The other side of the opium question / by W.J. Moore.

Contributors
Moore, W. J. Sir, 1828-1896.

Publication/Creation
London : J. & A. Churchill, 1882 (London : J. E. Adlard.)

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/tbz43ppr

License and attribution

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/




22200200366









































































29 THE OTHER SIDE OF

charter, in 1834, the importation of opium was annually
20,000 chests, by 1857 it had risen to 70,000, in wvalue
nearly £5,000,000 sterling. The present value (1879-80)
was £12,993,979 (and the net revenue £7,250,000), the
increase being the result of freedom both of importation
and consumption.

The fulminations of the Chinese Government against
the importation and the use of opium have certainly been
both numerous and energetic. As the Chinese Emperors,
a thousand years before the Christian era, condemned
drunkenness and declared the most severe punishment to
deter from that vice, so in almost exactly similar language
the Chinese Emperors of the present century have con-
demned opium, and declared the most severe punishment
to those indulging in the drug. And the high moral
standing, apparently taken by a Chinese Emperor, in his
declarations against the drng, has won the sympathy of a
very large class of Englishmen. I will not,” said the
Emperor of China, “make a revenue from the vices of
my people ;”’ death, banishment, forfeiture of property,
the wooden collar, the bastinado, punishments often ex-
tended to sons and brothers, were the means by which it
was sought to stop the sale and use of opium. When a
man was detected in smoking, he was put to the torture
until he gave up the name of the person who sold him the
drug, and this agent was similarly dealt with until he told
where he procured it. All this, and the peculiar circum-
stances of the Chinese people, their poverty, and the
listless and objectless manner in which the Government
was carried on, the sanguinary penal code, and the
probability that opium saved the Chinese people from
being a drunken nation, all this was forgotten in admira-
tion of the high moral standard assumed in the words,
“I will not derive a revenue from the vices of my
people.””  But, unfortunately, there is much reason to
conclude, that this high moral standard was either a
wilful delusion and snare cast to the “outer barbarians,’”’
or otherwise the result of dense ignorance ; or repudiation
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prevented all trade whatever with  foreign devils,” doubt-
less for the same reasons that they would have stopped
the opium trade, viz. because import trade of all kinds
took silver from the country. Taking a mistaken view of
political economy, a large party would have excluded
all imports as tending to draw away wealth from the
country. They would sell, but not buy; and if trade
could have been conducted on such one sided principles,
our relations with the Chinese Government would have
doubtless been uniformly cordial. “ Why should fo-
reigners,” they pleaded, *“ derive all this profit from im-
ports #”  But this pleading was shrouded by the cloak
of an assumed high moral standard. It is our prin-
ciple,” they said, “not to license what we condemn
as immoral,” and they gloried in their own assumed
superiority as to the principles of their own Govern-
ment, and pretended to scorn the Christian Govern-
ments that tolerated vices, and converted them into
a source of pecuniary profit and public revenue. All
this high moral sentiment has taken amazingly with those
who only look on the surface! who will not understand
that the silken slipper of morality often covers the cloven
foot of self-interest.

The real grievance against the foreign opium trade is
not that it demoralises the people, but that it drains off
the country’s supplies of silver. The Chinese Government,
although mnot the people, have also another motive for
desiring to abolish the opium trade with India. They
gsmart under the recollection that treaties with the British
were the result of victories gained by the British, and are
the mementos of their own defeat and humiliation. The
Chinese Government were not slow to perceive that
““ opinm »’ was the word to inscribe on their banner of
agitation. At the present time, although the Chinese
Government may fix any tariff for the transit of opium
after it has been landed, the tax on opium when first im-
ported is fixed by treaty ; and this rankles in the mind,
and offends the dignity of the Celestial Court,
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the secret purchasers of opium instead of labouring for
its suppression. At length, notwithstanding laws of re-
pression, the importation, the sale, and the use of opium
was carried on openly, under what would be dignified in
Europe by the term, “sovereign will of the people ”’—a
will which many would apparently deny to the Chinese
nation ! Intelligent natives now estimate the proportion
of opium consumers at 31 per cent. of the population, and
under such circumstances some few may perhaps think
with Sirr,* that “it would be quite as impertinent in us
to interfere as some would have us interfere, as for the
Chinese to crusade against the enormous, and perhaps
more deleterious, consumption of gin in England.”
Quite recently it is reported that at Loochow the people
left the town, consequent on an order that opium houses
should be closed.

