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BEAUTIFUL LEAVED PLANTS.

CALATHEA ZEBRINA.

( Maranta zebrina. )
FLATE 1.

“No tree in all the grove but has its charms,
Though each ita hue peenliar; paler some

And of a wannish grey; the willow such,

And poplar, that with silver lines his leaf,

And ash, far-stretehing his umbrageons arm;

Of deeper green the elm; and deeper still,

Liord of the woods, the long-gnrviving oalk.

Some glossy-leaved, and shining in the sun,

Wow green, now tawny, and ers anlumn yet

Has changed the woods, in scarlet honours bright."

Cowper.
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ANECTOCHILUS XANTHOPHYLLUS.

PFLATE YI1I.

“"Frowers as the changing seasons roll along
Still wait on earth, and added beaunties lend.
Around the smiling Spring, a lmfe]]y throng
With eager rivalry her steps attend;
Others with Summer's brighter glories blend;
Some grace mild Autumn’s more majestic mien;
While some few lingering blooms the brow befriend
Of hoary Winter, and with grace serene
Enwreath the king of storms with mercy's gentle sheen.”

Bernard Barion,

A MAGXNIFICENT genus of stove evergreens from Java, India, and
Ceylon, growing in the hedgerows. The name is derived from two
Greek words Oneoikios—open, and chetlos—a lip, in reference to the
spreading apex of the lip. Linneus, 20.—Gynandria, 1.—Monandria.
Natural order Orchids, [ Orchidacee. )

The natives of Ceylon call the Anwmcfochilus setaceus the ““King of
the Woods,” not from the flowers, which are insignificant, but from
the leaves, which are the most beautiful among plants. The different
varieties have rich velvety leaves, having a metallic lustre, and being
curiously inlaid with streaks of golden and frosted net-work, some of
the species having in addition a broad golden band down the centre
of each leaf.







































18 BEGONIA REX.

BecoN1a is named after M. Begon, a French patron of botany.

A numerous genus of stove evergreen shrubs, herbaceous perennials,
or tuberous-rooted plants. Native of Jamaica, Brazil, the West Indies,
East Indies, Guatemala, Mexico, Peru, Cape of Good Hope, South
America, Nepaul, ete. Varying in height from six to sixty inches.

A most lovely tribe of plants, beautiful both for their leaves and flowers.

Begonia rex is a native of South America.

It was introduced into this country in the year 1857, by Messrs.
Rollisson, of Tooting, who received it from M. Linden, a nurseryman
at Berlin.

B. Rex is the most magnificent of the species, and will give place
only to seedling varieties raised from it last year by Messrs. Rollisson,
of Tooting. Amongst them there are some of the finest variegated-
foliaged plants that it would be possible to conceive, and the cultivator
of this class of plants will hail these additions with gratification.

An evergreen herbaceous stove plant, requiring a moist atmosphere.

Summer temperature from 70° to 80° winter temperature from 60°
to 65°

The leaves are large, of an oblique-oval shape. Ground-colour of
the leaf a dark green, having a broad band of pure white about
mid-way between the margin and the centre. Petioles reddish green,
covered with short hairs. Stem short.

Flowers pretty but not showy, and of a pale yellowish white on the
upper surface, and light brown underneath. :

Culture. Soil, a light rich compost of sandy turfy loam, sandy
fibrous peat, and decayed leaves in equal parts. The plants should
be rather under-potted, as when in too large pots the variegation is
not so clear. :

Propagated by the leaf. Take a moderate-sized leaf, lay it flat on
the surface of a pot filled with sand, cut the ribs into several divisions,
and peg the leaf down with small hooked sticks, place the pot on a
heated surface and cover with a hand-glass. Shade from the sun,
and keep the internal air moderately moist. In a very short time roots
will be produced at the base of each division, and young leaves will
appear, gradually forming a mew plant, which may then be carefully
taken up and potted, and replaced for a short time in a close moist
heat until fresh growth is perceived, after which gradually inure them
to bear the full light and air. Re-pot frequently. In six months the
plants so treated will be a foot across, bearing numerous large splendid
leaves.

