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S0ME EDITIONS OF GILBERT
WHITE AT THE BRITISH MUSEUM,

INTRODUCTION.

Ix our boyhood’s days amongst the solitary Yorkshire moors
we dated the coming and the going of the swallows; were
chastised for attempting to lie out all mght order to see
the owner of a curiously-shaped bird's nest return to 1t 1n the
morning, and thereby discover the species to which it be-
longed ; mvested all our slender stock of pocket-money in a
thermometer by which to find out the relationship between
the temperature of neighbouring streams and the variation
in the spawning time of the trout living in them ; noted the
locking of female chaffinches in the winter ; and learnt to
imitate the call-notes of most of the wild creatures inhabit-
mg the hills around our home.

The mention of these simple facts will suffice to show
all lovers of wild life why Gilbert White's Natural History of
Nelborne exercised such a charm over us when a copy first
fell into our possession from a second-hand bookstall at a
time when we were struggling, with a Yorkshireman's self-
dependence and fourteen shillings a week, to maintain our-
selves in London, and pining to re-exchange the feetid air
and the coster’s strident cry of Clerkenweil for the heather
scent and the moorcock’s cheerful beck of our native hills.

Here was a countryman talking to a countryman with
magical reality of the chattering sedge warbler in the bush,
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and the sibilous wood wren in the tree top ; of the twittering
swallow and the screaming swift ; of the drumming snipe,
cleaving the still evening air high over his native swamp,
and the blast-defying missel-thrush piping his clarion notes
from a swaying bough. We saw the glorious massing of the
foliage on the steep face of the sunlit Hanger, walked
through the thatch-roofed village, drank from the clear cold
spring at Well-head until our thirst was slaked, and finally
fell asleep holding on to his stirrup-strap and looking up into
his benign face as he rode and we walked down the spate-
washed sunken road to Alton, discussing the lives and habits
of the many feathered friends we both knew and loved so
well, delightfully forgetful of the dying traffic-roar of tired
London.

We are sometimes asked for an explanation of Gilbert
White's ever-green popularity, but never by the man who
has heard the swallow snap its bill upon a fly, or battled to
exhaustion with the winter's storm. He knows that our
author’s inimitable descriptions of these and a hundred
other happenings of the countryside will for all time appeal
with irresistible charm to the heart that loves rural England.
He feels the personality of the man who has left these
human documents as a priceless legacy of sweetness and
light to his race; and admires unstintingly the assiduity,
industry, originality, and enthusiasm of their author.

In Letter X. to Barrington he wrote, “ The investigation
of the life and conversation of animals is a concern of much
trouble and difficulty, and is not to be attained but by the
active and inquisitive,” and we think that we may, without
fear of being charged with undue egotism, lay claim to know-
ing something of the truth of this statement.

We have seen a great deal of what he saw, and probably
at closer range than most men living: we have read his
“little cockle-shell of a book,” as one editor calls it, oftener
than any other work in the English tongue—and each time
with increasing pleasure and admiration.

In order to catch the glow of the spirit of Gilbert White
it is necessary to visit his beloved country. Who that has
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sat alone by night in early May at the top of the Hanger,
listening to the sweet song of the nightingale and the soft
crick-crick of the beech trees bursting their leaf-sheaths, or
seen the sun rise in golden splendour upon their full wealth
of foliage in June, could escape the witchery of the place, or
wonder that our author’s heart abided with it to the end !
In spite of such modern abominations as barbed wire
fences and corrugated iron roofs here and there, Selborne
still remains a delightful old-world Hampshire village, in
which few jarring notes are heard save those of the steam
thrasher and the dust fiend motor-car, the latter of which
finds lodgment even within the sacred walls of the natural-
ist’s old home. We wonder what he would have thought of
rising on a fine summer’'s morning, and, after taking a walk
round his garden, seating himself in one of these vehicles
and partaking of an early breakfast with his brothers in
Fleet Street. Such a travelling feat would no doubt have
appeared to him impossible, and yet it is frequently accom-

THE HANGEK,
FRROM GRANGE FARM.
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plished by the present occupier of our author’s old home—
“ The Wakes." 1

Some idea may be gathered of the immense popularity
of this, the most widely known of all natural history works,
when it is stated that the illustration on page vii. of the
editions preserved in the British Museum Library repre-
sents only one-third of the eighty odd which have s«een.the
light, at prices varying from sixpence to five guineas, since
its author first saw it through the press in 1789.

