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PREFACE.

——

TrE instruction to Receivers of Wrecks, issued by the Board of Trade in 1912, at the
request of the Trustees of the British Museum, to send telegraphic Reports of the
stranding of specimens of Whales to the Museum has resulted in the collection of a
number of records of British Cetacea,  The system did not hecome fully operative hefore
the early part of 1913, and it will require further elaboration before it gives all the
mformation which it may be hoped to obtain.  The present Report must be regarded
as a first instalment, admittedly imperfect, of an attempt to obtain information with
recard to the distribution of various species of Cetacea along the British coasts, at
different seasons in the vear,

It is hoped that further annual Reportz will be published in due conrse, and that
the system thus inangurated will be of serviee in recording facts which, without it,
would have remained unknown, Specimens of Cetacea have been thrown up on our
coasts, from time to time, in the past; but only a very small proportion of these have
received more than a eursory notice in zome local newspaper.

The thanks of the Trustees arve due to the Board of Trade and to the Admiralty
for instituting the system of sending telegraphic Reports of the stranding of Cetacea ;
and to the Receivers of Wreeks and Coast Guard Officers who by their ready co-operation
have made it a success,  Many of these men have done their best to furnish all the
information which it las been in their power to give, by supplementing the telegrams
originally sent by means of written reports and by answering questions which have
been addressed to them with the view of elucidating the facts. I desire to express my
special thanks to all who have assisted in this way; and I would ask Natwalists
who may have the opportunity of making personal observations on stranded Cetacea
kindly to communieate the rvesults of their specific determinations to the Museum,
with the view of increasing the value of future Reports.

The enqguiry was originally commenced with the objeet of obtaining specimens for
the Musenm ; and it has already proved successful in securing several desiderata,  The
attention of the Officers of other Muzeums may be called to the system which is now
in working order. Considerations of expense make it impossible to acquire more than
a small proportion of the Cetacea reported ; and it might be possible to assist other
Museums to obtain specimens of which they were in need if notice had been given
beforehand to the British Musenm  that 1‘1’:])]1_1:;{r.l1tu.t.i1,'|_r_-: of |ul]'linrl1]:u' .-il]lil.'iq_".i Were
required.

SIDNEY F. HARMER,
h:'.-}lu v of Zoology,
Burmign Museom (Matvrarn History), g
Lospox, 5.W.
Felbraary, 1914,
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REPORT ON CETACEA STRANDED ON THE BRITISH
COASTS DURING 1913.

Ox June 19, 1912, the Board of Trade wrote to the Divector of the British Museum to
say that the Board had decided to issue a civeular to all Receivers of Wrecks,
instructing them to send telegraphic information of the stranding of Whales o the
Museum.  After some delay a leaflet, prepared for the use of Coast Guard Officers, was
approved by the Trustees (Jan. 25, 1913) and was shortly afterwards civenlated to the
persons for whom it had been intended.  The records for 1913 which are given below

are the result of this action.

(1) NUMeeER oF SPECIMENS oF UETACEA STRANDED,

The number of Whales, Dolphins, ete., reported during 1913 was 76, The list
]_:in-u I:-~]nw 'i1||-||||||.-4, hli'l.'l.'l.""'."l'l.', three other records whieh were olibained ‘1t1|'i|'f-t' 140] 1
amd 1912,

R - ) !

