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INTRODUCTION.

THE HABITS OF BEETLES, AND HOW
TO CATCH THEM.

The best months for collecting are May and June.
The Carabide, or Ground Beetles, are common In
gardens, and may often be seen running on roads;
they may also frequently be met with under stones,
&e. The Silphide, or Carrion Beetles, live on any
kind of refuse, and the Scarabeide (Dung Beetles)
fly in the evening, and settle on dung.

Many species may be obtained by sweeping the grass
with a net, and also by beating or shaking trees and
shrubs whilst an umbrella is held underneath.

The Longicornia rest on the bark of trees, and the
Curculiomide (Weevils) and Scolytide may be found
on freshly-felled trees and wood piles; whilst the bark
and rotten wood of diseased trees will well repay a
close scrutiny. A large number of beetles will be
found upon flowers, particularly on the Umbellifere,
whilst others are only to be found upon the food-
plant of the larva. A great many species fly by day,
e.g. the Buprestide, and may be caught with the net.

Many of the smaller beetles live under dead leaves
or among moss at the foot of trees. This may be
shaken over a sieve, and what passes through taken
home and carefully examined on a large sheet of white
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the young shoots and leaves of the laurel, gathered
when quite dry and chopped fine.

The best way to kill beetles brought home alive,
unless they are soft, finely pubescent, or of delicate
colouring, is to plunge them into boiling water; but
this must be done rapidly, or the beetle will be softened
and easily come to pieces.

Beetles killed with eyanide of potassium must not
be left in the bottle long, and should soon be taken
out and set; and those treated with boiling water
should also be set immediately ; but those killed with
ether may generally be left till next day, as this
substance tends to keep them longer relaxed; whilst
the specimens in spirit will often keep in the bottle for
weeks or months.

After it has been killed the beetle should be placed
on blotting-paper, and a pin stuck through the right
wing-case. It is then transferred to a thick piece of
cork or turf covered with paper, and the legs and
antennz are spread out with pins and propped in
the position seen on the plates. The beetles will be
dry in a day or two (soonest in hot weather), and can
then be transferred to the collection.
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four sections, it will be further necessary to identify the
species by means of plates and descriptions.

It is best to arrange the species in the cabinet, or
store boxes, in columns, and it is usual to keep three
specimens of those of which several can be obtained.
The name of the family and genus should be written
on a small label at the head of the column, and the
name of the species beneath.

The locality where each specimen was taken is best
written on a small slip of paper, and pinned under the
insect to which it belongs, or it may be placed below or
beside it on a separate pin.

The drawers of an insect cabinet are made of wood,
and should all be of the same size, so as to be inter-
changeable. There is a glass lid, and the bottom is
lined with cork or turf, over which thin white paper
is pasted.

To keep out mites a lump of camphor should be
placed in the corner of the box or drawer, or a few
grains of naphthaline may be substituted.

Of course the collection will increase most quickly
at first, because everything will be new; but as it
grows it will become more and more complete, as the
rarer species are added to it; and in due course the
energetic collector may expect to amass a very
characteristic set of the coleopterous fauna of the
neighbourhood in which be is living.
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