The present edition contains the natural history letters
practically as first given to the world by Gilbert White him-
self, and its chief feature lies in the character of its illustra-
tions. We believe these to come into closer touch with the
spirit of the writer than anything hitherto published. The
obtaining of the photographs has been a labour of love. We
have given of our best, and whatever may be the judgment
of present-day naturalists we feel sure that he, at any rate,
would have been the first to recognise our honest endeavour
to illustrate worthily that which he gathered together with
so much care and pains.

We wonder what he would have said if he could have
crouched with us, in an artificial rock made for the purpose,
every day for a week watching at arm’s length a pair of
ring ouzels feed their young, and waiting until hope almost
faded into despair for a gleam of sunshine by which to pho-
tograph them. How quickly he would have observed the
interesting fact that the female always gives a note of warn-
ing to her chicks when she is approaching with food. whilst
the male comes home in silence. How he would have ad-
mired the former bird's spreading out of her wings in
maternal solicitude, as shown in the illustration on p. 86, on
the approach of a shower of rain which she feared might
wet her callow brood. What a letter he would have written
to Pennant about his experiences inside our stuffed ox,
whilst watching a skylark feed her chicks, and a timid little
tree pipit go on to her nest, and the behaviour of wheatears
and sandpipers in front of a stuffed sheep with the eye of the
camera staring at them from its chest. How enthusiastic he
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would have grown over the behaviour of the male and female
snipe, as seen on p. 49, sitting side by side, each covering a
chick, or the osprey seated on a dead stump above its eyrie
in the solitudes of a remote Highland loch, whilst its mate
circled majestically in the blue vault of heaven, far, far
above, with a big trout in his talons.

What would he have thought of our reversible cap and
jacket, dead grass-brown on one side and living meadow-
green on the other, made to observe and remain unobserved
in, under differing conditions of colour surroundings’

We know, from his love of truth in illustration, that he
would have appreciated the minute accuracy of a good
photograph, and, although sometimes he might have gently
admonished us for being carried beyond the bounds of dis-
cretion in the matter of safety by our enthusiasm, for he was
a man of great caution, we feel quite sure he would never
have asked us what so many people do who see us at work—
whether our results are worth the trouble we take over them,
and the hardships we often endure, in their securement. In
the purely commercial sense of the term, perhaps not;
but there are higher ideals than competency and ease,
and they do not die poorest who have helped to add one
gleam of healthy pleasure to the lives of their fellow-crea-
tures, or increased by one tiny grain the sum total of human
knowledge.

The footnotes which we have supplied have been ren-
dered as helpful and interesting to the student as possible,
and it is our hope that they may be found to be in harmony
with the spirit of the author.

Gilbert White was born at “ The Wakes,” in the village
of Selborne, on the 18th of July, 1720. He received his early
education at Basingstoke under the Rev. Thomas Wharton,
and entered Oriel College, Oxford, in 1739, became a Fellow
in 1744, and graduated M.A. in 1746. He died a bachelor
in the house in which he was born, on the 26th of June, 1793,
Although he could have obtained various college livings, and
was by no means a rich man, it is a subject to be frankly
thankful for that he elected to return to his old home and



INTRODUCTION. X111
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only perform such hght lerical duties as would allow him to
PUrsi his natural history studies ind thus unconsciously
|.I|II|.'-i?| |'1.I1'_;||-i| iiterature I!l_'-. the addition of a clas

Thomas Pennant was an independent gentieman born
at Downing, in Flintshire, and six vears younger than his
correspondent He was a great naturalist of his day ind
wrote manv Li-.-ﬂ-rx-.\l'}' popular books, chief amongst wh ch
was his “ British Zoology

The Hon. Daines Barrington was the fourth son of the
first Viscount Barrington. He was seven years younger
than Gilbert White, and a lawyer by profession He took
1 keen interest 1 antiquarian and natural history pursuits,
and m his writines was .wa_i_x'- 1-.i|il'-.' and hberal 1in the
acknowledement of his indebtedness to our author's com
munications.