Phe number given cannot e regavded az completely acenrate, becanze evidence
ws heen fortheoming that some of the specimens oreinally reported as * Porpoises ™
has | fortl o that il zinall, fa] Paory
have really been Shacks, Where this fact has been definitely aseertained the reeomsd
in ¢|||1'.uli1||| has not been ineladed in the list; hot it s |n'-||r:|h|1' that o cortain
[rranJrEiuIL thllll_lﬂi |ll.'l']l.'l|ﬁ 111 A hll';_fl' ome, of the © ]'ul']mi-u-:—; " owhieh have leen
abmitted to the list have also been Sharks,

(2) Dares,

In the list which follows, the specimens are given in the order in which they were
j"l'EH]]'[l'lI ns luL'l."Ir],r_{ bien obsorved on the ghove.  This does not represend |'_\;=|1-[|:.' the
ovder of the dates of death, for two reasons :—(i) a gpecimen may have been Iving on
the heach for a day or two before it was noticed ; (1) some of the specimens were
guite fresh when stranded, while others had been floating about for some time alter
death hefore they came ashore, as s shown by the decomposed condition in which they
were fonmd.

A I;lrgr- Whale was |'4'||u|r'IH| ns ||:H.'il|_-_{ bheen stranded ai “":ii'l-.; L) .ln]_r 14, 1901:3F.
Thiz has not heen _l_[iﬂ'll asg a separate entry beenuze there waz reason to beliove that
the specimen in question was the ndividual which eame ashore at Dunnet Head on

JInlv B, ool Bad .~a||1|:-:1--||n-r1T|I'~' beirien r:-|u-1-r--:l FLE] il:n‘hm Hoated off



0 REPORT ON CETACEA
(4} DETERMINATION OF THE SPECIES

A definite determination of the species has been found possible in only a small
proportion of the eases,  This haz generally heen Dhased on the examination of the
entire animal, or some part of it, which has been forwarded to the Musenm,  In a few
instances a representative of the Musenm has visited the spot where the specimen was
atranded, amd the evidenes [}!1!;! ﬂll[:ﬁuml ]ms |u~|r]| lh!" :|lil|‘m|‘il}' I-:r Ehl' dl:'tl']‘nt'lmltiull.
In one or two cases, the information furnizhed by the Coast Guard Officers has heen a0
well given that the species conld be ascertained with practical certainty ; and deter-
minations made in this way have been admitted into the list.

Some of the specimens reported have been buried immediately after the despateh
of the telegram, or even hefore it was sent. It has thus been impossible to obtain
additional information with regard to the length of the animal or the number and
arcangement of its teeth.  In the majority of cases, no determination lhas been
attempted owing to the want of suflicient evidence ; but, whenever possible, the total
length as reported by the Coast Guards has been vecorded.  These measurements arve
probably not completely uniform, az it may be assumed that in some of them the
length in a straight line has Leen intended, and in others the length measured along
the eurve.  The length (80 feet) given by the Coast Guard for the Common Rorgual.
No. 14, iz almost certainly too high.  But making some allowance for a margin of
ervor, the total lengths recorded give some indication of what the species are likely to
]l.'l‘l L ]||'|'T|.

The wajority of the smaller Cetacea have leen announeed, in the telegrams
peceived, as |}1||'|:||i.-a1-.='-." As it cannot be pssumed that these were all Common
|“|||'I:ui:-iw-i |Jr".lr.-ur'rrr-u-r ].lu"uk'm*.l.uaj. this -|1*.==i_':g'1mt'lrrll Las been omiteed o most of  the
instances where the length has been aseevtained ; but it has been inserted as a rongh

indication of the size of the specimen where the length was not known.
(4} List oF THE UETACEA REPORTED AS HAVING EEEN StRaAXpED 0% THE Brimisn
Coasts pURIsG 1913 (wewvmize also TereEr Bpcorps ror 1911 axp 1912).

[Specimens of which the entive sheleton or some other port lins boen seeured for the Musewm ane
marked with an asterisk.

