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DONALD INSTRUCTING HIS YOUNG MASTER.

INTRODUCTION.

I savE lived for several years in the northern counties of Scot-
land, and during the last four or five in the province of Moray, a
part of the country peculiarly adapted for collecting facts in
Natural History, and for becoming intimate with the habits of
many of our British wild birds and quadrupeds. Having been

in the habit of keeping an irregular kind of journal and of
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CHAP. 1. MIGRATION OF TROUT. 19

these clear waters always escape the danger by turning back as
soon as they touch the meshes,

The Highland shepherds kill numbers of the spawning trout
in the autumn, in every little stream and rill, however small,
which feeds the lake. At this time of the year the trout are
seized with an irresistible inclination for ascending any running
stream that they can find; and I have seen large trout of several
pounds’ weight taken out of holes in very small runs of water, to
get into which they must have made their way for considerable
distances up a channel where the water could not nearly cover
them. Still, as long as a trout can keep his head against the
stream, so long will he endeavour to work his way up. Numbers
of fish, and always the largest, fall a prey not only to men, but to
every prowling fox or wild cat who passes their way during the
autumn, and all vermin instinctively hunt along the edge of
water during the night time. A trout in shallow water is easily
caught by any of these animals, Even the buzzard and the raven
succeed in capturing them when they are left in small rills, as is
frequently the case, having been tempted to ascend them by some
shower, which swells the water for a short time and then leaves it
as low as ever.




ROEBUCK,

CHAPTER IL

Roe : Mischief done by—Fawns—Tame Roe—FBoy killed by Roe—Hunting Foe : Artifices
of—Shooting Roe—Unlucky shot—Change of colour—Swimming—Cunning Roe.

As the spring advances, and the larch and other deciduous trees
again put out their foliage, I see the tracks of roe and the
animals themselves in new and unaccustomed places. They now
betake themselves very much to the smaller and younger planta-
tions, where they can find plenty of one of their most favourite
articles of food—the shoots of the young trees. Much as I like
to see these animals (and certainly the roebuck is the most per-
























SHOOTING A WITCH.

CHAPTER IIL

Grouse's nest—Partridge nest—Grouse-shooting—DMarten Cat—Witch : Death of—Stags—
Snaring Grouse—Black Game : Battles of—Hybrid Bird—Ptarmigan-shooting—Mist on
the Mountain—Stag—Unsuccessful Stalking—Death of Eagle.

I rounND the nest of a grouse with eight eggs, or rather egg-
shells, within two hundred yards of a small farm-house on a part
of my shooting ground, where there is a mere strip of heather
surrounded by cultivated fields, and on a spot particularly in-
fested by colley-dogs, as well as by herd-boys, ¢/ i@ genus omne.
But the poor bird, although so surrounded by enemies, had
managed to hatch and lead away her brood in safety. I saw




































40 WILD SPORTS OF THE HIGHLANDS. CHAP. III.

MOUNTAIN SCENERY.

us and the sky. After gazing around him, and looking like the
spirit of the mountain, he walked slowly on towards a ridge
which connected two shoulders of the mountain together. Fre-
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CHAP, III. DEATH OF AN EAGLE. 43

where he was; in consequence of his doing so, the eagle fluttered
back a few steps, still, however, keeping his face to the foe. But
coming to the edge of the precipice, he fell backwards over it,
and we saw him tumbling and struggling downwards, as he strove
to cling to the projections of the rock—but in vain, as he came
to no stop till he reached the bottom, where we beheld him,
after regaining his feet for a short time, sink gradually to the
ground. It was impossible for us to reach the place where he
lay dead without going so far round that the daylight would have
failed us. I must own, notwithstanding the reputed destructive-
ness of the eagle, that T looked with great regret at the dead
body of the noble bird, and wished that I had not killed him,
the more especially as I was obliged to leave him to rot uselessly
in that inaccessible place.

PTARMIGATN.



WILD CAT,

CHAPTER IV.

The #ild Cat: Strength of ; Rencontre with—Trapping Tame Cats : Destructiveness of—
Poisoning Vermin— Trapping vermin.

THE true wild cat is gradually becoming extirpated, owing to the
increasing preservation of game; and though difficult to hold
in a trap, in consequence of its great strength and agility, he is
by no means difficult to deceive, taking any bait readily, and
not seeming to be as cautious in avoidifg danger as many
other kinds of vermin. Inhabiting the most lonely and inacces-
sible ranges of rock and mountain, the wild cat is seldom seen
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AFFREAY WITH PFOACHERS.

