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EXTRACT from Minvtes of Gexerar, Covrt oF CoNTRI-
suTORS, 5th January 1818.

“ Taar a Committee be appointed, before whom shall be laid all Accounts,
Books, and Reecords, relating to the management of the Infirmary, in the pre-
eeding year; with instructions to enquire into the state of the Hospital, and any
matters that have been complained of in the domestic management of the House;
and to report their opinion in writing to an adjourned General Court of Can-
tributors, to be held on the first Monday of February next.”

COMMITTEE.
The Right Honourable Lord Bavoear.
The Reverend Principal Bairp.
Sir Winriam Har, Bart.
Wirtetam Ansurnxor, Esq.
ALEXANDER Duncax, Exq. W. 8.
James Duxpas, Esqg. W. 8
Fraxcis Jerraey, Esq. Advocate.
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Jonx Fraxers Ersexie, Esq. of Marr.
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Avexaxpen Muoxro, Esq.
Licutenant-General MaxweLr.
Mr WicHaM.
Sir Wirriam Ferres, Bart.
Joaw Crate, Esq. Merchant.
Joux Arcuigarp Murgay, Esq. Advocate.
Lreoxarn Horner, Esq.
Apam Martiawp, Esq. George's Square.






REPORT.

IN rel.pc'irting to the Court of Contributors, the result of the
inquiries.. which the Committee were instructed to make into
% the state of the Iospital, and particularly into the matters
% which had been complained of in the domestic management of
“ the House ;"—the tummittec beg leave in the first place to state
what has been the general course and scope of their proceedings,
and the limits within which they have judged it expedient to

confine their investigations.

The subjects to which the Committee conceived it to be the in-
tention of the Contributors that their inquiries should be directed
were principally three ;—namely, the state of the Hospital as to
cleanliness, and other circumstances in the domestic arrangements
and economy of the House, immediately connected with the per-
sonal comfort of the Patients ;—the state of the ordinary diet, as
actually administered, both as to its quality and its quantity ;—
and the general character and conduct of those subordinate at-
tendants in the House, to whose personal care and attention in

the absence of the Medical Officers, the Patients are principally
entrusted.



vi.

In the view of obtaining the requisite information on these se-
veral heads, as well as on every collateral point affecting the ac-
tual state of the Infirmary, the Committee determined to resort
to the best and most unsuspected testimony within their reach ;
and have accordingly obtained the declarations of the Medical
Officers who are now connected with the Establishment, or who
have been connected with it within the last few years, with the
exception of such only as were either no longer resident in Edin-
burgh, or were prevented by indisposition from attending the
Committee : And in‘order that'the ékxamindtidn of those gentle-
men might be rendered as complete and useful as possible,
the Managers were requested to depute some of their number

to be present on all such occasions.

LY

‘The examination of the Medical Gentlemen, connected with
lhe‘.]hﬁrmur}', has proved much more laborious, and has éxtend-
ed to a much greater length, than the Committee could have an-
ticipated ; and on deliberately considering the import and effect
of the voluminous evidence which had thiis been obtained, the
Committee, for reasons which appeared to them invim:ih]e’. and
which are -re'f'erru_e-d to in some of the Minutes of their daily proceed-
ings, determined to abstain from the examination of Nurses, EPaI-
tients, and Servants.  In limiting theirJI'iil'\restigﬁtinm to the
testimony chiefly of the Medical Officers, and to certain written
documents bearing upon the ;s;ﬁ.:-ject of inquiry, t].jc.'tfpmm.i.ttw
apprehend that :nnpglfléas"_!mm.l done to enable the Cﬂurt.ﬁf
Contributors to form a qscf;ﬂ opinion on the main points uF
the case; and n now laying the whole of the evidence 1;:&-
fore the Contributors, accompanied with such other” documents
as appearéd to them of importance, the Committee shall cqnﬁﬁe
their observations on the rﬁsult of this Inquiry within very nar-

row bounds.

The Cémmittee conceive it to be almost unnecuésnr;i to offer
their testimony to the excellence of the medical treatment of the

patients in the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh ; for they believe it
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to be universally acknowledged, that from the arrangements
which have been long established, the patients in this Hospital
receive every aid from medical skill and experience which the
most wealthy individuals could have it in their power to com-
mand ; and that there is probably no institution of the kind,
where the prime object of healing the sick and diseased has been

prosecuted with more eminent ability or success.

In evidence of this general statement, the Committee are hap-
py in being able to concur with the Managers in appealing to
the very low average number of the deaths that have oceurred in
the Royal Infirmary ; and they have much satisfaction in directing
the attention of the Contributors and of the public to that fact,
not only as it bears on the medical conduct of the Hospital, but
as it may serve to demonstrate, that whatever defects may have
existed at any time in the domestic economy or arrangements of
the Ifouse, these never have been of a nature or extent that has
perceptibly interfered with the great and primary purpose of the
Institution, as a receptacle for the sick and diseased among the

lower classes of the community.

At the same time. on a review of the evidence, both written
and parele, which has come under their consideration, the Com-
mittee are of opinion, that there have existed some errors and
defects in the ordinary domestie economy of the house; and that
the established arrangements have failed to prevent the occa-
sional occurrence of circumstances mjurions to the comfort of
Patients, and affecting the general character and repute of this
most interesting and most useful adjunct to the great medical
school of E:Iinbllrg]l.

I stating this as the result of their inquiries, the Committee
are fully impressed with the conviction, that the evils which may
have existed, have arisen even in spite of great zeal, anxiety, and

active benevelence, on the part of the Ordinary Managers in the-

&
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discharge of their offical duty. OFf the disposition of the Ma-
nagers to rectify neglects and disorders, when aware of their
existence, the Committee do not entertain the slightest doubt;
and it 15 with siucere satisfaction they have it in their pover
to state, that for a considerable time past, the T'r'!:u'l:lf_;l:'.'ﬁ appenr to
have been diligently employed in preparing and introducing various
practical improvements 1a the state and conduct of the Hounse.
Whatever defects have formerly existed, or may vyet exist, the
Committee appreliend that these ought to be regarded as the al-
most insensible growth of a system, imperfeet in some of its sub-
ordinate checks and means of controul, rather than as the conse-

quences of culpable oversight in any of the higher classes of

Officers connected with the Establishment.

The particular defeets to which the Committee would beg leave

to direct the attention of the Contributors, as appearing in evi-

dence, are the following :

1. It appears, that at no very remote period, thestate of the
Bedding in the House was faulty ; and that cleanliness and com=
fort in that article were mot uniformly or effectuzlly secured.
To this object, however, the attenition of the Managers has been
directed ; and the Committee have much satislaction in reporting;
that in the course of the last year such measures had been adopt-
ed and earried into exceution, as appear to have left little or no

gmund for present c::r.nplaint on this head.

9, It appears that the requisite degree of attention has not
been paid to the cleanliness of the persons of the Patients; and
the Committee beg leave to suggest to the Managers, that some
more efficient regulation on that head ought to be adopted and
enforced. They may further submit it as a subject for their con-
sideration, how far it may be practicable to have e sufficient supply
of body linen for those Patients, the scantiness of whose provision

in that respect secms at prusen't to preclude the possibility of en-



iX.
suring personal eleanliness.—As connected with this branch of
the economy of the House, the Committee may add, that in the
several Wards of the Infirmary, the ordinary supply of furniture
and utensils has of late been enlarged ; and that a set of baths

for the use of patients are in progress,

3. On the subject of diet, it appears in evidence, that although
the regulations respecting it have not been reduced into tables, as
in many other Hospitals, yet for many years back there has been
a known system and routine for the ordinary diet of the several
classes of Patients, which appears to have been a:lnpted and con-
tinued with the approbation of the Medical Advisers of the
House. It farther appears, that in the general arrangements
for procuring articles of food of the best quality, there does
not exist any defect. At the same time, on a review of the
evidence before them, the Committee are of opinion, that in
the preparation of the food of the House, as well as in the
quantities of it actually served out to the Patients, the practice of
late years hns occasionally erred on the side of a too rigid econo-
my ;—the natural consequence of which has been to aggravate the
extent and effect of those irregularitics, which unavoidably attach
to the daily preparation and distribution of food for some hun-
dreds of individuals. To this important subject, however, the at-
tention of the Managers and of the Medical Officers has been
directed for a considerable time past; and the Committee shall
merely express their hope, that their deliberations will lead
to the adoption of regular Diet Tables, such as seem to Le
generally in use in other Hospitals of this description; and
that in the sctual administration of their ordinary diet, there
will be left to the Patients, and their friends no apology or pre-
tence for introducing into the wards supplies of additional food,
in violation of positive rule, and of the injunctions imposed on the

ordinary Attendants of the House
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4. On the subject of diet, the Committee beg leave further to
offer it as their opinion, that in the mode of serving it out to the
patients, a due degree of attention has not been paid to cluanliness-
and comfort. To the greater number of Patients who resort to
this establishment, it is not a great deal in this respect that can be
required as essentially necessary for their comfort and accommo-
dation ; and the Committee feel assured, from recent observation,
that te this subject, the attention of the Managers is sufficiently

awake,

5. From the concurring testimony of all those connected with
the Hospital, it evidently appears, that there has existed the ut-
most difliculty in procuring the service of Nurses, whose charac-
ter and habits are such as to emsure regularity and fidelity
in the discharge of their laborious and disagreeable duties.
It is unquestionably to the low qualifications of a great pro-
portion of this class of attendants, that the most offensive defects
in the state of the Hospital have been chiefly owing; and it
appears to the Committee to be a subject deserving and requiring
the most serious consideration, how far it may IH’:I truly practicable
to engage the services of a better deseription of Nurses than here-
tofore. The difficulties which may attend 'ﬂm attempt, the Com-
mittee have no inclination to diminish or disguise ; and without
meaning to prescribe the fittest course to be adopted by the Ma-
nagers, they will merely beg leave to submit, that unless the
rate of wages paid to Nurses, shall excecd that of ordinary de-
mestic servants in the middle classes of society, it will be im-
possible to draw into this laborious and disagrecable line of ser-
vice, any individuals but such as [rom character and habits are

nearly unfit for every other.

6. On the subject of Cleanliness and Comfort, the Commit-
tee have only further to observe, That defects in those respects

appear to have existed in a greater degree in what is call-



X
ed the Lock Ward, than in any other part of the House.
For this it would not perhaps be difficult to assign a probable
cause ; but the Committee feel more anxious to state it as their
opinion, that it would redound to the general credit and repute
of the Establishment, and perhaps to the advantage of this un-
happy class of Patients, that they should be removed into a house

completely detached from the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh.

On a general review of the Evidence, the Committee appre-
hend, that the Contributors will concur with them in thinking,
that while there appear to have existed defects in the state
and arrangements of the Royal Infirmary, not undeserving of
their notice, and of the serious consideration of those to whom
the ordinary management of the Institution has been committed,
yet that the complaints on those heads which had gone abroad,
have been in some instances exagzerated much beyond what the
facts now in evidence appear to justify, while in some other in-
stances they are unsupported or disproved. In matters of this
kind, a great deal of mis-statement is but too common, and must
be carefully guarded against in forming a fair and useful opi-
nion on the subject of the present enquiry ; yet it cannot be either
necessary or useful to disguise what appears to be the prevailing
opinion of the Medical Gentlemen who have been examined, and
who have recently visited other Hospitals, that not many months
ago the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh was, in point of Cleanliness
and general Attention to the Comforts of the Patients, inferior to
most other Hospitals which they had seen; and that the im-
provements in its domestic economy and arrangements by which
it may now challenge a more favourable opinion, have not been.
dated beyond the middle of the last year. At the sametime, it is fit
to bear in mind, that in almost every other hospital of which the
Committee have received any information, the rate of expence
bestowed on the support of the establishment exceeds that of the

Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh.
ol
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While such appears to be the fact, and while at the same
time the Committee feel the deepest conviction, that the or-
dinary Managers have been actuated by a degree of zeal
for the welfare of the Institution, which could not be exceed-
ed by any other individuals in their situation, it has present-
ed itself to the Committee, as an observation of the utmost im-
portance, that the existing arrangements and course of proceed-
ing in the management of this Institution, cannot possibly have
been such as to bring fairly, fully, and promptly, under the
notice of the Managers, the errors and defects which, from time
time, may be generated and suffered to spring up in the practical
details of the Establishment. And looking, as they have anxi-
ously done, to the real evidence of the case, as well as to the
opinions of the Medical Officers of the Hospital, the Committee
feel no hesitation in offering it as their opinion, that there has
not hitherto existed a suflicient facility of offfcial intercourse be-
tween the Medical attendunts of the Hospital, and the Ordinary
Managers ; and though not prepared to propese any complete
and regular plan, the Committee would beg leave to suggest,
that the communication of the observations and sentiments of
the Medical Officers, ought not to be left to depend on casual
intercourse, or to be thrown into indirect and circuitous chan-
nels; but that at the stated meetings of the Managers, and cer-
tainly not less than once in every quarter, the Physicians and Sur-
geons of the House ought, ex officio, to be present, for the purpose of
deliberation on the state of the Hospital; and that the Clerks,
and inferior medieul attendants, should be required to record
whatever may, from time to time, occur to them as calling for
attention or correction, in order that the information thus af-
forded may be brought under the notice of the Managers, with

the utmost facility and certainty.

The Committee do not venture to predict, that the arrange-

ments now suggested will of themselves be fully sufficient to pre-
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vent the recurrence of those grounds of complaint to which they
have adverted; and they are of opinion, that in the system of
mutual controul among the inferior officers and servants of the
establishment, some new and additional provisions will be requir-
ed.

In speaking of the existing arrangements under which the
Royal Infirmary has been governed, the Committee must be per-
~ mitted to observe, that in the annual election of Managers, (when
according to the Bye-laws of the Corporation, not less than
four, and not more than six of their number should be changed,)
the uniform practice has been to throw the whole of the
change into the class of Extraordinary Managers; a description
of civil officers who, by other arrangements, and in actual prac-
tice, have been reduced nearly to absolute insignificance. While
the Committee, the Contributors, and the Publie, cannot fail to
be aware, and to scknowledge, that the present Ordinary Muna-
gers cannot possibly be replaced by others, who, as individuals, are
more amply entitled to their utmost confidence and gratitude for
their generous and disinterested services ; the Committee are of
opinion, that in the perpetual re-election of the same individuals,
a ge at practical error has been committed ; and that in the pre-
sent, as in every analogous case, the natural, though perhaps un-
foteseen consequence of the system has been, to intercept and an-
nihilate a great deal of individual activity and zeal which might
have been brought to bear on the prosperity of the Institution ;
and to prevent or destroy, at numberless points, that immediate
contact with the public, without which no institution, dependent

on public favour and support, can hope to maintain its ground.

‘I'o this conclusion the Committee have been drawn in part,
by attending to the present state of the Ordinary Funds of the
Royal Infirmary; which, notwithstanding the prudence and
economy employed in the management, have been found

scarcely adequate to the increasing expenditure of the esta-
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blishment. On comparing the actual income and actual ex-
penditure, it manifestly appears to have been the anxious and
benevolent purpose of the Managers, to extend the benefits
of the [Institution to .the greatest number of individuals
whom the House was capable of receiving; and during the
last year of epidemical sickness, the demands upon the Charity
have of course been more numerous and urgent than perhaps at the
any former period. On this account it is not without anxiety that
the Committee look forward to the possible adoption of t]ué.-
measures which they have ventured to suggest, aﬁd_ which of j
course could not be carried into execution without entailing on
the House some increase of expenditure in proportion to the
number of its patients. Perhaps, however, they might be war-
ranted in supposing, that the actual adoption of those im-
provements, by attracting the increased mﬂ_ﬁ;lanpe and favour of
the public, might in the End,-n--prn]:labljr within a very short periud;
enable the Managers to extend the benefits of the charity to &
number as great, if not greater, than the most pnmmnmuus em-
ployment of their present income could enable them to accmnplmﬁ

But be that as it may, the Committee cnnnct cﬂnclude their Re—
port without urging on the immediate attention of the (.-::-ntnbu_
tors the propriety of appealing to the public to come forward in

aid of an institution so important to the health of 't]-;e lower or-

ders, and constituting so essential a part of that schcﬂt ni' medmme

fn; which this city has been so long and so Justly uelebrated

All which is humbly reported.