Year., Mo Draie. E_._.L-:u_li[,_l\.', County. .[.u.'ll,glll. ﬁl.u.'n'.'i.us and Romarks,
= = fect, ins. ]
1911 A July 1 Pepzance . . Comnwsll . . 6 “filobicephale  wielaewa, Traill
: {Blackfish or Pilat ﬂ'lmh‘-.]l
. Lopdekker, Field, =
lﬂ{n'l.. -I':'m_ii;'_l e A school of albout 50
1911, strambed § one  spuescimen
seeureil, of the length imldi-
b,

B Sept, 23 | Aberystwyth . Cardigan . ., “ Bradaenoptera aenborasiveda, Lac,

{ Lesser Borqual),
1912 € June 13 Port Talbot . | Glimergan . . | 18 0 Baleewsptera sp.  (probably
Lessor Rovoqual), )




SETRANDED DURING 1913 7
Year, | Mo Date, | Localiby. County. Langth. Bpecies aml Romarks,
L i | o e feeh. “ims. I
1913 1 | Feb. 13| Unionlall , . | Cork . . 26 0 Hyperomlm  rosteatos,  Mill.
{ Bottle-nosed Whale),

2 Mar. 6| Christchurch . Hampshire . . 15 0 telobiceplala  wedaena, Traill

| I:H]I'LE'.I-!HH]] T |’i||.|nt-“"|||||1-}.

3 i G Fair Isle . . | N.E of Orkney . i G * Legeworhynehies sp. . The skele
tom is not yet available for
examination,

4 | Apr. 21 | Cromane . Kerry . . . “Blackfish ™ [T Giladiceplode

| urelienrn, 'l'nl.ill].

4 May 6 | Mablethorpe Lineolnshire . 14 0

G | July #| Dunnet Heul | Caithmess . . [HHU I 1] Boalacwoptern phgsalos, L

amd Wiek (U oammeon ]lurqllrll_],
7 w25 | Torboat Ness Ross mnd Cromarty 2030 0« Finner or Rorqual.”
& | Aung. 1| Coatham . Yorkshire . * Porpoise,”
] 55 | 4 5 i 5 i E L P‘nquhie«-,"

10 " 1 " P " . i |'l:lr]m-:i:q-."

11 T 1 iy Gooc = ¥ : o Parpoise,”

12 i 1 G e x w0 i - “ Porpasse,”

13 e % Naorth Shields . | Northamberlaod a0 e Headless Whiale,”

14 o | Imishbofin . . | Donezal . . . B Bolaenoptera pligsafos, L,
(Common Hovoqual),  The
length recorded is probably
tor larc,

fi] o 11| Contham . . | Yorkshire .  Porpoise,”
1] T | = S i & i < Porpoise.”
T o 12 Ballamtrae . . | Agr o o o . a0

1& w 21| Bactom . . .| Nerfolk . . . 30

14 o 20| Gorey . . . Jersey . . . . 11 &8 (erainprs geiaens, Cuv, (Iisso's
Lirmmpus),

M) w2 Collieston . Aberdeen . . . R H.ifm'm:f.ll‘r'wr aculnrosfrale,
Lac. (Lesser Rorqual).

21 . 20| Westrny . . Orkney Islamds . 16-26 O

23 w28 Fair Isle « -« | K.E of Orkney d 6 T Phecacea gdweaene, Lo (Com
mon Porpaise).

23 | Hept. 6| Twastall . . | Yorkshire . . 2370 Balasweplora sp.

24 o 7| Bagton . . .| Morlelk . . . -

26| . V| Palling . . . a 0

a6 w8 Happisburgh . = S A

v i & Bherimgham i : “ Porpoise, "

28 5 B Butten-on-Sea Limcolnshire 4 10

25 w 11 Bacton . . . | Norfolk S

S 13 Blumdell Bands Lagrenslairi S 1

& w18 Dvmnmanook | Lianeolmshire ix |'ur1nliﬁ|.'.'-

2 ., 19 Embleton . Northuwmberbind “ Large Porpoise,”

33 v W Coverack . . Cormwall . . “ Large l’l'lrin:'t.-il.'."

