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THE ALCOHOL FACTOR IN SOCIAL
CONDITIONS.

SOME FACTS FOR REFORMERS;

Being the Report of a Special Inquiry conducted by
GEORGE BLAIKLOCK, Barrister-at-Law,

For the Committee of the National Temperance League.

INTRODUCTION.

AVING undertaken, at the request of the Committee of the

H National Temperance League, to conduct a special inquiry

into the relationship of alcoholic drinking with the social

and economic evils which are being so widely discussed and deplored

by all Schools of Social Reformers, I prepared a syllabus indicating

the ground to be covered by the Inquiry which was approved
by my colleagues.

The object of the Inquiry was to obtain evidence of a strictly
scientific nature in regard to the causation of the undesirable
and baneful elements in our social life. It was made with a view
neither to defend nor to attack any theory or any school of social
thought, but to obtain the actual facts in regard to each branch of
the investigation.

The scope of the Inquiry included an endeavour to ascertain
the results, if any, of recent social legislation and administration,
and whether the evils under investigation were increasing or
decreasing. The branches of study embraced (1) The Child, at
home, in the school, and in employment ; (2) The Adolescent, as
regards ‘‘ hooliganism,” factory morality and *‘ blind-alley "
employment.

The Inquiry as to (3) Adults comprehended an extensive
range covering the question of comparative wages and the standard
of living of abstainers and drinkers respectively; the relation of
intemperance to unemployment, distinctive occupations, police-
court convictions, female-labour and unemployables, as well as
the connection between environment and housing and sobriety.

The method of the Inquiry consisted of the collation of
extracts from published and private reports from officials, public
authorities, blue-books and other reports or authoritative works
bearing upon the matters in question ; evidence given viva voce to
the Social Economics Committee, in special interviews, or in
letters and statements upon specific points, by specialists and expert
authorities.

I confess I did not anticipate the many difficulties encountered
in obtaining reliable data. There would almost, in some quarters,
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seem to be a conspiracy of silence in regard to the question of
Drink. Refusal to assist came from persons and organizations
from whom one would naturally expect hearty co-operation,
although all agreed as to the desirability and utility of such an
investigation.

The impression made upon my mind as the result of my labours
is that the costly machinery of Government and Municipal depart-
ments and the enormous energy and financial resources of voluntary
agencies are devoted too Engusivel}f to what one might describe
as the ambulance departments of social service. It is perhaps impos-
sible to do too much in the direction of relieving and curing, but I
am satisfied that far too little attention and effort are being devoted
to recognize, to minimize and to destroy the causes producing the
mischief.

Take, for example, the question of drinking in regard to evil
social conditions. Every other avenue, chink and cranny of
causation are explored by many reformers, but the potent liquor
factor is too often ignored or referred to in the most casual manner.
We are constantly hunting out and denouncing the economic
gnats, but are too often oblivious of the alcoholic camels,

The reformer must follow where truth leads, and must face the
facts, whether or not those facts harmonize with his particular
theory. I have endeavoured to get at the facts through this

Inquiry, and such evidence as has been collated and obtained
speaks for itself.

There is one great cause for thankfulness, bad as things are ; the
evidence obtained, in the main, shows that matters are improving,
and that the horrors and mischiefs flowing from drinking, drunken-
ness and crime, fmmorality and poverty are slowly diminishing,
although there has been a disquieting increase since 1910.

The efiects of legislation in the various measures of social
beneficence which have been passed in recent years, from the
Children Act to Old Age Pensions and National Insurance, the
more humane administration of the Law, the medical inspection of
school children, with the power to help by medicine, food and
cleansing, the growing condemnation of the slum and increasing
desire for better houses and healthier and prettier districts, the
reduction in the number of liquor licences, and, thanks to the efforts
of temperance organizations, the increasing number of those
who totally abstain from alcohol in all ranks of life, and increased
temperance teaching and the growing anti-alcohol opinion and
practice of the medical profession ; all these influences are slowly
improving social conditions.

To these social influences I must add the increasing sense of
spiritual aspiration and moral responsibility shown by the growth
of the Brotherhood and Adult School Movements ; the work of
the Churches, the Salvation Army, the Church Army and other
religions agencies by which “ Broken Earthenware " is not only
being mended, but the breaking is becoming proportionately less.

The growing passion for social reform renders it increasingly
necessary that the facts in regard to the pathogenic, economic
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and social effects of alcohol should be more widely known and
appreciated, especially its effect in deadening the sense of moral
responsibility and arousing the baser sensual and animal nature,
together with its narcotizing power over the desire for betterment,
and its baneful influence in making men and women contented
with a sordid and squalid environment and a low standard of life
and comfort.

The aims and ideals of all schools of social reformers are in the
main identical. We are working for the time when every individual
shall have physicalhealth, mental vigour, moral strength and spiritual
life ; when every toiler shall be able to earn and to have a living
wage ; when the masses, as well as the classes, shall be able to dwell
in pleasant homes; when sordid ugliness shall give place to simple
beauty, and squalid backyards shall blossom into pretty gardens;
when the nation shall be a true commonwealth, strong, healthy,
happy and free.

All must, therefore, unite and co-operate in recognizing and
antagonizing every obstacle and every stumbling-block in the way
of the upward march of democracy. The economist must deal
with the mighty liquor factor, and the temperance man must
recognize more fully that there are other evils besides drinking
to be grappled with. There is room for each, while appreciating
other points of view and sympathizing with special work on other
hines than his own, to say of his special study, * This one thing I

D.I-J

The information obtained through this Inquiry under its
various heads is of value and of interest, and will, I hope, be helpful
to all students of social science, as well as to the temperance
reformer. There is a mass of valuable information lying buried
in blue-books and hidden away in various public reports which is
too little known even to the student. Much of this has been
disinterred, and is published in this report, together with some
valuable contributions from individuals and societies who have
been good enough to reply to my queries.

Nothing has impressed me more in the course of this Inquiry
than the extent to which the evidence contained in the following
pages might be usefully added to, were those most concerned,
namely, the industrial classes themselves, to engage in a similar
investigation within their own borders. This idea was mooted,
and was favourably received, at the annual meeting at Manchester in
September, 1913, of the Trades Union and Labour Temperance
Fellowship, an organization inaugurated from within the Trades
Union Congress at its Leeds meeting in 1905 by the National
Temperance League. Valuable contributions to the discussion of
the relation of the Alcohol Factor to Social Conditions have been
made by distinguished Labour Leaders, but evidence from within the
rank and file, giving experience of both drinking and abstinence,
would be far more effectual in generating from within that movement
in favour of true Temperance, without which Labour will never
be emancipated from the burden of DRINK.
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CHILD VICE AND IMMORALITY: “ Writing in The Times of
January 3rd, 1913, on ' Evening Play Centres,’ Mrs. Humphrey
Ward says: ‘I believe that many persons now giving their best
energies to primary education will bear me witness when I say that
one of the heaviest anxieties now weighing upon them is concerned
with what seems to be, at any rate, the increase of immorality
and vice among children. It is possible there is no real increase,
and that we only know more about it. But that there is a terrible
condition of things among certain strata of London children will
not, I think, be denied by those who know. It is directly encouraged,
in many cases directly caused, by the uncared-for street life after
school hours, especially in the dark winter months and in the back
lanes of our poorest districts ; and one clear source of it, also, is the
existence of open playgrounds without proper supervision. . . .
But watch the children coming in on one of the bitter nights.
There is always among them a large shivering and pinched minority,
who, but for the centre, would be in the streets, locked out of their
homes “ till mother comes back ' from the local factory, because
of the danger of fire ; or turned out because, in the crowded tene-
ment rooms, a father tired with his day's work can't stand their
noise, or some sick member of the family must be kept quiet.”
Mrs. Ward might have added to the causes mentioned—and
because many of the parents are drinking in the public-house.

THE RECORDS OF MEDICAL INSPECTION.

The full results of the medical inspection of children in London
in 1911 gave over one-half of those examined as presenting defects,
of which about two-thirds were recommended for treatment. This
is neglecting dental defects, which are almost universal.

EFFICIENCY OF REesisTANCE : “ Certain powers of destroying
or digesting hurtful foreign elements, whether living or dead, are
possessed by nearly all the body cells. In the more specialized
structures these powers are in comparative abeyance, but are
prominent in some leucocytes or white corpuscles, and especially
those found in lymphatic structures. The defensive powers of
these lymphatic cells may be seriously lowered by poisons such as
alcohol, or the chemical products of fatigue ; they may also be
raised by certain chemical vaccines now prepared. These powers
should be vigorous and active in ordinary general health.

TonsiLs AND ADENOIDS: “ The normal tissues about the
surface of the nasal and mouth cavities are chiefly exposed to
noxious foreign elements, of which perhaps the most dangerous
are living organisms. In individuals of robust health the leucocytes
have such powers that conditions of chronic inflammation rarely
show, but in others of less vigorous constitution, or debilitated
by depressing surroundings, or such causes as want of food or
fatigue, chronic inflammatory conditions soon show themselves.
In the Islington schools about one-third of the children were noted
by Mr. Cecil Rowntree as having enlarged tonsils or adenoids,
and in one-third of these (ten per cent. in all) to a pathological
extent, while about one-third of this last number (about three per
cent. of all) urgently required surgical treatment. In a careful
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examination of 1,500 children in Chelsea schools Mr. Macleod
Yearsley gave forty-four per cent. as having enlarged tonsils or
adenoids, and seven per cent. as requiring surgical treatment.

OpEN-AIR ScHooLs : ‘ At Birley House the children on admission
presented a miserable and uncared-for appearance, and as the
weather was cold and windy, and many of them were suffering
from common colds, it would be difficult to imagine a morewretched-
looking class. They came from very poor districts and most of
them were badly clothed and dirty. ey were poorly nourished,
had carious and defective teeth, and were an@mic. At an examina-
tion of candidates nominated by teachers for admission to these
schools almost every child seen is in a grave condition. Of the
eighty-six children first admitted fifty-two required dental treat-
ment, and discharging ears were present in six, defective vision
twelve, and for throat and nose defects seven were noted as requiring
immediate treatment.

ApaTHY OF PARENTS: " The chief difficulty in obtaining
treatment was the apathy of the parents, and several children
had to be told again and again before any attention was paid. As
the children come from parts scattered over South London it was
not easy for anyone to get actually in touch with the parents, and
still more difficult to get the parents to spend time and money in
coming to the school to be interviewed in regard to the provision
of treatment.

StaTisTics OF DISEASE: “ The children at Shooter’s Hill
were of a similar type, but possibly even more an@mic than the
children at Birley House. The conditions of the children admitted
were noted as 1 —

Tubercular disease of lungs .. 5
Doubtful tubercular pulmonar}r dlsease S5
Other lung and chest diseases s - Al
Otorrhoea T 15
Enlarged tonsils 14
Adenoids 10
Cardiac diseases 5
Diseases of the eyes .. 11
Enlarged glands (not nbvmus,]y tuhercule] - 13
Tubercular glands ... ats 4
Chorea . > 1
Curvature of spme 5
Torticollis 3 1
General malnutrition ., B § o 49

CosT oF TUBERGULDsrs e Dunng the ten years I have been
in charge of the medical supervision of London Elementary schools
a third of a million has been actually paid out for the education
of children who died of tuberculosis before they were out of their
‘teens, If the expense of cripple schools and of hospital and other
medical treatment is added, the cost of this disease in school
children in London in that time ran into a round million. During
the past decennium the London Education Authority has expended
over £30,000 annually for the education of children who have died
from tubercle before attaining adult working life.
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HEReDITY AND CoxpITIONS : * Whilst the residential school
of recovery would take the child out of its environment of darkness
or dirt, or even tubercular infection, and restore it to as healthy
a condition as possible, it cannot wipe out the results of a defective
heredity, or entirely prevent the recurrence of effects on a return
to the old environment. The causes of most of the debility and
ill-health seen among school children are the social conditions
arising from sweated land, bad housing and hopeless poverty.

