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SPHINGES 205

chrysalis has been observed to squeak shortly before the emergence
of the perfect form.

The fore wings of this moth are of a very rich dark brown,
beautifully mottled with lighter tawny shades, and with a small
but conspicuous yellow dot near the centre. The hind wings are
yvellow, with a black band and margin ; and the body is yellow,
with six broad black bands, and six large blue spots down the
middle.

The moth is rather widely distributed, and even common in

Fic. 97.—Tur Drata’s-Hean Hiwr Mo,

some parts, but is not nearly so often met with as the larva. It is
on the wing during August and September,

It is probable that the reader will never have an opportunity of
capturing the perfect form of this remarkable species, but he may
with a little perseverance obtain some caterpillars and rear them,
These larve feed on the potato, the deadly nightshade (Atropa
Belladonna), and the woody nightshade (Solanum Dulcamara) :
and they are well known to potato growers in some parts of the
country.

The colour of the caterpillar is generally pale yellow, with
numerons small black dots, and seven oblique violet stripes on each



200 COMMON BRITISH MOTHS

side. The horn is yellowish and rough, and is bent downward, but
recurved again at the tip.
It feeds during the night, and remains hidden throughout the

daytime. In August it is fully grown, and then retires into the
ground to undergo its transformations.

The Privet Hawk (Sphine Ligustri)

This is another fine moth, measuring nearly four and a half
inches from tip to tip. It is represented in the centre of Plate IX
in its natural eolours, so that it need not be deseribed.

Fia. 98.—Trr Lirva oF ATROPOS.

The perfect insect flies in June and July, and, although common,
is not frequently seen at large. The larve, however, are to Le met
with in abundance in privet hedges. IEven in the centres of large
towns we may see them resting on the topmost twigs of a privet
hedge, their beautiful green tint closely resembling that of the
surronnding leaves. After a little experience they may be readily
discerned by a eareful observer, but there are certain giens by which
their presence may be proved before they have been actually
seen. Sometimes a number of the twigs are completely siripped
of their leaves, even the midribs and the leaf stalks being almost
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