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16 THE DOG; AND HOW TO BREAK HIM.

When the game rises, a pistol should be
fired: the whelps ought to drop immediately at
the sound of it, having been previously taught
to do so; but it is possible that they may
manifest a disposition to chase, in which case
“ Down charge,” in angry words first, and sub-
sequently the whip must be used, until they
are perfectly obedient to the words “ Down
charge.” From this "position they must on no
aecount be suffered to move without being told.

Having got thus far, nothing more remains
for the dog-breaker but to practise until the
animals under his care are perfect; and to show
them as much game as possible, that they may
know what it is they are intended to pursue,
and not take to hunting small birds. But
hares will come in their way at times; and
though nothing is easier than te prevent very
young dogs chasing, it becomes a difficult
matter when they have acquired strength and
a will of their own.

If a dog cannot be prevented from chasing
hares by the application of the whip, a trash-
cord to drag some fifteen to twenty yards on
the ground, with a knot at the end, so that
it may check the dog when the foot is placed




























































36 THE DOG; AND HOW TO BREAK HIM.

until it is captured. Continued exertion soon
tires the object of pursuit, and each succeeding
time its stay beneath the surface of the water
is less prolonged; and being at length too
much fatigued to dive with sufficient celerity
to avold its enemies, it is caught. The moor-
hen, when cooked in a similar manner to a
duck, is not a bad dish.

Hunting the moor-hen is but a tedious, slow
diversion ; but if the gun be called into requi-
sition the bird is easily shot as it skims across
the surface of the pond, and a few hours may
be spent in a day, at the latter end of July,
in this way when no other shooting 1s to be
had.

In addition to being headstrong and unruly,
as previously noticed, the water spaniel is offen
surly and ill-tempered, with children even ;
and, except for the business just described, is
scarcely worth the notice of the sportsman.

THE SPANIEL, SPRINGER, OR COCKER.

SpANIELS are invaluable for cover-shooting ;
more especially so for the pursuit of the wood-
cock. There are several varieties, which have
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with wavy (not curly) hair; the ears shorter
than what is generally considered handsome,
or they will catch in the briars and be an
obstruction when hunting; and they may be
selected to hunt mute or otherwise, at the
fancy of the sportsman. For my own part I
like a spaniel to give tongue when certain of
his game, and to open pretty freely when it
rises.

In the selection of a breed of spaniels little
fear need be entertained but that they will hunt:
I never saw one of the breed that was not
almost too eager in that way. Care should
be taken to have hardy animals; and great
attention should be paid to nose. The Clum-
ber breed, and what are called Blenheims, are
lemon and white; the King Charles’s breed
is generally supposed to be black, with tanned
eyes, ears, and belly; and from these have
sprung dogs of almost all colours and every
variety of size. Amongst spaniels a cross from
the terrier is not uncommon ; nor have I much
doubt but that such animals, when properly
trained, are very serviceable in cover. The
terrier is known to possess an exquisite sense
of smell, is of undoubted courage and perse-
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to let the spaniel hunt the moor-hen without
the gun, by so doing he would be taught to
dodge about, and would acquire a habit of
puzzling upon an old scent. When once a dog
does this—Iet it be pointer, setier, or spaniel —
he is comparatively of no value.

The education of the spaniel should, if pos-
sible, commence in the house, yard, or garden,
at a very early age, by drawing a bit of meat
along the ground in a zig-zag manner, and
encouraging him to find it; rewarding him
with food, and caressing him when he has
done so, but carefully preventing his eating
the meat he sought for. As I have previously
observed, all of the breed I ever saw have been
eager to hunt; and to place an effectual check
upon this ardent disposition is the great secret
of training the spaniel. The puppy should
be early taught to crouch at the firing of a
gun or pistol, and compelled to remain in this
position until ordered to move. It is not un-
common for young setters or young pointers
to be afraid of the gun; but I never saw a
spaniel that did not manifest symptoms of
pleasure on seeing it, as well as on hearing it
fired. 'When the puppy is obedient to the call
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winged game in cover, but was mute when a
hare moved away from before him.