34 o 22| Lpdd . . Kemt . ., . . T 0 Prolully Defphiuns delpbis, 1.
{Conmmon Dalpliing.

a0 o M Arbroath . Forfar . . . . a5 0 | Hujrrr'nrl_ph'rir sttt
Lanee, { Lasssor Rorguald )

i w26 Akderbon . . | Buffolk. . LI

37 P " y - EE  ah o nooo

35 |, 27 Bkegness Linealnshire . 15 0 “Hypevoodon  vesteatus,  Mill
{ Bastt lez-miosed Wkl ),

39 ;20| Mablethorpe . :: : I

10 w20 Mevagissoy . . | Cornwall 4

41 Ot 1 ?lll'l.']ll:t-lr'll‘ir]!.' s Lincolnshire o ]’ul'ln:lll.'-l.'.q

43 o | = ; i | * Porpoise.”

| 43| | | Happisburgh . Norfolk . i 0 |
4 £ 2 Birchington Kent , .

Phocirene fr.irm'ullrrr, Li I:l_:'lltLI
maon Porpoise),



Year., | Hoo

191F | 45

1
17
=
14
11
51
-PII
'

vha¥

51 |
HH
i1
0T
nis
it ]
I

il

03
i
L]

16

Drake.

o= LS RS

REFORT ON COETACEA

Lioenlity.

Mablothorpe
Sibton Bridge
Crister-on-=ei
Opeford .

Basshiillon-Sea

i1 | E:|11g;.-;||ll.

F Laamsboonpg L
1'1.}'|'I|u||||1.|'|.
Cromer |
.-"L'.IEI!I1I.I|":_=|1 k.
North st .
Felpham .

Skinningrove
Clrommer . 5
Eouth b ene
Alilerton
Ty

Maliletl (L S
Brighstons |
Hamlwich

Craal .

Bouenemonth

Torerous 5

CEl
IHwnings

Liwlal
Keel

unaff .
Mevagizsey |
Dungeness
Hightown

Fort Georse

County,

. | Linenlnshive

| Morfolk &
Suffolk E
Sussex , .
Cinlwny
Yorkshire .
Berwick .
Norfolk z
Suffolk . .
Helirides
SR .

Yorkshire |
Norfolk
|i1|||||m||i|1'.
Sultolk
Argyll .

Lineslnshive

Isle of Wight .

Kent
Fiie

Haupshiire:

Devon . .

Dhonuzal

Kent

Mayo . .
Domegal .
Cormwall .
Kent .
Laneashire .
Inverness .

Teemgth. | Speries and Temarke.
font.  dms.
a 0o
2 0 “ Bottle-nosed Grampus™
- “ Pasrpuizaz,”
11 & | Teoth saisd to be |
B G
G 8
S Whale without lend or tail™
“ While without heawl ™
a 0
15 0
164 LI |’n||:l:||||_l,' Lassor ]iul'lLIL:L],"
2 0 Hyperoodon  roatratue, Mall.
| Bodble-nosed W hnle).
a
- | & ['nrllnis,a:,"
L
i 0
R | [ | .F..ﬂyr rlrlr.l'lym'.l'l rrn'ir”ulr'i'rlal'rfr,“my
{White-benlwl Dolpliin ).
4 0
b | }
4 6 |
o0 @ Hﬂfﬂﬂwp.h']'ﬂ ararbaraafiode,
v, { Lsser Rorgual ),
i b Diesoribes] 02 Common  Por.
povise, and anid o have had
20 spadleshuped deeth on
ench side of encli jaw.
12 0 “frampus grisees, Cuv, (Risso’s

| Cirmmpeg],

*Ditto : the fietus or enlf of the
i preceding specimen,

G F  *Pelphinns dedphie, Lo (Commpmen

A |

Ilpkain ).

&0

6 6 [ i'}'q-l{pﬁirm.! el pleis, L (Common
:ll}lil]li.tl.::l.