The difficulty the Chinese laboured under in obtaining
their chosen stimulant by importation, led, in spite of
imperial decrees to the contrary, to the extensive cultiva-
tion of the poppy in China. It has been recently calcu-
lated that only one fifth of the opium used by the Chinese
is foreign, that is, 80 per cent. is native, and as the-quality
of the native drug improves the disproportion will increase.
Opium is now one of the principal products of the province
of Sechuen, and opinions have been expressed, that in
the course of time the product of this province alonet
will affect the price of the Indian drug. Other provinces,
as Yunnan, Mongolian Manchuria, and Kivei-chow, also
grow much opium, most landholders cultivating small
patches.f Proclamations are constantly issued by loecal
magistrates, exhorting the people to cultivate cereals, and
abandon opium for more useful crops, but as the officials
are the chief consumers of the drug, and in addition
derive a considerable revenue therefrom, these prosecrip-
tions are really intended only as the means of exacting

¥ Birr, * China and the Chinese.’

+ ¢ Blue Book.! Notes by Consular Agents,
T Caine, * Opium Cultivation in China.’
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alkaloids ; so also does tobacco; and so also do certain
other materials in common use as articles of consumption.
Again, although opium is a poison, it acts very differently
on different constitutions. There are people who, as
Ophelia says of her rue, take the opium with a difference.
‘While so small a quantity as four grains of crude opium
has killed an adult, and one-eighth of a grain has killed
an infant six months old, other people have taken enor-
mous quantities with impunity. Thus it is on record that
Dean Milner took thirty-four grains daily to 850 drops of
laudanum ; De Quincey took 12,000 drops of laudanum in
a day, and a medical man took thirty-four grains of
opium every day for a considerable period. Lahrbrush,
a Londoner, took to opium in 1807 for diarrhcea, and con-
tinued the practice in India, eating at the rate of ninety
grains per diem, and continuing in good health for seventy
years. Occasionally children also evince an extraordinary
tolerance.

We are not, however, now occupied in considering
peculiar idiosyncrasies which cause some to “faint of a
rose in aromatic pain,’’ others to grow sick on the approach
of a cat, and enable others to eat opium or arsenic as if
““ to the manner born.”” But it is the ordinary effect, on
ordinary people, we desire to trace, and to see how far
those writers against opinm are correct in the conclusions
they would have us accept.

Thus we are told that opium enslaves its victims, and
that a person who has once, even Acteon-like, unawares,
inhaled the seductive vapour, has crossed a barrier as
impassable from the other side as the Styx, and is ever
after a slave to the habit. We are told that the inserip-
tion of I’Inferno should be placed on the door of every
opium shop, ‘“Who enter here, leave hope behind !*
And we are taught to believe that there is a thick and
blinding fog for ever hanging over the fatally easy slope
which leads to the opium house Avernus—the Morgue—
whereby the victim cannot perceive what progress he has
made upon the dreadful downward road. In short, we
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or even a hundred miles under the burning sun of the
“ Land of Death,” as Marwar from its sterile sandy aspect
has been termed. To the “ kossid,” again, obliged to
travel long distances in a short space of time, opium is
invaluable. The court hurkarus, especially of Bickaneer,
Joudpoor, and of some of the other native states, were
celebrated for the distance and speed with which they
travel. They go without food, they endure without water,
and they abjure sleep, being supported to their journey’s
end by an occasional pill of the opium they carry with
them in a small tin box. When used by the impoverished
ryot, it occupies the void resulting from insufficient food,
or from food deficient in the necessary alimentary sub-
stances, and it affords to him not only a taste of that
exhilaration of spirits which in other countries might be
aroused by liquor, but it also enables him to undergo his
daily fatigues with far less waste of tissue than would
otherwise occur—or in other words, it adds to his physical
strength. On shooting excursions the opium-eater often
passes along apparently insensible to heat or fatigue,
while others toil under the blazing sun, looking out as
much for the next pool or well of water as to the
immediate work of beating for game. Similarly, the
camel drivers, * when on the patient camel’s desert march
the fore foot draws the hinder,” support their strength,
from early night to early morn, with the little opium ball
from the inevitable tin box.