IMPROVED CLEANLINESS: “° A complete report on the scheme
cannot be made until all the projected stations are working, as
until the scheme is complete, separate stations are so overworked
that the results in the individual schools are not satisfactory.
But the definite improvement in schools which are well situated
with regard to cleansing is more than can be expressed in figures
of children cleansed. The children come better clad, and where,
at the first glance almost, the nurses used to find all the garments
infested with vermin, they need now carefully to examine under-
garments to discover the conditions. Still, the reporis are that
there is so much work that the nurses attached to the centres
cannot fully cope with it.

HEART Disgasg: “ Dr. Cardale examined particularly over
500 necessitous children—by this, meaning children fed at school.
Of these 234 belonged to the Isle of Dogs, and 283 to the Homerton
district, and he states that 181 were free from defect, whilst 336
presented definite defects, slight temporary variations from
health being excluded ; 190 of the 336 defectives, or fifty-six per
cent., presented what he regards as definite valvular affection of
the heart, being about thirty-six per cent. of the necessitous children
examined. In one school in the Isle of Dogs, forty-two of the sixty
being fed presented heart affection, temporary hamic murmers
being excluded from the reckoning. . . . The explanation of the
frequency of heart disease given by Dr. Cardale is that a very large
number of these children are neglected, poorly clothed, and badly
shod ; that their homes are often draughty, cold and damp ; the
children run the streets at all hours of the evening and night
exposed to cold and wet, and frequently during bad weather they
sit in their wet clothes and boots. Attacks of acute and subacute
rheumatism are common, especially those insidious attacks, of the
subacute variety, which are regarded as ‘influenza colds, and
receive no treatment, but may leave valvular mischief.”—L.C.C.
Ed. Co. M. O. Report, 1911.

CRUELTY AND NEGLECT : “ During the year ended 31st March,
1911, 744 cases were reported to the National Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Children by the L.C.C., many for super-
vision and warning only, and the most flagrant for prosecution.
309 of these cases were relative to general neglect, fifty to failure
to provide food, and 154 medical treatment ; eighteen had reference
to assault, ill-treatment, or abandonment by parents. In thirty-
nine cases the conditions were considered sufficiently serious to
institute proceedings against the parents under section twelve of
the Act, and these proceedings resulted, in twenty-six cases, in

nts being imprisoned. In nine other cases, parents were
either fined, or bound over in varying sums to come up for judgment
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errand boys, newspaper boys, golf caddies, etc., and ultimately
become casual labourers. 3 [a} Drink, (b) The numbers are about
equal.

FarnHAM : 1. Very small, two per cent. 2. (a) Drink, (&)
Improvidence. 3. (a) Nmetypement (b) Five per cent.

Tue Rerorts by Head Teachers of six schools show, in re

to children at the respective schools, there are :—(a) Underfed or
illfed, 3%, wunder $%. 1%. 2%, 1;.’,, 2%, wrongly fed, 69;;
l:a] I]].Clﬂ.ﬁ, 1{)%, 4c.lr"lﬂr E'no‘;ﬂr ?I"Ela 4}{'! E."’IIDI and {L‘] Dl.['t}f or Ver-
minous, 1%, rare 1%, 5%, 4%, 3%. No information could be
given as to what proportion of parents of such children were
abstainers ; in two schools the proportions of temperate and in-
temperate drinkers respectively were given as sixty per cent. and
ten per cent., and sixty per cent. and forty per cent.

THE CHILDREN AcT: In repl; to the question whether con-
ditions had improved since the application of the Act, the same
six teachers replied yes, and in regard to what particular, and to
what extent, gave unanimously : More attention to cleanliness,
general health, and better feeding as the results.

Tae HaBiTs AND CHARACTER of parents of children earning
money in the streets while under sixteen years of age are given
by three head-teachers, as follows—(a) seventy per cent. hard-
working, twenty per cent. thriftless, ten per cent. intemperate ;
(b) Eight fatherless, four or five badly off, but most in fair to good
circumstances ; (¢) Seventy-five per cent. hardworking and boy
wishes to earn, twenty-five per cent. thriftless and intemperate.

RecogyiTioN oF DRINK Factor :(—“1 think it is possibly
due to the fact that by the Children's Court we have penetrated
more homes and there unveiled the skeleton of drunkenness which
has hitherto escaped notice, or has been glossed over by vague
descriptions of something wrong with the family.”"—Mr. Cecil
Chapman, Metrop. Police Cowrt Magistrate, 1912,

INFIRMARY EVIDENCE: “ Many of the children of drunken
parents who come into the Infirmary are admitted on account of
malnutrition and of diseases due to injury or neglect. In most
cases the diseases are not the result of any weakness directly
inherited from the parents as the result of their drunken habits,
but are the consequences of the poverty, the lack of proper foed and
care and actual physical ill-treatment, which results from the
parents’ inebriety. When both parents drink the infant is handi-
capped from the day of its birth by the fact that the mother is
unable to feed it naturally, or, if she does, the drinking habits
prevent her from feeding it regularly or impoverish her milk so
that the child does not obtain the nourishment necessary for its
growth. Such children suffer much from diarrheea and dyspeptic
conditions, are wasted and stunted in growth, and their constitution
is so enfeebled that they fall an easy prey to the ordinary infectious
diseases of childhood. In such cases these diseases are apt to
assume a much more serious aspect than in normally developed
children and the death-rate is distinctly higher.
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Case Recorps: ' The following are a few examples of the
children of drunken patients who have been in the Infirmary
recently :

Family D. Three of the children have been in the
Infirmary on several occasions. Both parents are habitual
drunkards. One child was brought suffering from whooping
cough. It was extremely ill, and very nearly died. If has
been in the Infirmary twice since, once for diarrheea, the
result of improper feeding, and once for a skin disease, the result
of dirt and vermin. A sister was admitted suffering from
whooping cough, with inflamed eyes aggravated by neglect.
This child showed very little resisting power and died from
the whooping cough. Another sister was admitted in a dirty
and verminous condition suffering from pneumonia, from
which it made a good recovery.

Family W. Five of these children were constantly in
and out of the Infirmary. Both parents were habitual
drunkards. Two of them suffered from inflamed eyes aggra-
vated by neglect, one from a skin disease, one irom diarrheea
and whooping cough, and one from diarrheea. Two of them
died, one from whooping cough and one from wasting. All
these children were badly nourished, dirty and neglected, and
most of the illnesses from which they suffered were the direct
result of parental neglect, due to alcohol.

Family T. Three of these children were also constantly
in and out of the Infirmary. The father was a hard drinker,
the mother a moderate drinker. They were debilitated
children whose constitutions had been undermined by neglect,
dirt and improper feeding. Ewen when taken from the parents
and placed under hygienic conditions they never completely
regained the ground they had lost, and they will probably
remain weakly throughout their lives.

Famgly H. Three children in the Infirmary—all weakly.
One showed signs of early phthisis, another suffered from a skin
disease the result of dirt. Father an habitual drunkard, the
mother also drinks to excess.

Family W. (2) Two children in the Infirmary—one
suffered from a discharge, the result of neglect, but was fairly
healthy. The other was a very small wasted baby, which
lingered for some time and died from malnutrition. Both
parents were habitual drunkards.

Family V. Four children in Infirmary—all poorly
developed and nourished. One suffered from diarrheea as the
result of careless feeding, another from skin disease, the result of
dirt, in such an advanced state owing to neglect that the child
was left badly scarred, another from measles which ran a very
severe course, owing to the child’s debilitated condition, and
the fourth from wasting, the direct result of improper feeding
and neglect. Both parents habitual drunkards—irequently
convicted for drunkenness and neglect of their children.”"—
Dr. C. Thackray Parsons, Medical Superintendent Fulham
Infirmary, May, 1913.
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CavsaTIiON OF DISEASE.—Dr. Badger, of Wolverhampton,
endeavoured to estimate the main factor in causation in 131 of the
cases of disease among school children, and the following table
expresses the opinion formed :—

(1) Influence or reaction of disease : 49
(2) Strong evidence of neglect, dirt, or drink as cause... 26
(3) Defective feeding due to ignorance or povert:.r i ey
(4) Overwork and insufficient sleeP - e 11
(5) Various .. 20

It would be mterestmg 1i f.he causes n::-f the n:hsease puvert}r,

overwork and insufficient sleep noted in these cases could have been
traced.

THE HABITS OF PARENTS AND THEIR INFLUENCE UPON
THEIR CHILDREN.

1. ““ Parents as a rule are careless and quite indifferent to
the bad habits being formed by the children, and in many cases
are only anxious to get them out of the way. This despite the fact
that some of these parents are only moderate drinkers. . . . These
parents are often utterly weak. They have no control over the
children, who are allowed to run the streets. In many cases they
learn to steal. Very often the sleeping accommodation is far too
limited, and cases of immorality are occasioned thereby."”"—Lady
Commissioner of Salvation Army.

2. *In the area where I am constantly working I find that

the child, owing to the slums and the poverty of parents, is in the

districts increasing in numbers in respect to bad mental and

physical conditions. Our Physically Defective and Mentally
Defective Schools are more than full.

3. " Drink, especially among women, seems to be on the
increase, and usually accounts for the unhappy bodily state of the
child, especla]]}r in respect to bad boots and verminous bodies. No
lasting improvement has yet been noticed in a very poor school
since feeding the children. At present the drunken parents are
having too much done for them."”"—Lady Visifor ai Clapton.

This lady’s opinion is apparently not indorsed by a well-known
Poor Law Guardian of Oxford, who states :—

4. “Ihave no doubt the Act for feeding hungry children has
done good—when the children are fed ; but there seems to be in
many places great reluctance to put it into operation for fear of
‘ demoralizing * the poor. I think it is far more demoralizing to
the Nation, as a whole, to permit children to be half-starved amid
abundance of riches. The Scotch Guardians often give dinner
tickets to children.”—Theodore Dodd, M.A., J.P.

5. “ The habits of some children when brought into school
are rough, and show that they have had little home training. Some
look cowed and frightened, and appear to have a great fear of being
beaten when first brought in. Others, especially amongst the
younger ones, have a sﬂlg.n half-drunken expression. A keen sense
of humour is lacking in a good many cases. Some are naturally
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2. "1t is a significant and striking fact, made evident by the
careful inquiry of the Society’s Inspectors, that the growth of the
drink habit in a parent is marked by a corresponding decline of
proper parental instinct ; ordinarily kind-hearted people become
callous ; habits of decency are forgotten, and cruelty sits in the
place of love on the domestic hearth.

3. " Incredible as it may appear to those in whom the love
of children is inbred as one of Nature's best gifts, the development
of the selfish indulgence of drinking is accompanied by a growing
indifference to the commonest needs of even the smallest children.

4. “ The idea prevalent in some circles that neglect of and
cruelty to children is mainly due to the poverty of parents is not
borne out by facts. Inability to provide the necessaries of life does
not kill affection as the habit of drinking does, and though it is
true that here and there children suffer through their parents’
lack of means, such parents often go without the things they them-
selves need in order to supply the requirements of their little ones.

5. ‘"It would be impossible to attempt to describe the con-
ditions of things where children are neglected through drink.
Think, if you will, of men and women who are so lost to the sense of
true parenthood that their homes are of indescribable filth, their
children are puny, emaciated little things, scarcely human, rarely
washed, improperly fed, miserable units floating on the sea of
humanity, early entrants on the lists of infantile mortality tables.
Or, if they do not get that last stroke of fortune—you will be
astonished, perhaps, that I say fortune—then they step out quite
unprepared into a world unwilling to receive them, to take their
places in the ranks of the feeble-minded, the blind, the criminal,
or the mentally diseased.