18

e “ Porprise,”

G 0

5 0

45 0 .l"ﬁ_.-,.n.—.r--r cotodon, L. ﬂ_:"‘1l|.-'l'lﬂ-

Whnle). t

(5) |'.l{1-:4,l1.'l-'..'1."|.' 0F THE (CCURRENCE OF STRANDED UETACEA DURING DIFFERENT

The frequency of the records

CUrVes ol . .

The =maller eurve _-_;ivl'.t. the number of r.IJ:ru-ilm'iu-t o ed II'II'I'I'E_".' Pl rri;ulirq-::."

MoxTas oF [913.

at different times in the vear is represented in the
The upper curve gives the number of records for the entive coast-line.

of which the total length did net exceed five and o hall feet, stranded on the st const
of England, as far South as the Straits of Dover, during July to November,

T Hecorded by Ae. W, Taylor in * The Scottish Naturalist,” Fol 1914, p, 28,




STRANDED DURING 1913, a

The two curves have very marked characters, although the small number of
specimens vecorded during the first Lalf of the vear may have been due partly to the
fact that the Coast Guards did not at first grasp fully the natwre of their new
]1!HE]4I]|HiIIiIi[-iI_'?l. But t.'l,}-:iu;_f the facts as t]n‘_‘.‘ HIIIIL[I, [|:|L~ ]:l]“_m*l' Curve shows a sudden
vise from 2 specimens in o aly to 15 in Angust. The enrve continnes to aseend to 18
i Hq'lllrruh'l'. and reaches a maximoam of 21 in the fivst half of October. From this
point it sinks suddenly to 4 in the second half of October, and remaing at a low level
during the remainder of the vear,

It will b inll-I-[-‘i[iTlf_{Iil=lﬂ"l.'l'l-'lill Tvow: e i i } "—_:'j : i-
far the curves of future years agree with ‘E-:'|5|E HEIRIEY : :‘; 2 é ;E ;\
(his ome : and thus to what extent the 71777771 | | ;l; B
special frequeney of the records during Iﬂ | T I [ :
Auoust, HL~|Jt|*mIH'I' and the first half of J i | 1 l. . |
ll:-1_r|.|w|' ||:|=-a an 1|L~I'|||i1_!' Hi:_{'lliﬁl:‘]llll‘l.' li iy :: . | ' | ‘ -
well have =ome relation to mignltiuri; Tt ” : | Ll N
it is olwious that the curve of frequeney | ' | | " |
is really a composite one, made up of | .| ! Lol | Fi thed ek
the individual curves of several species, | |
These species may not all have iden- ‘ 4
tical periods of migration, and in any o i i 1 I
case the form of the eurve must he ® ' I -
gpecially influenced by the number of @ l
records of the commonest apecies. .

In a Report received from the Coast |
Guard at Coatham (Yorkshire) it was ° j|
:ill_f_{gq'.f-il'tl l.i!:LL‘ the 1-1‘111|l|1'nr'_1|.' of  the : | .. '. i
LT 0 N T Elil .'.‘d_‘l':l.llh"i . I'.“I']':I[liﬁl.'?i” :'tl T | | i
certain seasons of the vear was due to | ' 1 ) |
the faet that they were individuoals which, N o | |
after  being  eaught by fishermen in -\L./

Herring-nets, had been Killed amd thrown

overboard, and had subsequently drifted ashore.  In onder to estimate, to some
extent, the correctness of this suggestion, another curve was constreted to show the
frequency of the records of the smaller Cetacea (possibly ineluding o few Sharks)
in the North Sea, as far South as the Straits of Dover, during July to November.
I[ Il:"i l]]r'\'i.ﬂ_l:‘i i.'l'(“l] 'Ill'! IIIH'I_[]".‘ 'Iutl 1].{'5”‘ l"'_'l."l:“'i:l_f'i h:l'l.'.' I‘lF“I il ]‘ll“l'kl"l l'ill‘.'i'[l Ll ']ll'
I;Il'u'i"]"l'l.ll"n'l,‘.. l||n|llt_:|1 it i= alzo troe that if l||r_'!.‘ were subitrcted from the total, the form
of that corve woulid not he ||t:|li_’ll'iil”_‘6 affected. Lt thos aAppears Il‘_‘_':'ii'illtilli' to conclude
that a larser number of Cetacea which have not been captured by fishing hoats are
stranded during Aunoust, ﬂl‘.plvmlwr and the first half of Cetober than at other times

