, or sudden alarm, and blows op the head and
back, are frequent immediate causes. It :-:'1':|.-iu1:;||1:.'
occurs in the course of mental affections, especially in

melancholia, and as an early symptom of epilepsy.”
FAINTING FITS.

Dr. James Curry, F.AS. in his “Observations on
Apparent Death,” pp. 81, 82, referring to those con-
ditions and diseases which predispose to death-
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counterfeits, to which women are more liable than
men, says:—" The faintings which most require assist-
ance, and to which, therefore, I wish particularly to
direct the attention of my readers and the public, are
those that take place from loss of blood, violent and
long-continued fits of coughing, excessive vomiting or
purging, great fatigcue or want of food, and likewise
after convulsions, and in the advanced stage of low
fevers. It is but seldom, however, that any attempt at
recovery is made in such cases; and several reasons may
be assigned for this, particularly the great resemblance
that fainting fits of any duration bear to actual deatht, and
the firm belief of the bystanders that the circumstances
which |J'."[Z:.'l:".|."..'li were sufficient to i]l_'r'-ll't.:-.';' lifie l;:t]i[l’l."t_'l.'_"
The author continues, pp. 106, 107 :—" Nervous and
highly hysterical females, who are subject to fainting
fits, are the most frequent subjects of this kind of
apparent death; in which the person seems in a state
very nearly resembling that of hibernating animals, such
as the dormouse, bat, toad, frog, etc, which annually
become insensible, motionless, aned E1|:||:|.!|'c_~11'l]}' cdead, on
the setting in of the winter's cold, but spontaneously
revive on the returning warmth of .H]r1'i|]:_',, Here, b_\'
some peculiar and yet unknown circumstance, the vital
principle has its action suspended, but neither its exist-
ence destr I_'L'l.'il:l, nor its Organs i|1jL||'-|:qL SO As .;1|_:u:-iu|n'l|._-|:.'

to prevent recovery, il not too long neglected.”

CASES IN POINT.
Dr. Franz Hartmann reports a case which occurred
within half a mile of his residence, near Hallein,
Austria :—* At Oberalm, near Hallein, there died the
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widow of a Dr. Ettenberger, a lawyer. It was known
that she had previously been affected with fits of cata-
lepsy, and therefore all possible means were taken for
the purpose of restoring her to life.  All, however, were
in vain, and her death ;1E1||1_'u.|'¢_'-r| to be certain. Un the
third day, just before the hour appointed for the funeral,
the family physician, Dr. Leber, bethought himsell of
trying some fresh experiments on the corpse, when the
woman revived, She had been fcl”:.' conscionus all the
time, and aware of all the preparations that were made
for her funeral, although unable to make it known to
others that she was still alive.”

Dr. Hartmann says:—*In 1866, in Kronstadt, a
voung and strong man, Orrendo by name, had a it and
died. He was put into a coffin and deposited in the
family vault in a church. Fourteen years alterwards, in
1880, the same vault was opened again for the purpose
of admitting another corpse. A horrible sight met
those who entered. Orrendo’s coffin was empty, and
his skeleton ]".|1'|1_: upon the floor. But the rest of the
coffins were also broken open and emptied of their
contents. It seemed to show that the man after
awakening had burst his coffin open, and, becoming
insane, had smashed the others, after which he had been
starved to death."—/Mremalre Surtal, p. 7.

Bouchut, in * Signes de la Mort,” p. 40, relates that
“a lawyer at Vesoul was subject to fits of fainting, but
kept the matter secret, so that the knowledge of it
might not spread and interfere with his prospects of
marriage ; he only spoke confidentially of it to one of
hiz friends. The marriage took ]J|FH‘1:r and he lived for
some time in good health, then suddenly fell into one
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of his fits, and his wife and the doctors, believing him
dead, had him placed in a coffin, and got everything
ready for the funeral. His friend was absent, but fortu-
nately returned just in time to prevent the burial. The
lawyer recovered, and lived for sixteen years after this
event.”

INTENSE COLD.

M. Charles Londe, in “La Mort Apparente,” p. 10,
says :—" Intense cold, coincident with privations and
fatigue, will produce all the phenomena of apparent
death—phenomena susceptible of prolongation during
several days without producing actual death, and con-
sequently exposing the individual who could be restored
to life to living burial " ; and he further maintains it as
an indisputable fact that every day people are thus
interred alive.

Struve, in his essay on “ Suspended Animation,” p. 140,
says :—" In no case whatever is the danger of commit
ting homicide greater than in the treatment of persons
who have suffered by severe cold. Their death-like
state may deceive our judgment, not only because such
persons continue longest apparently dead, but because
the want of susceptibility of irritation is in many cases
not distinguishable from real death. A man benumbed
with cold burnt his feet, and had continued insensible to
pain, nor did he feel this sensation till he warmed them
at a fire. In this case it is evident that the suscepti-
bility of irritation was destroyed, while vital power
remained.”

A story is told of a grenadier belonging to the
Strassburg garrison, who was found frozen in the river

Il
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[11; he was taken to the he n-ipil{;ﬂ,, warmth was ;l]miali;:f],
and he survived. At Strassburg, according to Dr.
Brouardel, on another occasion, a hospital attendant was
found frozen, was resuscitated, and still continues his
duties, which he has now pu.rl't:lrm-:_:d for many years,

NFLUENZA.

This is a malady that has been enormously rife all
over the world during the past few years, and has baffled
the efforts of physicians and sanitarians to arrest its
progress: it is sometimes accompanied by conditions
which can hardly be distinguished from catalepsy.

The Lancet, May 31, 1800, page 1215, states:—" The
neurotic sequelee of influenza seem engaging more
attention abroad than at home, probably from their
symptoms being more i mounced than on this side the
Channel. ‘Nona, as it is called, if something more than
the somnolence succeeding the exhaustion of influenza,
has been thought in Upper Italy to have much in
common with catalepsy—one case, indeed, amounting
to the *apparent death' of Pacini. This is t’i.‘]ull'tl:f]
from Como. The I'l;itii:nt_ E“.'i'-ic]l,1:|,|q' Oszola E‘Jj' name,
had to all appearance :IFL-IL and a certificate to that
effect, after due consultation, was drawne up and signed.
Already it wanted but an hour or so to the interment,
when the ‘corpse’ began to move spontaneously and to
exhibit signs of |'q-t|:||.'r1i|1i_: life. The relatives of the
supposed dead man at once called in assistance, and
though animation and consciousness, even to recog-
nition, were restorecd, the resuscitation was not main-
tained, and the patient died. Fortunately, the funeral
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had been arranged on the traditional lines, and the
faint chance of return to life was not extinguished by
cremation,”

SEDATIVES.

Referring to the supposed death of a girl, Sarola,
aged eleven wyears, to whom chloroform had been
administered in September, 1804, under peculiar circum-
stances, and the body hurried off to eremation, Dr.
Roger 5. Chew, of Calcutta, writes :—* That bottle of
medicine was charged with having caused the death
of little Sarola, who, I firmly believe, was durned
afive while in a cataleptic condition induced by the
hysterical convulsions, and rendered profound by the
administration of the chloroform. Surgeon Lieutenant-
Colonel Edward Lawrie agrees with me that at least
ninety per cent. of the chloroform deaths are preven-
table if proper measures are adopted to resuscitate the
body, and it is quite possible for a chloroform anasthetic
to be launched into tr‘tn:r‘ﬂﬂ:,-‘ on the funeral pyre or i
the suffocating earth. What a mournful vista Sarola’s
case opens up, and who can say how many hundreds
have been similarly disposed of | "—Communicated to the
Author.

Sir Benjamin Ward Richardson, on “The Absolute
Signs and Proofs of Death,” in the Asdlepiad, first quar-
ter, 1389, p. 9, says:—" In the first experiments made
in this country with chloral, after the discovery of its
effects by Licbreich, we learned that such a deep nar-
cotism could be induced by this narcotic that it might
be impossible to say whether an animal under its in-
fluence were alive or dead.” And referring to cataleptic
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trance due to shock, he observes, p. 11, * True traumatic
catalepsy 1s equally remarkable, and equally embarras-
sing. It has been witnessed in the most destructive
form after shock by lightning, and it may also have
been met with after severe blows and contusions of
the head.”

CHOLERA,

Dir. Chew, referring to another of the predisposing
-auses of apparent death, and the danger of premature
burial in India, says:—* In the cholera season there is
a risk of a soldier being buried alive, as the custom is
to met ricd of the ]mc]}' A5 SOOn as ;Jur;iib]u, and it 15 very
seldom indeed that a post-mortem is held on a cholera
corpse. If the case be one of frue cholera, decomposition
sets in before the breath has entively left the body, and,
i;|11:1u:]i;1h:|}' life is extinct, F}uh'-:_'f;l.-;'li-:-|1 rushes forward
so rapidly as to render a mistake impossible; but in
choleraic diarrhcea or the lighter forms of cholera it is
possible that coma resultant on extreme collapse may
~:|_1-:l}|,;:u] animation so as to simulate real death szerffond

actual cessation of vital energy, and lead to live ﬁ{:;:lthm':',
except where, by some such lucky accident as the burial
ground being a long journey off, the funeral is delayed
sufficiently to give a chance of recovery.« And this
same accident may prove a salvation in syncope or
COIT A from shock or AT tracted illness.

“With the civil population, save in very exceptional
cases, there 15 very little chance of recovery from
apparent death, as the time between alleged decease
and sepulture is very short indeed; and unless there
are unmistakahble :-:i;_;ua of trance, Syncope, or coma, the

victim must die after ke (or she) fas been buried alrve”
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CEREBRAL CONCUSSION.

Dr. Brouwardel, Professor of Medical _TLITE-—:[‘H'I.Lch"n{“l-,
Paris, mentions a case which came under his own eyes
while he was house-physician at La Pitié. He says:—
“A little bricklayer, aged thirteen, was brought in
one day, who had fallen from the sixth story to the
pavement. The accident happened in the Kue de la
Tournelle. The boy had been taken to a chemist, who
pronounced him to be dead, and sent him on to the
]'.H,:l.‘iEJi[.‘;i.]. The director refused to admit him, as he was
deac
director, I stated that the lad was alive, although sounds
of the heart could not be heard on auscultation. [ had

. Now, either by intuition or else to bamboozle the

him put into a mustard bath, and, to my delight, he
came to. IHe had received no wound, nor any definite
injury, only he remembered nothing.” The writer adds—

“He might have been buried alive.”
DRUNKENNESS,

M. Bourneville cites the case of an old woman found
in the street, who no longer breathed or gave any sign
of life. Rectal temperature was 77° F.  She was taken
to hospital, where energetic treatment was employed,
and she was restored to life. M. Laborde also mentions
a case of a man picked up in a lifeless condition at the
gate of the Bicétre. His rectal temperature was 75° F.
He eventually recovered.

VARIOUS PREDISPOSING DISEASES

[,iril'lg burials take lrl;u'v becanse the -hL'l'.-r.'T.L| Ell.||)'|ir.:
are ignorant of the fact that there are many (some
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thirty) diseases, and some states of the body that cannot
be called diseases, as well as a number of incidents and
accidents, which produce all the appearances of death
so closely as to deceive any one.

Excessive joy or excessive grief will often paralyse
the nervous system, including the action of the heart
and the respiratory functions, and occasion the appear-
ance of sudden death: as well as shocks, blows upon
the head, fright, strokes of lightning, violent displays of
temper ; also certain drugs now in common medical
uze, such as Indian hr.:m]:l, :iirup'i:l, tl[gitzu!irz, tobaceo,
'I'I'lliilr[]ll\.l[EI,E!I'll!‘I veratrum. ,\(’.Q’.(]T[ih]:{_{ to I}'l'. ],I:I'H'I.L'(_! ],1_"“H|'-
mand, in * Des Inhumations Précipitées,” pp. 835-104, the
following diseases and conditions not infrequently pro-
duce the like symptoms, viz., apoplexy, asphyxia, cata-
Ei_"]}."-:,,-" C;]Ell:_'l?'—i";'. NErYoLs L‘Ki"l.'l.L]Ht'il.H!i.. L‘L':—Ct.'l‘-'\.:p'l I'I.r'l!'!l.'ll::ll']'llli!i_:ﬂ_!l
hysteria, lethargy, syncope, tetanus, etc.

Dr. Hartmann observes:—* The cases in which persons
:lp]']i'il't!l'll!_‘l.' dead have been restored to health by appro-
priate means are innumerable, and such accounts may
be added to without end, as they are HE-I:!H.'”_'I.' OCCUrrence,
while it is also self-evident that, if they had not thus
been saved, premature burial and death in the coffin
would have taken |:|]H.l’.:t!. But it also often ]1?L[J]]1.‘ll.~€ that
CaASES Il-j- i'l]_ll:l.:l.['l_'ll.l flLI{.ill‘] POV ED HFJIIEllil.I.'III‘.I::ﬁl.!‘ilr'L'_ .'I:IIII:] CVLIl
after all possible means taken for the restoration of life
have failed. This is specially the case in catalepsy, due
to nervous exhaustion, which requires no other remedy
than sufficient rest for the recuperation of the life-power,

which no kind of medicine can supply.”




CHAPTER IX.

FREEMATURE BURIAL AND CREMATION
IN INDIA.

THE following are some of the facts and experiences
which were brought to the author’s notice during a visit
to India in the early part of 18g6.

THE CAICUTTA BURNING GHAT.

On February g, 1896, 1 visited the Burning Ghat on
the banks of the ﬁ;u]:_;q:.ﬂ. Caleutta, where twenty bodies

are reduced to ashes by fire daily. The corpse of an

aged Hindu woman had just been brought in on my
arrival ; death, we were told, having occurred but an
hour before. The deputy registrar asked the nearest
relative a few questions as to the age, caste, next of kin,
cause of death, which were duly recorded in a book kept
F'F]' lll.-'ll. '|l|.|.|'|:|'|"'-'._:. .'||'||] |.!'|'.! ':'llr'II'__'II._""i i:'!;l.'-.":l‘i:_': ]?I.._'l.._""l'l 'Ilil,il..lI 1_|'|I._'
body, which was as supple as in life (and except for
want of volition bore no visible marks of death), was
placed upon the logs, which were alternately crossed over
each other, other logs being placed on the top of the
body, with straw underneath. The family being poor
in this case, no expensive spiced oils, ghee, or sandal
wood were used. The pyre having been sprinkled with
water from the sacred river, the nearest male relative

took a wisp of lighted straw and ran seven times round
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it, shouting, “ Ram, Ram, sach hai" (the god Ram is
true and great indeed). He then applied the torch,
which in a few seconds reached the body, while a Hindu
priest recited verses from the Vedas. The process of
burning occupied about four hours. Two other bodies,
one an adult, and the other a child, were nearly burnt to
ashes during my visit.

Hasty DISPOSAL OF APPARENTLY DEAD.

It appears that in India, when the body is motionless,
and assumes a death-like appearance, as in trance or
-atalepsy, no attempt is ever made at resuscitation, no
matter how suddenly or unexpectedly the supposed
death may occur, nor is there any proper method
of examination for the purpose of death-certification:
Amongst the Hindus death is not considered an evil,
but is the gate leading to a better and happier world.
Many Hindus, when ill, are carried by their friends to
the banks of the sacred (zanges, where they meet death
with much ]!4-|:||:._ and without fear.

At the General Hospital, Colombeo, T was taold h}' Dr.
Van Lagenberg that there was absolutely no protection
against premature burials for persons subject to trance,
as, although according to the law medical certification
was obligatory, medical examination was not; the
doctor taking the word of the friends as to the fact of
death, and certifving accordingly. IEarly burial (about
six hours after death) was the rule. The Mother
Superior to the staff of nurses mentioned the case of
the venerable Father Vestarani, an aged Catholic priest

of Colombo, who was subject to attacks of epilepsy:
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these were followed by apparent death, and he had
several narrow escapes from premature burial. This
case was alse known to my friend, Mr. Peter de Abrew,
of Colombo, and others. The house surgeon, Dr. H. M.
Fernando, said that amongst the Moslems burial followed
apparent death very quickly, sometimes in an hour.

BrapMmin RITES AND SUPERSTITIONS,

From Mr. Vira Raghava Chri, of Madras, manager of
the Hindnu, | learned that the Brahmins always burn the
deardl soon after death occurs, The relatives, if they
resicde within easy reach, are sent for. The h”f],"' is
washed in cold water, and after two or three hours the
religious service begins, which is performed by the
priests, and consists of citations from the Vedas, having
reference to the departure of the soul from the body,
and to the lessons the solemn event teaches. These
ceremonies generally last for two or three hours, after
which the body is taken to be burned. In answer to
my inquiries as to what would happen if within that
time no sign of decomposition was exhibited, Mr. Chri
informed me that under no circumstances would t|:1r._‘}-'
wait for more than six hours before the body was taken
to be burned. He had heard of cases of persons declared
to be dead coming to life while being carried to the
funcral pyre, when they were restored to and welcomed
by their friends. Cases were also known of the corpse
sitting up amidst the flames, and being beaten down by
those in charge of the funeral. They were believed to
be the victims of premature cremation. He thought,
however, that such cases were rare amongst his co-
religionists,
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Mr. Mohan Chunder Roy, M.B., of Benares, said that
it was a very difficult matter, even for a medical prac-
titioner, to distinpuish the living from the dead, and
where there were no signs of putrefaction, it was his
custom to advise the relatives to wait before burial, or
before sending the body to the burning shat, which they
were very reluctant to do.  When apparent revivals to
consciousness occurred on the pyre, the superstitious
people believed that it was due to the presence of evil
HE:iriL.-:, and the .;ﬂt-:_-mj}t fon CSCApe 15 frustrated hj.'
cremators in charge of the burning ghat. This bar-
barous custom has been repeatedly affirmed to me by
intelligent natives as a matter of common notoriety.

One reason why Hindus are hurried to the cremation
oround so quickly, and without waiting to see whether
the case is one of trance or .'ilI:-'u]fI‘.'I'II.'E{.'Il animation, is that
the relatives are not allowed either to eat or drink while
the body remains in the house. [If a person touches any
article in the house of mourning, that article must be
washed and purified. After the cremation all the rela-
tives purify themselves by bathing before they are allowed

Lo Rl or l:I'I'i!'I.lx.
JusT GROUNDS FOR FEAR.

Mr. Durga Prasad, ‘editor of the Harbinger, Lahore,
writes, I";_-hﬂl;n:'}' 2. 1805 :—* [ recollect, when about
twelve years old, my grandmother, who was held n
areat esteem for her piety and experience, told me that
she was once declared to be dead, and was therefore
carried to our crematorium, or burning-place ; but when

about to be burnt she came back to life.”
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Mr. Joseph, assistant secretary at the Fublic Library
and Museum, Colombo, told the author that his father,
owing to weakness of the heart, was subject to frequent
attacks of trance-like insensibility. They passed away
by simple treatment in a few hours, but were sometimes
quite alarming, He was afraid, owing to the super-
stitious fear of death among the ignorant classes in
Ceylon, and the terror which keeping a corpse, or a
person in a state of catalepsy, where volition had ceased,
excited, that many were buried or burned alive, as it was
the custom, particularly amongst the Mohammedans,
to carry the body away a few hours after death. Signs
of decomposition quickly appeared in a tropical climate,
but this unequivocal mode of verifying death was not
often waited for by Moslems.

SINHALESE CUSTOMS.

Sri Sumangala, the venerable High Priest of the
Buddhists of Ceylon, and Principal of the College for
Buddhist Priests, at an interview the author had with
him in January, 1896, stated that among the Sinhalese
the chanees of burial or cremation of the apparently
dead are not frequent. Their customs are such that a
corpse 1s seldom or never removed for burial or crema-
tion before the expiry of twenty-four hours after death
is said to have taken place. During that time climatic
influence renders signs of decomposition and putrefaction
apparent.

Only one case came under the observation of the
venerable theologian, which was that of a person bitten
by a cobra. The man apparently succumbed, but a



ll';zn_|L PREMATURE BURTIAL AND CREMATION IN INDIA.

native specialist, having arrived at the cemetery just
before the burial, examined the case, and said that life
was nof exfinct, and saved the man from a premature
grave.
The following is irom the British Medical Journal,
April 26, 1884, p. 844 :—
“PREMATURE INTERMENT.

“The Fimes of fndia, for March 21, has the following story :—
On last Friday morning the family of a Goanese, named Manuel,
aged seventy years, who had been for the last four months suffer-
ing from dysentery, thinking that he was dead, made preparations
for his funeral. He was placed in a coffin and taken from his
house, at Worlee, to a chapel at Lower Mahim, preparatory to
burial. The priest, on putting his hand on the man's chest, found
his heart still beating. He was thereupon removed to the Jamset-
jee [ejeeboy Hospital, where he remained in an unconscious state
up to a late hour on last Friday night, when he died.”

SUPERSTITIONS AND DANGERS.