WE the undersigned Members of the Committee of Inquiry,
while we concur in many of the statements contained in the
foregoing Report, feel ourselves called upon to record our sen-
timents on the following points:

1st, That when the Report mentions that there have existed
some errors and defects in the ordinary domestic economy of the
House, it says nothing of the rules under which that domestic
economy is conducted, so as to enable the Contributors to judge
of their fitness for the object in view, and of the deviations from

them which n.rg.al]égeﬂ to have taken place in practice.

On this head, it appears to us necessary to bring to the recol-
lection of the General Court, that this Institution was one of the
earliest of the kind in the kingdom, erected under many disadvan-

‘tages; and indeed the difficulties were so great, that nothing but
the unbounded patriotism of the chief Magistrate of the City
and of a few noble and wealthy individuals, could possibly have
overcome them. The period at which the House was erected,
did not afford the opportunity of benefiting by experience. The
mode of construction, and the proper manner of finishing such
buildings was not then so well understood as now, but every thing
essential to the recovery of the sick was duly provided. Besides, the
scantiness of funds necessarily prevented that scale of accommoda-

tionwhich might otherwise have been adopted, but which,if attempt-

£
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ed, must at once have precluded’ the extensive benefit which has
been derived from thie Institution; and the same cause has pre-

vented the adoption of many improvements at subsequent periods.

The ordinary Managers are twelve in number: Of these the
President of the College of Physicians, the Professor of Ana-
II tomy, ene Professor of Medicine, and two- Members of the Col-
lege of Surgeons form a part. By the terms of the Charter, the
ufdinar}r Managers are dirceted to meet on four stated days an-
Inually s but it has been the practice for the Managers to meet
regularly once a month ; and in the course of last year, in con-
sequence of the influx of fever Patients, it was resolved. that these
Meetings should be held once a week. Besides this the Managers.
individually and in succession, visit the Hospital at varions inter-

mediate periods.

The Treasurer (whose salary seems not sufficient to pay the
clerks employed by him in the Hospital's affairs) is in use;
cither personally, or by means of his partner, to attend the Hos-
pital almost daily,—and thus gratuitously te give his attention to.
the domestic economy of the establishment.

~ The Chaplain of the Hospital, instead of c;mﬁning his atten-
tion to his proper duties on Sunday, is in the laudable practice
of visiting all the wards twice a-week.

“The Matron is, by the rules of the Hospital, bound to visit the

wards every day.

The Medical Attendants consist of two physicians and
two surgeons ; and at a precise hour, they dnjl: visit the
patients i the Hospital ; a certain number of whom are under
the charge of each of those ﬁra-::tiliane_m. These visits are made
in presence of the house clerks, and, of such of the students of

the University as chuse to attend.
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.+il Besidés these, there are four consulting sﬁrgeﬁﬁs’l“w?ﬁj:u::ﬁﬁ; oe-
- easionally employed, and who' are in use, from s " time, to
-ivisit the wards ; and there are four clerks or house surgeons who
constantly reside in the House ; to each of whom the inspection
of a certain number of wards is specially allotted. 1Tt is the duty

‘of these Clerks to visit the patients in the wards frequently
\every day, and specially to attend to every thing relative to their

. comfort or their cure, whether it may regard medicine, diet, or

cleanliness: And by regulation No. 15, it is enjoined, * Thatg.. appe,-
dix, p. 130,

% upon observing any impropriety in the House, they are im-
% mediately to communicate the same to the Treasurer, in order
i % that he may either acquaint the Managers, or take such steps

% as he may think proper for correcting the same.”

In addition to these, there are certain Physicians and Surgeons
connected with the clinical Wards, and Clerks are also attached
-to these.

- From this Summary it appears to us, that both the civil and
medical administration of this Hospital, is as complete as can
well be devised ; and we perfectly agree in opinion with the heads
of the Medical department, that if the Rules of the Institution
are conscientiously observed .bjf the different persons to whom

they apply, the great objects of it must be attained.

2dly, That while the Report bears, that the complaints against
the Hospital, * which had gone abroad, have been in some in-
“ stances exaggerated much beyond what the facts now in evi-
“ dence appear to justify, while in some other instances they are
“ unsupported or disproved,” it does not aiiply these observations
to any of the statements, deliberately made at the last General
Meeting, or to the charges afterwards given in to the Committee
m writing ; neither does it draw the attenticn of the Contributors
to those charges, so as to enable them to see how little they have
been supported by the proof.
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Those charges, it will be in the recollection of the General
Court, were of the most sertous nature, and justly exciting the at-
tention of every humane person, and every well-wisher of the In-
stitution. In the statements regarding these, as appearing
in the Appendix, * the existence of several gross and extra*
“ ordinary abuses” is asserted.  The food for Patients is said
to be occasionally bad in quality, and in general altogether in-
sufficient in quantity ; insomuch that, in one case, the quantity
was totally “ inadequate to support nature ;” and that if the Pa-
tient had not had supplies from other quarters  he would have
“ died for want.” The statement, that the mode of distributiué
beef-steaks was by throwing them on the beds of the Patients
when raw, was also of a nature that could not fail to excite
feelings of great dissatisfaction, perhaps even of disgust, against
the management of the Hospital. |

The Beds were said to be “ filthy and insufficient in many in«
“ stances,” and the Sheets * too disgusting to admit of an at-
“ tempt todescribe them ;” and that these were often not changed
for “ seven or eight weeks :” That there are “ no traces of the
* Blankets being cleaned or scoured:” That not only the bodies
of the Patients, but some of the beds, are * from neglect
“ swarming with lice;” and that Patients * have canght the itch
“ in the Hospital” In short, that * the Medical duties were
* the only ones well performed.”

It appears to us that these, which were the most promment
charges, are all of them exaggerated ;—that most of them are
unsupported by proof ;—while there are others, and those not the

least important which are clearly disproved.

3dly, It appears to us, that the Report is calculated to convey the
idea, that, previous to the complaints by the junior Medical officers
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in July last, no steps whatever had been taken by the Managers,
calculated in any respect to improve this institution : Now we are
of opinion, that the management has been all along in a gradual
course _uf improvement, though the limited nature of the income,
which on an average of years has been exceeded by the expenditure,
prevented the adoption of expensive alterations. It isin evidence,
that at various times improvements took place relative to the
bed-steads and bedding ; that water closets were introduced ; and
an improved washing house was fully resolved upon early in the
]I"l.:lr 1817. In the preceding year a revisal of the rules of 1804
took place, and a complete set of Rules and Regulations for every
department in the domestic economy of the house were prepared
and promulgated by the Managers; and had the junior Medical
officers duly observed these rules, by communicating the first
instances of occasional neglect or inattention as they occurred,
we are convinced that such remedies would have been appled,
as would in a great measure have prevented the recurrence of

any such incidents.

4thly, It appears to us, that the statement in the Report is also
cﬂlﬂulﬂ.tﬂd to convey the idea that the ordinary diet of the Hos-
pital is insufficient, and affords an apology for introducing inte
the wards additional food, contrary to the rules of the house, It
appears to us, that there is no ground for this idea. The ordi-
nary diet is declared to be suitable by the four Physicians at-
tendiog in the house ; and they, as well as the Surgeons, have
the unlimited power, which they are in the constant habit of ex-
ercising, of ordering either additions in quantity, or a_ variety in
the kind of food, &c. as may suit the case of each individual pa-
tient. The alterations as to diet, now in contemplation, appear
to relate, not to the quantity, but to the introduction of greater

variety in the stated Hospital allowances.

"
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S5thly, Whie we do not object to the suggestion in the Report
for obviating the want of a facility of communication betwixt
the Medical department and the Managers, which seems to be
felt by a part of the Medieal officers, we cannot avoid expressing
our hope, that a more beneficial co-operation may take place, than
an official meeting held quarterly seems calculated to produce; on
this head we think, that the Report onght to have noticed the rese-
lution of the Managers in September last, as to * the appointment
“ of a respectable and intelligent Medical man to reside in the
¢ House, take charge of the Apothecary’s department, and have a
“ general superintendance of the House.” This appointment ap-
pears to us to be precisely such as the medical gentlemen suggest,
for the improvement of the communication betwixt them and the
Managers ; and seems well calenlated to prevent the oecurrence of
these occasional instances of inattention, which have given cause

to complaint against the internal economy of this Establishment,

6¢hly, It appears to us, that the Report does not point out with
sufficient precision the state of the Hospital at the period when-
this enquiry was moved for. From the statements which were
then given, it must have been inferred, that the grounds of com-
plaint brought forward were at that moment existing. It is now
however proved. net only that the whole of these matters had
been taken under the deliberate consideration of the Managers
many months before, and that the most expedient measures had
then been resolved upon ; but that the improvements required were
in progress, and even in most instances carried into effect, long

previous to this enquiry being moved for.

Lastly, However much we should have been disposed at the
outset, to have recommended a different mode of proceeding, we

earnestly join in the hope, that the result of this enquiry may



XXL.
tend to attract the increased confidence and favour of the publie

towards this Institution, to which, upon a full review of the evi.

dence, we conceive it in every way most justly entitled,

DAVID ROBERTSON WILLIAMSON.
Wu. RAE.

GEO. H. BAIRD.

WILLIAM ARBUTHNOT.

ALEX. DUNCAN.

ROBt. DUNDAS.

JAMES DUNDAS,
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IPRESENT,
Logn Barcray, Sin WiLriam Frrres,
S Winniam Hag, Prixcivar Bamp,

Messrs, Wicnway, Muvrray, Horxer, Crate, MartLanp, Muxgo,
Duxcax, Arsvruxot, and Duxpas,
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Banox CLurx, Sauver Axprsox, Esq. of Mordun,
S1g Winetax Fonngs,

- i e

SIR WILLIAM It/ ﬂu, e rue Crarn.

Rean the following Remit from the General Court of Contributors, to this Com-
miitee of the 5th inst.

MOTION.

¢ Jgt, That a Commillee be appeinted, before whom shall be laid all accounts,
boolks, and records relating to the management of the Infirmary in the preceding
vear; with instructions to ﬂlqnlrl, inta the state of the ll:wp:l.n'l. i oany mallers that
wve been mnlplmlml of 1 the domestic e ment of tlee lm::w. and Lo report
their opinion in writing to an adjourned General Court of Contributors, o be held
on the first Monday of February next.”

There was laid before the Commiltee a coppy of Mr Wigham's speech to the
General Court of Contributors, and o Note by AMre Jeffrey, of what be recollecled
to have stated at that meeting, relative to the matters connected with the manage-
ment complained off | Vide Appendix No. 1 and 2.]

Read the whole ||ru¢em’.iligs of the Mansgers velative te the Complaints by the
Clerks, in July 1817,

Sin Wieetan Fonnns Barl of ]"it-irlgrr, examined, declares, That he has been a
manager of the Royal Infirmary for about 10 years, and has paid a regular at-
tendanee upon the establishment.  And being inlerrogated as o what passed bes
tween him and Mr Sims and Mr Cruikshanks, in the month of July last, in re-
gard Lo the itn:ral lllﬁnunr}'? Declares, That in the Im-gilming of that month,
and two days before the letter by the Clerks had been given in to the Managers, Mr
Bims called upon the declarant, and mentioned, thet several things were wrong,
Both as o the bl::]ding and the food : That the declarant ::xprvﬁaﬂl liis satisfaciion

at receiving any communicztion relative o the management of the Tlospital, and

-]
his willingness (o make the fullest investizalion into the maller ; amd desived to
be Turmished with a list of some of the ]I't‘.'ll'ni*s whose beds Mr Sims coaceived
to be in the worst state: That the declarant went to the Infirmary accordingly
ahoiit an loor and o hall® after, and peccived the Bist from Mr Sims: Uhat the
declarant, ||'|un;; with the Tressurer and his prarkner Me Francis Wilson, then
wenl throngh the wards, and examined cach of the beds contained in the foresaid
list : "T'hat aboul siz of the beds were n-rluiul_'r' defiecctive : one of Uem wnnl,ing
shiecls, and others luring dirty 3 bot the remainder did not appear (o ihie declarant

to Le particulary objectionalde, and they weee chielly in the surgical wards,  The
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Hospital at that time contained above 200 beds : That the declarant in consequence,
ordered clean sheets o be put on several of the beds ; nnd, as he ﬂlinh, to about
the number of six: That he found great fault with the nurses on account of the
state of these beds ; and particularly enquired at them, if they had ever
applied to the Matron for sheets, and been refused: That they all de-
clared that they never had been so refused. Declares, That the declarant
kvnew al this time that a misuvnderstanding subsisted betwixt the Matren
and some other members of the family ; and the declarant’s impression was, that
the irregularity thus observable was not unintentionsl on the part of the nurses,
with a view to attach blame to the Matron ; and this impression was founded on
the fact, that on examining the closets of' some of the nurses under whose eharge
the defective beds were found to be, he saw a supply of clean sheets. Deelares,
That the general understanding in the Hospital was, that every patient should
have clean sheets when admitied ; and that the sheets should afterwards be chang-
ed at least every three weeks, and oftener, if necessary :  That the deficiency in
the foresaid six beds was applicable, in some cases, to the bedding. Declares,
That when the declarant so came to the Infirmary, the dioner hour was past s
but he found, that in one ward, portions of beef for 13 persons, had been kept,
by direction of one of the Clerks, for the declarant’s inspection, as evidence of the
diet being faulty :  That the declarant examined these portions, and has no hesi-
tation in saying, that it appeared to the declarant that they were in ne way faulty
as Lo quality, and with the uswal allowance of broth and bread, of a rea-
sonable quantity for an ordinary person: That there were 14 palients in
the ssid ward, and the allowances for 13 were only shewn to him; the 14th
ligving been removed by one of the Clerks, as he was told, to shew to some
person:  That this portion was said to be very faulty ; but the deelarant did
not see it. Declares, That betwixt the date of the representstion of the
Clerks, and the report of Managers by the Committee in' Scptember  fol-
lowing, the Committee had a number of meelings; and gave directions
from time to lime, as to any alterations or improvements that might be ne-
cessary, but that no minutes were hept of the proceedings of the Committee :
That most of the matiers adverted to in the Clerks' letter, were of 4 nature to he
_]u[!gcd of h:,r ocnlar iI'IFIIPc"!i[:II at the time ; but ﬂlut, a5 it had been stated h}r them
that, from information received from the Nurses, beds in fever eases had been ear-
ried to other Wards without Leing aired, Mr Glover, the senior Clerk, was de-
sired to produce evidence to that eflect : That he accordingly examined several of
the Nurses ; but failed to prove the statement, either to the satisfaction of the Ma-
nagers, or of Mr Glover, as he himself admitted at the time : That the Committes
had a communication with Drs Hamilton and Spens, as stated in their report - That
o this eccasion the declarant enguired at Dr Hamilton, if he had ever known an
instance of infection being communicated by the removal of o bed from a lever
ward to another ward? which he answered in the negative : That there was no
sther communication with the medical persons connected with the house on this
NECASiniL
Sir William Forl:es wishes to be permilted to make an addition to the above,
simply to state, That the aiterations and improvements alluded to as having been
ordered by the Commiltee of Managers, between the remit to them on the Clerks”
letter and their Report, had all been in contemplation previouwsly ; and that what
has Leen done since, has been either the were following up of these intended
imprevements, or the kecessary consequence of them. 'The washing and drying
Louse in particulzr, were delayed from a wish to save money, by fitting up a
! part of the old licuse, rather than erect o new building ; but which has singe been
iound to be unadvisable, and has been sbandoned accordingly.
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Compeared Dr James Haumiizow, Physician in Edinburgh, who being
examined, declares, That he is physician in Edinburgh o the Royal Infirmary ;
and has acted in that capacity for 42 years past : That Dr Spens has for a good
many years past been the other physician ; That it is the practice for the ordi-
nary physicians to meet daily at the Infirmary at 12 o'clock, when the one gnm?
through the one half’ of the medical wanls, and the other through the other half,
attended by such of the Students as chuse to be present : That tl;lr: cases of every
patient are then examined into, and prescribed for in presence of those persons ;
and the preseriptions are at the moment inserted by the physician’s clerk : That
on an average, the declarant is ua:cu[liﬂﬂ for an hour daily in these duties : That
the declarant has oceasionally attended patients at other hours ; but this does not
frequently oceur, as the declarant’s clerk is in general able to give what directions
are necessary during the intervals of the declarant’s absence :  That Mr Welsh is
the declarant’s present clerk, and has been with him sbout four months ; and pre-
vious o his appeintment Mr Lee acted in_that capacity for about 12 months : That
such clerk is appointed by the managers : That the declarant is oeceasionally con-
sulted on the appointment of such elerk.

