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INTRODUCTION

the treatment given to this section in the present Monograph.
When I was editing the thirteenth edition of Hayward's
‘Botanist's Pocket Book,’ 1 benefited much by Mrs.

Gregory's assistance in giving me many of the descriptions.
SYME'S ENGLISH BOTANY.

Viola palustris L.
1'.-_ U:.Ir{)f‘{”lrl' 5,
V. hirta L.
V. sylvatica Fries.
Sub-species V. Rivinfana Reichb.
o V. Reichenbachiana Bor.
V. canina Bab.
Sub-species V. flavicornis Sm.
3 V. lactea Sm.
V. stagnina.

arenarica DC.

HooKER'S STUDENT'S FLORA OF THE BRITISH ISLES,

Ed. 3. 1834,

V. palustris L.
", odorata L.
Probable hybrids: V. permixia Jord.
V. sepincola Jord.
V. hirta L.
V. calcarea Bab.,  a dwarf starved form with narrower
]ll.'l'.=L|*.-~.1
V. canina L.
V. camina proper | flavicornis Sm.)
Sub-species V. {actea Sm.
s V. persicacfolia Roth. (stagnina Kit.)
V. sylvatica Fries.
V. sylvatica proper (Riviniana Reichb.)
V. Reichenbachiana Bor.

V. arenaric DC.



















PREFACE

To him, naturalists owe a debt of profound gratitude. He
has bought Woodwalton Fen, and has thus secured for the
nation's use a piece of ground which contains plants unknown
in any other part of our country, in addition to rare birds and
insects. The fen violets during May and June are extremely
beautiful, growing, as they do, in large clumps, and producing
pale or darker blue flowers from the leaf-axils, on stalks over
a foot in height. My visits to the fen have been too few to
do more than a fragment of the necessary. research, but I
have every confidence that my small share of initiatory work
will be improved upon in the future. Artificial crossing of
some of the existing forms will throw light on the onigin of
those which have been produced by natural means.

A welcome development has taken place during the last
decade in a greater rapprochement between ' Garret Botanists’
(a name used by my late friend, Mr. T. B. Flower, to denote
those botanists who are supposed to ignore plants in the field)
and the large and ever increasing class of flower-lovers, who,
in their turn, are dubbed "mere Systematists,” and who are
generally credited with knowing little or nothing of the
physiology and anatomy of plant life,

To my helpers in the production of this small volume my
cordial thanks are tendered. To Mr. A. H. Evans for his
Latin diagnoses of my new varieties, V. odorata, var. praccox
and V. Riviniana, var. diversa: to Miss Mills for her
drawings; to Mr. Tams for the photographs; and to Mr.
Wiltshear (of the British Museum) for correcting the proofs
of the citations of synonymy.

To Mr. Robert Saunderson, of Galashiels, T am deeply
indebted, for he has most generously financed the book
through the press. And to my son, Mr. R. P. Gregory, 1
tender my hearty thanks for the inset drawings on pp. 12, 15,
38, 47, and 56, as well as for much help and patience in the
final shaping of the work.

A table showing the order in which the species, their

varieties and forms, are arranged, is set forth on pp. xxi-xxiii.
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