In & eommunication to the author from Mr. ?'::-L-a'ru'r.'ir'iji
F. Billimoria, dated March 14, 1896, the writer says
that where cases of premature burning have occurred in
India, the relatives are unwilling to have the [acts
published, and shrink from making them known.
Moreover, when persons have been once declared dead,
and have been :'L'j::-:'tl:_:-:i |r}' their friends in the land of
shadows, and have returned to this life, they are
believed to bring misfortune with them, and discredit is
attached to the families in consequence. Mr. Billimoria
says the following cases can be relied upon as
authentic :—

“In the year 18—, in the town of B , & Marwari was taken
as dead, and carried to the cremation-ground. Unfortunately, at
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that time a superstition was prevalent among all classes of Indians
that, if a dead one is brought back to his or her house, a plague
would break out in the town. When, therefore, the Marwari sur
vived, instead of bringing him back to the house, or even allowing
him to roam elsewhere, he was killed, it 15 said, by a hatc het, which
they were in the habit of carrying with them to break the fuel for
the funeral pyre. This had happened in the old Gaekwari days
when Governments did not interfere in the superstitions customs
of the people.”

Fortunately, however, those days are gone, and with
them the old :-il,J'llI_‘.'l'.'lI;fi'lrE'lﬂ. Some time ago a fisher-
woman, after taking a liberal dose of alcoholic drink
and opium, was found (apparently) dead by her rela-
tives—low-caste Hindus. No time is lost among the
Hindus, high or low caste, to remove the body to the
cremation ground after a man is found dead.

“A bamboo bier was beng prepared to carry the fisherwoman
to the Samasdds (cremation ground), upon which the body was
laid as wsual, and the relatives were to Lift 1t to their shoulders
I.1."hl|‘_'||.| ]u' I,||:: WOITLAN {I.J|'1'||.:-:| |!'|1,1|-1_:|r o :_|1|* I."Iil:'l. o ||1'.I' '-Edl'

and,
thanks to the good sense of the fisherman, she 15 sull enjoying her
life while | am writing.

“A voung daughter of a Bama was sick for & long time, and was
found apparently dead by her relatives, and carried to the Sema.
s, These prounds are generally situated at a river side.  When
the bier was prepared for certain ceremonies, the girl showed signs
of revival, and, one by one, the relatives would go near the bier
bend down, stare at the face, and retire aghast, Information had
I'E;.'Ll'.!H':tl. l|1t! LOWER t11.Ll '|]||: :._;l:f '||:||'z SL1F '\.':1.'<_-|| - !'J;|: L!]J_‘ '!j-l,n:]:..'_ Never-
theless, was cremated, and never brought back o the house, It is
bhelieved that in this case, although the girl had revived for a little
time, she had died soon afterwards, as she had been il
time previously. Gramting that this was a case in which the dying
became actively conscious a few minutes before real death, it is

for a long
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certain that great and indecent haste was practised by the relatives
in pressing on the cremation, as is the usual mode in India”

A QUESTION FOR THE NATIONAL CONGRESS.

The Bombay Guardian, January 11, 1896, reports :—

“A Brahmin went to Poona, to attend the National Congress,
He was laid up with fever, became dangerously ill, and fell mto a
trance. His friends, thinking him dead, made the necessary
arrangements for the funeral.  They took the supposed dead man
to the river to be burned, but just as the funeral procession
arrived near the Shane temple lus head and hands were seen
moving. 1he cloth having been removed from his face, he opened
his eyes and tried to speak. He was taken home.”

The subject of hasty and premature burials in India
might with much profit be introduced at the National
Congress. The author believes that thousands of people
are annually buried and burned in a state of suspended
animation—particularly in places where cholera, small-
pox, and other devastating plagues prevail. [t is usual
both amongst the Parsees and the Hindus, to begin
preparations for the religious ceremonies when the case
is considered hopeless.

Dr. Roger S. Chew, of Calcutta, who for some yvears
...;-1;“]][;_-.:] the position rrr.‘1.|'|1|_x' surgeon in India, writes
to the author:—* Though there is every risk of live
interment with those classes who bury their dead, this
is a risk (save in cases of epidemic or battleheld) the
British soldier never runs in India, where the military
law requires that a post-sortem examination, not earlier
than twelve hours after decease, must be held on
every soldier who dies from any cause except a highly
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contagious or infectious disease.” In the present un-
satisfactory state of the law might not this safeguard

be generally adopted?

Tue TowWERS OF SILENCE, BOMBAY.

On Sunday, March 15, 1896, my daughter and I
were accompanied to the Towers of Silence, situated on
the highest part of Malabar Hill, Bombay, by Mr. Phiroze
C. Sethna, a highly accomplished Parsee merchant, to
whom we were indebted for many acts of kindness
during our sojourn in the city. The position is one
of rare beauty, commanding as it does charming
panoramic views of Bombay and the surrounding neigh-
bourhood, while immediately below are extensive cocoa

and other 1.I".l."..li'§.'<'|.:. |:'idt;'|.a'liitrll~'~, At the entrance to the

towers is a notice-board in English, stating that none

but Parsees are admitted. We passed une

er the porch
into the sacred enclosure, and found ourselves in the
midst of a ]uu'|‘1' garden ]:frlz‘.'!r-l with choice shrubs
and trees, and were each presented by the gardener
with bouquets of freshly-cut flowers.

The towers are five in number, the smallest having
been erected in 1669, all mode

led after the same pat-
tern, and are about twenty-five feet high. Inside is
a circular platform about three hundred feet in circum-
ference paved with large slabs, and divided into rows
of shallow open receptacles in which the bodies are
Eﬂ;u':.‘ii. There are three sections for males, FI.'II'I-"l.ll-."'C,
and children. We noticed a number of vultures sitting
on the adjacent trees, and were informed that, when a
funeral is on its way, large numbers congregate upon
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the coping of the tower, ready to seize the body and
devour it the moment it is deposited by the corpse-
bearers on the slabs, after the conclusion of the funeral
l?l.‘]'t:l‘l:l”-[‘l'ii::‘i. II-.I Al h(ﬂlr o [l:_"'i-"i 1_I'|.I:_: ] rI'EJD'CL" js L'!'J[]]E_]]l_‘h_‘f:f
stripped of its flesh, when the bones are thrown into a
well, From a sanitary point of view the plan is pre-
ferable to burving or to cremation, which last, as it is
carried out in India, is a slow and tedious process,
Vultures have never been known to attack children, or
even babies left by their mothers tied for safety to a
branch of a free. and will not it 15 said. attack a person

only apparently dead, as in a trance or coma.
CANINE DIAGNOSTICIANS.

Another custom amongst the Parsees in the treatment
of their dead is to bring a dog to the corpse before it is
removed from the house, and another dog on its arrival
at the Tower of Silence.  This ceremony 15 known as the
Sagdeed. In a pamphlet on the “Funeral Ceremonies of
the Parsees,” by Ervad Jivanji Jamshedje Mody, B A,
a learned priest of the Parsee cult, with whom the
author had the pleasure of an interview, the explanation
is that, according to the ancient belief, the spotted dog
can discriminate between the really and the apparently
dead. Dr. Franz Hartmann and other writers appear
also to be of the opinion, which the author considers
highly probable, that a dog knows whether his master
is really dead or only in a trance; but that a strange
dog would be able to discriminate and act as a sentinel
to prevent a living person being mistaken for a dead

one, 1s hi-_:]::,r i||:u;:|'1f|r.’L|rh.‘.

=
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TRAGEDIES AT THE TOWERS OF SILENCE,

Having heard of several cases of persons taken to the
Towers of Silence who recovered consciousness after
being laid within the enclosure, I asked Mr. [Jivanji
Mody what would happen in such a case, and what
means of CACApE there would be. Mr. j'-IiHin"'-' t'L![Jiit:l|
that within the tower there is a chain hanging from the
coping to the floor, by which a person could draw
himself up to the top of the structure, and he would then
be seen and rescued. In a neatly-constructed model of
these towers at the museum, Victoria Gardens, Bombay,
no chain is visible. The subject of apparent death, or
suspended animation, and how to prevent premature
burial, premature cremation, and premature exposure
in the Towers of Silence, is beginning to excite interest
in some parts of India. Mr. Ardeshar Nowroji, Fort,
Bombay, student of Zoroastrian literature, is to read
a paper on the subject before the Debating Society
at Elphinstone College. Mr. Soabjee Dhunjeebhoy
Wadia is also studying literature bearing on the same
topic.

Mr. Dadabohy Nusserwanje, a Bombay Parsee and
merchant, residing at Colombo, Ceylon, informed the
author, _T-'Llulilt’j.' 28, 1800, that he knew of two cases

where his co-religionists had been declared dead, and
the bodies prepared for burial (the preparation including
the long religious service as prescribed by their formulas),
who were only in a trance. This was proved by their
having come back to life when placed in the Towers
of Silence in |1--r11h.':_'».'. I't APPEArs that any persons
officially and religiously given over for dead were

I A
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formerly not allowed to be restored to their relatives,
or to the society to which they belonged, as :|H_~}' Were
supposed to carry with them, from their dead associates,
liability to plague or ill luck, and they are conseguently
obliged to migrate to distant parts of the country. My
informant said that this superstition was so deeply
rooted in the minds of the Parsee people that he did
not think a reform was possible,

PERSONAL REMINISCENCES,

Cases of persons in a trance, mistaken for dead, are
by no means uncommon, as would appear from the
following communication from Mr. Nasarvariji F
Billimoria, a Parsee of Bombay, addressed to Dr. Franz
Hartmann, and not previously published :—

“Several cases of revival of the apparently dead among the

|'£lT.‘i'L‘E5-.-: writes Mr. Billimoria, “ have come to my notice.
¥ -
s WS FIVCTT Upe As

“A Parsee, whom I shall call M— B
dead. The body was laid on the ground, and the usual
CETEMONIES Were |:-|?'.'.|‘|*; ||-|:\-:||'|:||'n|1’_\"|!l when, to the s||r|||'i.-c. of the
people surrounding the body, he rose and described some spiritual
experience. He died long after this event took place, at a good
ald age, at Bilimora, a town about eighty miles north of Bombay.

8 e, @ it of about ten years, was also taken as dead in the
same town, and, after layving her body on the ground, pravers were
being recited by the priesis. She rose and said that she had been
t some other land, where she saw an old lady who ordered her
to go away, as she was not required there just then. She died at
a good old age a few months ago.

tnr _r"| WOman in the I‘::”I" of a Hindno hl.'g’],;.‘lT WHS SOIme lirl:l"' P AL
in the habit of interviewing Parsee ladies at odd times, viz, at
about three or four o'clock in the morning, at the same place, and

asking several questions pertaining to religion, It was afterwards
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found that she was K—— (widow of a Parsee priest), who had
apparently died a short time before, and, after revival, had emerged
from the Tower of Silence, and, a superstition being prevalent
among the people that none should be taken back among us who
return from the dead, she dared not unite with the Parsees, and
hence led a wanderer's life,

‘In Bombay, too, [ have heard of some cases of the revival of
the apparently dead among the Parseées, the prnncipal of them
being a lad
carned on

r of a wealthy family

and a Parzee who afterwards
profession as a physici

ian. The physician was living
a5 a Christian on aceount of the prejudice among the Parsees
before referred to. He was called “Matchala Dédktar,” £.e., doctor
with big moustache.

“oimilar cases had also ocourred m Surat, where two Parsee
women had returned from the Towers of Silence, one of whom
Iived afierwards as a Sanvasini. What became of the other 1

cannot say.”
PARSEE FUNERAL RITES.

“The funeral ceremonies among the Parsees provide
that, after the signs of death are manifest, the body be
washed with warm water, and laid on a clean sheet :
two persons hold the hands of the dead person, joining
themselves by a pamvand of tape. The priests recite
certain prayers, after which the body is laid on ground
set apart for the purpose in the house. Here it lies for

several hours, during which time priests recite alternately
certain prayers, while a fire is kept alive with fragrant

combustibles near the body. The Nasasilirs, or

corpse-bearers, arrive at the appointed time, when
the fire is taken away, and other manthris or prayers,
which occupy an hour or so, are recited by two priests
conjointly, gazing first on the iron bier, and then on

the face of the body. A procession is then formed
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and the h-*-:._r is carried !.1}' the MNasasilirs only, the
others walking in pairs, joining themselves by holding

a handkerchief in their hands, several yards distant

roam
the body., The Towers of Silence are removed [rom
the habitations of mankind, sometimes miles distant,
where, after the arrival of the funeral procession, the last
obeisance is performed, and the body is carried into the
tower, which is called Dueddredd, the mourners, except
the Nasasdlirvs, remaining outside. The procession
returns after further prayers. The towers are |,-11[i11:|_l.'
open from above to allow ample sunlight, and to allow
the carrion-birds access to the dead.

¥ From the foregoing it would appear that, with regard
to the 4|i-;|::|=a.'|.[ of the dead, the Parsee system offers
advantages, in respect of the revival of the supposed
dead persons, over the European system of burial,
After real or supposed death, a fire is kept burning near
the b |:1_1.', the heat of which would indirectly assist in
resuscitating those in a state of suspended animation

“1f a man dies in the afternoon his body is not carried
to the towers till next day, and in that case the fire is
«kept alive the whole night near the body, two priests
alternately reciting manthris. Some time 1s thus allowed
to intervene between the supposed death and the disposal
of the body in the Towers of Silence. There, too, the
body is not laid without Zoroastrian ceremony. But in
the system of disposal itsell we see another protection,
in that the carrion-birds do not touch the body unless
they inatine ‘.51:'!_'.,' find evidence ol ]ll:l,l't'i-;ll.'l.'ill'll. It is a
fact that in not a few cases persons have escaped from

| terribl

the dismal ¢ fate of being laid alive in the

Towers of Silence.  The system of disposal in the tower



PARSEE FUNEEAL RITES 173

may appear to non-Zoroastrians repulsive ; but neither
the system of cremation or burial will give us back
those whom ll!'ll._':l-' have once devoured. That the Parsees
do not allow those who have returned from the Towers
of Silence to ':t]:-:_:l'lllill:_:‘it: among them is ancther fuEs-
tion. This too, however, has attracted the attention
of this small community ; and I hear that there is a
standing order issued from the trustees of the Parsee
E"iLI:-:'I".'L:n.'I.!t at HH::L[J.I}' to the MNasasalars (the COrpsc-
ed if they
would give information or bring back any body which

bearers) to the effect that they would be rewarc

had been revived after it had been carried to the Towers
of Silence.”

INSTANCES OF CANINE S5ACGACITY.

The Parsee custom of using the dog is sugoestive.
There are numerous cases on record where a dog,
following his master to the grave as one of the
mourners, has refused to leave the grave ; and these

juoted as a proof of the undying love of

have been «
the master's canine friend. :".[.'1}' it not be that dogs
are gifted, as believed by the Parsees, with another sense
denied to most men—the faculty of discerning between
real and apparent death? A medical correspondent

rélates the following :—

“In Austna, m 270, a man seemed to be dead and was

plac ed 0 a coffin.  After the usual three davs of wats I':"i:'"ii over

the supposed corpse, the funeral was commenced : and when the

coffin was being carried out of the house, it was noticed that tle

dog which belonged to the supposed defunct became VETY CrOss,

. [ 5 e yn x o=
and manifested gre: rerness towards the coffing and could not

be driven away. Finally, as the coffin was about to be placed in
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the hearse, the dog attacked the bearers so furiously that they

dropped it on the ground ; and in the sh

lidd was hroken
off, and the man inside awoke

his lethargic condition, and
soon recovered his full consciousness. He was alive
last news of him.

and well 2
Dogs might possibly be of use in deciding

doubtful cases, where their master was concerned.”

Also the following :(—

“The postmaster of a village in Moravia ‘died’ in a fit of
eptlepsy, and was buried three days afterwards in due form. He
had a little pet dog which showed great affection towards him, and

after the burial the dop remained wpon the man's grave and

howled chismally, and would not be driven av Several himes

the dog was taken home forcibly, but whenever 1t could escape it

immediately returned. This lasted for a week, and bec

talk of the willage. About a year afterwards that part of the

} L
lar JEMEnt In il ng

graveyand had to be removed owing to an ér

the church, and consequently the grave of the postmaster was

' ' .
DEREC, and B B

was found in such a state and ]::..:: on as
to leave no doubt that he had been buried alive, had returned 1o

CONSCIOUSNess, AN

1 had died in the grave. ['he physician who

had siened the ce cate of death went msane on that account,

er the discovery was made.”



CHAPTER X.

THE DANGER OF HASTY BURIALS.

EArLY burials are advocated and defended by certain
writers on sanitary grounds; and there is, no doubt,
something to be said for them, provided the body shows
unmistakable signs of dissolution.

I have not lu‘nll'v:]!tr.~1'|1]}' seen in the course of %
professional duties, when visiting the houses of the poor
A Corpse ]|:;:n'-:l in its coffin in a corner of the 15:1}'
sitting-room of a four-chambered hovel in a city slum,
where the family were having their meals, and all day

a stream of neichbours would be calling to gaze upon
the gruesome spectacle. It mizht be urged that such
instances demanded, in the name of decency, that speedy
burial should be enforced, but do not such weird
conditions rather call for a waiting mortuary, whence
the body could be removed until unmistakable signs of
death set in? To impose a general rule of speedy burial
tl.l:"'“ ]':.l.':,_']""'tlll'llti ]?:L' Ili']'llli.'llllt_"ll'.[, L8 ]]EH'I]] ,III,E:.LL‘]:II.Q]]"'! |_:|_'|.
State |.'.'j:i-1..'t1".l;:'1'. as has been u]':_:e'r:!, would but add to
the existing evil of perfunctory and mistaken diagnosis
of death, and greatly increase the number of premature
interments.

ANCIENT PRACTICES

The Romans 1;!‘}:-1 the bodies of the dead a week
belore burial, lest through haste they should inter them
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while life remained. Servius, in his commentary on
Virgil, tells us—" That on the eighth day they burned
the body, and on the ninth put its ashes in the grave.”
Plato enjoined the bodies of the dead to be kept until
the third day, iw order (as he says) fo be satisfied of
the wveality of the death, Quintilian explains why the
Romans delayed burials as follows :—* For what pur-
pose do ye imagine that long-delayed interments were
invented? Or, on what account is it that the mournful
pomp of funeral sclemnities is always interrupted by
sorrowful groans and piercing cries? Why, for no
other Pea S0, I::"”t ]:Iﬂ."l'.'ill.ﬂ“'L‘ we have seen PErsons return
to life after they were about to be laid in the grave as
dead.” * For this reason,” adds Lancisi, in © De Subita
Mort,," lib. i, cap. 15, “the Legislature has wisely
and prodently prohibited the immediate, or the too
speedy, interment of all dead persons, and especially
of such as have the misfortune to be cut off by a sudden
death."”

Terilli, a celebrated physician of Venice, in a treatise
of the “Causes of Sudden Death,” sect. vi. cap. 2,
says :—" Since the body is sometimes so deprived of
every vital function, and the principle of life reduced so
low, that it cannot be distinguished from death, the laws
bhoth of natural comparison and revealed religion oblige
ug to wait a sufficient time for life manifesting itsell by
the usual signs, peradventure it should not be, as yet,
totally extinguished ; and if we should act a contrary
part, we :'_|.;.',' E!I.--'-||I:_'l, |:-|,'-'-'-||',e' ||'|1||'-||'1'|.'|'A, h:l, Lll!ir:l'!i‘.:,;
to the gloomy regions of the dead those who are actually
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CONTINENTAL EVIDENCE.

Mr. Cooper, surgeon, in his treatise on * The Uncer-

tainty of the Siens of Death,” pp. 7o, 71, had in his

possession the following certificate, written and signed

by Mr. Blau, a native of Auvergne, a man of untainted

veracity :—* I hereto subscribe, and declare, that fifty-
five vears ago, happening to reside at Toulouse for the
sake of my studies, and going to St Stephen’s Church
to hear a sermon, [ saw a corpse brought thither for the
sake of interment. The ceremony, however, was delayed

till the sermon should be over; but the supposed dead
person being laid in a chapel, and attended by all the
IMOUurners, abot t|'|q_: ii'f]i1|.|“l.,! of l]u_: sermon  discovered
]]'l.:l.rll-ﬁ‘.-ii_ '\-E;'T'I!'- I:'I- Iif{'. F‘H' 'L‘-'l:?l-i'h reason ]]ﬂ_' WwWas 1|";|.-|1:=._1.‘
|.:-;|r1~,'4_'_'.,'L'c| bacle to his own house,. From a consideration
of ecircumstances, it is sufficiently obvious that, without
the intervention of the sermon, the man had been
interred alive”

Between 7820 and 1800 many !:I:L[I!l[]l‘1|\'."'|,.‘-' on the
subject appeared in Germany and France. Opposite

sides were taken, some advocating delay until putre-
faction, others urging immediate burial.

In 1791, Rev. J. W. C. Wolff, in Germany, published
numerous narratives of narrow escapes from the grave.

In 1792, Rev. Johann Moritz Schwager stated that
he had preached for twenty yvears against precipitate
burials, and that he had been requested to do so by
a number of corporate bodies who had evidence of the
danger of hasty interments.

About 1800 great excitement prevailed in Germany

on account of some narrow escapes from living burial
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that happened in high quarters, many books and pam-
1|I11ct:- ]'Iil.".'ill".:' been issued, and sermons ]1|'-:':|rhi.‘r| h}' the
clergy on the subject. The key-note of all of these was
the fallaciousness of the appearances of death, and that
none were reliable but decomposition.