Interrogated, If the declarant has had occasion to observe any want of cleanli-
ness in the sheets or beddings of the patients?  Declares, That there has been o
good deal of this occasionally, more or less.

Interrogated, As to what period the declarant means, that this last statement:
should apply # Declares, That the situation of the house in the foresaid respect
i4 liable to fluctuate : That in the course of last summer it was unusually faulty
in the said respect ; but it aflerwards improved, and at present the declarant thinks
it is good : That much depends upon the Matron, as to the internal economy of
the house, which comprehends the state of the bedding.  Declares, That the de-
clarant is of opinion, that the cavses which have led to the present improvement
of the bedding are likely to be permanent ; and this for two reasons, 1st, That a
regnlar upholsterer has been employed to furnish the bedding ;. 2dly, That the
managers have caused fit up a proper washing and drying house annexed to the
Infirmaty, 8o asto serve a vregular supply of clean linen. Declares, That he thinks
that the employing a regular upholsterer was sugaested to the managers in writing
by the declarant and Dr Spens, some years before it was adopted : That the date
of this written application was somewhere in the year 1611 : That the declarant
does viet think that this application was afterwards renewed by the declarant or
Dr Epens.

Interrogated, Whether, previous to the month of July last, the declarant recal-
lects of any instance of a patient lving witheut sheets?  Declares, Negative.

Interrogated, Whether due attention was paid to the change of the bedding
when injured by the urine of the paticnt 7 Deelares, That in such eases the bed-
ding was always changed : That the fauit of the bedding arose from its antiquity,
as heing long used. Declares, That it appeared to the declarant, that the blankets
in use were sufficiently clean.

Interrogated, As to the state of the sheeting from the beginning of last year till
within the last three months ? Declares, That it appeared to the declarant, that
it was not so clean as it ought to have been, and occasionally was old and torn :
That there are seven wards in the declarant’s department; and he goes through
them in the same order daily,  Declares, That he is not aware of any particular
regulation respecting the change of the sheeting of patients ; it being the duty of
the Matron and the nurses to attend to this particular : That when the declarant
has observed any thing wrong n;'-gr.rding il, he has taken notice of it o the nurses,
anil il not remedicd, he mentioned the same to the Matron. Declares, That the
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the declarant’s diréctions on these points were generally attended to; but not -
always.

Interrogated, Whether the declarant recollects of his having mentioned to the
Matrom;, that the bedding or sheeting was faulty, and that the same was not there-
upon remedied. Declares, That he does not recollect of such instance, but it
may have happened : That it is the general impression on the declarant’s mind,
that within this last twelvemonth he did make such representations to the Matron,
without being attended to; but whether this might have proceeded from the want
of linen, or from what other cause, the declarant does not know.

Interrogated, Whether in any case the declarant complained to the treasurer op
to the managers, that his directions, relative to the bedding to the Matron had not.
been attended to - Declares, That he does not recollect having done so : That the
declarant has made observations te the treasurer and some of the managers indi-
"ri.d'llai]:r, relative to the delective state of the belhﬁng in Eeneml : but he does nat
recollect having stated to them hiz orders te the Matron respecting the bedding
heen disregarded.

Interrogated, As to the state of cleanliness of the patients’ persons ?  Declares,
That the women are clean enough, but among the men there are frequently in-
stances of their not being so clean as they ought to be: That in some cases the
foetor from such patients is unpleasant ; but this applies only to bed-ridden patients :
That it consists with the declarant’s knowledge, that there are persons to whose
bodies a foetor attaches, however clean they are kept.

Interrogated, From what cause such feetor in this hostpital, appeared to the de-
clarant to proceed # Declares, That the perspiration being confined, acquires acri-
mony ; and somelimes proceeds from want of cleanliness :  That free ventilation
is the best remedy for such serimony ; and the declarant would, for his own com-
fort and safety, prefer going through the fever-wards of the Infirmary, to the going
into the apartments of many private houses in this town.

Interrogated, If there is any provision for having the body-linen of the patients
changed or supplied ? Declares, That in general there is not; but in particular
cases the Physicians order it.

Interrogated, Whether the Hospital, 20 or 30 years ago, was in a better or worse
state, in regard to cleanliness of bedding and general comfort, than it has been
during the course of the two last years? Declares, That at the period first men-
tioned the Matron, Mrs Rennie, was a person of extraordinary merit; and the
declarant ithinks, that the management in the foresaid .'E.Esfler:ts Was preﬁ:ru.b]e at.
zaid Fq}riuc] to what it has been t]urillg that last mentioned perinﬂ.

Interrogated, Whether any thing has been done, caleulated to render the Hos-
pital more improved than it was 30 years ago? Declares, That he cannot condes-
cend upon times and dates; but gradual improvements have been going on from
time o time for a pumber of years: That among these improvements were the.
divisions of patients into particular wards, according to sex and the nature of the
disease, introduction of water-closets, and latterly the erection of the proper
menns for '|.1.'|:|:uhing anid t]r_ﬁng linen ; and there may e others which the decla-
rant does not st present recollect.

Interrogated, As Lo the state of the nurses ? Declares, That the qualifications
of nurses are particular requiring strength, attention, and temperance; and it is.
difficult to find persens of that deseription: That some of them are good and
some bad : That on the whole the declarant is of opinion, that the nurses em-
ployed are as good as can be obtained ; and the medical persons being constantly
over I'.hém,.llu:_f are kept in pretty good order.
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Interrogated, Whether he knows of any case of a nurse being kept alter phy-
sicions had ordered her to be dismissed * Declares, That in one instanee, about
three months ago, the nurse of the women's country ward was desired by the de-
elarant to be dismissed, on account of her unfitness for the situation, from dull-
ness or stupidity ; and this was not done: That on observing this, the declarant
agnin spoke to the Matron upon the subject, and the declarant believes the nurse
was then dismissed: That the declarant does nol think this nurse is still in the
house; but that he understood from onc of the ordinary surgeons, that when
first removed from the medical ward, this nurse was put inlo one of the surgeons’
wards.

Interrogated as to the state of the diet ? Declares, That ke considers it suita-
ble to the Hospital : That he founds this opinion chiefly on the diet fixed by the
tables, as he is not in the Hospilal at the hour of diet being served out.  Declares,
That the declerant visits the lock-up ward occasionally ; but this ward is under
the more imwmediste superintendance of the clerk : That the patients might be
kept more clean, and their bedding better ; but the nurse is attentive, and cures
are performed as quickly here as elsewhere: That there is no medical reason
wJ'::.r such pal,ieuls should not he kepl clean, or !.'rh_'r th-E'_'r may not have their
: liands and faces regular]y washed - That the  declarant has no resson to think
that their faces had not been washed.

Enterrogated, declares, That when patients are brought to the Hospital, they
are frequently in a very dirly state: That they are cleaned in the ward in the
best way they can; bul there are no baths for the use of the patients : That the
one which is attached to the house is in very bad onder: That the declarant has
known instances of persons coming into the house being infested with vermin,

Interrogated, Whether it consists with the declarant’s knowledge or recollee-
tion, that any instance occurred of a patient becoming infested with vermin when
in the Hospital # Declares, That he does not ; but such a thing may happen from
contact: ‘That when patients come into the honse so infested, means are usad, by
a||.fwiug the head, or lliil:g MEreury, for the removal of such vermin.

Interrogated, Whether the declarant believes that vermin have been commu-
nicated in this way #? Declares, That he believes they have; and it seems im-
possible to answer for the transit of a louse. Declares, That o proper bath
would he a convenience in the Hospital : That there is a portable buth which is
aceasionally nsed,

I!‘:h‘.‘rmgu!_&':!, Whether the declarant has perused and is acquainted with the
statutes of the Hospital, and the printed rules and regulations relating thereto ?
Dieelaves, That he lias read them apain and again.

Interrogated, Whether he considers said rules as sufficient for the attainment
of the ends in view ? Declares, That he dees.

Interragated, Whether if these rules and regulations, as therein contained, were
properly and conscientiously observed by the different persons of the establish-
ment to whom they are respectively divected, would the objects of the Institution
lie attained, and the comfort of the patients seeured # Declares, That he thinks so,

Lnterrogated, declares, That when a patient is admiited, his name is inserted
in a schedule filled up by the clerk, under the authority of the physician or sor-
geon by whom his reception is authorised : That this schedule is addressed to the
Matron, to whom it is delivered : That, except in cases of accidents, patients are
only admitted at 12 o'clock, so that one schedule contains the whole pames of
patients ndmitted : "Chat it in like manner contains a list of patients dismissed.

Interrogated, YWhether said sehedule aflonds the grounds by which the Matron

5]
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is to be guided as to the diet, bedding, and other necessary aeccommoidations of
the patient ? Declares affirmative.

Interrogated, Whether it consists with the declarant’s knc-w!zdgc, that the clerks,
whether from hurry of business or other causes, do somelimes forget to mark
down in the above schedule the names of patients cither admitted or dismissed ?
Declares, That so far as the declarant is concerned, this has not happened.

Interrogated, Whether the state of the house at the present day is cqual to
what it was 30 years ago under Mrs Rennie? Declares, That on the whole it is
equal, and in some respects better at the present day than at the former period,
considering the great number of patients now admitied: That one peculiar ex-
cellence of Mrs Rennie consisted in her menagement of the nurses, who were
consequently better then than they are now.

".

Tith Janwary 1815

Compeared Dr Troxas Srexs, Physician in Edinburgh, whe being examined,
declares, That he is one of the Physicians in ordinary of the Royal Infirmary,
and has acted in that capacity for 15 years. And declares and concurs with 1r
Hamilton, as to the general attendance and duties of the Physiciars in the Fos-
pital: That the Clerks are named by the Managers: That the declarant, on
several occasions, recommended particular individoals to the Managers ; and in
all cases in which the declarant interested himself, the individual he recommended
wiis gppui,mnd; but whether from his recommendation or the individual’s meriis
he does not know : That there is no official communication held with the Physi-
cians on the appointment of any Clerk. Declares, That Mr Cameren is the de-
clarant’s present Clerk ; and has acted in that capacity for about five or six
montls: That previous to My Cameron’s coming to the Hospital, Mr Sims acted
as interim-Clerk for some weeks: That Mr Sims was a person very well qualified
for the duties of Clerk, and was obligent and attentive to his duties, and possess-
ed of ample recommendations.  Declares, That there bas been three or four
Matrons in the House during the declarant’s attendance ; and the present Matron
has been in it for four or five years.

Interrogated as to the general state of the HMouse in respect of cleanliness,
declares, That in going through the wards, the declarant’s duties oceupy him so
entirely, that he may be saild to attend to nothing else: That ahout seven or
eight years ago, the attention of the declarant was attracted to the bedding in
gengmlasdgl’e::tive: That Dr Hamilton and the declarant had various confer-
ences with the Managers, who requested that they would put their ideas upon
the subject in writing : That such a statement being accordingly prepared, the
same was given in by them to the Managers at a meeting held for the purpose -
That the declarant is possessed of arough drafl of this memorial : That in conse-
quence of this memorial, Committees of the Managers were appointed for each
of the subjects therein discussed respeetively : That soon after this, a -r.'ﬂmrdwuhle
quantity of new bedding was got.

Interrogated by Mr Wigham, What was the declarant’s impression as to (he
manner in which this representation was reevived by the Managers? declares,
That they entered upon it with the utmost zeal, particularly as to the bedding.
Declares, That Dr Hamiltun and the declarant had meetings with the Cammit-
tees upon these subjects. Declares, That at those meelings the Managers ap-
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peared to be extremely anxious to remedy ihtﬂ'!ﬂﬂ‘lpﬂ';“tﬂ‘.ﬂ out, F"‘iml_'r_lf asto
the bediding : That on other subjests there was room for a difference of opinion, on
the point of expediency ; but as to the bedding there was wot. Declares, That
nothing particular occurred for some years after this: That in winter H!!S, or
1814, the declarant having observed a deficiency of sheets, made same enquiry on
the subject; when he was told that there was a plentiful supply, but that the
weather did not admit of the linen being got driedr; and that there was no ade-
yuate means of drying linen within the house = Fhat the declarant mentioned this
defect to some of the Managers imdividually ; and the declarant has xeason to
believe, that orders were given, im consequence of this, to provide a supply of
linen to any extent that was necessary : That the reason for this belief is, that
on an ocession some months after this, when a defect as Lo the linen was com-
plained of, the declarant was present when one of the Managers blamed the pre-
sent Matron highly, for not having provided a sofficient quantity of linen after
orders had been g{ven to that eflect several months before : That within a month
or two after this, a very considerable supply of linen was procured: That in the
year 1815, a plan was adopted for supplying cach ward separately with bedding -
That so far a: the declarant has ohserved, nothing particular has attracted the
declarant’s attention as to the bedding, exeepting, that during the last year con-
siderable quantities of all sorts of bedding have been brought into the House :
That there is no deficiency of bedding at present, so far as the declarant has
ohserved.

Interrogated, If he recollects in the course of last summer, of being called upon
by his Clerk Mr Sims, to attend to the filthy state of some particular beds ? de-
clares, That the declarant recollects of Sims coming to him one morning, and
making complaints about the bedding.

Interrogated, What steps the declarant took in consequence ? declares, That
the declarant took no steps, understanding that Mr Sims was that day, or the
day after, to muke a representation to the Managers.

Interrogated, Whether he is of opinion that the bedding could be in the
state represented by Mr Sims, without the declarant’s observing it in going his
rounds? declares, That from the nature of his visit 1o the patients, the hedding
might be defective without his naticing it.

Interrogated, Whetlier, at any previens visits, Mr Sims had directed the atten-
tion of the declarant to the state of any of the beds in particular? Declares,
That it is the declarant’s impression, that on one or two occasions, Mr Sims may
have pointed out the sheets as being dirty, but the declarants recollection on the
subject is very indistinci,

Interrogated, Whether the patients ever complained to the declarant of their
sheets not being clean? Declares, That seme complaints of this nature have been
made to the declarant ; but they were not numerous, and they occurred several
yearsago. That on such occasions, the declarant communicated with the Mana-
gers or Treasurer on the subject ; and in consequence as he supposes of those re-
presentations, a general order was given, that the sheets of every patient should be
changed in the course of every fortnight, or three weeks, or oftener it necessary ;
and this order was given in the vear 1813 or 1514 Declares, That some of these
eomplaints by the patients were subsequent to the date of this general order.
That so far as the declarant recollects, no compiaint of that nature was made to.
the declarant during the period that Mr Sims acted as his clerk.