of the vear,



Ll REPORT ON CETACEA

I have endeavonred 1o ascertaim whether there is any definite connection hetween
the movements of the Herving-shoals and the stranding of these smaller Cetacea,
Me. Henry 5. Mawriee, of the Board of Agrieulture and Fisheries, has very kindly
furnished me with figures showing the number of Hervings (in ewt.) landed from the
North Sea during the suecessive months of 1915, t‘nf_{vlhrl‘ with an indieation of the
prineipal arveas in which they were canght.  An analyzis of these figures gives the
following vesults, for the Knglish const

The catch of Herving was almost nesligible during the first three months of the
vesr, ol rxrrrulih_t_{ 200 owt, i any month, In .'I;|r|'i| ihe total catch was about
4,900 ewi,, most |:_'l.' from East of the Norfolk eoast,  In JII:I_'I.' about 33,000 cwi, were
landed, prineipally from near the Novthuomberland and Durham coasts.  In June it had
pisen o about 151,500 cwi., olitaned from the smme disiviet and mther forther North,
In ‘l"l."" more than 70 per cent. of a cateh of I|1':|I'|I'n' S94.000 ewt, cone from  inshore
waters of Northwmberland and Doebam ;. and most of the rest From rather {urther
North. In .'ﬁ.il_-_rtlrﬂ. with alwwt 427 000 ewit,, more than half were t'uL!;_ﬂlt near e
coast of Durham and Yorkshive, as far South as Bridlington Bay ; and most of the
vemainder further Nortli,  In September wather more than one-fifth of the total cateli
of about 5200000 ewt. was olitained from the Durbam awd Novth Yorkshive coasts;
nearly eme-eighth further from the eoast, and respectively North and South of the
Dogger Bank : while nearly one-lifth was obtained neaver Luwd, off the Southern part
of the Yorkshive const.  In the fiest half of October the Southerly migration lad
Eu'lu':'rth'd further, a3 15 shown h_".' the fact that with o totn] enteh of over 1,107,000 owt..
about TEZ.600 ewt, were talken Fast of Norfolk, and alout 82,500 cwt. Nopth of
Norfolk amd Fast of Lincolnshive i}llll.lj_:lL a eertain mumber were still obtained off the
Durbam and North Yorkshive cosst. In the second half of October the ﬁ:ﬂ]ll‘.]‘_}' WS
!II'IJI'i!I]I'n.' to the Fast of Norfollk, nearly 2500000 ewt. of a total of tll‘.ill'l}' 2ARG 000 ewi,
|H’"lr|§_[ taken from that area.  In November the total, 1. 7900000 ewt., was stall very
||i_u||. about 1,715,400 cwt, |l|'i11§_1 from the East of Norfolk,  In December most of the
total of 185200 ewt. was from the 2ame district and the Saffolk coast.

It is obwious that these “_'_:1“‘1‘#- o not .'thl!l_‘_[l'[]ll:‘l' I"III'I‘l‘HIIIJIHi with the curves gi'\'vll
ahove of the stranded Cetacen ; and in particular the sudiden drop of those eurves from
the first half of October to the second half of the same month is by ne means
represented by the fivures for the total catch of Herring during the same periods.  Buor
it mav be noted that in September and the first hall of October, when the number
of stranded = Porpoises © was at its maximum along the Lincolnshive and Norfolk
consts, there was a considerable Herving fishery to the North of Norfolk. 1t is possible
that the direction of the eurrents 12 more fovourable to e :-ctrul:lrl‘ill:_r of dead Cetacen
on the ]n'uli_w'lin_-_r prairts of the const of those r'ullillil;'ﬁ_. wider those cirenmestances, than
it 15 when, as i the second half of October, the h('llllqllill'lc'l‘ﬁ of the ”L*!'!I']'!tg ﬁﬁllt'.l"l'r'
ave well to the East of Norfolk. It may further be noticed that in August, when 7