About this period D, Herachborg, of Kinigsbere,
Prussia, wrote that for forty years, as a doctor, he had
always been disgusted with the practice of hasty
burials ; and to show the ignorance of the times, he
mentions the case of a woman he kept under ebservation
in bed for three days, when her relations took her out
and placed her on the floor, insisting that she was dead
He resisted her burial, and had her covered with
blankets ; so that by being kept warm she recovered
completely. He insisted that no sign of death could
be relied upon.

The Beitish Medieal fowrnal of April 12, 1862, p. 300,
quotes the Gas. Méd o 'Orient as follows —* People
in Constantinople are, in all probability, not unfrequently
buried alive, in consequence of the precipitancy with
which their bunal 1s 't:-\'l':'->:'1:|v1|. If the pPerson dies
during the night, he has some chance ol escaping prema-
ture sepulture ; but if he dies during the day, he is sure
to be in his tomb in two hours after he has drawn his
last breath. Facts of daily occurrence in this country,
we are told, prove that persons who were t]1lrll:.{|1t to
have died during the nmight have recovered before
morning, and thus, thanks to the intervention of night,
have been saved from being interred ahive. Other facts
of not unfrequent occurrence show that persons have
recovered while on their road to the grave. In other

rarer cases, again, the cries of the revivified half-buried
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ones have been heard E,I:'.' the E_‘l;l,*-;.'-'\.l,_:f:-:_-h:.', and thus saved
from a horrible conclusion,”

DANGER OF JEWISH CUSTOM.

In all countries it is the custom amongst the Jews to
bury their dead, and apparently dead, quickly, without
taking the slightest steps for restoration, and many are
the catastrophes recorded.

In 1788, Marcus Hertz wrote strongly against the
prevailing precipitate burials among the Jews, e
asked “What motive could justify hasty burials,” and
continued :—" The writings of learned men and doctors,
of both early times and recent date, describe the dangers
of precipitate burial ; there is not a town in the world
that has not its stories of revivals in the grave.”

“The R:']:n]'[ of the Rc-}.'.‘L', Humane .":.r:-:'it'l:.,": of 1802
states :—“ At the funeral of a Jewess, one of the bearers
thought he heard repeatedly some motion in the coffin,
and informed his friends. Medical assistance being
obtained, she returned to her home in a few hours,
completely restored.”

The Jewish World, September 13, 1895, observes :—
“Cases of trance and of the burial of persons who only
seemed to be dead, and of narrow escapes of others
from the most terrible of all imaginable fates, are not
S0 uncommon as most people suppose ; and while Jews
adhere to the practice of interring their dead within a
few hours after their supposed demise, there will always
be a risk of such horrible catas rru!;||1l-_=; ‘;;]]p]::-nin;_;h even
more frequently among us than among the general
community. Here is, then, really a matter in which
some reform is needed, and that wit

wut a day’s delay.
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I'o say nothing of the merely human aspect of this
important question, to hl.lr_l.' until ri-:_-{'nn]p- wsition  has
actually set in might possibly be shown to be a violation
of Jewish Law. It is now commonly admitted that even
cxpert medical men cannot be .'1114:|f|11;-'!_1.' certain of
death until some signs of decomposition have shown
themselves. Now, so strict is the Jewish Law as regards
the risk of destroying life, that it is prohibited to even
move or touch a man or woman who is on the point of
death, lest we hasten, by a moment, their disselution.
It is, therefore, no less than a violation of the Jewish
laws against murder to preserve a custom that involves
even the minutest scintilla of risk of premature burial.
[t is high time that this question was seriously taken up
by the Jewish clergy and laity.” !

In the province of QJuebec no interment 15 permitted
within ;'.1'g_-|11:,'.1'|:1||' hours, and the _]r:.'.'- g reconcile them-
selves to this delay, which, however, is far too brief to

crnsure :-C.'il-l.'l_ﬁ'.

FURTHER JEWISH CATASTROPHES

The British Medical fournal, March 8, 1879, p. 356,
under the heading of “ Suspended Animation,” relates

the following incident :

‘A Jew, aced seventy, who had been ;Li|i1.:5_'1 for some
LT, _'||||'|.'|',|'i|',:', died !'l‘l.'l.'ll'.:_'x' in ].L'I'Ill'r!"l'j.:-. on a t'!'l'cl-'l:'-'
night, after severe convulsions. The decease having

been lerally certified, the body was put on a bier,
Tl :

1 Far the antiquity of the Jewish practs af early barial, e appendix.
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preparatory to the funeral, which had to be deferred,
the nesxt tI;:__l.,' ]};_-in:_: the _]L"..i.'E:-h Sabbath. Two ]l:'ullH
brethren who had, ;i_u_'._'nr[]i]]:_: to their custom, been
spending the night in prayer, watching the dead, were
suddenly, on the morning of the Saturday, disturbed
from their devotions by strange sounds proceeding from
th.'.! |.:|‘i|:_:|‘. HI'II'!‘ 0] |_|'|_I._'[|_' ‘IEi_"\.I'I]._I:.'. Sl W !.]'“._1 li‘l:-“.';l. I :\']IJ'.'[',:.'
rising, and preparing to descend from it, using at the
same time very strong language. Both brethren fled
very precipitately ; and one of them has since died from
the effects of the ﬂ'ig_ﬂ]i. It is hl:LEu't] ]:-}' the Wiewuer
Medicinische Zeitune, that this case will make the local
government watch the Jewish funerals more carefully,
as it is known that the Jews often bury their dead very
quickly.”

The Underiabers' Jowrnal, January 22, 1387, says:—

“The dangers that may arise from premature interment
are illustrated by a sensational incident which recently

occurred at Trenesin, in Hungary. The wife of the
Rabbi of the Jewish Congregation apparently died
suddenly without having been previously ill. The

night before the funeral the female watcher, sitting in
an adjoining room, heard a noise in the chamber of
death, and when, stricken with horror, she ventured to
open the door, she found that the seemingly dead woman
had risen from her bier, and had thrown off the shroud
by which she was covered. By a fortunate accident the
mnterment had been postponed in consequence of the
ilttl.‘l’k‘k‘.r]il‘l;_: Sabbath, otherwise a horrible fate would
have overtaken the Rabbi's wife.”



e mf  ———

182 THE DANGER OF HASTY BURIALS.

THE LANCETS TRENCHART CRITICISM.

The Lancet, August 23, 1884, vol. ii., P 320, comments
thus upon the subject of “ Burying Cholera Patients

Alive™

“[t i3 not so much undue haste as inexcusable care-
lessness that must be blamed for the premature burying
of PErsons who are not 1‘1:;1“_1' dead. Such heedlessness
as alone can lead to the commission of this crime 15
not a shade less black than manslaughter, We speak
strongly, because this is a matter in rerard to which
measures ought to be at once taken to render the
horrible act impossible, and to dismiss all fear from the
public mind, If it be a fact, as would seem to be
indisputable, that during the last few weeks there have
been cases—we will not attempt to say how many or
how few—of burying alive, a scandal and a horror,
wholly u|1|m.|'1|l:n'.-;|]:-|:' in the last quarter of the nineteenth
century, have to be faced; and the sooner the full truth
is known and rules of safety established the better.
Let it be once for all decided that measures shall be
taken to ascertain the fact of death before burial. Why
not revert to the old practice, and afteays open a vem
in the arm after death, or pass a current of electricity
through the body before the coffin is finally screwed
down? It may be held that these unpleasant resorts
are unnecessary. We do not think they are. In any
case enough is known of the possibilities of ‘suspended
animation’' to render it unsafe to bury until the evidences
af an actual extinction of life are unmistakable ; and, as
it is impossible to wait until decomposition sets in in all

cases of death from infectious diseases, it would be




e
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prudent to adopt what must certainly be the least of
evils.”

Whilst sharing most fully with the ZLancer its
justifiable indignation at the scandals which had

undeniably occurred, we, nevertheless, cannot agree
with its conclusion as to the impossibility of waiting
until decomposition sets in in the case of infectious
diseases. [If, as it maintains, it is not possible to wait

eath is manifest, then, in

until the only absolute sign of «
a laroe il:l.'ij'iI}' aof cases, there 13 no :1.'J.r_L!|,_'|.'1 and those
who die fatally mutilated by horrible accidents may be
considered fortunate. The difficulty, we admit, is of a

serious nature, particularly for the poor, and can only
be overcome by the erection of mortuaries, as discussed
in another chapter. The expedient of applying the
electric current, suggested by the Lawnces, has been
proved useless in cases of death-trance, where the
patients are impervious to the most violent modes of
clutaneous excitation,

DANGERS AT SEA.

It is well known that sailors, as a rule, are Very
superstitious as to dead bodies remaining on board ship,
and it has been the invariable custom, except under
very special circumstances, to drop a deceased voyageur
overboard as speedily as possible, The danger attending
such a practice is evidenced by the following circum-
stance, communicated by Dr. K. H. Crom, dentist,
Munich, in a letter dated 20th June, 1899 :—

“In 1836 or 1887 a Mrs. Miller was taken suddenly
ill while on a voyage from France to America. In spite
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of the efforts of the -]‘.I-|.:'~'~ SUrFeon, she continued to
grow worse, and apparently died, and was prepared for
burial at sea; but her husband, although overcome with
grief, noticed that she did not assume the rigidity
characteristic of r}1,':|,i|'|_ and ;|_-:'-;_'-||'|§5-|'|;_:|_'.' l:""i-!:-:.‘:"l' [|'||_‘
captain to defer the burial until #fzor mortis was noticed
r putrefaction set in.  The captam L;:inril:f consented,
and a strict watch was |{-;|rt to detect any sign of

returning consciousness or of putrefaction.

*“ Her husband was, of course, a constant watcher, and
hardly left her side for two days; and, remarkable as it
may seem, it is nevertheless a fact that, after a F"*'Ti'“l af
about forty-cight hours, signs of returning consciousness
were observed.  Restoratives were applied, and in a short
time she was able to converse, and in a few days she was
to all appearances as well as ever. During her state of
apparent death, she was at times |5l.‘3|'|lli."i'|.:_'!|' conscious of
her surroundings, although unable to move or make the
p.-li;_IhL—,'wt 45;_;:1 to let those around her know she was still
alive”

THE DANGER IS5 REAL

[t may be said that the dangers which have been

referred to i this (']1.‘I!I:c'|' are not so imminent in

the United Kingdom as in France, Spain, Portugal,
or even in the United States, owing to the existence
of a more temperate climate, and the ]n:«chr |:lt“|'iHL|
allowed for burial. This may be so and yet the

danger be considerable. It must be remembered that

in the rural districts nothing in the shape of examination

to establish the fact of death is practised ; while m

certain parts of Cornwall, throughout the greater part
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of agricultural Ireland, amongst the Jews in all cities
and towns, as well as those who in all places are certihed
as having died of cholera, small-pox, and other infectious
and epidemic diseases, burial often follows certified death
quite as quickly as in the Continental States before
mentioned. In all the public resorts on the Continent
the i‘]u{u_',|-k1_':_'i;|q:|'ra. t|'||':|l|:n'['|. an insensate fear of death
and the injury which the possession of “ a corpse,” dead
or alive, may do to their business, have them coffined
and disposed of, particularly in the night, within a few
hours of their supposed death. Dr. D. de Lignitres, in
“FPour ne pas etre Enterré Vivant,” Panis, 1893, says he
has known of burials under such circumstances six hours
after death. This author SaVs that these scandalous
homicidal acts are of L".'vr:.'r!:L}.' occurrence, and that the
rapacious landlords have no difficulty in obtaining
certificates of death from the accommodating mors
verificatenrs. Every one who visits the kitels des villes
d'eanzx, des stations balnéaires, may verify (he says) the
truth of this statement for himself In short these are
willing disciples of the “ Latest Decalogue ™ :—

*Thou shalt not kill ; but need'st not strive
Officiously to keep alive.”



CHAPTER X[

FEAER OF PEEMATURE BURIA

DEMONSTRATED BY WILLS,

MAXY of those who are most familiar with the phenomena
of life and death, including celebrated physicians, men
of science, and clergymen, knowing that all the ordinary
signs of death (referred to in another chapter) have, in
practice, sometimes proved delusive, have been a prey
to the suspicion that a fatal mistake is possible in their
own case. They have, therefore, lelt precise instructions
in their wills for various preventives which experience
has shown to be necessary, and in some instances a
combination of these, so as to make doubly sure that
they shall not be subjected, like thousands of human
beings, to the unspeakable horrors of being buried
alive Such is the morbid dread of premature burial
that, since Count Kamice-Karnicki's method of pre-
venting burial alive (which will be described later on
has been introduced, many hundreds of persons in
France have left directions i their wills for his syaiem
to be adopted at the time of their alleged decease
Several daily papers drew attention to two wills
published on the same day, viz, Aug. 13, 1903, where
the testators gave special directions to ensure the
certainty of their demise.

One was the late Mr. John Newton, a well-known

silk -‘.f.'-_-r, of Macclesfield, who asked that his executor,
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on ]:n_-\u'in-:_-‘ of his death., should call in a doctor other

than his regular medical attendant, to ascertain and
satisfy himself, by any scientific or other means, that
life had left his body, and that he was not in a state

=

“coma, trance, or suspended animation.”

The second will was that of Miss Caroline Townsend
Robarts, of Bromley, Kent, in which the testatrix
desired that on her death a medical man should cut
an artery or apply some other means to ascertain that
death was certain, and to avoid the danger of her being

buried in a trance.
PECULIAR REQUESTS,

Mr. Horace Welby, in his volume entitled “ Mysteries
of Life, Death, and Futurity,” 1861, under the head of

“ Premature Interment,” P-: 114, says:—" How prevalent

12 the fear of b

¢ buried alive may be gathered from
the number of instances in which men have requested
that, before the last offices are done for them, such
wounds or mutilations should be inflicted upon their
badies as would effectually prevent the possibility of an
awakening in the tomb. Dr. Dibdin relates that Francis
Douce, the antiquary, requested, in his will, that Sir
.1'1:1'.||--||_'.' Carlisle, the surgeon, should sever his head
from his body, or take out his heart, to prevent the
return of vitality; and his co-residuary legatee, Mr.
I“':'t.’-"-fl'i' |~C. ElEI."\ also I:L_‘r‘l::li"—".a'll l|1|' same ::-E_lll,:l'il_:_j{:lﬁ to be
performed in the presence of his son.”

The late Lady Burton, widow of Sir Richard Burton,
|;;|-..-;i|;'|n.'4| that her heart was to be |:il'1'c':'c] 'u.l."i1_]'| = ]
needle, and her body to be submitted to a post-mortem

examination, and afterwards embalmed (not stuffed) by
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competent experts. Lady Burton, it is said, had been
subject to fits of trance on more than one occasion,
and was terribly afraid that such an attack might be
diagnosed as death.

The Secretary to the Howard Association says that
Howard, the philanthropist, dreaded premature burial
both for himself and others, and ordered that after
his death one or two of his veins should be opened,
and his burial =||,_'|;|.:r|.;d for at least five days.

AFPREHEKRSIONS OF WELL-ENOWN PERSOKAGES

Bishop Berkeley, Daniel O'Connell, and the late
Lord Lytton entertained similar apprehensions. Wilkie
Collins had a like fear, for he always left on his
dressing-table a letter in which he solemnly enjoined
his people that if he were found dead in the morning,
he should at once be carefully examined by a doctor.
Hans Christian Andersen had a similar dread, and
carried in his B ket a note to the effect that, when
the time came, his friends were to make sure that he
was |'1:.Li|}' dead before burial. Harriet Martineau left
her doctor ten pounds to see that her head was am-
putated before burial. The dread of being buried
alive dictated a clause in the will of the distinguished
actress, the late Miss Ada Cavendish, for the severance
of the jugular vein ; and prompted the late Mr. Edmund
Vates to leave similar instruetions, with the provision
that a fee of twenty guineas should be paid for the
operation, which was carried out. Mr. John Rose, of
New York, who died in November, 1895, made known

his earnest desire, that his coffin should not be closed,
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INSTANCES OF APPREHENSION, ]?‘*'j'p

but laid in the family vault at Roseton, and guarded
day and night by two caretakers, who were instructed
to watch for signs of re-anumation.

A well-known and eccentric Dublin  doctor, Dr

Heron, was found dead in his bed at Monkstown in
October, 1901, and pinned to the bed over his bod)
was the following note, written in pencil :—* Notice.
Do not bury me till 1 am dead. Don't mind the
doctors, unless they put a knife through my heart.
You will never forgive yourselves. To all in the
Division Court when [ may be thought dead. No
z:'l-.rt'ln] can tell if a man is dead until he }JLZ;_:[IH- o
rot, or there is a good hole through his head.” Ewidence
at the i'.:-:lm'ﬂ showed that the |Jf-|--u-!| was taken in
darkness in mistake for a slegping draught, and a
verdiet of “death from misadventure” was returned.
One of His Majesty’s Judges informed the author
recently, that he was so convinced of the danger of
premature burial, that when sojourning in a strange
city he made a practice of arranging with the Surgeon
(zeneral, or other trustworthy expert, to see that life
was absolutely extinct before the interment of his

remains
'-."'-5~|-:"'|:"|C.1l.'jl-'-'1"- BY THE LANCET.

The Lancer, March 17, 1886, says :—" There are many
apparently trustworthy stories afloat, both in this country
and on the Continent, which favour the belief that
premature interment not only does sometimes take
place, but is really of not so unfrequent occurrence as
might be supposed. Some few believe it to be not an

Ii:'.l:!..nl!'1i:..' event, and break out into a cold ]ll!"l'-\.|:-i'|'."|[i|,|||
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at the thought of the possibility of the misfortune
happening to themselves. Others have actually made
provision in their wills that means should be taken, by
cutting off a finger, or making a ]H?f‘.“lul‘itl incision, ete.,
to excite sensibility, in case any should remain after
their supposed death ; whilst a French countess, in order
to escape so terrible a fate, left a legacy to her medical
attendant as a fee for his severance of the carotid artery
in her body before it was committed to the tomb.™

Those who are most apprehensive of apparent death
being mistaken for real death are the clergy and other
ministers of religion, and funeral directors—in other
words, those who know the most about it

Let anvone introduce the subject when in company,
and startling cases will invariably be narrated by one
and another sufficient to shake incredulity, and to
compel us to realise the danger to ourselves, as well
as to all other members of the community, under our
present loose customs in regard to the treatment of
the supposed dead. [f this dread of premature burial
is not universal, as some writers and authorities aver,
it is certainly widely extended; and the evidence set
before our readers will show that it is by no means
without foundation

PuBLIC TESTIMONIES.

The Rev. John Kingston, chaplain R.N., writing to
the (London) Morning Post, September 18, 1895, says—
“ The danger of being buried alive appears to be a ver)
real one: and 1 can testify, from my expernence as a

clergyman, that a great many persons are haunted by
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the dread of that unspeakably horrible fate” The
writer further expresses a hope that the ventilation of
tl“f‘ .‘i‘.EIE_]jl_,"Ct '||'|,']IH I_:Iﬂ_: {l.l”l.l'd'i_"l'll hf.' ]lr.‘li'tl-l::l.] I:.l.l"\:I.JIIII:";.

While speaking on the subject of premature buria
in a lecture delivered at Everett Hall, Brooklyn, New
York, June, 1883, Mr. J. D. Beugless, the then President
of the New York Cremation Society, said that an under-
taker in that city (Brooklyn) recently made provision in

-

his will, and exacted a promise from his wife of great
caution, that his body should be cremated, being induced
thereto by the fear of being buried alive.  * Live burials,”
he says, “are far more frequent than most people think.”
It is reported that another undertaker of Brooklyn some
time since deposited a body in a receiving vault tempo-
rarily : when he went some days later to remove it for
burial, what was his horror, upon opening the niche in
which the coffin had been placed, to find the body
erouching at the door, stark in death, the hair dis-
hevelled, the flesh of the arms lacerated and torn, and
the face having the most appalling expression of horror
and despair ever witnessed by mortal eyves !

CATALEPSY. Ok ——

-5
&
'

An undertaker, writing to the Plymontl Mornine
News, October 2, 1895, mentions that he reluctant]y
buried a young person, who lay in the coffin for seven
clear days without sign of decomposition, and only
consented to close the coffin then, on the assurance that
the same conditions attended all the deaths which had
previously occurred in the family. Dr, Hartmann and
other authorities have found that such cases are probably
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During  the nix.‘,f'.i he was delirious and

restless ;: toward morning all untoward symptoms

subsided. and a -i'.::e". slecp followed the extreme rest
lessness. . . . He died six weeks afterwards, unde

SYMDptoms Of urrEmic oxication

ing these six

e - | P
weeks he had several other attacks—one very prolonged
and almost fatal—in which artificial respiration was

SAINE SUCCESS

The editor of the Manchester Criferion, December 11,

1395, 5ays “ Manyv cases of sudden death have been

eENtombpacd whno were réealiy Jtlf'-_'-:_' s far as the union ol
; : : :

the body and soul 15 concerned. Sudden « ISAppecarand
\ I

. - ' = 1
of lile 15 very common, due to excessive weakness

a partial cessation of the heart's action; and doctors

death certificates until

Many object to this delay, and on the app

apparent death, often hurry t
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THE RESPIEATORA

oisoning by chloral, and in catalepsy, there may be

life when no external movement of the chest is

HEArT AxD CIRCULATION TEST.