Duclares, That the declarant is acquainted with the diet of the Hospital
a6 fixed by the tables, both asto the nature of the articles and the quantity.—
That the Lieakfast and supper is the sane, viz. one mutchkin of oatmeal
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porridge, being a measure a fraction larger than the English pint, three gills of
milk or beer, or, il preferved by the patient, five and a quarter oz. of bread instead
of the porridge. That the dianer is a chopin of broth, or soup, with five and a
quarter 0z, of bread ; and when on full diet, half’ a pound of beel three times a-
week boiled, the meat being weighed when raw, is added.  That beef tea and
beef steaks are so frequently ordered, that they may be considered as part of the
regular diet. That the beef steaks are a_substitute for the beiled beef, the beef
tea is given over and above the fixed allowance. That the weight of the meat he
believes is Duteh.  That the ouly difference betwist full and low dict consists in
the foresnid quantity of beef, none being allowed in low diet.

Interrogated as to the declarant’s opinion as to the natwreand quantity of the
full diet? Declares, That it is the declarant’s opinion, that it is a suitable diet
for o general Hospital. That there are reasons why such diet should he |11n-dm'ntn:~,.

sy That T.In‘:r pul,ientg, from their state of healith, have their nppel,ii.zs iﬂlilﬂii'ElL
2dly, They are without exercise. 3dly, If too much was served out, it would
lead to waste: That no diet-table could suit all cases ; and the safe rule is to keep
the same moderate, giving power to the Medical Officers Lo extend it in all cases
where it may seemn to be necessary : That an unlimited power in his respect is
given to the Medical Department in this Hospital ; and in some cascs, they vary
the nature of the allowanee, as well as the quantity. Declares, Uhat _1.;||E_: declar-
ant has examined the diet-tables of Si Gnursl‘:"s Hﬂsp‘:liﬂ, I_.I.II!L]U.I.!‘, “'I:li.clii_l'lﬂh
been recently published ; and also the diet-table fixed by the {'u:llmnmler-in,-_l:lliu-fl
for Military Hospitals; as also the diet-tables of various other County Hu-spi!.a]:i
in England, and it appears to the declarant, that in comparison, the dict of this
Hospital is fully equal to any of them. Declares, That the dcn.lu_rmu_ and Dy
Hamilton have had vavious communications with Mauagers within these six months
upon the subject of dict, and that improvements cre now under consideration.
Declares, That these improverents do not relate to quantity, bul merely to varie-
ty, and are chiefly applicable to acute cases,

Deelares, That he has very seldem access to see the food served to I.LJ:: pa-
tients ; and in particular, in the course ol the last year he bas not had eceasion
to see the pun'id;;E: That the declarsnt does nel know the weight of meal
allowed for each portion of porridge. Declares, That porter and wine are or-
dered by the Medical Department when necessary : That in enses of convales-
cence, porter is allowed over and above the ordinary diet, and in some cases wine :
That the declarant eonsiders wine and porter rather as articles of medicine than
of diet. Declares, That the patients have very rarely complained of insufficiency
of food ; bat convalescents have oftea asked for additional allowances before the
declarant thought that such was fit for them.

Interrogated, Whether any patients, cither when in the house, or afier w’wdq
have expressed to the declarant, their feelings with regaxd to the diet, or atier
particulars in their {rcatment ]}N:IHI‘L"S,. That lmﬁ::l:lls gencrally declare great
sutisfaction with their general treatment in the Hospital; anid patients, aiter
having quitted the Hospital, have frequently expressed themselves to the same,
effeet. 3

Interrogated, Whether any ansicty is expressed by patients to get oul of - the,
Hospital. Declares, That on the contvary, a great difficulty is u.pmwnuml in,
prevailing on the patients to quit the hespital after they are no longer praper sub-
jeets for the Infirmary ; and when again attacked with s:_ugue“, the patients are,
very glad to come back to it.

Interrogated, Whether this reluctance to leave the Hespital proceeded from the
paticnts’ being destitule, pjn:.'i not knowing where to zo, or fmm. their teeling them-




9

selves comfortable where they were? Declares, That it has proceeded from them
both : That a great proportion of the patients are poor, but many are otherwise;
and the declarant has observed the same reluctance on the part of the latter, though
not to the same cxtent.

Interrogated as to the state of the nurses? Declares, That they are frequent-
ly such as the declarant would not wish them to be: That it is a very difficult
matiter to procure nurses : “That the declarant knows, that in 1511 the Managers
advised with Mrs Hume, the Matron, as to this particular; and it was her opinion,
that better could not be had; and that higher wages would not procure them;
That the declarant is not aware, that at any particular time more inconvenience
has been experienced in this respect than at- another, Interrogated, declares,
That when patients come into the Hospital, they are frequently in a very dirty
state, and sometimes infested  with vermin : That eVEry means are a]]plied for
making such persons free from vermin so soon as the same are discovered ; and it
does not consist with the declarant’s knowledge and recollection, that in any case
such vermin were communicaled from one patient to another : That the declarant
has no personal access o see such cleaning, but it is his understanding and belief,
that such takes place : That on very few occasions has the declarant observed vermin
upon the patients in going through the wards ; but the declarant cannot say, that
such may not have existed, as the declarant’s attention was so much occupied with
his proper duties, that he rarely attends to any other particulars in going through
the wards. Declares, That patients, when first admitted, are visited in the wait-
ing-room by one of the physicians, to see if they be proper objects for admission :
That they are not properly examined as Lo their complaints till next day ; and in
the meantime are taken charge of by the clerks and nurses; and a case is made
out by the clerk previous to next day.

Interrogated, Whether in general, at the admission of dirty patients, their con-
dition is materially altered at the visit next day, from what it was on the preced-
ing one ? Declares, That in general such patients are in bed ; and there can be
little difference in their appearanee.

Interrogated, Whether there are baths for the use of the patients?  Declares,
That there iz a bath attached to the house, which has been vsed within this twelve
month, but it is not a good one; and a proper bath is a desideratum: That the
declarunt has ordered the hot bath for patients on various occasions in the eourse
of the last year ; and he believes, though he has no personal access to know, that
the bath now referred to was the one made use of on these occasions : That (here
is one or more portable baths in the house,

Interrogated, Whether the declarant has observed any improvement in the
cleanliness of the Hospital within the last four months >  Declures, That the A
elarant ]‘ms‘alrendy said, that a great quantity of additional bedding has been pr.
cured within the said period ; and the declarant is of opinion, that the Hospital is
at present in as good a state as he ever knew it.  Declares, That there has beeii &
very unusual inerease of patients during the last year, insomuch, that some qd.
ditional wards had to be opened; and the number amounted on an average fiom
50 to 60 above the average number usually in the Hospital :  That, taking into
view this circumstance, it appears to the declarant, that very great exertions have
been necessary 3 and that the Hospital is at present in a belter state than ever it
was, Interrogated, declares, That the declarant is acquainted with the statutes
of the l[ﬂnl_!iwl, and itz rules amd n-;;u!:uimh;a_ That these have been considered
from time to time; and the declarant is of opinion, that they are calculated for
the attainment of the end in view. Ideclares, That he thinks that if these rules

were properly aud conscientiously observed by the different persons conneeted witl
p
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the establishment to whom they are respectively dirceted, the objects of the .
stitution would be oltained, and the comfort of the patients insured.  Deciares,
"That the charge of the lincns rests with the Matron ; and the declarant under-
stunds, that two or three years ago a proportion of linen was set apart for cach
ward, and put under the custody of the nurses respectively. Declares, That a
schedule is every day made out Lefore the declarant leaves the house, shewing
the names and numbers admitted and dismissed ; which schedule is transmitted
to the Matron, and forms her rule for providing the quantity of provisions nes
cessary : That the declarant has sometimes inserted the names of patients ad-
mitted with his own band : That it does not consist with the declarant’s know-
ledge, that in any case the patient’s name has been accidentally omitted to
be inserted in said schedule ; at least in so far as regards the patient’s falling undes
the physician’s charge : That the same schedule likewise contains the patients ad- .

witted by the surgeons, of whom the declarant knows nothing.

13th January 1818,

James Law, Esq. Surgeon in Edinburgh, being examined, declares, That he
has been thirteen years at different times Surgeon to the Royal Infirmary: That
there are six surgeons so employed, of whom there are two operating surgeons :
That the declarant was first appointed in the year 1800, and continued to act for
the space of six years: That during the two first, he acted as consulting surgeon,
and the four last as operating surgeon: That his second appointment took place
in the year 1510 ; and for the four subsequent vears he acted as consulting sur-
geon, and for the three last he acted as operating surgeon: That the operating
surgeons are the acting surgeons, aml attend the house every day at twelve
welock : That the consulling surgeons only attend “in case of the absence of the
operating surgeons, or when their presence is required, or when they chuse to at-
tend: That there is a clerk attached to each of the operating surgeons who re-
sides in the house : That the whole medical l]upur!lm’:llt of the Infirmary, includ-
ing the elerks, are appuinted by the Managers ; and the declarant knows, that by
the charter, certain medical persons do constitute part of the Managers of the
HRoval Infirmary.

Interrogated, Whether the declarant iz consulted in the appointment of his
own clerk 7 Declares, That he is not ; but that, on the conlrary, he believes he
gave offence to some of the managers, by giving a certificate in favour of Dr
Tweedie to be a clerk, who was a candudate : That the a|lpnilltment of this per-
son took place: That Dr Tweedie had occasionally acted as clerk to the deelar-
ant ; but the vacaney was wol in his depariment : That the declarant eannot say
from whom he got his information ; but he understood at the time, that some of
the managers did not wish to be interfered with in making those appointments :
That what the declarant so subscribed was merely o certificate of how Dr Tweedie
had conducted himsell, and not a recommendation,

Interrogated by Baron Clerk, Whether the declarant did not recommend to
Baron Clerk as an individual manager, Tdr M:Dougal, then an apprentice to the
deelarant, to be appointed a elerk?  Declares, That he thinks it very likely that
he did ; and Dr M*Dougal was appointed accordingly : That the declarant has
frequently recommended young men to the managers individuu]ly, to act as dress-
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ers in the Infirmary, both when one of the surgeons, and when not : That those
individual managers never expressed themselves hurt hy such recommendation.

Interrogated as to the state of the Royal Infirmary in point of cleanliness during
the periods before mentioned? Declares, That it appeared to ihe declarant the sheets
of patients were greatly more dirty than they ought to have been, and he wishes Lo
apply this to the period subsequent to his last appointment, as his recollection as
to the preceding is not so distinct: That about three- years ago, the declarant
having urged the necessity of a more frequent change, was informed that there
was a deficiency of sheets, but that the managers were doing what they eould to
et that deficiency removed : That since then, the guantity of sheeting has 'I.H:FII:
maore abundant : That about a year and a hall’ ago, the declarant made a survey
of the beds, chiefly in the men’s surgical Wards along with Mr Wishart ; when it
EPPEN"Ed to the declarant, that one half of the shirls were not in the elean state
they ought to be: and this defect appeared to proceed in part from having been
too long on the beds, and in- part from being ill washed. Ieclares, That some of
the clean sheeting when pui on, appeared to the declarant to be very ill washed,
and instances of this have oceurred within these three months : That on one ocea-
sion abeut three months ago, Mr Glover, one of the clerks, having called the de-
clarant’s attention Lo one pair of sheets which he exhibited to him in the consuli-
ing room, informed the declarant, that one of them had been upon a boy’s bed
who had a sore leg, but by no means a dirty patient: That the boy had com.
plained of the dirtiness of the sheet, and that another had been brought up which
did not appear to be much better, and Mr Glover asked the declarant what was
to he done : That the declarant declined to interfere, and leit the Infirmary, but
soon after returned, and was informed by Mr Glover, that Mr George Wood, one
of the managers, had been there, and had desired -the sheets to be kept until a
mecting of the managers : That he, Mr Glover, got charge of the sheets, but bes
ing afraid that the Matron might get hold of them, he requested that the deels-
rant might take possession of the key of the place in which they were, amd he
accordingly did so, and the sheets were produced at the next meeting of the mana-
gers, he having delivered them to Mr Glover for that purpose.

Interrogated, Whether the sheeis of the patients in the Burgical Ward require
to be changed more frequently than those of other wards? Declares, That gene-
rally spraking thev do, from the nature of the malady.

Interrogated, Whether the sheets were -r:hanged when that was desired to be
done by the Surgeon? Declares, That he rather thinks not always: Dut this
only at the time atorementioned, when there was a deficiency of sheets.

Interrogated, Whether the patients have complained of the dirtiness of their
sheets?  Declares, That the patients have not frequently complained to the de-
clarant ; but the clerks have mentioned to him, that such complaints have been
made to them.

Interrogated by Dr Hope, Whether the discharge from foul sores can be re-
moved from linen, and by what means?® Declares, Thai he does not know ;
and it is not hiz business to know.

Interrogated, Will fresh washed sheets, that have been soiled by the discharge
of foul sores appear clean and Lidy #  Declares, That be cannet say: That this
depends upon the practicability of removing the stains by washing ; but if the
stains are not removed, the sheels eannol appear clean and Gidy,  Declares, That
the sheets of which the declarant l.'llil'“_f Mml‘ll:l.illl'.‘d as 1l washed, n|1|u_-nm|.i atain-
ed with grease That the :IllDInH]‘ he understood made h;r the Matron for such
sheets was, that they had been previously used in cases of extensive burns, where
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much of the mixture applied to burns of oil and lime water bad been used ; and
that it was impossible these stains could be removed by ordinary washing.

Interrogated, Will not sheets retaining the stains produced by the discharge
of foul sores, appear dirty and untidy after very short use, though they really are
not s0? Declares affirmative, as such sheets will have the appearance of being
dirty when first put on: That it appears to the declarant, that sheets loaded with
grease, must feel cold and comfortless: That caustics, which are lrequently used
in surgery, do make stains which no washing can remove. Declares, That the
defect in the sheets, which the declarant remarked as ill washed, seemed to pro-
ceed chiefly from grease, or other oily matters, having been insufficiently washed
out. Declares, That such sheets as were not stained or greasy, appeared to the
declarant to have undergone sufficient washing : That the declarant, in the years
1781-82, attended 3t George's Hospital for nearly a year as a pupil; and during
five or six weeks of that period, officiated as House Surgeon to the Westminster
Infirmary ; and the declarant does not think he observed such foul Jooking sheets
in these Hospitals as in the Infirmary : That he does not remember, whether in
these Iospitals the sheets were made of bleached or unbleached linen : That the
declarant had particular access as dresser at 8t George's, to see the state of these
sheets. Declares, That about the period before mentioned, the bedding was alio
defective: That the declarant knows, that a considerable quantity of additional
bedding was afterwards got : That in summer was a year, a considerable change
in the bedding took place; and about two months ago, the declarant saw a large
guantity of new bedding lying in an empty ward, and the beds are at present all
in & very respectable state, in so fur as the declarant can judge.

Interrogated, Whether patients whene admitted into the Hospital in o dirty
state, and infested with vermin, are cleansed  Declares, That there is no general
measure as to cleansing when a patient is admitted, in so far as the declarznt
knows ; and he rather believes that there is none: That the declarant would not
consider auch a general measure as a safe one, as there are cases where such
cleansing might be unadviseable : That in some cases patients ave ordered to the
bath on account of their filth, previous to examination of their case by the
surgeons.

Interrogated, Whether there are proper accommodations in point of baths in
the Infirmary ? Declares, That he never saw the baths: That he knows that
there are baths for the public; and he has heard that there are some sort of baths
in the cast wing, consisting of casks or tubs: That there are moveable baths
which are secasionally used.

Interrogated, declares, That the declarant, at the hour of his visit, I'-asl no re-
gular occasion to see the food of the patients, but he bhas sometimes notieed it
when he called at other hours, particularly in the evening.  That the porridge al-
ways appeared to the declarant thinner and smaller in quantity than a Scotch sto-
mach is used te. That on one oceasion the declarant having observed to a patient
that his porridge was thin, he answered, that it was better than usual ; and the de-
clarant thinks, though lie cannot be positive, that this patient applied his ebserva.
tion both as to the quantity and quality of his porridge : That this patient was on
full diet, and the instance occurred about a twelvemonth ago:

Interrogated, What is the quantity of meal used in such an allowance as that
now referred to?  Declares, That he cannot say ; That he considers that a quart
of porridge would not be too much for a ploughman.

