A new system of treating and fixing artificial teeth : the art to prevent the
loss of the teeth with instructions calculated to enable heads of families to
adopt the author's practice of treating and preserving the teeth ... / by
Frederick A. Eskell.

Contributors
Eskell, Frederick A.

Publication/Creation
Manchester : Printed for the author, 1862.

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/a2wvc36m

License and attribution

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/

* r ] i ! yp




LRI R

22222222222







|
!
I._
» 1 ¥
. 3 ¥ v: (o= o
- " - . . i . O s~ s o 1 ool
B - b ik W T b
i ™ L 4 = 0. A " I f ’ i # i e %-ﬂ..
o i B " i S # g = .._.W




sl

' N

A NEW SYSTEM

OF

TREATING AND FIXING

ARTIEICIAL TEETH.

THE ART TO PREVENT THE LOSS OF
THE TEETH,

WITH INSTRUCTIONS CALOULATED TO EXARLE HEADE OF FAMILIES TO ADOPT THE
AUTHOR'S PRACTICE OF TREATING AXD PRESERVING THE TEETH.

BY HER MAJESTY'S ROTYAL LETTERS PATENT, THE VULCANITE CORAL
BUCTION FPALATES, AE A BASE FOR ARTIFICIAL TEETH AND
GUMS, THE GREATEST INVENTION IN DENTISTRY FOR
AIDING THE POWERS OF MASTICATION
AND ARTICULATION.

TEIRD EDITION.

Br FREDERICK A. ESKELL, Surceo¥y DexTIST,

No. 2, 5T, PETER'S SQUARE, MANCHESTER.

“He who pays no attention to his Teeth, by this single neglect betrays vulgar
sentimenta. ' —Larvaler.

MANCHESTER :
PRINTED FOR THE AUTHOR.

1862.



1L 909 449

WELLCON = INSTITUTE
LIBFARY

coll.| we!™MOmec

e — — -
F_-_J
-

Cali

No. 'VJL_}




PREFACE.

IT need not be concealed, that, in every pro-
fession where prescriptions and operations which
relate to disease, disorganisation, or decay of the
body are used, people are more exposed to
imposition and the bunglings of the ignorant,
than in any other matter whatever. Itisenough
for the Author to know, as he does from his
own experience, that people are often improperly
served.

In reference to the present publication, the
Author has merely to observe, that it was
suggested, partly by the many explanations he
was called upon daily to afford his patients.
Not having the time at his disposal, and, encou-
raged by the rapid sale of two editions of his
prior works, and by the approbation of the most
eminent professional men in Manchester and
vicinity, the Author has ventured to extend his
observations. Having made several improve-

ments, which he deems of great importance,
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he became desirous of affording the public an
opportunity of judging of the advantages to be
derived Dby adopting his plan. For this reason
he lhas concisely endeavoured to make the
subject intelligible to those whose avocations
do not give them an opportunity of becoming
acquainted with the operations of Dentistry.
He has abstained as much as possible from the
use of technicalities, a practice to be recom-
mended in all cases where the wish 1s to diffuse
useful information to the public in general.

In conclusion, the Author hopes that this
work will be a useful compendium of the most
essential points of Dentistry, as much so, indeed,
as an abridged work of this description will
admit of, namely, “ A GuUIDE To PREVENT THE
Loss oF THE TEETH,” emanating from many

years’ experience and successful practice in
Manchester.

FRED. A. ESKELL.

2, St. Peter’s Square,
Manchester.
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ESKELL ON THE TEETH.

IMPORTANCE OF THE TEETH.

Tue mouth, whether we regard its beauty or
its utility, is one of the principal portions of
the human subject; around it the smiles are
collected ; and it is to its appendages that are
connected the museles which give to man those
peculiar expressions and movements of feature
that distinguish him from all other animals.

Upon its form are stamped no uncertain
indication of the fixed character of the indi-
vidual ; and the variations of it tell the changes
and intensities of every passion.

It is also the seat of the voice—man’s chosen
and peculiar exercise—that which enables him
to combine with, to instruet or to command his
fellows, and of which the proper and perfect
exercise has ever been regarded as the most
noble and most powerful of his endowments.

The mouth is also the receptacle for the
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nourishment of the body, and the apparatus from
which that nourishment receives the first stage
of its preparation. It is, in faect, the part, from
the disease or decay of which man feels the
severest privations, and the only seat of the
senses which is indispensable to existence. Con-
sisting of more parts than any of the others, it
is more liable to derangement and disease; and
having some of those parts in more severe and
frequent exercise, it 1s more liable to partial
mutilation.

