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Buty of the Chureh against Impurity 19

depends mainly, almost entirely, on the Church
of Christ. Against the strong passionate force of
the flesh, and against the cynical or despairing
wisdom of the world, which would have us
despair of resisting sensual evil, at least for the
mass of men, it cries out emphatically that the
spirit can rule, does rule, and must rule. That
rule of the spirit is not, as in extreme asceticism,
to crush the lower elements of our nature. For
the ideal of a true Christianity is that “the
whole spirit and soul and body be preserved
blameless ” (1 Thess. v. 27). Even the body,
therefore, is reverenced as a true living element
of the humanity, which the Son of God took
to Himself, and which is to be blessed and
consecrated to His service.

In the light of this fundamental principle,
we are bidden, on the one hand, to curb in-
ordinate appetites and passions by a conscious
self-discipline ; which (as our great English
moralist has reminded us) has through the
mysterious power of habit a twofold efficacy, at
once strengthening the spirit by every victory,
and weakening the flesh by every defeat. The
difficulty and painfulness of such discipline will
vary in different natures: in some it may be
from the beginning a continuous and compara-
tively easy task; in others, not necessarily
inferior in character, it may need a fierce
struggle, a certain sternness of asceticism, a very
literal crucifying of the flesh. But that it is
impossible (except where self-indulgence against
the warnings of the spirit has hardened men into
the reprobate mind) the Christian absolutely
denies. For he knows that we “can do all
things through Christ who strengtheneth us.”
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for the richer classes, to protest against a life
of selfish indulgence and the requirement of an
unnecessary standard of luxury, which lead men
and women to shrink from it ;—yet at the same
time to bid her children beware of contracting
lightly that indissoluble bond, which is intended
to hallow and protect only true mutual love—
the love of glad mutual self-sacrifice. For in it
she is defending what has proved itself to be a
fundamental principle of civilised and Christian
society, on which depends the recognition of the
right position of woman, rescuing her from a
subjection akin to slavery to be the true help-
mate of man.

* But there is another form of Purity—the
Purity of Chastity — of which the Church is
equally bound to insist, as the permanent duty of
those who do not enter upon this normal relation
of Marriage, and as the temporary duty of all
before entering upon it. There are those—the
exceptions, although the not infrequent excep-
tions, to the general rule—who have a clear
vocation to the celibate life: either by natural
tendency of physical and moral character ; or by
the pressure of circumstances and duties which
they cannot put aside ; or by the resolution to
give a whole and self-sacrificing service to some
work for God and man, which needs detach-
- ment from the ordinary ties of human life. For
them there is but one true condition—the
condition of Chastity. If they cannot fulfil it,
it is clear that they must not take up that
celibate life : any system which imposes it upon
them, or upon any class of them (as, for example,
on the clergy), is unnatural and fatal. We need
not inquire here whether the celibate or the
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But it can prevent, and for the common wel-
fare it ought to prevent, the public exhibition of
gross sensual evil, the presentation through it of
excessive temptation to the weak, the carrying
on of an unconcealed and unhappily lucrative
trade in prostitution, and the pushing of that
trade by the open solicitation to vice which
disgraces our streets.

This is no impossible task. To a great
extent the law does this already in some of our
great provincial towns; and -the authorities in
London, especially the new City and Borough
Councils, are evidently desirous to do far more
in this direction than has yet been done, in
spite of acknowledged risks and difficulties,
in the metropolis itself. The Church of Christ
would be false to her true ideal, if she relied too
much on law, and allowed such reliance to
interfere for a moment with concentration of
energy upon her true function of bringing to bear
on evil the higher force of the spirit. But yet
“the law is good, if a man use it lawfully”; it
exercises not merely a preventive and coercive,
but a didactic, influence over opinion and prac-
tice, especially of the mass of men; under a
Christian civilisation it ought to express, as far
as law can express, something of Christian
principle. And therefore the religious influence
of the Church of Christ, which is still the greatest
of all social influences, may rightly be used to
demand that the law as it stands shall be
thoroughly carried out, and that, where it proves
to be insufficient, it shall be further amended.
For there is no greater fallacy than the frequent
assumption that because in such matters law can-
not do everything, therefore it can do nothing,
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which prevails mainly in the poorer class. But
yet in their place they are, even here, of the
greatest value, as telling on the right formation
of character. Accordingly, the religious con-
sciousness of our own day (as is seen, for example,
in the activity of the “ Christian Social Union ”)
i1s coming more and more to recognise their
value, and the Christian duty of stirring up the
public opinion and the public conscience to
secure them, even at considerable sacrifice. In
this duty it has achieved already considerable
success ; for we are coming to see that the only
Socialism really accordant with human nature is
the Christian Socialism, which is primarily not
of the law but of the spirit.

But there is a duty of the Church far beyond
these beneficent actions in importance, and
indeed the only means by which they can be
carried out. It is simply the formation of a
higher public opinion and feeling as to the vice
of Impurity itself. We know that only public
opinion can, in a country like ours, direct the
enactment of law, and make its right administra-
tion possible ; but we know also that it has an
influence going far beyond law, and strong just
in proportion as the sphere of legal operation is
restricted. It expresses itself in our legislative
assemblies, and in the Government that they
control, in the ever-increasing power of the
Press, in the diffusion of a prolific literature, in
the tone and character of the drama, in the
social customs and conventions and the amuse-
ments of the people. It can go far beyond
law in moulding the character of our whole
‘community. And, in respect of this sin of
Impurity, it is, as has been said, only too plain
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Christ; for from the nature of the case it is
all but impossible to bear the public witness
against this sin, which can be bome against
others, as, for example, against the other great
sensual sin of Intemperance. The work for
good has to be wrought out mainly by the
unseen personal and pastoral influence, only
from time to time venturing on special public
utterances. Bul it can be done, and must be
done ; it is one of the chief services which the
Church of Christ owes to the whole community.

But, after all, the true function for which the
Church of Christ exists, and by which it is to
conquer, is the bringing the directly religious
forces to bear upon men, both in direct con-
flict against the power of the flesh and in the
cultivation of the higher life of the spirit. It is
the light of Christ which reveals the horror of
sin; it is the grace of Christ which quickens
our humanity, and hallows even its lower
elements to the service of the spirit.

In this conviction there is, on the one hand,
the true inspiration of right self-discipline—the
discipline of the higher over the lower self.
Against the clamour of lust, the insidious
subtlety of temptation, the corrupting wisdom
of the world, the true secret of victorious re-
sistance breathes in those Apostolic utterances :
““Know ye not that your bodies are members of
Christ ? shall I take the members of Christ, and
make them the members of an harlot?” “Know
ye not that your body is the temple of the
Holy Ghost?” “If any man destroyeth the
temple of God, him shall God destroy: for
the temple of God is holy” (1 Cor. vi. 15-18 ;
iil. 17). Any special pledge of this resistance, in
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spiritual culture is that of devotion, recognising
and deepening the communion of humanity
with God—the conscious worship of meditation
and prayer and sacrament-— the unspoken
worship of a “life hid with Christ in God.”
After all, it is in this cultivation of the spiritual
life that we find the true victory over all that
lowers and pollutes it. Reversing the figure of
our Lord’s Parable, it so occupies the whole
richness of the spiritual soul as to choke out
the thorns of sensuality and sin.

V. Byall these powers, in their right order and
harmony, the duty of the Church must be done.
There is, in regard to all our social evils, a
demand—urgent and, I think, always increasing
in urgency—that the Church should do that duty
to the utmost, if she would justify her existence
and her claims. That demand is not only an
utterance of the public conscience, but an
implied tribute to the supreme influence of the
religious force—all the more striking in face of
the many doubts and perplexities of modern
thought. In it we seem to hear the Voice of
God, speaking through the deepest instincts of
the humanity which He has made for Himself,
But the Church of Christ has a plainer and a
more authoritative utterance of that Voice in
the call of her Master, not only to bear witness
of Him to the world, but to be conformed to
His likeness. For Holiness is His likeness, and
Holiness is Purity, consecrated and quickened
by the Spirit of God.
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extent that no modern historian can adequately
describe. Professor Lecky has endeavoured to
give some idea of the morality of the Roman
Empire in his History of European Morals, but
for a real description of it we must look into the
horrible pages of Ovid or Juvenal. Certainly,
the first Christian propagandists were called to
the most difficult duty ever devolved by God
upon man. It was faced with the utmost
firmness, and undertaken with enthusiasm. It
was discharged without any approach to com-
promise, and the foundations of a Christian
kingdom were laid in a true and lasting
manner. From that time the world has had
an element of purification operating within it
and permeating human society with sweetness
and freshness. Thus a new state of things
was introduced: men had a new idea in-
spired into them, and a high ideal put before
them. It was the idea of perfect purity of
heart and life; it was the ideal realised in Christ,
and Him alone.

Christianity has never wavered in its duty in
teaching a high and perfect morality. The
Church has sometimes varied and wavered as
to the emphasis or completeness of its message,
but it has never lost the message nor quite
forgotten its duty. There have been days of
partial apostasy in its history as to this re-
sponsibility, but in its heart it has had the
ideal enshrined, and in time it has given clear
expression to it. Thus it has done much to
restrain licence ; it has rebuked and denounced
every form of iniquity ; it has driven out gross
vices which it were a shame to speak of; it has
initiated a wise and preventive legislation; its
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people whose moral training has been in many
respects defective. Great numbers of those
employed in factories and shops are or have
been in touch with the Free Churches, and
they carry on much of their work in neighbour-
hoods where the young live in conditions not
favourable to a high morality. The Churches, as
such, should see that moral duties and habits
are carefully and wisely inculcated by those who
are qualified for such delicate work. It is, of
course, the first duty of the Church to lead to a
religious life and to provide means of religious
fellowship ; but in the present state of society it
should also take care to speak faithfully on some
subjects of great importance to both sexes,
which may prove of lasting benefit to those who
are attaining manhood or womanhood. This
should, of course, be done in opportunities in
which the sexes are separated for the purpose—
when such matters as the necessity of prudent
intercourse with the opposite sex may be
enforced, cultivation of due modesty may be
spoken of, cautions against immoral habits may
be given, advice as to marriage may be offered,
and impulses to self-restraint and to a pure life
may be inspired. Some teaching may occasion-
ally be offered on physical matters, especially in
the case of boys and young men, which may
shield them from much future ill. But too
much care cannot be taken as to the method,
spirit, and tact with which all this should be
attempted.

Much work of this kind is admitted to be
needful, but is not attempted through false
~ modesty. But, seeing that for want of such
kindly training many may rush into vice or into
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entered upon by the Free Churches, which is a
healthy imitation of a method in active opera-
tion in the Established Church. The Girls’
Guild is now being established by the Free
Churches, in order to do for them what the
Girls’ Friendly Society is doing for the Establish-
ment. If this movement is properly worked
and generally adopted, it will be a mighty agency
of good for the girls of England. Mrs. Benham,
who has charge of this work, will be glad to
send information from the Memorial Hall, E.C.,
as to this effort, and also to attend meetings in
any part of the country to fully expound the
scheme,

As to the second circumstance, which enables
the Free Churches to give efficient aid in grap-
pling with the immorality of the nation—viz.
the perfect organisation of the Evangelical Free
Church Council, by which the many thousands
of the Free Churches of England and Wales are
brought into close touch and fellowship—great
possibilities are opened out to them.,

Herewith are appended a series of sugges-
tions which have obtained the sanction of the
National Council, and which present several
methods of procedure both for local Councils
and for separate Churches. Some of these
suggestions have been carried out most success-
fully by some of the Councils—notably that in
Lambeth, by whose action about two hundred
houses of ill-fame have been closed, with great
benefit to the locality. Why should not similar
action be taken by all Councils ?

“ The National Council—The action taken
by the National Council can only be of a
somewhat general character. It can appoint
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“ A Sub-Committee of each local Council,
and, if possible, of each Church associated with
the Council, should be appointed to take local
action at every convenient opportunity.

“ Consultations should be held with the chief
constable of the borough, or the superintendent
or inspector of the county police, with reference
to the closing of immoral houses. The attitude
of the police authorities depends very much on
the force of public opinion and on the attitude
of the magistrates. Any public action taken
should therefore be accompanied by careful
preparation of a fair body of public opinion.

“Consultations with magistrates friendly to
the promotion of morality is desirable, so that
the attitude of the Bench and the desirability of
approaching it by deputation or otherwise may
be ascertained.

“ Representations may be made to Benches
of Magistrates, Town Councils, or County
Councils, in reference to indecencies in connec-
tion with theatres and music-halls. (In some
instances a friendly interview with the manager
will prove effectual and save further trouble.)

“As to methods of legal procedure, it is of
first importance to be on safe ground. The
Act of 25 George 11. c. 36 is generally used
in London, while the more summary method of
the Criminal Law Amendment Act of 1885 is
usually employed in the provinces.

“In some cases where the police deem it
needful to take legal action, they have no funds
at their disposal for the employment of a
solicitor. The Council should therefore be
prepared to offer financial assistance. Con-
sultation should be taken with solicitors who
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maranatha of theology to become the restrain-
ing force in social ethics? Is it a demonstrable
proposition that the promulgation of a law is
followed by the diminution of crime, especially
where that crime is linked with sexual im-
morality? A large number of men are, to a
great extent, what their surroundings make
them. The percentage of hereditary crime is
small compared with that which is the result of
evil surroundings untouched by law,

It is a painful admission, but an obvious fact
to the student of human nature, that, were it not
for the terror of the law, wrestling with the
baser passions of human nature, the morality
of national life for a vast majority would be
very little better than the morality of the lower
animals. To the existence of laws we are
indebted for the possibility of living and moving
in concert one with another, without the violence
of passion precluding the growth of a healthy
social life. Were it not for the existence of
certain laws, morality, public and private, would
simply be an abstract principle of the few,
honoured in the breach rather than in the
observance. Thus it is that the influence of
law intersects our social life, marking off in a
drastic fashion how far we may go, and by
emphatically pointing out the prickly and
penalised side of transgression, creating a public
opinion in relation to morality, which works out
a far more exceeding weight of social glory than
‘would otherwise accrue either to individuals or
a community.

Whether we admit it or not, the law becomes
a schoolmaster to the whole community, pre-
venting wrong by whipping most of the citizens
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it is not too much to anticipate that the voice
of woman should be heard in the councils of the
nation. ‘To see one-half of the human race,”
says Talleyrand, *excluded by the other from
all participation of government, is a political
phenomenon which, according to abstract prin-
ciples, it is impossible to explain.” No wonder,
then, that our laws are one-sided and lop-sided,
—the one is the natural corollary of the other.
This statement does not suggest a clamour for
a rash equality, but a just and righteous claim
for equal rights in the selection of the legislators
who make the laws, as well as in the penalties
involved in the administration of those laws.
It is sufficient to cite the present law in relation
to divorce. According to that, it is sufficient
for the man to prove that his wife has been
unfaithful. He can legally bring down upon
her pains and penalties of a most drastic
character—not too drastic, if equally borne.
Her sin becomes a crime sufficient to snap the
chain of matrimony. But, in order that the
wife may obtain relief by the same law, it is not
sufficient for her to prove that her husband
has been unfaithful,—there must be added proof
of cruelty as well, constructive or otherwise, or
of desertion for two years without reasonable
cause, or refusal to comply with a decree for
restitution of conjugal rights, or of very serious
misconduct.

There is another illustration in the Vagrancy
Act, which shows the unfairness of the
“ political phenomenon” referred to by Talley-
rand. According to that Act, a woman who,
in any public place or thoroughfare, solicits a
man for immoral purposes is liable to be sent
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early history of the world, a woman, with a
few exceptions, did not count. Her moral
character did not call for a second thought.
Laws were never made in honour of her virtue,
or to protect it. Its centre and circumference
were in the well-being, pleasure, and estate of
the man. The difference between the free
and the bond-woman was not a question of
morals. The penalties attaching to the lapses
of a Roman lady were not in the interest of
the Roman lady herself. She was, in fact, the
reserved and preserved slave, while the actual
slave was for promiscuous purposes. It was
through the former that issue was sought, and,
with very little more than the instinct of the
brute creation, she was protected for the sake
of her progeny.

The condition of things is different to-day.
The idea of the man as lord and the woman
as his moral vassal has been very much
altered in our country. English legislation
has built up, or rather attempted to build up,
a worthy protection of the virtue of woman for
its own sake. It has also penalised the moral
wrong-doing of men, and thus done much to
create a public opinion, which is an additional
protection to woman’s frailty. It would answer
no purpose to detail the social and political
Gethsemanes which ever precede the advent
of any law having for its object the turning of
what hitherto has been simply immorality into
criminal immorality. The fight is always severe,
the real issue always obscured. Why is it so?
If the reader is a man, and will indulge in a
little personal introspection, he will find the
answer, which need not be written here.

4
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almost exclusively with the person, and only
touches upon property where it is in the interest
of the moral well-being of a woman. Before the
passing of this Act, if an inmate of a disorderly
house desired to give up her evil life and walk
in a more womanly way, she was immediately
confronted by the keeper, who said that the
clothes she had worn and was still wearing had
been bought by her, and until they were paid
for she could not leave the house. This was
nearly always sufficient to destroy the weak
resolution, and bind her anew to her old life.
The new Act (sec. 8) says :—

“Where a woman or girl is in or upon any
premises for the purpose of having any unlaw-
ful carnal connection, or is in any brothel, a
person shall be deemed to detain such woman
or girl in or upon such premises or in such
brothel, if, with intent to compel or induce her
to remain in or upon such premises or in such
brothel, such person withholds from such woman
or girl any wearing apparel or other property
belonging to her; or if, where wearing apparel
has been lent or otherwise supplied to such
woman or girl by or by the direction of such
person, such person threatens such woman or
girl with legal proceedings if she takes away
with her the wearing apparel so lent or supplied.”

This clause alone has opened up a way of
escape to hundreds of girls, who ha.ve not been
slow to avail themselves of it.

DisorpErRLY HOUSES

All laws being for the welfare of the com-
munity, it is always well for the municipal autho-
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are liable to prosecution before a judge and
jury at Quarter Sessions.

In the Criminal Law Amendment Act all this
circumlocution was amended, and the expenses
of procedure considerably curtailed.

The old laws of George 11. and 111 still stand
for those who desire to put them in force.
Under section 13 of the Criminal Law Amend-
ment Act, 1885, persons who keep houses as
brothels or for habitual prostitution can be
dealt with summarily before justices, without
necessarily going through the processes pre-
scribed by the earlier Acts.

That section provides for the punishment of
any person who—(1) keeps or manages or acts or
assists in the management of a brothel ; or (2)
being the tenant, lessee, or occupier of any
premises, knowingly permits such premises or
any part thereof to be used as a brothel, or for
the purposes of habitual prostitution; or (3)
being the lessor or landlord of any premises, or
the agent of such lessor or landlord, lets the
same or any part thereof, with the knowledge
that such premises or some part thereof are or
is to be used as a brothel, or is wilfully a party
to. the continued use of such premises or any
part thereof as a brothel.