6. ‘ Here are two illustrations of neglect :—

“Case 1.—B. is a woman with a thirteen-months-old baby,
whose wasted limbs and insufficient clothing speak of cruel neglect.
There is no food or fire in the room. Bed is saturated. Given
ticket to get milk ; the woman tore it up and said the child should
starve. All her money is spent in drink, and when drunk she is
like a lunatic. This woman has been drinking for five years, and
has spent three years in an Inebriate Reformatory.

" Case 2.—G. is a labourer, aged thirty-eight ; his wife, aged
thirty-seven. There are five children. The woman was con-
tinuously drunk. The only furniture downstairs is a table and a
box. The bedding is rotten and sodden ; the children filthy and
verminous. In the street, as late as eleven at night, was a boy,
drenched to the skin, hawking papers. A girl suffered from
ophthalmia. The mother has been drinking for six years.

7. ‘““Here is an example of Active Cruelty :—Y., a man of
thirty, entered his house to sleep off the effects of a debauch. He
had one little girl, and she unintentionally aroused him. She was
unmercifully beaten with a stick on her back and arms, and when
she screamed her father took a knife and threatened her. Falling
to the ground, the child was unprotected and the father jumped
on her. The doctor who afterwards examined her said there was not

[+]
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an inch of her body free from the bruises caused by this drunken
man. Let us take another typical illustration. An inguest held
on a girl of seven years shows that she died from burns received
while with a woman of drunken habits. This woman had been the
mother of twenty children, fifteen of whom had died."—Kobert J.
Parr, Director of the National Soctely for the Prevention of C

to Chaldren.

8. Dr. Tredgold, giving evidence before the Royal Commission
on the Feeble-Minded, says : * These three forms of marked heredity,
viz., nervous abnormality, alcoholism and consumption, are the
chief factors in the causation of mental defect ”’ (Evidence, Vol. L,
page 397). Dr. Tredgold is physician to the Littleton Home for
Defective Children, and investigated with the utmost care the
family history in 150 cases of mental defect. He found that in
forty-six and half per cent. of these—in nearly half—there was very
strongly marked alcoholism in the family, in most cases combined
with “ neuropathic inheritance.” In the London schools for
feeble-minded there were traces of a history of parental drunkenness
of forty-two per cent., in Birmingham, of forty-one per cent., in 1907.

9. ‘“The atmosphere of filth in which some children live is
disgusting to a degree, and is due to mothers spending in drink what
they ought to spend in soap.”"—Mr. Paul Taylor, at Marylebone ;
Datly News, Aug., 1912.

10. * Something should be done to prevent the children being
left outside the public-houses while their parents are drinking
within. In the East End of London, Monday especially, is the day
when most of this crying evil is to be seen. The family i
have not yet been spent, and Monday is often a sort of holiday
amongst this class of people, the children not only getting a love
for the public-house by the light, and, to them, tempting brightness,
but in the cold weather they are very liable to get harm from being
ill-clad and underfed.”"—Lady Commissioner, Salvation Army.

THE EVILS OF STREET TRADING BY BOYS AND GIRLS
AND THE CAUSES FORCING CHILDREN INTO THE
STREETS.

A Departmental Committee to inquire into the working of the
Street Trading Act, 1903, was appointed by the Government in
1909, and the following excerpts are from the voluminous evidence
taken, and published in the Blue Book.

“1604. There are the children of drunken and idle and
criminal parents, who are compelled to provide for themselves be-
cause their parents do not provide for them. There are the crippled
children who cannot work at all. There are the unemployable
children, the degenerates, with no physical strength or capacity for
work. There are the orphans, and those whose parents have
deserted them. That is the class of children which I should call
the compulsory class."—Rev. S P. H. Statham, Chaplasn, Park-
hurst Convict Prison.
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“2026. 1 think I have heard worse language by young girls
than T have heard from most men. Unfortunately this is the
worst part of the town. You will find these same little girls of
fourteen to seventeen years of age behaving there at night in a very
improper manner indeed. Nine of these girls are practically girl
prostitutes of the lowest class. I have not picked them out as
being of the worst class, because they are simply all bad. I do not
think it would be possible for the girls to be innocent in that part of
the town, and engaged in such a trade By allowing them to
remain you are simply manufacturing girls of this type.

““2037. Apparently No. 2 is a girl of fourteen years of age,
and she, too, has left school »—Yes. In that case both the parents
drink heavily and the father never does any more work than
selling a few flowers. 2040. In the case of No. 2 there is no
pressure causing the girl to go into the street ?—No. 1 think there
is quite two pounds a week coming into the family, and they have
not more than two or three pieces of furniture in the house. The
sleep on the floor or where they can.”—Miss O. Hargreaves, Sheffield.

*2974. In the centre of the city they come from worse homes,
and in many cases the parents benefit from the earnings. 2976.
What would be the occupation of the father 7—He might be a
porter, or something like that ; and in many cases he does not work
at all, but simply picks up what he can. 2977. In those cases
would the earnings of the child be often necessary for the support of
the family ?—Well, of course, they would in a way, as they think.
Very often parents are very drunken parents. 2978. Are there
two classes of cases, the first in which the parent is a drunkard
and sends out his children to earn money, and the other where the
child has to go on the streets in order to keep the family going ?—
Yes. I should say that in a great many cases in the centre of the
city the money c{oes not go to the best purposes, although the
parents get it, because they are generally drunken and do not take
much interest in their children.”"—Mr. Robert Peacock, Chief
Constable of Manchester.

“4287. Did your inspector inquire into individual cases ?
He made full inquiry into the home life of each boy. No. 1 was
a boy aged eleven years, and the son of a fish hawker, who was
earning a considerable income, but who was of drunken habits;
No. 2 was a boy aged twelve years, and the son of a drunken mason ;
No. 3 was a boy of thirteen, and who was the son of a cabman,
whose wife kept lodgers, and between them they made a good
income, but both were addicted to drink ; No. 4 was a boy aged
twelve years, and the son of an engineer, also in receipt of good
wages ; No. 5 was a boy eleven years of age and the son of a mnaster
coach-builder, who, with his wife, were bith addicted to drink;
No. 6 was a boy aged twelve years, and was of a family of six who
were all illegitimate, and the mother was frequently warned for
neglect ; No. 7 was a boy aged twelve years, and was the son of a
mason in receipt of good wages, and several members of his family
were working, but the father was drunken ; Nos. 8 and 9 were aged
twelve and ten respectively, and were sons of a miner in receipt of
good wages, but of drunken habits, and he had been convicted and
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little boys and girls out to trade on the streets, and their earnings
are often spent in drink. The child is afraid to go home without
baving earned something. There is no doubt that that does exist.”
—Myr. H. McCarthy, Secretary, School Atlendance Commitiee of
Dublin, and Chief School Attendance Officer.

“6,603. Did you generally find that the parents were
drunken ?—Yes. I give you that information in one of the columns
in that document. 6,604. You appear to have found that in eight
cases out of the twenty cases that the parents were drunken, and
then in a number of other cases you use the term * bad ? '—Yes,
which includes drunken and immoral surroundings. 6,605. Does
it come to this, that in a great majority of these cases the parents
were bad ?—Yes, undoubtedly.

“6,622. Have you any other report >—Yes. The inspector
in this case says: ‘I beg to report that at 10.45 on Saturday
night, the 4th inst., I found a child named G.C., aged twelve years,
selling newspapers in Bridge End. He is licensed, but was not
wearing his badge. The child was very badly clad. He was
shivering with cold, and presented a miserable appearance. He
had boots on. The night was dry, but bitterly cold. The mother
is dead. The father is a seafaring man, stated to be seldom at
home. He sends home about twenty-three shillings a week towards
the children’s support. The children are in charge of their grand-
mother. It is said that she drinks, and spends some of the earnings
on drink. A lodger, who is an uncle of the children, gives ten
shillings a week into the house. I visited the house, and found four
other children there, ranging in age from six to fifteen years. The
house and surroundings presented a squalid appearance. The
grandmother bears the name of a wicked, drunken woman.”

“6,623. The third report by the same inspector is as follows :
‘1 beg to report that at 10.45 on Saturday night, 6th inst,, I
found a c,hﬂcﬂ:;amed R.M., aged thirteen years, selling newspapers
in Bridge End. He was licensed and was wearing his badge.
The child was very badly clad, but had boots on. He was shivering
with cold, and presented a miserable appearance. The night was
dry, but very cold. The father is a rigger, stated to be in constant
employment, making thirty shillings a week. One of the children
is employed in the rope works at nine shillings a week. I visited
their home and found that they had nine children altogether. All
the children were ragged and neglected-looking. The house and
surroundings presented a squalid appearance. It is stated that both
parents drink, and that most of the earnings are spent on drink."—
Mr. William Rodden, Executive Officer for Ireland, N.S.P.C.C.

This evidence conclusively proves the indictment brought
against alcohol by the Temperance Reformer, and shows drinking to
be the most serious factor in producing the deplorable condition of
many thousands of helpless and innocent children. The only other
point I desire to emphasize is that the larger part of child-suffering
1s caused not through poverty or lack of means on the part of the
parents, but through a wrongful and mischievous use of means,
which if properly spent, would produce comfort and health. There
are other proofs of the same condition of things in regard to some
other phases of the evil.
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amounting almost to disappearance, of the a ticeship system,
but a shfin]-:age of the Eccupatinns in whigﬁys malil,r, Yunder
appropriate supervision, be trained physically and mentally to
become competent workers.

5. “A large number of typical returns, both for counties
and towns, for 1911, indicate, however, that it may be said that
from thirty to forty per cent. of the leaving girls suffer from unclean
heads (pediculosis capifas), about ten per cent. of all leaving boys
and girls have a serious defect in vision, not less than one per cent.
have tuberculosis recognizable by clinical methods, about forty per
cent. suffer from extensive and injurious decay of the teeth (speaking
generally only twenty per cent. have sound teeth), about three per
cent. are returned as deaf, and from one to two per cent. suffer from
some form of heart disease.

6. " Recent inquiries have furnished abundant evidence of
the fact that numbers of children employed for the first time after
leaving school break down physically from heart trouble, tuber-
culosis, nervous conditions, and general debility. Many others are
handicapped by defective vision, or are debarred from employment
by being undersized or lacking in general strength. Deafness,
mental dulness or deficiency, stammering and lameness are frequent
causes of rejection or early dismissal ; and to this already formid-
able category must be added uncleanliness, slovenliness, and general
‘ sloppiness.’

~7. "It is estimated that some 450,000 children annually pass
out of the State schools at or about the age of fourteen. The
number of children who pass out every year as possessors of a
labour certificate is upwards of 211,000; the number of ‘half-
timers ’ is estimated at any one time to be about 35,000 ; and the
number of school children employed out of school hours is probably
not less than 200,000."”"—Rep. of Chief Medical Officer of Board of
Education, 1911.

8. * Areturn prepared by the London County Council showed
that for the children who left school during the educational year
1906-7, 679 per cent. of the boys, and 387 per cent. of the girls
were occupied in ‘unskilled ' employment. A similar return for
the following year (1907-8) gave 61-0 per cent. and 34-1 respectively.
In this return, which deals only with the first form of occupation
and not the ultimate employment, there does not seem to have
been any uniformity in determining whether an occupation was
skilled or unskilled.”—Minutes of the L.C.C. proceedings, November,
1909, pp. 912-26,

9. Dr. Cooper Pattin, of Norwich, reports that 662 boys
leaving school the percentage passing to skilled employment was
twenty-nine from * better class "’ schools, twenty-one from " mixed
class "' schools, and eleven from ** poorer class " schools.