CH-AEPT ER- V.

Poaching in the Highlandz=—Donald—Peachers and Keepers—EBivouac in Snow—Connivance
of Shepherds—Deer killed—Catching a Keeper—Poaching in the Forests—Shooting
Deer by Moonlight—Ancient Poachers.

I HAD a visit last week from a Highland poacher of some notoriety
in his way, He is the possessor of a brace of the finest deer-
hounds in Scotland, and he came down from his mountain-home
to show them to me, as I wanted some for a friend. The man
himself is an old acquaintance of mine, as I had fallen in with
him more than once in the course of my rambles. A finer speci-
men of the genus Homo than Ronald I never saw. As he passes
through the streets of a country-town, the men give him plenty
of walking-room ; while not a girl in the street but stops to look







































SPFEARING SALMON OR BURNING THE WATER.

CHAPTER VI.

Salmon-fishing— Salmon aﬁt&nd[ng Furdﬁ—l"i:ihcrs—[:rL:iv::.l;—-Right aof l"iﬁhing—z*m-e{:dule—
Salmon-leaps—History of the Salmon—Spearing Salmon—River poaching—Angling—
F]}'—making—]-lu]a—],ﬂmprc}':u

DUuRrING the spring and summer it is an amusmg sight to watch
the salmon making their way up the river. Every high tide
brings up a number of these fish, whose whole object seems to
be to ascend the stream., At the shallow fords, where the river
spreading over a wide surface has but a small depth of water,
they are frequently obliged to swim, or rather wade (if such an
expression can be used), for perhaps twenty }'ards in water of
two inches in depth, which leaves more than half the fish exposed

































THE LONG-EARED OWL.

CHAPTER VIL

Shert-cared Owl: Habits of—Long-cared Owl—Tame Owl—White Owl—Utility of Owls—
Mice—Rats : Destructiveness of—Water Rats: Food of—Killing Rats—Ratcatchers.

AMONGST the migratory birds that pass the winter in this country
is the short-eared owl, Stryx brachyotus: it arrives in October,
sometimes in flights of some number. I have heard from per-
fectly good authority of sixteen or seventeen of these birds hav-













































YELLOW HAMMER'S NEST.

CHAPTER IX

On the Peculiarities and Instinct of different Animals—Eggs of Birds—Nests—Feeding habits
—The Beaks of Birds—Wings of Owl—Instinct in finding Food—Ravens—Knowledge of
Change of Weather —Fish.

THERE are two birds, which, although wild and unapproachable at
every other time, throw themselves during the breeding-season on
the mercy and protection of man : these are the wood-pigeon and
the missel-thrush. Scarcely any bird is more wary than the
wood-pigeon at other times, yet in the spring there are generally
half-a-dozen nests in the most exposed places close to my house,
while the old birds sit tamely, and apparently devoid of all fear,
close to the windows ; they seem to have an instinctive knowledge
of places where they are allowed to go through* the business of
incubation without being molested. In like manner, the missel-
















CHAP, 1X. MATEENAL SOLICITUDE. a5

to herself against the attacks of her otherwise worst enemy. "I
have seen roe throw themselves in the way of danger, in order to
take my attention from their young. No animal is more inclined
to do battle for her young ones than the otter ; and I have known
an instance of an old female otter following a man who was
carrying off her young for a considerable distance, almost disput-
ing the way with him, leaving the water, and blowing at him in
their peculiar manner; till at last, having no stick or other means of
defence, he actually got so frightened at her threats that he laid
down the two young ones and went his way. He returned pre-
sently with a stick he had found, but both old and young had
disappeared. Even a partridge will do battle for her young. A
hen partridge one day surjrised me by rushing out of some cover
(through which I was passing by a narrow path) and flying at a
large dog who accompanied me ; she actually spurred and pecked
him, driving him several yards along the road ; and this done,
she ran at my heels like a barn-door hen. As I passed, I saw
her newly-hatched brood along the edge of the path. I have
known a pheasant do exactly the same thing. Wild ducks, snipes,
woodcocks, and many other shy birds, will also throw themselves
boldly within the reach of destruction in defence of their young,
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WHITE THROAT'S NEST.



THE EAGLE AND MOUNTAIN HARE.