'|.-;.L.|5 doubt attends the absence of the arterial
pulsations and heart sounds It is quite certain that
the i:-:_:'\-\.:'h of the body, as well as the movements
and sounds of the heart, may be undetectable at a time
when the body 15 not -|5!i:-. not dead but lII

recoverabfe,"—J/lbidewm, p. 14

Bouchut found that his original statement made

i-:'-',!'.r -|:' ,"-;-,il'!]r e, to 1_i'||,' = ."-.", that an

of the action of the heart for two

a certain ]1'.----1" of -!x':Lti‘., WaS Incorrect.
the heart should be hstened to for hall
[Dr. Brouwardel, in commenting upon this,
saysh—" You cannot listen to a heart for half-an-houn
continnously. Try to do so0; in five or six minutes
ou will hear buzzing and murmurs of all sorts, and

at last yvou will hear the beating of

y
= F
o
¥

The abzsence of the beats of the heart may

of apparent death, but nof
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shirhtest cardiac sound or movement, and wvet thes

have rallied and lived. M. Depaul has e

similar instances. M. Brachet has recorded?! an in

of @ man in whom neither sound nor movement «

the heart could be heard for eight minutes, and who

nevertheless survived.,  Another adult case 15 mex
| v M. (nrbal

by IDr. Josat as having been witnessed b
of Montpellier. . . . 5ir B. Brodie and others have

described children born without hearts,.  The circt

15 maintained at one period of human hife wi
the aid of the heart. It is, besides, -:ll'-.l.-' consistent

ith the facts observed in hysterical and other con-
ditions of the nervous system, that the action of the
heart, ke that of other muscles, should be 50 ¢ x‘.'.:"..‘.-'i_'-'

¥ §

t to be cognisable by any sound or 1

cehle as no

anl vet it may have sufficient movement slowly

the blood through the system 1 1
endowment 15 suspended T
cases of catalepsy, and of auther nt

CEALDhD, the :'._'--:||,',|_I:--|'_-. muscles

move, vet inspication and expiration however slowly
nd imperceptibly—must have taken place
4 Worrrs TEST
By #igor wmortis is meant
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illnesses, or after great fatigue,

early and does not last long, but in the case of

dying while in good health its onset is delayed and

ion much longer. I[ts causes and mode of
production are practically unknown,

e, H"S-;-.': 5. Chew observes - —" r"l..:'-x:,.- morlis is a
comdition that seldom or never SUpErvenes im the hot

weather in India. and is often a

In persons dying of sunstroke, the rigidity comes on

very late. When a corpse is kept in a w

molst atmosphere, FEFOF HIGFELE 15 usually e
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I n el
L IVE 5 L 1. 11 SECHE J | &1 (] . SSELY
of th 1 1 CCOl ATy Ing mtense to
nce supervenes at once, and lasts as as tl

Lancet of June 10, 1897, p. I
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each and then looking
between the :il':'ll'l": o sec 1
of light. he the iy 1

1 1 = . b - =11
nne ol sCarléet Ccolour '.!Il.'l'l.! 1= ircuiation stuil m

1 . 3 . "W -
Progngéss, and IOre EvVICence action, wnilst 1t

ation has ceased

nation, then the cire

s occurred. The stration 1 am about to

rive indicates, however, that this test 1 be received

wt caution. The facts run as follows:

[ was called in [anuary last to visit a lady seventy-three

» suffering from chronic bronchitis. She

sufiered at mmtervals from similar attacks

d !|'E:'_\_'h L periced of twenty-five vears I'he present attack
vas very severe, and as she was obviously 1n a sta ol

% decrepitude her symptoms naturally ¢ rise
sich anxiety. Nevertheless she rallied and
i ol 30 much that after a few days my attendance

A [ |;|'_|:;':|, 1 he | I‘.:".|'|'!I:_: more of this
afl bruary H6—a perl el of three weeks when
l early in the morning to see her
L e messenger 1

.
me [hat

in the usi

she looked

death had

W h [ was by her
] 0l DRcathimg, ol pPlise,
the hands, slightly flexed, were

pance looked like that of a living person, the eyves

b pen 1 life e 1 b to be dead, and
. ity of the upper limbs icated commenc-
rigor mrordts ;. but this curious fact was related t
"W i relative, that « before she had passe




into a death-like state, with si

the rigidity of the arms and hands, trom which sta

had recovered, and after which she h

enced the direst apprehension of

communicated to her relatives, who urged me to

g = - 1 . " 1 1
nothing undone for determining whether il

it extinct. Under the circumstances [ su

[ Dr. (now Sir) Benjamin Ward Richardson

made the [ wiifs of death a special '-'-Zf-i;;:'.'. shoul

a low temperature, even though death had occurred
There now remained the diaphanous test, which we
carried out by the aid of a powerful reflector lamp,
Vel e an excellent and penetrati 1 gl l'o ou
the SCAriet in of licht betw 1 the fingers was
as distinet as it was in our own hands subjected to the
SAME experiment f course
chistinctly to the . but. t

make assurance don

the room raised a

l-\.|:_""\- |.| ri._'|.|!||| st
!
*The results of
f . 11
lactory, as lollowin M tin eacn 14 |
c1erht I £ tl ¥ 25 e
e L MLl 15 AR LT
. = - < .
| the point of mvy paper 15 t Now the utter inacled
| L : |

of the diaphanous test

Her anxiety, it will be easily conceived, was re:

6 Wals L

| iL.! .'..._'L 5 CX[Er

ive
lily

#:1
cil
.-
LLIS
111
1
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an mstance in which the test applied to the hand of

Ve 10 evidence ol

A :-l||_1' who had -'.||1'.-5_r fainted o

the red line:

she therefore, on that test alone, mij

lared dead. In my case the reverse was

have been di
!.-:'l--C:-‘.'I,u'-!, the |:-|:|i_'\.' was dead, whilst the red hine
=S U sed to indicate life was |?':.':|."'- '.!_'-f visible, IHence

the test might possibly lead to a double error, ane

rht never of itself to be relied upon.

. - .
deration whether

“It is a question worthy of cor

on observed was due to the Auid state ol

the colon

1e blood after death @ 1t 15 not unreason

Si, -|I:':, | |||'f;1-|_'|' ‘.:1\-|'-;--.:|,' to oler 1:1|- LS

further comment.”

Orfla, * Médicine

colitie i, hserves :

rove that the h the
vie and th Vi
h t




referread to SAY'S “ N UMEerous {"\'!-I":I:'.l'l"h have been

1 [} . & ]
"..'.!'-.I"'"'i ob LLHAN

suoeested as means ol ascertal

or whether the amnimation 13

but, l|'|'-:l:~|! these suooestion
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veric Tieidity, the expulsion
from the mi all these
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isalated
irom apparent death
!
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1
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long trained as my own to detect the sounds of the

heart; there was no pulse at the wrist, and the tem
EI"'I'-l'n.:II.' '-|. the :tJl.-l:.:-. hact I..'E..::'!: [ (8] l,l_;." |.:|_|';" [': this
condition the man had lain for some hours before my

arrival; and yet, under the simple acts of raisi

warmth of the room to 84" Fahr, and inject

o the stoma h, he ralhed slowly ot

¥
sleep, ancd

macle a perfect recovery.”

cal practitioners frequently assert that the
signs of death are guite easy and impossible to mis
take Lir. Richardson, who has had the best of reason
13 already shown, for observation and investigation,
holds a different opinion, and enumerates the signs of
death as follows -

1) I a|.—i|'.':1 ry fallure, including absence of wvisibl
movements of :|'||' -]]c'--‘., .|_|:-|':'.:':' o 1,"'-.' I'-.'H'.liT.L'-II'_'.

i

murmur, absence of evidence of transpiration of water

vapour from the lungs by breath

i Carcdiane  failure Ry (M. o} . f

i LA CHER slliune, 1 Il ek DRSS T L&) el UEET
st ] o b I "l. ey nel of eardia -|"l|:
IISsALION, O CAarcliac Imo HARLA Lol Cine LITICh

. < ' + e

r nce of t SN or ninng ol the veins o

1 Reduction of the temperature ol the body bel
i l! tandard
| : %
¥ ) Iy 4l [ LSl L L Lt
Lo ition of the blo
= Ahbhs ol 51 b rust « pxidation of ;
tec] bla it P ] it deep into the tissu
r i | I R
needle te i i et an LMY
Absence of red colour 1n semi-transparent parts |
! !
er the influence of a powerful stream of lizht




SIR B W, RICHARDSON'S “SIGNS

us of salvanism, of heat, and of puncture.

ction of ammonia (Montiverdr's test
i1) Putrefactive decomposition,

i 3 ~ o AREm m RaE 11 "
Sir Benjamin sums up a5 Iolows

se signs point to death—if there

of the pulse or heart, and no sounds
heart : if the veins of the hand do not Cliarge f
distal side of the nllet ; 1if the blood 1in the vemns ¢

ulum = if the ealv;

the evidence mav be o

15 absolute. If these sig

any cdoubt, or even it they leave no l| n1nt, one

of practice should be carried out. The

should be kept in a room, the temperature of whi
been raised to a heat of 84" Fahr, with moistur
throurh the air; and in this warm and

remain until distinet

:'k'*|'.:'-..|."l':'\.' unction ; il there be no

\bsence of muscular contraction under the stim

bsence of red blush of the skin after subcutaneot
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: 3 B = { s
1|'I'I:"l'~|.'l:] untilk this WIS Lvaca L test was mamiest

his wishes were relisiously observed.”

PRECAUTIONS IN WURTEMBERG.

In the I'\'::"-l.: Decree issued 11_‘- the Government for

examining the dead in Wilrtemberg, dated January 24,
1882 (Diense- Verschriften fiir Leichenschaner, Stutteart,

IHHF, vArlous hi:_:".-. .|_|'||i -:'kil-:':'!-||;:';;1_~. [::||' |_'|'|.||a--i!'.,\ the
othcial inspector of deaths to ascertain if actual death
has taken place are laid down. Among these are:

=

e AssUIme

1) * The cessation of sensibility

if. on raising the eyehd, the :-1||:Ef remainsg unaltered

when a hrhted candle 15 held close to it ; or of

odours, such as those derived from onions,

volatile ammonia, or |+:-L' severe friction of

arms, or soles of the feet, the iII:":lliL'il.l.';i 1 ol

or burning

or if sealing-wax di
uces no reaction, and particu
atter case the skin does not bliste

The stoppage of the circulation of the blood,
apart from the absence of heart-beating, if, after tyn

1 the arm, 5.|.:. ".-.".I'I- ':=' N

a tight bandage arou
1 . i1 b | R DI [ . pr— |

AL .I|r_ =01 thne ||_-_:||_-. D INEr nrmiy '__Iui!'.'ll.':.. FLN R4 ]

'I|:' 1 i-|';| KITE I|',:' IHps, Mo Bl ol -:'-l'.li-|.'-' turther-

1

maore, i, on he hand in front of a bright

tne  diapl

orer Lral slucent as in the livine
Nor should the inspector ever neglect to examine
the heart to ascertain the complete absenc of all
und, and to test the absence of breath |.~:-. aother

[ & h‘i::" E!|'||'!': S
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o3 ot by sagn ] ] Byt f
urther adds that t

1858 &

furnish absolute proof of dea

|
|
|
I he resc
IllllI 1010
describes what further pr :ll.'l‘||:::__h-» to mstitute ['hese

|
P, 2395 I distingm
apparent |
YT a TEY T T4a ¥ T
i commented 1 ur columns uj

attention to the mu
which a skilful observer may avold mistaking cases of

' S - i
-;:..'I. SUISTMEN O CCO Anmation

WO 1O Li] the questiorn
NErein rajseod, '1'.-. A Imur a VORI IMan amicted with
5 §= i 3 g -

A contasous disease apparently !:E:I! "-|]|.|:='!!| ||

custom, sent for the Mavor, in whose presence

the lid was removed from the coffin. Whereupon. to

1 the horror of the spectators, it was 1 | that th
| i T e 1 ¥ :
dead man had only just succumbed to asphvxia [ e

1 e 3 +1
PleRI Tl L1WE cne
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scanty ackinow e

extracts from Dr. Gowers

article o I'rs Cluain's * Dictionary of Medicine.'
The possibilit death taken for
the '
|i_ 1
i t
(L8] L) |
death that modern science yaal
Moreover, even by the ig car
v e questioned o tre
faction During th il
ppear which, taken collectively, allow of an absolut

£
;
LF
4 h
1 | Buria " NArrow escap { |
1 .
it t1 readiul cases hich ired from
i ; e
t e t time 1n the FUET 5 | frrdies W et
N tself Commenting  up the case of a
2Ariy 1 I L 1 n 1Ca 11
i of October 21 il
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J-:'l-_' i_']l--tl' =11T11 Ly 'l.'|.|'|'.l..!'l 15 Oocasionaly seen to

connect the appearance of death with that of exhaustion

1g disease was lately illustrated in a somewhat

manner. An anfant, seized with convu
posed to i'|.'|'.'-.' l':.il'll ;Il:l'-l!'l i!',;'-.".' '|1','|.'|_'I-;'\-\. aro at
Hill. After five days' interval, preparations

for 1ts interment, when, at the OTave s

a cry was heard to come from the coff

and the child was found to

Such is

taken o

Wwas taken |I'.I!E'Il.'. dAlldl 15 1ecOVEl

.ll*-"l.' account of rl'll.' f.|h--~r I':_'l.'-'lllj.|'-| case of 51

.'Ii'l:'.:'..L'.i'li'I. l'l.1'. L= I'Il"'l: oL NOWw i-.'.!i'l!llli ek o

b |

physical meaning of coma. It is well known that

. " . L
A5t 1Oor c'll||-521:x'i'.'|!:-||,' periodds, ;;,|':||
Praciised eye, wear very much

In the present in

likely since the latter state is apt to be a transient o

putrefaction can be relied wpon as infallible. In actual
death, however, one may confidently reckon on the
co-existence of more than one of thes: After a period
of five days, not one should have 1 1 Besides
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death which are sand NMoE T s how iI_ we take leave 1o
doubt, the posf-merfem lividity of dependent paris affords
¥

Sure pro f, as its absence sugoests a doubt, of death.

Then there is the eve, sunken, with j_i'.;Lil_'.' surface, flacci

cornea, and dilated insensitive puj Most practitioners

.
Blgali

bly, are accustomed to rely upon stethoscopic
evidence of heart-action or |'-:'--;|il'.!|‘.:---!‘! These alone .
;‘!-1|'|'-:|_ are ,|.||'t'|- 15k .|_|'.'.'.|,_'., 3 31 I.|-|: 1e1 r 1o i ||.'- the

question of vitality, if they be watched for during one

or two minutes. .|.-|'Il. re 15 T i1~.:'::'.n|.1:|- n as to whethe

the child so nearly buried alive was seen by a medical
man. It 15 dithcult to beheve that, if 1t had been. some
of hife would not have been observed. Still, the

case is a teaching one, even for medical men, and warns

us to look Ior a I.'III'.I|!'II.:.'.II-Z'. of known tests where any

exists as to the fact of death.” The i

Lpparent ttion  of ] uid  circulat i

not aflord the ent or th ¥t 1l senses

i %] gl % LCLUL 1 -u':.|:|:- 10 dletect

I 1 1 rCulation | th nalliest degree com

Lt i1 ith o1 existence | of heat is o 10
el el s v fan Imay mtinue, and reci ry

1 Jlel I k I It |.l-|||




according to Dr. Li
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teristics ol abso

The difficulty

be allowed renc
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e
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515 many cases 1l

ind necessity for a
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| writers, whilst a
nature of the current pri tice
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amongst medical experts. Dr. Gannal in = e
la Mort,” Paris, 1800, p. 27, observes: 1y
ll.l"- - = hact :'Jl't'*-l.'fu-‘.-:'*l characters |-|. a s jl.'. -

certamnty, it 15 unquestionable that the unanmimity

authors would have recogni

One sign held to be good by some, is declared bad by

o L
LA

Dr. Gannal affirms with iteratio

vivecal sig ssolution

1 i n T 1 a
1] '-.-'I'Ii:l:‘-ul'.:l'll't. lll, authon whatever

N stration

1
o a dc

aoF HASTE.

i ed t a st i ma or su
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i i t i, 3 »
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1t ; now, there 15 nend

. r e
of the ODharfr Hifustraleda

oree of doubt attends the ordinary appearance of death,
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most awlul of all t

he horror of thing is simply

OFFICIAL KEGULATIONS IN BAVARIA
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N are extracts from the | II!II i
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Indications of death may be noted

1 If there 15 no indication of any 4]

1 the regwon of thi

rt, at the neck, at the tem

2} If the eyelids wh

b5 ApPEAr dulled, and

| o, A |

1ken,

angs down, and immediately

muscles fe

hard and stiff (rigidity

ATTE RN
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of the bod
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show no

body, and the principle of

e of death, may

1 =
of all the organs

But how difficult it is to de-

principle may not be revived!

s ':-'|Z'.-:'*-C-', |||'.-.'-.'i|'|:'*-~' (81| I.:Zl.' ]l- 18 & i | il:':ll:.':'::_ ".:l'

LRI L ¥ l\.l.'!! IWTICSS i:"! !! L |I,E| VEery
uncertain signs. M. Zimmerma them all
upon  the b dy ol a criminal, who fainted thro _L':a

t which he

dread of that punishim:

11, draceed about, and t

iner as dead bodies are, without the least sions of

resistance, and vet, at the end of twenty-

was recalled to life by mes

Mr. Walker's history was written near

VEArs

A, DUt Z|'||' CLUSLOM he deprecated still







unprofessional, and -fi-,'lﬁ.'.u'--l'l'.f Then. azain, the num
ber of nurses and of those qualifying for thi: L
vocation 15 already 1 excess of the demand, an
1nst ms, under the keen competition to
hich they are subjected, are reducing their charges
N o care and tre nent of the si ] is
vocation, offering a wi for the
1 tructed :I!I'."-;l :.Iil .||:|E :i::' tencer and SyImy athetic
LFse, #Al ' I ',!'n' ;||:'|Ei:|_;;||'-- | EA T skl s on [
1iys at hand, as they should be, in eve hospital,
to hall station, and in all large
il'!- LS L '\-i'll:l,'l (' i :]'.'.
1 G A ula 1 aved Whil
1 we ho or retreats for
t for the apparently dead
WL |.|.|:: 1 © 15 |
f: ' t mode of tre
il ,I= 1 actice |
ratitiol fear, by w many i 1l
i 1 I f 1 | ] Ccaba I 1 -
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author says :—"" Lxzner

i:-.!|‘-" .|_:'||i :r.‘r.,‘,h:n:,:, ‘,:-'||,- :"|;..l;|' ol o ;u 115 i
liscolouration, a certain . and the
iml which are only decep irns, and not the

WISDOM OF DELAY IN BURIAI

able D¢, Hufeland says:—* One

e Ry i
in deciding as to lile or death,

. r I
the uneral as

ain as to death.

alive,

|’ 111 v I ¥
that | 1oulct 1 CcCt thos:
! \ ! ¥ 1
] ]
esm o De o 1 I'he HORIER D2 Ereaied
1 1 [ -
i 1N 4 1 Dxcl [or thirty-six TH







Favpes r | B . v v - | - #
INLCrmedaimne statc, w hach reac !.-.;'-- Irom the instant o

(LT nas

opinion 1 thousandth part
have been, and are, for want I
I &

M. 1 Lruerr his * Danger

ollected a list of two thous three  hun ana

thirteen cases from varion FCE He estimates th
nu } O purials |1 France at twe pet
thousar

i i to the French Senate by M. de la
Gueronnitre, stating that lv large n o
of persons are annually buried alive. This statement
ipported by statistics I'he author has tried t
i I th tition these documents
t pu iy the State department




AN INSTANCE Ol

A MEeDICAL Man's CAUTION.