10. “ We have considerably more drinking among youths and
maidens than formerly, especially among the latter. There is so
little discipline in the homes, the girls are out in the streets of a
night much oftener and later. Mending, patching, knitting has
diminished, and there is less ‘ modesty.’ "—Rep. of Commissioner of
Salvation Army.
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11. “ The general opinion of those well qualified to judge is
that in the factories and warehouses of Nottingham there is to-day
a far higher tone than existed thirty or forty years ago. The
overlookers are, as a rule, exercising a more salutary influence upon
the girls in the rooms over which they have control. The over-
lookers are of a superior type to a past generation and will not
tolerate the moral laxity of former days. For the sake of her
position a girl has to be more careful of her conduct. A large pro-
portion also are connected with Bible Classes or have only just
ceased to attend them, so that is a restraining factor.

12, “The open drinking for lunch and dinner, formerly
common, is not allowed in many factories. Despite the utmost
vigilance of the overlookers it still comes in, but in less quantities.
It is an illicit practice in most factories exceptfor birthday or wedding
celebrations. These celebrations are permitted, but lead to
mischief in many cases, for thus a love of alcohol is contracted.
Few girls refuse to take part in these birthday parties, so few are
total abstainers.

13. * On holidays—such as visit of a football team—crowds
of young girls go into public-houses to drink with their friends.
Apparently many are visitors, but our Nottingham girls thus get
familiar with the inside of a public-house.

14. “ The morality and sobriety of our girls are certainly
better and compare, I should say, favourably with, say, the
Potteries. I do not know one girl who is an abstainer who gives
me anxiety on the score of her morals. The Christian teetotal
girls are an elevating influence in our warehouses and factories, and
are not afraid to let their convictions be known. They, too, are
the girls who earn most money, because the overlooker knows
they can be relied on.

15. “ Amongst girls in Nottingham there is little * Blind Alley *
employment. Girls go into the factories first as errand girls and
then are drafted on according to suitability to become machinists,
finishers or hosiery workers. They can and do earn more money
than youths of their age—oftentimes as much again."—Miss Edith
Banbury, Nottingham.

16. “ Factory life is most disastrous for the girls, inasmuch
as they get linked up with boys with whom they attend music
halls and other places, and the free life, bereft of any restraint,
leads often to evil results. The want of morality is not, however,
due to the factory; the girls are as pure there as in the shops.
Although the caste system prevails and the factory girl is looked
down upon. Occasionally a foreman gets too free, and it leads to
undue intimacy, but it is not general. I speak from inside know-
ledge here.

17. * There is less drinking in our local mills. Footings are
not so prevalent and managers will not allow drink to be brought
inside the gates. I have seen a lot of this in years gone by, but
there is little of it to-day. I have not noticed that any particular
kind of employment has any effect on drinking except this: I
should say the card-room women in a mill drink more than weavers.
I don’t want to infer or say that card-room workers are of a lower
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type, but still a larger proportion are Irish and Roman Catholics,
and the priests, generally speaking, seem asleep on the liquor ques-
tion. So they do not give their flock much admonition. The
Redemptionist Fathers come once a year to conduct Missions, and
these Priests are usually red-hot on the drink evil—but the others ?
—W. E. Moss, Lees Hall, Blackburn.

18. Miss Garnett, from a women’s settlement in the
Potteries : I think drink among girls is due to the drink clubs.
They are called ‘footings ' in some places, but in the Potteries
I think they are called * drink clubs.” They are in almost every
workshop. They are supposed to contribute something. Then
they have a sort.of jollification. T think that is how the young girls
learn to drink.” She adds * that amongst girls employed in
factories there is a great deal of secret drinking. During the last
year I have seen young girls of sixteen or seventeen drunk at
midday in the streets in the dinner hour."—FEwid. before Committee
on Physical Deterioration, 1904,

19. " In York there is much public-house drinking by girls.
This does not often lead to actual drunkenness, but unfortunately
there can be no doubt that many girls spend their evenings in public-
houses with a view to meeting men for immoral purposes. The
police inform me that there are not more than a score or so of
women in York who depend upon prostitution as a sole means of
livelihood, but there is, nevertheless, much immorality in the city.”
—]J. Seebokm Rowntree, ** Poverty,” p. 313.

20. “ Drinking healths and other drinking customs and
the example of others are often great temptations to adolescents
and young men. It would be an immense gain if Clergy and other
Ministers and all teachers were to become total abstainers; and
health drinking in intoxicants should be given upin Universities and
at Colleges for training the Ministry. Drink should not be associated
with festivities, or festivities with drink.”"—Theodore Dodd, M .A.,
P.L.G., Oxford,

Three Headmasters of London County Council Schools state
that an average of thirty per cent. of boys leaving school go into
what are known as “ Blind Alley " occupations. Investigation
into the family history, or case-paper, of such lads discloses factors
in this condition of things which are more or less owing to drink.
Want of application and intelligence due toinherent effectsof parental
alcoholism and home environment frequently render the lads
incapable of consecutive and skilled work. Then, again, the lack
of money in the home consequent upon the drinking of one parent or
both, or upon the mother being a widow or worse, compels the lad
to look out for immediate resources rather than future prospects.
So the vicious circle of inefficiency is perpetuated, unless these lads
profit, as happily they often do, from their own experience.
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will be cheerless, poor and dirty. It is generally possible to decide
correctly the habits of the man and his wife from the state of the
home. Some homes where two to three pounds go in regularly
are poor because the husband or his wife spends a sovereign a week
on drink and gambling. Many men fall out of good positions solely
through their drinking habits. They are warned and warned,
and then dismissed.""—Sister Edith Banbury, Nottingham.

Iron WORKERS.

1. *“There is an improvement amongst all classes of men in
regard to drinking, locally. Iron workers are the hardest drinkers,
and I am told by rent collectors that it is more difficult to get rent
from iron workers than general labourers.” — W. E. Moss,
Blackburn.

2. "“There has been a considerable improvement in the
matter of sobriety during the last ten years, so far as the steel
trade is concerned, and, generally speaking, there is a more
intelligent class of workmen.

3. " In respect of the housing conditions, there is a good deal
of improvement in this direction, but this has partly been brought
about by the men themselves, in many cases building or purchasing
their own houses, and the Society has spent a matter of over
£40,000 in providing houses for its members with decent internal
accommodation. The effect of good housing accommodation is
undoubtedly an important factor in the habits of the workpeople,
and our experience is that the tendency invariably is te live up to the
better conditions, and the improved housing accommodation and
better surroundings give encouragement to a general improvement
in habits and conduct.""—Sec. of British Steel Smelters, Iron and
Tinplate Workers' Association.

4. " The following statement is of the time lost by riveters
in our Wallsend Shipyard out of fifty-four hours per week which
ought to be worked. You will see that the time lost by most of the
men is very excessive. A small part of lost time is due to bad
weather or to other causes beyond the men’s control, but most of
the men work under shelter and most of them are somewhat heavy
drinkers, and nearly the whole of the lost time is due directly or
indirectly to their drinking habits. For the weeks ending
April 16th, 23rd, 30th and May 7th, 1912, respectively, the average
time lost was :

By one hundred and two Riveters in West Yard, out of
fifty-four working hours, 18.6; 14.4; 17.6; and 19.2 hours.

By forty-nine Holders-up in West Yard, out of fifty-four
working hours, 22.1 ; 17.7 ; 19.9, and 21.1 hours.

By 156 Riveters in East and Middle Yards, out of fifty-
four working hours, none ; 11.3; 13.1; and 15.8 hours.

By fifty-one Holders-up in East and Middle Yards, out of
fifty-four working hours, 12.2; 16.6; 17.2; and 19.2 hours.—
Managwng Director, Wallsend Shipyard.

5. " Two hundred pounds per annum—Four pounds a week—
just an ordinary wage for a skilled mechanic. During the strike
it was nothing exceptional for a miner to run up a bill for fifteen
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twenty-five shillings ; thirty per cent., one pound ; and twenty-
five per cent. under.

8. “ An ordinary outdoor workman of mine, one of a gang of
six, employed almost entirely at piecework, met with an accident
and put in a claim. He gave his earnings for each week of the year,
they averaged twenty-six shillings and fivepence ; the highest week
they were fifty-five shillings, and the lowest nineteen shillings.

4. " A man employed by me went with his wife for a week to
the seaside. He had been a drinker, but had become an abstainer
and member of the Wesleyan Church. He told me that before he
was an abstainer he never had money enough for a day’s trip.

5. " Another gang of six here, employed on special work,
whose total earnings are generally twelve pounds a week and over,
contains some men who are abstainers, some who are not, and one
who has a *drinking ' wife. The last is ragged, ill-fed and always
hard up. The drinkers belong to no clubs and have no provision
for rainy days. The abstainers are always well set up—their
homes comfortable and well furnished—they go away for a summer
holiday every year, to the seaside or to {riends in the country—
the others waste the holiday the firm allows them in odd days,
loafing about generally.

6. *‘ The conditions of sobriety are greatly improved—in my
father’s time we could not get any haymaking done without giving
beer. Beer was sent for whenever in the summer we were late
loading for market, and the potman with his string of cans was
quite a familiar object on the farm. I have never given beer since
I have had the management, nor do I allow any beer to be brought
upon the premises. What difficulty there was about it has now
quite gone. 1 have not seen a man come drunk to work for years—
at one time it was of frequent occurrence.—W. Lobjoit, J.P., Heston,
Mdx.

COLLIERS.

“ He knew of homes in the colliery districts where the father
and sons brought in five pounds a week, and the furniture in those
homes was not worth ten shillings. In some model villages baths
had been used for coals, and balustrades and doors for firewood.”’—
Mr. James Carr, of Chesterfield, Speech at Anwual Conference of
Guilds of Help, 1913.

STEVEDORES AND Dock LABOURERS.

1. “The majority of them are heavy drinkers. Much
annoyance and loss are caused by them leaving their work to get
liquor for themselves and others working on board ; this sometimes
happens even when near leaving-off time.

2. " Although receiving heavy wages they often ask us to
advance money off their earnings. Seventy per cent. of the men
earn about two pounds for about three days’ work (including
overtime) throughout the year, and sometimes having earned
that amount in three days we do not see anything more of them
for that week.
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level of sobriety, and there are only four licences of any kind to a
?htinn of 4,200, viz. : Two full licences ; one beerhouse : one
'li{:ﬁnﬂﬁ.

2. “ It is not easy to speak of any marked difference between
strictly moderate families and absolute abstainers, but the standard
of comfort and the condition of children in families where either
father or mother are given to drink is inevitably on a very decidedly
lower standard than others.

3. *“ The efficiency of work of the abstainers and abstemious
is always greater than that of the intemperate—partly because the
latter are apt to be irregular in attendance at work."—Director
of Shoe Manufacturing Co. in Somerselshire.

Tue INFLUENCE OF THE EMPLOYER.

The two foregoing testimonies are important in that they
show the potent influence of a good employer on the morale of the
worker. The evidence from laundry proprietors also shows that
when the employer takes a human and friendly interest in his people,
sets his face against drinking and loose conduct, and inculcates self-
respect, the workers respond and live up to that ethical standard
expected from them. Labour leaders also have great influence on
the lives and habits of their followers. One is not surprised to read
of the stevedores and dock labourers being hard drinkers when
one reads the description of the speech by the stevedore leader
made during the Dock Strike, quoted from the Daily Telegraph of
July 19, 1912, as follows :

“Mr. J. A. (Stevedores’ Union) declared that they had
been fooled by the Government all through. This Government
sent soldiers to Tilbury and Grays, the world-famous Dublin
Fusiliers, who, instead of shooting the strikers, shook hands
with them as fellow countrymen. An officious police
sergeant, presumably from Birmingham, ordered the strikers
off the platform at the station, but the sergeant of the troops
told him he was in charge and ordered him to leave. Then
the troopers collected twelve shillings for the strikers, which
was very soon converted into thirty-six pots of beer.”

