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INTRODUCTION

THERE are few existing Institutions that possess
more sterling claims upon the sympathy and sup-
port of British men and women than the Royal
National Lifeboat Institution. It has been the
means of saving thousands of men, women, and children from a watery grave; it has

rescued hundreds of thousands of pounds of merchandise from destruction; and, by













SIR EDWARD BIRKBECK, BART.

Vice-President, Trustee, and Chairman, Reyal National Lifeboat Institution.
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Lifeboat Institution, it is curious to note how,
when its fortunes have ebbed, it required
some great disaster to wake up the people to
a sense of their duty towards it. The Institu-
tion appears, indeed, to have owed its origin,
among other causes, to the fact of numerous wrecks
having occurred in Douglas Bay, the personal experience
of which, in his efforts to save life, moved Sir William
Hillary to take public action, and to issue, in 1823, a
powerful appeal to the nation for help. Then, when
its fortunes had gone down to the lowest point in

1849, there occurred a fearful disaster in December of
A












ME. CHARLES W. MACARA, J-P.

Member of the Commiitee of M

anagement of the Royal National Lifehoat Inst

itution, and
Originator of the Lifehoat Saturday and Sunday Movement






























CHARLES E. FISH

Ex-Coxsw;

of the lifebont Bradford, Eamsgate, Kent; now Under-Harbourm:
He has received, besides numerous other medals, tl

ever granted in this country, for saving

ster, Ramsgate,
uon Lold Second Service Ll;l'l_-
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TO A WRECK
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Fpame * Biowck aned T,
THE GREAT GALE ON THE SOUTH COAST

At Dungeness on Sunday morning the Littlestone lifeboat put out to sea in answer to signals
of distress from the barque foliaune Marie, of Christi

The boat could not get near
the vessel owing to the force of wind and waves, and was drifted by the heavy seas past her on
to the shore. The Bufals lileboat was then manned by volunteers, drawn over the shingle to
the east of the wreck, and launched; she reached the fokanwe Marie and was capsized ; the

men were washed ashore, and two of them drowned. Notwithstanding this, fresh wolunteers
from the crowd were found to man the Byfale a second time, and she put to sea again, but again
in vain. A fourth attempt was made to zave the eleven Norwegian sailors, who had been now
twelve hours in the rigging, by the Dover lifeboat, and this time they were rescued. This is but

a sample of what onr south-coast men will do.—flack and Fiife, November 25, 18g3.
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THE LIFEEOAT MEMORIAL GRAVESTONE, SOUTHEFORT

Frome a Phoforragh by [ W, Wood, Marfle, from * Lifeboat Saturday

Sournal, fent &y Mr, foln Heywood, MWanckester.
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THE LIFEBOAT ‘SAMUEL PLIMSOLL®






CAHORE STATION 69

seemed no possibility of saving the ship. A heavy sea at

this time struck the lifeboat, filling her to the gunwale,

WILLIAM FOTTER.

when an American seaman, not knowing the self-freeing

capabilities of the boat, and fearing a repetition, immediately
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g2 THE BOOK OF THE LIFEBOAT

13th October 1822, She came ashore at Redear: the crew
of 13 were rescued safely by the help of a coble, but one
boy died afterwards.

JACKIE STONEHOUSE

Old Jackie begins as follows :—
“Ah knaw as weel aboot it es if it was tae-neet,— it was
belaw Reed-Howls, an it was sike! a ship as niver cam tae

Ridcar—naebody expected, they wadn’t creedit it, ‘at there













96 THE BOOK OF THE LIFEBOQAT

an’ cam ashoore. Noo, mahnd what Ah’s sayin’ tae ye !
Noo then, t’ Love-tenant™ o' Coastguard at Sa-atburn telt

his men tae git their own bo-at oot ; he aimed at makkin’ a

RICHARD FPICKNETT
Coxswain of Free Gardeners’ Boat, Fedcar, t877-84

prize on her, dee-ant ye see? Why then they went off tiv
her an’ gits aboo-ard. Noo, then, t’ sea grew despate fast,
an’ began tae brik aboo-ard on her. Word cam tae Ridcar,

an’ t’ drum went aboot, an’ we gits t’ lifeboat oot, Ah was
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THE OLD REDCAR LIFEBOAT 105

mornin’, an’ maist of t’ fishermen went off tiv her tae assist
in getting of her off, an’ t’ sea began tae grow, sir; then,

yoo see, me an’ owld Jim Thompson an’ Charlie Cole, we

* The Lifeboatmran, from @ paiufing
dy Mr, IF, Waodhewse, Movecambe,

WILLIE DOBSON
of Redcar, aged 74, Master of the Old Lifeboat

were waitin’ in a cobble near t’ ship, we were gaine off tae
assist, an’ t’' sea was comin’ in despate fast, an’ they towld

us we'd far betther come ashoore till t' tahde flowed a






THE OLD REDCAR LIFEBOAT 107

rocket apparatus and the lifeboats, mustered in expectation
of their services being required. Although the shore was
strewn with wreckage, and four vessels were lying within
sight of each other, no lives were lost. Coatham pier was
broken through in two places. The schooner Grifin of

Southampton, with a crew of seven men, laden with oak,

COATHAM PIER CUT IN THREE, gth Dec. 1874

was caught in the storm at 11.30 P.M., when they shortened
sail. From the violence of the wind and rain they could
see no distance before them, and the ships came right on
to Coatham Pier about 4 o'clock in the morning of the gth.
The crew jumped on to the pier, and the vessel passed

right through, carrying off several yards of the iron girders.