CHAPTER X

The Eagle: Habits; Greediness; Anecdotes of; Killing Eagles; Trapping ; Food of—
The Peregrine Falcon: Manner of Hunting—Tame Faleon: Anccdotes of—Guinea-Hen
and Ducks—The Osprey—The Kite : Trapping—The Buzzard : Nests and Habits of.

I saw an eagle to-day passing southwards, apparently on his way
from the mountains of Sutherland or Caithness to the more
southern heights of the Grampians, The bird" was flying very

|
|




















































THE OTTER IN HIS HAUNTS,

CHAPTER: XII,

The Otter : Habits— Catching of—Shooting—Attachment to each other—Anecdotes—
Fish killed by,

HAvING lately seen the tracks of three or four otters about the

edge of the burn, I had some strong traps placed on a sand-

bank where they were in the nightly habit of landing. For

some unknown reason of their own, they appeared to leave the

water at this bank, and, after going round some alder bushes, to
I















118 WILD SPORTS OF THE HIGHLANDS. CHAP. XII.

the otters do you?” I asked her. * Good, your honour? why
scarcely a morn came but they left a bonny grilse on the scarp
down yonder, and the wennison was none the waur of the bit the
puir beasts eat themselves.” The people here call every eatable
animal, fish, flesh, or fowl, venison, or as they pronounce i,
“vennison.” For instance, they tell you that the snipes are
“ good vennison,” or that the trout are not good “ vennison” in
the winter.

It seems that a few years ago, before the otters had been so
much destroyed, the people on particular parts of the river were
never at a loss for salmon, as the otters always take them ashore,
and generally to the same bank or rock, and when the fish are
plenty, they only eat a small piece out of the shoulder of each,
leaving the rest. The cottagers, aware of this, were in the habit
of looking every morning for these remains.

THE OTTER'S ATTACHK.



THE WEASEL'S WICTIM,

CHAPTER XIIL

Weasels—Ferrets: Fierceness of—Anecdotes—Food of Weasels—Manner of hunting for
FPrey :—The Stoat—Change of Colour—{ldour of—Food of—Their catching Fish :—
Polecat—The Marten Cat—Hahits—Trapping—Eating Fruit—Activity of (—Different

apecies.
THE bloodthirstiness and ferocity of all the weasel tribe is per-
fectly wonderful. The proverb “ L'appétit vient en mangeant”
is well applied to these little animals. The more blood they
spill, the more they long for, and are not content till every
animal that they can get at is slain. A she ferret, with a litter
of young ones, contrived to get loose a few nights back, and
instinctively made her way to the henhouse, accompanied by
her six kittens, who were not nearly halfgrown, indeed their
eyes were not quite open. Seven hens and a number of tame
























A HUNTING BULLDOG.

CHAPTER XIV,

Anecdotes and Instinct of Dogps—Anecdotes of Retriever—Shepherds’ Dops—Sagacity—
]Jrjg!a. and Monkey—Bulldog—Anecdotes of Hhout[ng a Etag—'l'rr::{tmuuL of Dﬁgﬁ.

S0 much has been written, and so many anecdotes told, of the
cleverness and instinct of dogs, that I am almost afraid to add
anything more on the subject, lest T should be thought tedious.
Nevertheless I cannot refrain from relating one or two incidents
illustrating the instinct, almost amounting to reason, that some
of my canine acquaintances have evinced, and which have fallen
under my own notice. Different dogs are differently endowed in
this respect, but much also depends on their education, manner

































138 WILD SPORTS OF THE HIGHLANDS. CcHAP. XIV.

only one of my pets whose inclination to slaughter I cannot
subdue, is a peregrine falcon, who never loses an opportunity of
killing any duck or hen that may venture within his reach. Even
the wild partridges and wood-pigeons, who frequently feed with
the poultry, are left unmolested by the dogs. The terrier, who
is constantly at warfare with cats and rabbits in a state of
nature, leaves those about the house in perfect peace; while the
wildest of all wild fowl, the common mallards and sheldrakes
eat corn from the hand of the * hen-wife.”

Though naturally all men are carnivorous, and therefore
animals of prey, and inclined by nature to hunt and destroy
other creatures, and although I share in this our natural instinct
to a great extent, I have far more pleasure in seeing these differ-
ent animals enjoying themselves about me, and in observing their
different habits, than I have in hunting down and destroying them.

MY FETS,




WOOD-PIGEQNS.