At the time that speech was made money was being collected
to buy bread for the starving wives and children of the strikers.
The two following statements from American Labour leaders
contain much sounder teaching. It must also be remembered
that the larger number of the Labour leaders in this country, and
in Parliament, are abstainers, and many of them became equipped
for public life by their work in the Temperance Movement.

Mr. H. G. Creel, President of the Associated Labour Press,
of Chicago, some time ago wrote the following : * Drink and drink-
ing have lost prestige with organized labour. Trades unionism
has set its seal of eternal disapproval on intoxicating liquors as a
beverage, and though the reform be slow, the time is surely coming
when the holder of a union card must be a man free from the
demoralizing and degrading habit of drink.”

Mr. John F. Cuneen says: ‘‘ Labour unions engage halls,
distribute literature, go to considerable expense for the discussion
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of economics, but at such gatherings there is one phase of the
economic question upon which silence is maintained, and that is
the liquor question. This question ought to be the foremost in
discussion as to how to solve it rightly. It will do the labour unions
little good if they fight to increase the working-man’s wages if
the working man turns over to the liquor traffic the increased
wage he receives.”"—The Pioneer (Canadian), December 27th, 1912.

FEMALE LAROUR.

1. * Scores of women could stay at home from the mill if they
liked ; they prefer mill work to house work, which they describeas
““dree.” In many cases, undoubtedly, the wife going to work
makes a man careless and slack ; he knows his wife can make both
ends meet somehow, why should he trouble ?

2. "In relation to women’s wages, the Unions see to one
price being paid in daywork, and in the textile trade of weaving
where it 1s all Eiecewurk, the women earn as much as, if not more
than, the men.”—W. E. Moss, Lees Hall, Blackburn.

3. " Married women are not employed so extensively in the
Nhuitegngham factories as formerly. Their employment at all being
c :

i (@) Through low wages paid to the husband being

insufficient to maintain the home. Many men engaged on

the railway, by the corporation as sewage men, on sanitary
work, as sweepers, carters, stable men, etc., get from fifteen to
twenty-five shillings per week.

(b) Through the death or ill-health of the husband.

(¢) Through the drinking habits of the husband, either
in bouts, or steady constant drinking. The husband in many
such cases gives his wife fifteen to eighteen shillings per week,
and spending ten shillings to one pound per week himself.

(d) Through the betting of the husband.

(¢) Through the home seeming intolerably dull, after years
spent in the bustle of factory life ; so the wife still goes out to
work that she may have so much to spend on pleasure. In
such cases the wife receives the husband’s allowance for house-
keeping and keeps her own money to dispose of as she likes.
Sometimes it is saved for a rainy day, often spent on the
moment'’s whim or a holiday.

4. " The result of experience makes one conclude that the
causes of married women going out to work might be thus divided :
(@) Low wages to husband thirty-five per cent.; (&) Ill-health,
twenty per cent.; (¢) Drinking of husband, thirty per cent.;
(d) Betting, ten per cent. ; and () Craving for excitement, five per
cent.

5. ' Few unmarried girls in Nottingham are on the labour
market, I should imagine, as a result of the drinking of parents—
but three-quarters of the married women are directly or indirectly,
as the low wages and sickness of the husband are the results of
drink. Sometimes he is unfit because physically and mentally
neglected by his drinking parents when he was a child. Some-
times he is unfit because of his own drinking habits.

b s il ol bl e e e
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6. " The married women injuriously affect the standard of

paid to women because they are willing to work for less

rather than not get work at all. Especially has this been true in

the homework, of which there has been a at deal in Nottingham.

Many women who do work at home wﬂfre ork under the market

price if they know they can receive the money as soon as the work
1s done. Then it goes at once in beer or bread.

7. "“In a drinking home this homework is carried on under
incredibly shocking circumstances. I have seen a woman spotting
ladies’ veils in a tiny room where her husband was dying of con-
sumption, and where her four children were ill with blister-pox.
I have seen women doing lace-clipping in rooms reeking with
disease germs. [ have seen hosiery underwear being finished in
rooms where people were dying from malignant cancer. I find
many sad cases can be traced back to drink, even if the drinking
habit has ceased.

8. “ A period in a man or woman's life of excessive drinking
will cripple the home financially, or plant disease germs that
develop when poverty or slackness of work or other causes compels
the drink to be cut off. When a woman has been married a year
or two seems to be the critical time. Then too often the drink
habit will commence. This is made so terribly easy by the beer off-
licence and the grocer’s licence. The stream of women about
10.30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 9 p.m. to the off-licence beer-store causes
such a rush {}F trade that nftentunes there is a little queue waiting
to be served. These beer off-licences are a greater menace to our
women than the public-houses.

9. * Iam confident drinking at home is on the increase amongst
our women. The men here are great on allotment gardens, and
uce fine flowers and vegetables. This is a counter-attraction
tn::- the public-house and gives the men a healthy occupation. Itisa
re for excitement that sends many to the public-house. There are
hght company and argument. Places of amusement free Imm
drink, club rooms free from gambling are needed more and more.’
Sister Edith Banbury, Nottingham.

10. According to the Census Returns of 1911 for England
and Wales, over 680,000 married women, excluding widows, are in
regular employment. This fact, added to the other that there are
no less that 146,000 children under fourteen years of age, including
“ half-timers,"” earning their living, reflects most discreditably upon
the husbands and fathers—who for the most part are drinkers.

LAUNDRY WORKERS AND SOBRIETY.

CAUsSES oF MARRIED WOMEN BEING IN LABOUR MARKET.

1. 1 should think there are about fifty per cent. of married
women in my laundry, and about twenty per cent. of them have to
work to keep either a lazy or drunken husband, sometimes both,
very often the fault of the women for not making her husband
provide for her when they were first married. I have known young
girls marry respectable, hard-working men, and instead of giving up
their own work and making their husband keep them, they have
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work. (¢) As the family increases women have to supplement the
husband’'s wages. (Personally I think they would be better off
if they stayed at home and kept house properly.) (d) Husbands
sometimes expect their wives to support them, either partly or
entirely. (¢) When the children are all of school age the mothers
return to work when not always absolutely compelled to do so.”
Says one employer : *‘ I never allow the husbands to interfere—many
are brutes enough to rob their wives of their earnings.”

8. “In this district practically all laundry workers are sober.
Any not so are soon discharged. There has been some improvement
in recent years ? Formerly washers were engaged at a daily wage
and beer. One-fourth to one-third are married, mostly hand
ironers, the proportions being among (a) Shirt and collar machinists
and calender hands, five to ten per cent. ; (b) Hand ironers, eighty
per cent. ; and (¢) Packers and sorters, five or six per cent. The
causes that have forced such workers to become wage earners are :
some are widows; some have husbands unable or unwilling to
work ; and some work till the family comes along. Any cause
that prevents the husband earning a fair wage, say, twenty-three to
thirty shillings a week, induces the wife to ‘lend a hand.” One of
the chief causes (thaugh far from the only one) of their inability
to obtain regular paying work is drink."”

9. “ Conditions in regard to sobriety have greatly improved
during the last ten years; beer allowances are practically abolished
except in a small number of the old-fashioned laundries. A very
small proportion of the shirt and collar machinists and calender
hands are married women ; but probably fifty per cent. of the
hand ironers are, and the packers and sorters are married. The
causes of married women being at work are mainly husbands'
laziness or drinking habits. As husbands are mainly drawn from
the working classes a genuine shortage of employment is also an
important cause, and a small proportion of married women become
ironers to augment the husband’s wage, which is usually compara-
tively small.

10. * Laundry workers are much better than they used to be ;
there are not many total abstainers, but they are a fairly sober lot.
No intoxicants are allowed in any of the laundries with which I am
connected excepting at wedding celebrations. There is a decided
improvement in recent years. I should reckon about twenty-five
per cent. of those employed are married women, and the causes of
their being at work are : Widowhood, bad and lazy husbands, often
addicted to drink. Some like the work and return after marriage,
and so help the home finances and enjoy greater independence.” —

Essex Employer.

11. The present condition of laundry workers in regard to
sobriety is much better ; there has been very much improvement
in recent years ? At one laundry the owners were obliged to
fetch their women out of the public-houses years ago, but they never
need to do so now. At one laundry the proportion of married
women was about half, but at others there were more girls than
women. The causes which force such women to become wage
earners are drink, insufficient wages of the husband, widowhood, and
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SypHILIS : “‘ I make it a rule of asking every man who presents
himself, who is infected with syphilis, as to what condition he was in
at the time when he ran the risk of cat{:hing it. I have been
astonished at the number who were under the influence of alcohol
at the time. It is certainly over seventy-five per cent. Thatisa
fact of very great importance, seeing that syphilis itself is such a very
strong factor in producing deterioration. A person who is actually
affected by alcohol is in a state of lowered resistance to almost any
virus, particularly syphilis.”—W. McAdam Eccles, M.S.

Purmisis: “ Cases of phthisis in asylums occur to a great
extent from among those patients suffering from the varieties of
alcoholic insanity, such as forms of melancholia and dementia. Of
the male deaths from phthisis at Claybury in 1903, forty-four per
cent. were from drink cases; of the females thirty-three per cent.
were drink cases ; and in the total cases of phthisis deaths there was
an heredity of drink.”"—Robert Jones, M.D.

PyEuMoONIA: ““ So far as enteric fever and pneumonia are
concerned, it is a well-known fact that both of these diseases in
alcoholics tend to very greatly run a fatal course.”—W. McAdam
Eccles, M.S.

Cancer : " The experience of the United Kingdom Temperance
and General Provident Institution is that death from cancer is more
than twice as frequent among the non-abstaining section of their
policy-holders than it is among the abstaining section. Cancer
is twice as frequent among brewers and London publicans as among
clergymen. My experience of this disease enables me to tell you it
is more rapid and more distressing among those who take alcohol,
and that free consumption of alcohol adds greatly to the rapidity and
severity of the disease.""—Sir A. Pearce Gould, K.C.V.0., F.R.C.S.

ALCOHOL AND DisEAsSE: “ In adult life alcohol accounts for
even more disease than the ubiquitous tubercle bacillus, for it is
often the forerunner of tubercle. The death-rate for consumption
is higher in public-house servants than in any other class on earth.
Alcohol is also frequently the forerunner, not only of tubercle, but
of well-nigh all cirrhosis of the liver and neuritis, of half the insanity
and cerebral disease, and much dyspepsia, pneumonia and accident.
These facts are writ largely in the ledger of the doctor who under-
writes the insurance risk, just as plainly as they are writ in the
ledgers of the insurance companies, who allow a substantial rebate
off the premiums, as well as special bonuses to total abstainers.”—
E.W. Lowry, MR.C.5.,L.R.C.P., F.R.G.S.

PrysicAL DETERIORATION : ' Both Mr. Eccles and Dr. Jones
testified to the vulnerability of alcoholic persons to syphilis and
tuberculosis, and to their general liability to all forms of what in
common parlance are called inflammatory disorders ; such persons
also suffer much longer from the effects of any malady, thus in-
volving their dependents in prolonged privation . . . As the
result of the evidence laid before them, the Committee are con-
vinced that the abuse of alcoholic stimulants is a most potent and
deadly agent of physical deterioration.”—Report of Interdepari-
mental Commitice, 1904.
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sentenced criminals had been drinking just before the crime. A
third inquiry gave drink as a factor in fifty per cent. of similar cases,
and a fourth investigation resulted in showing only twenty-four per
cent. of the men sober at the time of the crime, and seventy-six per
cent. more or less under the influence of alcohol.”—Lé.-Col. 4. B.
McHardy, C.B., Edinburgh.

