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26 TREATMENT OF COMMON DISEASES.

and urine. Kopp, a German, and Brera, an Italian
physician, have further mentioned as among the
symptoms of greatest importance, pains with spasms
through the chest, great feebleness of the heart’s
action and sounds, and particularly the protrusion of
the tongue, which, they state, children so affected
hold between their teeth, or, if dentition has not oe-
curred, between the upper and lower gums. During
the continuance of the seizure, the pulse is rapid and
small ; when the paroxysm has subsided, the normal
character of the pulse is regained. In extreme
cases, death 1s not unapt to occur, and when it does
happen, it is by suffocation ; the spasmodic contrac-
tion at the entrance to the windpipe acting so vio-
lently as to obstruct the passage of air to the lungs.
When death does not result in this manner, the
strength of the little patient may gradually become
more and more exhausted, until, altogether enfeebled,
pale and cold, he falls back lifeless on his mother’s
or a nurse’s lap. The more usual course, fortu-
nately, is for the paroxysm, after continuing a short
time, to yield, and the child again breathes with
freedom, until another spasm occurs. The number
and severity of these vary considerably. Sometimes,
and more especially if remedial means are promptly
applied, there is no recurrence of the paroxysm.
The great majority of patients affected with this
disease are very young children. M. Guersant of
Paris, who has had a very extended experience in
the diseases of childhood, remarks that he has only


































































48 TREATMENT OF COMMON DISEASES.

pain is of a most severe description, causing great
restlessness, bending and doubling of the body ; and
albeit the sufferer be possessed of heroic fortitude,
he will give way to groans. As in ordinary colic,
the pain is further paroxysmal; it seldom subsides
entirely, but it becomes modified, while, at times,
excessively painful attacks occur. At night these
are apt to be worse than during the day ; the coun-
tenance wears an anxious look ; nausea and vomit- -
ing often are present; the tongue becomes flabby,
often tremulous; the breath very fetid ; the gums
at their margin have a bluish-grey line, This
most important sign of the action of lead on the
system was first pointed out by Dr. Burton;
while Mr. Tomes, the eminent dentist of London,
has shown that a chemical action takes place be-
tween the tartar of the teeth and the lead, and that
sulphuret of lead is formed, to which the peculiar
blue gum is due. At this stage of the disease, the
face is pale, dingy, and sallow. And now succeed
even more formidable symptoms ; the hands become
tremulous, great weakness of the wrists is experi-
enced ; and palsy, in a more or less marked degree,
established, The affection of the hands, attended
by muscular wasting, which is peculiarly seen in the
balls of the thumbs, may succeed the colie, or be
developed during its continuance. Not unfrequently
there occur repeated attacks of the spasmodic pain
in the belly, and then suddenly the patient finds
he has lost the full power of using one or both hands.






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