FREE GARDENERS' LIFEBOAT ALARM DRUM












THE OLD REDCAR LIFEBOAT 111

neck-collar and blinders on her, did the same to old ¢ Ball,’
and they went galloping to the lifeboat-house, for they

were experienced animals, and knew well what the sound

YOUNG WILL PICKNETT

One of the Lifeboat Crew, Fedcar

of the drum meant. In a few more seconds the younger

horses were ready, and then the horsemen mounted them
and followed. When they got to the lifeboat-house the crew

had the boat drawn out, and the first two horses yoked.



I12 THE ‘BOOK OF THE LIFEBOQAT

The other horses, numbering nineteen in all, were then
yoked. All was then ready for a start. The question was

now asked, ‘Where is she?’ ‘She’s nearly at th’ Teeas;

KEIT DOBSON, SON OF WILLIE DOBSON

One of the Crew who was at the wreck of the

Ermely, 6th Feb. 1875

horroo ! if we deant git there afore th’ tide flaws, they’ll all
be dround.’ The wind was blowing tremendously hard

about N.E. The hail-showers were so cutting, that only



JOSEPH BURNICLE

Coxswain of the Redcar Natio 1al Lifeboat









14 THE BOOK OF THE LIFEBOAT

Redcar lifeboat, and in spite of storm and darkness, the
boat was then put stem to sea, the word was given, ¢ All
right, go on.” Every hand was in its place. Then the
boat was dragged into the sea and launched. She had not
gone far when she ran on to a sand-bell. Then was the

FREE GARDENERS' BOAT COMING ASHORE, REDCAR

time to see them. Nearly every man was out of the boat
at once into the sea to launch the boat off the bell, and get
her on to the carriage again. There was a rope made fast
to her, and every one had hold, pulling ®what could be
done,’ ! when the rope broke, letting every man down and
laming some of them. They worked up to the neck, and

1 =as hard as they could—with all their might.






116 THE BOOK OF THE LIFEEBGOGAT

ashore about 5 p.m.; a steam-tug had hold of her, but
the line broke, and she drove on shore. Two lifeboats
put off, but were of no use. The survivor saved himself
by swimming, and reached the shore greatly exhausted.
Rockets were fired over the ship, but the crew did not
understand their use.

The following is from a painting.

WRECK OF FRENCH BARQUE "LA I"NAF‘;AISIZ'.,' AT HARTLEPMOOQL

rith December 1874



MICHAEL BURNICLE

=on of Joseph Burnicle, and Second Coxsw

8 ain of the National Lifeboat, Redear






























‘EROTHERS, REDCAR

THE ROYAL NATIONAL INSTITUTION LIFEBOAT












SOUTH SHIELDS AND REDCAR LIFEBOATS 127

the morning, towards Warrenby. The crew were rescued
by the Free Gardeners’ lifeboat, Zmma.

From sixty to seventy years ago, when collier sailing
vessels were in full swing, Richmond’s Records of Stockton
and Neighbourhood (a scarce book), afforded ample statistics
of the dreadful shipwrecks annually, and the sacrifice of

REDCAR FIER CUT IN TWO BY BRIG 'LUnA,’ 28th Oetober 188a

hundreds of lives. Thus, vessels lost or foundered :
Nov. 4th, 1821, 95; Oct. 11th, 1824, 140; Oct. 14th, 1820,
47 ; Nov. 24th, 1829, 59 ; Aug, 31st, 1833, 121: total 462,
On October 11th, 1824, there were 37 vessels ashore
within a range of six miles in Tees Bay. No doubt exists

of the pluck and stamina of our seafaring population,
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130 THE BOOK OF THE LIFEBOAT

not wanted.” It appears that the Lifeboat Saturdays at
Huddersfield and Dewsbury are to be managed more econo-
mically, by combining, and securing the same lifeboats
for each town, to save the expense of transmission from
Redcar, etc. Thus, after several weeks’ labour in painting,

forcing, breaking, unscrewing rusty bolts in the carriage,

LIFEBOAT SATURDAY, REDCAR, 2oth Aug. 18gz

which has been entombed for thirty years in a damp, dark
dungeon, opinions differ as to whether the oldest existing
lifeboat would not have been more attractive in Yorkshire
than those of modern construction. During the process of
renovation crowds of aged and infirm neighbours have

visited the scene, anxious to gaze once more upon their
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THOMAS PICKWICK