It is well known amongst old sportsmen that
~a bird pointed in a hedgerow will, whenever it
1s possible, go out on the side opposite to the
dog ; consequently, if the hedge be a high one,
the chance of a shot is lost, unless the shooter
can also get to the side opposite to the dog.
Sometimes this is not practicable; but, with
a little practice, a sagacious dog may soon be
taught to leave his point, to cross the hedge-
row, and put out the bird, so that the shooter
may have an unobstructed shot. The dog must
be taught to do this by gently leading him
away from the point fo some distance, and then
putting him over, or encouraging him to get
over, the hedge, when he will immediately pro-
ceed to the spot where he knows the bird to
be. A stone may now be thrown into the
hedge, and the bird put up. A dog will
soon get accustomed to this work, and will
in a little time be very apt, of his own ae-
cord, to rush into the hedge from the oppo-
site side, upon a stone being thrown in. This
sort of thing is only practicable with a single
dog; and it would be destructive to a young
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age, when he is afraid of the firing of the gun.
One of the finest young dogs I ever saw, and
one that would find game in the most splendid
style, was useless on this account; and I tried
in vain, the better part of a season, to cure him
of 1t without success.

CONCLUDING REMARKS ON DOG-BREAKING.

THERE can be no doubt but that the man who
breaks his own dog to his own shooting suc-
ceeds better than he who breaks for another.

The dog understands its first trainer best,
and derives its first and strongest impressions
from him, just the same as an infant under-
stands and takes its first impressions from its
mother.

The original trainer has the best and surest
control over the dog; and so long as the animal
remains in his custody it will have more respect
for him than for anybody else.

The dog-breaker should be alone when
instructing a dog. No other person should be
present: and, at first, no other dog; but after
a few lessons a well-broken dog is of essential

service in the tuition of others.












v 53 DISEASES OF DOGS.

Should a dog’s nose at any time feel dry and
warm, it may be taken for granted that the
animal is, to use a phrase of the stable, “amiss.”
In such case it will be found that his sense of
smelling is very much impaired ; in fact, there
1s no better criterion of a dog’s health than the
state of his nose. If it feels cold and moist to
the palm of the hand, it is more than likely that
all 18 right; but if dry and warm, recourse
should be had at once to medicine.

Dogs which run loose, and it is by far the
best plan, when practicable, to allow them to do
so, occasionally gorge themselves with carrion ;
they scent it at a very long distance, and often
make a journey at night to feed upon it.
Nothing so soon injures the olfactory organs as
feeding on carrion; and it has also a tendency
to produce mange, as well as other disease, by
over-heating the blood. Besides, when dogs
stray at night they are sometimes away from
home when their services are required, and often
get into mischief, especially in a country where
there are many sheep ; if a dog once eats part
of a dead lamb or sheep, it is a hundred to one
but he takes to worrying live ones when tempta-
tion comes in his way.
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mended, and never knew it fail in a single one.
In addition to his observations on the subject, I
may remark, that young dogs are seldom
attacked with any disease except the distemper
and fits. The latter are frequently caused by
over-feeding, and will become less frequent, and
cease altogether when the animal is put upon
proper diet and has plenty of exercise; the
former frequently terminates fatally if allowed
to proceed beyond a certain stage, and it is
therefore of the utmost importance that any
altered appearance in the dog should be attended
to in time, the more particularly as I have just
stated that young dogs are seldom attacked by
any other disease.

