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4 MENTONE AND THE RIVIERA.

latitude 42°, considerably more to the north than Mar-
seilles or Montpellier. But the latter are unprotected
northwards by mountain ranges, and, consequently,
severe frosts take place every winter. Nor is this sur-
prising, when we consider that in the north and centre
of Europe the ground is often covered with snow for
months during winter, and that a high wind travels at
the rate of from thirty to forty miles an hour. The dis-
tance, say, from Lyons to the Mediterranean, being
merely about two hundred miles, a high north wind
would reach the coast-line in a few hours, where unim-
peded by mountains, bringing with it cold weather to
all unprotected regions.

During the winter the most protected aud warmest
part of this western coast of Ttaly is the Riviera di
Ponente, or Western Riviera. The exceptionally mild
winter climate of this region is principally to be attri-
buted to the mountain range skirting the shore ; so that,
as one of its names implies (Cornice), the coast-line is
a mere ledge at the foot of the mountains which protect
it north and east. My knowledge of the Riviera is
principally derived from residence at Mentone, for I
have merely examined the other parts of the Riviera as
a traveller. The general meteorological conditions of
the coast are, however, so far identical that I presume
the facts observed in one region apply to all, with such
slight modifications as the greater or less amount of












8 MENTONE AND THE RIVIERA.

Thus the bay in the centre of which Mentone is
placed, with its background of swelling olive-clad hills,
forms a kind of amphitheatre, thoroughly protected
from the north-west, north, and north-east winds by
the higher mountain range.

To thoroughly understand and appreciate the dis-
trict, and its singularly protected character, a boat
should be taken and the panorama observed a mile
or two from the shore. The extreme beauty of the
view will amply repay the trouble. Thus seen, all the
details are blended into one harmonious whole, the two
bays becoming one, and the little town scarcely divid-
ing them. The grandeur of the semicircular range of
mountains, generally steeped in glorious sunshine, also
comes out in broad outline. These mountains posi-
tively appear to all but encircle the Mentonian amphi-
theatre in their arms, thus to separate it and its
inhabitants from the world at large, and to present
it to the blue Mediterranean waves and to the warm
southern sun.

Some twenty miles beyond the mountains which
thus form the background of the Mentonian valleys,
are the still higher mountains of the Col di Tende,
7000 feet high, which constitute the main mass of the
Maritime Alps. They extend for sixty miles inland,
and greatly increase the protection. Indeed, the bay
is only open to the south, south-east, and south-












12 MENTONE AND THE RIVIERA.

the year, prove that there must have been freedom
from severe frost for many years. I was told, however,
that about twenty-five years ago, nearly all the lemon-
trees in the country were destroyed in one night, which
may account for no very old trees being seen.

During the severe winter of 1859-60 the thermo-
meter descended to zero several nights consecutively
near the seashore. Slight films of ice formed on shallow
pools on the road and near the torrents, and the
highest mountain range was covered with snow to
the level of the olive groves. This alarming state
of things occasioned great dismay in the minds of
the inhabitants, whose principal riches are the lemon
groves. For several nights many of them sat up, in
the greatest consternation, watching the thermometer.
Indeed, there was a complete panic with reference to
this lamentable and unheard-of condition of the wea-
ther. Such feelings and fears plainly indicate that
frost and snow are very unusual and unwelcome visi-
tors. Snow often lies for a few days on the higher
mountains in a most picturesque manner, but on this
occasion it appeared even on the shore level.

On no other part of the Cornice road do lemons
grow as freely as at Mentone. At Cannes they are all
but unheard of, and at Nice they only grow in shel-
tered and protected sites, and not luxuriantly. The
latitude of Sicily, which is four degrees further south,

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