PRESERVATION OF THE TEETH.

The disecolouration or loss of the teeth, and
the wasting away of the gums, occasion not only
an inconvenience, but a deformity exceedingly
vexatious to the patient.

The ears may become deaf, without any
change of their external structure; the eves may
become dim, or even sightless, and lose little
of their external lustre; but if the teeth are
discoloured, a diseased appearance is given to
the whole face; and if the teeth are gone, the
whole expression of the countenance is changed
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—it seems a ruin—the wreck, the mockery, the
caricature of its former self.

Many persons who have not been in the
habit of attending to their teeth, and who have
been long accustomed to see them discoloured,
are apt to imagine they have become injured
beyond recovery.

This is, in many cases, an entirely erroneous
idea; it is not the surface of their teeth which
they have been agcustomed to see, but a conere-
tion which is constantly forming, and whieh,
from its having been suffered to accumulate, has,
to a great degree, concealed the teeth. When
this is once removed, which may be easily done,
the teeth will immediately be seen in a greatly
improved state, and of their natural colour.

And here it may be proper to remark on the
practice of those who seem to have contracted
a determined habit of neglecting their teeth,
and who appear, if indeed they think at all on
the subject, as if they considered the state of
their teeth as not in any manner influencing their
personal appearance ; whereas, almost every one
who is accustomed to observe is aware there is
scarcely a greater personal recommendation than
elean teeth, and scarcely an occasion of more
universal and involuntary aversion than the
contrary. Did such persons, however, perceive
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the natural consequences ol such neglect, they
would, in all probability, speedily adopt an
opposite course. They are these:—First, ex«
tensive inflammation, indicating the unhealthy
state of the mouth generally ; and, secondly,
a gradual loosening of the teeth, which fre-
quently ends in the successive loss of the
whole of them, the accumulation insinuating
itself by degrees between the teeth and the
gums, and thus destroying that connexion which
is necessary to their support.

Whenever this coneretion has been suffered
to aceumulate, and it will be found in most cases
where the regular cleaning of the teeth is
omitted, scaling the teeth should be immediately,
and in the first instance, resorted to. It will be
in vain to expect that without this any cleaning
can bring back the teeth to a proper state, but
with it the best results may be expected.

Many persons, from their extreme sensitive-
ness, are reluctant to adopt this method : and,
entirely from the fear of having to undergo what
they have been accustomed to consider an opera-
tion, continue to deprive themselves of the
comiort of clean teeth, and to ineur the hazard
of perhaps becoming almost toothless at a com-
paratively early age. Thisis a totally groundless
fear; the cleaning the teeth with instruments
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adapted to the purpose, if skilfully performed,
needs oceasion no pain which the most delicate
person would in the least regard, and will afford
immediate and permanent pleasure ; so much so,
that those who have omece experieneed it will
need no argument to induce them at any time to
repeat it, in ease it should happen to become in
any degree necessary. It will, however, require
professional aid, and eare should be taken in
removing it.

By due attention to the teeth the gums also
are more likely to preserve a healthy tone; and
many appearances which are taken for scurvy
and other diseases may he prevented altogether.

Healthy gums have a pale, clear, hardy
appearance ; they adhere firmly to the necks
of the teeth, and they do not easily bleed.
Unhlealthy gums, on the contrary, forsake the
teeth, bleed readily on every oeecasion, and
cause thesen sation of tooth-ache whenever they
are exposed to any change in the tempera-
ture of the solids or liquids subjected to them,
or even of the air. When it is known that sealing
and stopping the teeth, scarifying the gums, and
ordinary attention to eleanliness will, in general,
prevent these evils, the Dentist will be in
greater requisition, and the public will experience
less pain.
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TOOTH-ACHE.

In cases of tooth-ache arising from cold,
particular attention should be paid to keep the
feet warm and dry : not only are damp and cold
feet often the cause of tooth-ache, but of many
more serious maladies. For thisreason, to keep
the feet warm by worsted socks or stockings,
and dry by moveable inner soles, which may
be exposed to the fire, is one of the most impor-
tant rules which can be laid down on the subject
of dress as affecting this complaint, or, indeed,
the health in general.

When disease has proceeded so far as to have
occasioned the actual decay of the tooth, it will
then be desirable to inspeet it, in order to
ascertain whether it is possible to arrest its
progress by stopping. Provided it is done with
a suitable substance, and in a proper mauner,
teeth may be often rendered by this means
serviceable for years for the purposes of mas-
tication, which would otherwise have proved
a continual source of pain and uneasiness, or
perhaps have been prematurely lost. And as
bodily health is preserved by proper exercise
in the open air, so the teeth, by being acted
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on by proper food, are kept in a wholesome
state.