Interragated, 1f' he considers it would be adyiseable to allow each patient a
quart of porridge? | Declares, That he thinks it would be too much; and he is ra-
ther of opinion, that tea and bread would be a better article for breakfast, as most
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of the trades people ave in use to breakfast on these articles. Declares, That in
several of the instances before declarcd. to, it did nat appear to the declarant that
the quantity of porridge which the patients have, amounted to a mutchkin, but
that it might happen that one patient might have more and mmﬂ:erdlm. l'lg-
clares, That the declarant does not recollect of any instance of the patients com-
!I'uilllﬂgm hin of the l:|l.lﬂnl'll“-}' ar -:lunli.l..r of the |lﬂl'l'iﬂgl' served to them when the
declarant was not making any enguiry upon the subject.  Declares, That beel-
ten is sometimes ordered for the patients; and he hos sometimes seen i, and it ap-
peared to the declarant Lo be thin and muddy, and not the nice clear stufl that he
would wish to see ; and he bas had occasion Lo olserve this mere than once.

Interrogated, If he has had occasion Lo see the meal served to the patients
Teclares, That excepling sceing it passing up the stair, the declarant has not had
occasion to nolice the meat. That on one occasion, one of the clerks, hut who
the clerk was, he does not remember, brought into the consulling room a piece off
meat which he said was the allowance of one of the patients. That this allowance
appeared very small, and consisted partly of bone, and partly of fat aml skin
That he understood that the elerk had the curiosily to have this allowance weigh-
ed, and that it amounted from an ounce and a half to two ounces in weight :
That the declarant did not understand this to be a fair specimen of the allowances
maide to patients in general, but merely what the clerk said a patient had received
in a particular instance. That the declarant was not informed as to what pa-
tient this allowanee was intended for, but i believes that he was not a surgical
potient ; and, according to his impression at the time; it came from the soldiers
ward, but of this the declarant is nowise certain:  That the declarant had no
means of knowing that the portion so shown was the allowance for one patient,
excepting the report of his clerk.

Interroguted, Whether the declarant, in consequence of this, examined the
allowance given to the surgical patients, or to any other patients in the house on
that day or any other, or if he gave direciions to that effect to his clerk P Dige

- clares, That he did net. Declares, That he has occasionally ordered beef steaks
for his patients. That he never had occasion Lo sce such steaks, but has heard
the Faﬁﬂ“_,n, sometimes complain of them as tough, skinny, and cold.  That he re-
members one case where the patient had a disease in his mouth, on one side, which
impeded mastication, and where, in consequence of a consultation, beef tea and
heef' steaks were ordered.  That in this case the paticot informed the deelarant
that the steaks given to him were s0 tough that he could not eat them. That
cowhead made into a jelly was then ordeved.  That this was not furnished, and
the clerk Npuﬂ.l-'tl: Lo the declarant that the Matron said she could not prepare it,
and instead thereof, she sent daily for lwo glns.ﬂ:s of calfs{eot ji'll;_r from & con-
fectioner, which were given to the paticnl.  That the declarant did not consider
this as an adequate substitute for what he had ordered, as the object was to re-
store the patient from a state of debility.  Thal the declzrant does not recollect
that he made any specisl representation Lo the managers en the object of the
diet thes furnished to the said patient.

Interrogated, If he remembers the patients name, or the time the occurrence
took place ?  Declares, That he does not 3 bat be rather thinks it was about two
or three FLurs ago, il 30 Itrl'lg: That the upt.r:lliun itended Lo have been -
formed upon this pl‘llii‘nl did mol toke |l|i7ll.-'l.', and he rather thinks he died in the
House: That the declarant was salisfied, that il the patient had got o tender
Leelsteali, hie coulidl have cat i Interrogated, declares, Thal on the occasion
before declored to, when e made the examination of the beds along with Mr

Wishart, that gentleman turned down the beds, and pointed out to the declarant
| §]
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where any thing was wrong: That the number he so turned down in the long
ward, amounted to from 10 to 12: That he is not sure that they looked at the
beds in the short werd, or not : That all the beds which Mr Wishart so turned
down, appeared to the declarant to be ohjectionable, either from dirt or stains.

Interrogated, Whether the declarant, when he considered the above jelly ins
sufficient, ordercd more jelly to be supplied ? Declares, That he did not ; and he
considered the matron to be so very untractable a sort of person, that he eon.
ceived that it would be to no purpose his doing so. Deeclares, That it is the bu-
giness of the clerk to atiend to the directions of the surgeon, and he recollects
perfectly of giving the foresaid directions to his elerk, and {h'siring him to spezk
to the matron, as te providing the articles so ordered ; but whether the clerk put
these down in his book, the declarant does not know.

Interrogated, Whether the surgeons are in the use to zee the elerks mark down

in the journal the surgeons orders with recard to diet?  Declares, That the
declarant merely gives his orders to the clerk, and the declarant takes it for
granted that he enters them in the book. '

Interrogated, Whether the declarant knows any instance in which he prescribed
an additional quantity of such fbod as the house eould furnish, and in which that
prescription was disregardml #  Declares, That he doez net remember of any in-
stance, excepting the one ahove mentioned.

Interrogated, Whether in any case, any patient under the deelarant’s charge
has in lis upininn suffered from the diet of the Huspilul? Declares, “That in the:
course of last summer, as he thinks, a man under the declarant’s care in the sur=
gical ward, told him that the diet was suchi, that he behoved to leave the Hospi-
tal, as he could not afford it : That his wife had to bring him in articles of food,
and that she had 1o pay sixpence for being admitted for that purpose : That this
man left the Hospital accordingly, when in a state when it would have been
much more advisezble he had remained : That the declarant communicated the
circumstances of this case to one, or more of the individual Managers, Mr An-
drew Wood, and Dr Davidson, as he thinks; and he afterwards heard, that the
Treasurer was directed to investigate the matter; but what the result was, he
he does not know.

Interrogated, Whether in general the declarant has found, that the cure of his
patients has been ilnp:‘.ﬂl}d by the nature of the dict allowed in the Hﬂ'spital?
Peclares, That he cannot say he has in gnm-m!, thuug]:l' he haz no doubt that in
many cases, such as those of mluhulnu-s cases, the cure might have been pro-
moted by diet of @ move generous sort.

Interrogated, Whether the declarant did not consider himself entitled to order

a more generous diet in the cases last referred to?  Declares, That he did not’

consider himself entitled to order more than a piece of meat daily, instead of
three times a-week, in ordinary cases.  Declares, That he does not consider cases
:requir]ng a mMOre generouns diet as above mentioned, are fitted for an Hnspilnl',
nor such treatment fitted for Hospital practice.  That in extraordinary cases, he
does not comsider bimsell” as umler restrictions by the managers, as to ordering
what he may consider proper.

Interrogated, Whether a mutchkin of porridge is, in the declarant’s opinion, a
suitable ration for an Hospital in general? Declares, That in his opinion, a
mutchkin of porridge is rather too little for full diet, though more than some per-
sons will consume,

Interrogated, If he knows that a mutchkin of porridge is the ration of the
Hospital #  Declares, That he does not ; aml he does not know what quantities
of any kind oi provision are allowed by the Hospital as ordirary rations, either

iy,
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on full or low diet; and that he considered that as a settled point, which e lhed
no power to regulate.

Interrogated, Whether the declarant considered himsell entitled to represent
any thing to the Managers on the subject of diet? Declares, That he did not
think himself’ called upon to do so.

Interrogated, Ifhe knew that the physicians in ordinary in the Hospital, have
presented a formal Memorial to the Managers in 1511 on the subject of diet, hed-
ding, and beds # Deelares, That he did not know of it, and had never seen this
Memarial ; nor, in so far as he recollects, had he ever heard of it, until it was mew-
tioned to him recestly by D Hamilton ; and, according to the best of his recol-
lection, he was not consulied on the subjeet.

Interrogated, When the declarant orders wine or porter to his patients, whe-
ther he orders it as an additional article of food, or as a substitute tor food, or as
a medicine P Declares, That he orders it as a medicine, or cordial. Interrogated,
declares, That the déclarant acts as surgeon for Bridewe]l.

Interrogated,; Whether the sick patients in Bridewell are, in point of cleanliness
and attention to their comforts, in a better or worse situation then those in the
Infirmary, as far as he has had an opportunity of ohserving ? Declares, That 2
comparison of the two cannnt with propriely be made, as the cases in the decla-
rant’s department in the Infirmary are surgical, and these in the Bridewell are
mostly venereal.

Interrogated, Whether, upon any abuses or imperfections coming to his know-
ledge, he considered it as part of his duty, as a surgeon of the Hospital, to repre-
sent them to the Managers? Declares, That il there had been any flagrant abuses,
he would have considered it his duty to have represented them to the Managers:
but those observed by him being of & minor nature, he thought it enough to en-
deavour to correct them by notes to the Matron, or by mentioning them to the
Treasurer or individual Managers.

Interrogated, Whether, in any intercourse with the Matron, she shewed any
pcrmllul incivility to the declarant # Declares, Thal she rather seems to exhibit a
wish to be over-civil to him.

Interrogated, If, when the declarant ha: had oceasion te find fault with any
thing in the domestic economy of the house, he has found proper attention I_-mid
io his remonstrance by the Matron# Deelares, That he rather thinks so; but he
haz had very fow p{*mﬂﬂal communications wilh the Matron, except when she re-
quires to see him, which may happen once a-year or so.

Interrogated, Were the matters complained of generally remedied # Declares,
That they were generally, but not always: That instances of this last have oe-
curred when nurses in the surgeons’ ward were desired by the surgeons to be dis.
missed 3 and when the Matron, instead of dismisging them, only removed such
nurses into the physicians” wards, and vice versa: That as an instance of this, the
declarant & year or two ago ordered a norse o be dismissed, but lor what cause
he does not now remember, aml she has sinee been employed under Dr Hamilton ;
And there is al present a nurse in the declarant’s ward, who, he understands, was
previously dismissed from the medical wards: That these were the only instances
of the kind the declarant knows of.  Dleclares, That he considers the nurses in
general as of o bad description ; and he is of opinion, that better conld be got it
they were better paid: That with the exception of a few who attend in-lying
ladies, the greater proportion of sick-nurses in Edinburgh are of a bad description,

Interrogated, Whether he knows of any case of the iteh being communicated
o any |!|al51:nl. alter h-uing confined in the ]]mle.nl.-" 'i‘.hﬁ-q:-l:“-q_-;gl,r That he knows of
no such case : That the itch is not a common complaint in the house ; and it j:
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the declarant’s impression, that the servants in the house are careful in taking
means te prevent the communication of such disease. Declares, That when the
declarant was in London, in the year 1781 or 1752, there wos an infinitely
greater proportion of persons labouring under the itch in the London Hospitals
than in the Infirmary of Edinburgh. Declares, That the declarant has been un-
well for the last five weeks, and has not attended the Infirmary during that time.
Declares, That he has perused, and is acquainted with printed statutes and rules
and regulations of the Hospital, and that he considers the same caleulated to at-
tain the ohject in view, if conscientiously acted upon,

L4th January 1815,

Avrexavpre GiiresmE, surgeon in Edinburgh, and one of the senior surgeons
of the Royal Infirmary, being examined, declares, That he has acted for the three
last years in the foresaid eapacity, and for two years as junior surgeon, and at-
tends the Hospital every day at 12 o'clock, and occasionally at other times when
]miieuls require it.

Interrogated, If, in the course of that practice, the declarant has ohserved a de-
fect of eleanliness in the sheets of the patients? Declares, That his observation
only applies to patients in the surgical-wards, where there is necessarily much da-
mage to sheets, from bad uleers, and from the application necessacy for those ;
and that from these causes the sheets cannot be supposed to be so clean.

Interrogated, Whether he has observed instances of sheets being diety from not
being guliicimll}r often changed * Declares, That within these six months the sheets
have been very much improved, both in point of quantity and appeavance: That
previous thereto, it was reported to the declarant by the elerks and nurses, that
there was a scarcity of sheets, from which cause they were not changed so often
as they ought to have been : That sheets when put on clean, had at this time
the appearance of being dirty, from the ingrained stains which remained upon
them : That of late the washing has been better than formerly ; and the sheets be-
ing more new, they have consequently had a better appearance.

Interrogated, If the declarant ever had occasion to see patients lying without
sheets: Declares, That he does not recollect of this having happened, exeept
upon one occasion, about two years ago ; and the instance occurred in the case
of a patient who had a very extensive sore, and had dirtied the sheets so much,
in the course of two days, that it was found necessary to remove them, and there
was not another pair to substitute in their place: That the man remained with-
out sheets for 24 hours : That at this time the wards were much erowded, and
ihere were a great many extra beds in use: That in the ordinary state of the
wards there was always a sufficiency of shects,

Interrogated, If the declarant sees the food of the patients 7 declares, That
the hour of visiting is not that of dict : and the declarant very rarely has occasion
to see the food of the patients ; and even then he is not led to attend to it, unless
his attention is particularly called toit.

Interrogated, If he knows of any instance of extraordinary neglect or miseon-
duet on the part of the Nurses ? declares, That he has oceasionally heard com-
plaints of them, both from the Clerks and the patients; and these complaints
were frequently founded on the Nurses having .got  themselves intoxicated . That
the declarant never saw any of the Nurses drunk in the forenoen ; but he has
obeerved this once or twice in his evening visits.

A e il B,
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Interrogated, Whether he considers the Nurses qualified for their situation :
Declares, That some of them are tolerably good; but in general they are bad,
and not properly qualified for their situation: That the qualifications of a Nurse
for o Surgical ward are very particular, and more difficult than in the Medical
ward : That such a Nurse requires both activity and intelligence: That the de-
clarant has no knowledge of the wages paid to Nurses. Declares, That the de-
clarant has heard complaints from his Clerks at the rate of perhaps once or twice
a-month, though not so often of late, asto the Nurses having taken money from
patients to ensure kind offices.

Luterrogated, Whether the declarant has heard complaints of the Nurses treal-
ing the patients with harshness 7 declares, Never.

Interrogated, Whether he has observed any deficiency in the utensils or furni-
ture of the wards neeessary for the-comfort of patients 2 declares, Frequently.

Interrogated, If he can give any instances ? declares, That the declarant has
had frequent occasion to observe the want of chamber-pots, and basins for wash-
ing of sores; but which were got upon application to the house-keeper : That he
considers the supply of those articles as being in general too small: That the
declarant has also heard some :nmpln.int.s of the want of _jug:i1 ar vesse|s, for the
patients drinking out of.

Interrogaied, If he recollects of any particular instance of an unusual want of
chamber-pots 7 Declares, . That about two or three months ago, it was reported to
the declarant by the Clerks, that in one ward there were only two chamber-pots:
That there might perhaps be from 20 to 25 patients in said ward,

Being interrogated, Whether there are vessels for receiving the blood when
patients are bled ? declares, That there are 10 vessels for that purpose of a cer-
tain measure ; and the blood is in general kept and shewn to the Surgeon ;
and the declarant never. saw blood in any other, excepting the foresaid tin
vessels,

Interrogated, If the declarant has had frequent intercourse with the Matron
relative to any matters? declares, Not lately.

Interrogated, IF he stated Lo her any defects he found ? Declares, That about
two years ago, the declaranl was in use to mention such defects to the Matron ;
and finding that she seemed to wish this to be done in the way of asking it as a
favour, the declarant preferred stating such matters in the way of injunction ; and
these injunctions were attended to on all occasions, though sometimes it was ne-
cessary to repeat them.

Interrogated, Whether the declarant has remarked any marked improvement
in the Infirmary since the period of Jast July 2 Declares, That there has been a
very great improvement in the hedding in particular ; but in other respects mat-
ters have remained as formerly, though perhaps there have been fewer complaints
by Patients relative to theie diet.