Our thanks are due to Messrs. Rollisson, of Tooting, for a plant
of this species.






























































































DIEFFENBACHIA SEGUINA.—Var. MACULATA.

PLATE XI¥.

“0On! could we wake from sorrow; were it all
A troubled dream like this, to cast aszide
Like an untimely garment with the morn;
Could the long fever of the heart be cool'd
By a sweet breath from nature; or the gloom
Of a bereaved affection pass away
With looking on the lively tints of flowers—
How lightly were the spirit reconciled
To make this beautiful bright world its home."”

Willis.

By some authors united with Caladium.

Diffenbachia seguina is a native of South America.

It is said that this plant has the power, when chewed, of swelling
the tongue and destroying the power of speech. Dr. Hooker gives an
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BEGONIA REX.—Var. NEBULOBA. °

ROLLISSON.
FILLATE XYV.

“Tue bard of night, the angel of the spring,
O'er the wild minstrels of the grove supreme,
Near his betrothed flower expands his wing:
Wake, lovely rose, awake, and hear thy poet sing!
The night iz past; wake, Quneen of every Hower,
Breathing the soul of spring in thy perfume,
The pearls of morning are thy wedding dower,
Thy bridal garment is a robe of bloom!
Wake, lovely flower! for now the winter's gloom
Hath wept itself in April showers away;
Wake, lovely flower! and bid thy smiles assume
A kindred brightness with the rosy ray
That streaks the floating clouds with the young blush of day."

AxorHeEr of those beautiful seedlings raised in 1858, by Messrs.
Rollisson, of Tooting.

The leaves of the wvariety in question are covered in clusters with
white spots; in the centre of each spot is a single red hair, which
gives the plant a very distinct appearance.





































MARANTA WARSCEWICZII.

PLATE XYVYII.

#0 nany, leave thy silken thread
And flowery tapestrie,

There’s living roses on the bush,
And blossoms on the foe s

Stoop where thou wilt, thy careless hand
Some random bud will meet;

Thon canst not tread, but thon wilt find
The daisy at thy feet.”

Huad,

Namive country Central America. Introduced in 1854, by M.
Warscewicz, and named after that botanist.

A strong-growing evergreen herb, requiring the heat of the stove;
leaf-stem one foot high; leaves two feet long and six inches broad,
having feathery stripes of a yellowish green on each side of the midrib,
running parallel with the margin. This is a fine strong-foliaged species.

Culture. Quite as easy to grow as the old favourite Maranta
zebrina. Soil, a rich compost of strong fibry loam, sandy peat, vegetable
mould, and well-decomposed cow-dung, in equal parts, with a sprinkling
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CALADIUM ARGYRITES.
PLATE XXII.

Briss flowers, fresh flowers, for the bride to wear!
They were born to blush in her shining hair;

She is leaving the home of her childhood’'s mirth,
She hath bid farewell to her father’s hearth;

Her place is by another's side—

Bring flowers for the locks of the fair young bride!

Bring flowers to the shrine where we kneel at prayer,
They are nature's offering, their place is thers;
",'l_'hl:}' Hpnflk af hu;u: to the ﬂl.'mtiuq_ heart,
With a voice of promise they come and part;
They sleep in the dust in wintry hours,
Then break forth in glory—bring flowers, bright flowers!
Mrs. Hemana.

For a description of this genus refer to Caladium bicolor, page 7.

Native country the banks of the Amazon River, in South America.

Introduced in 1857, by M. Chantin, a Nurseryman near Paris.

Description. A lovely, tuberous-rooted, stove herbaceous perenial,
with arrow-head-shaped leaves, of small size. Ground light green,
with white centre, and margins of the same; the rest of the leaf
irregularly spotted with white. © This is a gem of its kind, very beautiful,
and well worthy of general cultivation,










—— ——— .










ey

S

MARANTA FASCIATA.

PLATE XXIII.