In conclusion, we must gratefully acknowledge help most
kindly rendered in the securement of facilities for taking
photographs and obtaining information incidental to the
production of this work bv the following friends Dy K.

!L 'I.'-,'I.i_il. I -"‘Il'lill-!”_'h '-I-[:Ii :|I|I]_|_ {: _Illl_ .E‘!”-':_lfl noer -:T. :h, I.Jj]_ln,lhit

Museum of Natural History, the officials of the British
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Museum Library, Dr. Davey, of Caterham Valley, Messrs,
Charles and Frank Rutley, of Birchwood, Mrs. Brightwen, of
Great Stanmore, Mr. J. Whitaker, of Mansfield, Cameron, of
Lochiel, Mr. R. B. Marston, of the Flishing Gazette, Mrs.
Joyce, of Caterham Valley, Rev. M. C. H. Bird, of Stalham,
Mr. Reginald Hudson, of Stratford-on-Avon, Mr. John Dent,
of Hartley Castle, Mr. John Harker, of Nutfield, Mr. Henry
Scherren, and others.

We have also gratefully to acknowledge assistance from
the following editions of White's “ Selborne ”:—Dr. R.
Bowdler Sharpe’s, Mr. James Edmund Harting's, and Mr.
Weekes'.

RICHARD KEARTON.

Caterham Valley, November, 1902.

GILBERT WHITE'S SUNDIAL.



ADVERTISEMENT.

HE Author of the following Letters, takes the
liberty, with all proper deference, of laying
before the public his idea of parochial
history. which he thinks, ought to consist of
natural productions and occurrences as wu]l
as antiquities. He is also of opinion that if
stationary men would pay some attention to
the districts on which they reside, and would
publish their thoughts respecting the objects

that surround them, from such materials migh'.t be dra'.f.'u tl.u.-

most complete county-histories, which are still wanting in
several parts of this kingdom, and in particular in the county
of Southampton.

And here he seizes the first opportunity, though a late
one, of returning his most grateful acknowledgments to the
reverend the President and the reverend and worthy the
Fellows of Magdalen College in the University of Oxford,
for their liberal behaviour in permitting their archives to
be searched by a member of their own society, so far as the
evidences therein contained might respect the parish and
priory of Selborne. To that gentleman also, and his assistant,
whose labours and attention could only be equalled by the
very kind manner in which they were bestowed, many and
great obligations are also due.

Of the authenticity of the documents above-mentioned
there can be no doubt, since they consist of the identical deeds
and records that were removed to the College from the
Priory at the time of its dissolution:; and, being carefully
copied on the spot, may be depended on as genuine; and,
never having been made public before, may gratify the

curiosity of the antiquary, as well as establisb the credit of
the history.



2 ADVERIISEMENT.

If the writer should at all appear to have induced any of
his readers to pay a more ready attention to the wonders of
the Creation, too frequently overlooked as common occur-
rences ; or if he should by any means, through his researches,
have lent an helping hand towards the enlargement of the
boundaries of historical and topographical knowledge ; or if
he should have thrown some small light upon ancient
customs and manners, and especially on those that were
monastic, his purpose will be fully answered. But if he
should not have been successful in any of these his intentions,
yet there remains this consolation behind—that these his
pursuits, by keeping the body and mind employed, have,
under Providence, contributed to much health and cheer-
fulness of spirits, even to old age :—and, what still adds to
his happiness, have led him to the knowledge of a circle of
gentlemen whose intelligent communications, as they have
afforded him much pleasing information, so, could he flatter
himself with a continuation of them, would they ever be
deemed a matter of singular satisfaction and improvement.

GIL: WHITE.

SELBORNE, January 1sf, 1788.
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THE

NATURAL HISTORY

SELBORNE.

LETTERS ADDRESSED TO THOMAS PENNANT, ESQ.

: . LETTER L
\ :

- FY\HE parish of Selborne lies in the
extreme ecastern corner of the
county of Hampshire, bordering
on the county of Sussex, and not
far from the county of
sSurrey ; 1s about 11|I'l!:-.‘
miles south-west of
London, 1n latitude
ol, and near midway
between the towns of

HEECH THEES AT THE TOF OF THE -_
HANGEIR.