The punishment under this Act is by fine and
(or) imprisonment.

RA1sing THE AGE

The great point about the Criminal Law
Amendment Act in the mind of the public was
that it raised the age of protection from 13 to
16. That is to say that, up to 1885, a child
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does it not seem that this proviso subverts the
principle of equity? and, while law is not always
equity, equity ought certainly always to be law.
A man is charged under section 5 with carnally
knowing a girl under 16. At the Police Court
a certificate of her birth is produced, showing
that she is only 14. Evidence is submitted to
prove that the man knew her age. He admits
his guilt, and i1s committed for trial. When the
case comes before the judge and jury at the
Assizes, the man pleads guilty. And as the
aggrieved parents are waiting to hear the
sentence pronounced, the judge reminds the
jury that, if in their opinion the prisoner had
reasonable cause to believe that the girl was of
or above the age of 16, he is entitled to an
acquittal. The prisoner is not even asked to
plead that he had reasonable cause to believe,
the jury do it for him, and so deny the girl the
legal protection which the law seemed specially
to provide for her. The judge thereupon orders
the man’s acquittal.

A man was charged with assaulting a girl
under 16. He was the pest of the district, and,
as he was taken red-handed, knew he had no
chance of acquittal, pleaded guilty, and was
committed for trial. At the Sessions he was
brought up, and again pleaded guilty. The
judge ordered him to withdraw his plea of
guilty, and to plead not guilty, which he did.
The judge then explained to the jury that if
they thought the prisoner had reasonable cause
to believe the girl was of or above the age of
16, he was entitled to an acquittal. The jury
forthwith determined that he had such reason-
able cause to believe, and acquitted him
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accordingly, to the dismay of the girl and the
bewilderment of her friends.

This proviso, in 50 per cent. of the cases,
defeats the objects of the clause, namely, to
protect girls up to the age of 16 from the
viciousness of unscrupulous men, and gives an'
unsympathetic judge and a weak jury the
opportunity of depriving a girl of the protection
which the law presumably gives her. There is
a law for the better protection of minors, in
which it is enacted that, if a young man under
the age of 21 contracts debts for unnecessary
things, it shall be a sufficient defence for him to
plead infancy, or that he is under the age of
21, the only proof needed in this case being
the production of his birth certificate and his
identification with the child mentioned therein.
It may be that nature has been generous to him
and provided him with a good moustache, and
that the gymnasium and careful physical train-
ing have given him a manly appearance beyond
his years. It matters nothing: the law regards
him as an infant up to the age of 21, even
though he may look 25 when he is only 19.
It is in vain that the person who supplied the
goods pleads that the young man looks nearer
30 than 21,—in vain that he points to habits in
the debtor which are presumably the exclusive
right of a man over 21 ; the law says that up to
21, no matter what the habits or appearance of
the person, he is protected even against himself,
by its operation, and the claimant even of a
debt is put out of court by the production
of the birth certificate, It is amazing that
property should be so carefully and securely
protected. So carefully is the young man
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environed by the law, that if he is incited to
anticipate his coming fortune by tradesmen,
money-lenders, and persons of similar class,
such debts are not valid and cannot be re-
covered, provided they come within the term of
luxuries.

It should be noted that, while protection, in
connection with property, is extended to the
age of 21, and is a real and inviolable protec-
tion,—in the case of the girl, the loss of whose
virtue can never be repaired, protection is only
presumably given up to the age of 16, while in
reality, in 50 per cent. of the cases anticipated
by the Act, the legal protection does not extend
beyond the ages of 13 and 14. What a grave
reflection on the humanity of humanity!
Property, however squandered, can be replaced.
In most instances it would be but a temporary
and insignificant loss. The loss of undeveloped
womanhood, however great the punishment
inflicted on the one responsible for it, is irre-
parable. It can never be replaced, and the
injury is so far-reaching that its consequences
are felt for years, not only by the girl herself
concerned, but by all her friends.

The “reasonable cause to believe” clause
applies also to the girl residing in the disorderly
house, where it is enacted by this law that no
girl under 16 shall be permitted to be in or
upon such premises for bad purposes; yet it
is possible for the keeper of such a house to
allow a girl of 14, whose physique makes her
look older, to ply this fearful business there, she
being able to plead that she had “reasonable
cause to believe” that the girl was of or above
the age of 16.
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at the best of times, and who has been trying
to forget this cruel episode. Her mind 1is
confused with sorrow. After a time she recalls
the event, and the magistrate notes that, from
what she says, it is three months and a day
since the wrong was done, and tells the mother
that he cannot grant process, as she has not
applied within three months. True, it is only
one day over the three months, but this proviso
throws its protecting mantle around the man,
and the girl and her mother are hurled from the
bar of justice to bear the shame and the wrong,
without the redress which the law prﬂfesses to
give them.

There is something radically wrong with a
good law which is rendered virtually impotent
by the exercise of two such provisos. These
two provisos become two thieves, between
which the real virtue and life of the clause is
crucified to death.

It is a scandal to the community that such a
beneficent law, passed for the express and sole
purpose of protecting girlhood from the cruelties
of vicious men, should be deprived of nearly all
its strength and power, in that particular direc-
tion, by the two provisos to which we have
referred.

ABDUCTION

Section 4 of thé Criminal Law Amendment
Act was included solely to raise the age of
protection for abduction for immoral purposes
from 16 to 18, which it does as follows :—

“n7. Any person who, with intent that any
unmarried girl under the age of 18 years
should be unlawfully and carnally known by any
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man, whether such carnal knowledge is intended
to be with any particular man, or generally,
takes or causes to be taken such girl out of the
possession and against the will of her father or
mother, or any other person having the lawful
care or charge of her, shall be guilty of a
misdemeanour, and being convicted thereof shall
be liable at the discretion of the court to be
imprisoned for any term not exceeding two
years, with or without hard labour.

““ Provided that it shall be a sufficient defence
to any charge under this section, if it shall be
made to appear to the court or jury that the
person so charged had reasonable cause to
believe that the girl was of or above the age of
18 years.”

Note that in this clause there is no time
limit after which it is impossible to take action
against the man who has been guilty of the
abduction. But there is the same proviso here
as in section 5: if the accused had reasonable
cause to believe that the girl looks more than
18, he 1s acquitted. -

Mark well the subtlety of this proviso. It is
not a question whether the prisoner believed
the girl was over age. There may have been
sworn evidence that he was present at her birth,
or that he had seen her birth certificate. This
knowledge makes no difference. The question
is not whether the prisoner believed, but whether
he had reasonable cause to believe.

It was Daniel O’Connell who declared that
it was easy to drive a coach-and-six through
any Act of Parliament. In the Criminal Law
Amendment Act the legislators have made it
possible for a prisoner charged under a certain
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Act with a certain crime which the law was
made expressly to punish, to plead the Act in
justification of his wrong-doing, and to demand
an acquittal under that very law, which throws
its protecting, not its condemning, arms around
him.

VAGRANCY AMENDMENT ACT

In contrast to the above Act is the Amend-
ment to the Vagrancy Act, which assumes a
crime, and calls upon the prisoner to prove
otherwise. In 1898 the following amendment
to the Vagrancy Act was passed by Parliament,
and in administration has proved a most
salutary law :—

“1. (1) Every male person who—

() knowingly lives wholly or in part on
the earnings of prostitution ; or

'(8) in any public place persistently solicits
or importunes for immoral purposes,
shall be deemed a rogue and a vaga-
bond within the meaning of the
Vagrancy Act, 1824, and may be dealt
with accordingly.

“(3) Where a male person is proved to live
with, or to be habitually in the company of,
a prostitute, and has no visible means of
subsistence, he shall, unless he can satisfy the
court to the contrary, be deemed to be know-
ingly living on the earnings of prostitution.”

Similar provisions have been made for Scot-
land by an Act of 1gor; but it has not been
found nécessary to apply either Act to Ireland.

It is nothing for the prisoner to plead that
the woman was willing to share her ill-gotten
gains with him, that she was of full age, that he
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meant to return the money at some future time.
The law says “living wholly or in part,” and,
as there is no proviso attached, the law means
what it says,and the man is forthwith condemned.
This Act also provides that a man can be given
in charge for habitually or persistently soliciting
or importuning a woman in a public place for
immoral purposes. It has always been possible
for a man to give a woman in charge for
soliciting him, but up to the passing of this Act
it has never been possible for a woman to
charge a man for exactly the same offence.
Even here it is said by some authorities that it
is not meant to apply to a man soliciting a
woman. If it does not, it leaves the law still
unfair in its inequality. As there is no proviso
attached to this clause, it is fair to assume that
it means what it says, 7.e. that if a man solicits
a woman in a public place he can be given in
charge and prosecuted. This is certainly as it
should be, and would make the punishment for
solicitation equal for both men and women
committing the same offence.

INDECENT ADVERTISEMENTS AcCT

There is also the Act which is described as
the Indecent Advertisements Act, 1889, the
object of which was to put a stop to the cir-
culation of pamphlets, and the posting or dis-
tribution of handbills issued by quack doctors,
professing to deal with nervous debility and
secret diseases. The value of this Act is that, for
the first time in English law, it clearly defines
what words are to be regarded as indecent.
Section 5 says:i— '
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“Any advertisement relating to syphilis,
gonorrheea, nervous debility, or other complaint
or infirmity arising from or relating to sexual
intercourse, shall be deemed to be printed or
written matter of an indecent nature within the
meaning of section 3 of this Act, if such
advertisement is affixed to or inscribed on any
house, building, wall, hoarding, gate, fence,
pillar, post, board, tree, or other thing whatsoever,
so as to be visible to a person being in or passing
along any street, public highway, or footpath, or
1s affixed to or inscribed on any public urinal,
or is delivered or attempted to be delivered to
any person being in or passing along any street,
public highway, or footpath.”

IMMoORAL Books AND OBsCENE PICTURES

There is perhaps no source of greater social
trouble or danger than the circulation of
immoral books and pictures. The indecent
picture or obscene book achieves but one
object, accomplishes but one purpose—the moral
wrecking of the individual or home brought
under its blighting influence. Like the disease-
begetting bacillus, once in the system, disease,
more or less severe, is inevitable.

“* Lascivious metres, to whose venom sound,
The open ear of youth doth always listen.”

Let a man surrender himself to the interested
contemplation of such books and pictures, and
he will find that in all the range of temptation
by which human nature is surrounded there is
no more subtle or potent agency of evil. Like
some mysterious narcotic, its presence deadens
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person or persons for selling indecent books
and pictures. Here, again, the process is all
against the interest of the community and in
favour of the traders. The procedure is as
follows :— '

A person having purchased an obscene
picture or book, goes to the magistrate, pro-
duces the picture or book, and asks for a
search warrant. If in the opinion of the
magistrate the book or picture produced is
indecent, and there is evidence to satisfy him
that there are on the premises in which the
sale took place other books or articles of a
like nature for publication for purposes of gain,
and that they are of such a nature that the
publication would be punishable as an obscene
libel, he grants a search warrant, which .is
executed by the police, who raid the shop or
house referred to, and take everything which
in their opinion comes within the term indecent.
The officers then convey the things seized to
the police station, thus terminating part one of
the procedure.,

The person on whose complaint the seizure
has been carried out has then to apply for a
summons against the man to show cause why
the books and pictures which have been seized
should not be ordered to be destroyed. This
summons must be taken out within seven days,
and a second summons has to be taken out
charging the proprietor of the shop or place
where the article has been seized, with selling
the one copy or copies which were produced

when the original summons was granted.

- The man is charged with a misdemeanour,
and must be sent for trial, as it is not possible

5
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the case is brought, power to inflict a fine or
imprisonment, without necessarily sending the
case for trial.

“2, To make the magistrate’s order to
destroy the books and photographs final, and
not allowing the right of appeal against his
decision.

‘3. Where cases are sent for trial, the costs
of the prosecution to be allowed, as in other
cases of misdemeanour.”

The same class of crime can be dealt with
under the Vagrant Act (5 George 1v. c. 83,
sec. 4) and the Towns Police Clauses Act, 1847
(sec. 28), and also the Metropolitan Police Act,
1839 (2 and 3 Vic. c. 47, sec. 54, sub-sec. 12).
These can only be enforced by the police,
having special reference to the street form of
this kind of offence, such as offering for sale in
the streets, or at fairs. Under the Vagrant Act
the man is convicted as a rogue and vagabond,
three months being the maximum amount of
punishment that can be awarded.

Under the Towns Police Clauses Act the
maximum is fourteen days. Under the Metro-
politan Police Act the maximum is a fine of
408.

INCEST

Another very grave scandal is the fact that
incest is not regarded as a crime by the law
of England, and that our Statute Book therefore
contains no penalties for the parent who is so
unnatural as to wrong his own child. So that
it is possible for a father to live with his own
daughter, and have a family by her, and a
brother to use his sister in the same way, and
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law is not strong enough to restrain the evil-
doers, or punish those who break it, but
because it is allowed by the authorities to
become a dead letter.

The proper administration of the law depends
upon the local authorities, who are what they
are as the result of public opinion.

There are sufficient laws on the Statute Book to
put down those incentives to vice which abound
in most towns, and which not only destroy the
moral life and manhood of those influenced by
them, but create an atmosphere detrimental to
the healthy mental and spiritual development of
the young of the town, for the protection and
proper upbringing of whom we are, in a
measure, responsible.

The law casts around such its protecting
arms, but the strength of those arms depends
very much upon the enthusiasm and vigour with
which they are upheld by the public opinion
created by the good citizens.

Without the benevolent protection afforded
by the law, citizen life would be well-nigh
impossible. The eye, the ear, and the mind
would be deluged with pollution of the foulest
kind. The lawis a guardian angel in the matter
of public morals.

There are still those who define all laws which
in any way deal with the domestic and social
relations of men and women as of the Grand-
motherly type of Legislation. We are accus-
tomed to the high-falutin’ appeals to freedom
when laws are made to punish men who are
slaves of vice. There is a very popular cant-
phrase, that you cannot make men good or
sober by Act of Parliament. It is false to say
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credible to the ordinary mind. That vice in
its various and multifarious ramifications should
present some hideous specimens of sin can
easily be understood, but it is difficult to
believe that there exists a well equipped and
thoroughly organised body of men and women
to deal in women for immoral purposes. These
study how best to entrap the unwary by ad-
vertisements offering advantageous positions,
and, by other devices and false pretences,
obtain possession of them, and then dispose of
them through the various Continental agencies,
This is a state of things which ought not to be
allowed in countries governed by the civilising
influences of Christianity,. We found that
hundreds of women of all nationalities were
bargained for, bought, and sold, just in the
same manner as a merchant would deal with
his ordinary merchandise. This, too, against
the will of the persons sold, and in spite of
existing laws in several of the countries affected,
which were formulated for the purpose of stop-
ping such enterprises and punishing those who
engage in them.

Finding the horrors of this traffic to be equal
to, if not worse than, the old forms of slavery,
and that -national laws were unable to cope
with an international crime, we felt it imperative
to call the attention of Europe to the need of
concerted action, We organised national
Committees to strengthen national laws, and
by the co-operation of the different European
Governments to obtain an international law or
agreement, which will effect the punishment of
these men and women, and make it certain,
swift, and effectual. English law, as it at
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and give greater protection to the dupes of
these men.

It is satisfactory to know that Europe has
been roused on this matter, that national
Committees have been formed in every capital
of Europe, that in many instances national
laws have been improved, and that recently
a Conference was held in Paris, composed
of thirty-six delegates from sixteen countries,
to devise some method of an international
character for the better protection of young
_ women, and the enactment of international laws
which would bring swift, sure, and effectual
punishment to the traffickers in human mer-
chandise.

Within the last few weeks of the publication
of this article the official Conference has been
followed by a Congress in Germany, called
together by the German National Committee,
and under the auspices of the National Vigilance
Association. No more remarkable Congress
has ever been held, both as regards the number
and influence of the delegates attending. The
delegates numbered three hundred, representing
the following countries—England, Germany,
France, Russia, Holland, Switzerland, Belgium,
Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Spain, Austria, and
Hungary. It was welcomed by the German
Emperor and Empress, and the delegates
were entertained by them. Governments were
officially represented, and members of Royal
Houses were amongst those who acted as dele-
gates. The reality of the movement and its
future development were indicated by one of
the resolutions, which remitted to the National
Vigilance Association the request to establish






IV
MORALITY AND LITERATURE
By PErcy WM. BunTting, M.A.

AM asked to say something in this volume
about the relations of literature with moral-
ity. In a general sense the subject would

be overwhelming; for literature, after all, is
chiefly concerned with morality. It is true that
authors, like other artists, have often girded at
morality as an attempted fetter on the liberty of
their genius, and tried to establish a principle of
“Art for Art.” It is in vain. Art, apart from
any serious interest in its subject, rapidly de-
generates into mere cultivation of style; and
style, by itself, soon runs very thin. It is like
the smile of the Cheshire cat when the cat has
disappeared. Art, in fact,—and the more truly
the greater the art,—is concerned mainly with
life, 7z.e. with human feeling and human conduct.

In the discussion some years ago of the
sceptical question, “Is life worth living?” Mr
Mallock asked where the greater literature would
be if there were no such thing as conscience ;
what would become of “Hamlet,” of the *“Divina
Commedia,” of Aschylus, nay, of Homer? Art
cannot get away from morality and live, and,
when the artist feels cramped and fettered in
developing his thnugh'g by considerations of
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general decadence. But every formulated rule
of conduct conflicts at particular times and
places with individual liberty, and is opposed
and denounced by that free spirit which makes
most of liberty, and brings forward a fierce
energy and passion which scorn limitation ; and
this is particularly true of persons of genius,
born artists in literature. Hence a conflict of
interests, which requires to be adjusted. Com-
pare it with another branch of morality—say
the Eighth Commandment. The passion to
acquire property also lies at the root of civilisa-
tion. It is on the whole for good; but it may
take too absolute a form, and result in theft.
However wholesome the vigorous desire for
goods may be in the individual, if he oversteps
the social limit he 1s suppressed or tutored,
possibly to the permanent injury of his ac-
quisitive instinct.

The artist, then, however great his genius,
must abide by the social laws which protect
decency. But here I may insert one or two
remarks which have an important bearing on
what those laws ought to be. The first regards
the distinction between coarseness and licentious-
ness. It is a literary attack on these laws to
paint vice in attractive and seductive colours.
But if we look into the writings of centuries ago,
or even a much less remote period, we find
things said in good literature which no one
would tolerate nowadays. Why? Partly, no
doubt, because the moral law of the sexes has a
greater hold on people than it used to have,
and the social law is therefore stricter. But
also very much because the standard of taste
has risen, in correspondence with this heightened
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and art and ethics are alike unsound which try
to forget this fact. But, while rooted in the
physical, they develop, with real civilisation, into
the most lovely flowers of spiritual relation and
spiritual thought ; and the true business of art,
including literature, is to expound and develop
them in those spiritual fields—not with
squeamishness, still less with the prominent
over-refinement which at once confesses and
sins ; but certainly with the springing effort
upwards which instinctively glorifies and idealises
even the plainest material things.