I rove to go forth era - the dawn to inhale

The health-breathing freshness that floats in the gale;
When the thorn smﬁ the woodbine are bursting with buds,
And the throstle is heard in the depths of the woods;
When the verdure grows bright where the rivulets run,
And the primrose and daisy look up at the sun.

At meridian I love to revisit the bowers,

'Mid the murmur of bees and the breathing of flowers,
When the boughs of the orchard with froitage incline,
And the clusters are ripe on the stem of the vine

I love too at evening to rest in the dell,

Where the tall fern is drooping above the green well;
When the vesper-star burns, when the zephyr-wind blows,
And the lu of the nightingale ruffles the rose.

There is arvest of 'ﬁm}wmdgc in all that T see,

For a Hmnﬂ or o leaf is a treasure to me.

J. 0. Princa.

For a description of this genus refer to Maranta regalis, page 41.

Native country Brazil. Introduced in 1857, by M. Linden, a conti-
nental nurseryman, to whom we are much indebted for many of our
beautiful ornamental-foliaged plants.

Description. A half-shrubby stove plant, with leaves nearly heart-
shaped, eight inches long by six inches wide at the broadest part,
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CROTON VARIEGATUM ANGUSTIFOLIUM.

PLATE XLI.

A thing of beaunty is a joy for ever:

Itz loveliness imcreases; it will never

Pass into nothingness; but still will keep

A bower of quiet for us, and a sleep

Full of sweet dreams, and health, and quiet breathing.
Therefore on every morrow are we wreathing

A flowery band to bind us to the earth,

Spite of despondence, of the inhuman dearth

Of moble natures, of the gloomy days,

OF all the nnhealthy and o'er-darken’d ways
Made for our searching: yes, in spite of all,
Some shape of beauty moves away the pall

From our dark spirits. Suoch is the sun, the moon,
Trees old and young, sprouting a shady boon

For simple sheep; and such are daffodils,

With the green world they live in, and clear rills
That for themselves a cooling covert make
'Gainst the hot season; the mid-forest brake,
Rich with a sprinkling of fair musk-rose blooms;
An endless fountoin of immortal drink,

Pouring unto us from the heaven's brink."”

Keats,









ALLARIA MAJALIS VARIEGATA,

XLII '














































HOYA CARNOSA FOLIIS VARIEGATA..

THE YARIEGATED-LEAVED HOYA.

PLATE XLIV,

Tue bloom is on the cherry-tree, the leaf iz on the elm,

The bird and butterfly have come to claim their fairy realm;
Unnumbered stars are on the earth, the fairest who can choose,
When all are painted with the tints that form the rainbow hunes?
What spirit-wand hath wakened them?—the branch of late was bare,
The world was desclate, but now there's beauty everywhere.

Yes, the aweet and merry sunshine has unfolded leaf and flower,

To tell us of the Infinite, of Glory, and of Power.

Mliza Cook.

Narturar order Asclepiads, ( Aselepiadaces.) Linnwus, 5. — Pentandria,
2. — Digynia.
Native country Asia.
Introduced from the Ghent Nurseries in 1850.
The genus Hoya was named in honour of Thomas Hoy. The various
species bear remarkably handsome flowers, very waxy in appearance,
N



90 HOYA CARNOSA FOLIIS VARIEGATA.

especially H. della and H. imperialis; however, the present book being
devoted to “Beautiful Leaved Plants,” our description is confined to
those whose leaves are variegated,

Descriptim}. Leaves thick and fleshy, oval-shaped, about three inches .
long by an inch and a half wide, and richly variegated. A climbing
evergreen stove plant of considerable beauty. Its flowers are in drooping
umbels, each flower producing a drop of pure honey; hence it has
been called the Honey Plant. This variety produces the same kind
of l_Elowers as Hoya carnosa, but not so freely, which may be owing
to its requiring age before it flowers.