Every part of a tooth that has lost its clear
bright polish, may be regarded as covered with
some extraneous matter, which ought to be
removed. When this is not attended to, it con-
tinues to increase, and, descending between the
teeth and gums, attaches itself to the sockets,
and there accumnulates to so great an extent as
to separate the gums from the teeth, while it
frequently presses so much upon the sockets as
to induce absorption of their substance; and,
acting as a lever, raises the teeth, and expels
them altogether,

Thus the Dbad effects aseribed to natural
causes may proceed from carelessness, which a
little attention would easily have prevented.
The pressure of the tarter may also bring on a
disposition in the sockets to fill up; and, in
either way, the teeth are equally expelled.
Whole sets of teeth may become loose in this
way, and even drop out, leaving their astonished
possessors under the alarm of some more serious
calamity. It must be recollected, however, that
in old age the teeth naturally fall, through the
decay of the sockets; although there is little
reason to doubt that such a erisis is accelerated
by inattention or inexperience.  The tarter
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sometimes inereases so much as to occasion gum’
boils, swelling of the fangs, what is termed
scurvy of the gums, callous thickening of the
gums, excrescences, and even cancer.

It is an important fact respecting the teeth,
that ninety-nine cases in a hundred of bad teeth
are the result of ignorance or carelessness: and
that an incredible number of the sufferings
of infants, during dentition, are owing to the
same causes.

If nature has denied teeth to our early in-
faney, she has also wisely provided food not
requiring them ; while, for old age, when equally
deprived of them, she has made no corresponding
provision. But as nature, when rightly under-
stood, is nniformly found to have perfected her
works, it may reasonably be inferred, that this
apparent imperfeetion in the human teeth is
greatly owing to man himself. It appears to
have been intended that, in old age, man should
recur to the food proper for infancy, or that the
teeth should continue to perform their functions

to the end of life.
' It will serve the purposé here to state, that
whatever was intended, man does not do all in
his power to save his teeth; mnor, when they
fall, does he recur to such food as his stomach,
without their aid, can digest.
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If teeth had never been bestowed on man,
then, doubtless, the stomach would have been
rendered capable of performing its functions
without them.

Under every circumstance to which man-
kind are exposed, this is not the case, however ;
and hence it is that we hear of the frequent
complaints of people who have passed a certain
age, as the want of appetite, head-ache, &ec.,
the never failing concomitants of unoceupied
senility.

ARTIFICIAL TEETH.

Il the above remarks be just, it follows that
every method which has for its object the in-
crease of the enjoyments of that age to which
we all look forward with the hope of happiness,
must be considered laudable and deserving of
encouragement.

If the use of artificial teeth has come in late
among the benefits conferred on mankind, that
cireumstance ought to be aseribed less to their
real importance and utility than to the difficulty
of doing them justice.
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The prejudices existing against artificial teeth
are as astonishing as they are unreasonable, and
are more extensive than will readily be credited ;
for the feeling not only pervades the lower and
middle eclasses, but even such of the higher
ranks as are of the old school.

The love of a pleasing personal appearance
(to which nothing contributes more than a beau-
tiful set of teeth), is a principle implanted in the
human heart. The effect is the same, whether
these be natural or artificial.

Too much stress, therefore, ecannot be laid
on every argument in favour of preserving the
teeth in a sound state as long as possible; and,
when they fall, of having their places properly
supplied with artificial ones.

Those, then, who feel that it is proper to
restore teeth that are lost, will be gratified in
being informed that from a single tooth to a
complete set may be supplied, with a more per-
fect certainty of success than could be practised
in any other case, and without the slightest pain
or inconvenience, and so constructed that it may
be taken out and, replaced by the wearer at
pleasure,

This is an art which has recently been greatly
improved, and has afforded to many persons a
degree of comfort which it would have been
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impossible for them without it even to have
hoped for. It has, in consequence, become a
particular object of study, so much so, that
there is now scarcely a single instance in which,
if skilfully attended to, it cannot be employed
so suceessfully as to reinstate the wearer in the
full use of all the most important purposes of
the originals. Much of this, however, will de-
pend on the skill of the Dentist.

Much is often said on this subject of the
superiority of one mode above another, of which
it would be impossible to admit the propriety
as a general rule. Different cases will require
different treatment ; and the skill of the Dentist
will be much better employed in considering the
peculiarity of each case, and adopting such means
as are best calculated to afford ease and comfort
to the individual patient.