If we ask what is the function of law in these
matters ? the answer is that law is concerned
with little but the protection of the social code
of decency. There are subtle tendencies which
the law cannot test or touch. Gross appeals to
coarse thought can be restrained, more easily
in pictures, perhaps, than in books. There is a
whole class of printed matter which at the first
glance is solely aimed at exciting lustful passions.
But even here there are distinctions to be drawn.
In the older classics the lines of morality and
of decorum were very slight : society was much
coarser and more licentious. But the very
remoteness of the period and the style make
their coarse delineations less effective. The
nasty mind may hunt up plenty of obscene
passages, but the works are for the most part
in the hands only of the more educated and
restrained portion of the community : if cheap
editions of the more realistic and popular
classics be issued, they can, and ought to be, and
perhaps usually are, expurgated. Aristophanes
is not read in sixpenny editions, and Boccaccio
at a shilling certainly ought to be a selection.
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the anguish of their shame and motherhood
alone, — that country or empire would be
within a measurable distance of the fate of
Sodom.

It is the one lesson of all history, that the
judgment of nations is not reserved for any
future Assize, but is being transacted in this
world, and beneath these skies. Men may not
realise it, but they are standing even now before
the bar of the Son of Man, and are being
judged. Many world-wide empires have already
passed into the outer darkness. Nineveh,
Thebes, Babylon, Athens, Rome, are shades and
ghosts —memories, names, spent forces. Butin
every case the failure, which was ultimately
manifested on the battlefield, did not begin
there, but in the home, in the domestic and
social life of the people. When social morality
becomes lax, when marriage is avoided and
dishonoured, when the courtesan is acknow-
ledged as a necessity, and unblushingly
admitted 1into palace and mansion, when
children to any large extent become mothers,
and when there 1s an increasing population of
illegitimate and heterogeneous births, there is
no chance of that nation avoiding the common
fate which has befallen every great nation of
antiquity. Egyptian civilisation was one of the
- lengest lived of the ancient types of national life,
because, as the monuments attest, the position
of the wife was always beside her husband, and
impurity was reprobated. And our German
forefathers were more than a match for the
whole power of Rome, because, as Tacitus says,
their women were held in higher reverence, and
believed to have in them an element of the
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of the laws of life, and under the mistaken
impression that certain practices were not only
harmless, but even necessary to health. There
are maxims and codes of conduct in vogue
amongst young men, which the elder seek to
impose on the younger, the sixth form on the
third, and which are capable of being maintained
by subtle arguments, but which are altogether
damnable. The fruits of such so-called philo-
sophy are like the apples of Sodom, and are
produced on the hot marl which is cast up
from the pit.

An eminent physician alludes to these when
he says : “ The opinions which, on grounds falsely
called physiological, suggest or permit unchastity,

‘are terribly prevalent among young men; but
they are absolutely false. With all the force of
any knowledge I possess, or any authority I have,
I assert that this belief is contrary to fact; I
assert that no man ever yet was in the slightest
degree or way the worse for continence, or
better for incontinence.

“From incontinence during married life all
are worse morally ; a clear majority are, in the
end, worse physically ; and in no small number
the result is, and ever will be, utter physical
shipwreck on one of the many rocks, sharp,
jagged-edged, which beset the way, or on one of
the banks of festering slime which no care can
possibly avoid.”

If young men and women are to be saved

- from becoming the prey of designing tempters
and temptresses, it is certain that they must be
forearmed by correct and healthy views of the
nature and uses of those wonderful functions
with which God has endowed them. You can-
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himself, and keenly inquisitive for full initiation,
if he finds that he knows nothing of this en-
grossing mystery ?

“Is it right, is it fair, is it consistent with
religious duty or with common-sense, that a
little boy of eight or ten or twelve should
be sent at this impressible age, to hear
for the first time of facts of human nature,
which must ere long be known, and are part of
God’s appointment? Does not every dictate
of humanity and of reason point to the con-
clusion that the dawn of this knowledge should
be invested with all that is tender and loving
and pure and sacred, instead of being shrouded
in the mists of innuendo, or blazoned forth in
the shamelessness of bestiality? There is really
no answer but one to such a question;.and
the plain truth is, that fathers, perhaps more,
mothers, must recognise the duty which lies
upon them to teach their children, at such
times, in such words, and with such reserva-
tions, as the character of each child may
suggest, the elements at least of that knowledge,
which will otherwise be learnt but a very little
later from a widely different set of instructors.
I lay down the principle as admitting of no
exception—I do not anticipate even one dis-
sentient voice from any who read me—that
no boy ought ever to be allowed to go to
school, without learning from his father or his
mother, or from some brother, or tried friend
considerably older than himself, the simple
facts as to the laws of birth, and the terrible
danger of ever coming to talk of these
phenomena as matters of frivolous and filthy
conversation.”
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boy who despises this warning is justly turned
out of the school on conviction.”

Here I turn to a clergyman, under whose
roof I am staying, as I write these words, and
ask him how he was first informed as to the
secrets of our birth and life, and he confesses
that he will never forget the keen pain which he
experienced, when, as a fresh boy in a public
school, he heard for the first time, in the
grossest terms, things which had never been
breathed by a single creature in the pure home
from which he had been sent forth without a
word of explanation or warning. Surely it must
have been better for him to learn of these
wonderful processes from the strong pure lips of
father or mother, than to have been initiated
under such circumstances; because, ever after-
wards, they would cause a sense of impurity
and shame to linger around that which, as it
came from the Creator, was neither common
nor unclean.

On board an Atlantic liner I once had the
opportunity of a considerable amount of
conference with a Roman Catholic priest, who
was deeply interested in the cause of education,
and had heard the confessions of thousands of
boys and youths. He gave it as his deliberate
opinion that nine out of ten were more or less
addicted to impurity.

The President of the Royal College of
Surgeons, in a lecture delivered in 1885, which
was finally accepted by a Committee of public-
school masters, and published by the White
Cross League, computed that 8o per cent. of
boys at boarding schools were tainted with
impure practices. The White Cross secretary,
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their hearts, their imaginations, and their
physical organisation. In other cases, sheer
ignorance of the most elementary facts, as we
observed in our opening sentences, has laid
young girls open to nameless temptations.
They have been entrapped and ruined through
their absolute want of wunderstanding; for
“surely in vain is the net spread in the sight
of any bird.”

Which parent is most fitted to deal with this
question? Great names may be quoted for the
mother. Ibsen said, “To the woman we must
look for the solution of the problem of
humanity.” Speaking of the influence of woman
on man, Ruskin says, ‘“ All that is dark in him,
she must purge into purity ; all that is failing in
him, she must strengthen with truth; from her,
through all the world’s clamour, he must win his
praise ; in her, through all the world’s warfare,
he must find his peace.” And the late Cardinal
Manning said to one who asked his advice,
“You must aim chiefly at the mother ; you will
find the father far more reluctant to move.”

As I write, I call to mind the salutary effect
produced by a dear friend of mine over her boys
who have now grown into their young manhood,
wearing the white flower of a stainless youth.
It was her invariable practice, when they were
little, to go into their bedrooms, after they were
in bed, and when the light was out, sit down
beside them and talk of all the bygone ex-
periences of the day. She would extract from
them in the most natural way the story of the
‘boys in whose company they had been, what
they had talked about, how they had acted.
‘She made herself their confidant and friend,
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never showing surprise or anger, but just
receiving their confidences, confirming and
strengthening them where they had done right,
advising in perplexity, extracting the poison
where it had been subtly instilled, and correct-
ing the low false standards by which they and
their schoolfellows were being seduced. Even,
afterwards, when they had become old enough
to go as boarders to a public school, she still
continued the practice when they returned home
for their holidays. Indeed it was one of the
great anticipations, on which they set their
hopes, that their mother would come and talk
to them as she did when they were little boys.
In this way she was still able to carry on her
careful work of meeting poison by its antidote,
the disease with its specific, darkness by light,
and hatred by love.

Might not more women do this holy work ?
In after-life it would have the same blessed
result as in this case : the sons would idolise the
mother, would be her knight-errants, would tell
all their secrets, and ultimately consult her about
the lady of their choice. Throughout their life
they would respect all women because of their
mother’s sex, and would be prepared for her
sake to stand up for the oppressed, the wronged,
and the tempted, and even to lift some fallen
wilted flower which had been beaten to the
earth by the storm.

At the same time, I greatly shrink from
* allowing that fathers should delegate this sacred
office to the mothers; for, in doing so, they
would forfeit one of the most precious oppor-
tunities of coming into touch, and keeping in
touch, with their growing lads, and so prevent-
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ing that aloofness which so often comes in
between a man and his sons when they reach
their teens. They are apt to call him ‘“the
governor,” to treat his wishes with disrespect,
to rebel against the arrangements of the house,
such as family prayer, the shutting of the front
door at a fixed hour, and the right to smoke
within doors. But all this incessant friction is
prevented, if the father becomes the beloved
elder brother and comrade of his boys; and
there is no way of doing this so easy and
obvious as in being beforehand with their
needs for direction and strength in life’s battle,
and in talking freely with them about the
matters which are beginning to bulk largely
before their thoughts. They feel that their
father respects them, recognises that they have
become men, and treats them to a measure of
_equality with himself. All such treatment of
growing lads is apt to bind them and their
father in a strong and noble affection, which
dignifies and enriches each.

Moreover, it is probable that lads will set
greater store on their father’s words, because he
can speak from experience: he is fighting some-
thing of the same battle, and can point them to
the sources of spiritual strength.  There can be
no manner of doubt, as Sir James Paget had
asserted, that chastity does no harm to body or
mind, that its discipline is excellent, and that
marriage may safely be waited for. Verdicts
like this have been given by all the leading men
of the medical faculty. But, after all, there is
no testimony that so appeals to young men as
to hear their father say that he has tried it for
himself amid all the wiles and pitfalls of a young
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the elder from the younger, the girls from the
boys, can do this. It is perfectly marvellous to
watch how far this particular care is carried in
India—the land of rivers, tanks, and pools of
water, in which the whole population, without
reserve, is constantly bathing. Though women
are perpetually performing their ablutions before
the eye of the passer-by, anything approaching
the exposure of the person is unknown.

Next, you must advise the boy or girl to
respect the nature which God has given ; you
must urge that there should be no tampering
with the physical organism, with which God has
entrusted each as a special talent; you must
advise that the company of those who make
indecent allusions, or tell bad stories, should be
constantly avoided; you must put the young
knight of the White Rose on his honour to tell
you what may have transpired, and which he
may have felt was not -quite pure and sweet ;
and you must promise that, if there are any
questions that are troubling and perplexing the
mind, instead of going to others for informa-
tion, he should come to you. Whenever such
questions are put, you must not play off the
credulity of the little inquirer with palpable
falsehoods and misstatements of fact; for he
will be sure to find you out, and will not trust
you again. There is nothing more terrible than
to forfeit the trust of a little child. In the
words of Christ, such a one deserves to have a
millstone hanged about his neck and be cast
into the sea. :

In all cases, before going to their boarding
schools, young boys and girls should be warned
against that awful abuse of nature; which, like a
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have realised how much they have cost them.
Fathers have borne witness that there has been
a new attachment between them and their
growing boys, as they have experienced the
strange new sense of being taken into their
secrets. If any shrink from this, let them
remember that it is not as though the alter-
native were ignorance and innocence, but the
dread alternative of having the facts told with
every distortion that impurity and immodest
prying into the secrets of married union can
suggest.

As young manhood arrives, the mother who
has kept her hold upon her son, by her loving
trust and confidence, finds her supreme chance.
By her motherhood and womanhood, she pleads
that her son should respect all women, deceive
and degrade none; that he should pity with
an infinite compassion the tempted and fallen ;
‘that he should be a Sir Galahad, whose purity
gives him the strength of ten; that he should
treat with politeness even the poor creatures
who solicit him in the street, and who are
abashed before the high courtesy of perfect and
unsullied purity.

But the highest work, after all, we can do for
all whom we love is to bind on them the
shining armour of Christian knighthood, teach-
ing them that their bodies are the temples of
the Holy Ghost, who 1s in them, and showing
them that, if in the first germ or suggestion of
evil they turn instantly to the living Christ, He
will succour them, and with His might meet
and vanquish the foul fiend of impure suggestion
and desire.

It is hardly possible to speak too warmly of

7
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the tractlets of the White Cross Society, which
are specially prepared by some of the most
trusted and experienced leaders in this holy
cause. The study of this invaluable series
would give parents, guardians, and ministers
suggestions and hints as to the manner in which
to deal with the question, as it concerns boys
and girls, or young men and women. Indeed,
if it is not possible to speak directly to any
young soul that seems in peril, it would at least
be wise to put one or more of these elegantly
edited tractlets in the hand or send through the
post. Personally, I shall never be thankful
enough that at one critical period of my own
life a copy of a similar appeal somehow came
into my possession. I can see the book as I
write, and remember how it thrilled me as I
glanced through its contents, and then sat down
to its quiet perusal.

It is wise, not only to caution the young and
eager souls that gather around us, but to keep
them thoroughly occupied in wholesome and
healthy pastimes and pursuits. Often tempta-
tion comes on us, when our life is devoid of
other interests. Fill the young mind with love
for nature, exercise the young faculties with
congenial occupations, put the young limbs in
the way of regular strenuous exercise,—you have
done more than you can calculate, to secure
victory in the great fight for purity.

The story of Arthur and his Table Round
always fascinated our youth; but with what new
zest we turn to it, told as only the late Laureate
could tell it—the more so when we see that it
is a great spiritual romance and parable ! Arthur
is our spirit, which God last created in His own
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of one sex or the other, there need be no doubt
that, if any good can be done among men, it
will help to remedy one great principal seat of
the disorder. When men go wrong, everyth.ng
goes wrong. And when men go wrong, it is
because something has been wrong with their
boyhood.

This enables us to gauge the gravity of the
special subject of this essay. But, to come
nearer to it, we may say further that if a higher
tone is to be gained by boys it will be mainly
due to the action of parents. There is a
growing and very just feeling that the parent
is more important than the schoolmaster, and,
though a great deal can be done, and is being
done, by co-operation between the two, it is
pretty certain that the great hope of a higher
standard of purity lies in a deepening sense of
parents’ responsibility towards their boys.

Thus we have to consider some fundamental
principles of training in so far as they bear on
the special subject of the training in purity of
life and of thought. But, as will be attempted
to be shown, there is a considerable danger
in any isolated treatment of the subject. It
can hardly fail to be misleading and mischievous
if suggestions are set out for dealing with this
particular infirmity of human nature, when it
is obviously in its very nature only a specific
form in which weakness of principle manifests
itself—a certain way in which inclination is
allowed to override conscience. And when it
is set thus in its true relation to sin in general,
it becomes plain that this evil ought to be
treated primarily from the point of view of
religious training. One great assumption will
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be made throughout : that a belief in a personal
God and in a Redemption of mankind through
Christ absolutely binds us to consider always
that the inculcation of this belief into the minds
of the young is the first grand object of training.
I say a delief binds us. There is, of course, at
the present time a vast and almost incredible
amount of haziness and indolence in the matter
of religious belief. Thousands of people are
unable to say that they reject the Christian
faith, and equally unable, apparently, to give
it its obviously right place among things that
claim human attention, namely, the first place.
To justify this statement would be beside the
purpose of this essay; I only say this much
to make it clear that this is not an attempt to
lay down rules as to conduct, as if conduct
could be considered apart from or as more
important than religion. The hope is that
the bearings of Christianity upon life’s problems
will help us to see how to act in a matter of
immense gravity and of some difficulty.

At the same time, should any reader be
inclined to take exception to this general
attitude, I would plead that with a little patience
he may possibly derive some benefit from a
treatment of the subject which is not, as he
might wish, entirely ethical, but mainly religious.
At least there is nothing in the least antagonistic
between the two; and, if any considerations
deduced from religious notions be felt to be
true, they will commend themselves equally to
those whose interest in the subject is due to
its importance as a department of morals, and
to its influence on the happiness or misery of
our fellow-creatures.



@he Mloral Training of Pouths 103

We begin, then, by reminding ourselves that
the responsibility of a Christian parent consists,
briefly, in this: his duty to bring home to the
child’s mind what he believes to be true about
God. If this is successfully done, it is certain
to have an elevating effect on conduct. No
Christian can really suppose that to imbue a
child with the teaching of the New Testament
will make him selfish or indolent or untruth-
ful. There need be no anxiety whatever on
this point as thus stated. But one great
difficulty at once suggests itself as soon as the
application of the principle to ordinary life
begins to be contemplated. How and in what
order and following what lines should a parent
set about imparting the truth about man’s re-
demption from sin, and the Fatherhood of God,
and so forth? And at this juncture it is that
in a deplorably large number of cases the
attempt i1s made in a perfunctory manner: the
subject seems difficult, and the premises of
belief are often rather uncertain, and there
appear to be many inducements to confine the
teaching to such matters as a very young child
can understand—mainly matters of conscience
in rudimentary questions of daily duty. How-
ever much stress is laid on these things, it is
quite easy to let all the teaching about religion
become a mere casual accessory to the real
life ; and especially is this the case when moral
problems are treated apart from religion—when
the deepest instincts of a child’s conscience
are appealed to, but nothing is done to bring
the appeal into relation with the knowledge,

~ already slightly imparted, of God. Do not the
- known facts about grown-up men fully bear
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childhood to be commoner than it is. So we
pass on to the next method—the one recom-
mended by Mr. Herbert Spencer: it consists
in letting the child feel that the parent’s love
and favour are affected by his attitude towards
wrong-doing. Not so much the infliction of
punishment as the change of demeanour would
be relied on to produce the necessary feeling
in the little culprit, that the wrong action is a
thing in itself undesirable, because it induces
coldness where before there had been love, in
a quarter where the rightness of this disapproval
could not be questioned, and where the change
would be most distressing. And, where this
is steadily and sagaciously carried out, there
is no doubt that a strong influence towards
good habits of conduct in early life 1s brought
to bear. |
But what is there in this to carry a boy
through the perils of early manhood, and to
give him a set of principles which will support
him against the worldliness and materialism of
middle life? If we grant the assumption with
which we set out, that the main object of train-
ing 1s to teach the idea of God in His dealings
with mankind, by means of the experiences of
youth, it is plain that Mr. Spencer’s method
stops short of the point where morals verge into
religion. Moreover, it leaves the boy with no
higher or more permanent sanction for conduct
than the approval of his parents—a sanction
which, in the nature of things, must before very
long be withdrawn, and to which in any case he
is likely to yield a less and less unquestioning
allegiance. And, even if it were more per--
manently successful than it is, it would not be
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religious, still less Christian, training. Christian
training would utilise these experiences to
enlarge and hallow the idea of the parental
relation, but with the object always present of
making that relation the means of interpreting
the idea of God as a Father. A child begins to
understand what is meant by God’s displeasure
at sin when he has learnt what his parents’
displeasure is, and has seen how it is combined
with and grows out of the tenderest love for
him. And as he comes to discern that they—
both of them—base their strength and rest their
confidence in an unseen Being, his mind quite
naturally adapts itself to the worship and ac-
knowledgment of God. And again, through
other experiences, not only through sin, he
may be led to understand the main principles
of Christ’'s work for man. Every act of self-
sacrifice that he is induced to make for the
sake of others, every tale of heroism, as well as
the mysterious sense of remorse which attends
upon all concession to inclination against the
voice of conscience,—these things enable him
to give heed when he is told of the joy set
before the Saviour, and of the mysterious
mental darkness felt when He was brought into
close contact with human sin. And this result
is due to the gentle reminders given by his
instructors, which link together these facts of
life and the teaching of the Gospel story. The
connection must be constantly suggested—very
briefly and simply and unobtrusively—or it will
not be felt; but, where this is done, a child is
likely to grow to the time of youth and Confirma-
tion, ready to receive the more difficult teaching
as to reception of life through Christ, and
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the bearing of the Church ordinances on the
struggles and problems of advancing years.