4]



2 NATURAL HISTORY OF SELBORNE.

Alton and Petersfield. Being very large and extensive it
abuts on twelve parishes, two of which are in Sussex, viz.,
Trotton and Rogate. If you begin from the south and pro-
ceed westward the adjacent parishes are Emshot, Newton
Valence, Faringdon, Harteley Mauduit, Great Ward le ham,
Kingsley, Hedleigh, Bramshot, Trotton, Rogate, Lysse, and
Greatham.® The soils of this district are almost as various
and diversified as the views and aspects. The high part to the
south-west consists of a vast hill of chalk, rising three hun-
dred feet above the village ; and is divided into a sheep down,
the high wood, and a long hanging wood called the Hanger.
The covert of this eminence is altogether beech, the most
lovely of all forest trees, whether we consider its smooth rind
or bark, its glossy foliage, or graceful pendulous boughs. The
down, or sheep-walk, is a pleasing park-like spot, of about one
mile by half that space, jutting out on the verge of the

WELL-HEAD.

hill-country, where it begins to break down into the plains,
and commanding a very engaging view, being an assemblage
of hill, dale, wood-lands, heath, and water. The prospect 1s
bounded to the south-east and east by the vast range of
mountains called the Sussex Downs, by Guild-down near
Guildford, and by the Downs round Dorking, and Ryegate

* The spelling of these and other places—names m(-nti{:fwd by our
author-—has altered somewhat, as might be expected.—R. K.
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n Surrey, to the north-east, which altogether, with the
country beyond Alten and Farnham, form a noble and ex-
tensive outline.

At the foot of this hill, one stage or step from the up-
lands, lies the village, which consists of one single straggling
street, three-quarters of a mile in length, in a ‘.-uht'llt'l':.‘{l vale,
and running parallel with the Hanger. The houses are
divided from the hill
by a vein of stiff clay
(good wheat-land), yet
stand on a rock of

COTTAGE AT WELL-HEAD,

white stone, little in appearance removed from chalk; but
seems so far from being calcareous, that it endures extreme
heat. Yet that the freestone still preserves somewhat that
is analogous to chalk, is plain from the beeches which descend
as low as those rocks extend. and no farther, and thrive as
well on them, where the ground is steep, as on the chalks.

The cart-way of the village divides in a remarkable man-
ner two very incongruous soils. To the south-west is a rank
clay, that 1'L:quirvs the labour of years to render it mellow
while the gardens to the north-east, and small enclosures
behind, consist of a warm, forward, crumbling mould, called
black malm, which seems highly saturated with vegetable
and animal manure ; and these may perhaps have been the
original site of the town ; while the wood and coverts might
extend down to the opposite bank.

At each end of the village, which runs from south-east
to north-west, arises a small rivulet : that at the north-west
end frequently fails; but the other is a fine perennial spring
little influenced by drought or wet seasons, called Well-head.*

® This spring produced, September 14th, 1781, after a severe hot
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This breaks out of some high grounds joining to Nore Hill,
a noble chalk promontory, remarkable for sending forth two
streams into two different seas. The one to the south be-
comes a branch of the Arun, running to Arundel, and so
falling into the British Channel: the other to the north.
The Selborne stream makes one branch of the Wey; and
meeting the Black-down stream at Hedleigh, and the Alton
and Farnham stream at Tilford-bridge, swells into a con-
siderable river, navigable at Godalming; from whence it
passes to Guildford, and so into the Thames at Weybridge ;
and thus at the Nore into the German Ocean.

Our wells, at an average, run to about sixty-three feet,
and when sunk to that depth seldom fail ; but produce a fine
Jimpid water, soft to the taste, and much commended by
those who drink the pure element, but which does not lather
well with soap.

To the north-west, north and east of the village, is a range
of fair enclosures, consisting of what is called a white malm,
a sort of rotten or rubble stone, which, when turned up to
the frost and rain, moulders to pieces, and becomes manure
to itself. *

3till on to the north-east, and a step lower, is a kind of
white land, neither chalk nor clay, neither fit for pasture
nor for the plough, yet kindly for hops, which root deep iuto
the free-stone, and have their poles and wood for charcoal
growing just at hand. This white soil produces the brightest
hops.