Interrogated, Were those complaints both as to quantity and quality ? De-
clares, That they were as to bath occasionally.

Interrogated, IC the declarant thinks that there is any want of facility of in-
tercourse between the Medical Officers and the Managers ? - Declares, ‘That it ap-
pears bo Lhe deelarant, that there is a want of some person of responsibility in
the House, to whom application might be made for having defeets supplicd, or
grivvances redressed,

Interrogated, If the declarant has had an opportunity of seeing other Hospi-
tals # Declares, That as an old army Surgeon he has seen many, and has seen
all the London Civil Hospitals, and also the Glasgow one.

E
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Interrogated, Whether, in point of tleanliness, this Hospital is equal to the ge-
nerality of the other Hospital he has seen 7 Declares, That he thinks the bedding
of the Surgeons’ Ward lately got, is perhaps better than any he ever saw in any
Hospital : That previous to July last, the detlarant considered the bedding in
the said Ward to be inferior to that of other Hospitals.

Interrogated, Whether it is consistent with the declarant’s knowledge, that the
sheets in other Hospitals are more frequently changed than in the Tnfirmary ? De-
clares, That the beds of the Tormer had a more clean appearance ; bat this might
iy part arise from the patient having an Hospital dress, and @ mere cleanly ap-
pearance in their persons, which gives the bed ‘a more comfortable and ¢leanly
appearance.

Irrterrogated, Whether the cheete have been more 'Fm'rll,féﬁﬂjr changed ‘silce
July last, than previous thereto ? Declares, That he has less frequently had occa-
sion to order sheets to be changed during the last period ; but the declarant is not
sure whether this has proceeded from a more frequent change of the 'linen, or
from its being new : That prn':—rimm to July, the declarant had frequent oecasion
to order Patienis to be shifted ; but as to this, moch must slways depend upon
the state of the I'atient, some requiring a much more frequént change - than
others.

- Interrogated, If the declarant is aware of any fixed rule as ta the time for
changing the sheets 7 Declares, That he i< not ; but that he understood they were
changed in the course of each fortnight or three weeks.

Interrogated, If 'he thinks that this Infirmary has Kept pace with' the improve-
ments introduced of late vears in establishments of this nature, consistent with
the nature of the building 7 Declares, ‘That considering the nature of the build-
ing, the improvements have been great i but that he eonsilers it far' Behind other
Hospitals, in what regards the comforts of the Patients. 3

Interrogated in what respects ? Declares, That the Hospital dresses, Turniture,
and utensils of the wards, warm baths, and a change of Tinen 'for poor Patients,
are all points better adjusted in other Hospitals, than in the Infirmary : That in
the Infirmary, poor persons are occasionally obliged to lie withont shirts, until
those brought in with them are washed : "Phat it would also be more comfortable
for the Patients, if these that were able were to dine at a table in the ward, in-
stead of the present system.

Interrogated, Whether the linen rags and banidages are in geveral of 'a proper
kind, and clean ? Declares, That the declarant hes oceasionally found a deficiency
both in quantity azd quality. And further declares, That since the deelarant has
been Surgeon, there hios been a fourth more of Surgical Patients, than ‘the al-
lowanee for which the [ouse s caleulated 3 and for these, extra heds behoved to
be provided; and at preseat, the Surgical wards are very much erowded, De-
elares, That in the course of the lzst three years, ‘as before declared to, Surgicsl
Patients have been gradually increasing : That at present it is necessary to refuse
Patients that apply for admission : That i every Patient was atdmitted that ap-
plied; the House would require to be three times as large as at present.

Interrogated by the Maasgers of the Infirmary present, If the declarant has
access to know, that the Managers have shown a readiness to procure the best
Nurses that could be obtained 2 Declares, That he has heard, that they wished Lo
obtain better Nurses ; but he has also heard the Surgical Officers have said, that
it was a pity higher wages were not given, as by doing so, better Nurses might be
obtained.

Interrogated, If he is aware that there is a regulation against nurses takiny
money from patients or their friends ? *Declares, That Lill the printed reguis-




( 17 )

tions in the year 1816, he wos not nware that there was any segulation to that
effect, but since then he has understood it to be the vile”" 'And orl the u'ﬂ:jut of
nurses, he has to observe, that he thinks the Matron has too much power in the
keeping and dismissing nurses; and he is led to make this observation from an
occurrence that happened within the last three weeks, where a nurse was removed
from the Surgical Ward to one of the Medical ones, against the express wish of
the Surgeons: And upon their application for her being restored, it was not at-
tended to: That this communication was made to the Matron in writing, by Dr
Craigie, the declarant’s elerk : That on another cecasion, when the Surgeons re-
quested anurse to. be dismissed for drunkenness, the Matron removed the nurse
down stairs to one of the Medical Wards @ That this nurse was an excelent nurse
in.every other respect. i

.Inl.en'.ogatull, If he knows that the Hospital was infested with the itch * Declares,
"That there were very few instances of this kind ; and the greatest care is taken to
prevent it, by using the proper precautions whenever it 'was discovered. - And the
deelarant adds, that it would be a great improvement to the Hespital, if proper
baths were fitted up for the patients: That portable baths are at present used,
which are inconvenient and objectionable, because it is indecent tu the patients
and uneomfortable to the rest, il being done in the open Ward.

Interrogated, If he does not know that there are water-closeis for the accom-
modation of the patients ? Deelares, That about two years ago, wateritlosets were
ergeted in the house, which the patients were directed to use. 'Interrogated, de-
clares, That previous to July last, he ohserved, that measuces were in progress for
improving the state of the bedding throughout the house ; and that this was go-
it}g on under the direction of the I'liunugeri. Declares, That haﬁng mentioned
in a former part of’ his declaration, that the appearance of other hospitals in point:
of cleanliness was greatés than this; it in part arose from the sheets in this Hos-
pital being half-bleached linen, instead of full bleached ; and that the bedding
was covered with brown linen, instead of blue and while ticking, as now used,

Inlerrogated, IF Mr Gillespie is of opinion, that when grii.-vanmg have beemn
Juid bofore the Managers in a regular manner, that the Managers Have entered
with hecoming z2al in endeavouring Lo have them removed.  Declirss, ‘That the
only subject he ever brought before the Managers, was the state of the Surgical
Insiruments, to which they immediately attended, and ordered a libersl supply,
tndeed more than what was asked,

Interrogated by the Committee, I the declarant thinks that the present Funds
of the Infirmary are sufficient to put the Establishment into gs pgéfgct a stale asg
Tl thinks it might admit of'? Declares, '_l'_llu_l he does not know what the Funds
of the Infirmary ave, but he is perfectly satisfied, that a very great additional
ont-lay of money would be required to put it into a situation to receive all the
patients whe apply, and ought to be admitted, and to provide more effectually for
the comlorls of those who are received.

Interrozated by one of the Managers, Whether in any particular ease where
nourishment different from the ordinary allowance of the houwse 'seemed proper
for the patient, the declarant did think himself entitied to order what he thought
proper, and whether that order was commplied with ? Declares, T'hat he did consider
himec! enfitled to order such additional food, and that the ordér iwas liberally
complied with; and this was the case, even to the ordering of apples, grapes,
oranges, and other frwit. That in this respect, he believes, a greater Iatitude of
diseretion is allowed to the Surgeons of the Infirmary, then to the Medical Officers
in perhaps any Hospital.  That the only remark he would make i, that in or-
dering beef tea, he has found his order net so speedily complicd with, twenty four
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hours usually elapsing before it was procured, and this he believes is owing Lo the -
want of a sulficient supply of beef for these extra purposes,

15th Jamuary 1818,

Jomw Sius, Student of Medicine, residing in Edinburgh, who being examined;’
declares, That he is twenty-five years of age, and one of the Society of Friends;
That he was House-Surgeon to the Manchester Infirmary, from the autumn of 1813,
to that of 1815, That he was previously a Dresserin that Infirmary for upwards
of four vears, at which time he was apprentice to Mr Rantsom, one of the Sur-
geons : That during the period he was Surgeon, the average number of House
patients was from 100 to 110. Declares, That the declarant, in econsequence of the
request of. Dir Spens, as he understood; acted as Clerk in the Medical ward of
the Royal Infirmary, from the 17th of June last, to the 9th or 10th of July fol-
lowing. ‘

Interrogated, If the declarant was in the habit of going frequently through all
the wards of the House ? Declares; not through all the wards, but through the
Medical wards, excepting the Clinical ward, and the Lock ward ; but he went oc-
casionally through all the wards,

Interrogated, Did he visit the wards at different times of the doy ? declares,
~'That he did. How late in the evening? Declares, That about six or seven
o'clock in the evening was the ordinary evening hour, but occasionally, in cases
of urgency, aslate as ten or twelve. Q. Did he ever observe any patient lying
without sheets # 4. That soon after he went to the Hospital, he saw Betty
MDonald, in the Women's Counlry ward, lying withoul sheets; and she
informed the declarant, that this had been the case for three weeks, Q. Whe
was Clerk in this ward? 4. The declarant, on. the side on which this
woman lay. Q. To whom did the deelarant sueceed as Clerk ? A, Dr Howi-
son. . Was there any other patient without sheets? 4. Ann Duil was
observed by the declarant the following day to be also without sheets: That
thiz patient lay on the same side of the ward with Betty M<Donald and this -
person zaid she had lain withoot sheets for Ill!url}' the same Lime. . Did the
declarant ohserve any sheels In a ﬁll!'l}" state A, \"l:ry many, and can 5peciflr
instances if necessary. Q. Did that filthiness appear to arise from their not being
.,;ha,ngp::'l sufficiently often? 4. This was one capse of their filthiness : That ano-
ther was from the patients getting into bed with their clothes on: That a third
arose from the patients’ diseases, and the applications made to these: A fourth
was from their not being clean when put wpon the beds. Q. Canthe declarant,
from bis personal knowledge, state how long a patient had remained without
sheets # A. From the short time he was in the Hospital, he had not the. means of
deriving personal knowledge on this subject. Q. Does the declarant know that
the sheets of any patient remained unchanged during the whole time he was in the
Hospital # 4. The sheets of Bell Paterson, in the Couniry ward, remained un-
changed during that time. Q. Can he, from personsl enquiry at the patients,
state, that in certain instances patients. have for a great length of time had no
change of sheets? 4. He can; and he herewith lays a list of these on the Com-
mittee’s table. @. Did the deelarant look at the beds of each of those patients
at the time he received that information from them ? A, He did ; and the nppnnfr,
ance of these beds supperted the statement he had received in every instance
Q. Did the filthiness of the sheets appear to him to arise in any case from dirt or




(<28 )

arease remaining in them that'might have been removed by proper washing #
A. The filth arese from the dict-and grease; and if the sheets had been: properly
changed at sufficiently short intervals, the declarant believes, from observations
in other Hospitals, they might lave been cleaned by washing, Q. Were the
sheets used by the same class of Patients in the Manchester Infirmary betler
washed than in the Edinburgh Infirmary 2 A. The sheets in the Manchester Infir-
mary, however long they had heen used in the Tnstitution, were always, accord-
ing to his observation, white, clean, and free from stain, when put on the Patients’
beds, @ Does the declarant know il the sheets used in the Manchester Infir.
mary were made of half bleached linen, or full bicached linen? 4. From recol-
lection he thinks the}' were holl® bleacled ; bt 15 not qttih_' cerlain. @ Did he
observe any instances of the blankets being in a filthy state? 4. He observed
several Patients who had filthy blankets: That the declarant sees, from a book
entry, which he made at the time, that the following Patients had dirty blankets
viz. Chyistian Lindsay, Mrs Robertson, Al A. Douglas, Betty Milly, in the
Waomen's Surgrons’ long ward ; and Clementina Martin and Catharine Cooper,
in the Women's Fever ward ; Detty Miller, Jane Taylor, and Aon Duff, in the
Women's Country ward; Willlam Hervey in the Men's Surgmn's Operating
ward, -l.'_‘mnpbeli_. Seyd an the same ward ; amd James Small and Robert Hender-
sonn. Q. Does the book, from which the deelarant reads, show the date of the
declarant’s mnkinﬁ the observation as to the state of the blankets, as nppli-nuhh o
such Patient ? . 4. It does nol; bul they were all made on the 4th of July, in
company with Dr Craigie. Q. Did the declarant observe any instance of the
blankets or beds being infested with lice? A, He did not. Q. Did he observe any
instance of & lm[i,ent, who from disease had 2 wel or di.rl_'r bl buiug allowed Lo
remain such alength of time without & change of bed clothes and bedding, a< to
occasion serious inconvenicnee (o the patient 2 4. The only instance of serious in-
convenience arising from this cause, was that of the woman whom the declarant
noticed in the letter which he addressed to the :'-Iarrage-rs when he was a clerk in
ilie "ntpilnl: That in aucther instance, mentioned also in that leller, a woman in
the Country Ward sulfered from a discharge which collected in the Llankets, and
proved very ofiensive to hersell, as well as to the other patients. Q. When he
observed the sheets or blankets of the paiients under bis charge Lo be dirty, did he
give intimetien lo the Malvon that they should be changed? 4. He inlorms
ed the Matren of some of the first cases be observed ; some of which were
remedied, others partially so. @, Why: did he not continue to inform the
Matron of the necessity of changing the sheels and Blankets slluded top A.
Because i one case the Matron did mot give that attention te his com-
plaint which he conceived she ought to have done; amd as the want of cleanli-
ness appeared so geners! in the sheets in the Hospital, he concluded to pass by
her, and to apply to those in the higher departments of office in the Hospital,
. Iroes he from his lH."I.‘HIII:Il F'.:nu“']ﬂ]gv: know any instanee ol o |m.li1_-||l. on ail-
TSSO, h:,-i::g I into the bed another p:‘l.lil:hl bl leit, without the sheets or
bedding being changed ? 4. Not from personal knowledge, in so far as regards the
sheets ; but concerning the beds, he observed, that Catherine Cooper, a patient in
the women's fever ward, was placed upon the same bed that Margaret Shicls,
anather fever p.lt'm-nt had ieft, withoul the bed gning out of the ward., @ How
does the declarant know this# . 1Te remembered it to he the bed which Alar-
garct Shicls had left ; and he asked the nurse, who was the day nurse at the time
of the woman’s fever ward, by name MDonalid as he thinks, if it was not so ; and