Coxswain of the Free Gardeners' Lifeboat, and Master of the Horse
for the National Boat, Redcar
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JACKIE STONEHOUSE, REDCAR, ON ‘EAST SCAR'































WILLIE DOBSON, REDCAR

With Boot Trousers on, the old style of Fishing Attire
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t70. THE BOOK OF THE LIFEBOAT

seen on the raging waters some distance away, and for this
Kelly made. It was found that the crew had abandoned
the vessel and taken to the boat, and in this perilous
position they now were. The boat was in imminent danger

of being swamped over and over again, and there was
considerable difficulty in getting the lifeboat alongside.
Kelly, however, succeeded, and the seventeen hands who
were in the boat were transferred to the lifeboat safely,
and after another hour’s terrible effort they reached the









TESTING SELF-RIGHTING LIFEBOAT AT INSTITUTION YARDS
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LIFEBOAT IN TOW





















182 THE BOOK OF THE LIFEBOAT

half-way, the lifeboat was safely got to the scene of the
disaster, and at about 1.30 P.M. was launched, and pro-
ceeded on her errand of mercy. After battling with the
terrific seas for about one hour, anxiously watched by the

hundreds of spectators, a tremendous wave struck the life-

boat, breaking six of her oars, the steer-oar included; it
was then quite patent to her coxswain and crew they
must return for more oars and men—two of her crew had
to be assisted on shore. Ona call being made for volunteers,
eight of the ablest young fellows were chosen; thus, with
her former crew strengthened by eight other brave young







































FLEETWOOD STATION 191

sailors from a sinking barque, their own boat being at the
time without mainsail and jib, Another smack sank in
sight of port. On Thursday the 6th November a half-gale

was blowing, which towards the morning of Friday increased

to a hurricane. About five o’clock signals of distresswere seen
three miles out on Bernard’s Wharf. The mortar fired from
the boat-house by the coxswain soon summoned a crew ; but
the sea was too furious to row the boat out, and a steam-tug
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THE LIFEBOAT AT WOREK


















VEERING DOWN TO A WRECK
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From a Photograph By Messrs, Clarke 8« Son, Addeonrgh,

JAMES CABLE

Coxswain, Aldeburgh Lifeboat, Lives saved, 130


















WAITING FOR THE LIFEBOAT
























SOUTHPORT STATION 231

ing of the Mexico, and afterwards went round with her to

Lytham. ‘I saw by the paper,” he added, *that she was lost

again, two years ago, in the Bay of Biscay.” Before lifeboats

were invented the life-
saving crews used to
do their daring work
in large fishing-boats,
and though the danger
wasgreat, Bibbyalways
came off successful in
his battle with the ele-
ments. He explains
that the peculiar dan-
ger of the Southport
coast is its shallow
character, and the
consequent violence
of the waves and risk
of striking on sand-
banks and capsizing.
He laughs as he tells
about a bold experi-

menter who took him

WILLLAM BIBEBY

out in a storm in order to test the

utility of oil on troubled waters, and was terribly scared by

his experience. The oil did their boat no good, ‘though







































244 THE BOOK OF THE LIFEBOAT

THE LIFE-BELT USED BY THE CREWS OF THE
LIFEBOATS OF THE ROYAL NATIONAL LIFE-
BOAT INSTITUTION.,

THE requisite qualities of
a lifeboat-man's life-belt
arge—

1. Sufficient extra buoy-
ancy (maximum 28 lbs,
minimum 25 lbs.) to sup-
port aman heavily clothed
with his head and shoul-
ders above the water, or
to enable him to support
another person besides
himself.

2. Perfect flexibility, so
as to readily conform to
the shape of the wearer.

3. A division into two
zones, an upper and lower,
so that between the two it
may be secured tightly
round the waist ; for in no
i other manner can it be
confined sufficiently close and secure round the body without
such pressure over the chest and ribs as to materially affect the
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APPENDIX 245

free action of the lungs, impede the muscular movement of the
chest and arms, and thereby diminish the power of endurance
of fatigue, which, in rowing-boats, is a matter of vital import-
ance,

4. Strength, durability, and non-liability to injury.

THE LIFEBOAT STATION.

THE following brief description and diagrams illustrative of a
complete lifeboat establishment, including the house for the
protection of the boat, will serve to convey an idea of the
general character of one of the 303 lifeboat stations of the
Royal National Lifeboat Institution.
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APPENDIX 253

THE MEDAL OF THE ROYAL NATIONAL LIFE-
BOAT INSTITUTION

FOR THE PRESERVATION OF LIFE FROM SHIPWRECK,

ASECO
TE==

Obverse.—Bust of Her Majesty Queen Victoria; beneath, in minute
letters, * L. C. Wyon." Double legend, ' Royal National Lifeboat Institu-
tion. Founded in 1824, Incorporated 1860, Victoria, Patroness.’

Reverse,.—Three sailors in a Lifeboat,—one of whom is in the act of
rescuing an exhausted mariner from the waves on a fragment of the wreck.
*W. Wyon, Mint." Inscription: * Let not the deep swallow me up.’









































