PAS the parish still inclines down towards Wolmer-forest,
at the juncture of the clays and sand the soil becomes a wet,
sandy loam, remarkable for timber, and infamous for 1'0_3[154
The oaks of Temple and Blackmoor stand high in the estima-
tion of purveyors, and have furnished much naval timber ;
while the trees on the freestone grow large, but are \}'hat
workmen call shakey, and so brittle as often to fall {o pieces
in sawing. Beyond the sandy loam the soil becomes an
hungry lean sand, till it mingles with the forest; and will
produce little without the assistance of lime and turnips.

summer, and a preceding dry spring and winter, nine gallons of
water in a minute, which is five hundred and forty in an hour, and
twelve thousand nine hundred and sixty, or two hundred and 81X~
teen hogsheads, in twenty-four hours, or one 11:1lu!':1| day. At t-Iurr.
time many of the wells failed, and all the ponds in the vales were
dry.—G. W.

£ This soil produces good wheat and clover.—G. W,
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LETTER Il

In the court of Norton-farmhouse, a manor farm to the
north-west of the village, on the white malms, stood within
these twenty vears a broad-leaved elm, or wych hazel, ulmus
folio latissimo seabro® of Ray, which, though it had lost a
considerable leading bough in the great storm in the year
1703, equal to a moderate tree. vet, when felled. contained
eight loads of timber; and, ]JLIH“ too bulky for a carriage,
was sawn off at seven fL et above the butt, where it nhaamml
near eight feet in the diameter. This elm I mention to show
to what a bulk planted elms may attain; as this tree must
certainly have been such from its situation.

In the centre of the wvillage, and near the church, is a
square piece of ground surrounded by houses, and vulgarly
called the Plestor.t In the midst of this spot stood, in old
times, a vast oak. with a short squat body, and huge hori-
zontal arms extending almost to the M.ilu.nn.v of the area.
This venerable tree, surrounded with stone steps, and seats

®* This is the wlmuz montanus of modern botanists.—R. k.
f Originally called Pleystow or play-place.—R. K.
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above them, was the delight of old and young, and a place of
much resort in summer evenings; where the former sat in
grave debate, while the latter frolicked and danced before
them. Long might it have stood, had not the amazing tem-
pest in 1703 overturned it at once, to the infinite regret of
the inhabitants, and the vicar, who bestowed several pounds
in setting it in its place again: but all his care could not
avail ; the tree sprouted for a time, then withered and died.
This oak I mention to show to what a bulk planted oaks also
may arrive : and planted this tree must certainly have been,
as will appear from what will be said farther concerning this
area, when we enter on the antiquities of Selborne.

On the Blackmoor estate there is a small wood called
Losel’s, of a few acres, that was lately furnished with a set
of oaks of a peculiar growth and great value; they were tall
and taper like firs, but standing near together had very small
heads, only a little brush without any large limbs. About
twenty years ago the bridge at the Toy, mear Hampton-
court, being much decayed, some trees were wanted for the
repairs that were fifty feet long without bough, and would
measure twelve inches diameter at the little end. Twenty
such trees did a purveyor find in this little wood, with this
advantage, that many of them answered the description at
sixty feet. These trees were sold for twenty pounds
apiece.

In the centre of this grove there stood an ocak, which,
though shapely and tall on the whole, bulged out into a large
excrescence about the middle of the stem. On this a pair
of ravens had fixed their residence for such a series of years
that the oak was distinguished by the title of the Raven-
tree. Many were the attempts of the neighbouring youths
to get at this eyry : the difficulty whetted théir inclinations,
and each was ambitious of surmounting the arduous task.
But when they arrived at the swelling, it jutted out so in
their way, and was so far beyond their grasp, that the most
daring lads were awed, and acknowledged the undertaking
to be too hazardous. So the ravens built on, nest upon nest,
in perfect security, till the fatal day arrived in which the
wood was to be levelled. It was in the month of February,
when those birds usually sit. The saw was applied to the
butt, the wedges were inserted into the opening, the woods
echoed to the heavy blows of the beetle or mallet, the tree
nodded to its fall ; but still the dam sat on. At last, when
it gave way, the bird was flung from her nest; and, though
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her parental affection deserved a better fate, was whipped
down by the twigs, which brought her dead to the ground.*