Culture. Summer temperature 65¢ to 70° winter 50° to 55°. This
plant requires a poor open soil: the best compost for it consists of
loam, peat, and little pieces of broken pots or bricks and old lime
rubbish in equal parts, well mixed together. The plant should be
kept rather under-potted, in order to keep its variegation more distinct.
The season for re-potting is early spring. Take the plant to the potting-
bench, turn it carefully out, then pick out the old drainage and as
much of the old soil as can be taken away without injuring the roots
of the plant. Drain the fresh pot well, cover the drainage with a
layer of moss or rough peat, place the ball in the centre, cover it with
the new compost till the pot is full, then give a smart stroke or two
on the bench, to settle the soil firmly about the plant. Give no water
for a week or two, till fresh roots are produced, then a gentle watering,
and increase the quantity as the plant grows and the season advances.
In the autumn and winter months give water very moderately, if any,
for if kept wet the roots must perish.

As this is a climbing plant, and requires training, the best plan is
to form a kind of balloon-shaped trellis. Procure a number of neat
sticks, painted green, thrust them in the pot at equal distances, close
to the side, then place a stout wire ring rather wider in diameter than
the pot, about half-way between the rim of the pot and the top of
the sticks. Tie each stick to the ring, then bring their tops together,
and tie them securely. Draw the shoots of the plant through the sticks,
and train them at equal distances round the trellis. When the trellis
is covered with shoots and leaves it forms a very handsome object.

Propagation. By cuttings and leaves. Take them off, and lay them
on a shelf for a day or two, to heal up the wounds and stop the
bleeding. Then put them round the sides of the pot, well drained,
and plunge the pot in a moist heat, giving but little water till roots
are emitted. It strikes very easily and quickly. When sufficient roots
are emitted, pot them off separately, placing them again in a moist
heat, until they are established, then treat as the parent plant,
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CORDYLINE (DRAC/HENA) INDIVISA.

UNDIVIDED CLUB PALM.

PLATE LII.

“Ta the heart of a roze I told it
And the perfume, sweet and rave,
Growing faint on the blue bright ether,
Was lost in the balmy air,”

A. A. P. (Cornhill Magazine.)

1 Cordyline, Club Palm, (from Kordyle—a club.) Natural order Lily-
8 worts, (Liliacee,) Linnweus, 6.—Hezandria, 1.—Monogynia.
' Native country New Zealand.

Introduced by Messrs. J. and C. Lee, Nurserymen, Hammersmith,
near London, in 1852.

Description. In its native country this plant attains the height of
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PTERIS CRETICA, VAR. ALBO-LINEATA.
PLATE LIIT.

For an account of this genus see Pleris argyreea, page 75,

Pteris eretica, of Linneus, Swartz, Willdenow, Hooker, Moore, and
J. Smith, is known also as the Pleris semiserrata of Forskal, the P.
leta of Wallich, P. heterophyllus of Poiret, P. serraria of Swartz and
Willdenow, P. pentaphylla of Willdenow, P. nervosa of Thunberg, P.
vittata of Bory, P. multiaurita of Agardh, and P. triphylla of Martens
and Galleotti; the P. stenophylle of Hooker and Greville being also
considered a wvariety of P. crefica.

This species is a native of various parts of India, including Caleutta,
Nepal, Simla, Mussoorie, Punjaub, Boutan, and Sikkam-Himalaya, (at
a height of six thousand feet above the sea.) Also of Java, Ceylon,
Luzon, Sandwich Islands, Feejee Islands, Loochoo, Mexico, Guatemala,
Persia, South Africa, Arabia, Abyssinia, Corsica, Crete, Nice, and
Siberia—in the Caucasian provinces,

The present variegated variety has already obtained the synonyme
of bicolor by some of the London Nurserymen,












DIOSCOREA DISCOLOR.

TWO-COLOURED YAM.

PLATE LIV.

* Ay, there are some good things in life, that fall not away with the rest,
And of all best things npon earth, I hold that a faithful friend is the best.
For woman, Will, is a thorny flower: it breaks, and we bleed and smart :
The blossom falls at the fairest, and the thorn runs into the heart.