she answered, Yes.  Thal the nurse understood this to apply to the flock bed,
F
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which the declarant laid hold of at the time. Tlhiat to the best of the declarant’s
recollection, not more than one or two days had intervened hetwizt the removal
of the one patient, and the u‘l]lt_r taking possession of it, but of this he is not cer-
tain. @ Did the declarant ask the nurse if the said flock bed had been removed,
and had undergone any airing in the mean time? A. He did not; but he saw the
bed in the same state in the course of hisintermediate visits. Q. Were there any
other instanees of the same kind. A. Not that he recollects of. Q. Did he
make any represeatation relative to this instanee at the time to any person. A
He did not, €. Does he know any instance, from his personal knowledge, of a
patient having caught the itch in the House. A. The before mentioned Tell Pa-
terson had the itch when he examined her. It appeared recent, and he did not
find that she had such complaint from the history of her case, as entered in the
Journal on her admission. He observed another case to hiz personal knowledge :
That Bell Paterson told the declarant that she had canght the itch, and sttribuot-
ed this to the sheets ; which she said were not clean when put upon her hed. - Q.
Was he in the habit of seeing the food of the patients at their different meals. A,
He frequently saw the food of the patients at their different meals. Q. Did he
‘ever observe the porridge of the patients to be in a fluid state in their cogs, when
they were eating it. A. He has frequently ; and he observed it to be general at
the time he made the ohservation. . 1Did he ever obzerve any imstanee of the
quantity served Lo a patient, less than the quantity fixed in the dict table, as the
portion to be allowed to each persen.  A. He did not know what was the quan-
tity allowed to cach pationt.  He ohserved that lemg.t in genenﬂ were half full :
* That the declarant cannot say what the size of these cogs was; but it did net ap-
pear to Lim that the quantity of porridge amounted to a mutehkin, Q. Does he
know of any table of diet which specifies the quantity of articles of food to be
allowed to each patient. A, e does not:  That the printed statutes of the TTos-
pital speeify the articles but not the quantity.  'Chat he did not enquire, nor does
Le know the quantity of diet allowed to the patients. Q. Did he consider the
quantity of porridze sufficient for the class of paticats, where the quantity appear-
ed Lo him not fo amount to a mutchkin, A. He dul not think it was sui-
firient for those paticnts whose appetites were not impaired by disease. € Did
he observe any instance of the quantity of milk or beer served oul, being less than
three gills # A, He did mot ascertzin the quantity ; bul from recollection he does
not think, that in gencral it amounted to that quantity. €. Dees he know fre-
quent instances of the milk and beer being sour? A, During the short time he
was in the I‘Iﬂgpitﬂi he did not obgerve the milk and beer to hl‘ﬁ'ﬂquznli}' SOUE 3
but he observed, that the milk was sometimes very blue and sour; and that the
beer was bad in quality ; but it was during very hot weather he was in the house.
Q. Did he ever taste the broth of the ]mlielﬂ.'i: amd was it goad in gqualily in ge-
neral 7 A. He tasted the broth more than once. It had very little snimal or ve-
getable matter in it, but it did not appear bad in quality ; by which he means, that
it did not taste cither musty or potrid. Q. Did he observe any instances of the
q““ntitf of meat served, ’l.lr:ing less than t'igllt ounees when raw 2 A He abserved
several pieces that were short of that weight when boiled, which was the only
.:Il'lai.'ll'." in which he saw them. Q. I,lmp.lirﬂd to slate p.-n'l.imﬂur instances, A, One
plece weighed four ounces and & quorter, one four ounces amd a half, one seven
ounces and a half} for two days allowanee ; andone five ounces and a half for two
davs allowance ; and one daily bit that weighed two ounces and a quarter; and
hidse pieces the declarant either weighed or saw weighed.  @. Was it on one or
more occasions that these weights were ascertained? A, Tt was on two or three
occasions. €. On those several occasions were the whole pieces of & ward weighed
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at the same time ? A. That several pieces were weighed at the same time. Q. Did
he mark down all the pieces he weighed. A. He did not : That he marked down
the heaviest and the lightest ; and those instances already given comprehended both.
. With what weights was the meat weighed? A. They were the apotheeary’s
shop-weights: That he supposes these were Avoirdupois, as the apothecaries buy
and sell their drugs by that weight. . Who was present al said weighings ©
A. To the best of his recollection Tdr Lee. €. Were these different Pims of
meat ever shewn to any other person? A, He shewed two pieces to Ir Spens on
one oceasion, and he shewed one piece of meat to Sir William Forbes and Mr
Innes, but he does not recollect the weight ol that picee, and he shewed these
pieces at each of their houses. Q. Does he know the distinction of daily bits of
meat, and of their being by regulation one half’ the quantity allowed to patients
on full diet# A. He knew the distinction in terms, but he was nol aware that
there was any real difference. Q. Has he reason to believe, that the pieces of
which he hes stated the weights, were daily bits, or the portions sllowed to pa-
tients on full diet? A, The smallest |}urliu:u. was a daily bit, the others he be-
lievez was a full diet. Q. What induced him to weigh the portions above stated #
A. Because it appeared to him to be insufficient for Hospital allowance. Q. Did
this insufficiency appear to him generally applicable to the portions served out
for full diet® A. It dil. Q. Did he observe frequent instances of the meat
being bad in quality 2 A. e did not observe putridity in the patients’ meat ; but
one portion that he saw contained no lean, and the picces generally contained
very little lean. Q. What did they consist of # A. They generally consisted of
what is called gristle, and in one instance of the salivary gland of a beeve. @.
Did any of the patients ever complain to him of the food being deficient in quan-
tity, or bad in quality # A, That several have complained of both: Q. Were
such complaints made to him without enquiry on his pari, or when he had
no reason o believe that Lllt':r were aware of  his m.-king information on
this head? A. They were not made o him without enquivy? Q. Doez he
know from personal knowledge, any instances of the nurses neglecting the
patients, or treating them harshly ? A, On one instance, and one only, a pa-
tient complained to him of negleet by the nurse, after the patient had wndergone
cupping, by leaving the ward immediately after the operation : That this was in
the Womens Conntry Ward ; and as many of the belore mentioned instanees of
!JL-;_;ILN:I had occurved there, the declarant and Dr Lee, to whom similar com-
pT::Li!lli bl been made, sent a joint noie to ihe Matron, dusiring that the Nurse
might be dismissed : That this happened the day before the declarant Jeft the
Hospital ; and the Nurse was dismissed accordingly next day : That he was af-
terwards informed by one of the Clerks, but which he does not remember, that
this woman had been |'4:.~.t1}|'v;!d; and he was informed two o three .ﬂu}-ﬁ ago hf
Mr Glover, that this woman was still in the H{I!il'lil:tl.‘ That her name is Cum-
mings. €. DNd be obseeve apy other instance of neglect? A, That in various
instances, when the hot bath was ordered to be administered to a patient in the
evening, it was not prepared till five o'clock next morning: That he does not
know of any instances of severity of nurses towards their paticnts, Q. Did the
Matron punctually observe the statute, which requires her to visit the wards
every day at 10 o'clock. A. He never saw her in the wards ot any time ; and at
that hour the Matron and Clerks were at breakfast together, Q. What hour
did Illl‘:}' go lo breakfast ¢ A, Tlm}' went to breakiost at vavicus times while ke
was in the honse, between 20 minutes from 10, till a little after 10, Q. Was it
the declarant’s practice to visit his wards immediately after breakfast? - A, Some-
times hefore breakfust, and generally immediately after breakfiust. Q. Are the
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Clerks in use to visit the wards after breakfast > A, That they sometimes did (o
lis knowledge; but he cannol give a definite answer to this quesiion. €. When

the Matron did not visit the wards hersell, did she send her asdidtart® AL He

does not remembier having ever seen the Malron's as<istant in any of the wards ;

but Le once saw her in the passage between two of the wards; and in one of the

instances when he complained of one of the beds, the Matron saild she would senit
her assistant. Q. Did the Matron mention to him any thing of the state of her
family at this time? _A. The declarant leamed from Dr Lee, that her daughter
was sick 3 and in the instance above mentioned, in which she directed her assist:
ant to attend to the state of the bed, the Matron said, * T cannot go; T haveto'
“ gp to the Links;™ in the vicinity of which the declarant wnderstood her

._'[gughtgr resided. €. Did e observe the slate of the Lock Ward: A, He ale

served that the Lock Ward was in an extremely damp situation; he was not' i

charge of the Lock Ward, but that he has been in it once or twice : That he did
not examine the beds minutely, but generally they appeared filthy ; ‘and he'ap-
plies this to the pillows and the part of the sheets that lay over. @, When e
ohserved the existence of the abuses he has menvionesd, what conrze did he take
to make them known to the Managers? A. In conjunction with the other Clerks,
he drew up a stalement of the abuses that existed ; along with this, he wrote'n
letter to the Managers: That these were sent to their ordinary court in July Tast.

€. Did lie make any individual application to Dr Spens, or eny of the Manager«

A, He called upon Di Spens on the Sth of July, aml shewed hin two port.ii:mia{-'
the meat, and also the notes he had taken relative to the state of the House ‘#s
applicable to about 40 patients.  He told the declarant he would speak of thém te
one of the Managers when he came to the Hospital at 12 o'clock.  Te requested
him to point out the filthy state of the beds of his own patients.  The declarant
pointed out to him at the visit the case of James Tormer in the Soldier’s Ward,
a man who had been six weeks in the howse, and who had a pair of dirty sheets
which had not been chianged sinee his admission ; one of which he only used, the
other he kept under his pillow, because it was too dirty to uwse.’ ‘The declarant
1-""1]["'1 this rom under the pillu-w, and uafolded it to Dr S-I}Elli. In the men's
Country Ward, the declarant shewed him the sheets of two other patients which
were extremely dirty.  In the women’s Fgver Ward, the declarent shewed him
some dirly blankets; and in the Country Ward, the cases of Detty MDonald
and Bell Paterson, before mentioned, the former of which had then a pair of
ragged sheets on her bed : two servants in the Servants Ward, whose mistress
had sent them in sheets to their beds; aad some others, of which he docs not
recollect the names : That Dr Spens had some conversation with Frank, the man
nurse, aboul the ordinary pl::'iml uft:;i;ll'lging the sheets: bt the declarant does
nol Fecollect what |:msmalj between them : That this exhibition took l}lm'u 1 the
presence of several of the Students. Declares, hat the declarant is enchbied to
slate the facts in this answer which he has now dictated, and in other answers
already made with precision, by having recourse to a state or memorandum made
out by the declarant within these few days, from notes taken by the declarant at
the time that the facts occurred ; and the declarant did not think himself qualified
to give his declaration, without having made out something of this kind for his
own intormation: And the declarant declines (o exhibit the said state, Q. If he
has any objection to produce the original notes from which said state iz made up #
A. He has no objection to produce the original notes relative to the subject of
enguiry.
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16ek January 1815

e witness again exiinintd —The witness exhibited various notes and’ wril-
ings which he had before him yesterday in giving his evidence; and which he is
willing to. lodge with the Committee, on condition that he shall have acress to
these papers at all times; and that Dr Craigie shall'liave access to such of the
notes aswere taken jointly along with the declarant; and that the whole of said
papers shall be' delivered up to liim when thie inquiry is finished ; and he will lodge
said papers, with-an inventory thereof, as early as convenient. Q. What further
took place in his: communication with Dre Spens? © AL The following cir-
cimstance took place at Dr Spens’:——After the declarant  had describ-
ed to him: the state of the house, as he had found it, Dr' Spens said, * Thave
“ complained again and aguin to the Managers,” and pointed to a drawer, and
said), ¢ It all'ends in smolce.” Q. What further steps the declarant took # A He
then called upon Gilbert Innes, in company with his friend George Millar. He
shewed to him one of the pieces of meat ; and also mentioned to him the state of
some of the beds, amd requested him to come to the Hospital and see them.  This
he declined ; but told the declarant to draw out a statement of what he had observ-
ed, and send them to the Managers, and a committee would be appointed to en-
quire into them. He next called upon Sir William Forbes; with his friend Alex-
ander Cruickshank, and shewed him one of the pieces of meat, and also the mi-
nates of between 40 and 50 cases that'he had examined. He requested Sir Wil
linm to come to the Hospital to see Uhe state it was in, . ITe told the declarant he
would come; and requested the declarant to furnish him with the names of some
‘of the'patients, whose beds were in the worst condition. About an hour afterwands
Sir Williama came into the Manager's room, along with Henry Jardine and
‘Praneis Wilson, The declarant gave Sir William Forbes a list of' names,

which' conmiprised, to the best of his -recollection, nine or ten' bad cases,

That he asked him if he should go through' the wards with him,
anil point out to him the state of the beds. This Sir William said was not'ne-
cessary ; and the declarant did not go.  After that, the Clerks ‘and the declarant
drew’ up the statement presénted to the Managérs on the Tt of July: That the
interviews with Dr Spens, Sir William Forbes, and Gilbert Inncs, took place on
the 5th of July last. Q. Does he know that the managers appointed a commit-
tee of their number to enquire into the abuses he had pointed out to them?
A, He was not informed by any of the Managers, that sush a commitiee had been
appointed ; but he heard that it had been done. - €. Was he examined upon any
of the abuses he complained of by the Managers? A. He wosnot. Q. If he'has
had an opportunity of seeing any other Hospitals besides the Manchester Infir-
mary, and Edinburgh Infirmary ? A, He has visited several other Iospitals ;
viz. the provincial Hospitals of Nottingham, Derby, Stafford, Chester, Liverpool,
-Sheffield, Leeds, York, Newcnstle, Glasgow, and the Hospitals Saint Thomas
and Guys, and the Middlesex in London. €. In point of cleanliness, did he
think thiat the state of the Edinbargh Infirmary, while he acted as Clerk  there,
was betier or worse than the generality of Hospitals he has seen? A, At the time
he was in 'the Edinburgh Infirmary, he congidered that it was inferior to most he
hiad seen in cleanliness ; but he does not consider himself intimately acquainted
with' any other Hospital except the Manchester and the Edinburgh Infirmary,
and therefore his opinion must’ be considered o general one merely; and
in' forming it, he took into consideration the oldness of the establishments,
and the consequent wear' and tear of fixtures and uténsils. Q. In point of
general attention to the comforts of the patients, does he think the Edinburgh Tn-
firmary any better or'worse than the generality of hospitals he has séen,  A: To
a

e
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answer that question definitely he ought to be acquainted intimately with the
state of other haspitals, which he is not, excepting the Manchester one; in whiclr
he considers that the comfort and accommodation of the patients was superior to
that of Edinburgh during the time he resided in it. . Does he know any hos-
pital where there is more diligent attendance on the part of the medical officers?
A. He thinks, that the statute which enforces a daily visit from the physicians
and surgeons in the Edinburgh Hospital, of greater advantage to the patients than
any similar rule which he has seen in the rules of other hospitals. €. In what
respects is the Edinburgh Infirmary inferior to the generality of ether hospitals
he bas seen, in so far as regards the comfort of the patients? A. That question
he can only answer definitely, inasmueh as regards the Manchester Infirmary.
He considered the Edinburgh Hospital, at the time he resided init, as inferior to
the Manchester one, in the quantity and articles of the diel, and in the cleanliness
of the beds ; though the bed-stocks in the Edinburgh Infirmary are superior to
maost that he has S8 anid alsu, in the Arrangesients of’ the inferior ssrvants the
Edinburgh Infirmary is inferior lo the Maunchester one. Q. How did the com-
parison stand as to the quality of the diet, as distinguisked from. the nature of
the articles used?  A. More animal food was used at Manchester than the Edin-
burgh Infirmary, and it varied inkind. The beer in the Manchester. Hospital was.

of a better quality. These are the differences he recollects, exclusive of the diffe-.

rent manner of diet of the poor of the two places. . Was he a candidate for the
office of clerk to the Infirmary, and did not he afterwards withdraw his applica-
tion. A. He laid his application for the then approaching vacant office of physi-
cian's clerk before the managers in May last, and withdrew it at their. Court in
June. Q. Why did he withdraw it ? A. Because he understood that one of the mo-
tives of election was to make the situation as useful as possible in point of medical

instruction ; and from this it appeared that he was stepping into the place of ane-

ther. . Does he mean, that he was already too for advanced in his medical edu-
cation? A, He does not; he means, that as he had already filled a similar situa-
tion, he ought to make way for others. Q. From whom did he get this informe-
tion? A. Dr Hope stated to him the motives of the election by the managers;
and some of his friends told him, that that point was agitated. against his applica-
tion. Q. When was the communication with Dr Hope? A. In the month of
April

Interrogated by Dr Hope, Whether the statement respecting the opinion of
the Managers was given by him on the first visit at which the declarant eom-
municated his intentions of becoming candidate for the elerkshipin the Infie-
mary ? A. The declarant does not mean to say that Dr Hope mentioned it to
him as an opinion immediately rece received from the Managers, but as the motives of
election, which were generally understood ; and that this opinion was given at the
first visit. Q. 1id Dr Hope at that visit state to the declarant the uniform prae.
tice which he had observed to be followed by the Managers since he had become
one of them, of bestowing the appointments in the medical department upon those
candidates who, from the testimonials of qualification, promised to be most fit for
the situation? A, Dt Hope stated to the declarant, that the general practice was
to adopt the maxim, detur digniord, with the exeeption he has before mentioned,
. Did not Dr Hope express himself highly pleased with-the testimonials which
the declarant had produced ; and in conversing in a friendly way with the decla-
vant respecting the probability of his success, slate asa possible ohjection, that it
might be thought that the declarant, having enjoyed the situation of Clerk in:the
Manchester Infirmary for two years, the Managers might be disposed to give a
preference to some other gentleman whose qualifications seemed ample and com-

e i
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plete, with the view of extending the usefuluess of an Infirmary edutation over
a wider circle * A, Dr Hope expressed himself highly satisfied with the testimo-
nials the declarant had shewn him, and also with the information he had received
from Dr Henry, and also, that there was another gentleman who had made a pre-
vious application, and was considered eompetent. He did not conceive that the
opinion which Dr Hope gave him, in the friendly and condescending manner in
which he did it, to come from the Managers; but as information, which he pri-
vately communicated. Q. As Dr Hope’s memory dogs not serve him to know,
he requests the deelarant will inform him whether he apprised Dr Hope of his in-
tention of withdrawing his application in the month of June? A. He did so.
. What information had the declarant as to the rules and regulations of the
Haospital # A. He got a copy of the history and statutes of the Hespital from the
Apothecary, and he borrowed from Dr Craigie 2 copy of the regulations 1516,
which he perused. Q. Did the declaraut consider the rules there laid down as
applicable to Clerks, as falling to regulate his conduct when acting as interim
Clerk: A. He did not conceive himself obliged to adopt the regulations
concerning clerks whilst he resided in the Infirmary, because his office was only
Lemporary, a.nﬂ he was not regu'larl}r appﬂinted to that office. € In pniutuf ]
fact, did the declarant in general observe those rules? A. He did in general.
. 1%d he, in any case of the defecis or improprieties before mentioned by him,
follow the regulation No. 15, requiring, “ that upon observing any impropricty
¢ in the House, they are immediately to communicate the same to the Treasurer,
 in order that he may vither acquaint the Managers, or take such steps as he
“ may think proper for correcting the same ** A. He did not. Q. Was there
any pnﬂ'icuhr"reumn. for his not having done s0? A. He had particular reasons ;
because the irregularities appeared very great, and he thought it best to apply to
those who were higher office bearers. Q. Had he any reason. to know that irre- .
gularities existed in the Iospital before he went into it? A. From indefinite in-
formation he had ; but he cannot specify any individual from whom he received
such information.