But there are other experiences also which
are too inevitable to be passed over, and which
a wise parent will be careful to utilise, with the
same great end ever in view. For instance, the
right use of food is one of the things which
animals apparently practise, in almost every
case, instinctively and without discipline. Man
requires discipline far more in this matter than
he ordinarily gets. Indeed, so mischievous is
man’s influence that we find the only instances
among animals of grossness in the matter of
food is in the case of the highly domesticated,
such as pet dogs or prize pigs. But, though
men frequently abuse the appetite for food, it
is in spite of some teaching which they all
receive: no mother would allow her children
to grow up wholly in ignorance of the laws of
diet and digestion, nor would she suppose that
it could be well for them to learn these laws
through painful experience of stomach troubles
resulting from excess. She will give him certain
warning counsels, and by example and precept
strive to train him into the habit of controlling
an imperious appetite. More than this: she
will check any inclination to let the thoughts
dwell much on the subject, feeling sure that,
even if under parental control a child uses a
kind of enforced moderation, the day will come
when, if his mind has not been filled with other
wholesome subjects, and unless he has the
principle of self-restraint ingrained into him
along with the habit, natural inclination will
assert itself, and there will be nothing to hold
him back from disastrous excess.
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of our subject, let it be carefully noted that this
most desirable result depends on the extent to
which the leading facts of life as he knows
them have been correlated with his deepest
instincts of reverence and his idea of God.

As in everything else to do with the moral
life, there is a choice which must be made by
the parents. They may either inculcate self-
control from prudential motives, or they may
appeal to a higher law. The only higher law a
child can understand is the law of God, inter-
preted for him constantly by his parents’
influence. In other words, he has formed a
conception of a Divine Being all-mighty and all-
loving. As he learns to look on his own body
as part of God’s workmanship and stamped with
the impress of the Divine Creator, then to obey
the laws of health will be to him a part of his
reasonable service. It will be a self-restraint
aiming Godward, so to speak. But the other
set of motives, as soon as the parents’ special
supervision is a thing of the past, either will
pass away or become in reality selfish. The
only permanent element in them will be the
desire to make the best of himself; and, when
that becomes the primary motive, its effect is
not only anti-Christian, but anti-religious in any
sense, and certain to be mischievous.

But as the boy passes from childhood into
youth a totally new set of experiences befalls
him. His body gradually fits itself for the
performance of new functions, and the period
of growth in which this takes place is marked
by a deepening sense of personality, a quicken-
ing of the emotional faculties as well as (in
many cases) by new physical feelings which
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and prayer on the part of the parents; and
continued long enough very often to cast a dark
gloom over the young life, and to induce a
somewhat morbid introspection, or at any rate a
certain loss of frank simplicity, which school-
masters know well. And of this particular evil
it must be said, Corruptio optimi pessima.

The second prevailing symptom is that, in
cases where boys will seek counsel (as at the
time of Confirmation occasionally happens),
there is no great difficulty in applying a suc-
cessful check to the mischief. But it must be
remembered that it has often lasted for two
years before Confirmation, and sometimes for a
good deal more, and that the younger it begins,
generally the more stubborn it is.  Also it is by
no means certain that any boy will confess this
trouble to anyone, and it is not suggested that
any means should be adopted to make him do
so if he does not wish.

The third general fact is that, if not checked,
there is no exaggerating the hideous havoc of a
human life which may ultimately come about.
It must again be said that such issues are
comparatively rare; and it is probably a mis-
chievous exaggeration to talk of lunatic asylums
and the like, by way of deterrent, to a boy
sinking into bad habits. The majority of such
boys require no deterrents. They soon find
out the sad facts of their thraldom. They
know little or nothing of the spiritual evils, at
least not definitely ; but the physical evils they
are prone to exaggerate. But parents ought
to know that if things go really wrong, if there
is some obscure hereditary taint, some laxity in
earlier training, and, as is common, total neglect
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ignorant and too modest to speak ; and, as they
keep silent, the public opinion which gives utter-
ance is that of the worst, not of the best class.
Again, there is the indubitable fact that the
bearings of this great question are not exhausted
by considerations as to boy-life only. A con-
siderable number of boys, as has been already
said, can get through their teens without
collapse, though their record if fully known
would not be a clean one. And among these
there would be some in whom the defilement
has been restricted almost entirely to the
thoughts. But what of the later life? People
of course differ as to their verdicts on the morals
of the present generation of young men: some
think that there has been a great rise among the
educated ones, and no improvement among the
lower middle and lower classes. There may be
something in this. But no one will hesitate to
say that the relations of the sexes are bad
enough to warrant any patriot in feeling the
deepest misgiving for the future of the country.
The gross mistake, however, is still made on all
sides, of supposing that the mass of immorality
among young men is simply the result of their
physical temptations after the age of twenty.
It is nothing of the kind. Each fall has had a
history ; and that history may be summed up
by this statement, that since fourteen or there-
abouts the thoughts on this subject have been
depraved because nothing has been said to
elevate them; and the inevitgble result of
depravation of thought is that, given the
opportunity, sooner or later sin is committed.
We must try and face the problem exactly as
it is, and put ourselves as far as possible in the
8
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this subject has for the young is simply that it
is allowed to become a matter of unnatural
mystery, when it ought to be one of natural and
progressive knowledge.

The mysteriousness of a subject which is
inevitably forced on the attention of course pro-
vokes curiosity, or, in other words, stimulates the
imagination. There is no subject which man’s
unassisted imagination cannot to some extent
degrade or at any rate distort; and of no sub-
ject is this so true as of the laws of sexual
development.

But another reason is that, as soon as ever
anything goes wrong either in thought or action,
dissimulation begins, and it is hardly possible
to say how much of ultimate weakness and
insincerity and loss of single-mindedness may
be due to this. And dissimulation begins
inevitably as soon as a boy knows there is
something in his life which must be hidden.

Lastly, there is the deeper reason that
what we really mean by a vitiated view of
these facts of nature means a selfish view.
Let anyone call to mind the exceedingly
strong inclination in most boys from fourteen
to twenty years of age to regard life from
the point of view of how it concerns them, their
welfare, and their wishes, and it will not be
difficult to see that, where there has been no

scounteracting set of notions implanted in the
mind, nothing can prevent the gradually ac-
quired knowledge from being viewed, uncon-
sciously for the most part, in relation to the
question, terribly prominent in the boyish mind,
of how far the pleasures of life may be increased ;
and one by one the new facts are set, so
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to speak, in a selfish framework. The evil
influence that springs from this needs no explain-
ing. We all know that the more of self there is
in any of our imaginings, the more they lose of
truthfulness and health. And, again, it must be
said that of no subject is this so true as it is of
the natural laws of sex.

The upshot therefore is that, while a few may
be said to be almost exempt from the special
danger, the mass of boys are more or less in-
juriously affected. Some are simply frightened
and uneasy at a state of things which seems
somehow to be wrong, or at any rate perilous,
especially as they cannot help fearing that there
may be something wrong with themselves indi-
vidually. These are likely to seek counsel of
the worst advisers in the world—their friends
and acquaintances of the same age; and fortu-
nate indeed they are if they do not gather from
them little but inducements to wrong-doing and
wrong thinking. Others are able to restrain
themselves for a time, and are too upright to
seek for any premature indulgence, but more or
less deliberately look forward to the sin of
fornication when they shall have left school ; or,
if they do not actually contemplate it before-
hand, there is absolutely nothing that they have
heard or read so as to understand which can
afford any safeguard against the fashionable vice.
Of other kinds of collapse there is no need to .
speak. Let it be remembered meantime that, as
already stated, the boys who are by temperament
free from danger themselves and by nature
fitted to be guardians of others, are unable to
say a decisive word in season, simply because
they know nothing and are powerless.
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And these boys are just those whom an erring
companion would hesitate to consult. By a
sure instinct, one knows whether the other has
an affinity for the dark subject or not. Hence
the choice is vitiated before it is made. With-
out formulating the matter to himself, a lad of
fifteen will conclude that his parents are not to
be consulted. In all other experiences of his life
they have given him timely guidance; but in
this matter he is in the midst of most bewilder-
ing troubles before he hears a word from them.
His conclusion must be that they do not wish
to speak about it ; so, for the first time perhaps,
he keeps aloof from his natural teachers, and
sets out to face the most critical ten years of his
life, exposed to good influences which are
almost nullified by silence, and bad influences
quickened by ignorance into the desire for talk
and action.

This grim but very incomplete sketch might
very easily be drawn in far darker outline
without deviating in the least from truth. I
might add many very harrowing facts; but I
trust that enough has been said to make it
fairly clear that boys are exposed to risks
nothing short of tremendous, by the simple fact
that, from shyness and ignorance, their parents
have in this one matter left them completely
without guidance. With a full knowledge of
and sympathy with the difficulties that seem to
beset any action, I can only say that every year
that passes confirms my conviction of the vast
amount of neglect that still exists, and deepens
my sorrow that it should be so.

In considering how best a parent could set
about the task of safeguarding a young boy from
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commissioned to do so, must come with some-
thing of intrusivenessinto a boy’s life? A good
deal of well-intentioned effort on the part of
schoolmasters fails from this reason, though I
admit that if a mother—a widow, for instance—
asks a schoolmaster to undertake the task, and
he begins his talk by explaining that he has her
commission, there is good reason to hope that
the words may be listened to in the right spirit.
None the less it is most distinctly a parent’s
task, and should be recognised as such ; and the
attempt to rely on a form of words betrays a
misapprehension of the whole situation. I
admit that any schoolmaster who has frequently
given counsel to boys will probably say that as
time goes on he has changed his form of words,
and feels sure that he has done so for the better.
But that is because he has gradually grown to
a clear perception of the principles which ought
to underlie any sound teaching on this subject.
As they are gradually learnt, the words employed
will gradually change; and if the principles
come to be based more and more on vital truth,
the expression of them will doubtless gain in
depth and simplicity. But, unless the mind
grasps the principles, it is quite impossible to
give any appealing power to their expression.
The one great hope, therefore, is that if one or
two simple basal principles can be firmly grasped,
each person to whom this task may be committed
may quite naturally, and with first-hand direct-
ness, speak what is within his mind, being
confident that, as Thring used to insist, what is
living in the teacher will give life to the taught.
There are two great steps to be taken in the
teaching ; the fact of maternity has to be the
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never had any doubt that his life has come from
God, somehow; and now that conviction remains
undisturbed, but it is supplanted by the know-
ledge that it was through his own mother that
the mighty work was wrought. She becomes to
him a kind of mediator; she interprets in the
flesh the meaning of the Spirit’s work. Hitherto
she has been to the child the source of the
moral law, but has been careful to refer her
authority to her Heavenly Father; the child
has been taught to connect her word and God’s
word together ; and there i1s nothing in the least
strange to him in hearing that in that which
concerns something more intimate to him even
than his conscience, namely his life, there is a
similar joint action, so to speak, between his
Creator and his mother.

It may seem wise at this time to leave the
fact of paternity out of the question; or at least,
if that course is adopted, there is this to be
said in its favour, that it leaves the child’s mind
face to face with the simple task of thinking of
his mother as the source of his being through
the operation of the Divine Spirit. It is possible
that fuller knowledge at this stage might com-
plicate the acts and disturb the deep and
simple inference. If so far as this the teaching
has been given naturally and above all reverently,
with full reference to the Divine agency through-
out, then, whatever disturbing influences may be
in store later on, the child cannot have failed to
grasp firmly the great fact of God’s action on
this world, in a part of it in which he himself is
most interested, and of which he has most
knowledge : his own being, and his own relation
to his mother,
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There are always critics ready to say that this
result is partly imaginary, that children are not
logical, and so forth. I am convinced they are
wrong. This kind of teaching is very rarely
given indeed: hence the greatest opportunity
of stamping deep into the receptive conscious-
ness, at the right age, the reality and intelligi-
bility of the idea of God as a Heavenly Father
is lost. The name remains, and the conformity
to religious tradition remains, and little else.
It is impossible to conceive of results pointing
more directly to this neglect, than those which
we see around us in rich profusion: I mean
the feeble and infrequent hold upon the idea of
God as a fact in life, so terribly noticeable
among all classes of society. If we teach re-
ligion without reference to facts of experience,
we teach empty sound. If our illustrative facts
do not include the deepest and most intimate
of all, we are disregarding the plainest hint of
Nature as to how to bring children to the
living knowledge of Nature’s Gob.

It is the aim of sound teaching, and it is utterly
silly and untrue to speak of this teaching at the
age of eight, nine, or ten as being difficult to
give. It is perfectly easy, and the child will be
found to be expectant of such help to his
forming a reverent and right view of the universe.
Let anyone carefully think out the results of this
procedure and compare them with the state of
chaotic distrust and perverted curiosity which
characterises a vast number of boys’ minds from
the ages of ten to seventeen years. Is it
possible that such a comparison should fail of
its effect? I should like to add that the
misgivings as to the wisdom of this enlightening
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instruction are confined to those who cannot
know anything about it, namely, those who have
never tried it. Of those who have tried it, not
one is found to favour a policy of reticence
ever again,

We now come to what is much less simple—
the father’s part in explaining the fundamental
facts of paternity. Here are various questions
that may be asked. At what age should it be
given? how far are the explanations to go into
details? and so forth. Should it be given by
means of scientific teaching about plants and
animals ?

As to all of these there will always be difference
of opinion, and, seeing that it must be best for
each man to obey his own instincts to a large
extent, I will restrict myself to pointing out
certain facts and trying to indicate the main
principle which at this point comes into
view.

The most important facts are, that boys, long
before their teens, sometimes as young as five
years old, may begin to injure themselves; but,
of course, vigilance would detect the state of the
case, without any difficult questions being opened.
This i1s a matter of clean nursery life. Very
often damage of a peculiarly irrevocable kind
is done soon after ten, when a little boy goes to
a thoroughly ill-conducted preparatory school.
There are not very many of these now, and
there is no excuse whatever for any parents
choosing such places. Still, as the suggestions
may come in almost anywhere, I would deal
with the matter at this age chiefly as a mere
prohibition and warning. A boy needs to be
told simply what he is not to do, and it can be
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added that the prohibition has something to do
with marriage, which he will learn about when
he is a little older; meantime he must not talk
about these things on any account with other
boys, and, if he is puzzled, he must refer the
matter to his father. Till about thirteen this
ought to be enough. Soon after that age it
becomes necessary to be more explicit and to
go deeper into principles. The question how
best to do this is the hardest of any, but by no
means impossible to answer.

About the age of thirteen or fourteen a boy
will generally be turning the matter over in his
mind in a more or less puzzled condition. The
great object is to forestall the implanting of
any wrong ideas by filling his thoughts with the
sense of a great privilege or trust committed
to his keeping. It is not difficult to present
the whole subject of the transmission of life in
this light. The glory of all life, mineral,
vegetable, animal, can be dwelt on and
illustrated ; but above them and immeasurably
more wonderful is human life, and the boy has
to learn that as he grows to manhood he
becomes the inheritor of the greatest power
that is given to man—the power of transmitting
this life, the highest thing in creation, to
another human being, and calling into the
world a child endowed with an immortal soul.
This is the faculty which brings men under this
aspect near to the Creator Himself, because the
act is a creative act, and, as it is so great, it is
safeguarded with all the holy sanctions of matri-
mony. That is the right aspect under which
this subject should first be presented. If a boy
feels himself to be the recipient of something of
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a sacred privilege, he is appealed to exactly as
St. Paul appealed to his converts, reminding
them of their high calling, of their unspeakable
blessings as Christians, so that with such
thoughts within them they might consider, the
problems of conduct.

Thus the subject may be hallowed from the
start. If unwholesome ideas have lodged in
the mind before this time, then a certain
amount of more direct speaking is required.
In any case, where the boy is going to mix with
others, it is best to remind him further of the
greatness of the subjects, which bad coarse talk
of all kinds drags down into the mire—birth,
marriage, the imparting of life, and his own
relation to his father and mother. This will
partly explain to him the sense of shame with
which every violation of the law of purity is
accompanied, whether it be in thought, word,
or deed: such violation touches what is really
. sacred within him.

In short, the only way to be sure of giving
the right tone to teaching of this kind is to
refer the whole matter to the laws of the Creator,
who is the boy’s Heavenly Father. All be-
wilderment is dispelled when this idea is firmly
planted. I do not say that teaching based
on expediency, or a simple appeal to con-
science, may not be successful; but there is
a very grave peril that such teaching will be
transitory in its effects. The moment we leave
God out of account, whatever appeal we may
make will be taken as made to selfish motives ;
the sanction will be looked for from within ; and
the questions of conduct, divested of holy
associations, will be considered from a point of
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A supplementary appeal should be made; in-
deed, more than one. If a boy is rising to a
position of prominence in his school, he should
be made to feel his responsibility towards others.
There is very little to fear of this being overdone,
though such a thing is possible. Very likely,
however, this task can be safely left to the
schoolmaster. But, sooner or later, before the
facing of the outer world—in a life of business
or in the army—begins, there should undoubtedly
be some serious effort made to bring home to
the lad’s consciousness a few of the simple facts
- of the “social evil ” from the point of view of the
wreckage of women’s lives. One of the many
fundamental troubles which at present beset us is
the faint and feeble hold on the imagination of
respectable young men which these appalling
facts have. Few things are more disheartening
than to hear the tone of utter indifference in
which these unspeakable tragedies are com-
mented on by high-minded youths whose lives
have been, if anything, too much protected.
They know nothing of what a tragedy means:
hence apathy spreads and spreads, in spite of
all that a few earnest workers say and do.
Somehow—and. it is not difficult to do—the far-
off recital of disorders in English life should be
changed into what they really are : the grimmest
possible experiences of human beings, with
hearts made for love and joy, shattered and
degraded ; and all from preventable causes. We
must beware lest this subject, too, be viewed from
the selfish side. If it is, it becomes a stimulus
to sin and pessimism, instead of constituting,
as it ought to, a permanent inducement to
intercession and the work of rescue.
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sight-seeing to go where they can gaze on the
bedizened victim plying her shameful trade
among men who are there to buy what she is
offering for sale.