And woman's love is a bitter fruit; and, however he bite 1t, or sip,
There's many a man has lived to curse the taste of that froit on his lip.
But never was any man yet, as I ween, be he whosoever he may,
That has known what a true friend is, Will, and wish’d that knowledge away.
* * & L E ] £ #
And just one fallure more or less to a life that seems to be,
(While I lie looking upon if, as a bird on the broken tree
She hovers about, ere making wing for a land of lovelier growth,
Brighter blossom, and purer air, somewhere far off in the south.)
» » * * ® . *
Surely I knew, (who better ) the innermost secret of each
Bird, and beast, and flower. Failed I to give to them speech?
All the pale spirits of storm, that sail down streams of the wind,
Cleaving the thunder-cloud, with wild hair blowing behind ;


























































118 HEDERA HELIX.

a green or variegated carpet, in localities where nothing else will grow.

The group of Ivies figured need not be described further than by
reference to the plate:—No. l.—Hedera latifolia maculata. 2.—H.
Hibernica folits-variegata. 3.—H. heliz maculata. 4.—H. New silver
edge. 5.—H. Gold stripe. 6.—H. elegantissima. T—H. Old silver edge.

The above are all hardy evergreen climbers, except under extraordi-
nary circumstances, as for instance, the intense cold of Christmas, 1860,
when 40° of frost played sad havoc amongst them. FEven the common
English Ivy became all but deciduous in this neighbourhood, as indeed
also did the Common Holly.

Propagation by cuttings, on a north border in sandy soil, kept moist
in autumn,

The Common Ivy, (Hedera heliz,) will grow to the height of forty
feet and upwards, and has sometimes a stem of great thickness. At
Brockley Hall, Somersetshire, one has a stem twelve inches in diameter;
at Morpeth another has a girth of one foot seven inches; at Gigean,
near Montpellier, De Candolle describes one six feet in circumference
at the base, covering seventy-two square yards, and being four hundred
and thirty-three years old. Near Fountain’s Abbey is an Ivy, the
stem of which is two feet three inches in girth.

The Ivy varies considerably in its habit at different periods of its
growth, as it does also in the shape of its leaves. When young it
has a brittle, climbing, rooting stem, with alternate three or five-lobed
leaves, which in winter, with its rich dark shading on a brilliant deep
green leaf, adds greatly to the beauty of the plant. As the plant
increases in size, the lobes of the leaves become wider, and the stem
less brittle. Opposite the leaves are pushed forth tufts of fibrous roots,
which must not be confused with the tufted fibres, by the aid of
which the plant clings to its support; the latter are produced from all
parts of the stem mearest to the wall, or other support to which it is
clinging; and it is worthy of remark that if the branches are crawling
on the ground, these fibres are invariably absent.

When Ivy has reached the summit of its support, it undergoes a
change in habit, its climbing character ceases, and in lieu, erect branches
of tufted foliage are produced deyoid of roots or tendrils, and the
form of the leaf is changed from the palmate to a lengthened oval
shape; it then forms a bush two or three feet in height, surmounted
by abundance of branches of interesting greenish flowers, each flower
furnished with a separate stalk, consisting of five green petal&:, five
stamens, and one pistil, The blooming time is October, and by Christmas
ripe berries take the place of flowers. The flowers are m.uch esteemed
by many kinds of flies, wasps, bees, and some butterflies; and the








































CISSUS PORPHYROPHYLLUS.

PLATFE LIX.

Tur world has its flowers, ‘midst troublesome weeds,
Looking up to the san with delight;

Envin&; sg:wmg from the ground, from the smallest of seeds,
To drink the sweet dews of the night.

L.

i Tuis fine climber was discovered in India by Mr. Thomas Lobb,
the eminent traveller for Messrs. Veitch. :

Description. A stove climber, with slender stems, rooting at the
joints, and producing heart-shaped leaves, about five inches long, of a
brilliant emerald green in the young stages of growth, changing as they
become older to a rich purplish green. The leaves are convex, and
being also longitudinally ribbed, with the rib depressed, the satiny
richly-shaded surface is shewn to much advantage; the under surface
is purple, and along the course of the veins on the upper surface are
irregular, angular, livid, or pale pink fleaks or blotches. Cissus por-
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