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112 THE OCEAN WORLD.

riddled with air-cells, This tissue 18 formed of delicate flexible fibres,
uniting in all directions by anastomose,

which are formed by what is termed oscul

but presenting numMerous pores,
ation, having irregular conduits

Fig. 39. Spongis, half the natural slze, attached to its rocky bed. ¢

which connect them. In this tissue certain very small solid bo&ﬁ
are discovered, named spicule. The gpicula are siliceous or -:::ﬂL:;;.retfl},!1
in their nature, varying according to the species, and sometimes varyﬂk.lﬂ
















































































































































156 THE OCEAN WORLD.

bears the name of Stylaster fabelliformis, which 18 represented in
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Fig. 60, Stylaster Aabelliformis ( Lamaick;.

. ; - . : P e g borescent zoophytes.
Fig. 69, will give an excellent idea of these arbe ph
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220 THE OCEAN WORLD.

seize the animal. Swimming towards it, he seized it ; the creature sur-

rounded the person of its assailant with its numerous thread-like
filaments, which were nearly a yard in length ; the young man, over-
whelmed by a feeling of burning pain, cried out for assistance. He® |
had scarcely strength to reach the vessel and get aboard again, before

the pain and inflammation were so violent that brain fever declared
itself, and great fears were entertained for his hfe.” |

Fig. 88. Chrysaora Gandichandi.

The organization is much more complicated than early observe
were disposed to think it. During many ages naturalists were inclined
to imagine, with Réaumur, that the Medusse were mere masses O
organized jelly, of gelatinized water. But when Courtant Dumert
tried the experiment of injecting milk into their cavities, and saw th
liquid penetrating into true vessels, he began to comprehend
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224 THE OCEAN WORLD.

organs of digestion also present arrangements peculiar to themselves ;
the mouth is placed on the lower part of the body, and is pierced at
the extremity of a trumpet-like tube, hanging sometimes like the
tongue of a bell. The walls of the stomach, again, are furnished with
a multitude of appendages, which have their origin in the cavity of
the organ, and which are very elastic. The stomach, furnished with
these vibratile cells, appears to secrete a juice whose function is to
attack the food and render it digestible.

Fig. 91, Cassiopea Andromeda {Tilesius).

In some of the Medusads the central month is absent altogether.
With the Rhizostoma, for nstance, the stomachal reservoir has no
snferior orifice; it communicates latterly with the canals which
descend through the thickness of the arms, and open ab their extremi-
ties throngh a multitude of gmall mouths. These are the root-like
openings from which the animals derive their name of Rhizostoma, |
from the Greek words pifa, ool and oToua, mouth.

The arms of the Rhizostoma are usually eight number, the free !
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Plate XVII—Tridacna glgantea.—Holy Water Basin in the Church of Saint Sulpice at Paris,
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Flate XXIV.— Gigantic Cutile-fish -cunglll by ihe French Corvetle Alecton, near Tenerlfle,
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