17. “ The total number of persons disposed of in Scottish
Criminal Courts for crimes and offences in the year 1911 was
155,537, an increase of 3'5 per cent. on the total number for the
previous year. The increase, vz., 5,207 persons, is largely due to
the number proceeded against for breaches of the peace and for
drunkenness. It is doubtless owing to the increased industrial
prosperity providing earnings to be misspent in the purchase of
intoxicating liquors by a section of the population. Increases are
noticed in malicious mischief, which is usually of a comparatively
trifling nature, amounting to six per cent., and in assaults by
husbands on wives, a crime influenced, no doubt, by drink, where the
increase reaches nearly fourteen per cent.”— Judictal Stafistics, 1911.

18. Table of crimes and offences : Total number convicted.
Males. Females, Total.

Drunkenness, and drunk and incapahla 14,850 6,977 21,827
Drunk and disorderly i 4,480 1,894 5,874
Drunk in charge of a chlld. &c. 649 479 1,121
Drunk, or drmﬁng in a shebeen 28 8 86
Disorderly on licensed premises, or raﬁlsing
to quit g 146 11 157
Eel]m rink to h.l.blt'l:la.l drunh:a.rds &{: b 9 b 14
?dnn!r to children St i B 16 23
Fa.lsaly claiming to be travellers 867 5 862
Assaults by husbands on wives 2,050 2,050
Cruel and unnatoral treatment of chjldren 252 184 436

Judicial Statistics of Scoiland for 1911,

19. " The Scottish Industrial Schools show an increase in
admissions during the year 1911, as compared with the year 1910,
thus :—Boys, 621, against 509 ; girls, 204, against 279 ; or a total
of 915 against 788. About one-tenth were committed on account of
their parents or guardians being of criminal or drunken habits.”—
Judicial Statistics, 1911.

20. * Half the total amount of crime is due directly, and an
additional quarter indirectly, to our drinking habits, and the exces-
sive opportunity for the creation, sustentation and growth of such
habits.”—Canon Horsley.

21.  Regarding the Notting Dale district of the Royal Borough
of Kensington, a Special Committee of Inquiry reported in 1912 that
“ The charges associated with drunkenness were in 1901, 206 men
and 262 women ; in 1906, 353 men and 425 women ; and in 1911,
506 men and 666 women. The district is notorious for its evil-doers,
overcrowding, vice, crime and drunkenness. Despite the poverty
of the people in that area as in the Latimer Road district of Hammer-
smith adjoining, public-houses and gin palaces flourish, and thus we
have 1,171 men and women charged with drunkenness and with

offences associated therewith in one year from a small area of one
London borough.
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27. * But Liverpool has a much wider experience than that of
the famous ten days of early closing. She can appeal to twenty
years' reform, and to a sweeping reduction of drinking facilities,
and her testimony is the universal testimony—the testimony of
America, of Sweden, of Ireland, and of Wales—that the fewer the
public-houses and the shorter the hours of opening the less drinking
and drunkenness, and the less poverty and crime. It is because
restriction means decreased consumption that ‘the Trade' is
opposed to reform, and is so feverishly anxious to discredit its own
power for mischief.""—The " Liverpool Daily Post' on Licensing
Statistics, 1912.

28. Sir Thomas Shann, Chairman of Manchester Licensing
Justices, reported to the Manchester Justices of the Licensing
Session of 1913 that the Justices, on visiting licensed premises
during mornings and afternoons, found in some of them a number of
women drinking ; in one house they counted fourteen women sitting
together and drinking. Compared with 1912 there had been an
increase of 1,347 in the apprehensions for being drunk and dis-
orderly.

Here, again, we have in Manchester, as in Liverpool and London,
an ominous increase of drunkenness in a period of booming trade
and plentiful employment. I propose to close this section with
some extracts from the

REPORT OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION ON DIVORCE.

% 302. “ It is the view of all the witnesses examined on this
point that the use of alcohol to excess is a source of misery of the
most serious character. Some of them place drunkenness as being
at the root of most of the trouble in married life.

f1303. "It seems probable from the evidence given before
us that habitual drunkenness produces as much, if not more, misery
for the sober partner and the children of a marriage, as any other
cause in the list of grave causes. Such inebriety carries with it loss
of interest in surroundings, loss of self-respect, neglect of duty,
personal uncleanliness, neglect of children, violence, delusions of
suspicion, a tendency to indecent behaviour, and a general state
wutéirch makes companionship impossible.”"—Majority Report, pp.
108-9.

f1744. “1 only wanted to get your view as to what you
think persistent cruelty is. But I say this, if we got rid of drink—
as I think one of the members of the Commission has said before—
the doors of the Divorce Court might almost be closed.”—Lord
Mersey, late President of Divorce Court.

1,954. “Q. : Do you find that drink is a very conducing
cause to all these troubles? A.: Ido,indeed. Ishould like to add,
in my eighteen years' experience, I think the drinking habits are
improving. There is not so much drink.”—Jokn Rose, Meiro-
politan Police Magisirate.

7.875. (.: We may take it that out of that 114 orders granted
for cruelty, in a large number the cruelty was practically while under
the influence of drink ? A. : Drink is almost invariably a factor. I
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6. ‘A leading municipal worker in Manchester who made
this matter a subject of special inquiry found that fifty-one per cent.
of the pauperism of his own city was directly the result of drink,
and much of the remaining forty-nine per cent. indirectly due to the
same cause. In Newcastle exhaustive investigation produced
a similar judgment. Evidence before the Poor Law Commission
told a sadder tale, and my own recent applications for information
on the subject received answers which may be summed up in the
words of a very cautious and very able Clerk to a London Board of
Guardians : * Inebriety is evidently the cause of a large percentage
of pauperism.”

7. *“ The woman often becomes worse and worse, adds immor-
ality to her drunken habits, is abandoned by the husband, and helps
to swell the ranks of the police-court inebriates. The man, when
the labour market is full of decent workmen, fails to get employ-
ment ; or he becomes idle and does not attempt to obtain it. He
consorts with others similar to himself, neglects to provide for his
family, becomes a mendicant tramp, and spends his existence in a
continuous alternation between prison and liberty. During the
prime years of his life he has to be kept in workhouse, prison, or
lunatic asylum, and his family preserved from starvation by Poor
Law relief ; during later years he is permanently in a workhouse asa
senile pauper.”—=Rev. H. Russell Wakefield (now Bishop of Birming-
hamy), in Report of 29th Annual Poor Law Conference, December, 1903.

8. ‘It was particularly noteworthy that in regard to the causes
of local poverty, it had been found from inquiries made in every
diocese throughout England that there was not a single case in
which drink was not mentioned.”—Dean of Norwich, 1909.

9. * The causes of children being inmates of a workhouse in
Kent are given by a member of the Board of Guardians as follows :—
Parents given to drink, twelve; deserted, six; fatherless, ten;
orphans, fifteen ; and illegitimates, eight.

10. “ From °‘ Poverty, a Study of Town Life,” by Mr. J.
Seebohm Rowntree, of York, there is some most wvaluable
evidence, which we quote with due appreciation. On p. 142, Mr.
Rowntree says: ‘ There can be but little doubt, however, that the
predominant factor (in poverty) is drink.’

11. *1I have been unable to form any close estimate of the
average sum spent weekly upon drink by working-class families in
York, but a careful estimate has been made by others of the average
sum expended weekly by working-class families throughout the
United Kingdom. This average is arrived at, in the first instance,
by dividing that portion of the yearly national drink bill which
competent authorities assign to the working classes by the number
of working-class families in England. This results in a figure of
6s. 10d. as the average weekly sum spent upon drink by each such
family.

12, " This estimate has been examined in great detail by
Messrs. Rowntree and Sherwell, who have tested the figure in a great
number of ways. The result of their investigation is summed up
as follows :—' That a large proportion of the working classes spend
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very much less than the amount suggested is certain, but it is equally
certain that a considerable number spend very much more, and when
all possible deductions have been made, it is doubtful if the average
family expenditure of the working classes upon intoxicants can be
reckoned at less than 6s. per week.’

13. " There is noreason to suppose that the average sum spent
upon drink by working-class families in York is lower than the
average for the United Kingdom. An expenditure of 6s. per family
upon drink would absorb more than one-sixth of the average total
family income of the working classes of York."—(pp. 142-3.)

14. * ‘Secondary’ poverty, it must not be forgotten, is often
the outcome of the adverse conditions under which too many of the
working classes live. Housed for the most parts in sordid streets,
treﬁ;uenﬂy under overcrowded and unhealthy conditions, com-
pelled very often to earn their bread by monotonous and laborious
work, and unable, partly through limited education and partly
through overtime and other causes of physical exhaustion, to
enjoy intellectual recreation, what wonder that many of these people
fall a ready prey to the publican and the bookmaker ?

15. “ The limited horizon of the mother has a serious effect
upon her children ; their home interests are narrow and unattractive,
and too often they grow up prepared to seek relief from the monotony
of their work and environment in the public-house, or in the excite-
ment of betting. In York there were over 13,000 living in secondary
poverty, that is those whose income is sufficient if some proportion
were not used in some either useful or wasteful expenditure.”—(pp.
144-5.)

16. “In a round of the public-houses which the writer made
one Saturday evening in May, 1901, the fact of their social attractive-
ness struck him very forcibly. It points to the need for the estab-
lishment on temperance lines of something equally attractive in
this respect.”—(p. 312.)

17. " Observations on a public-house (a dingy-locking place)
in a narrow street in the heart of district : In close proximity to it
is a working-men's club, where much drinking is indulged in, and
within five minutes' walk of it are thirteen other public-houses,
three of them within one hundred yards. The house was watched
on a Saturday in July, 1900, for seventeen consecutive hours.
Five hundred and fifty peisons enteied the house during the day
{six a.m. to eleven p.m., the first customer, however, entered at 7.40)
and were made up as follows :—258 men ; 179 women ; and 113
children ; total 550."—(p. 315.)

18. “ Observation on a public-house in a busy thoroughfare :
Close to a poor quarter, ard trade is chiefly amon,, the poor. There
are fifteen public-houses within five minutes’ walk of this one, and
of these four are within ¢ ne hundred yards of it. Total number of
persors entering on a Thursday in August, 1900, 423 ; total number
on a Saturday in August, 1900, 723."—(p. 321.)

19. Observations on a public-house in a broad thoroughfaie of
the wealthier residential district : Total number of persons entering
on a Thursday in July, 1900, 452; and on a Saturday in same
month, 683."—(p. 324.)
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6. “Sixty-two per cent. of inmates of homes for chronic
inebriates, ten per cent. of prisoners, and over thirty per cent. of
the inmates of rescue homes are feeble minded, and a considerable
section of the unemployed.”—Sir William Chance, at Poor Law
Conference, 1911.

7. “ Dr. Potts (Med. Investigator Royal Com. Feeble-minded)
found that eighteen feeble-minded women in the Birmingham
Workhouse had produced ninety-three illegitimate children; in
another workhouse he found that sixteen feeble-minded women had

duced one hundred and sixteen illegitimate children."—Mrs.
snsent, of Birmingham, at Poor Law Conference, 1910.

MEex 18y MunicipaL AND CommoN Lopcing Houses.

8 “ We have 708 men lodgers here at the moment ; and I
suppose 500 of these men are in regular daily employment. Num-
bers of them are Covent Garden porters, others men employed in
subordinate capacities in the journalistic world, others travellers
in a small way (patented articles and that sort of thing), then there
are distributers of bills and some few pedlars, as well as men I
should imagine who have occupied a lower position in life, men
without much education but shrewd enough to make their living, a
good many of whom spend a good proportion of their earnings on
drink. Of course, if a man is absolutely intoxicated, we do not admit
him, but we do get a number of men who have taken more than they
should, and as long as they preserve order we have to overlook it.
But there is, no doubt, a good deal of drinking amongst these
men.