 Porpoises " were found near the mouth of the Tees, Herring were actually heing canght
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near the shore in that neighbonrhood, while none were caught, in sufficient numbers
to be indicated by the statistics, further South than Bridlington Bav, in Yorkshire.
It seems, therefore, that :llllurllgh the case is not 1'1'|'l.'1i||]_\‘ maile ont by the firmures

that have been quoted. there may be some connection between the stranding of the
Cetacea and the position of the Herving fishery at the time, My, Mauriee has sent me
EFIIER da]" t\\'i] I:Fllill_il:“'l_ﬁ III"I}“I K:Il‘tll'ﬂ]iﬁTH i"l!lt]l."l"‘l'i:l \.I'!Ei'l ’l”‘ li.?ll_[‘ll 1!1‘ ,\grit'{tltlll'[' LEIN] thi.‘;
ri'l_lhjl'l"[. These, while ]lll'['i‘ll[i'l'l".:l.' in arFreement with one another with wg:u’:l B aletails,
."ill!l'“' T]I:ll Il[“l'[‘illg-ﬁ]“l:[lﬁ ill Tl“" EUI‘IIJ :':"l::l H R l'l."l"l-:lj!lll}' rrf“'l'“'i'il Ii:\.‘ SRR ﬁiH'.'iL"H ';l’l
Cetacen, amons which are mentioned Bottle-nozed Whalez and Commaon lhﬂ[rhill.ﬂ.

(6} IM=TRIBUTION ox THE CoAsST-LINES,

The details of the distribution of the stramded Cetacea are oiven in the tabuolar
statement which is printed above, and also in the maps which appear at the end of this
Report.  The list is a chronological one, and the numbers there used ve-appear on the
LT E It is 111'1'h.'|]1.~a HLll'i‘J]'iHill_'_:' to find that far the |.'It'_'_ft':-it number of vecords |Il‘|lllt_'_':'#
to the North Bea.  The district where they are most numerons iz the coast of Lineoln-
shire and Norfolk. The majority of these specimens are © Porpoises.” or, in other wonds,
smaller kinds of Cetacea: including probably Common Porpoises ( Phocaci plucaena)
andd 1:1-1‘[!1111# White-lealed ||u||:]1'i1l.1- {f..ﬁ_d,fr'.lrru'-"rdn',f.rrr'-"r-'n'x iil"-’ra'a'ra-hh';h'}. It must, however, be
remarked that the evidenee is at present very incomplete with regand to the determina-
tion of these smaller Cetacen.

The map of England gives a distinet indication of a Seuthward movement of the
smaller Cetacen as the summer advanees,  Analysing the smaller carve given above, by
comparing it with the map, it will be =een that of the 8 © Porpoises ™ recorded in
August, 7 are from the Tees (near Coatham) amd 1 from Nofolk (Bacton).  In
H‘!Il'_‘fvlldli'l' JITEIITE :llll:ll._"“'l" =ik ﬁ..' .\‘(hl'{]ﬁ = I‘I-IlI'I'l:Z"il'liI'L". |':\'11'II1 ]Irr.ﬁﬁill]_"-' T.‘.iL ::"_.. "u\'lli"ll |'|-'|:‘5
1|1]t |'||'1_'h it]i'l“il"(l: 'i'l.'lllil" Irll l!l.' [l. Z"i!_"'l"i”"'”.": |'1'1'|l'|'|.|1'|]. -I= H L 1-|'“.||| I.lilll‘illllﬁllil'.'
[“nrllmrlunl:. ?'I-lu!:]t*‘l‘|ml'|w, Sufton-on-Seal), 5 from Norfolk {ﬁ]Li'l'illghuhl. Bacton,
]L'lp]ri#-lrlll*:_:l'l. Palling), and 2 from Saffollk (Alderton).  In the fiest Lalf of Oetober,
with 10 reconds, 1 s from  Yorkshive (Skinninevove), 3 are from  Lincolnshive
(Mablethorpe), 4 from Norfolk (Cromer, Happishurgh, Caister-on-Sea), 1 is from
Suffolk (Alderton), and 1 is from Kent (Birchington-on-Sea).  In July amd November
no * Porpoises " were recorded from the district in question.  There is some reason to
believe that the Bottle-nosed Whale (Hypevosdon vosteatis) iz not uneommon on the
const of Fast Anglia doring the sumomer and aatomn,