LETTER IIL

Tue fossil-shells of this district, and sorts of stone, such as
have fallen within my observation, must not be passed over
in silence. And first I must mention, as a great curiosity,
a specimen that was ploughed up in the chalky fields, near
the side of the down, and given to me for the singularity of
its appearance, which, to an incurious r:i,*e. seems like a
petrified fish of about four inches long, the eardo passin
for an head and mouth. It is in reality a bivalve of the
Linnean genus of Mytilus, and the species of Crista Galli;
called by %..ister. Rastellum ; by Rumphius, Ostreum plica-
tum minus: by D'ﬁrﬁcnvillﬂ, Auris Porei, s. Crista Gall,
and by those who make collections cock’s combh. Though 1
applied to several such in London, I never could meet with
an entire specimen ; nor could I ever find in books any en-
graving from a perfect one. In the superb museum at
Leicester-house,t permission was given me to examine for
this article ; and though I was disappointed as to the fossil,
I was highly gratified with the sight of several of the shells
themselves in high preservation. This bivalve is onl
known to inhabit the Indian Ocean, where it fixes itself to
a zoophyte, known by the name Gorgonia. The curious
foldings of the suture the one into the other, the alternate
flutings or grooves, and the curved form of my specimen
being much easier expressed by the pencil than by words, I
have caused it to be drawn and engraved.?

Cornua Ammonis are very common about this village.
As we were cutting an inclining path up the Hanger, the
labourers found them frequently on that steep, just under
the soil, in the chalk, and of a considerable size. In the lane

* Some editors affect to make little of this interesting instance
of maternal devotion by quoting cases of the boldness of birds hav-
ing not the slightest comparison in intelligence or shyness with the
species in question. To all those with a knowledge of the character
of the raven it is a wonderful circumstance.—R. i'?

_RTEJ!:_ natural history museum dispersed nearly a century ago.
f This is not the fossil of the cock’s comb oyster, but of the keeled
oyster (the ostrea carinata of Lamarck), whichj’in geological Iangna?e

has no analogue or living original. It is not a chalk fossi i
: . ossil, b
found in the upper green sand.—R. K. =
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= - ————1 above Well-head, in the way to Em-
shot, they abound in the bank, in a
darkish sort of marl; and are
usually very small and soft: but in
Clay’s Pond, a little farther on. at
the end of the pit, where the soil is
r:Ilug out for manure, I have occa-
sionally observed them of large
dimensions, perhaps fourteen or six-
teen inches in diameter. But as
these did not consist of firm stone,
but were formed of a kind of terra
! lapidosa, or hardened clay, as soon
| as they were exposed to the rains
and frost they mouldered away.
These seemed as if they were a ver
recent production. In the chalk-
pit, at the north-west end of the
Hanger, large mnautili are some-
times observed,

In the very thickest strata of our
freestone, and at considerable
depths, well-diggers often find large
TR, e scallops or pectines, having ‘both
Photographed from Original Zdition.) E}IEHE dEEpl}r Etl‘liltﬁd. Hlld l'ldgl:‘d

and furrowed alternately. They

are highly impregnated with, if not wholly composed of, the
stone of the quarry.

L L] L

LETTER IV,

Asg in a former letter the freestone of this place has been only
mentioned incidentally, I shall here become more particular.

This stone is in great request for hearth-stones and the
beds of ovens: and in lining of lime-kilns it turns to good
account ; for the workmen use sandy loam instead of mortar ;
the sand of which fluxes,* and runs by the intense heat, and
so cases over the whole face of the kiln with a strong vitrified
coat like glass, that it is well preserved from injuries of
weather, and endures thirty or forty years. When chiseled
smooth, it makes elegant fronts for houses, equal in colour

* There may probably be also in the chalk itself that is burnt for
lime a proportion of sand: for few chalks are so pure as to have
none.— . W.















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