9. " Then there are perhaps one hundred men who absolutely
live upon their fellow-creatures ; they live on the men who are in
work or upon their relatives, write begging letters, and have some
means of being able to pay their lodging without doing any work
themselves. If we find such men, we turn them out because they
are a nuisance.

10. “ Then we have envelope addressers and ticket writers,
whilst there are many here of a much higher class than the majority
of the residents. Sometimes people call here about them. For
instance, we have a man here who is supposed to be a Doctor of
Philosophy from Heidelberg University ; and I should say perhaps
one per cent. of these men are University men. They are supported
by relatives better off than themselves, and I should attribute their
fall to drink or similar sort of immorality. Relatives prefer to
make them some allowance to keep them off ; and they are generally
reduced to rather an immoral attitude towards their fellow-creatures,
considering it no harm to po their fellow-men.

11. “ These are the most difficult people we have to deal with,
always looking for faults, and because they have once been in that
better station of life imagine that they must be treated in a different
manner to the other residents, and that they should be entitled to a
great deal more respect than the hard-working, straight-forward
man. In nearly all these cases they drink a great deal; if they do
not drink, there may be some other private reason for their downfall
which I have not been able to diagnose. We had a medical man,






THE UNEMPLOYED AND THE UNEMPLOYABLE. 57

From an earlier analysis of 880 men who had been at the
Salvation Army Colony at Hadleigh, fifteen per cent. belonged to
professional and commercial classes ; twelve per cent. were skilled
mechanics. Among them were doctors, solicitors, schoolmasters,
teachers and travellers. The reason given by the men themselves
for their downfall in twenty-two per cent. of the cases was drink.
The Commissioner adds that a more particular classification would
probably result in two-thirds of them being classed as destitute
because of their more or less intemperate habits. It is interesting
to learn that over seventy per cent. of the cases at the Colony turn
out satisfactory.

Report on one hundred men discharged from the City Colony
during 1912 :—

_ Ages.
Highest e o HB Causes of Downfall.
Lowest A 19
Average a5 1. Drink Tie 13%
8. Illness and unfortunate circumstances. 9%
8. Gambling and laziness . 8%
Single e BAY, 4. No work gmun gwen} {stnkﬂ ﬁrm
Married e 11%; elosed down, &c. £ T5%
Widowers ... 0%
Trades {clmilicattnn} 1 Lﬂﬂé‘:h Lot countrjr s 409,
1. Labourers w  Be% i
2. Skilled labourers... fiy | 3 “Englhhuitise 29%
3" MeiFidon 10%, 8. English (country) 249,
il R 29 4. Scotland, Iralm:l.d nnd o
" mew LN 31 1 G

In the Church Army Labour Homes, according to the Report
for year ending 1911, the total number of men received during that
year was 4,712, The principal cause of their unemployment was
admitted to be their own fault. In the London Homes 152 owed
their condition to having been dismissed for incapacity, etc.;
55 to drink; 313 to being dishonest, and 80 owed their
misfortune to illness. In the Provincial Homes 193 had been
dismissed for incapacity, etc. ; 537 owed their position to drink ;
and 513 to dishonesty, while 280 owed their misfortune to illness.

Among professed occupations there were represented in the
London Labour Homes :(—Accountants 3, actor 1, architects 2,
artist 1, authors 2, cabinet-makers 22, carpenters 1B, commercial
travellers 10, doctor 1, draughtsmen 2, electricians 5, engineers 8,
engine-drivers 2, gardeners 18, grooms 10, librarian 1, motor
mechanics 5, and schoolmasters 2. In the Country Labour Homes
there were :—Accountants 4, actors 2, analyst 1, architects 2, artist 1,
art metal-workers 2, engraver 1, electricians 10, gardeners 84,
motor mechanics 4, organ builders 2, organist 1, cabinet-makers 12,
carpenters 107, chemists 13, commercial travellers 20, dentists 2,
relieving officer 1, schuuhnasters 4, solicitor 1, stonemasons 11,
teachers 6, upholsterers 5, designers 3, dispensers 2, doctor 1,
drapers 20, engineers 31, and engine-drivers 16.
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surprising to find that there are in the same area ten pawnshops.
The pelice patrols bave to be doubled on Saturday and holiday
nights in certain streets. The justices have very properly sup-
pressed some of the licensed houses in this area at their 1913
Sessions.

14. The Special Committee of the Borough Council of

Kensington appointed to inquire into the conditions of the Notting
Dale district, reported in May, 1912, infer alia ~—

That the structural and sanitaryconditions of the houses are
in no way abnormally defective, and that such defects as exist
can be dealt with under the existing law.

That the unsatisfactory condition of things which prevails
in the area must be attributed to the habits and conduct of
the people, which fact materially increases the difficulty of
dealing with the problems which present themselves for solu-
tion.

That excessive drunkenness prevails, especially among
the women, and the question whether a further reduction in
the number of licensed houses should be effected should
seriously engage the attention of the justices.

15. “ 1 owned eleven houses at Lower Edmonton, each con-
taining five rooms, long garden at back, and garden in front with
iron railings, bay windows with stone dressings; they were built
eight years ago and cost £210 each to build. The road and paths are
wide, with trees on both sides, electric trams from the top of the
road, the station is close by, with workmen’s trains running to the
City. The rent of the houses was 5s. 6d. a week. 1 owned them
for four years and lost £700 on them, and the worry they caused
me money could not compensate. The majority of the tenants
were drinkers and dirty in their habits ; they spent most of their
leisure time in the public-houses at the top of the road. The dirt
bred vermin in abundance. The tenants would take the garden
fence, cupboard doors, and banister rails for firewood ; the rent I
did get T had to go for at all hours of the day and at different times
in the week.”

16. “ The gardens at the back were large enough to grow
vegetables for their own use if they liked, and would have helped
them over the winter. I pointed this out to the tenants, but there
were only two who used their garden in this way. 1tried to get them
to buy the houses with the rent for £100 each, but they would not.
They made the road lower and lower until I was compelled to get
rid of the eleven houses for £100, free from any debts, sanitary or
dilapidation notices. The people themselves made good houses
and pleasant surroundings into practically a dust hole, where they
were bringing up their children under bad influences. The children
would sometimes go into the empty houses and steal the lead pipes
and sell them. There has sometimes been lack of employment,
but drink has played the principal part in making this a slum.”
William Jones, Member of Kensington B.C.

17. ** We have about 3,600 of a population in Port Sunlight,
and a six days’ licence at the Bridge Inn, but the sale of intoxicating
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people drawn from the upper and the upper middle classes spending
£9,000,000 a year on motor cars. In the other case, we see the
entire nation spending £9,500,000 upon wooden furniture. As we
know that the greater part of this £9,500,000 is spent by the upper
classes, it is obvious that the expenditure of the great mass of the

ple upon furniture is almost negligible, and that in a country a
very limited section of the upper circles of which can afford to spend
£9,000,000 on motor cars.

5. ‘It is an unforgettable illustration of the effects of the
ill-distribution of the national income, and it shows how trade is
governed and directed by the distribution of income . . .
The revelation by the Census of Production that this country spends
almost as much upon motor cars as upon wooden furniture is a con-
sequence of the ill-distribution of income. Millions of homes
which sorely need wooden furniture, and the proper furnishings of
which would create an enormous furniture trade, have to go without
one of the primary means of comfort.

6. “We should do well, however, to remember that the
first purpose of trade and industry is to provide a sufficiency of
material things for all our people, and that under present circum-
stances the home trade is starved and crippled by the under-con-
sumption of the mass of our 45,000,000 people. The nation has
yet to realize that the poverty of the poor is not the misfortune of
the poor alone ; it is the misfortune of the nation ; the misfortune
of the nation’s traders and manufacturers. Every traders’ associa-
tion formed to resist increases of wage is an association formed to
put a restraint upon trade and to kill customers. It is only through
the progressive expansion of the remuneration of the masses that
trade can healthily increase.”

7. It is true that a vast number of the working classes have
not sufficient furniture, and many of them cannot obtain sufficient
because of the smallness of their wages, but on the other hand, as
the evidence shows, many of them earn large wages, and by the
unwise use of their prosperity, instead of spending the money in
buying furniture, and thus employing their fellow-wage-earners in
making it and enriching themselves and their homes, it is spent on
alcohol, which leads not only to their own impoverishment, bad
health, domestic misery, and very often to the Criminal Court,
but to unemployment.

8. A memorandum, prepared by the Editor of the NaTioNaAL
TEMPERANCE QUARTERLY (June, 1913), from the Census of Produc-
tion, the figures and deduction in which are confirmed by an official
of the Board of Trade, shows that the manufacture of liquor
employs less than one-third of the labour which would be employed
by the expenditure of the same amount of capital in furniture, clothes
and houses, and this is so, although alcoholic liquors are valued
minus the duty payable upon them. When the duty is added
together with the huge profits of the retail trades, the disparity
between money spent in liquor and in useful and necessary com-
modities and the relative amount of that expenditure spent as
wages becomes tremendous, and proves that the money spent in
alcohol goes into a few channels, most of which are already con-
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gested, whereas the money spent in necessary commodities is
distributed, and flows like a health and life-giving stream among all
classes of the nation, blessing him that spends and him who makes.

9. Bat, it is objected, you cannot draw any accurate com-
parison between labour employed, say, in making furniture, and
that in making beer and spirits ; you must trace everything down
to the ground. Even so, it is submitted the proportion herein
noted holds good. Take cabinet-making as an illustration. If we
take the manufacture of barley into malt, thence into beer, beginnin
with the barley and the hops as raw material, and compare that wit]g
the cabinet-maker, who uses sawn timber, veneer, glue, glasspaper,
locks and hinges, nails, brads and screws as his raw material, the
disparity before mentioned between the respective amount of labour
employed subsists.

10. But now trace each industry down to the ground. In the
case of beer you have labour employed in ploughing the field. sowing
the seed, reaping the harvest, planting and picking the hops, trans-
port, etc. But compare those processes with those necessary in
the production of the raw material of turniture. In that case the
trees must be felled, sawn into timbers, cut into veneers, the iron
must be got and wrought to make the nails and screws, the brass
locks and hinges have to be made, the glasspaper and the glue
employ labour in their manufacture. It is obvious that the many
processes in which labour is employed, before a beautiful suite of
furniture worth a hundred pounds can be produced ready for use in
the home, require and employ a very much larger number of persons
than are employed in making and placing one hundred pounds'
worth of beer in a publican’s cellar.

11. Further, when we consider the permanent value, beauty
and utility of the furniture and compare that with the unnecessary
beer, with its possible results in the case of some of its consumers,
we realize how odious comparisons are. I leave the reader to form
his own judgment of the matter after study of the valuable and
helpful appended facts, but I do submit that the comparison of the
money spent by the workers themselves on liquor, £100,000,000
per annum, needing, as many of them do, more clothes, better food,
and more furniture, is a more striking instance of waste and unwise
expenditure than is the case of the rich spending £9,000,000 a year
upon motor cars. I agree the wages paid, as a whole, to the working
classes should be higher than they are, but the sober workman,
with his desire for a fuller life, more leisure and a higher education,
better housing, clothing and furniture, and a nobler environment,
is elevating the standard of life and comfort, and thereby helping
to raise the general rate of wages paid, and to bring nearer the com-
plete emancipation of labour.