As is the case in all professions where a con-
siderable degree of skill and great mechanical
nicety are required, the productions of a Dentist
are very frequently brought into disrepute by the
abortive attempts of the unskilful: and it is
our wish to convince the public, if words can
nroduce such conviction, that those imperfections
and failures belong not to the art itself, but to
those who practise it.

As those who have lost teeth have the

B
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strongest reason for setting a high value on those
that remain, it should be observed that nothing
will tend more to their preservation than imme-
diately supplying the places of those which have
been removed. Where this is neglected, the
remaining teeth will not be likely to prove of
any considerable durability.

When deficiencies of the teeth are not soon
supplied, those that are left speedily become
loose. Whenever a tooth is lost, therefore, its
place should be immediately supplied by another,
if only to support and preserve those which
remain. Those therefore who have lost their
teeth, and as a natural consequence, suffer from
indigestion, should eertainly consider the re-
placing them as the first step necessary to regain
their former health and comfort.

Also of the faculty of speech, much more
may be accomplished than might be eonsidered
possible. The mmportance of the teeth to all,
must in this respect be great, but by public
speakers it must, of course, be felt most par-
ticularly; still it is eertain the delivery may not
only be restored, but in many cases even improved.

This may indeed be considered as one of the
most perfeet triumphs of human ingenuity, in
obviating the effects of personal privation; if a
hand or a loot be lost, the utmost that can be
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done, is to imitate some of its aetions, while the
most important must still be beyond the reach
of art. But there is scarcely a single instance
in which the uses of the teeth may not be fully
restored, and especially in the important par-
ticular just mentioned, which is often of more
consequence to the possessor, than that of almost
any other personal endowment.

THE VULCANITE CORAL SUCTION

PALATES.

As a base for artificial teeth and gums, the
Vuleanised Palates are much superior to bone,
or, in many cases, gold. They are fixed without
wires or springs of any kind, do not require the
removal of stumps or give pain in the slightest
degree, and wonderfully increase the power of
mastication and articulation. The Vulcanite
Palates are quite impervious to the acids of the
mouth, consequently are durable for a life time.

Mr Eskell invites attention to his chemically-
prepared gum-coloured Vuleanite, (so highly
recommended by the first medical men in the
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kingdom, and also by those who have worn
artificial teeth for twenty years), and to the great
advantage that his new teeth possess over the
old system. Firstly, all sharp edges are avoided.
Secondly, a greatly increased freedom of suction
with power of speech. Thirdly, a mnatural
elasticity whollyunattainable on the old principle,
and a fit perfected with an accuracy the most
unerring. Fourthly, by the adhesion and soft-
ness of the Vuleanised Palates the greatest
support is given to the adjoining teeth, and even
loose teeth are held firm by their aid.

Eskell’s new improvement is only necessary
to be seen to be admired ; and to be worn to be
convinced that it is superior to all other
methods known in use. This really lovely work
of art ensures perfect comfort to the patient,
and at the same time. imparts to the counten-
ance a youthful appearance till now unattainable.

Mr. Eskell undertakes all cases where others
have failed to give satisfaction ; and requires no
fee unless a perfect fit 1s made, useful for all
purposes of mastication.



OBSERVATIONS ON THE IMPORTANCE OF
THE TEETH FOR THE PROCESS
OF MASTICATION.

To insist on the importance of the teeth,
whether in regard to the functions of digestion
and articulation, to which they are so essential,
or to personal appearance, in which they are so
much concerned, must appear a waste of words,
were it not obvious that there are many persons
who never give themselves the trouble to think
upon the subject ; who seem scarcely aware that
they possess teeth at all, while their gross and
culpable negligence renders that fact too apparent
to their friends and associates.

Mastication is the first process of digestion,
and unless it be duly performed, the subsequent
processes can never go on properly.

It is a mistaken notion that the mere chop-
ping of the food is all that is required, and that
“ patent masticators,” or any other contrivance,
can supply the place of teeth.

By the motion of the maxillary bones in the
comminution of food, the salivary glands are
compressed, and the saliva, being poured forth
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from the duets, mingles with the food, which is
turned about by the tongue until every portion
of the mouthful is duly ineorporated with the
saliva. Then, and not till then, is it properly
prepared for deglutition.

So essential is this preparatory process, that
the neglect of it is sufficient to occasion dyspep-
sia; and it is generally found that those who
masticate well, digest their meals muech better
than such persons as are accustomed to eat too
quickly.

Dyspeptic patients invariably find soups,
stews, and hashes, less easy of digestion than
plain solid food, and I think the chief reason of
this is, that the former, requiring little mastica-
tion, do not sufficiently excite the secretion of
saliva.