Then again in the extensive camel-breeding districts of
Western India, the principal characteristics of which are
a succession of sand-hills covering thousands of square
miles, the men tending the camels are enabled to with-
stand the fierce heats by day, and in the winter season
the bitter cold of night, by the use of opium. A little
grain taken from the distant villages into the wilderness
and camel’s milk is their sustenance for months; the
daily dose of opium enabling them to bear the solifudes,
and the physical exertion and extremes of temperature to
which they are subjected when tending the herds of
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down, as that Chinese nationality will be destroyed by
opium. The disappearance of lives cansed by opium are
but ripples on the immense ocean of Chinese humanity,
and would scarcely affect the vital statistics, were any
compiled for the Chinese empire. At one time it was
phophesied that tobacco would destroy European nations.
Both James I and Pope Urban III prohibited the use of
tobacco in almost as bitter terms as the Chinese emperors
have inveighed against opium. James I said :—“It is a
custome loathsome to the eye, hatefull to the nose, harme-
full to the braine, dangerous to the lungs, and in the
blacke stinkinge fume thereof neerest resembling the
horrible Stygian smoake of the pitte that is bottomeless ;”’
and Urban prohibited the use of tobacco, under any
circumstances, under the penalty of excommunication.
Francisco De Sevira, of Cordova, in Spain, also assailed
tobacco with as vigorous a counterblast as was directed
against it by our own “ British Solomon,” prophesying
the ruin of the nation by indulgence in what the Waha-
bees even now call the “unclean herb.” Yet notwith-
standing that this opposition has extended over centuries,
as evidenced by a comparatively recent controversy in the
¢ Lancet,” and notwithstanding the vehemence of incon-
siderate declaimers, and the moderation of others, still
the smoking of tobacco has extended, and is extending,
amongst all classes of society ; evidenced by the enormous
revenue of some six millions sterling which the British
nation now expends on this perhaps the least defensible,
but not the most pernicions of its luxuries. Tobacco has
been stated-to impair the vital and physical energy, to
induce dyspepsia, to impair the generative organs, and to
cause mental disease; but in spite of all, the will of the
people has triumphed over authoritative and professional
denunciations of tobacco in European countries as the will
of the people has triumphed as regards opium in China.
Tea, again, was not introduced into general use without
much opposition. Treatises have been published showing
that its effects are injurious, and it was ridiculed under
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is used constantly in small quantities for twenty or even
thirty years, with comparatively little injury.’’*

We know that in India whole races, as the Sikhs for
instance, consume opiunm in some form, and we know
that they are nof ruined physically and mentally, but, on
the contrary, are among the hardiest and most industrious
of the people.

Struck by the exaggerated and sensational accounts
that have been from time to time published concerning
the evil results from opium, Dr Vincent Richards in-
stituted a statistical inquiry at Balasore in Orissa, where
the habit of using opium is very general and has much
imncreased since the famine of 1866. The following are
the conclusions at which he arrived :—1. That opiam is
taken habitually by about 8 to 10 per cent. of the adult
population of Balasore, and that the average daily allow-
ance for a man is seven grains, and for a woman five
grains, 2. That moderation is the rule. 3. That mode-
rate doses include from two to sixteen grains per diem, ac-
cording to circumstances. 4, That opium-eating is much
more common in unhealthy than in healthy localities, even
though they are situated in the same district. 5. That
the drug is sometimes taken in very large doses—thirty
grains and upwards—without producing any very serious
ill-effects, much depending on the constitution of the
individual, and his habituation to its use. 6. That what-
ever the effects of the excessive use of the drug may be,
when taken in moderation it is positively beneficial, where
such diseases as fever, elephantiasis, rheumatism, &ec.,
are present, and when food is scarce. 7. That the effects
of even the most excessive use of opium are harmless,
both to the individual and to society, compared with the
excessive use of alcohol.*

Even Sir C. U. Aitcheson, in his memorandum on the
evil effects of opium used in Burmah states, “ There are
large numbers of the non-Burmese community, constituting

* ¢ Indian Medical Gazette,” 1877.

