The oecenrrence of  Risso's Grranpus | frivtigits gprimeins) in the FEocolish Channel
during the late summer and antumn s of some interest.  Theee definite records of this
gpecies. were obtained {Gorey, Torerosz), but the Toreross specimens were an adult
with its fetus or calf. [t is not impossible that one or two of the other reconds

in thie =ame resion may have veferred to this species,



12 REPORT ON CETACEA.

The stranding of a large school of Pilot-Whales (Globiceplala  moloenn) in
Mounts Bay, near Penzance, in the month of July, was a notable event during 1911.

The Common Dolphin (Pelphinus delphis) was definitely ascertained to have
oceurred on the North and West coast of Ireland (Downings, Keel) during November
and December; while it is probable that the record from Cleggan in October belongs
to the same speeies, It is almost certain that a record from Kent (Lydd)., during
sSeptember, indicates that the Common Dolphin had made itz way up the English
Clhannel during the summer,

In the map of Beotland one of the most noteworthy features = the evidence
afforded of a ﬁut:lt]u‘l‘ll.' movement of the Lesser I‘:[r'l'ii'!llll {nrrfﬂrmrpfr'rw ctcattirost vafee )
during the summer.  The record from Tarbat Ness (July ) certainly helonged to a Rorqual
and very probably to this species.  Those for Collieston (Augunst), Avlvoath (September).
and Crail (October) were proved to have veferved to Lesser Rorquals.  The information
obtained from the more Southern part of the East const is less precise with regard to
thi= point; but it i= at least possible that the specimens from Eyemonth (October),
North Shields {August), and Tunstall (September) belonged to the same species ;
which alzo oceurred on the Welsh const { Port: Talbot,® Abervsiwyih) in two localities
during 1911 amd 1912, The entire absence of records of any species on the East
coast of Treland may alzo he noticed.  Twao * Porpoises ” were vecorded during 1913 from
the umlu.-ailu st of -E“.‘—:I""Ld' which had no other 2tranded Cetaeen I.h]l'il'l_L'" the vear,

Only two of the larger Whales were definitely reported during 19135 namely,
a Common Rovqual ( Balacuoptera pliysalos) from the Novth const of Treland (Inishbofin)
duving Angust, and another individual of the same species from the North of Seotland
(Dunner Head, Wick) during July.

It would no doubt be a mistake to attach oreat importance to the vecords for
a single vear, particularly where so much is uncertain with regard to the species.
But enough information has heen obtained to indicate that a continuation of the present
engquiry is likely to throw some light on the movements of Uctacen along our coasts ;

ancl i1|--'|41|-!||,-;||}' to resalt in the .'u':lui.-:ilinn of valuahde Hlll'l‘i"ll'll.“- for the Muosenm.

* The Port Twlbot s-1|||'|'i|n|'|| wns known to have heen a H::r-pl::l, amil it i5 almest certain that it wes

.Hl ] |II Ir m.-f.J‘a For aeciiloraaleala,
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