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24 THE PAIRING-GROUNID.

be) is the first in the spring at the “lek-stille,” and in the
more northern forests, even when the snow is deep on the
eround, he commences his spel either on the surface of
the snow—on which one often sees the marks of his
trailing wings where he has paraded to and fro—or
perched on the upper branch of a pine.

At such times his neck is stretched out, his wings
droop, his feathers are ruffled up, and his tail spread out
in the manner of a fan, as depicted in the illustration
sketeched by M. Wilhelm von Wright.®

#* Like M. Ekstrim, & firat-class naturalist and 511:1-|'t4.-'li1.:1!1.. and. as
regarids subjects of natural history, undoubtedly the best dranghtsman at
present existing in Sweden, althoush since some years, it grieves me fo

aav. om o bed of sickness,
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(is THFE BLOSS.

who on the contrary should refrain from following it.
ITe ought not, nevertheless, to be altogether in ignorance
as to the manner in which it is carried on.”

THE BLOSE.

In parts of Scandinavia, more especially in the
provinces of Smiland and Westergothland, the Capercali,
as also the Black-Cock, are not unfrequently, when
roosting in the trees at night, shot by the aid of “bloss,”*
or by means of torehlight. '

* The hloss for speaving fish, as shown in Seandinavian Adventures,”
consists of chips of resinous woaod placed in a sort of 1rm cradle at the
stern of the boat ; but that used by the fowler is composed of several long
strips of wood, inserted in an iron ring, or it may be of a single piece of
wood cleft lathwise to within a few inches of the hand-fast. Scotch fir is
preferred for the purpose, but it must be perfectly dry and of an inflam-
mable nature. If the bloss be a really good one, it throws ont a splendid
light ; and whether it illumines the forest or the lake, the effect on a dark

night is strikingly beantiful.
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25() THE SKJUT-KO.

at any one shot was fifty-seven, consisting chiefly of Teal
and the like.”

THE SKIUT-HO.

Late in the antumn, when ducks, for the most part, are
exceedingly wild and unapproachable in the usual way,
the fowler resorts to various expedients to circumvent
them. Sometimes he shelters himself behind a horse
trained for the purpose, but at others ensconces himself
in a so-called Skjut-Ko, or artificial cow, and in this
disguise, as shown in the above skefeh by Colonel
Fritz von Dardel, he steals upon the birds.

“The ¢Skjut-Ko’ I myself made use of, and which
answered admirably,” says M. von Greiff, * consisted of
hoops and splints covered with canvas, and afterwards
painted brown, so as. to resemble a cow. Being hollow,
the sportsman crept into it, the gun forming one of the
horns, and his feet the hind-legs of the animal. But as
one must .constantly go in a bent position, the fatizue is
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