To those who have thought right, read right,
lived and prayed right, this spectacle of the use
of streets and public places as a market for
vice, and of sight-seers treating it as an entertain-
ment, is one of deepest shame, and for such the
most pressing of problems is how to put an end
to the shame by clearing the streets of those
who would use them for infamous purposes.

A great deal of well-meant nonsense is talked
about ‘“the liberty of the subject,” whenever
there is on foot a more than usually sincere and
earnest effort to clear the streets. Some good
people seem to be so zealous in defending the
vicious from injustice, that it seems as if they
were in danger of forgetting that vice is in itself
a colossal injustice, an infringement of the
liberty of the subject more dire than any that
can be perpetrated in suppressing it.

It is infinitely more unjust that children
passing to and fro from school should be robbed
of their time of innocence, while purity is in its
germinating stage, by the spectacle of the vicious
man and woman on the street, whose meaning
and purpose they get so early to understand,
than that a policeman should be ordered by
competent and vigilant authorities to “move
on” the vicious loiterer.

It is far more unjust that hard-working young
students, coming out of college at evening, are
often assailed at the danger-point by debauched
girls, who may be young in years but are old
and skilful in all the arts that captivate men,

9
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whether the law shall intervene, and whether
that intervention shall be discretionary or
compulsory.

If the streets are to be cleared by civic
authority, the police must necessarily be the
instrument by which this is accomplished.

That the policewill occasionally make mistakes,
sometimes grievous ones,—that there will be now
and then a black sheep in their ranks who will
connive instead of arresting,—that all will need
careful supervision from within and without, is
obvious; and the very fact that there are such
dangers as the above in the process of raising
the standard of street conduct, is a cogent reason
for the combination of men and women on a
special civic Committee for dealing with this
grave matter, in order that a maximum of in-
telligence and executive ability shall be secured.

What is wanted, so it appears to the writer,
is the appointment of inspectors of both sexes,
but especially of capable women, to supervise
the moral conduct of streets and public places,
just as now the material conduct of factories and
workshops is supervised.

There is not the slightest need for such
inspection to annoy or harass innocent groups
of friendly loiterers, or folks who wish to discuss
their business in the open air; and it is for the
prevention of such catastrophes that the feminine
intelligence of the community is so badly wanted.

The fear of the mistakes that the police may
make is a well-grounded one, and renders it
undesirable that further powers of arrest or de-
tention should depend on their initiative alone.
But an intelligent inspector specially chosen
for this particular work, possessing an ideal of
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God could not hold His own, and the earnest
preaching of a gospel of right-doing might
empty the apathetic pews!

The shame and horror of the streets is the
outward and visible sign of the decay of vital
religion. Careless homes, careless girls and
boys prayerlessly brought up;— the *“things
that shall be added” unto us made of far
greater moment than the search after “the
kingdom of God and His righteousness,”
which Christ said was the first duty.

Of course it must not be forgotten that the
streets might be cleansed of their shame, and
their rottenness swept into the hiding-place of
house and club, under which circumstances
religion and morality would lose everything,
and gain nothing, as is the case wherever
the licensed house, or maison tolerée, lifts its
infamous head.

For every reason, women must be made to
know that the shame of the mart of vice in
any place rests equally with them as with men
—that they with men must seek the permanent
remedy in the cause or causes of the diseased
condition.

Nothing educates us so soundly as practical
work ; and the man who through prejudice or
misplaced sentiment would banish the precious
ministrations of competent women from the
civic or philanthropic council that deals with
this vital question of moral conduct, is cruel
alike to the community and to the individual
woman ;—to the community, because he is
robbing it of the intelligence that belongs to
potential motherhood, and of which it stands
so sorely in need for the solution of this and
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an angle of 45°, as if the doomed vessel had
been arrested by a magician’s wand when
making her final plunge. Shortly afterwards
she went to pieces, and thus another was added
to the innumerable victims of the mighty deep.
And yet this is but a faint illustration of many
a noble man who, proudly setting forth on the
billows of life, strikes and founders on the
sunken rocks of impurity or intemperance.

We are not ignorant about the ravages of drink,
concerning which statistical evidence has been
adduced to show that in Great Britain alone one
hundred and twenty thousand people every year
are hurried to a premature grave. But, though
this death-roll is appalling, I am persuaded that,
where drink has slain its thousands, lust slays its
tens of thousands, though, by the nature of the
case, figures even approximately correct are not
to be obtained. Often these two scourges co-
operate in compassing the destruction of human
lives, and the heart that remains unmoved in view
of these awful facts is callous indeed. It has
been affirmed that the death-roll of war for last
century amounts to not less than twenty millions.
It is difficult to gauge the accuracy of the
statement, but sure am I that the battlefield of
life is strewn to-day with unnumbered dead and
dying, and that this fact constitutes one of the
gravest problems for individual, Church, and
State.
€ Fleshly lusts The_ Apostle Peter enj'oi_ns upon

war against US the importance of abstaining from
the soul.” fleshly lusts which war against the
soul. And for all men it is imperative to re-
member the intensity of the danger he referred
to. Do not these lusts endanger the spiritual life ?
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harbouring a venomous snake in the bosom.
And salvation is only possible by a hearty repent-
ance, which no longer *regards iniquity ” in the
heart, but which turns towards that *fountain
for sin and uncleanliness ” which cleanses from
all stain. Let none despair of such repentance,
since JESUS is exalted to bestow it on seeking
souls, as also the influences of the HOLY
SPIRIT, whose gracious indwelling dispels the
dark night of sin, by the rising of His healing
beams. :
Further, we must not shrink from
They also war a knowledge of the physical as well
"g";ﬂ’:j{m‘ as the moral and spiritual ruin
following in the train of immorality.
We have noted that “youthful lusts war against
the soul,” but equally ought it to be recognised
that they war against the body! The dictum
of Sir Andrew Clarke—* Nature never forgives,
and never forgets ”—finds illustration all too
frequently in the lives of our brothers ; and this
truth, stated in scientific or in spiritual terms,
should be earnestly presented for consideration.
Alike is it true both for nations and individuals,
that sowing and reaping are infallibly associated,
and in this connection it is well that we should
ponder the national effects that follow in the
train of individual moral deterioration. Con-
sider, for instance, the following, as causes of
national menace :—

1. A perverted example.— The
most potent power in the world
is undoubtedly that of personal
influence. None of us in this respect can
ever live or die unto ourselves. There is an
involuntary and obligatory relation of every man
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prevalent opinion concerning the unequal
standard of moral responsibility supposed to
attach to men and women. Every man who
orders his social relationship in view of the above
principles, must prove a moral benefactor to
his generation.

3. An evil lheredity.—Those who boast most
loudly their carelessness concerning the per-
sonal harvest attendant on a life of sin, all too
often «omit from their calculations the entail
of misery they are assuredly bringing upon the
generation as yet unborn, and affecting thus
in a very real sense the welfare of the entire
nation. It is not within the scope of my
paper to allude more pointedly to this sub-
ject in some of its more notorious aspects, but
certain considerations ought not to be omitted.
Do we recognise as we should the relation
of impurity to such diseases as epilepsy and
insanity, and to that diminished will-power
which engenders the sins associated with an
abnormal moral vulnerability? We are aware
“that phthisis is not hereditary, but the condition
known in children of consumptives as ‘ vulner-
ability of lung” is one which calls for much
anxiety. How often is it overlooked that the
analogous condition of moral heredity is one of
the determining factors in so many ruined lives ?
Sadly true is it that some children are “not so
much born, as damned into the world,” in their
turn to pass on the curse of a weakened moral
fibre.

g e lixa-.‘re heard _latelyi tt_m shout
of patriotism and impenalism, and
it is well ; but, if these cries are not to be mere
empty sounds, they must be backed by such
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of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart,
be acceptable in Thy sight, O LORD, my
strength, and my Redeemer.”

5. Auwoid evil literature.—Like * the pestilence
that walketh in darkness,” its work is secret and
terrible. French realism is responsible for
numberless sins. It is both the cause and
product of a decadent morality.

6. Cultivate a pure ideal. — * Whatsoever
things are true, whatsoever things are honest,
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things
are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, what-
soever things are of good report: if there be
any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on
these things.”

7. Follow the dictales of common-sense and
science with regard to the hygiene of daily life.—
Encourage mental and physical exercises, and
some good hobby. ‘“An idle man tempts
the devil.” e

One of my friends, who has almost unequalled
facilities for dealing with unchastity amongst
working lads, informs me that investigation is
made into the case of every lad admitted to the
Institutions with which he is identified, and, if
evidence exists for the necessity of treatment,
a course of hard physical work, resulting in
bodily fatigue and consequent sound sleep at
night, is prescribed. The reason for this treat-
ment is explained to the lad, who enters intelli-
gently into the arrangement, the result being
excellent as a rule.

8. Beware of gquacks and their productions.—
Fly not so readily to medicine as the cure-all.
My experience is that not one man in fifty who
does so, really needs any medical help,
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Such a journal ought to be circulated through-
out the English-speaking world, and adequate
arrangements made for localisation. The
American, Australian, Indian, or South African
edition might contain matter of an important
character from the standpoint especially of those
great lands; or well-known writers throughout
the world might be enrolled on the staff of
correspondents for a central magazine. For
such a paper, ably and fearlessly conducted, a
great need exists, and I am persuaded great
success is in store.

4. Systematised effort everywhere, to *‘raise
the fallen, cheer the faint, heal the sick, and
lead the blind.” This would be all the more
possible were the new paper to be issued, as
the latter might prove a medium for the diffusion
of information along these lines, showing what
is being already attempted to rescue “fallen
men,” and to bring about that ‘prevention”
which is “better than cure.”

5. Opéimism.—Above all, let that glorious
optimism, the legitimate possession alone of
those who rejoice in a risen Redeemer, be the
inspiration of every worker. Despondency is
only an indication of scepticism. Faith that
“worketh by love,” and “ believeth all things,” is
for those who are called to the conflict by the
Captain of our Salvation.

BE STRONG.
(JosHUA i, §5-7.)

Be strong !
We are not here to play, to dream, to drift.
We have hard work to do, and loads to lift.
Shun not the struggle ; face it. ’'Tis GOD’S gift,

IO






IX

PRINCIPLES OF RESCUE WORK
By Mgrs. BRamweiLL BootTH

| ORAL disorders can only be successfully

grappled with when we have learned

to distinguish between their causes
and their symptoms. The first requisite for the
work of Moral Reclamation to which this short
paper is to be devoted is some intelligible idea
of the causes which produce the disasters we
are set to repair.

There are, no doubt, many influences which
contribute to the ruin and shame around us.
The general sentiment, the moral sense, of the
population is grossly deficient, and I sometimes
fear that in some quarters it is growing duller.
The laws of many countries are weak and
uncertain. In the English-speaking nations—
it is with them I am most familiar—there is a
terrible halting and stumbling where crimes
against virtue and against the young are con-
cerned, and, unless it be openly oppressive, the
law of the land quickly becomes the law of the
individual. What the law forbids is looked
upon as crime, and what the law does not
prohibit and punish is soon regarded as
allowable.

For this, among other reasons, the moral
147
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destruction of the young has become a dreadful
evil. Men of a certain kind in every class of
the community have come to look upon what
is really a shameful crime as merely a risky
amusement or unfortunate accident.

It must never be forgotten also that, speak-
ing broadly, vice offers to a good-looking girl,
during the first flush of youth and beauty, more
money than she can earn by labour in any field
of industry open to her sex. At the very
beginning of a career of immorality the highest
rewards are attained. By a cruel inversion of
the ordinary laws, it is the apprentice who
receives the largest wages, and the “old hand ”
who gradually sinks to destitution, disease, and
death. But human nature is short-sighted.
The tempter offers, or pretends to offer, ease
and comfort, and even wealth, and that at once,
and the giddy and venturesome, chafing against
the restraints and monotony of industry, see the
glittering bait constantly before them. Who
can wonder that many take the plunge and
barter their future lives—ay, and their very
souls—for the chance of a little ill-gotten gain ?

And many of these of whom I speak ‘are
where they are, owing to fraud and crime for
which they had, at the most, but slight re-
sponsibility. Some, I have no doubt, have
entered upon their dismal lives entirely without
any consent of their own will, and, although
that class may bear a small proportion to the
whole, it is, I am convinced, larger than is
generally supposed, and undoubtedly the most
to be pitied.

But we must, it seems to me, look d&eper
still for the chief cause, the tap-root of the evil.
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After a somewhat lengthy experience and not
inconsiderable opportunities of observing the
sufferers—over twenty thousand women having
passed through the Homes of the Salvation
Army in this country under my direction—I
am constrained to admit that, in respect of
the vast majority, the original weakness was a
weakness of personal character. I do not mean
that there was already a moral taint, or even a
moral deficiency, so much as a moral infirmity.
In other words, women become impure from
precisely the same causes as men. Immorality,
in the sense in which I now use the term, is
induced just as other forms of evil are induced.
Criminals become criminals because the temp-
tations to dishonest courses—often, I know,
strengthened by adverse conditions of life—
come upon characters too weak to resist. The
fallen fall just in the same way. To make any
real reformation in a thief, it becomes necessary,
therefore, to find means whereby the character,
the disposition, the evil nature of the thief may
be altered. And, to effect a real restoration to
virtue—that is, a lasting one—a change must be
produced in the character, the choices, the
preferences of the victim of lust.

Am I merely stating a truism? I am not a
little surprised to find it necessary to set forth
what seems to me a self-evident truth! But
the fact is that the great danger of all work for
the restoration of women—and, for that matter,
of men, who appear to me to be infinitely more
needy of restoration than the women,—they
certainly sink lower !—is a disposition to rest
. in the reformation of conduct as distinguished
from a change of taste, or, as we should say, a






Principles of Rescue Work 151

deliverance from the power of her evil courses,
as well as from the thraldom of the circum-
stances which now hedge her in. Whether or
not she be desirous of reforming, she will
probably be intensely influenced by a sense of
the helplessness of her position. She must be
made to feel that God is the missing factor;
that by His help the impossible, both as to
herself and her surroundings, may be accom-
plished ; that, in truth, the “leopard may change
his spots,” and they may ‘“learn to do good
who were accustomed to do evil.”

How, then, is this to be accomplished? By
what methods and agencies is the work to be
done? Well, I can only refer to those means
which I have seen employed with a large
measure of success,—please do not imagine on
that account that we claim any monopoly of
wisdom in this matter. But I think the reader
will probably prefer that I should mention
plans which I have proved to be of practlcal
value, than discuss generalities.

First, then, I would say, the workers must
have ZFaith in the salvability of those coming
under their care. Faith is indeed the very sap
of successful labour for souls.  * Without faith,”
said the apostle, “it is impossible to please
God” ; and without faith, he might have added,
it is impossible to save men. Any doubt in
the heart of the rescuer will invariably com-
municate itself to the woman with whom she is
dealing.

This faith must be rendered apparent in all
the arrangements for dealing with the women.
As with children, it is a great part of the battle
to make them feel that they are expecfed to be
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there must be no coercion. Every appeal must
be made to the higher nature. Force is no
remedy here. Threats or penalties, and pro-
mises of rewards, which are little more than
bribes, are not only of no good—they are dis-
tinctly bad. Restraints, which are not assented
to and accepted willingly, will aid no real reform.
Bolts and bars are in reality but symbols of
failure. Love and coercion cannot possibly
flourish together. The one is Divine, and is
in harmony with all that is best in us, the other
proceeds from what is low and base. Love
inevitably attracts, coercion as certainly repels.

Again and again, it is necessary to remind
ourselves that it is a moral renovation we seek,
and our weapons may not therefore be carnal ;
they are, and must be, appropriate to our object
—spiritual.

All this supposes the sfrictest individuality in
our work. I do not for one moment deprecate
dealing with the many. I long for larger
efforts on the part of society to wipe out this
blot on the honour of all the nations, but the
work will only be efficiently done by the most
careful dealing with the individual. A medical
man would be laughed at who proposed to deal
with his patients in the mass. One by one
their difficulties must be considered, and each
case dealt with according to its peculiarities ;
and can we do less who undertake to prescribe
for moral disorders? No Home is sufficiently
officered if careful and constant individual
dealing is not provided for.

This paper is only supposed to deal with
questions affecting the internal management of
Rescue Homes, but I cannot close without a
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“OUT OF AN HORRIBLE PIT”
By Tnos. J. Barnarpo, F.R.C.S.Ed.

E never adequately realise the evils to
the community which follow from
permitting centres of moral contagion

to flourish in our midst, until we are compelled
to notice the effect of our supineness upon the
children. It is idle to suppose that the latter
are not deeply affected thereby. No one who
has ever thoroughly explored the moral slums
and sewers of our towns but will bear out what
I say, that in many of the houses occupied by
degraded women some children are also to be
found. Not infrequently, these unhappy people
themselves are deeply sensible of the dangers to
which their own offspring or relatives are
exposed. Numberless pathetic examples of
this could be furnished from the pages of my
own records. True: the law now forbids the
residence of children in such places, and
enables those who discover them to invoke
the aid of the nearest magistrate. But how
many of these unfortunate children -escape
notice? Moreover, the law is not always
absolutely certain in its operation. I have
known some notable instances in which the
magistrate has altogether pooh-poohed the
156






“®ut of an Worrible Pit” 159

attended the hearing, and he happened to know
the women well. So he followed them to a
notorious narrow street in Bow, the resort of
abandoned women, finding, however, that the
journey was punctuated by four stops at as
many public-houses, where the women imbibed
as much drink as they could pay for, telling
their story meanwhile with much exultation.
My agent thoroughly established the facts as to
the evil character of the house and of all the
people in it. There could be no doubt as to
the matter. On bringing this report to me, I,
having other reasons for being interested in this
- particular case, commissioned one of the very
clever women, who were then working with me, to
carry out a scheme of rescue. I may say that I
had a few days before admitted two or three chil-
dren from the very same house in the same street !

Accordingly, the next night, between half-past
nine and ten o’clock, a cab was taken to the
place and stopped about twenty yards from the
street. My good helper reached the spot and
soon identified little Fanny I who had been
in court a few days before. She, looking
wretchedly ill, was lying on the front doorstep,
listlessly watching some other children playing
in the roadway. My lady-helper soon won her
confidence, and was permitted to take her in
her arms without attracting any attention. She
quickly carried her to the cab in waiting, and it
was not long before Fanny I -was in my
hands. It was a horrible comment upon the
magistrate’s dictum, that we found the poor
child suffering from an acquired disease that
made her for some weeks a source of danger to
others! We had to admit her at once to our
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hospital and keep her there, poor child, for
nearly three months. A year and a half elapsed
before I was able to send her with safety to
Canada, where she soon found a happy home.