The following appears in the Lamee? June 14, 1554

.
p. 1104 :

# Sir —That this is an incident that does happen,
and frequently has happe |, has for some years past
been Iy firm conviction: and II.Z'.'E:1__-_ |-;;§-1-'1|‘|i-'=~_
particularly in the East, its possible contingency has
frequently caused me much anxiety; and when the
burial has, for sanitary reasons, had to be wver
hurried, [ always made it a rule to withhold my
certificate, unless | had personally inspected the body
and assured myselfl of the fact of death

“The reason and necessity for extreme caution
such matters were impressed vividly upon me some
Vears ago, when wvisitinge the crypt af the cathe | at

rdeaux, where wlies were shown, to whom, |

' think it obvious, most terrible of all occurrences
.

must have !"Iil}l_" and I am unable toe attribute

the position in w

L ||!-|::'

h they were found in tl

i the look of horror which their faces still displayved

to any action W FEroy aRorfls or anwv

3

ch L1Ere, but -Lil‘.]|:1'_'- and solelyv to their having awakened

to a full appreciation of their most awful position.

the case of one of these bodies, which was found
I g n its -~:I|-.'. the were drawn up nearly L

vel with the abdomen, and the arms

:-:*il.i'lil as to convey the impression that both thes

and the legs had been used in a desperate, but fut

tempt to push out the side of the coffis

- -
r
x

< of horror remaining on the face was simpl

indes ribable In the other case, the bodv wa fi

| =
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lying on its face, the arms extended above the head,

attempting to push out the top of the coffin. In

the year 1870 these two bodies were still on view :

and the attendants uzsed to dw it some !-'I'l;\"lj"l Lpon

I'I'-f..' |'I|-.'".'|-:I"~' |'|- -'la'i'.‘: z EI'I:';'iI

.

alive. It appears. that
some years prior to 1870, in making excavations in a
churchyard in the immediate vicinity of the cathedral,

3 - 1 ¥
tl'l{: WO ITIET] came upon & .!Jl:'ll L8] grodnd b |

. = =
natect ".'.'![l'! SOIme A5y

apparently was unpreg

material, as all the bodies within this belt, to

number of about two hundred, were fo
almost as perfect as when they were buried ; of these
a selection appears to have been made: and at the
time I mention about thirty or forty were exhibited,
|.-:-.-;;|.1;~r:. up on iron frames, in the ery pt of the
cathedral. The impression left on my mind at
the time was, ‘that if out of two hundred bodies so
discovered there could be two in which, to SV the
least. there 15 a strong ':-|'-1|:;|||:Ii'._1' of live interment,

13

this awful possibility was a thing that should receive

more atten rally devoted to i I am

e vt el fer 1 wgey ey 1
Sir, yvour o |I'|.'\-.|I SCTVEIL,

are  very I-i"'il nt. M. Gaubert in “ Les Chambres
Mortuaires o Attent says: “ During the
monarchy of Ju ctitio not ceased to come in

from all parts of France to the Chamber of Deputies.

For a great number of yvears, said the Deputy Varin,
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be far from the truth in estimating the number of
victims to apparent death at eight thousand a
and asks il France be so rich in population as to be
able to pay such an enormous tribute. Dr. Josat
laurdat de 'Institut, declares that a considerable

number of people refuse to wisit Frar

that they might be overtaken by apparent

precipitately buried a
IN ENGLAND, INDIA, AND THE CONTINENT

The Underiakers fourmal, July 22, 1889, the edito

wrtunities of :x':--l.'.::.__ th

of which has L!.'\l.l."!ll.il-"':l. ]

true facts, observes: “ It has been pri v
ontracdiction that there are more bunals alive than is

generally supposed.  Stories of these cases are numer

1S, Five cases are reportedd on p. 65 of this Sami
S tl r T - e P
issue, one the wile of a well-known tradesman at st

Leonards, medically pronounced dead, but who revis
b frire il was Lo late -'-|.'=.:._'.' undertakers
rf:'-.-:'l'ih:' --::'|'|'::.'||' |':'\,E |"'i:"t'-'-.'-,"

Dr. Roger 5. Chew [ Calcutta, m reply to tl

author's inguiries whil

in India in the early part
the vear 1896, says: " There are hundreds of instan:
on record where from some cause, as syncope, sh
chloroform, hysteria, or other condition not clearls

assumesd a stat

Y

completely  arrcsii

ance, and

the vital functions have passed into a

hibernation or apparent d




I o 1
I FLIT L il
|| :\'I

| lamiiy

f .'||J:'-LZ-Z'Z:.i'.

Fran Hartmann, { Hallein, Austria, whi

Buried Alive” 1 now beine translated into

=

has llected seven hundred cases of premature

. g
nd narrow escapes, g f have oc-

1 11 'y OWTI 1€ _:i:l-' VU0 1N 15 1] VPATITCN
actual danger to every member of the n

. K

15 of serious proportions, and that the s1 1

= 1 e o] writly I 3 . g oy a i el
e trifled with. He 15 a strong advocate

remation as offering the easiest practical method

will e subject
T ooduced 1 an infuential

United States, or

£ il follows another 1

; ccession by sons  fur particulars o

s I trance, ¢ .L',.l-:l'il*-_‘-.., and of narrow escapes from

ving burial he Paris Fieare opened its columns

S0Me years ago 1o this -'.:iJ_f-'.'.. and in fifteen davs
ved four hundred letters from all parts of France
W we consider Tl all the reported case
of resuscitation have come about spontaneously ane
dependently of human itervention, it become:

nt, owing to our ignorance and apathy, that
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In IRELAND.

As an illustration of '|';|4l.'.' burial m Ireland.

following report of a meeting of the Roscrea Guardians
i5s taken from the Awng's County Chronicle, Parsons-
town, [reland, Aupust 27, 1806

“ Thursday—Present T. Jackson, DNV.C.. in the
chair; L. 5 Maher, J.P.; M. Bergin, J.P.; W. ]
Menton, W. Jackson, P. Roe

“Mr. Roe—You made short work of Jack Ryan at
the chapel of Knock. He was alive and speaking at
three o'clock, and buried at six the same day. The

Master stated that, it being supposed the man died from

an infections disease, no person would assist in cof
him till a message came asking that he (the Maste
would send out some of the male inmates, and he sent
two and had him coffined and interred. ©Mr. Roe—T he

not cold when he was buried, Master [he

[Tl WAl

nun tells me the man had an ounce of tobaceo claspe:

tichtly in his hands. Chairman—What disease had he ?
Clerk—Pneumonia was certified by the doctor. The

people believed that he had died from an infecti

chisease, and insisted he

| B horied 1mimediate]
d be buried immediatel

Mr. Roe—It was certainly sh

ort work—a man dying at

three o'clock and buried at six. Master—This man was
married to a woman who was a nurse m the old

Mmore ','.l."-‘]':':l:w'_ .|.I|l:. |.|E|.':l\.' '.!'.l;-: Al ]I',,:|;'|.,'_

(LT referenoe 8 bar Loans Ireland, the &7 LCT
wicle, Parsonstown, 5 nber 17, 1500, says dren are
1y r dleath, but adults wakor mat
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have to take their chances with the In_'..'.-h'rir:; of trance
and other forms of apparent death, as well as with
ignorance, indifference, and unseemly haste, that seem
to encompass a man at a time when he is in need of
the most considerate care.”

Embalming is no doubt preferable, as was thought
by the late Lady Burton, to the risks, prevailing in
almost all countries, of burial before ecareful medical
examination, for the reason that it is better to be killed
outright by the embalmer’s poisonous injections, or even
to come to life under the scalpel of the anatomist, than
to recover underground. A leading New York investi-
gator has openly declared his belief that a considerable
number of human beings (supposed by their relatives to
be dead, but who are really only in a state of death
trance) are annually killed in America by the embalming
process,

e late Miss Frances Power Cobbe was so impressed

].I:-.' e fear of being bured alive, for reasons wiich

are recited on page 126, that she E_II'I:_'I-:_'I'I'-I_"I'i I‘E-L"'ill;_[ illed
outright by the surgeon’s knife, rather than run the risk
she so much dreaded, | cl|1=:'-iL|L'|'.t|_'.', her will containec
viser,

the following solemn injunction to her medical ad

which was duly carried out by the editor of this work :
To perform on my body the operation of completely
and thoroughly severi

17 the arteries of the neck ane

windpipe, nearly severing the head altogether, so as

to make any revival 1o i

e grave absolutely impossible,
If this operation be not performed, and its completion
witnessed by one or other of my executors, and testifie

by the same, | pronounce all bequests in this will te

e nuil and void




an authorisation should be obtained from the Home

SECTetary This 15 probably

ommittee might very well have extended its

aof Commons

SUDject ol
1
port that in

D  prevent

aling cases of death by poisoning, The Sele

ing the death before

ct. Legisl i £l ted  States her
Iming is extensively practised among
1s a matter of urgent ::-:'.:'-~"1_'., Ti
of onl town where the city

ation belore permitting

edition of Dr. Currv's © Observations
ath,” 1815, p. 105, the case is cited of
I Pembroke, who died April 10, 163

embalmed
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open, the heart beran to beat again: the Cardina
returned to consciousness, and was just able to grasp
the knife of the surgeon, when he fell back ai

in reality.”?

lied
0

U'he fonwrnal de Rowen, Aug. 5, 1837, relates the

HNowinge :
*Cardinal Somaglia was seized with a severe ill-

ness, from extreme grief; he fell into a state of

"_'lltl.k'l|-i'. '.'-\..!'.i\_'l'l !J-__H'I_I,'l’] L] II-

o that the persons arol

him thought him dead Preparations w

made to embalm his h--ui_'.;_ before the 1|1'_t|';-:'.1._1f'~-_-

process should commence, in order that he might be

placed in a leaden coffin, in the famil:
operator had scarcely penetrated into his chest, when
the heart was seen to beat. The unfortunate patient,

who was returning to his senses at that moment, had

Il sufhcient strength to push away the kn

SUTEent, but too late, for the lung had been mort ally
wounded. and the J|;|1_"..-;||l died 11 a most lamentable
Mmanner.”

Dr. Hartmann in “ Premature Burial,” p. 80, says

ated actress Mdlle. Rachel died at Paris

onn 4th January, 1858, After the process of embalm-

ing her body had already begun, she awoke from her

trance., but died ten hours afterwards ow tio the
injuries that had been inflicted upon her.”
The Celestial City, New York, June 15, 1880, records

of Mrs. Eleanor Fletcher

1 ; : ;
celebrated mind-reader.,

“ Anent the unzeemly haste exercised by the doctors

% - + o r Wi o T M t
Eqp P by Tk. Frang |: ATLIAAAT ki FreImainre I-I..I.I.
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:_u'||:5; In ]1;_-|| In an easy i-.:al;lrn.-, ner lace ]1;1|.:|:‘.. but

placid and composed, as il she were in a deep sleep,

while the heat of the body had not diminished. A vein
WS "I:L.':‘.rll by them, and various stimul .'L|;l.'|:.-;|i, but
without affording any sien of resuscitation. After two

hours of hesitation and delay, a message being brought

n

it the jury were waiting for their evidence, they were
forced to proceed to the flTﬁtiL'l."l‘.Hl‘:. In moving the
body for this purpose, the warmth and pliancy of the
limbs were such as to give the examiners the idea that
they had to deal with a living subject! The internal
cavities, as they proceeded, were found so warm that a
VEry -.--|Jiu|i.- steam issued from them on EXPOSUre All
the viscera were in a healthy state, and nothing was
detected which could throw the smallest lisht on the
cause of this person’s death.” Tidy (" Legal Medicine'
part i, p. 140, remarks thereon—" A mistake had no
doubt been made in this case, as its warmth was not
caused by decomposition.”

In the " Cyclopadia of Practical Medicine,” edited by
i _|r-|1r| Forbes, M.D., and others, 1847, vol.
PR 548-0, we find the :'.-f!r--.-.in;;: "."*-'r-l]‘.in;‘ I5 Mmore
certain than death ; nothing is more uncertain at times
than its reality: and numercus instances are recorded

tually at the verge
of the grave, before it was discovered that life still

:'.-|1:;|i:;|_'-'|; <'|'|'.:| even of somo 1.'.!'Ill were Il:"w-lf.'tl'!-[.:.'.t":l ||_1'

- persons prematurely burned, or ac

the knife of the anatormst. . . . Bruhier, a cele-

rated French physician, who wrote on the uncertainties
f the signs of death in 1742, relates an instance of a

i =

Ung wWoman upon whose ‘-Ii|3-':ll'.il.~l:"| LTS dll Anato-

! §

vical examination was about to be made when the fis
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MISTAKES

OF EMINEXNT ANATOMIS

storical instance of Vesalins has
tioned, but the facts appear to be

Vesalius,
arles the Fifth and

g persuaded that a cer

HEs=

Ilw-.'-{.'ZZ L]

unreiutec.
successively |

L
LEE 354,

P A ] .
SANANcaAs

nhyvreirdn s
phVsIcian o

his son Philip the Sec

LIl SAlilsi

_ aentle
1 hom he had under management, was dead, asked
liberty of his friends to lay open his body

beir rranted, he no sooner plunged his

nie 1 1...\'

body than he observed sig

i

; 1 Opx FIEr the breast, he

saw the heart pal

1 BT of the deceased, horrifie bv th
-u:_:!:l.'._ i-"!l'- 1eCl I'n..'!'--.l.jii;-L as a murderer 11l :i'.l'
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the first cut with the knife, the supposed dead man

jumped up and grasped the doctor’s throat, The doctor

was terrified, and died of ap -|.|'.-:'x_l.' on the spot, but the
“dead ' man recovered fully.”
Brigade-Surgeon W. Curran m lis eighth paper

entitled “ Buried Alive," relates the following :(—* At
the Medical College at Calcutta, on the 1st
ruary, 1861," so writes my friend as above, “the bady

of a Hindu male, about twentv-five vears of age, was

brought from the police hospital for dissection.

It was brought to the dissecting-room about six

am., and the arteries were injected with arseni

solution about seven. At eleven the prosector opened
the thorax and abdomen for the purpose of dissecting
the sympathetic nerve. At noon Mr. Macnamara
distinctly saw the heart beating; there was a regula
rhythmical vermicular action of the right auricle and
ventricle. The pericardium was open, the heart bein
freely exposed, and lying to the left in

1_--:Ii--:' The heart's action, although

very weak and slow.,  The left auricle
action, but the left ventricle was contracted and rizid

-I.II'-. app :|'-':':I. WL -I_i' |'|]|,'*+, -[-|'|: S& Spontanecols oon-

tractio till about 12 p.m., and, further
tne rght 5 Orgral on the '-.5||":-::~..'.:--
of a stimulus, such as the el ete,, fi i
quarter of an hour longer 1, 1886, p. 121

Bruhier, in his worl, Iricertitud

de la Mort et I'Abus des Enterrements,” records

f the supg y, after burial

were revived at the disse Fetner w ith -!i-:.'.-

||.::I' |-;.. -|'-'-|--.l" :|'| ..;l.'il
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ifty-two persons actually buried alive, and seve

other cases of dpparent This w
and 1t 15

hen body-snatching wa 1 VOZue,
omment lization to be compelled to admit
l.l’.:L:'.'i sy during the

1l el

sighteenth he early part of the last century had

a better chance © 5 ape Irom so terrible a fate than

now, wher ation of the resurrection-man has
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which the death -certificates are to be flled up, no
caution or instruction is given as to the .absolute
signs of death, or what steps should be taken in
doubtful cases

An illustration of this lack of investipation before
granting a death - certificate occurred a few months
||rf-'-|' to the case cited above, :|.;=||:|-;|:.', n _||'.:_'.', 1903,
at Llamorgan Assizes, when a married woman was

chargd

d with unlawfully obtaining by false pretences
the sum of ,.{.-.'{. 10s. from the I"-.\I!_'-.':ij London ]'1IEI.'!iIiE_'-
Society, in respect of the alleped death of her child,
at Swansea, on I17th June. The Grand Jury made

some very pertinent observations reg ing the cod-

e

| Mr. Justice Channell,

duct of the doctor in granting a certihcate of death

without actual knowledge; an

before passing sentence, offered the doctor an oppor

ng an explanation of the course he had

-[-|'||' :!---"_l.;' -:!.','.:|'|:,'-E s 1_."-\.,' aual |-'!'.L:",il.l.'.

: : = RF
as his excuse, and, after a long collogquy, the judge
= 1 | v - ! = | 4 = £

remarked: 1 am quite sure, 1If this custom 15 ur iversal,

1t 15 Z.R".l"!'l.'ll.'ll."‘-"i WIrongr.

PARLIAMENTARY IXOUIRY

v Select Committee of the Howse
under the chairmanship of Sir Walter

: ¥ 2 i e i
was appointed on March 27, 1093, to 1

L P - 1 v . % 5
subject of death-certification in the United
|.:II"'."|"' sitti s Were |::'IIE, anc thirty-twe
cxamined ,\'. the witnesses practically

and a number
i

to the serious defects in the la

I!'Il-'...I!Z-:':.!I!'.lLIII'Z"- wens [II.l‘!ll.'. I-. was shown that n

* s -y g
AOUL  [OUur per cent. of the cases the cause of death




PARLIAMENTARY

ENOUIRY,

was i1l]l defined and unspecihed, many practitioners

having lorms spe i;L||_1 i:|'i|::|-:| for their own use, in

dical -'1|.|.Q“I:II-'.I:'-'I.' Wads (e

which all mention of m

the object being to enable the doctor to give certificates

" EY

cases which he has never attended N umerous

deaths attended by ungualihed practitioners were cer

I'-I-;'l! |:-",' l'|..:l,::.'-l-:l| Iu!';|_|1_5|i-|:':':'-' who had ‘EI‘.' bably never

SEeen L|'||' Ccases: ;1|';|] :!*.'Jll!ll—u were certified by medi
- - | ] # " % 1 gy P i - * .. i r
practitioners who had not seen the patient for weeks or

months prior to death, and who knew only by hearsay

of the deaths having occurred. Deaths were also

in which the true cause was suppressed in

ra of survivors; these last in

to be very numerous.

2552-83 remarkable evi

of death-certih

[
recKless

el that he saw a

cleath, sioned by a resteredd medical

Il Ol a Mmarn

both the fact and the cause of dea

who was actually alive at the time, and who lived four

1 facts of even a more startling

ribed as “ murder made easy” It was

pointed out that fraud and irregulari

declarations of death are by no n

matters were treated, and the followin
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the resolution, and asserted that the State now winked
at an exceedingly loose system of death-certification,
since under the present procedure it was possible for a
medical man to give a death certificate on a patient
whom he might not have seen for an interval of several
weeks, and '||’.‘L'|:1.'i:.':l*-i months, The resolution was S -
ported by Dr. Nelson Hardy, Dr. Alderson, Dr, Hu
Woods, Dr. Sykes, and others, and was unanimously

adopted.”
UUNCERTIFIED CAUSES OF DEATH.

The condition of things mentioned by Sir Henry
Thompson has improved somewhat in succeeding years,
but it leaves much to be desired. In reply to Mr
Corrie Grant, Mr. Akers Douglas, the Home Secretary,
stated on the sth March, 1903, that the numbers of

deaths of which the causes were not certificed are as
follows :
1807 g 11,103
1368 - 10441
15800 x 10,745
10 { 11
1501 ! . .0

The matter is dealt with on p. xxix of the Registrar
General's 1{['!| wt for 1902, The last published fAgures
for 1go1 represent slightly under two per cent. of all
|-:';.‘i-1,|'|'|'-| deaths.

The Parliamentary Committee above referred to

omitted an unexampled opportunity of inguiring into

the facts of premature burial, Thev could have sum-

moned pathologists who had made trance and -:'431;|I|-||-.|.-

a subject of lose and sear: ]ill‘i.; Imves ation, as well as
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his death, “the core and essence of a protective law
should consist in the reasonable and systematic
reristration of a certificate of verified death, rendered
by a qualified physician after his personal examination
of the body, before the issue of a |;|_-|'|:|i1 for burial
or other disposal of the body."”

The carelessness with which a certificate may be
given In consequence of the existence of a law which
fails to bind upon a medical practitioner the necessity
of carefully examining an allesed dead body before
giving a certificate is illustrated by the following singu-
lar case, reported in the ¥imes ol Januvary 19, 1873

* A POOr WOImELn |.L_1 VETY ill in her «-.'.LI]‘.:'.|_'-.' furnished
home in Sheffield, The doctor was sent for, and
came. He at once saw that hers was a very grave
case, and that she had, as he thought, little chance
ol recovery, even if she could get the nourishment

llness ||:':i:;i|'n'f|. Az he was about to leave, the

question was put, *When should we send for you

again, doctor?’  *Well," was the reply, as he looked at

e poor woman and then at her wretched surround-

inegs, 1 don't think yvou need send for me again.

=

cannot ||:|---i]|i_‘.' el better : and to save you
irther trouble I'1 _:l‘:«‘. write you out a certificate for
her burial.! And he «did. After the doctor l|v;':.'rl.|'[u|
the woman—women alwavs were willul—pot better
rapidly. She has now completely recovered, and goes

,,".:.!;I |,|_|_'.'1.i'_,'__‘ |'||'|' !ll,‘,l';,|1: |'|"|'I_f.'.ll:.L|.l!' with |II.;I' -

CONDITIONS IN PPRANCE.