CHAPTER XV,

Increase of Wood-Pigeons and other Birds—Service to the Farmer of these Birds—Tame
Wood-Pigeons: Food of—The Turtle-Dove—Blue Rock-Pigeons—Caves where they
breed—Shooting at the Rocks near Cromarty.

OwING to the decrease of vermin, that is, of all the carnivorous
birds and beasts of the country, there is a proportionate increase
in the numbers of the different living creatures on which they






























WILD DUCEK.

CHAPTER XYI.

Wild Ducks: Edible kinds of—Breeding-places of Mallards—Change of Plumage—Shooting
—Feeding-places—Half-bred Wild Ducks—Anas glacialis—Anas clangula : Habits of—
Teeth of Goosander—Cormorants—Anecdotes,

A FEW years ago I used to see a great many scaup ducks in the
pools and burns near the coast, but now it is very seldom that
I meet with a single bird of this kind ; the last which I killed
here was in the month of July, This is one of the few ducks
frequenting the shore which has not a rank or fishy flavour : out






























CHAP. XVL WATER-FOWL. 150

the bird, as long as life remains, keeps his feathers in a position
to throw off and prevent the water from entering between them.
This power is of course lost to the dead bird, and the water pene-
trating through the outer part of the feathers wets them all. This
appears to be more likely than that the feathers should be only
kept dry by the oil supplied by the bird, as the effect of this oil
could not be so instantaneously lost as to admit of wet as soon
as the bird drops dead, while if the bird be only wounded they
remain dry.

THE SYMPATHETIC MATE.



OYSTER-CATCHERS AT HOME.

CHAPTER XVII.

Birds that come in Spring—The Pewit: Pugnacity ; Nests of ; Cunning—Ring-Dotterel—
Redshank—Oyster-Catcher : Food ; Swimming of ; Nest—Curlew—Redstart—Swallows,
elc.

THE pewit is the first bird that visits us for the purpose of nidi-
fication. About the middle of February a solitary pewit appears
or perhaps a pair, and I hear them in the evening flying from
the shore in order to search for worms in the field. Towards
the end of the month great flocks arrive and collect on the sands,
always, however, feeding inland. It is altogether a nocturnal bird
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WATER-HEN,

CHAPTER XVIII.

Sheldrake : Nest : Food—Teal : Hrr:l:{ﬁng-plnccs : Anecdotes—Landrail ; Arrival of—Cuckoo
—Nightjar : Habits of—Quail—Grebe : Arrival ; Account of Nest and Young—Baldcoot
—Water-Hen—Water-Rail.

BEsIDES the birds mentioned in the last chapter there are several
others which come here to breed, such as the sheldrake, the
corncrake, the cuckoo, etc.

I should certainly call the sheldrake the most beautiful bird
of the duck tribe that visits this country. His clear black and
white plumage, the beautiful bronze on the wing, and the bright































































100 WILD SPORTS OF THE HIGHLANDS. CHAP. XIX,

approach of these marauders; and then the brave little warrior
sallies out, and is not satisfied till he has driven the crow to a
safe distance from the nests of himself and his more peaceable
ally., At least in no other way can I account for these two
birds so very frequently breeding not only in the same range of
rock, but within two or three yards of each other.

SITE OF HERONRY ON THE FINDHORN.
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BEATH OF MY FIRST STAL.

CHAPTER XX
Death of my first Stag.

WHERE is the man who does not remember and look back with
feelings of energy and delight to the day, the hour, and the wild
scene, when he killed unaided his first stag? Of course, I refer



























THE FINDHORN RIVER,

CHAPTER XXIIL

The Findhorn River—Excursion to Suuﬂ:u—Dccr-stn]king—Ehcphﬁr:iﬁ—lIind and Calf—
Heavy Rain—Floods—Walk to, Lodge—Fine Morning—Highland Sheep— Banks of
Eiver—Cottages,

I po not know a stream that more completely realises all one’s
ideas of the beauty of Highland scenery than the Findhorn, tak-
ing 1t from the spot where it 1s no more than a small rivulet,
bubbling and sparkling along a narrow gorge in the far-off recesses
of the Monaghliahd mountains, down to the bay of Findhorn,
where its accumulated waters are poured into the Moray Firth.
From source to mouth, this river is full of beauty and interest.
On a bright August day, the 6th of the month, I joined a friend

!

W

b
|
g
















CHAP. XXII. HEAVY RAIN—FLOODS.
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CROSSING THE BURHN.