Such was the case where a magistrate declined
to permit “grandmotherly interference” by
others with the rights of a parent over her
child. It at least goes to show (extreme though
the case is, I admit) some of the physical
dangers to which these poor children are sub-
ject. The unhappy women themselves often
seem alive to the fact; and perhaps such an
incident as the one I am now about to relate,
with the dramatic episode which distinguished
it and gave exceptional interest to the whole
story, will suffice to show with what yearning
the most abandoned and degraded often desire
that a better fate should come to their children
than had befallen themselves.

It was early in the history of my Homes that
a heart-stirring appeal for aid came to me from
a clergyman’s wife in the south of England.

There was a girl of thirteen, she said, a
bright winsome lass, resident in a very den of
iniquity in that town. Would I not save her in
the name of all that was Divine and human?
Promptly my reply went back to Portsmouth :
“Yes; send her up immediately.”

Thus it was Sarah G entered in through
our open portals. She had been delivered only
Just in time: “saved, though as by fire.” Her
home was said to be a veritable “abode of
dragons,” into which whoever entered must
needs bid farewell to purity and innocence.
Who would wish to unveil the horrors of such
a pestilential den? Thank God that it is still a
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““ shame even to speak of those things which are
done of them in secret”! Sarah’s own mother
was the keeper of this pest-house: she lived
upon the ruin of defenceless children, and, alas,
alas, one of her early victims had been her own
daughter—Sarah’s elder sister—now, I learned,
a woman of about seven-and-thirty, who had
gone down the path of dishonour.

Sarah’s was thus, indeed, a case of providential
rescue. Yet, thanks be to God, she was soon
taught to forget! The memories of the young
are in some respects blessedly treacherous. The
life soon runs itself clear, and the stain fades out
of the experience. She forgof; and with the for-
getting came the new experience of a pure and
innocent and happy life. Year after year of quiet
training went by in a pleasant routine. After
remaining with me for four years she was placed
out in respectable service with a worthy Christian
family, where she did well from the very first.

Five years later I was conducting a week’s
mission in Edinburgh—that loveliest * grey
metropolis of the north.” God had given us an
abundant blessing, and many weary hearts had
found infinite rest at the feet of Christ. It was
arranged that, as a thank-offering for the great
things whereof we were glad, the last service of
the series should be in aid of the Homes for
Waif Children under my care. When the
evening came, the Free Assembly Hall was
crowded with a sympathetic audience, con-
spicuous among whom were Professor A.
Simpson, M.D., the late Dr. W. P. Mackay, of
Hull, the venerable form of the late Rev. Dr.
Moody-Stuart, and many more whose names
were then as household words. I spoke, with
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unusual liberty and comfort to myself, of the
work amongst the children, and at the close a
considerable sum was collected to -help it
forward.

When the service was over, a lady, whom I
had noticed in the audience, came into the
vestry and begged my assistance. It was a
painful story which she told me. In the course
of her visitations she had met and acquired
some influence over a notorious woman, whose
house had been a plague-spot in Edinburgh for
many years, and whose career was like a leprosy
to the moral life of the city. She was utterly
hardened in sin, and she had rejected with scorn
and disdain all the efforts of ministers and lady-
visitors who had, time and again, endeavoured
to persuade her to abandon her evil and
corrupting courses. But now she was said to be
dying from a disease of the heart, which might
at any moment bring her wasted life to a close—
dying even as she went on from day to day with
her Satanic work! Except as regards one
subject, her condition gave her apparently no
anxiety. She seemed indeed to become even
more hardened and callous as the things of
time were slipping from under her grasp.

The only person who had secured one atom
of influence over her was my informant, Miss
Menzies. To her alone, a noble Christian
lady, had this woman in any degree opened her
heart. She expressed her agony of trouble for
the future of her own two daughters, of whose
very existence nobody but Miss Menzies was
aware. They were at that time girls of eight
and ten respectively, who were being brought
up under a false name at a fashionable boarding
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school. “Oh, what will become of my girls if
I die ?” was her heart-felt cry. Her great dread
was that they would be sent to the workhouse,
or that they might be tempted to an evil career.
“ For,” explained she, with a curious frankness,
to Miss Menzies, ‘‘temptation is more to them
than to other girls. My mother and grandmother
were bad before me; and look at what I am
now !”

Such was the outline of the story which, in a
voice trembling with emotion, Miss Menzies
hastily told me. She was sure I might gain
commanding influence over this poor sinful
woman, who had so short a time to live, if I
would but promise to receive her daughters in
the event of her death. There was but one
answer I could give to such a request. I
arranged to visit her that very night, making it
a condition that both Miss Menzies and Mr.
Jenkinson, of the Carrubbers Close Mission,
should accompany me.

About ten o’clock the same night we sallied
forth on our errand. We chose this late hour,
because we were advised by Miss Menzies that
it was the only time at which we would be sure
of seeing the woman whom we sought. A
mystifying zigzag course through many narrow
streets, and by many turnings and windings,
brought us at last to the house in R Street.
Miss Menzies’ name having been sent up, we
were at-once admitted. Through two spacious
and well-furnished rooms we were led to a
little boudoir, where we found the woman of
whom we were in search, elegantly attired, and
lounging in assumed carelessness in an easy,
chair. But beneath all her finery, all her paint

1T
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the announcement! She literally gasped for
breath ; her face assumed an ashen hue; and
then suddenly she burst into a flood of tears.
It was some time before she could control
herself sufficiently to speak ; but presently she
exclaimed, in a voice broken with emotion—

“Qh, sir, I am so glad! I never hoped to
meet you. Can you tell me anything about
Sarah G ? She is my sister.”

Thus had this marvellous chain of circum-
stances become re-linked! Here was the older
sister of whom I had heard, but had never seen,
and whose own sinful and degraded mother
in Portsmouth had years before worked her
daughter’s moral and spiritual ruin! Yes, here,
in the northern metropolis, after an interval of
five years, on this bleak winter’s night, I had
found, living in a pit of iniquity, the elder sister
of little Sarah G——, the bright, winsome,
thirteen-year-old lass whom I had previously
rescued from a like home so far away, and who
was now in decent and Christian service.

The woman was deeply moved as she
listened to all I gladly told her of her sister.
Her excitement reached its climax when, my
tale being ended, she cried aloud, in a paroxysm
of tears—

“Okh, sir, for God’s sake, save my poor
children also ]”

The unhappy creature was completely broken
with conflicting emotions, among which gratitude
and hope were certainly the strongest. Love
for her children was the little joint in the harness
through which her heart had at length been
reached and softened !

I could not repress a fervent “ Thank God !”
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by a formal instrument, made me the guardian
of her children, Annie and Ella, and in due
time I received them in fulfilment of my
trust.

They were sweet, refined-looking girls, -lady-
like in manner, fairly well educated, and utterly
unacquainted with the nature of their mother’s
life. The two girls turned out well, and they
have both fulfilled the promise of their youth.
A few years ago I gave my hearty consent to
the marriage of the elder girl to a gentleman
living abroad, in a thoroughly good position ;
and Ella went to reside permanently with her
married sister. Needless to say, neither of the
sisters has ever had the least conception of the
horrors from which they were both rescued.

The need for similar rescue work is as great
to-day as ever it was. For the pity and the
pathos of it is that this is no mere Isolated
narrative. It is typical—and typical of many
similar rescues which since I began my work in
the year 1866 have passed through my hands.
It 1s a wonderful instance of the workings of
God’s grace, that so many boys and girls, who
have been saved from ‘“ an horrible pit,” snatched
from the vilest surroundings, lifted from degraded
environments that reeked of immorality, should
have turned out as well as our children do.
I find, on reference to our records, that in the
last five years we have opened our doors to
13,437 boys and girls. These we classify
annually into two groups: those in whose cir-
cumstances the element of destifution pre-
dominates, and those who had been redeemed
from grave moral danger. It appears that out
of these 13,437 children, swept into our fold in












Public MAorals and the Public Health 169

question that the present Essay attempts a
survey of the field, from a standpoint which
gives at once upon the past, the present, and
the future.

It may be remarked, in passing, that to many
minds the question hardly presents itself as a
problem at all. From their point of view its
elements are few and simple. Prostitution,
they say, always has existed and always will
exist ; it is a necessary evil. Men are as they
were made, and you cannot wipe out human
nature. But the risk to health is not necessary ;
the law can and ought to provide against it.
It does in other countries. Women of that
class are put on the police register and kept
under medical supervision. The same thing
ought to be done here. Disorderly houses
should be restricted to a particular quarter of
the town, where the police can keep an eye on
them and prevent their being a scandal to
respectable people.

These are the notions current among large
numbers of educated Englishmen, who regard
the Continental system as the one obvious
method of “stamping out,” or at least “con-
- trolling,” the spread of these diseases, and who
think that that necessary consummation has
only been delayed by the pusillanimity of
Governments and the frenzy of a few im-
possible persons who know nothing at all
about it.

It seems desirable to bring these ideas
into the “dry light” of facts, and to supply
such authentic information as may place the
reader in a position to judge of them for
himself.
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brought to bear on the police practice of
licensing, or * tolerating,” houses of ill-fame, on
condition that the keeper of the house under-
took to be responsible for the regular attendance
of the girls at the medical “visite.” It was said
that the encouragement given to these houses
was of the most flagrant kind ; and that, under
the @gis of the authorities, innocent girls of
various nationalities were decoyed into them
and detained there against their will. Some
of these cases were brought into court, and
the offenders sentenced to fine and imprison-
ment.!

In 1899 the general dissatisfaction seems
to have reached its culmination. Early in that
year a Committee of Belgian officials, acting
under the sanction of the Belgian Government,
called together an International Conference for
the purpose of discussing the situation in detail.
Experts of all countries were invited, and the
Governments were asked to send special repre-
sentatives. The idea of the Conference was to
bring together a body of men competent to
throw every possible light on every side of the
question, in the hope of arranging a common
plan of action.

The invitation met with a warm response.
Twenty-nine Governments—including our own
—sent official representatives. So did a number
of medical societies. Out of a total of some
360 members, nearly 300 were doctors, most
of them holding public posts, either as professors

! One case was that of an English girl incar.erated
in a house of this kind in Brussels, who contrived to
communicate with her rescuers through a British sailor
she met there.
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adherents. Tables of figures comparing the
statistics of different countries or armies were
declared utterly worthless, as they took, and
could take, no account of the innumerable
differences of circumstance and method which
must materially affect the result, and which
rendered comparison impossible.

Another point, commonly quoted in favour
of Regulation, i1s the greater prevalence of
disease among the unregistered women, as
compared with those under regular medical
supervision. Dr. Blaschko, of Berlin, in a terse
and striking speech, pointed out the flaw in
this argument. The difference, he said, was a
difference of age. The unregistered women
were the younger women, who were always,
from a medical point of view, the most
dangerous. This view was confirmed by sub-
sequent speakers.

Dr. Blaschko added that the only true test
of success was a positive reduction of disease,
not simply among the women, but among the
male population.

Finally, he warned the Conference against
approaching the question from a narrow or
purely technical standpoint. Hygienic Utopias
might be very attractive in theory, but
measures which ignored the complex interests
involved — whether economical, social, or
ethical—could only defeat themselves. If the
Conference was to have enduring results, they
must build on a broad foundation.

This was the opening speech of the Confer-
ence, and it produced a marked effect. Still
~more striking was the effect produced by a
speech of Professor Fournier, who took the
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departments of social life, and if that influence
tends, while coercing the few, to deter the
many.from seeking any medical treatment at
all, so that you get, on the whole, less and not
more isolation of patients; and if it also tends
to depress the economic position of women,
to crowd the ranks of the most degraded class,
and bar the way to restoration, while encouraging
immorality on the part of men by the promise
of a security it 1s powerless to afford,—then
Professor Fournier’s individualistic argument,
clever and catching as it is, represents the very
opposite of the real result. What the results
have been, he himself made no attempt to
disguise. ‘““All that has been done,” he said,
“is ineffectual ; disease is rampant to-day, as it
was before Regulation existed.” A few weeks
later, in a paper read before the Paris Academy
of Medicine, he spoke even more strongly.
“The old methods have done all they could ;
I will add that they are likely to become even
less useful as time goes on.” !

It was admitted on all hands that the
proportion of the women who really came
under any sort of control was extremely small,
and was constantly decreasing. At Marseilles,
out of sooo women on the streets, it was stated
that only 300 were on the register. This was
an extreme case : in other places the proportion
registered was reckoned variously at one in seven,
eight, or ten. What was to be done? Some
recommended greater severity ; but greater
severity had been tried, and seemed only to
give the spur to evasion. Others recommended

L Bulletin de I’ Académie de Médecine, Paris, Nov. 14
and 21, 18909,
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gentleness, more doctors and fewer police, and

the abolition of the prison system of St. Lazare.
This was urged by the medical staff of St.
Lazare itself, who also recommended the
opening of free dispensaries for voluntary
patients, where no questions should be asked
and no detention attempted.

Again, as to the period of detention. Scientific
investigation has long ago disposed of the idea
that a few weeks' isolation covers the whole
period of contagion in these cases. It i1s now
recognised that the symptoms disappear under
treatment, only to recur at uncertain intervals
for a period of two, three, five, or more years ;
the infection being transmissible during the latent
as well as the efflorescent intervals. Thus it is
scientifically impossible to guarantee the absence
of contagious disease. The certificates given
after inspection to apparently healthy women
were denounced by Professor Neisser and others
as misleading and dangerous. “It is not a
certificate of health,” said Dr. Schrank, of
Vienna; “it is only a permit to practise.”

Another fact, admitted on all hands, whether
with satisfaction or regret, was the gradual dying
out of the “tolerated ” houses. This was attri-
buted to various causes—to their being cleared
by the police of girls under age, which deprived
them of their chief attraction; to the loss of
public confidence in their immunity from disease ;
to the strictness and frequency of inspection,
which drove away the women, and so forth.
The business was now said to be carried on
clandestinely in beer-houses and dancing-saloons
and houses of accommodation, where all sanitary
inspection was evaded.

el
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On this question of *tolerated” houses the
differences of opinion were very marked. The
police generally advocated them, as a means
of keeping the women under control. Others
defended them as tending to clear the streets ;
but this was disputed, and Brussels itself was
quoted as showing a striking diminution in the
number of these houses simultaneously with a
great improvement as regards street solicitation.
Several Russian doctors denounced them in
strong terms as schools of the vilest profligacy
and at the same time strongholds of disease.
It was there that young boys were ruined,
physically and morally; it was there that the
procuresses of the future were trained to prey
upon society; it was there that married men
contracted the disease which they carried home
to wife and child. Others proposed stricter
medical supervision of the houses; but it
appeared to be precisely where the medical
supervision was strictest that the houses were
dying out, and giving place to clandestine
establishments with no supervision at all. The
only ones that continued to attract were those
containing very young or newly arrived girls;
and these were the most dangerous, for they
were quickly infected themselves, and spread
the disease with great rapidity.

All this, it will be observed, amounted to
nothing less than a demonstration of the break-
down of the system at every point. And such
it was felt to be.

“ Already, as the Conference rose from its first sitting,
doctors were exclaiming that they had no idea that there
was such an amount of medical evidence and medical

12
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population generally. Some of these, especially
those from Norway and Roumania, were of a
very extreme character. But the majority aimed
rather at popularising scientific knowledge and
multiplying the means of cure. Professor Four-
nier and others urged the opening of State-
supported dispensaries, open to all comers, with
a specially qualified medical staff, and with every
arrangement for the privacy and convenience
of patients. This would meet the needs of
decent married women, seduced girls, and others
who are refused at the ordinary hospitals, and
might also, it was thought, attract the * clandes-
tines ” who successfully escape the police. Dr.
Boureau testified to the success, as regards this
class, of a small free dispensary in Paris, main-
tained by voluntary contributions. At first the
girls held aloof, fearing compulsory detention ;
now they came freely and brought others, thus
illustrating the truth of Dr. Fiaux’s contention :
“We shall gain more patients by voluntary
treatment than by coercion.” Dr. Nevins quoted
in this connection the experience of the Glasgow
Infirmary, where an attempt was made to secure
prolonged isolation by requiring, as a condition
of entrance, a written undertaking to remain
until discharged by the doctor. The women
refused to sign, and soon ceased to come at
all; and the rule had to be rescinded. The
fear of compulsion had been fatal to success
_everywhere.

Several speakers insisted on the diffusion of
“ protection by knowledge.” This had been too
much neglected. Means should be found to
inform the public as to the nature and duration
of these maladies, the modes in which they
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fell again gradually to 202 per 1000 in 1872—a
decrease of only 19 per 1000 in six years. The
next year, 1873, shows a sudden fall from zoz
to 177 per 1ooo, and for seven years a com-
paratively low rate is maintained, varying from
139 to 179 per 1ooo. But in the Parliamentary
Return from which these figures are taken it is
pointed out that a new rule had been made,
stopping the pay of men in hospital for disease
of this kind, incurred by their own fault. The
decrease, says the Return, must be ascribed,
not to a real improvement, but to concealment
of disease in order to avoid loss of pay. The rule
was rescinded in 1879, and the rate of admission
at once sprang back to almost exactly the same
figure as in 1864, remaining stationary at 246 per
1000 for three years, ze. until the suspension of
the Acts.1

In 1883 the operation of the Acts was sus-
pended. No clear case had been made out in
their favour as a practical measure ; while their
detestable moral influence—their tyranny over
women, their patronage of immorality, and their
corrupting tendency as regards the police—had
created a strong force of feeling against them in
the country.

The immediate result could not be claimed
as altogether encouraging. A moderate rise in
the admissions marked each of the next three
years. Nevertheless, the new policy was not
surrendered but confirmed, and in 1886 the
Acts were formally repealed.

! These figures are taken from the Parliamentary
Returns as quoted in the pamphlet, ‘“Facts wversus
Panic,” by James Stuart, M.P., and Henry J. Wilson,
M.P. (Revised edition, 1899).
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the numbers inspected-and the numbers re-
jected. It records also the number rejected for
‘syphilis, primary or secondary. Thus we get
an estimate of the prevalence of syphilis year by
year among young men in the civil population,
of a class likely to show a somewhat high ratio
of disease.l

The results are as follows :—In the thirteen
years 1866—1878 inclusive the numbers rejected
for syphilis vary, generally, between 15 and 16
per 1000, only twice sinking below 15 ; during
the next six years (1879—1884) they vary between
13 and ¢ per 1000 ; while for the last sixteen
years of the series (1885-1900 inclusive) they
run in the following series :—q, 8, 8, 7, 6, 6, 4,
H453k3332 2

Such has been, according to the official
statistics, the spontaneous diminution of disease
among young men in this country, in the
absence of any ‘“‘regulations” whatever.

Again, as regards the prevalence of hereditary
syphilis, of which we have lately heard so much.
Professor Hutchinson’s opinion has already been
quoted. Corroborative evidence is afforded by
two statistical inquiries—one in 1875 and the
other in 18g5—into the amount of syphilis in
twenty children’s hospitals in different parts of
the kingdom. In 1875, out of 266,000 patients,
the proportion of syphilitics was nearly 1.4 per
cent.; in 1895, out of 197,000 patients, the
proportion was 0.8 per cent.