12. The liquor industry commences with the destruction of good
food, for there are 70,000,000 bushels of grain destroyed ;,:ea:ly in
making liquor. In 1910 the sum of £157,604,658 was spent in intoxi-
nating%iquur in the United Kingdom, being £3 10s. 9d. per head of
population. Mr. G.B.Wilson, B.A., in his annual letter to The Times,
estimates the total expenditure of the United Kingdom on alcoholic
liquors during 1911, upon the basis adopted by the late Dr. Dawson
Burns, at £162,797,229, as compared with £157,604,658 in 1910,



Tue EconoMics oF THE DRINK TRAFFIC. 65

being an increase of £5,192,571, which is equivalent to an annual
expenditure of £3 11s. 10}d. for every man, woman and child in the
land, or to a weekly outlay of just 6s. 9d. for every family of five
PETsons.

13. During the last three years the Nation spent £475,000,000
on intoxicating liquor. The entire cost of Old Age Pensions,
Health and Unemployment Insurance and Workmen’s Com-

tion boons, which so materially help the worker, is only
£31,000,000. What a difference in the scale of comfort, health
and prosperity would be brought about by the workers spending
the ﬁrgu,mu,um per annum, now wasted by them on drink, in
other commodities.

14. Take Blackburn; the last Census shows a population of
133,040. The proportion of money spent there is £478,060. Which
means that that portion of population who use liquor spend over
£1,300 every day in that town. When we deduct all the children
and the large number of abstainers in the Kingdom the expenditure
on drinking on the part of a portion of the population must be
appallingly large.

15. There were in 1911, 115,362 licensed houses in England
and Wales : 91,247 being on-licences ; and 24,115 off-licences.

16. The number of persons employed in brewing and malting
in the United Kingdom is 85,222 ; the number employed in spirit
distilling is 6,510, or a total in breweries and distilleries of 91,732,

17. The following statistics of output in selected industries
are taken from the Census of Production :

Gross Persons
Output, etc. employed.
Woollen and Worsted trade ... .. £70,331,000 257,017

Clothing and Millinery ... ... 64488000 440,664

Cotton Factories ... ... 176,940,000 572,869
Cocoa, Confectionery and Fruit Pre-
serving . 16,137,000 60,735
Bread and Biscuits ... 38,840,000 110,168
Boot and Shoe Trade ... . 22,959,000 126,564
£389,695,000 1,568,017
Brewing and Malting ... ... £54,093,000 85,222
Spirit Distilling ... 4,833,000 6,510
£58,926,000 91,732

These figures show that capital of £54,977,000 used in produc-
tion of fruit, preserves, confectionery, cocoa, bread and biscui_ts
employs 170,903 persons. The capital of £58,926,000 used in
}:mductinn of beer and spirits employs only 91,732 persons. The
ate Sir George White, M.P., said he knew of three breweries, eac_h
of which had greater capital than his own boot factory, but in his
boot factory more money was paid in wages for labour than the three
breweries combined. i

18. The percentage of wages paid in one year to the capit
employed in the busi?ess of bn:;:;t IIIJ]EI]'lufal:tul'El'E in Somersetshire

F
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was thirty-six per cent. The percentage of the same to gross sales
was twenty-six per cent. It will, of course, be understood that where
sales have to cover general expenses, rent, travelling, salaries,
discounts and interest and many other items the percentage of
wages to actual cost of goods made would be about thirty-three per
cent., i.e., net cost of materials and wages. A great percentage of the
cost of materials used being for wages also.

19. The profits of Messrs. Guinness & Co., Brewers, of Dublin,
are over six times the amount they pay as wages. In a shoe manu-
facturing company in the West of England, employing 1,600 persons,
the wages paid are six times the amount earned as profits.

20. The Brewerzv Manual, 1908, shows percentage of wages to
capital, page 183 :—" Ind, Coope & Co., Romford ; share capital,
£1,810,000 ; salaries and wages, £56,000; wages per cent., £3 ls.
11d.” Page 288 :—" Taylor's Eagle Brewery, Manchester ; share
capital, £140,000; salaries and wages, £4,008; wages per cent.,
£2 17s. 4d.” Messrs. Clark, of Street, Somerset, boot manufac-
turers, pay forty-three per cent. in wages of the capital invested.
John Newlon.

21. Here is a striking confirmation of my contention from a
brewery capitalist, Mr. Gaudin de Beaumont, Leeds, stockholder in
Yorkshire breweries :—** In addition, the capitals of many breweries
should be written down to reasonable proportions, and when
the aforesaid are accomplished the mortgage securities will
appreciate irrespective of political differences. Further, as
breweries employ comparatively small numbers of men the labowr
question does not arise as in ratlways and other indusirial
concerns.”’— The Times, Oclober 15th, 1912.

22. It is true that some brewery concerns, mainly by reason
of reckless purchases of licensed houses, have not been flourishing
recently, but in order to know what the real profit-making nature of
““The Trade ™ is, I append these few recent reports of brewery
companies, from which it would appear that, despite the Finance Act
and all the other * oppressive " Acts of the Government, the com-
panies in question still manage to flourish, thanks to the folly of the
nation.

23. Arthur Guinness, Son & Co., whose debenture debt has
been eliminated, have a total capital of now £7,000,000, of which
£5,000,000 is ordinary stock, and there is a reserve fund figuring at
£1,360,000. The business, goodwill, plant, etc., is valued at
£6,332,898 in the balance sheet, and there are investments amounting
to £1,546,127. Illustrating the magnitude of this remarkable con-
cern The Times gives the following statement of the annual profits
on brewing, beginning with the year 1888 :

1888 .. £1,272,100 1908 .. £2,306,000
1895 1,334,900 1909 2,215,154
1900 ot 1,549,500 1910 2,462,800
1903 i 1,978,700 1911 2,626,344
1906 1,992,300 1912 2,538,082
1907 2 2,269,000

These brewers are not concerned with the tied-house system.
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24 " A prosperous Provincial concern is the Hull Brewery Com-
pany, whose accounts for the nine months to September 30th, 1912,
show a profit of {46,928, and, after deducting debenture interest, the
net profit is £36,521. A dividend at the rate of eleven per cent. per
annum has been declared, absorbing [£10,725, compared with
twelve per cent., equivalent to £7,800 for the whole of 1911. A
bonus of five shillings has again been declared, and £12,500 placed
in reserve, raising it to £200,000.”"—The Times.

25. At the annual meeting of 1912 of Messrs. Mitchell and
Butler's Brewery, Birmingham, it was reported that in 1911
£345,813 profit was distributed. In 1912 the profit was 359,312,
a dividend of fifteen per cent. was declared, and £60,000 carried to
the reserve fund. Despite an increase in taxation, Mr. Mitchell
said the effects of Sunday closing would be far-reaching and would
lessen the takings of licensed houses by more than one-seventh.
Another director said, in speaking of the increase of the year's
profit, “ There has not been such a notable increase in the turnover
since the South African War. The country is now in a prosperous
condition, and the brewers are getting some of the benefit of that
prosperity.”’

26. At the quarterly meeting of the Chesterfield Licensed
Victuallers' Association on February 20th, Mr. C. Wright, Sen.,
President, was in the chair. The Chairman asked if they could find
a man holding a licence who did not do a bit of gambling somewhere,
and the man who did the least gambling in the world was liable

to be caught. “ Some houses could not carry on without doing a
little bit,"” he declared.—Brit. Temp. Advoc., March, 1913.

27. This anti-social trade is carried on thus profitably at
the cost of weakening and destroying all which makes an individual
happy, efficient and prosperous, and all which makes a nation truly
great. The people perish in order that brewery shareholders shall
have high dividends, and children go to school ragged, dirty and
hungry that distillers may flourish.

28. ' The prevalence of intemperate habits in a country
diminishes both the number of days in a week, and the number of
years in his life during which the breadwinner is earning full wages.
Temperance increases a man's power, and generally his will to save.”
—Professor Marshall, in ** Economics of Industry.”

29. “ Viewed from the economic and political standpoint, and
having regard to the fact that the workers must eventually be the
instrument of their own political salvation, I have no hesitation in
saying that there is no factor which is keeping the workers back
more than is to be found in connection with the liquor traffic.”—
Arthur Henderson, M.P.

30. * The longer I live the more the Temperance movement
appeals to me. No matter what problem I approach, whether
it be that of the children, of the unemployed, of the aged or of
housing, I find it complicated and made more difficult by its associa-
tion with drink. There is not one social problem existing in the
land which would not be infinitely more easy of treatment and solu-
tion if we had not to deal with drink.”’—Philip Snowden, M.P.
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night and see for himself the drinking going on inside and outside
the all too numerous public-houses in such districts; he will then
understand the truth and the force of what the late Lord Randolph
Churchill said in the House of Commons, * The Liquor Traffic is a
devilish and destructive traffic.”

Another important point is established by the facts collated,
and that is that drinking and its dire results is not an evil confined
to the working classes. Dipsomania has as many victims in pro-
portion to population among the upper and middle as among the
working classes. The records of the Lodging Houses, of the Church
Army and the Salvation Army show that a large number of those
who come to the lowest conditions, and who therefore compete with
ordinary casual labour, turning that competition into a fierce and
selfish conflict for existence, are persons who held higher rank, and
who, but for drink, vice or crime, would not have been in the slums
or at the dock gates. The records of male and female inebriate
homes and asylums conclusively show that drunkenness and
dipsomania are prevalent among the rich and the educated, and
prove the hollowness of the oft-repeated contention that drunken-
ness is merely a result of bad environment.

The whole case herein proves alcohol to be unnecessary and
injurious to physical, mental and moral health, and economic well-
being. The manufacture and distribution of liquor is a wasteful
process, destroying grain and wasting labour, and the whole liquor
traffic is anti-social and parasitic. The patriotic endeavour of
every citizen should be to reduce and to destroy this dangerous
accretion on the body politic.
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II. (@) Drink—Brewing and Malting .. .. {381
Distilling ; T
Com undmg and Re::tlfymg e 354
Bottli TR ¢
Coopering : 91

Aerated waters c:der Bﬂtiﬁh wmes,
non-alcoholic beverages and vinegar 125

(B) Tobacco—{Of 37,648 employees only 7,233 are
men over eighteen years of age) os 100

The net value of the average output of each person occupied
in the specified trades (I.) is £85, whereas that of each person
engaged in the manufacture and manipulation of aleoholic
as indicated, (IL.) is £254. Tobacco may be eliminated from the
survey, but there is an item which sh:}uld be brought into account
in the due consideration of the values of beer and spirits, viz. :
Excise duty (beer, £13,117,000 ; spirits, £18,511,392). This, but
for the desirability of under rather than over statement, should be
added to the net output before the per capita calculation is made ;
this would bring the value of beer output per person employed up
to £485, and that of sp:r:t distilling up to no less than £3,064

The several methods of presentation adopted above combine in
proving their own substantial accuracy, as well as that of the figures
promulgated by Sir Michael Hicks Beach in the year 1891, in the
Board of Trade Return (Cd. 6,535), upon which temperance econo-
mists have been accustomed to rely for their statement that the
reproductive trades employ three times the amount of labour
employed in the Liquor Trade. A further element of favour to the
Trade, in addition to the omission of the excise duty from calcula-
tions of the net output, is afforded by the inclusion of aerated and
other non-excisable beverages, which materially reduces the figures
of comparison; without these favourable factors the economic
indictment of the Drink Trade would be enormously strengthened.

There are 2,373,125 men over eighteen years of age returned
in the Census of Production as engaged in the occupations repre-
sented in the preceding statistics. These men should be the prin-
cipal consumers of the home-manufactured products enumerated,
by providing them for their families. There are, however, still
comparatively few industrial homes in which there is sufficient
room, food, clothing, furniture or warmth. The transference of
but half of their present expenditure in drink by these men to
proportionate purchase of essentials would not only absorb the
half of brewery and distillery workers presumably discharged, but
would employ at least an additional hundred thousand men.

These facts should bring home to the worker the truth that
the first step to higher wages, and reproductive labour, is for him to
do his reciprocal share in the maintenance of his own industry.




