The first one that we came to I looked at with wonder. Instead
of a mere thread of crystal water, creeping rather than flowing
through the stones which filled its bed, we had to wade through
a roaring torrent, which was carrying in its course pieces of turf,
heather, and even large stones. We crossed with some difficulty,
holding by each other’s collars. Two or three burns we passed
in this manner, the rain still continuing, and if possible increasing.
I looked round at my companion, and was only prevented from
laughing at his limp and rueful countenance by thinking that he
probably had just as much cause for merriment in my appearance.
The poor hound was perfectly miserable, as she followed me with
the rain running in streams down her long ears.

After some time we came opposite the shealing where we had
been with the shepherds in the morning. And here my com-
panion said that he must leave me, having particular business
with the other men, who had come on purpose to meet him there,
He warned me to be very careful in crossing the burns, as, if I
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THE SENTINEL.

CHAPTER XXIV.

Migration of Birds in October—Wild Swans : Pursuit of { Manner of getting a Shot; Two
killed—Habits of Wild Swan.

Oclober 15t.—THERE is no month more interesting, or productive
of more amusement, both to the naturalist and the sportsman, than
this—many new birds now appear, on their route from their more
northern breeding-places, wending their weary way to the south-
ern shores of the kingdom, where vast numbers fall victims to the

























THE WATER-OUZEL.

CHAPTER XXV,

The Water-Ouzel: Nest; Singular Habits ; Food ; Song of—Kingfisher : Rare Visits of :
Manner of Fishing—Terns : Quickness in Fishing ; Nests of.

For several years a pair of those singular little birds the water-
ouzel have built their nest and reared their young on a buttress

of a bridge, across what is called the Black burn, near Dalvey.
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‘I DASHED MY PLAID OVER HIS HEAD."

CHAPTER XXVI,

The Muckle Hart of Benmore.

Sunday.—THI1s evening, Malcolm, the shepherd of the shealing
at the foot of Benmore, returning from church, reported his having
crossed in the hill a track of a hart of extraordinary size ; and he
guessed it must be “the muckle stag of Benmore.” This was an
animal seldom seen, but which had long been the talk and marvel
of the shepherds for its wonderful size and cunning. They love







































YTHE WHOLE COMMUNITY ATTACKED HIM.™

CHAPTER XXVII.

Different kinds of Gulls : Large Collections of —Breeding-places—Islands on a Loch—Eggs of
Gulls—Young Birds—Food and Voracity of Large Gulls : Salmon-fry killed by—Boat-
swain-Gull—Manner of procuring Food.

As great a variety of the gull tribe frequents the Findhorn Bay
and the Moray Firth as perhaps 1s to be seen in any one locality
in Great Britain. To the uninterested passer-by a gull is a gull,
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262 WILD SPORTS OF THE HIGHLANDS. CHAP. XXVII.

most successfully. They are neatly and powerfully made ; their
colour a kind of sooty dull black, with very little gloss or
shining tints on their feathers. The boatswains seldom appear
here excepting during April and May. All the gull tribe during
their first year are of a dingy and mottled colour, very unlike
the neat and elegant combination of colours they afterwards

acquire.

GULLS COMING INLAND.
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WOODCOCKS TILTING.

CHAPTER XXVIIL

Woodcock's West : Early Breeding of ; Habits of, in Spring ; First Armival of ; Anecdotes
of ; Manner of Carrying their Young—Habits of Snipe—Number of Jack-Snipes—Soli-

tary Snipe.

March 9, 1846.—A WOODCOCK’s nest, with three eggs, was brought
to me to-day. Two years ago, a boy brought me a young wood-
cock nearly full grown, and fledged, in the second week of April
—the exact day I do not remember. Reckoning from this, I
should suppose that the woodcock is about the first bird to hatch

























































BADGER AND WASPS MEST.

CHAPTER XXXI,

The E.‘ldgcr.‘ Ant[quity of ; Cleanliness ; Abode of ; Food ; Family of—Trapping Barl_gr_-rs—
Anecdotes—Escape of Badger—Anecdotes—Strength of—Cruelty to.