Thus it appears that, while the same problem

! The calculation is made on a fairly large total, the
number of applicants varying, in the years 1866-1882,
from about 20,000 to about 47,000 ; and, in the years
. 1883-1896, from about 49,000 to 75,000.
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control ; while the unavailing efforts made to
check it by the compulsory inspection of the
women must have had a disastrous influence on
the ideas and habits of the soldier, who appears
to have troubled himself little about either his
morals or his health, leaving it to the authorities
to look after the one, and expecting nobody to
care about the other.

From these days, perhaps, dated the barrack-
room saying, that the recruit was no soldier till
he had had his “three doses” of disease.
“The young fellows used to glory in having
it,” said Lord Lister in the House of Lords.!

Then came the Mutiny of 1857, and India
was flooded with young soldiers. Two years later,
a Royal Commission was sitting on the question,
What was to be done to check a serious out-
break of disease? It spent three years taking
counsel. Then, of two alternative methods, it
decided to try both. The sanitary supervision
of women for immoral purposes was to be
organised and systematically carried out in all
important stations. The demoralisation of the
soldier being thus provided for, his moralisation
was to be undertaken by means of gymnastics,
workshops, and wholesome amusements. Miss
Florence Nightingale spoke out plainly, but
spoke in vain. As long as the canteens and the
“lal bazar”? were maintained, she said, there
was no improvement to be looked for. But she
spoke to deaf ears.

A few of the new lock hospitals were opened
in 1865, the greater part not until 1867. By
that time the epidemic seems to have spent its

1 Times, May 18, 1897.
? Houses of the regimental registered women.
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years in which the spread of the disease was
continually gaining on all the efforts made to
check it.

But we have something more than statistics
to go upon.

If any reader wishes to possess himself of the
true history and chronicle of the Regulation
system as it worked itself out year after year
in India, and to put his finger on the various
elements of the problem as it appeared there
and then to the man on the spot, let him go to
the reading-room of the British Museum and
there read up the many pages devoted to this
subject in the big blue-books issued annually
by the Indian Government under the title of
““ Reports on Sanitary Measures in India.” He
will there find the yearly sanitary reports from
all parts of British India generalised and
commented on by the “Sanitary Commissioner
with the Government of India”; then the
remarks of the Army Sanitary Commission in
London, reviewing these reports ; and lastly, in
the general introduction to the volume, a brief
summing up of the special features of the year.
If he will go through the series from end to
end, noting the variations in the different
stations as they appear on these pages, together
with the theories of the medical officers in
charge, he will, I think, find it very instructive,
though he may perhaps find it easier to make
his way into the maze than out of it again
towards any definite conclusion

The series begins, practically, with 1867-68.
The new hospitals are just started, the regula-
tions working with good prospect of success.

Next year the results are not quite what was
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the eye of the medical officer. The Secretary
of State for India refuses to hear of such a
thing.!

In 1874-75 twenty-eight stations in Bengal
show an increase of disease, as against seventeen
showing a decrease. Medical officers lay the
blame on the inefficiency of the police. The
Army Sanitary Commission thinks the variations
cannot all depend on the simple fact of con-
tagion, but “on other yet undiscovered points
about the disease.”

Next year the Punjaub has only three stations
out of sixteen which do not show an increase
of disease. An improvement at Darjeeling is
attributed to a strict surveillance of the men
rather than of the women. At Bellary there
is marked improvement without any increase
of preventive effort. At Secunderabad, where
great efforts have been made, disease has never-

1 What the ‘“lal bazar” system really was, may be
gathered from the evidence given by an army surgeon,
Dr. Ross, before a Royal Commission in 1871.

““When a regiment arrives in India, a certain estab-
lishment is told off for each regiment as it arrives, and
amongst others there is an establishment of prostitutes,
who are housed in the bazars, and regularly looked after
by the matron appointed for the purpose.” . . . ‘‘She
selects the women. She is told that such a regiment is
coming into the station, and, according to whether the
regiment has had a name sent before it or otherwise, she
gets a small or a large number of women to come to
her.” ., . . ““When I got to India with my regiment,
there were only twelve women came, but I desired that
they should increase the number.” . . . “*There is a
certain class in India who are prostitutes by profession,
and it is dificult fo get the other classes to become
prostitutes, except occasionally and on the sly.” See
The History of a Sanitary Failure, by H. ]J. Wilson,
M.P., 1897.
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Finally, the Government of India, backed by
the Army Sanitary Commission, recommends
the abandonment of the whole thing. The
Secretary of State declines to take so strong a
step, pointing out that the system is still in
force in England, that a Committee sitting in
Calcutta has just reported favourably upon it,
and that in Bombay, where the Acts had been
practically suspended, disease had become so
severe that the Government has compelled the
Municipality to reinstate them. Opinions and
evidence are, however, very conflicting. It is
suggested that the regulations may be suspended
by way of experiment, care being taken to
supply the means of treatment for all women
desiring it.

The suggestion was not carried out till 188s.
In January of that year fifteen of the most
important hospitals were closed. Apparently,
no care was taken to supply the means of
voluntary treatment. The experiment lasted a
little over two years; it was accompanied by
a considerable increase of disease; and the
hospitals were reopened early in 1887.

It is indeed difficult to see on what grounds
it could be imagined that the mere suspension
of the regulations, apart from any other efforts,
sanitary or moral, would of itself effect a re-
duction of disease—then steadily advancing—in
the course of two short years. The stoutest
Abolitionist would hardly have claimed as much.

Meanwhile complaints and dissatisfaction go
on as before. In 1883 the Surgeon-General to
H.M. Forces remarks that “ the good effected in
curing disease among the women has no
appreciable influence whatever in reducing it

13
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are attributed to *“the want of a sufficient supply
of registered women.”! In 1884-85 ‘“the
difficulty in obtaining women” is one of the
hindrances to success.? Successive Com-
manders - in - Chief issue orders that the free
quarters provided for the registered women shall
be convenient and comfortable. In June 1886
a fresh circular insists that there must be “a
sufficient number of women,” and that care
must be taken that they are *sufficiently
attractive” to compete with the unregistered
women outside. 3 ‘

I am not here discussing whether the system
which culminated in such proceedings as these
was infamous or not, but only whether or not it
was successful. I think these facts are a suffi-
cient proof that it was not. The case must
surely have been desperate indeed before
English officers, doctors, and even Cantonment
Magistrates, could have been expected to put
their hands to such work as this—and should,
some of them, have done it. We know that
some refused. They said plainly that it was
procuration, and they would have nothing to
do with it. But my immediate point is, that
measures like these were adopted, because in

1 Sanitary Measures in india, 1883-84, p. 33.

2 [lbid. 1884-85, p. 31

8 See ‘‘Copy of Circular Memorandum to General
Officers Commanding,” etc., 1886, with Précis of former
Circulars, in the ‘‘ Report of a Departmental Committee
appointed to inquire into Rules, Regulations, and Practice
in Indian Cantonments,” etc.,—C. 7148 of 1893, pp. 64~
66. For the way in which these instructions were
carried out, the reader is referred to The History of a
Sanitary Failure, by H. ]J. Wilson, M.P., p. 17.
(Revised Edition, 1900). '
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triumphs, of the Regulation system in India
during the palmy days of its open retention.

The later history is less fully recorded and
more difficult to follow. But it appears that the
new orders were not very promptly executed.
The military mind was set on Regulation, and
in India the distances are great and orders are
easily delayed or lost. The lock hospitals were
ordered to be retained as voluntary hospitals,
free to all patients alike. But, this being the
theory, the practice seems to have remained much
the same as before. The women were told that
inspection was voluntary, but they were required
to attend as usual. An inquiry into these
irregular proceedings took place in 1893 ; its
findings are recorded in the Report of the
Departmental Committee of 1893 already
referred to. The result of the inquiry was a
strong reaffirmation of the prohibition of 1888 ;
and the Indian Government, much against its
will, was compelled to pass a law positively for-
bidding the registration and periodical inspection
of women of that class for the purpose of
ascertaining the presence or absence of disease.
This law was passed in 1895.

Unfortunately, it was passed over the heads
of a multitude of military and medical men
- who wholly disagreed with it, and on whom
everything depended. The Anglo-Indian world
cried out that the Government had surrendered
to a parcel of fanatics, and the soldier must
suffer for it. The more he suffered, perhaps
the better; they would get the regulations
back the sooner.

And did he suffer? Probably he did. No
attempt seems to have been made to prevent
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As the measures now in force in India, and
the approval of those measures by the public,
were based on the statements of this Report,! it
is necessary to say a few words about 1it.

Its demand for fresh preventive measures was
based on two comparisons—a comparison
between our own army and those of foreign
countries, and a comparison of the condition
of our Indian army before and after Abolition.

The case being considered urgent, the
inquiry was hurried. A few foreign statistics
were hastily thrown together, showing heavily
in favour of the “regulated” foreign armies.
Every other element in the comparison was
ignored—the different modes of treatment in
hospital and out of it, of hospital entries, of
nomenclature and classification, the difference
in the class of men concerned, in the allowance
of marriage, and of home life while on duty,
and all the innumerable practical differences
which must necessarily affect the comparison.
In vain the Secretary for War himself (Lord
Lansdowne) honestly protested in the House
of Lords that he could find no instruction in
such a comparison as this.? For the British
public and the newspapers ‘“the bare figures
were enough.” They “could see at a glance,”
etc. So they accepted the case as proved,
and cheered the India Office on to the practical
result.

As to the other comparison, it was admitted
that, in spite of the regulations, disease had

1 ¢ Report of a Departmental Committee,” etc., 1897.
(Parliamentary Paper, C. 8397 of 1897.)

2 See the debate in the House of Lords, Zimes,
May 18, 1897.
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out of 30 showed an increase and 12 a decrease ;
in Madras, 14 out of 21 an increase and 7 a
decrease ; while in Bombay only 10 out of 22
showed an increase and 12 a decrease.

Thus, while the abolition of Regulation in
1893 was general throughout India, the aggrava-
tion of disease was local and partial, or else of
very short duration. In 1895 the ratio was
already falling in 46 stations as against 61 ;
and in 1896 the total for the whole of India
shows a sensible diminution. There is abso-
lutely nothing to show that this diminution
would not have continued, as in the Home
army, without any further administrative inter-
ference.

But such was not the will of Her Majesty’s
Government. A few weeks after the publication
of the Report, a modified form of Regulation,
under the apparently innocent guise of a sort of
Notification Act, was reinstated in India. Pro-
fessedly, it did not admit the periodical inspection
of women for vicious purposes ; but it permitted
the hospital surgeon, at any time, upon his own
initiative or upon information received from
anybody, to send for any person in the Canton-
ment and require him or her to submit to a
medical inspection, on the ground that he or
she was suspected of a disgraceful disease ; and,
in case of refusal, to call upon the Cantonment
Magistrate to order the expulsion of such person
from the Cantonment. At the same time the
Act of 1895, prohibiting the periodical inspec-
tion of women, was repealed; and a special
clause was introduced into the Repealing Act
for the purpose of sheltering any medical officer
who should “in good faith” go deyond the
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to stand in the way of efficient treatment at a
time when the military Press was crying out that
the equivalent of something like three regiments
was constantly incapacitated by disease of this
kind. But if a really scientific estimate is to be
formed of the effect produced by this or that
measure, every other contributing cause must be
taken into account, and not least among these
causes are the changes in medical fashions of
treatment. The statistics represent, not the
number of actual cases of disease, but the
number of admissions to hospital ; and it seems
quite possible that some part of the extraordinary
statistical increase in 1894 and 1895 may have
 been due to the efforts of medical officers to
check disease by a closer supervision of the men
and by more frequently recurring periods of
hospital treatment ; just as part of the decrease
in later years ‘“is said to be due to the more wide--
spread treatment of these cases as out-patients,
and is consequently unreal,” while part is
“real, and due to the introduction of continuous
and prolonged treatment.”! Other contributory
causes of improvement are found in “ the placing
of certain bazars and cities out of bounds? on
account of the plague, and the employment
of some regiments on field service.”

And now as to remedies of another kind.
Efforts have been made of late years to reach

1 See British Medical Journal, Aug. 18, 1900.

? This appears frequently in medical reports as a
cause of temporary or local improvement, insomuch
that a season marked by cholera or plague is often a
peculiarly healthy season as regards these other diseases.
But if a city can be placed out of bounds on account of
plague or cholera, why not on account of syphilis?
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the intelligence and heart of the soldier, by
medical lectures, White Cross meetings, and the
like. The official reports allude coldly to these
efforts, and one medical officer goes so far as
to suggest that good-character men and Tem-
perance men are among the chief offenders.
But, even supposing this were true, what does
it mean? Only that men who have learnt to
abjure the habits which, thirty years ago, were
supposed to be ineradicable in the army, have
not yet learnt to abjure the habits which, thirty
years hence, we may find were not ineradicable
either. They are ineradicable to-day because
everybody thinks them so and helps to make
them so. They are ineradicable because medical
officers say that men cannot be expected to keep
straight, and that women ought to be put under
supervision for them. They are ineradicable
because, and as long as, an evil and erroneous
tradition lingers in the army, which has been
fostered by every year that Regulation has
lasted, and redoubled in force by every effort
to bring more, and ‘ more attractive,” women
within its grip. They are ineradicable because,
and so long as, men will not believe in man’s
ineradicable capacity for being better than he
is. But they are not really ineradicable.
Already there are differences in the traditions
of different regiments and different commands.
In some, low talk is bad form in the mess-room,
and, if officers would set themselves to make it
so, it would become bad form in the barrack-
room too. But, in order to this, we need a
radical change, not in human nature, which
will always be capable both of the highest
and the lowest things, but in the tone and

#
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spirit which govern the training of military
men.

And we need something more in the army
than medical lectures of a utilitarian kind,
which have little power over the careless heart
and habits of the lad of twenty. Amid the
crowded companionships of the barrack-room
he needs the solid sense of an invisible Friend
beside him, to whom he is bound by the deepest
gratitude and devotion, without whom he cannot
live and dare not die, and whom he cannot
endure to wound by sinning. The Christian
life, honestly accepted with all its obligations,
is, after all, the best preventive ; and it is, above
- all, to the growing influence of Christian men in
the army that we must look for a real advance
in this matter.

Unfortunately, now as in the last century,
the two forms of effort—the elevating and the
debasing—are to be run side by side. Now, as
then, it is too likely that the latter may outrun
the former, and make it almost impossible for any
decent ideal to live in its degrading presence.
If medical officers use the compulsory powers
conferred on them, in such a way as practically
to re-establish Regulation in India, we may
expect to see the failures of the past repeated.
It is only by turning their attention to methods
more in accordance with modern science and
with actual needs, and utilising every influence
that makes for progress, that disease will be
permanently reduced, and will sink into a
comparatively insignificant place among the
factors that affect the welfare of the British
army in India.

For it is not along one line only that the
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“the man on the spot,” who was certain that
in crowding the hospital with women he was
preventing disease, though he sent them out
little better than they went in, and disease
among the men went on raging all the same.
Nowhere do we find the true grip of the sci-
entific mind on a scientific problem ; nowhere
the keen eye of the true administrator, observant
of remote as well as direct causes, and shaping
his measures so as to make them converge from
every side towards the desired result. Every-
where the one idea has blotted out all others,
and defeated them and itself besides. Nor are
things likely to be permanently better until the
completeness of the failure is fully recognised,
and the reliance on outside coercion discarded,
to give place to a new departure in military
hygiene, and to more general and less perfunctory
efforts to raise the standard of intelligence and
character in the army.

I am not without hope that this new departure
may have already begun.

I have dealt thus minutely with Regulation
in India, because the case of British troops in
India is so constantly quoted as an argument for
Regulation, and it was desirable to show what
that argument is worth. It may perhaps be said
that there are other British dependencies in
which Regulation is held to be a success—or at
least a necessity. But then it was also held to
be a success—or at least a necessity—in India.

II. THE PRESENT AND THE FUTURE

And now, what of the future? Are these
ascertained facts making their due impression
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certainty in the results of the medical inspection,
and the impossibility of adequate isolation, the
Committee concludes :—

““It will be seen that no specific ‘ State or municipal
legislation for the repression or control of prostitution,’
as was contemplated in the Resolution creating this
Committee, has been recommended, and this from the
firm conviction that such repressive measures would
prove a failure,

** The system has so many countervailing disadvantages,
it is vulnerable from so many points of view, that the
movement for its modification or abolition in many
European countries will probably result successfully.”

Other suggestions are then discussed, in-
cluding the localisation of the women’s dwellings
in a distinct quarter by themselves, the com-
pulsory isolation of patients, the penalisation
of transmission of disease, the prevention of
juvenile prostitution, and so forth.

As to segregation, the Report suggests
that :—

“ The most feasible plan appears to be to compel all
prostitutes to inhabit houses by themselves. Immoral
women should not be allowed to dwell in the same house
with moral families. . . . To accomplish this result no
new legislation is necessary. . . . By simply abandoning
this evil to its own evolutionary mode, which is always
towards aggregation, it would naturally drift into certain
streets and quarters, following the line of least resistance
on the part of property owners.”

Even in these retired quarters “the
existing regulations which apply to solicita-
tion in the streets, provocation through open
windows . . . and all offences against public
decency, should be strictly enforced,” and all
red light, or other visible indication of the

14
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difficulty of identifying the source of infection,
and add :—

“If such a law is deemed advisable, it should be
- drafted by those skilled in the framing of legislative
enactments, with due regard to the nature of the disease,
and eliminating all possibilities of blackmail.”

They insist on the importance of safeguarding
minors.

““The young and the immature are the chief victims,
as well as the chief sources of contagion to others. . . .
With a view to suppressing the prostitution of minors,
a law raising the age of consent would be an additional
safeguard. Prostitutes of minor age, when apprehended,
should be sent to a protectory or reformatory. No less
important is the rigid enforcement of the law against
proxenetism. The procurer must be regarded as a most
active agent in the dissemination of disease.”

Finally :—

““In the opinion of the Committee, education and
treatment comprise the most promising remedial measures
which are immediately available. . . . Education should
begin in the ranks of the profession. . . .

‘“ Every young man should be impressed with the
idea that disease is almost invariably a concomitant of
licentious living, involving consequences which may . . .
like an avenging Nemesis, come to smite him, years after
he has forgotten his youthful follies. . . . The physician
should also combat the dangerous theory that indulgence
is necessary to health.

‘‘ Every patient should be fully instructed as to the
nature of his disease, the duration of its contagious
activity . . . and the moral responsibility involved in
exposing others to contagion. . . . Education along
these lines should be generalised as much as possible
among the public, especially among the poor and
ignorant.”

As to treatment, the Committee recommend
that every general hospital receiving State or
municipal assistance should be required to open
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done, to guarantee the health of one solitary
woman.

This was Professor Fournier’s own conclusion.
‘“ And is this where you are, after all, with your
public prophylaxis? Alas, yes, this is where
we are.” 1

Equally clear-sighted and outspoken are the
passages which deal with the prime source of
the problem.