“The peculiar affliction of the dog, known
by the name of the distemper, like the small-
pox in the human species, generally makes its
appearance in early life, and I scarcely ever
knew an instance of a dog escaping it. The
animal is very rarely afflicted with it a second
time, one instance only falling under my observa-
tion during many years of extensive observation.
I never knew the distemper to present itself
while whelps were sucking; but from the time
they quit the teat it may be expected, and
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incontestibly supported by reason, since nothing
can tend so effectually to check inflammation as
lowering the system. The animal should be
bled very freely—in fact it is almost impossible
to take too much blood from a dog under such
circumstances. Supposing the subject to be a
stout pointer whelp, seven or eight months old,
about five ounces of blood should be takeh from
him. A table-spoonful of syrup of buckthorn
will be found a proper dose for such an animal,
and the quantity may be varied according to the
age and strength of the patient.

“The operation of bleeding a dog should be
thus performed :—place a cord round the ani-
mal’s neck, and draw it sufficiently tight so as to
throw up or elevate the jugular vein; puncture it
longitudinally (not cross-wise) with a common
lancet; and, for the purpose of causing the
blood to flow, the finger should be pressed on
the vein a little below the orifice. When
sufficient blood has been drawn, the puncture
need not be pinned, nor any way closed, as the
dog by holding down his head draws the lips of
the wound together, and the blood forms a
crust upon it immediately; hence the reason
of puncturing the vein longitudinally, since, if
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to contract the distemper to a certain extent,
if he happen to survive it, either by the aid
of human assistance or otherwise, its effects
will frequently be perceived afterwards in mus-
cular twitchings or positive lameness during,
perhaps, the remainder of the animal’s life.

“ I am well aware that there are persons who
profess or pretend to a knowledge of curing the
distemper, about which they in general affect
an air of mystery; there are several repufed
specifics for it also advertised : they altogether
amount to nothing. The nature of the dis-
ease, and particularly its mode of approach,
should constitute the first object of consider-
ation, since it is generally and very justly ad-
mitted, that ‘ when a disorder is understood it
may be considered as half cured; so, after
what has been stated in the preceding pages
on this subject, let the reader judge for himself.

“ Where there are several young dogs, and
one happens to contract the distemper, the rest
should be inoculated immediately, having a
dose of physic administered at the same time.
The disease is thus rendered much milder. A
little mucus taken from the nose of the affected
animal and inserted in the nostrils of the others
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the recollection of the danger incurred by my-
self, as well as by the members of my family,
makes me shudder.

In the year 1847, I had a very handsome
black pointer bitch, six years old, which never
had pups; she was a great favourite, and was
kept a good deal in the house; was very lively,
frolicsome, good-tempered, and fawning as a
spaniel. When young she had the distemper
in rather a violent degree, but it left no twitch-
ing upon her; in fact, up to the period above
named, the bitch was as healthy as any dog
could be. -

In the month of July her usual manner
suddenly changed, and one of my children re-
marked that Di (such was her name) was
unwell. This passed unnoticed by me until
the next day, when my attention was again
called to the circumstance. At this moment
she was engaged in tearing a mat or rug placed
for her to sleep upon, and I became convinced
from her general appearance, and the horrid,
savage glare of her eye, that she was mad.
I distinctly saw her attempt to swallow pieces
of her bed, though I am doubtful if she did
actually swallow them. When I called her
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DUMB MADNESS.

THis appears to be a rediculous term for a
disease which proved fatal (in the only case
which ever fell under my observation) to one of
the finest young pointers ever bred, when he
was eight months old.

The dog kept his mouth open ; the inside of
which appeared darker coloured than usual, and
somewhat swelled. I bled him copiously, which
produced no visible alteration. The next day
all the symptons had increased, and I observed
that he was unable to swallow, though he made
many attempts both to eat and drink—par-
ticularly the latter ; but the water or the milk,
which, by putting his nose into the vessel, he
contrived to get into his mouth, uniformly ran
out again; and he appeared utterly unable to
pass it down his throat. He licked his fore-legs
very much, and appeared to have a trifling dis-
charge of saliva. All this time, however, the
dog was not only sensible but in good spirits ; -
and evidently experienced little pain. He died
from want of food ; not being able to swallow.
The lungs, the liver, and indeed all those parts
of the animal organization were unaffected; and











































78 THE GAME LAWS.

‘“ Stat. 18 Geo. III. ¢. R0.