I need not dwell upon the numberless con-
comitant evils which may thus owe their origin
to imperfect mastication. Tt is sufficient to
know that artificial teeth are now brought to
such perfection as to perform this funection in a
manner little inferior to the natural teeth, and
that they may be used with every comfort.

The next point of view in which we are to
consider the importance of the teeth, is that of
their connection with the grand prerogative of
man—the gift of speech. The teeth are abso-
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lutely essential to a perfect articulation, and are
mainly concerned in the modulation of the voice.
Their preservation is, therefore, essential to all
persons who do not seclude themselves from
society; for what can be more disagreeable than
that mumbling which renders econversation a
task, and robs it of half its charms; unless,
indeed, it be the spluttering in one’s {face which
sometimes accompanies the exclusive favour of
a confidential soffo voce communication ?

To all public speakers, whether in the senate,
in the pulpit, at the bar, or on the stage, teeth,
real or artificial, are a sine qud non- Without
them the graces of eloquence are lost, and the
powers of oratory very much diminished.

No person to whom a eorrect articulation,
and a clear impressive delivery are of consequence,
can be ignorant of the effect which the loss of
teeth has upon the powers of voice, and none 1
conceive will delay to call in the aid of art; but
it would be well if all such persons were im-
pressed with this fact beforehand, as one of the
strongest inducements to bestow upon their
teeth the necessary care.

As an essential point of beauty, the teeth
must ever stand pre-eminent. No regularity of
{features, no brilliancy of complexion, no spark-
ling eyes, or silken braids of jetty hair, can
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render that lady beautiful who, when she opens
her lips (though they be of coral), discloses a set
of teeth irregular or discoloured. On the con-
trary, even homely features and a sallow com-
plexion are embellished and rendered agreeable
by a good set of teeth. A mouth large and
ill-formed will pass unnoticed, when it contains
teeth beautifully white and even.

In short, under every circumstance, good
teeth, well kept, will prove a redeeming feature,
be the others what they may. FEven the sooty
African becomes an object of some Interest,
when he smiles and exhibits a perfeet row of
white teeth, in strong relief against the ebony of
his skin.

On the other hand, the effects of decay, the
accumulation of tarter, the blackened and
denuded fangs, and the taint of the lreath,
which is a common concomitant of bad teeth,
will invariably prove disgusting and loathsome.

Regular teeth, white, and free from all
extraneous matters, are an ornament equally
attractive in either sex. Those persons who do
not possess this natural advantage, should en-
deavour, by extreme care and cleanliness, and a
timely resort to artificial aid, to remedy the
imperfections, and supply the deficiencies of
nature, in order that their teeth if not an agree-



Pl

able object, may be prevented, as far as possible,
from becoming a repulsive one.

According to Cuvier, M. Delaharne, and
Mallan, the introduction of Vuleanite Suetion
Palates for artiftcial teeth is the greatest in-
vention for the happiness and comfort of the
human race, to prolong life, by giving the power
of mastication, and within the reach of all classes.
A pure material, the greatest of all consequences
in an article to be worn in the mouth for a life
time, and if executed by a first class mechanical
dentist, the teeth ought to be fixed in such a

manner as would defy detection by the closest
observer.

EXTRACTING TEETH.

The extracting of a tooth is often an operation
of nicety, if not of difficulty ; this arises from
various causes, and from none more frequently
than the unfitness of the instrument used, and
the inexperience of the operators. On the
continent of Furope the profession of a dentist
cannot be exercised without submitting to a
course of regular study, as in other parts of
surgery ; a complete knowledge of anatomy is
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indispensable, not only to be able to practice,
but to prevent the injury of parts which
ignorance of that art might render fatal.

It is by no means uncommon for persons to
be prevailed upon to have their teeth extracted,
even when only slightly decayed, from the fear
of their occasioning the decay of others. This
is a very mischievous practice, and is entirely
founded in error; as long as a tooth can be
retained and rendered serviceable, it ought on
no aceount to be removed, as it is only when it
becomes painful that it ean prove injurious, and
the injury will then be confined to itself, and
cease on its removal ; since on no principle of
observation or argument can it be shown that
disease is thus propagated from any one tooth to
another.

It ought, also, never to be decided upon by
the patient’s feelings; frequently, from eold or
other causes, a painful sensation will be felt in
one tooth, which after a few hours will be trans-
ferred to another, and if under the first impulse
the tooth primarily affected should be removed,
the patient may have the mortification of
knowing that a tooth has been extracted, which,
but for this, might have remained serviceable
for years. On this account it is always preferable
to rely on an opinion formed from inspection.

















































