Illi".'.':l'l LOWINS ii'll."'.li.l.'ill 'ii'l-
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inspection of the dead; and, last
of the police regulations.
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REGULATIONS IN WURTEMBURG.
The contrast between the laxity at home and the
ions laid down by aothority in Wiirtemburg,

i '|I..|.J':“. Lontinental :-‘-'.ilil"-i, 15 !L'I!'.-.‘.l-fi

r +h |~ - Ry
Lne W ISLrAl=
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| II-:-.:- cannot I:-_'!i:- o II|.'..."'\-':.

these caretully con

with the lax and haphazard methods of

1-i':-:lL'l'-:'-:| Tl

aling with the dead and apparent dead both 1
gland and in the United States. As a consequence,

cases of premature burial in Wiirtemburg are of very

rare occurrence, and sensible people in that country,
knowing that the danger of premature | has been
reduced to a minimum, are not consumed by an ever
abiding anxiety, as with us; nor 15 1t custom lor
testators in Wirtemburg to give instructions to the
executors for prlercing the heart or severing the jugula

vein, or some other form of m
Spain, and other count

0t
terribly great,

The only case of the d; ature burial that

oer of pre
.'\.I'

has come to the author's notice in Wiirtemb

urg
related by Bouchut, in his © Sienes de la Mort,” p. 48 :
“In the will

PR

hen, in Wiirtemburg, Mrs, Eva

Meyers, twenty-three wvears of ape, was taken ill

during an epidemic. Her condition became rapid

] | ] 1 T1 . ¥ s
ana [} parently died, 1 Ney put ner mto a
and carned her from the cold

FoOOIT, there o .-|-.'.'.|i'| h',||'i.|!, whicl |"-..I [

at two pm. on the following day. noon

on that dav, and before the she
: z 2 : |

awoke and made an elflort to rise v

was present, and taken




subiect of dt
to eng:

ing, ;'..'. l'--.'.-L'I‘ New |[--I|:|'-|

in which reasonable, alth

are adopte

ORDINANK

VITAL

celore ol




and observe “The dread possibility of prematur
1 it ever hangs like a gloomy sword of Damocles
over all our heads, and fearful i 1= the aunthenti
| have recovered

from thei:

3
w often does our overworked
1k

5! to be rescued

practitioner sig 1Lh-
whose death-bed ot
VELN

has not visited 2
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DEATH-CERTIFICATION

ture o mest 1

our midst Surely it is high time that

serionsly considered this important «

.|Il.' [t'll;ll-::' s
s

lax system ol death
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SUGGESTIONS FOR PREVENTION

UNRELIABILITY OF DEATH SIGNS

[HERE is no more any pathognomonic sign to
of death than there is to

e tErimiane e MoIment |

gnosis of typhoid fever.

Wion ol sy |s||:'.'-‘.|.'-!

diapnosis sure, so in the case of
death it is a collection of signs which gives the
ph sician absolute certainty, and he hlone can estimate

their wvalue” TI

spoke Dr. Brouardel during the
course of his lectures on “ Death ane
nts of the IFa

Paris : and we have shown with some

Sudden Death,”

'. D ||Il.' stuc

F T arl 3 .
ity of Medicine,

ness in chapter xiii. (“Signs of Death,” pp. 219-247

Pk " T . uy ] S N ¥ T ] - 1
that no ""'-.I' evidence ol presi ._| death can I
Yiithmlar <= I 1 ax 5% L

ansclutely relied upon, and ST

putretaction can aflord evidence beyvond dispute.
Ihe learned Dy Vigné, of Rouen, who won the

respect of s fellow-cit

of thi juestion, and published the result of his

searches shortly before his deat onvinced that the
resources of science were ins mt to distinguish

1 1 1 .
real Irom apparent death, he left testamentary Instiruc-
to Aoy e afainst his « Wi |:-|'{'Ii!.|f||!'-.' '!-i.:lj--.|.

Freay e [ b v e gt " > r
T1ons Irecipitees D02 ¥ PO




SUGGESTIONS FORE PREVENTION

The teworthy provision in the will of tl

Herbert Spencer, to the effect that “ my body shall

a coffin with a

low,” implies a suofficiently clire 1

and manifests that the dread of en al d
15 shared by equally eminent men ounts

Winslow, a French physician, who had on two

different occasions very nearly fallen a v

mature burial, having been laid out for dead, chose {

the subject of his thesis before the Paris Faculty of

Medicine, “ Les moyens les plus propres 4 reconnaitre
la réalité de la mort.” Dr. Winslow o De o sancd

been the pioneer of a movem

ing the danger, and for educating the public into

CES of reforms in the mode of the
nt dead ; and although his efforts ai Warnings
as of one 1'!'_\'i*::_: in the wilderness or amongst
A etic people, with a legslature apparently
uninfluenced either by facts or by reason, VoOWETH

1 ¥ . - e
NCEVEr I ..’.‘?‘-.'l.'lil. \\ HITNICTOUS WEILETS ]'.nl'. £ Since connrmed

the truth of Dr. Winslow's cont ion by facts within

thelr own experience, and it is believed that il.'___:- L0

in France cannot be much longer delayed

That the risk of premature burial is not an in

me has been shown :}_x the citation in this volume of
cases of death-like trance which have baffled the ablest
of medical experts: also the instances of numerous
NAarrow !--.-Lil{". {rom :_|'.'.- ',:'I'.E|=':-:' oCcocurréence, anda l:'.
others where the victims were suffocated before timely

id could be obtained, most of which are drawn from

medical sources, The pamtul 1'-.'.'::'.1_.' is also shown )
14 1 ! ! : 1 1
the multitude of preventive measur L L
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providing the lids remain open, the conjunctiva ai

a characteristic brown hue

sclerctic will pres

a further plan. which created some stir at the time
I

its announcement, consisted 1n I?!-l'ﬂ"':.;"

f the eve immediately after supposed death, which, it

was asserted. retained an image of the object last

cazed upon.  But this, and all the preceding tests
afectimg the =zenses, have |-i'l-1.';'|l to be fallacious.

Tie Brister TEST.

\ good deal of importance has been attac hed to the

difference between a blister raised dur one
',||-|-.”I|'n.'|| .'=_'..'.'."_' IE-.._'.I!_-I'. .1'-]1'_ ':-u.'-ll'_‘-:' 1_‘:'-.

aditor of D Animals, Boston, U.5., whose f;

pronounced by his physician dead. and returned to co

scionsness aflter preparations lor the funeral had been

made, has repeatedly alluded to the subject in his

estions at various

and |'|_:|b:i-|'||'l:: !\1'-."-.x'l'|‘.i'.l.' SUTE

including one from a physieian, who, having been ca

to a

a match and apj
i 1, restoratives

s+ when a blister was formed, and,

an who had been dead twenty-four hours, hghted

died it to the end of one of the i

['he i--l_'n'*-ull.:._.. adds
he fol ‘11 vou are alive you cannot

wing conclusiorn
burn vour hand without I'ml':'-iil_.. a blister; if you werc
dead, and flames should come n con

af your body, no blister we Appear, anl

would be burned.”
A similar idea was promulgate
Britishe Medical forrnal, Januvary

II:-. |

title of “ Living or




I the eni t-beat
le el I &1 can el e I TSCLUIAr o
iract LI s of Lr & A } il
I 1
thein PrOfUnans Bralimin trance
to-hand test to decide whether d has «
mportance. We can ascertain whether or not

hot irons. Upon the other hand, trustworthy authori

ties have declared '.I'...f the |||‘:l."..'l|:|t':'|-|l'_ ol 4 5erum

r is not limited to life; a burn may

there will most probably

-':l:"5l.':. 2 0l -'.:'-:-n:.l
e, a red inflammatory ring. The blister test is o

which has so repeat

1 1
| he stethoscope,

nractition

cal
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1¢, February, 1806

ieal fonrnal, Scptember 28, 1895

tells ws that the careful i ill

to INm 4

f ---|| 1=

¥y yet be absolut ect an

tan of death from cobr I m-

had set in, the re s

vas dead, because one of them declared il

he did not see her chest rise and fall, he ha nctly
heard her sigh. A medical man was called in, ap

the stethoscope over her thorax, and declared he

it B l-.fllll-u from her lunos, :LI'!CI d  PEeCcular - son

ropg” towards the apex of the heart =0 far he was
,]'.‘ I:".‘.. L ‘.I.l. I I'I.;:l .:..:'I adyv been dead s e

I I:

|. & 5

Cle LS

1 a her
plt that the

ead, | offered to perform artifbicial

end I untied the bane s prized oper

..I. |'|'_‘|\I 011, .'|:_|'|;| Wi .',:.“'-.

symptoms and severe clonic

o outbreak of confluent small-
1 | me, and a medical friend
1y my fi'i_',:-.' I‘Jl-",' had ceased to




oan to breath

after some minu

the patient re
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Referring to the subject of premature burial, Dr, W,
5. Hedley, writing to the Lancet, October 5, 1853

g ke ] the subject was nve _.||,I'l:.

says —Forty

by Crimotel, twenty years later by Rosenthal, and more

recently by Onimus. 1t sec safe to say that in no

sease, certainly in none of those conditions usually

enumerated as likely to be mistaken for death, is
galvanic and faradaic excitability abolished in every
muscle of the Ls:l-'u‘..'-.'. On the other hand., electro-
muscular -L'--','[r;lrlf!il}' 1|i«';|||pc~;e:'«' m all the muscles
within a few hours after death (generally ninety minutes

to three hours, .L:'t':ll'<|ir1:.[ to IRosenthal ), its persistence

varving to some extent with the particular muscle

examined (1), and with the mode of death (2 There

fore, if electro-muscular :'--n'.r;u".i|1'.}' b present i any

muscle, it means life or de only a few hours before,

[t is clear that no interment or pesf-merfen examination

1
e
P

as there 15 any Mmcker ol

to take place

electric excitaln

| P g2 a1 i i S S - SToreg. [
abvious that 1 all doubtinl cases, sometimes in sudder

S0
To me it seems

death, and often to allay the anxiety of [riends, this
| bv one who is

nd appli

test ought to be applied, a

currents for

accustomed to handle electn

he apparatus for applying electrical currents, long

diagnosis
used by the H Society for restoration of the

might w ept at public

mMoOrkuaries, I'--|' use death doe Lin

other canses. where .'.;-.u:-.::!:-n-'.:i--'.: has not manfested
Washington advises

0d of persons struck

ite ellorts to restore




DECOTTIIT

¥ - 2
september 14,

‘A supposed




y have expired

stopped. Hence injection cannot b
futile.’
Dr. Donnellan reports a case of the pa f

13

qurrent of one thousand volts throueh a man, which

instantly dilated [t !|.|,~, the
face, and sweating ; delirium and tonic, alter i

with clonic, spasms followed. The pulse was eighty.
Ihe respiration, at first stertorous, passed int thi
Cheyne-Stokes type. After the injection, first of
morphia, and then of strychnia, the patient fell into
1 deep sleep, from which he awoke convalescent.

Centralblatt fiir die medicinischen Wissenschaften.'
Dr. IcarD’s IISCOVERY |

The most remarkable of the hypodermic injections is .

that of Dr. 5. leard of Marseilles, who claims to have |

discovered an infallible test for distinguishing

tly dead. It has

|
','|'-l'i'\.ll:. the honour of I'l'x'l-:_fl‘:ilil-ii on two occasions

I'i':' '!ll.'- :L":l"'.'!l' ek |

by the Institute of France { Acad

The fluid he uses consists of a weak solution of

FFluorescine, to which he has given the name of Kar-

minine. This, when sufficiently diluted, ceases to be

poisonous.  If this solution, it is alleged, be injectet
under the skin of a living person, in two minutes
kin, especially the mucous membrane, 15 strongly

il the body has the appearance of sulfering
attack of acute jaundice. The whole of the

the pupil

aicd to assume a clear Fresn

appears, and the eyve looks as if it were a




VR DISCOVERY,

the phenomena disappear. But in the case of a dead
man the solution produces no effect

\RTIFICIAL RKESPIRATION

A medical correspondent, writing from

owing comim
concerning the value of artificial respir;
. H. Patzki, Surgeon, U.5.

that in 1882, at St. Augustine, Florida, a lady patient

k ol tetanus., caused by a scratch
ipon her foot by a nail while bathing. The convulsive

muscles

and the ra and

carotid pulse ceased The cardiac sounds became

rly inaudible to careful stethoscopic examination

atedly employed The lady assumed all the

4
appearances ol death, and there was

esult ol muscular spasm

ot

until  atter
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cardiac functions ; and that artificial res

sistent]

remployed, may rescue patients so affected

n the perils of apparent death.”

AN INSTRUCTIVE ARTICLE.

inor extracts from an i

parently forgotten article in Dickens' “ All the Year

Round,” Juls

sur la Mort Apparente, les Conséquences Ré
| :

Inhumations Préci

1200 [ o froges of a pamph

itées, et le Temps pendant leg

peut persister I'Aptitude 4 étre rappellé & la Vie”

the regretted Dr. Charles L

sT1ons

foul air and mephitical gas

nited kKingdom I

v and then have be

the extre:
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applied leeches; they bit, and immediately loosed their hold. He
covered the body with stimulant applications

i went 1o take a

httle rest, requesting to be called if the patient manifested any

:: ns of life. '['|||,,: z::,_;|'.‘. and NExt |E.L1_.' |:-:|,w-x|_'-::| 1.'.'.'.]1-:,1',;‘., Any -;||.'|,|'|1_:|:

le

While :'I:!.'lk.l'l:.; preparations for the burial, they noticed a i

blood cozing out of the leech-bi

Dir. Veyrat, informed of the

circumstance, entered the chamber just as the nurse was about o

wrap the corpse in its winding.sheet. Suddenly a rattling noise
issued from Thérdse's chest. She opened her eves, and in a
hollow voice said to the nurse: *'What are you doing here? |

am not dead. Get away with you' She recovered, and felt no

other mconvenience than a deafmess, which lasted about two
months.™

“The

ttention of the French Government has been onc
‘ted to the subject. The petitioners have requested,

as a precaution, that all

hould, m

rials for the future
=
. Before fill

| ing a grave,

the first instance, be only provisior

a communication 15 o be made between the coffin and the

upper atmosphere by means of a respiratory and the
grave 15 not to be finally closed wuntil all hope of life is
abandoned. These precautions, it will be seen at once, how-

ever good in theory, are scarcely practicable. Others have

demanded the g of mortaary chambers,

or dead-houszes, like thi And not only the

!
the full solution of the problem. Article 77 of the i

joners, but several senators, seem to consider that

prescribes a delay of twenty-four hours only, which appears to

the certa

them to be clent, s sUTes

ey urge, it |

hat death has tal

place only after putrefactive

time than twenty-four I

has set im.  Now, a much lo

may elapse before that decomposition manifests itsell. [Deposit,
therefore, yvour dead 1n a mor |

ey chapel, until

of vour senses, that

h Government 1% anxious o enforce

npre '_E'.r rilezs carried out in Paris, it 1s




AN INSTRUCTI¥VE ARTICLE.

15 almost impracticable. But even if it were net, many tim

say : *Who 15 to assure us of the correctness of

terrible

observations ; Unfortunately, toco m

" . w8 e ' - . ¥
examples of (heélr tallibality are on pecordg. I he i:l:\.:lh':"\-'.il.li‘..

man 15 pressed for time. He pays a passis

VISIL ; FIvVES a

hurried glance ; and a fatal mistake is so easily made Publi

'-I!H".'-'. every ime a

opimion will not be reassured until you c:

aentt

1 occurs, an arrefutable demonstration that hife has departed

I
“ M. de Parville now announces the possibility of this great

desideratum. He professes to place in cne’s hands a self

i} + . [—
ther the death

ting apparatus, which would declare not only wl

be real, but secwld feave tn the hands of the experimenter a writien

e dleadh, e s "||'|:|.|,' 5 I_" 15 |': 5 '.'.|,:|

_,".l".'." af the realily of

known that atr

the active principle of delfadonna—possesses

the property of considerably

the pupil of the eye

515 LHE T e r'r 11 \'uil!'!i [."I want 1o E:-I'.'Il.ull:
1 O to examine the interior of the eve. Now, M. le
Ll mt has shown that atropine has no action on

when death 15 real. In a sta

ce of a few drops of atropine, dilates in the course
of a few minutes ; the dilatation also takes place a

it ceases absolute

arter ol

at the very longest : consequently the enlargement
of the ;|.:':|:' I5 & certaim -.i'|; | dpparent

[his premised, imagine a little camera obscura, scarcely so

Fa-gigss, Cont

pt unrolling for

means of clockwork The anmp:

ni of the dead person’s eye, will d pict on the paper the

pection of the

upHon it




1o

“By this

|||"- ames I

the m nules, r &nd 1l ivil othce

further FEsponsiDimny ['he paper gives evidence [hat the ver:

cation has .'Ll':'.'.|5'3 and carefully been made : for, nag
an hour y produce a test i ed
1 of paper unroll e
which the éxperiment has been cont ratus
of fthe '-;5|:|:! m -_L||', he :n'.l--e':i in the ||.|,:'.! 1))
W the es of | v i
e the natura
igh, would d P e

no fresh cases of |
The authors enious

contrivance had been
result.

PRIZES FOR INSCOVERIES

Various prizes have been offeres

% F ' P R
Dby scientine and medieal societies

so-called pro e of

awards have been given are
[he most notable of the prizes is that of the Marquis
d'Ourches, who by his will
twenty thousand francs to be
the dis OVETY of a simple

reconising  beyvon

bv such a test as
without technical instruction.

left also a prize of five thou

discovery, bet requiring the interve

of Kome,

ary Ll




icient sum in French

IMterments A decree of November 27, 1

Academy to acce

putrefaction is the only certain si

e deaths sh

begueathed to the French .l".l'.l'i-.'EI'I:-. of

uthor of the best work on the diagnosti

and the means of preventing

L1

- =
pt this lesacy.
i

gap 5l

Medical .."'r-:'f'; HeTe, ]

H :h!'l-:l'_i'_ ii,-. Ii&l,l';-i l.'l-'I'!i_"-lIIIIE'ZE1'IZ'|. :]'.l' |.II'-

wed as the

adémie des Sciences prope

1

ize of two thousand hve hundred francs

anuary 21, 1ag3, p

Duszate Prize for 1890, *The :-H:_:'::-, of Deat

he Means of Preventing Premature ]

has been awarded to 1. Maze, who consiclers

also that in every cemetery there shoule

11, He urge:

i e ceruned by medical men on

v where dead bodies can be deposited, an

e |.l:.|-:' Oy 'n.‘."

set in. Cremation should be adopted.”

utrefactive

second prize of 1895 and the third prize of 1500

been awarded to Dr. Icard for his disco

on page 312




CHAPTER XX
COUNT KARNICE-KARNICKI'S INVENTION.

THE ORIGIN OF THE IDEA.

I HAVE thought it advisable to devote a special chapter
to the consideration of Count Karnicé-Karnicki’s in-
genious invention, which has attracted so much attention
on the Continent that many thousands of persons in
France have left instructions in their wills for this
scheme to be adopted at their interment, and a society
is already formed in the United States for furthering
the use of the system.

The Count 1s a Russian nobleman, the Chamberlain
to the Crar and Doctor of the Law F:lc'uh}' of the
l'zeix'rrr:il:.' of Louvain. He was first aroused to the
horror of premature burial when attending the funeral
of a young Belgian girl, who was awakened out of
her lethargy by the first shovelfuls of earth thrown
upon her coffin after being lowered into the erave,
and her piteous screams have haunted him ever since.

For the prevention of such tragic occurrences, he
set himsell the task of providing some simple means
which would be within the reach of rich and poor
alike The pgranting of a certificate, he [lelt, gave
no security ; waiting mortuaries were not likely to be
provided, except in large towns; and, unless the law
of the country permitted a body to remain under
observation until pl;ln'l';ul::'-n set in, there was no

actual safeguard against premature burial.




COUNT hARNIC IIZ-:x.‘.I-:Z“{]E EI's INVENTION

THE APPARATUS DESCRIBED.
Broadly speaking, it consists

three and a halfl inches di;

sealed box. The tube is fixed into an

coffin as soon as the latter is lowered

w




=2 COUNT KARNICE-KARNI KI'S INVENTION

No gases can escape from the tomb into the outer air,

as the metallic box into which the upper end of the

tube enters cannot be "!J-'I'Il'lf from the outside.
OUn the chest of the supposed dead body is placed
rlass ball, several inches in diameter, attached to

A --:-:i"-,{ which communicates through the tube with
an iron box above ground

On the shehtest movement of the chest wall, as in the
act of marked breathing, or movement of the |:-:-'|_\ , the

glass ball releases a spring which causes the lid of the

iron box to I'|j-.' Qe :|n1:|-.':|i;|.h-|r'.', thus admitting both
air and light to the coffin. it the same time a 'i-‘.-.
rises perpendicularly about four feet above the ground,
and a bell 15 set ringing which continues for about
half an hour. In front of the box, an electric lamp
burns which gives light after sunset to the coffin below.
| e [I:||:' Acts :|,!-'l b | -\-':Il;"!!l.'i.ll:_: I_I:|::', :llll:. '.|Il.' 11-1:1'< l-i.
the inmate of the cothn, however feeble, 15 intensified.
The working ability of the apparatus has been tested

by its application to individuals who volunteered to be

coffined, and who found that the mere act of breathing
was sufficient to produce all the phenomena mentioned
.|_!:- Ve,

5T Fl:ill' of the |'l'-i'|'|;l:.'ll.' AP pEratus 15 I.‘:‘\C'.".'i'lii"._'i_'!.'
reasonable, only about twelve shillings; and it 15 sug-
gested, in order that the very poorest may have the
advantage of this simple safeguard, that authorities

should keep a supply for hiring out, and putting to

ecach coffin for at least a fortrmight.
[t is to be hoped that the bumal and sanitary

8

authorities in the United Kingdom will at least enguire

mnto the merits ol ths umgue invention. |







CHAPTER XX/
CREMATION AS A PREVENTIVE.