“ Stat. 39 Geo. IIL. c. 34.

‘“ Stat. 43 Geo. 111 ¢. 112,

“ Stat. 48 Geo. III. c. 93.

“ Stat. 50 Geo. IIIL. ¢. 67.

“ Stat. 58 Geo. III. c. T5.

“ Stat. 59 Geo. I1II. ¢. 102,

‘ And all statutes, continuing or perpetuating any
of the aforesaid statutes or parts thereof, so far as
relates to the continuing or perpetuating of the same
respectively.”

The preamble of the Act then enacts the follow-
ing provisions, in lieu of those of the repealed
statutes.

The second section of the Act enacts that the
word ‘‘game” shall include hares, pheasants, par-
tridges, grouse, heath or moor game, black game,
and bustards.

By sect. 3, persons killing or taking geme, or
using any dng, gun, net, or other engine or instru-
ment for the purpose, on Sunday or Christmas-day,
shall forfeit any sum not exceeding £5; and persons
killing or taking any partridge between February
the 1st and September the 1st; or any pheasant
between February the 1st and October the 1st; or
any black game (except in Somerset or Devﬂn or
in the New Forest, Southampton) between Decem-
ber the 10th and August 20th; or in Somerset,
Devon, or the New Fﬂl‘ﬂﬂt-, between December the
10th and September the 1st; or any grouse between
December the 10th and August the 12th; or any
bustard between March the 1st and September the
1st, shall forfeit for every head of game so killed or
taken, any sum not exceeding £1, with costs of con-
viction. And persons putting, or causing to be put,
with intent to destroy or injure any game, any poison












82 THE GAME LAWS,

land is by this Aet given to any lessor or landlord,
in exelusmn of the right of the occupier of such land
or where such exclusive right has been, or shall be
specially reserved by or granted to, or belungs to the
lessor, landlord, or any other person than the occu-
pier, then, if the occupier shaJJ pursue, kill, or take
any game upon such land, or give permission to any
other person so to do, without the authority of the
lessor, landlord, or other person having the right of
kL]lmg game on 'such land, such occupier ghall forfeit,
for every head of game so killed or taken, any sum
not exceeding £2, with costs of conviction —Sect.12.
By seetinn 13, lords of manors, &e., may appoint
gamekeepers within the same, and authorize them to
seize and take all dogs, nets, and other engines and
instruments for the killing or taking of game from un-
certificated persons within the limits of such manors.
By section 14, lords of manors, &e., may grant
such deputations to persons acting as gamekeepers,
or employed in any other capacity by other persons.
The 15th section empowers persons possessed of
lands in Wales of the clear annual value of £500,
whereof he shall be seised in fee or as of freehold,
or to which he shall otherwise be beneficially entitled
in his own right, to appoint gamekeepers: but the
16th section requires all appointments of game-
keepers to be registered with the clerk of the peace.
The 17th section enacts, that every person who
shall have obtained an annual game certificate may
sell game to persons licensed to deal in game accord-
ing to this Act; but that no gamekeeper on whose
certificate a less duty than £4 0s. 10d. has been
paid shall sell any game, except on the account and
with the written authority of his employer; and that
if he does he may be proceeded agamst as if he had
not had a game certificate.
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Persons licensed to deal in game under this Aect -
must annually, and during the continuance of their
license, obtain a certificate on payment of a duty of
£2 to the collector or collectors of the assessed
taxes, from whom they shall receive a receipt on
payment of one shilling; which receipt they shall
get exchanged for a certificate under this Act, in
like manner as receipts for the duty in respect of
killing game are exchanged for game certificates ;
and if any person obtaining a license under this Act
shall purchase or sell, or otherwise deal in game as a
licensed dealer, before he shall obtain a certificate in
exchange for such receipt, he shall, for every offence,
forfeit £20.

