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PREFACE.

i s

Tar following work contains descriptions of all our
British Birds, with the exception of those species of rare
occurrence, which, though included in works that profess
to enumerate every species that has ever been observed
here, can only be considered as accidental stragglers, and
are not very likely to fall in the way of the young
Naturalist, for whose use this volume is intended. For
these the works of Yarrell, of Jardine, and of Eyton
 must be consulted; but this little volume may form an
acceptable and useful manual to the ineipient Ormitho-
logist, who may safely consider, that, should he procure
a Bntish bird not described in it, he has obtained pos-
session of a prize on which, in a greater or less degree,
he may plume himself. The descriptions, while adequate
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and correct, will, it is hoped, be found intelligible to an
unscientific reader, and not unnecessarily prolix; and to
them are added brief details of the economy and habits
of each species, which may properly be considered its
Natural History. The value of these is increased, and
the work itself embellished, by upwards of seventy coloured
figures of British Birds. It is hardly needful to observe
that each of these figures must be considered as an iso-
lated representation; as to maintain anything like a rela-
tive proportion to the size of the originals, would have
been impossible on such a scale; for while the Eagle
or the Bustard would fill a whole page, a Tit or a
Warbler, if drawn proportionally, would be scarcely larger
than a pea. Some interesting particulars of the general
subject will be found in the preliminary observations of
each month ; which also take somewhat of the form of
an Ornithological calendar, and direct the young student
at each season, to the objects then most worthy of his

attention.

London, January, 1849.
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BRITISH ORNITHOLOGY.

CHAPTER 1.
JANUARY.

IN our young friends, whom we propose to accompany as a
guide through the varying seasons of an Ormithological
year, we must assume no small degree of scientific zeal at
the very outset. For to leave the genial atmosphere of a
snug parlour, with its carpeted floor and 1its blazing fire,
around which a group of merry faces are gathered, and to
walk out into the cutting air of a January day, with its
murky sky and gusty north wind; the trees that used to
throw off sparkles of living light from their glossy, qui-
vering leaves, now still, gaunt, and leafless, or groaning as

4l :
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Though migratory, the visits of this handsome species
take place at a season opposite to those of its fellows; for
the Ring Ousel comes to us from the south, and spends the
summer months in this country. It breeds in Scotland,
but not numerously, selecting some slight shelter on the
ground, as a stone, or stump, or bush. The food and
manners of this species are much like those of the Blackbird ;
and so is its note of alarm, but its song is more melodious
and agreeable. Like most of the genus, the flesh, especially
when the bird is fat through feeding on luscious fruits, is
delicious eating, and many are taken for the table.

CINCLUS.

Gen. Char. Beak slender, straight, scarcely notched ; forehead
small and narrow; wings short and rounded ; tail rather short;
feet large and strong; general form short and plump.

Civonus aqQuaticus. T%he Water Ousel or Dipper.
Length about seven inches. Whole upper parts greyish-
black ; throat and breast pure white; lower breast maroon
or dark chestnut, shading into black on the sides and belly.

The habits of this little bird, which is to be found all the
year round, in the vicinity of mountain streams, are very
remarkable, as without being web-footed, it is scarcely less
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] Golden Eagle

PF'I'I'SJ';:::- Falcon
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