SIE HENEY THOMPSOR'S OPINION.
AMONGST the numerous suggestions made by corre
spondents in the press with a view of preventing live
sepulture, none has been more frequently put forward
than that of cremation. 5Sir Henrv [il--::1|r~-~||_ the

lent of the Cremation Society of England, in

1

the second edition of his admirable volume, “ Modern
Cremation: [ts ]]1':4-'«::.' and Practice” p: 41, observes:
“There is a source of very painful dread—as I have
reason to know—little talked of, it is true, but keenly
felt by many persons at some time or another, the
horror of which to some is inexpressible. It is the
dread of a premature burial—the fear lest some deep
trance should be mistaken for death, and that the
awakening should take place too late, J|.=.::1|:'.|_'.' such
occurrences must be exceedingly rare, especially in this
country, W here the imterval between death and i

15 considerable, and the fear 15 almost a orounddiess

the conviction that such a fate is possible

denied—will alwavs be

e g 1

trial to some. With cremation no

|!:r| EYer oCCur . :|.||I! 1-I‘n.,' -:'--|:'||:-'_.:':|:'-

conducted process would render




HENREY THOMPSON'S

RIK

ruarantee acainst

I ',. '.|'.|' 0 e bo 1T
of necessity immediat e the act of cremati
no such inspection being possible under the presen
system.”

PROTECTION NOT ABSOLUTI

While agreeing with this disting

to the advantages of cremation from the sanitary

esthetic point of view, which he dwells upon n

treatise referred to, and admitting that a ces

amount of protection agamnst live burial is obtai

by IMeans of the dual medical !I|"-| ection, we Ccant

are on record where some half-a-dozen doctors, af

it to be dead, and the patient, in defiance
nited opinion, has recovere DNSCIOUSNESS
TR estored  to healtl In the errible death

SITNor Lastaldl, a [talian stationmaster, from sufio

l 1 [
it was reported in the press that

1dt This protection 1s absolute Lases of trand
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of no avail. Five physicians of Lyons wwere called in,

| T 7 PN N
ERaE T FETeTy NS

F ool rad Fa ki .
diE LREy _,-:.'!re.".'. EFESE, POS

to the supplications of a sister of the

el ¢ funeral |.~!'|-im;'.'|.:i--'!4 were  made

l:':'l'l'-l."l."! EI'I'.' .lll':"'..l! Wis IE!.'.!;L_'-.'I.'IE.. '.'.E"II.'II il|.|.l.'l' i | ]IlL'

the patient recovered. 5She said that she had been

all the time aware of all that was going on, without

IIIR.'EII_\I able to :_:i‘.l' a sion, and without even being
desirous of attempting it." (F. Kempner, p. 38.

‘In 1842 a remarkable affair occup

ied the attention

of the court at the city of Nantes. A man apparently
.!"-- £ ' 55 _.-__:_r.

'z spector; he was

died, and frs death svas cer

allending plysicians ana e medical

.

1I0US Cersmomnies were

pulk into a coffin, and the 1 [
performed in good style. At the end of the fun

ice, and as he was about to be buried, he awoke

.|.|
from his tr e. The clerg undertakers sent
in their accounts for the CXPenscs it
refused to pay them, giving reas: 1e had
not ordered them : wher WS [ the
Money.,” I. Kempner, p. 30
PREMATURE BURIAL NOT KARE.
Ve ptimistic views of Sir

mn as to the rarity of premature inter-

sults of searching and independent

1 1 various count |l:-.' each of tl

1thor { this treatise all :---5;11 t other wa T
th Ariol authoriti viiose name wind opinons ar
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Iment t the LT of cases brougsht t (Tig curimg
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¥ Previ

us illness, caused the body of my fa

to be rubbed for about two hours, which renewed its circ
ight it w0 life again. My father lived thirty
after that memorable day. Without the prudence of my mother,

IWa YVears

d or buried

arved 1
=, [ wvisited

Abous

ither have been disses

yvears after that occurrens

La Chase (Paris), accompanied by some ;
nspecting the monuments of some musical celebrities we heard
a noise from another part of the cemetery, whereto we proceeded

i delay. When we had arrived there we fi

a Slrong

surroundi

an open ;I.L‘-!'. But in answer

r ingquiring ‘what had happened,’ we were simply requested

to leave the cemetery at once, which, of course, we had to

the porfiegr nor any other person connected with

round would give :LI'|:\ 5

&

tions. We left puzzled. But a week after, a you

d been of our party the week before, went again to the

la Chaise, determined to penetrate the mystery, . which

v she succeeded, y throug

fhe :_;'1:, ol a ',1.'.'r'||. ranc pect 10 a4 grave-aigeer,
man of twenty-

i When

T A .
then told her the !-:|||::-.1.'||:;,; S1OrY | M i.l”‘::l VLI

1] ||'|I_' II of «

e VEILrS ::.|.-=| INECEN  DUr

wiho

cemaetery, the

m ners had left o Brave
OoCupie 1l 1 grave heard Ssome noisé Coming
sl He hastened to the supenntendent of the cemetery,

loring m o |'.|x!' thie COMT Opened,

without the
1
-] |||

he Commissaire appeared at last wath s men, all was silent

the Co SAINe L

he grave. But he had the coffin opened, nevertheless, “to

\ '
pease the mind of ihat poor grave-digeer, as b

1 | Freal wa horror of the Commissaire
h fiadl ra when the coffin was « | I'he unfor
: £ + 2 s
j 1 W N now gqumie dead ANELLR I:-I'l'l1 DTy
¥
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Lhesg ifferings, I case of resuscitation, by opening an

of death must be certified without the slichtest

ol doubt by two duly qualified medical men. This
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who is '\-\.';|'|'|'!|I_'|,' in a trance being cremated than buried,
one doctor’s certificate being sufficient in the latter
i “(=irned T, C. SWINBURNE-HANHAM™

Since the above was written. Sir HL'.‘H'_'-' Th TIPSO
has ."‘l1|=--'|'-iflt'f] the fourth edition of his work, and in
pp- @I, g2, the following significant words have been
added :

“In connection with this subject, it should never be
[orgotten that there is but one really  trustworthy
proof that death has occurred in any given instance,
viz, the presence of a manifest sign of decomposition.
That eondition is always ascertainable, at all events to
the |H|-f'|~-~::'--n:L| ey, and 1t should :||1.l.':|_'.'- be verihied
before a certificate of death is signed. Unhappily, no
special attention to it is demanded under the present
national system of registration. In the enquiry invari
ably adopted by the Cremation Society, the inspection
is enforeed, and the answer must be recorded by the
medical man who signs the certificate”

Sir Henry then adds. in a letter to the 5S¢ __.-"-.l.l-'.'f'a",f
Crasetfe of 6th December, 1892

“It should be remembered that the body is sent
e to cremation) not in a coffin, but In a w|'i;_;]'.l shell.
to facilitate the '.'||=:|J|~L'1_:'J-|| above referred to.

“Were these precautions enforced by the State in
every case of death, whether for cremation or other-
wise, there would be no fear at all in relation to the
iz Signed HENRY THOMSONX,

“ President of the Cremation
society of lngland
*35 Wimpole Street.”
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< CREMATION AS A PREVENTIVE.

o

To dispose of the dead decently, and

time without ill_fl:!'}' to the lhving, 15 one

obligations of civilised communities, and cremation

seems best caleulated to fulhl the conditions, Zymoti

diseases, such as typhus, scarlatina,
have been traced in certain instances to emanations

Troim I}'.I!'Iil. L TCLIILEs,

Dr. Charles Creighton, in his © History of Epidemic
in Britain,” vol. i, p. 316, says:—" The grand provoca
tive of plague was no obwvious nuisance above ground,
but the lo:

with an

: b
Ml dllCr Erenera

O cadaveric matiers, wi

were diffused n the pores of the ground under the
feet of the living, to rizse in emanations more deadly
in one season than in another.
i

It would seem i these experiences as

was quite as much truth as poetry in
speare when he said, “ grave-yards yawn, and hell itself

preathes out contafsion on the worl

»

Before many

not unlikely that cremation in this as i

countries will be made obligatory in cases

wous diseases Az the late

of death from all
Bishop of Manchester observed, “the earth 15 not for
xander

the dead, but for the living" Profes
Wilder, M.ID., in his “Perils of Premature Burmal”

1895, p. 10, says: “1 have often wished hat the

old Oriental practice of cremation was in fashion

among us. There would then bz at least the com

to sufiocation n a

fortable reflection of no liabi
coffin. The application of fire, however, will generally

rouse the cataleptic person to some manifestation of
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means to urge upon the Government the desirability of

their promoting a measure to enable sanitary authorities,
if t|'|l"'.' 50 desire, to build crematoria and to conduct
them under proper superintendence.”

During the thirteen vears ending 1890 there were
three hundred and three thousand four hundred and
sixty-six deaths from cholera in Japan, and all ti
bodies of these persons were cremated. In India, as
we have already shown, eremation is practised under
most of the 'I'l.'li:,:i"ll"-\- systems, as it 15 believed that
the soul 15 not free from its earthly tenement until
the body is reduced to ashes. The method of
burning is slow and cumbersome as compared with
that adopted in Eurepe; but during the author's last

visit to Ceylon, in the early part of 1896, there was

hing a crematorium

some talk of establisl




CHAPTER XAX[TL

WAITING MORTUARIES.

THEIR NECESSITY.

INn La Presse Medicale, Paris, August 17, 1904, appears
a very mteresting article by M. [card, of Marseilles,
occupying more than twelve columns of the journal,
on the subject of “ The Danger of Apparent Death.”
The writer, who holds a high position in the medical

world, says that for the past twelve years he has
conducted enquiries into every report of alleged
premature burial or of apparent death which has
appeared in the public press, by writing to the

= 21 1 s 1
mavor of the town '-\.'.'.l'll':.'l' e event was ‘-.L'.II. o nave

taken place, or to some other official '\.'il.ji-lli.l-ll.' of

giving authentic information.

Dr, Icard proceeds to state that it would be useless
for him to repeat the numerous facts which he had
|.~!:i::f-‘!'.|-| in a |Z"I".'l.'l.'l-!E!!;:: work,! but he goes on
enumerate in detail some twelve instances of resuscita-
tion which, for the most part, have not been '!:-11“.'- :'-a!:.
published. The cases he gives are all those of apparent
death, certified as dead in almost every instance by
medical men, but which .__'_|-~-.'-_-_;:||:_|-._- “came to life
st in time to save them from the most horrible of

cleaths In one instance “return to life” took I;l The
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in the presence of several doctors whilst the funeral
'.'l:':'-!".'ll--l'i_'l. OVeTr ?_lll" .-'llil'r.ll-*wl.'-:| x--l'lrhl; Wis

proceeding M. K. Boussakis, Professor of I

at the |":|L'Il|'x,'-' of Medicine of Athens, was an eve-
witness of this scene.  And another well-authenticated
instance was that of a fisherman who had been “dead
for twenty hours from “apoplexy,” and whose body

WELS I."'-lil}

He was wrapped and sewn up in  lus
funeral shroud, and left till the time of burial ;: but
on the vay to the cemetery the bearers heard muftled

sounds within the coffin, which was accordingly opened.

Three medical men who were passing we appealed
to in order to pronounce on the man's concition.
Restorative means were employed, and in a few davs
he was well, This is gven on the authority of Dr,

Zacutus Lusitanus, who was present on the o
The writer declares that he has “taken the greatest

pains to verify every case he now pubhshes” and

“the proof of authenticity is," he says, “of su i
nature as must carry conviction to the minds of th

most sceptical

In the course of

draws attention to the waiting mortuaries establis

in many in Germany, in which the bodies of
the certified dead are f|--!-'-=~'.:-:':| until the evidence of

'l!|',|':'*..i*.'ti--:' 15 :I|:-'.l.'=::'|':'.'.: .".‘.!-'| fhe F0Es ONn D 54y — |I

is stated by some authors that there is no i
the resisters of these mortuaries “of those resurrections

served up as a feast for the E '|""i|-|l' 11M:

1 fgom such statements, which

nation.,' and they ar
hey think cannot be answered, against the reality of

he danger of apparent death. But are not those
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their disbelhiet
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ity millions, that one is a fivine human sonl” B
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WAITING MORTUARIES

we have already proved conclusively that such cases
are anything but rare, and, as Dr. Icard graphically
puts it in the article we have referred to, “il there
are so many truly authentic cases of apparent death

and of premature burial which have come to light, it

15 |>r{.-«'1:m.1|ri1~ that there are many more, the only
witnesses of which are the boards of the coffin”
Tueirk HISTORY.

HEFHF

A writer in the Britesk and Foreion Medico-(
gieal Review, 1855, vol. xv, p. 735, says:—" The earliest
movements i the direction of means for the prevention
of premature interments originated with Winslow, in

France, followed by other well-known writers upon the

signs of death. It was Madame Necker, however, who

form as

embodied their surgestions in a practie:
submitted to the National Assembly, in 1792, by
In the ninth year of the first

-
1801) a project was entertained for
‘temples funeraires” in Paris, but

" 1
as attendant evils preponderated

Count Berchs

I'o Germany belongs the credit of having executed

these desions in such wise that they should not prove

the positive sources of more danger to the living

than could be counterbalanced by the occasional
preservation of an individoal from the risk of Prema
I

ture interment Believing that this risk had been

2
AR

iously diminished since the establishment ol

these institutions for the |:':l“:-li-r:| of cases where
of the |'-:-.||i‘.§r of death has existed, Hufeland,
in Weimar, devised the ':li.ﬂ that Frankfort-on-the

Mame incorporated with its reform in sepulture and




THEIR HISTORY.

establishment of extra-mural cemeteries, in 1823, lhe

first modern mortuary was opened at Weimar, Germany

in 179l. Hufzland's [l::I.'Z'.*-» have subsequen

aclopted and earried out I many

States. . . As a sanitary measure the separation

from the living, especially from among

-
i~
-

the crowded poor, would be, apart from the not less

important point of verification of death, an incalculable

benefit. . . . It behoves us in this matter to learn

another lesson from our neighbours, and to take

measures to prevent the occurrence of catastrophes

- horrible to comtemplate in thought, too
the most wivid imagination to realise.

ce can hold out no token h_ﬁ.' which to recosnis

certainty of death, Sanitary police, at least i

neland, are indifferent about the risk of a few burials
alive, and thinks it --i;i-l.".'|'|2;--llx o prevent thelr

OCCUrTEnee

The extensive -i'.l':.:fl.,'x o this "'\-!:'I.il_';:l shows that the

rle to bring about the existing mortuary system in

nany was kept up for many years before it obtained

- of success. It was legalised about the vear

1705, after the physicians of Germar

-."---'l'ia ::El."l. “-il- wn l!il' .-,-':----~;:|',:' necessity 1ofr i[
Mortuaries have continued in high favour with the

1

'_|'_'--||-|.' '.'|Il"_'-."-.;'l' thes ] e once been :l:'::::;-;:x -:_|i'|
lished ; none, so [ar as the author has been able to

learn, :I.I'.-:_' ever been i|_|-|:':-,|||__- e

Referring to the universal fear of burving relatives

alive, the Lawncer, ?“'k'!i".r:::!u-r 20, T845, vol. 1L, P.. 321,
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fed

observed :—* [t is but little use to descant upon an evil

without pointing out a remedy. In Frankfort, Munich,
undd i

An in various other towns, houses, g-|'-'-||;-l"i1' g1t

have been fitted up for the temporary recej

dead. Corpses are there deposited immediately after

death, and taken care of until the s1gNs of 'I'L":""“i an
have become unequivocal, medical assistance being at

hand should symptoms of vitality manifest themselves,
By this simple plan all the objections which attend on

iFs of the

the retention of the dead in the dwel

may be cbviated, and at the sa time their dread of

burying their relatives while still alive respected.  This
plan is evidently much preferable to that which is
followed in I'rance. In the latter country, in the large
towns, there is in every district a medical inspector of

the dead. The inspector is informed of the dea

soon as 1t has taken !n:m'u_ and within a Very

is bound to inspect the body and give a

certihcate, [lll‘-u ;.:I:.'\.i:ll.::ll..l.l ]'.-:I'.'ii:fL .!l'i.'l':'l obtained, the

inhumation of the deceased is enforced by law within

two or three days of the death. Notwithstan:

precaution, cases have occurred, even during

few wvears, which appear to prove that i
taken place before life was quite extinct.  We doubt,

also, whether such e interment could under any

circumstances be enforced in our own country., b T I 15
modification of the German plan 15 evidently what we

must look for in any system of legislabon which n

iereafter be decided on I'hese admirable suggestions

leading medical journal were made more than

"
15

iall a century ago; since that time, EVEery year nhas

brought to light cases of living burial, and confirmed
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L e WAITING MORTUARIES

In order to better understand the :.J|'L'l.'i"'i'!' conditions
which should obtain in such establishments, we have
added photographs of parts of these extensive build-
ings, for which we are indebted to the excellent
French journal L'/lNusivation, and from the interesting
description published in its columns we have extracted
many of the following particulars. These parbiculars,
with the accompanying illustrations, will explamn, far

better than any advice we can give, the reform which,
we believe, is urgently needed in our own country.

W iLi|'iII:_: mortuaries have existed at Munich sinc
the beginning of the last century. The custom of
removing bodies to them was at first optional, and,
therefore, was not freely taken advantage of In
1860, however, at the time of an epidemic of cholera,
a police regulation rendered it obligatory. At first
the inhabitants rebelled, looking upon those who
wished to take away their dead from them as odious;
but the authorities were very determined, and by
-'|L'5_'_|'-='-'-~ the citizens became used to a custom the
advantages of which are now highly appreciated.

When a death occurs in a house in Munich, the
family at once apprise the police of the fact, and they
themselves have no more to do with the matter. Half
an hour after, a public medical officer arrives, who
confirms the death, and gives permission for the corpse
to be removed. At the Town Hall a whole army of
WOInen «|:|I:-|h||'h-|| by the |n',||~.iui||;||i'.3'_ 15 '|I:".':!'|i|.!'!l."!'.:.|_'|'
kept, who are deputed to “lay out”™ the corpse, ete.
One of these women arrives at the same time as the
doctor ; she washes the corpse, dresses it—usuoally in

the best ordinary attire—and puts it in the coffin, which
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15 then conveyed by a hearse to the mortuary. None
of the family accompany it. Ewverything is done with
the utmost rapidity. According to the resulations, the

b dy  must be removed within twelve hours after

death, or within six hours if the case is contagi
These rules are strictly observed ; often even at the
end of three or four hours the death chamber is
empty.

are open to those

Munich has ten mortuaries
af CVETY '.'|-|i_-_,5'-i|. one is reserved for those of the
Jewish faith. It is the mortuary chamber of the North
Mortuary, which is here reproduced

In an immense room, closed by large glass doors,

-
| '.III.' oLutsice,

through which the interior can be seen fron

i, fixed 1n a

are ranged in three rows twenty sarcopl

m which they rest are

sloping position. The slabs u

supplied with a zinc trench, hlled with an antiseptic

fluicd. At the head of each coffin a rod is ixed from

which falls a cord

a metal ring at its extremity

[his cord communicates with a system of bells, and the

east pressure on the rope sets it in motion

of its arrival at the mortuary the

From the mo
coffin is uncovered. and olaced on one of the slal Tl
cffin 15 uncovered, and placed on one of the slabs b
body is raised, and reclines upon a cushion, and the
whole is covered by a profusion of flowers, usually allow-

the head of the corpse to be seen, besides a

et bearing the number of identihication. The
» crossed upon the breast, and one of the fingers
inserted in the ring. All this is carried out by public
ervants, who usually show good taste in these funeral

dITangsements. .1-|.'1.'I_'-.' .':-.LII'Jilii.'- ]'l.l'-l.' 1.I:'Il.'i1' IE{'.L'] lﬁh'-'lll'

rEL e like this: and the coffin is carried into a court
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'-C[?-l..'L'“Ziill.l}' ]u:!:ll. for this purpose. CUwing to the [Ju_-rl'.,-q'[
ventilation and the steadiness of the temperature, no
odour is noticed but the smell of the flowers and the
lighted candles, The relative purity of the atmosphere
1s really astonishing.

There is a room for the rich and another for the
poor, adjoining each other. Nothing distinguishes them,
except perhaps the quality of the flowers provided for
the respective classes. The cost 1s very moderate. The
total 1h.'|.r:,:l.' not lili-l.lntin;[ the service in the church, or
the jn'in: of the certificate) varies from ,_{.'1 to A0,

The body remains exposed thus from forty-eight
to seventy-two hours. The relatives are allowed to
visit, and, also, they may appoint a nun or other
person to watch.