AMONGST the aboriginal inhabitants of our wilder districts, who
are hkely to be soon extirpated, we may reckon that ancient,
peaceable, and respectable quadruped, the badger ; of an ancient
family he certainly is—the fossil remains which have been found
prove his race to have been co-existent with that of the mammoths
and megatheriums which once wandered over our island. Though
the elk and beaver have long since ceased to exist amongst us,
our friend the brock still continues to burrow in the solitary and
























290 WILD SPORTS OF THE HIGHLANDS, CHAP. XXXI.

and vulnerable parts. Truly, I always feel a wish to make the
badger and his keeper change places for a few rounds. Not that
I would pay the former so bad a compliment as to suppose that
he would take delight in tormenting even so great a brute as his
gaoler must be.

GROUP OF HIGHLAND DOGS. FROM S5IR E. LANDSEER, R.A.
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"THE NEXT MOMENT HE WAS PASSING FULL BROADSIDE To ME."

CHAPTER XXXII.
Autumn Day on the Mountain—Stags and Hinds—A Bivouac—Death of the Stag.

I the same ratio that steam-boats, railways, coaches, and every
other kind of conveyance were crowded in the months of July
and August with men, dogs, and guns, all travelling northwards,
every road is now occupied by travellers to the south ; for the
cold blasts of the mountain, and the uncertain state of the
weather in the Highlands, drive most of our English sportsmen
back again to the more solid comforts of their own homes,


















CHAP. XXXII. IELLOWING OF STAGS. 207

o THE HEICHT OF THE HILL HE HALTED."

was in deep shade, giving him a most singular appearance, par-
ticularly when combined with his hoarse and strange bellowing.
As the evening closed in, their cries became almost incessant,
while here and there we heard the clash of horns as two rival
stags met and fought a few rounds together. None, however,
seemed inclined to try their strength with the large hart who had
first appeared. The last time we saw him, in the gloom of the
evening, he was rolling in a small pool of water, with several of
the hinds standing quietly round him, while the smaller stags
kept passing to and fro near the hinds, but afraid to approach too
close to their watchful rival, who was always ready to jump up
and dash at any of them who ventured within a certain distance
of his seraglio. “ Donald,” I whispered, “ I would not have lost
this sight for a hundred pounds.” %’Deed, no, its grand,” said


















THE RAVEN.

CHAPTER XXXIII.

Peculiarities and Instinct of Different Animals.

I canNoT conclude these hasty sketches without remarking that
few people are aware of the numberless subjects of interest and
observation to be found in the habits and structure of the com-
monest birds and animals which pass before our eyes every day
of our livess How perfectly are all these adapted to their
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CHAP, XXXIII. INSTINCT IN ANIMALS. 300

even down to the most common small birds and quadrupeds:
and the unoccupied man may always find wherewithal to amuse
himself profitably in watching the instinct which prompts the
every-day proceeding of the animals which are always around us.

HIGHLAND BAROMETERS.



THE STAG AT BAY.

CHAPTER XXXIV.

Coursing Deer,

THoOUGH I am by no means of opinion that running red-deer with
the rough deer-hound is so exciting or so satisfactory a sport as
stalking the noble animal, and attacking him in his fastnesses

with the aid only of a rifle, I have sometimes seen runs with the
5
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YOUNG DUCKS CATCHING MOTHS.

CHAPTER XXXV,

Tameness of Birds when Sitting,

July 15s£.—Ix walking over a field, the grass of which had been
cut the day before, but was not yet carried, I disturbed a land-
rail, who was still sitting on her eggs, notwithstanding the great
change that must have come over her abode, which, from being
covered with a most luxuriant crop of rye-grass and clover, was
now perfectly bare. How the eggs had escaped being broken,
either by the scythe or by the tramping of the mower’s feet, it
is difficult to understand ; but there was the poor bird sitting
closely on her eggs, as if nothing had happened, and on my near
approach she moved quietly away, looking ‘more like a weasel

5
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332 WILD SPORTS OF THE HIGHLANDS. CHAP. XXXV.
snails. As the evening comes on, too, 1t 1s amusing to see them
bent on the same pursuit, and displaying the greatest activity
and skill in catching the large evening moths, as these insects
rise from the grass or fly low over it.

HIGHLAND MOWING.



CURLEW AND GOLDEN FPLOVER.

CHAPTER XXXVL

Variety of Game.

THe list of game killed by my own gun on the z1st of October,
appears in my game-book to have been as follows :—

GBYONSE it ) aas Tl a6
Parteidpes ' o do ainios T3
Woodcock . . 1
BROAEATEN, 26 iale onan e Y
WildvDnClogugags s ioitama il 2T
BOIPEL hs sl 4
Tealics - s ss siown il o
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