“ The great cities of the world vie with each other in
the vast numbers of those who gain their living by im-
morality. Nor is there any reason to think that this
condition is transitory. . . . The inference has frequently
been drawn that all efforts to suppress or restrict vice
must be vain, and that the only rational course is to
recognise its existence and to minimise its attendant
dangers. . . . It is frequently said that vice is a con-
stant and invariable element in social life. This is, how-
_ever, obviously untrue. So far as one can judge from
the fragmentary history of morality, periods of gross
licentiousness have alternated with periods of com-
parative decency. The degrading influence that inter-
course with a lascivious nation has exercised upon a
people of comparatively pure morals is well known to
every student of history. . . . Social and economic
changes have frequently been marked by an increase or a
diminution in vice. A prolonged war, especially if it be
a civil war, has generally resulted in an exaggeration of
this evil. . . .

““ This fact, that vice varies from age to age and from
place to place, is a sufficient indication that the causes of
which it is the result do not operate with uniform force.
It suggests the idea that, while it may be impossible to
control all the causes of prostitution, and so to eradicate
it, certain of them may be brought under control, with
the result of limiting the evil.” 2

1 ¢ Instruction sur le Péril Vénérien,” by Professor
Fournier, Bulletin de la Société Internationale de Pro-
phylaxie Sanitaire et Morale, 1901, tome i. No. 4, p. 393.

? The Social Evil, pp. 2-5.
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“It is a question whether the existence of isolated
brothels in various parts of the city was as demoralising
as the existence of a limited quarter in which vice ran
riot. Whatever may be said of the demoralising effect
upon respectable society of a number of prostitutes
mingling with it, there can be no doubt that respectable
surroundings have far more power than police regulation
to keep the wanton woman from displaying the actual
degradation of her character. In a limited community
consisting wholly of immoral characters . . . thisrestrain-
ing influence is absent. An esgrif de corps is created which
is highly injurious to public morals and public order.
Furthermore, the existence of licensed houses side by
side almost inevitably leads to an odious competition in
indecency for the sake of attracting customers.”

The author continues (he is speaking of
Berlin in 1839):—

“ From the point of view of sanitary regulation, the
plan was not successful. While the notoriety of the
quarter naturally attracted the youthful and reckless, . . .
the publicity of it deterred those who had acquired
caution without acquiring continence. . . . Hence clan-
destine prostitution increased throughout the city.”!

The evils of overcrowding and the desirability
of keeping growing children from contact with
professional vice are touched upon, and it is
suggested that the present system of public
education does not exhaust its possibilities as a
moralising force.

‘““ Frequently, the child who leaves the public school
loses the only influence that makes for morality, and at
the time when the need for such influence is greatest.
There seems to be little doubt that an extension of the
years of public education for children whose parents or
guardians cannot show that they are engaged in satis-
factory employment or properly cared for in their homes,
would diminish the evil of prostitution of young girls. . . .
Such additional education should naturally be of a kind

1 The Social Evil, pp. 46, 47.
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of prostitution in public places and upon the street, a
limited body of agents selected for exceptional qualities
of tact and integrity is absolutely essential.”

It is with some surprise that one finds so
clear - sighted a student of past efforts at
“control” recommending the formation of a
““ morals police,” however exceptionally qualified.
The fatal influence of officialism is certain to
tell, sooner or later, on any such body, in pro-
portion as it is removed from the wholesome
stimulus of popular criticism and initiative, and
left to work out its own methods of action and
inaction. I venture to think that a far sounder
and more progressive policy is to be looked for
in the direction of effective co-operation between
the ordinary police, acting under their own
chiefs, and voluntary associations of citizens
supplying an intelligent motive force at the back
of them ; the formal recognition of a prostitute
class being avoided as far as possible, acts of
public indecency or disorder being repressed as
such, without any question of the status or
character of the person committing them, the
open markets of vice being dispersed as a
simple matter of street congestion, and juvenile
prostitution being brought under the head of
vagrancy, as in the Industrial Schools Act
Amendment Act of 1880. The National
Vigilance Association, founded in London in
1885, and the London Morality Committee,
founded in 1900 under the presidency of the
late Bishop of London, Dr. Creighton, supply
instances of voluntary associations whose in-
fluence has already produced beneficial results,
and seems likely to be a powerful factor in
grappling with the problem of the Social Evil,
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week-day trade sufficing merely to pay expenses.”
In order to preserve the Sunday trade, a large
number of the saloons have therefore been
turned into “hotels” with sleeping accommoda-
tion for guests. But these rooms are not re-
quired by the respectable public, and the land-
lord must therefore choose between seeing them
untenanted and letting them for dishonourable
purposes. Thus “the effect of the Raines Law
has been to provide unexampled accommodation
for prostitution.” Solicitation and seduction
are rampant, and the trap is laid alike for the
unthinking citizen sitting over his glass of beer,
for the growing boy, and for the young girl out
for a day’s amusement. The precautionary
provisions of the law, which should prevent all
this, are practically impossible to enforce ; and
the law, intended as a boon to public morality,
seems to have turned out an unmitigated curse.
For the philanthropic legislator and moral
reformer this chapter is full of instruction and
admonition.

Finally, the Committee of Fifteen themselves
sum up the net results of the whole inquiry in
a series of recommendations broadly outlining
“a definite policy” with regard to the Social
Evil. The policy is a broad one. “If we wish
to abate the Social Evil,” says the Committee,
“we must attack 1t at its source.”

““ Better housing for the poor, purer forms of amuse-
ment, the raising of the condition of labour, especially of
female labour, better moral education, minors more and
more withdrawn from the clutches of vice by means of
reformatories, the spread of contagion checked by more
adeguate hospital accommodation, the evil itself un-
ceasingly condemned by public opinion as a sin against
morality, and punished with stringent penalties whenever
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of these two American Committees. The
results obtained by such recent, intelligent, and
thoroughgoing investigation among a people of
Anglo-Saxon race, in a country where, as in our
own, the Regulation system is not in force, must
naturally have a peculiar value for the English
inquirer. Taken as a whole, they mark a
growing conviction that, if permanent improve-
ment is to be effected, it must be mainly brought
about by measures of a general rather than a par-
ticular character, aimed not so much at ““coping
with” or “controlling” or “stamping out” the
full-grown evil, as at the gradual depletion of
the various sources which are perpetually feed-
ing and recruiting it. The direct practical
benefits arising from the investigation itself, as
recorded in the last quotation, are both in-
structive and hopeful. The full light that has
lately been turned on the question, and the
increasing public interest shown in it, both in the
United States and in England, are probably
actually producing more good than could possibly
be achieved by the extreme measures advocated
by panicmongers.

Meanwhile the Americans, in their new
dependency in the Philippines, have come face
to face with the same problem which has so
long confronted us in India—that of Western
soldiery garrisoned among subject races in a
tropical climate. They copied our example
and introduced Regulation. The results appear
to have been much the same as in India—or
rather more so. The system was introduced
towards the end of 1898. In rgoo the number
of American soldiers suffering from the three
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The only hope lies in striking at the root,
and diminishing the supply by diminishing the
demand. 7

““ And here we must confess, to our shame, that
nothing has been done ; everything remains to do.” ‘A
rational education at home and at school, calculated to
preserve the chastity of the young man with the same
care as that of the young girl,—followed at the proper
time by a clear explanation of the whole question,—such
is the logical method which we are only now beginning
to think of putting into practice.” ‘“The duty of the
hygienist is to #uséruct, The healthy must be warned to
avoid immoral relations, which lead almost invariably to
infection . . . and the sick, to avoid infecting others

« « »  “One can hardly be severe enough in condemning
the conduct of those doctors who advise young men to
frequent the society of abandoned women.,”

He adds his personal testimony to the effect
of these warnings on the lives of young men.

A still stronger testimony comes from Zurich
and Berlin, where the strenuous teaching of
Professors Albert Heim,! Wyss, Herzen, and
others has resulted in the formation of a
“ Morals” Society among the students them-
selves. The “ Preliminary Reports” prepared
for the second Brussels Conference, to be held
this autumn, show the same sense of the absolute
necessity of popular instruction on the subject.
Dr. Burlureaux, of Paris, has made quite a
round of inquiries among Ministers of State,
clerics, teachers, and employers, and finds
willing collaborators everywhere. All they ask
is information for themselves, and the means
of distributing it. The materials required are

1 See the very remarkable lecture of Professor Heim
on ‘‘Evolution and Morality,” in the Revue de Morale
Sociale, June 1901.

15
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invariably comesin and spoils the whole scheme.
His paper for the new Conference 1s an oddly
ill-digested assortment of attempts to avoid
compulsion and yet to compel. The new
Regulation is to have no police register; the
police are to have nothing to do with it; it is
to be purely medical. Nevertheless, refractory
women are to be handed over to the control
of the police. But is it not precisely in con-
trolling refractory women that the police have
always tailed? = What is to make them succeed
any better now ?

So, too, he objects to the general notification
of these diseases by medical practitioners, as
doing away with professional secrecy and deter-
ring patients, and points out that these diseases
are different from other infectious diseases, and
require different measures. Nevertheless, if the
male syphilitic patient does not carry out the
doctor’s orders and abstain from all contact
endangering the health of others, he is to be
denounced to a Sanitary Commission, which has
full powers to consign him to a prolonged de-
tention in hospital. And what, then, becomes
of professional secrecy, and the confidence of
- patients in the doctor? The difficulty is to
be met by making it penal for anybody but
a qualified physician to advise the syphilitic
patient. Thus he is supposed to be hemmed
in to strict obedience by the necessity of treat-
ment on the one hand, and the fear of denuncia-
tion on the other. Is Dr. Neisser walking in a
dream? Does he really think it passes the wit of
man to evade this sort of machinery, or that the
universal tendency to concealment of disease is
to be overcome by making the doctor a dictator
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ad absurdum of the whole matter. There is
more disease than all the hospitals, and all the
doctors, and all the police, and all the public
funds, and all the powers of the State together,
can avail to crush out. And why? Because
the quantity of disease depends on the quantity
of vice, and the quantity of vice is perpetually
being renewed. Vice is the root-evil, and
every measure that ignores this favours it, and
promotes its increase. We in England and
America may be thankful that we have no
ancient and deep-rooted system to tear up,
leaving its cancerous fibres to rot in the flesh of
society. Let us beware of hasty legislation, the
results of which may be the very opposite of
what 1s intended. Let us beware of being
expert-ridden ; that is to say, of being put into
blinkers, and induced to leave most of the
essential considerations out of sight. Science,
like the rest of us, has its limitations, its
moods, its fashions, and its scares ; the true path
of progress lies along other lines than these.
Health is the result of the conditions of health,
not of the microscopic study of bacteria. Not
that the microscope is to be despised ; we need
a closer, not a mere superficial, study of the
intricate working of causes and effects, both
material and moral. But we also need to plan out
our work in large dimensions and for a long
future ; and to do this we must set in motion,
with a fair field before them, those vital and
progressive moral forces whose momentum in-
creases, not diminishes, directly as the square
of the distance.

NoTE.—Since the above pages were written, the second
International Conference has taken place in Brussels. With
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with pale faces and an earnest purpose; and
now ! in all the four quarters of the globe there
has at least been /%eard the message of the
equality and unity of the Moral Law: God is
one, and His Law is one—one and equal for
man and woman, rich and poor, and for the
spiritual and physical health of man.

My cousin Charles Birrell, a man of apostolic
character, wrote to me in 1870: “You have
sounded a note for which the ages have been
waiting, and which the Church itself in its
corporate capacity has never yet intoned.”
This was a prophetic utterance. The initiators
or pioneers of the movement, as they may be
called, do not deserve any special credit, and
most of them would repudiate any ascription of
merit, for they were only instruments in the
hands of the one Initiator. “The hour had
struck,” and the slaves in chains needed a
representative, or representatives, to express their
woes, for which they themselves had no voice.
The Holy Ghost, and He alone, was the Initiator
and the Inspirer, and the Divine hand drew or
drove a few men and women to the front. I
use the word drove; for I was myself one of
those who had to be dragged or driven to the
work. I was like Jonah, who hung back,
cowardly, when instructed to go and denounce
Nineveh. But God knows how to train His
workers, and keep them to the work.

I have thought much lately of that Power in
our midst, to which in my own mind I give the
name of “The Invisible Vanguard.” It is the
Invisible Vanguard which has secured victory
after victory for us, so far. That force needs at
this moment to be greatly reinforced, in order
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to meet the hostile forces which are approach-
ing. This silent company, which holds fast
hour by hour the hand of Omnipotence, has
gone in advance, though unseen, all the way
along; its influence has silently moved the
consciences and wills, and overruled the ac-
tions of princes and potentates, councils and
parliaments. '

I wish it, however, to be understood that it
has been necessary all along to make use of
agents and instruments from all sides and all
ranks and conditions, to appeal to and to work
with members of parliaments and senates,
political groups, magistrates, and men of
business, who are by no means all men of
prayer. We need to move “the powers that
be,” to move legislatures and governments, in
order to reverse iniquitous legislation and to
obtain purer laws and - more justice for the poor
and weak and voiceless; and governments, as
you know, are not all Christian in the vital sense !
Wilberforce and his colleagues were in the same
position in the anti-slavery movement. In their
case also there was an Invisible Vanguard, who
watched and prayed and drew down the Might
of Heaven for the breaking of cruel chains. We
accept also the aid and fellowship of Hindus,
Mohammedans, and men of different non-
Christian lands, susf men, who come to us to
plead the cause of their own women (as in the
case of the downtrodden and outraged native
women of India, brought under the yoke of
legalised vice). These men were, and are so
far as we know, men of pure lives. Should I
have refused the co-operation of a dark-skinned
man, pleading for justice for his dark-skinned
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three months after. ‘A doctor of Paris, who did
not speak from the Christian standpoint, detailed
to us the discussions at some length which took
place at Brussels, relating how one after another,
men who had been upholders of the system,
gave way, and admitted that it had been a
failure ; even acknowledging that no system
of the kind which did not take into account
the moral element could be successful. This
doctor declared that the members present
could scarcely understand how it was ; they had
not been wholly convinced by arguments; but
an unseen influence, which floated over the
assembly, had moved, subdued, and convinced.
This he repeated and emphasised, suiting the
action to the word, by waving his hands over
his head to indicate the unseen influence
dominating the meeting. Afterwards I spoke
to him, and he admitted that he had thought of
us and of our statements. _
GERMANY.—There is much difficulty in the
prosecution of the work in Germany, on account
of the position which women there have always
held. They are in a measure kept down, not
encouraged to appear in any public work,
scarcely allowed any voice; even the Church
regards action by them in this connection
unfavourably. Yet God has raised up there
a group of exceptionally brave and gifted
women, who are holding meetings, spreading
knowledge on the question, and gaining ground.
SWEDEN AND Norwav.—The leader of our
cause in Scandinavia is Mr. Hugo Tamm, a
member of the Upper House, an influential
man politically, and a firm Christian. The
work which had begun long ago under his






Appendix 239

stagnant for a long time, but the interest in the
matter has been revived lately by the formation
of a new group of workers represented by a
paper called Sckiave Biancke (*“ White Slaves”),
which promises to adopt the whole of our
programme,

UniTEp STATES.—The Friends’ Association
sent over to America last winter a very excellent
deputy, who had a successful crusade. The
occasion was the putting into force, in the
Philippines, by certain military men, of the State
regulation of vice in a very bad form, the
burden of which naturally fell on the native
women. Mr. Gregory went to all the chief
cities, and attended many meetings. The
American women came forward in their
thousands. He had a very important conference
in New York with leading doctors, who pub-
lished a report of their discussions very favour-
able to the cause. In spite of this, however, I
apprehend that there is more danger at the pres-
ent time from doctors than from military men.
After two interviews with President Roosevelt,
Mr. Gregory wrote to me: “ Mr. Roosevelt is a
volcanic man for righteousness, quite a man
after your own heart.” I understand that, as a
result of action already taken, the system has
been abolished in the Philippines.

Our eyes are especially directed just now
to Soutrn Arrica. War is a horrible thing,
and always gives rise to confusion and dis-
integration, including much moral evil. But
God’s hand has been shown so clearly in this case
that I do not take so serious a view of the evils
likely to follow the war just closed as many of
my friends do.
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different parts of the British Empire where
troops are maintained. @The name of Miss
Sandes is conspicuously and honourably asso-
ciated with this important movement, which is
proving to be an undermining power against
the corrupting influence of the State regu-
lations of vice in military stations. These
Homes are superintended by spiritually gifted
women—*‘elect ladies” in the apostolic sense.
Miss Schofield, who is in charge of one of these
Homes, wrote, in April last, a letter (since
published), in which she said, “Did I ever tell
you how the sergeant-major of a regiment we
have known for years cut me short one evening
when I was speaking to him about the power of
God? fMadam,’ he said, ‘you have no need to
tell me about the power of God ; how can I help
but believe it when I see the transformed lives
of the men of my own battalion?’”

This is but an indication of a very real work
of reform beginning in the hearts and souls of
men. In the face of such a fact, it seems almost
a blasphemy to continue to proclaim that the
exigencies of military life demand such degrad-
ing and disgusting arrangements as are repre-
sented by the law, which was successfully
brought to an end in England in 1885,

Our soldiers must no longer be treated as the
raison d'étre of arrangements which facilitate
and virtually sanction vice. They must now
be accorded a place far above that in our
nation’s esteem.

No plans for the amelioration of morality can
ever succeed which are based upon a low and
degrading opinion of human nature ; they will
inevitably fail, morally and materially. Every

6
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the almost unattainable ideal of the missionary
and the saint has become the expression of the
common-sense of the practical man of action,
whether he be soldier, physician, or statesman.
In support of this statement I bring before
my readers the General Order published by
General Sir George White, in 1897, when
Commander-in-Chief in India ; an Army Memor-
andum on similar lines issued by Lord Wolseley
when Commander-in-Chief, in August 1898 ; a
General Order issued from the War Department
at Washington in March 1902, signed by the
U.S.A. Secretary of- State for War, by the
direction of the President. It is not an ex-
aggeration to say that any of these three Army
Orders might have been written, so far as
excellence of moral tone is concerned, by Mrs.
Butler or Mr. Maurice Gregory. Last, but not
least, I also cite the resolutions passed by the
Brussels International Conference of 18gg,
where thirty-three different nations were repre-
sented. The Conference was organised by those
who believed in State regulation of vice, and the
countries officially represented at it had nearly
all tried Regulation in some shape or form. The
course of the debates illustrated the hygienic
failure of the “ Regulation” in countries where it
had been most strenuously practised, and the
resolutions adopted were in support of moral
means of combating the physical effects of vice ;
that is, that vice itself should be attacked rather
than its consequences. Not one of the resolu-
tions proclaimed the success of Regulation, or
suggested means of making it more efficacious.
The Army Orders referred to enjoin upon
soldiers the necessity of practising self-control,










