Between the two mortuaries is the caretaker’s room

a narrow cell, containing the bell apparatus, which
is enclosed in a long cupboard, like the case of a
orandfather’s clock. For furniture—a table, a chair,
and a couch. Windows look into the mortuary. It
is here that the caretaker passes the greater part of
his existence. He has to make frequent rounds of
inspection, and is not allowed to leave under any
pretext whatever, no matter for how short a time,
unless he leaves a substitute. In the evening he
stretches himself upon his couch, where the slightest
tinkle of the bell would arouse him. This frequently
|"I-'I.FJ|:|'!I-G; the Warning bell is so sensitive that the
least shake of the corpse sets it in motion. But the
guardian is not at all flustered ; variouns causes Imay
agitate the bell, and the waking of a corpse is a very

rare occurrence. Nevertheless, the caretaker at once




IHE CARETAKER'S ROOM.

oes to ascertain the cause of the alarm, anc
assured himself that the corpse preserves all th

of death, he |'-.'.Ll.'_i||-i'..-i the cord, and returns to continue

The coffin is closed only a few

interment, and after a final medical

sometimes, when a nervous

i5 carried into a separafe roor
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i5 kept open one or two days longer, often even
making an incision on the heel

One sad exception, however, to the wusual satis-
factory results is recorded by M. Gaubert in his work,
* Les Chambres Mortuaires d'Attente.” The incident
he narrates occurred at Munich on 25th January,
18445, and is as follows :—

oA young man who was .",~'-j1]:|:,':-;i.;a:q_-1_| b}' charcoal
had been declared dead by the doctor. After they
had been watching the body twenty-four hours at the
mortuary chamber, the family caused it to be carried
to the church, where it passed the night without the
customary caretaker. The next morning ‘the corpse’
was found bathed in its own blood, and the floor
of the church was stained. Restored to consciousness
during the night, and not having any help, the poor
voung man had succumbed to hamorrhage, brought
on by the incisions which they blindly practised on
the body of the supposed dead one, to make sure of
his death.”

Another instance he gives, also occurred at Munich,
is of a different character, but with a very sal
accompaniment :

“A little child, Ave years old, was carried to the
eichenhaiiser, and the COrpse was 1|:'|:u=--i11~|| as usual.
The next morning a servant from the mortuary
knocked at the mother’'s house, carrying a large
bundle in his arms. [t was the resuscitated child,
which she was mourning as lost. The transports of
joy she experienced were so great that she fell down

dead. The child came to life in the mortuary by
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brick. The best of them comprise a coroner's court-
room, coroner’s private room, the caretaker's rooms,
walting room, posf-morfem room, chapel, and viewing
room connected, There is no physician in attendance,
and no autopsies are performed except by surgeons
upon their own cases, or for purposes of inquests
There are no appliances or conveniences for resuscita-
tion, as all the bodies are regarded as dead, having
been for the most part certifed as such by a medical
practitioner, the exceptions being such as are taken
from the water or street by the police, or left there
for inquest. The buildings are usually well lighted,
and some of the rooms contain fire-places, but they
kind

i iIl:!'l.'l'IliII. of taste or ornamentation ol Aally

I'he bodies are kept in coffins, which, if there is any
odour proceeding from them, are screwed down. Per-
mission is afforded for inspection by doctors or by any
of the family of the deceased on application to the
keeper. These mortuaries are kept clean, and decent
and respectful treatment of the bodies is enforced by
I".':'_'Il.lliilli"'.:*-.

By the courtesy of the Clerk to the London County
Council, we have received a “copy of the last return
of coroners' courts, mortuaries, and POSE-MIGFTEN | ham-
bers issued by the Council.” This return is dated
November 14, 1899. There appears to have been little
alteration since the publication of the 1394 return,

'.'-'I'Li-l' we noticed in our fArest edition. In

the annual
report, 1002-3, It iz said : * Three boroughs are pro
vided with good mortuaries and post-merfermn rooms.

In the remaining boroughs partial or pro-

visional accommodation as to mortuaries, post-ioriem
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rooms, and coroners’ courts exist, and the question of

the improvement of such accommodation 1s under con-

sideration.” That is, of the 1'-.'.'n'1~.1:.'-|.'=.;:|1: boroughs of
which London is composed, only three are declared
to be provided with “good " mortuary accommodation.

At Shoreditch *“there is a small mortuary in the
parish churchyard, consisting of two rooms—one of
which is used as a post-mortein room. Any enlarge
ment is prevented by the fact of it being a disused
i eround.” It is lel-;J--n—.:-| o E:]E|J|‘~'ﬂ.:' it ':r_l.'

the walls with glazed tiles, and providing

means for heating water.” At Poplar the mortuar
15 I-".|-|-:,--|:I:|,:-:: and unsuitable.” The mortuary in
Bromley Cemetery is “unsatisfactory™; and that in Bow
Churchyard “is merely an old crypt, quite unfit for
use as a mortuary, and has no post-morfem accom-
modation.” We are officially informed that “in no
part of the new borough of Wandsworth is . . .
the mortuary accommaodation l:'|11i|‘:'|_x' H;l.‘_|-l'.a|_'l-|r:l' &

At St George-the-Martyr the mortuary “ has no
infectious chamber, and the post-morten room is
incompletely separated from the mortuary™; whilst at
N hurch and St. Saviour's there is “an inadequate

ry under a railway arch.” At Horsleydown,

¢, “the inadequacy of the mortuary accom

modation” has been repeatedly brought before the

notice of the authorities. The Holborn mortuary is

at the rear of the Town Hall: “the approach is either
throuzh the post-rioriem room or infectious chamber”
the latter “serves as a viewing room to the mor-

tuzary " [he 5t Giles mortuary and coroner's court

is “ rather small, and in a confined position.” At St
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Paul's, Deptford, “there is a mortuary in the church-
vard, but it has only one room, which serves as a
mortuary and pest-morfeme room. This is contrary to
the Public Health Act” There is no mortuary at
Hatcham, nor at Charlton, nor Kidbrooke. Lee and
Eltham are, according to the last return, in the same
thlﬁnlisfﬂ{‘.tf'n'_'.' condition.

At Greenwich “there is a mortuary, with post-mortem
room, in a disused c'hur:'h}';uwl_ but the approach is
bad, there 15 no accommodation for infections cases,
and the fttings are capable of improvement." The
mortuary at St. Nicholas, Deptford, is in the church-
vard, and * consists of one room, with slabs for
two coffins, It is also used as a posf-mordem room
and a gardener’s tool-house and store” Ilumstead
provides “a small wnderground mortuary in 5t
Nicholas Churchyard, unsuitable for the purpose” At
St Martin's-in-the-Fields “ there is a mortuary under
the churchyard of 5t. Martin’s Church,
but there is no infectious chamber, waiting room, or
viewing lobby."”

Judging by the evidence which lies before us, the
state of the mortuaries in the London hospitals is very
much on a par with the state of similar places outside.
lhe Medical {imes,

in describing some o

in an article, HL"!IL-L'H:}:---I' 5, 1800,
{ the mortuary eccentricities, cites
one hospital where the only place available was the

wash-house, and concludes: * [t would ol [PMEAT that the

managers of metropolitan hospitals do not believe in

the reality of death-counterfeits, and therefore make
no arrangements for resuscitation.” This condition of

things is not encouraging, and can scarcely be deemetd
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W I'L|1_'r' of the frst -L‘I-l}' in the world. London m

aries are found to be useful and convenient in relieving
hotels and I}I'i'q,'il_-_l_' houses of the dead jfl‘l‘:(lil‘.':: funerals,

and in cases of deaths from infectious diseases, as well

as from accidents and acts of vioclence which require
investigation. There is, therefore, a disposition to im
prove matters, but even in the three boroughs—Chelsea,

Hampstead, and Stoke xux'.'in;_;‘.I-n—x'.h-.--{' mortuaries

oled out from all the rest for official praise,
much yet remamns to be done ere the conditions
cainl a2t all compare with l]LliftEl'!__::—» erected for a similat
purpose on the Continent,

At small outlay they could be made creditable and
useful establishments. First of all, they require the
means of resuscitation, such as are in use at the Roval
Humane Society's depits and at the German mortu
aries; also baths, couches, plants, flowers, and mural
ornaments, with a skilled nurse or caretaker, and a

lical il:'-'-.-.'t:':l'!-:u'l' either on the establishment or

within I_t~1:|'|;|1r-|::* call.

A fundamental regulation should be added to the
-I..'.H'!i‘.'l;“_ orders that, when there is no »;E-{'\n of decom
'.I--'~f'.i-ll'.. bodies should il:.' [L'l_'ilh'ti not as deacd i:l;l w5

sick needing

attention, and to be kept under careful
observation. Such simple and inexpensive alterations,
agradually introduced by County, Parish, and District
Councils, would, in the course of time, bringe about
greater respect for the dead, with proper conside

for the apparently dead, besides increasing the

n

of the .‘-El!l\.'ti'.:l.' of human life. In the course of time
these improvements would educate the publiz, ane

144 pALL

to the erection of new and h indsome

Fqeny .
i £ Siruccures 1
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beautiful design, with appropriate artistic decorations,
such as are to be found in Munich and other parts of
Germany.

.].Itll.' |II.II|I'I'I."-'iI'I:_; Efll'li!'.ll:"-fl :I'l.'l:'l'l'lf"iI:I'I:i'l'lll.i'l‘|i"l'|'l [I'IiL‘III." |l:|.' "':1r
W. J. Collins, M.DD., M.5, B.5c., D.I"H. (London), late
chairman of the L.C.C,, in a paper read by him at the
Hygiene Congress at Buda Pesth, is worthy of urgent
notice: “I therefore hold that every inducement should
be held out to the poor by local authorities, by the
provision of decent, suitable, and attractive mortuaries,
to allow their dead to be removed [rom danger to the

living to a place where sentiment shall be respected

and sanitation satisfied.”

MORTUARIES IN THE PROVINCES.

Judging by replies we have received from officials
in many of the larger towns in the United Kingdom,
the majority publish no reports of their mortuaries,
nor do they issue any definite regulations. Separate
records of the bodies laid in the mortuaries appear
to be very rarely kept. In none 15 there the least
assimilation to the ideas which permeate the official
and public mind in the Continental towns referred to.
They are simply depositories for the homeless and

||l"_;.l:':'ln.'.| Clead

REFORTS FROM [RELAND.

['he following extracts are from the report by Dr.
j. E. Kenny, M.P., Coroner for the City of Dublin :—

.].E.I.'H' are no !-’n".-.._ I..L'.'.'w- i:l EJLI.'IIEZ'I ] | !-I'I ]I'L']-L:]'!




CONDITIONS IN IRELAND

relative to the mode of :|i.—=|ul:~<'L'. of the dead, but the

Sanitary Acts, which refer to the United Kingdom of

Great Britain and can be availed of when
necessary to compel the burial of the dead within a
reasonable period, on the ground that an unburied
body is a nuisance dangerous to public health. There
is, however, no fixed period. Among Roman Catholics
it 15 customary to |1|:|'.1' the dead on the third or
fourth day after death, but there is no hard-and-fast
rule. . . . . The local bumal authornties usually
|'f'|_|.|5|-l' ] :'I'H"lgl.'il.: ':":"'l":'::-|=;5.1|." ":. i:."il.:hl .:H'I:\'l'!'!" |'-|:".".'.':'|.'_;_
the grave, but there is no legal sanction for this, and

it 15 merely the custom. The coroner’s order fo

burial where an inquest is held does away with the
necessity of such certificates as those above referred
to, but FOsi-Iorien: examinations in these cases are
the exception, not the rule. A good many, however,
are held on those whe die in local ::‘.:---]:-':1.&|=_ when
the consent of the relatives or friends can be obtained.

I have not heard of case of cremation in Ireland,

anc earth-burial is the universal practice. Occasionally

when so ordered by the will of the deceased, a body

nd for cremation. | am myself

rather i favour of cremation as a more scientific and

':'.E;,; of the |E|,',,|_:|__

chambers (mortuaries) of the kind

[ know of no law as to the
of death which must be recognised to exist
before burial is permitted, nor is there anv officer on
whom 1s thrown the duty of ascertaining o deciding

'l'.i'.':-:.l'! 1.:-.,." I_K|' CH '|.'_"
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CORJECTIONS ANSWERED,

]}l'.l'i1‘1_-_" the discussion on premature burals in the
press, the erection of mortuaries (chambres mortuaires
d'attente) has been objected to (1) on the ground of
expense to the ratepavers; (2) because the results by
vay of resuscitation of those constructed in Germany
have not justified the cost of their erection and main-
tenance, and that il they had not already been in
existence they would not now, it is said, be established;
3) because relations object to be separated from their
dead before burial.

A5 to expense, it is not unlikely that the unthinking
majority would prefer to accept what they may look
upon as an infinitesimal risk rather than incur the
neccessary ontlay.  When once, however, the public
s aroused to the fact that living bural i1s a serious
and real danger, the expense will no longer be taken
into consideration. Tastefully designed mortuaries in all
populous districts could be met by a rate of from one
farthing to a penny in the pound, and in the smaller
¢ thinly-populated districts groups of parishes could
unite in providing such wuseful mstitutions. Public
bodies might appropriately take this matter up under
the powers oranted to them ':::.' the Local Government
\ct of 1804 At present, under existing customs,
-|'--':-;|1.||_'.' ten times the amount required is .Ln'.:l'.;ul'.:\.'
expended in funeral trappings, mourning habiliments,
costly wreaths, and ornamental monuments (mainly
for the purpose of ostentatious display) that would
provide temporary resting-places for the real and

apparently dead in every part of the United Kingdom.




of death in every case could be unequivocally de
monstrated before burial or cremation, would remov
an ever present and consuming load of anxiety from
the hearts of thousands of sensitive souls.

The second .-?n_f-:_-u_ii-q: II.':I!II.'-.:-.'. that results In resus

citation have not justified their erection, and that
such mortuaries are no longer built—is simply untrue

Mortuaries, upon a scale hitherto unattempted, have but

: 1, and similar
establishments are to be erected in Paris, whilst IMany
other towns and cities on the Continent, which have not

Vel ii.li.lJ|.".I."|. the syvsiem, have the matter under orave

consideration. We have already guoted instances of
resuscitation in them as a proof of their utility, and
more cases will be :_;f'-.'l'l‘. before « :".'|-':llx!i|‘:5_*" this 1.'1.1.'i.|-!:':

1'.1\.'1: ..Z-:l'-u'l' seen It state

stated in public journals,
and by public men who ought to be more guarded in
their utterances, that “there has never been known a
single case of resuscitation in a German mortuary.”

This is clearly denied in the report of the Muni

EX¥ed
E

) T

LCouncil of Parns for 1850, No. 174, p. 84, wherein is

published a letter from Herr Ehrhart. Mayor of Munich
1y period during

1'|[||. .48 |;'C'\.: 3 l,'..|'||| H'L:\I'-\._ — ] |'||' !r mn

which these establishments have been utilised. the order

iled, the manner in which the

which has alwavs prex

remains are disposed and adorned, the resuscitation of

rone were believed o be dead, have all contributed

to remove any sentimental objections to these establish

ments. The bodies are transported to the Leichenhaiiser

L

twelve hours after death without the least og

upon the part of the relatives.




358 WAITING MORTUARIES

But the very presence of a system of this descrip-
tion would, in the ordinary course of things, lessen
the number of premature interments; for, where the
dead remain under public supervision until putrefaction
commences, the expert medical official, who is publicly
q'r|1J\»!n:.'|:r[ to 1.'1*:‘1'1-3.' the deaths would be -:_-:L:n;L:L-ui.i|1.;1:-.
cautious ere he pranted his certificate, and ordered
the body to be removed to the mortuary. There
could be no possibility under such conditions of
the existence of a scandal similar to that which
came to light at an inguest held at Wigan by Mr.
S. Brighouse, one of the County Coroners for Lan-
cashire, on December 21, 1902 The Coroner said
“the circumstances were, perhaps, the most remarkable
he had ever had to disclose to a _i1|1'_r.” The child
had *died ® four times, and the mother had obtained
three medical certificates of death on the strength of
her own diagnoses !

At the same time, it must be admitted, it is VeV
difficult for an enquirer on the Continent to obtain
reliable information with regard to what takes place
within the walls of mortuaries, because of the numerous
officials and others who are interested in covering up
any Errors of !.:I'I'L"t"illl.lh death-certification that may
come to licht in them. The system in Germany is
-,.|-;.::1:'.-;1|]_-.' one ol ||:|Iir|; 1'y_'_l|u'|;Llhu'|. But, difficult as
it may be to ascertain the complete number of cases
which, as the result of the excellent mortuary system,
have been saved from a horrible death, there have been
a sufficient number brought to light to warrant the
trite observation made by e Heospital on February

1924 :—" Even if the risk is as slight as most

2y




ANSWEREILL

OBJECTIONS

aunthorities contend, there is no reason why 1t should
not be completely removed.”

In :'l-!'nl_'.,' to the third objection, which is one of

centiment. and which we would not wish to underrate,
we believe mourners would soon Zet accustomed to
the separation from their dead if the latter were
removed to mortuaries where the surroundings were

of a pleasing character, and where they could wisit

¢ remains as often as they pleased. The possibilit)
that by such means a terrible mistake may be rectified
would appeal to the most sensitive; and the poor, who
can ill spare the room required for the deposit of a
coffin, would, upon the :__‘II'=.-'|;‘.‘:|::*-; of health and conveni-

ence, soon come to value such a system. The writer

i the course 0l practice, has on several occasions

found, among the very ilics having meals in

Liny rooms in a city slum side by side with a shell
::-IIlé:iIIiI'l'?: the corpse of a :E-:'}J.'Ll'hﬂ relative,
THE UTILITY 0F MORTUARIES

Out of the quantity of material which lies before us

it 15 somewhat difficult to select illustrative cases suitec

to the himitea space at command. The following are

such as are vouched for by competent authorities:

‘A Berlin apothecary wrote to me lately,” savs Dr
Lénormand, * in this town to the effect that during an
mterval of two years and a hall ten people stated to

be dead had been recalled to life. [ shall quote only

the following:
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®ESALDIER OF THE GUARD.

““In the middle of the might the bell of the vestibule rang
violently. The careiaker, who had only entered on duties within
a few days, much startled, ran towards the mortuary. As soon
a3 he r|||!'r'.g'-:| |_|||_=- 1||:-|_||' h 1’|:-|_!|:‘||.1 ]Iil!l'l.'i.!:"lr -:|}||r-|<,||1l_q'4,|_ u.'i:h one |5.|-
“the corpses” enveloped in his shroud, who had quitted his bier

and was making s way out. He was a soldier of the guard
believed to be dead, and he was able to join his regiment five
days later.’”

FRANKFORT-ON-THE-MAINE.

Dr. Josat said that, during his sojourn in Germany,

Herr Schmll, director of the mortuary at Frankfort,

related to him a case of apparent death which occurred

under s own l..'_'n-'l.'.":.

In the year 1840, a girl of nineteen years died of acute

'.|r,|-'|_||'||_-1,'|||||:-r|5;|_ frr"l' '|s||-:'|}'1 |!,1:||5:|!|J_,I \I:‘I::.' |'.|:-: 'L-.'I;,'.'|I|!r_'|, Wils f#x-

Pl
i:-:nr_'-c| ifi I_|||' mMoriuary or & |m|imi |'-|- ti_s:h[ |:..1.‘:'5 I a state ol
perfect preservation. Her face retained its colour, the limbs

were supple, and the substance of the cornea transparent, whereas

ary cases decomposition shows itself on the third day.

The parents could not reconcile themselves 1o have their daughter

,'|_'_',r| Frl','|'|1|| themselves much tre led. Fi:'|.|'.'i:.'. 01l I.|:r'

;, the supposed dead suddenly awoke, without any pre-

IOmILOTyY indications of life.

BELGIUM.

M. Gaubert, a very painstaking authority, in

Les
Chambres Mortuaires d'Attente,” says:

“ There was a case at Brussels in January, 1867, of a
person who returned to life _:ll'i'[ as the bearers arrived
at the mortuary.

“iA workman of the suburbs, emploved by a firm of carners,
fell ill, and n a few days died. This suddenness of the death
caused doubts as to its reality, and after the usual delay he was
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CHAPTER XXTIT

CONCLUSION.

IT has been our endeavour to present in a concise

form the sali

the important

nt facts connected
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o volume than this

ct which forms the title of
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ive, as proved by subsequent

many instances, in this and
other countries, many have revived after having been
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supposed to be dead by their relatives and attendant

Fear—That a natural dread exists
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370 CONCLUSION.

medical superintendent, who shall be authorised

¥
grant the removal of the body to the cemetery onl
when the fact of death has been unequivocally estab-

lished by the sign of decomposition.

197} | 7 .'i,"‘ﬁr'-—?." 1If the hll'-:'_'_‘l'fllj_: conclusions are

established, and we believe such to be the case, the

need for immediate action is urgent and il]‘.i-rl'.a:i'.:',
and the prompt intervention of Parliament should be
at once invoked. May we hope for the cordial co-
operation of all classes and all sections on a question
on which the whole community have a deep and vital
interest, and on which procrastination will certainly be
fatal to some of its members? [t is not an academic
auestion. but one of the gravest |J!'.u':n.=.'. character,

the earnest consideration and treatment of which

cannot be neglected with impunity.
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