The collectors are to make out lists of persons
who have obtained licenses to deal in game, and are
to produce the same to all persons making applica-
tion at seasonable hours to inspect them, on payment
of one shilling.—Sect. 20.

By sect. 25, if any person not having obtained a
game certificate (except such person be licensed to
deal in game according to this Act) shall sell, or offer
for sale, any game to any person whatever ; or if any
person authorized to sell game under this Act shall
sell, or offer for sale, any game to any person what-
ever, except a person licensed to deal in game, he
shall forfeit for every head of game so sold, or offered
for sale, any sum not exceeding £2, with costs of
conviction.

And if any person, not being licensed to deal in
game according to this Aect, shall buy any game
from any person whatever, except from a person
licensed to deal in game according to this Aect, or
bond fide from a person affixing to the outside of the
front of his house, shop, or stall, a board purporting
to be the board of a person licensed to deal in game,
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mary means should be provided for protecting it
from trespassers, enacts, that any person committing
trespasses, by entering or being in the daytime upon
any land, in search or pursuit of game, woodeocks,
&c., shall forfeit any sum not exceeding £2, with
costs of convietion ; and that if any persons, to the
number of five or more together, commit any tres-
pass, by entering in the daytime upon any land in
search of game, &c., each of them forfeit not less
than £5; with costs of conviction; the leave and
license of the occupier of the land so trespassed upon
shall not be a sufficient defence in any case where
the landlord, lessor, or other person shall have the
right of killing game upon such land by virtue of
any reservation or otherwise; but that such land-
lord, &e., shall, for the purpose of prosecuting for
each of such two offences, be deemed to be the legal
occupier of the land; and that the lord or steward
of the crown of any manor, lordship, or royalty, shall
be deemed to be the legal occupier of the land of the
wastes or commons within such manor, lordship, &e.

The 31st sect. enacts, that if any person shall be
found upon any land, or upon any of the crown
forests, parks, chases, or warrens in the daytime, in
search or pursuit of game, or woodeocks, snipes,
quails, landrails, or conies, any person having the
right of killing the game upon such land, by virtue
of any reservation or otherwise as is provided for
by this Aect, or the occupier of the land (whether
there shall or shall not be any such right by reserva-
tion or otherwise), or any gamekeeper or servant
of either of them, or any person authorized by
either of them, or for the warden, ranger, verderer,
under-keeper, or other officer of such forest, &e.,
may require the person so found forthwith to quit
the land whereon he shall be so found, and also to
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the Legislature has deemed it advisable to sanction
their being destroyed by occupiers, much on the
same terms long previously permitted in reference
to rabbits. For this purpose, a measure was framed,
and passed on the 22nd of July, 1848, 11 and 12 of
Vie., c. 29, entitled “ An Act to enable persons
having a Right to kill Hares in England and Wales,
to do so by themselves, or persons authorized by
them, without being required to take out a Game
Certificate.” Though not altogether bearing on the
gun, it still is sufficiently so to warrant a summary
of its provisions here.

The statute commences by declaring that, from
the damage which has been, and is continually done,
by hares, to the produce of inclosed lands, and the
great losses that have thereby accrued, and do accure, .
to the occupiers of such lands, it is expedient that
persons in the actual occupation of these lands, or
the owners thereof who have the right of killing
game thereon, should be allowed to take, kill, and
destroy hares, without the obtaining of an annual
game certificate, or the payment of any duties of
assessed taxes which might otherwise be incurred
by the use of dog, gun, net, or other engine for that
purpose. The Act provides, accordingly, that any
persons in actual occupation of inclosed lands, or any
owner thereof who has the right of killing game
thereon, or any person directly authorized by him in
writing according to the form annexed, shall not, for
killing hares, be liable to any of the penalties in
force by divers laws referring to the duties on game
certificates, or by other taxes bearing upon the
agents used in killing game. Special mention is
made of

48 George II1., c. 55,
52 George IIL., ¢. 93,
3 and 4 Viectoria, ¢. 17;
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