206k Jamwary 1818:

D Witsias Beisy, residing in Edinburgh, examined, declares, That he was clinical
Clerk under Dr Home and Doctors Duncans, to the Royol Infirmary, in the course
of the years 1814, 1815, and 1816 ; and. he was also Clerk to Doctors Hamilton and
Spens once, for the period of three weeks, and another for a fortnight in the conrse of that
period. € IF he obaerved the state of the sheets in the bouse ? A, I have several times
ahserved them dinty ; two or three particular instances of which I recollect, T cannot affirm
that the generaliy of the sheets were dirty. I the Clinical Ward  poatients: for the mose
part continue a shorter time ihan in other Wards, €. Did the patients in the Clinieal Ward
complain of the dirtiness of their sheets# = A. I don't recolleet more than one instance of
complaint being made on that head. @, Did be observe the state of. sheets in other parts
of the House? A. Idid not. Q. What was the disease of the paticnt whe complained of
the sheets. A, It was a disease attended cccasionally with a copious discharge. . How
o had that patient been without having her sheets changed? A, I cannot recollect.
k. Did you make any complaint on this head? A, I spoke to the Nurse about it, but to
no other person. € Did he ohserve any oiler instance of dirty sherts 2 A Yes; [ re-
e ber two athers ; the one was the ease of 2 boy that had a :Etupn:,', and was using mereurial
frictions 3 ithe other was the ease of o [erson labouring under o pulmonary conswmplion, and
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suljject : to: very profuse: perspiration ;: but” I mmde no’ copiplaint as 1o- these dwo porsmis.
(- Do -vou know whether: the norses of eath Ward. had a sapply of sheets vinder theis

charga # A.| I may. almost speak with) certainty, that they Im.l ‘not In the years 1814 and
1515 ; and L rather think they had not'in the months of May and June 1816 which was
the lutest period T attended injthe House,, Q. Were any means used to clean the patients
when they were brought into the House in a filthy state? A, None; excepting in a few in-
stances in which the warm bath was ordered by Dir Home for that purpose; but there was
no rogular provision for that purpese in general, @ Did you observe whether any of the
putients remained in the Wards in & filthy state who were brought in in thae state 2 A. In
those cases whiere the patient was unable to clean himself, T do not recollect any instance of
their continuance in that state ; but in other cases, where they were so able, he has often

heard patients reme;'ed for np'g'lu'vﬂng to clean themselves., (). What was the state of the

biath used fur the patients * A Tt was in & reom on the greund fuor, which had no win-

dow o it, but only an opening to the external air: The room was cold and damp; the way

to'it wis throuphi & pastesd in which there was'a very Strong aurrent of air = That the bith

was. fiequentli ordered wlien it could not bé adrministered for want of water ; and even when
thiewe! wag water, /it could not always he employed from® the ' means of heating the water bes
inginadeguaie for a second or thind bath sueeessively. Q7 Whether any mesns were raken
for having tlinse patiests' washed who were unable to wash themselves? A, | havedirected
the nurses in such cages to wash'the patiént; and have no doobt that it was donel | G, Was
the nurse in-the Clinical. Ward particularly . nttentive to. the patients ¥ A The wadan,
whese name was Grant, whe was nurse wlhien first Iwas Clerk on the Mens" Clinical Ward
was v&y atsentive ; and [ had no reason to complain of the nurse on the same Ward when
I waz the second time Clerk 1o that Ward. €. Had you cecazion to observe the state of
the nurses.in other paris of the House? A. Not so much. €. Do you know whether
p_nl.ia-a"m had to wait for beds when they ought immediately to have been put to bed ¢ A. I
do. Q. What was the nature of the delay? A. In several instances where we have had
fever cases, and I have been anxious that they should be immediately put to bed, they have
been kept sitting up for four or five hours ; and in other instanees have lain down upn the
beds of ather patients : That the nurses in such cases told me, that they had applied to the
Mitron for beds, and they had not been given out: Q. Was the Hospital very much crowd-
ed in all these instances? A, Not particularly, so far as I recollect. . Do you know
whether the nurses are very much employed at the time when the patients are conveyed
from the Waiting-roors to the Wards ; and did this appear to you to be the cause of some
part of the delay? A. T am pot aware of -amy particular employment the nurses have at
that time, cxcept their attendance upon the new patients, €. Did it appear to be connect-
ed with bringing the dinner to the patients 2 A. Not at all ; as the beds for fever patients
.ugh‘i.‘bﬂ'he talker up before the dinner bell is rung ; and the nurses never stated to him that
the deliy arose {rom ﬂwirwait:ing at dinner, or from their ather ocrupations. Q. Did '}rﬂu ob=
servé-it during al the periods of your attendance; or only during one of those periods? A, Dur-
ing all 6f them, to the best of my recollection. (- Have you had sceasion to visit the Lock
Ward# A, Thave; and when supplying Dr Bigsby, as clerk to Dr Spéns, T had the care of it
€). What was the state of that ward ? A. It was very dirty. Q. Is it peculiarly difficalt
to keep ‘the Lock Ward clean? A. T think it weold require more than eommon attention.
@ Have you had occasion to observe the diet? A. 1'have never taken particular notice of
the diet, except of the fall diet, or what was erdered for convaleseent patients. Q. Did
you make any observations upon the full diet? and if so, relite them. A. I have ; and it ap-
pears to me, that the allowanee of butcher meat For full dict, was seanty, and not suficiently
sntritions, from being overboiled. €). What appeared to you the quantity that patients on
fll diet got#- A, It always appeared to me, that it was deficient in quantity ; but I have
o distinet recolléetion of e quantity ; exeept on one occasion, when the allowance for five
persons weighed altogether seven ounces five drams, apothecary’s weight: That ef these
five two had what are ealled daily bits: That he weighed them out on this oceasion at the
time it was served oo, having taken it from the nurse before being given to the patients.
That he weighed portions on several other occasions, but cannot relate the particulars; but
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an tons-of thosa other oecasions did he ever find those portions 30 small as in that sbave

specified : That one occasion he remembers the weight to have been two or three ounces fur
ecach persen ; but T do not remember whether these were daily Lits; but I usually made
these obzervations on full diet duys: That the propartions above mentiongd were all the par-
tions served out on that day in that ward, there being only five patients at that time on full
diet: That I reported to Dr Home what [have now stated us to the weight of thess pro-
portions. Q. What was the greatest weight you found in any of these portions at any time *

A. Tather more than five ounces, apothecary’s weight. Q. Whether you made any com-
plaint in consequence of this? A. Dr Home desired me to speak to the Motron about i,
which T did: Tthink this taok place either in January or May 1815, os 1 was not Clerk

in the intermediate months. () Did you observe any deficiency in this respect when you

was in the Hospital the subsequent year? A. Idid. Q. Did it appenr to you, that the

animal food was in general 8o much boiled when given to the patients, as to be less nuri-

tious than itought to have been? A, Trdid. Q. Did you ebserve the beefitea, and what

was its quality? A. On several sccasions I tasted it, and thoughe it very poor. €. Da

you know the difference between the full diet and the daily bits? A, [ do nots Q. Dhid you

ever see any table of diet? A, T never did ; although I made some enquiries on the sulb-
joct at Dr Home, who said he had some where an account of what the diet should be, bat he
could niot at that time lay his hands wpon it. Q. What did you understand the allowance

ol meat to patients on full diet to be? A I undersiood, but I do not recollect on what
authority, that the allowance {0 pubients on full diet was halla pound of meat. Q. Whether

do you understand this half pound of meat was the weight when in a raw or boiled state?
A. I had ne distinet information on this head, €. Do you know whether the pliysician has
an unlimited power toinerense  the dict of the patients? A. [ believe so. . Q. Have you
been in use ta visit other Flospitals# A. 1 never officiated in any other; but I have visited
several. @ Did you see enough of them to be able to dmw a comparison between ithem

and the Edinburgh Hospital, in peint . of cleanliness and attention to' the comlort of the
lm_iem,i! A. T did. @ The witness is desired to name the Hospitals he has visited #
A. Those of the Fever Hospital in' Dublin, the Newcastle, Birmingham, and Manchester
Infirmaries ; and [ thought the Infirmary of Edinburgh inferior to every one of them in
gleanliness and aitention to the comfonts of the patients : 1 went theough the Newenstle In<
firmary immedistely after leaving Edinburgh, and spent two or three hours there ; and was
P;,niwlurl:.r struck with the difference in point of cleanliness botwixt thiz and that of Ed-
inburgh : I never saw thiz Infirmary at any other time ; [ saw the Manchester one twice,
and the time [ occupied there on both oceasions did not exeeed two or three hours altogether -
I have visited the Birmingham one frequenily; having resided in the town for a considera-
ble time ¢ 1 hawve often seen the Fever Huspital i Dublin, having resided “in” Duhlin: forr
BOME YEars,

e

Dr Avexaxnen Tweepig, surgeon in Edinllurglr, examined : Was Clerk in the Edins
burgh Infirmary For two years and three months, previous to December 1816, I was first
twa months Clerk to Dir Spens, then three months Clerk to Dr Home in the clinical ward,
then ahout eight manths Clerk to Mr Law, and then for about twe months to Mr Giltespic,
and latterly, for about fourteen months to De Hamilton 3 I lived about two years of that
pericd in the Elouse. G Did you ever observe any patient without sheets P A Frequent-
ly. Q. How long did they remain so # A, For several days, and frequently for weeks in
cases in the locked ward.. Q. 1Did you ever ohserve ihe sheets filthy ¢ A T obeerved them
frequently in a wery dirty, preasy state. (). Did this dirtiness appear to proceed from their
not being frequently washed, or from being improperly washed ¢ A, From buth eauses.
Q. Can you state from personal observation, how long they have remained uwochange

H
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A. There being ne.specific rule i the Hauze to this effuct, T cannot from personal observa-
tion mention any patticular time. @ How long, in particular instances, inclepemdent of
general roles ; can you state of the sheets of patients remained unchanged ? A, I have
Lnown them unchanged for five or six weeks in the Surgical Ward ; and in those cases
from the nawee of the discase, the sheets would require o be changzed frequently. Q. Did
you ever complain 1o auy person of the sheets being dirty, or not properly changed # A. In
several instances, Loth to the Matron and the medical officers under whom [ acted, (55
Did you complain to any other persons 2 A, I.did not. . What attention was paid to
these complaints by the Maton, or by the medical officers ? A, In some cases they were
rectified, but in general considerable delay was experienced. Q. What was the cause of
this delay # A. Upon enquiring at the Matron, she told me that it was in the first place
fram a scanty supply of sheets ; and in the second, from their not being regalarly brought.
from the washing. Q. What was the state of the blankets ? A. In general they were not
st much to be complained of as that of the sheets. Q. Have you observed themin a filthy-
state 2 A. I bhave ; but those instances were chicly accidental. Q. Did it appear to you that
the cure of the patient was retarded by the want of cleanliness ? A. Yes ; and in this he par-
ticularly alludes to the Lock Ward. @ Is it & matter of difficulty to keep the Lock Ward.
clean? A. He thinks not, from what'he has seen in other hospitals. ). What other Hos-
pital le alludes to? A, The Lock Hospital in London. Q. Did it appear to you that
there was any matesial difference between the state of the Lock Wards of the Edinburgh,.
and that of Wards in the Lock Hospital in London ? A. Very material ; I have twice visited
the Lock Hospital in London, and on those occasions I did not abserve any of the Wards.
in that Hospital so dirty as the Lock Ward in Edinburgh. . Do you know whether the,
nurses of each Ward had a supply of spare sheets under their charge ? A. 1 have seen.
sheets in the presses, but I'do not know whether they were spare sheets or not ; when fresh-
sheets were ordered, the order had always to be made to the Matron ; and this order had.
frequently o be repeated before it was complied with : That such orders were all in writ-,
ing. 0, Was this erder inserted ina book, or merely put upen a slip of paper? A The,
usual medium for such onders was by insértion in the night book ; at other times, by &,
marking on a slip of paper sent 10 the Matron direct ;) That these night books, not be-
ing records of cases, were either lost or destroyed.—And the preceding pare of the declarntion.
being read over, the wilness  desires to rectily that part of his declaration, which mens.
tiong, that the sheets were not changed for five or six weeks in the Surgical Ward; as
the declarant mexnt o apply that stetement to the Lock Ward :  And farther mentionz,
that in the Lock Ward instances occurred, where patients remamined without sheets .
the whole time they were in the Lock Ward : That the present nurse in the Lock,
ward, was also nurse at that time, to the best of his knowledge: That during the latter pes
rioal of his being in the Hospital, he was Clerk to the Lock Ward for upwards of nine munt.h&ﬁ
Q. Was there any bason or night steol in the Lock Ward#  Answers, There was no night
stool in the Lock Ward so far as he ohserved ; and there was one hason under the charge of -

the nurse, which was both used by the Direscers and Clerk ; and does not knew whether the .

patients were excluded from the use of it or not. Q). Have the patients in the Lock Ward-
the use of the water-closet # - Answers, There was no water-closet for females at that time ;
and such patients were not allowed to leave the ward without an order from the Clerk who
had the charge of the ward. €. Has the Clerk the chiel management of the Lock Ward &7
A. He had, while the declarant was there ; theugh nominally under the charge of the Phy-
sician. ). What means did he employ to get a change of sheate? A, By an order sent to-
the Matron : And when this was not complied with, by reporting the state of the ward to
the Physician. (. Were patients ever removed from the Lock Ward 1o other parts of the
House?  A. When the states of sores required a better ventilated situation, or when theic
general health required, it they were removed to other wards. €. What effect was their re-
moval attended with? A, That the state of their sores, and their general health was much.
improved, €. Was the ventilation in the Lock Ward sufficient 2 A. That it was not ;
but it was chiefly owing to the paticats themselves, by shutting. the windows when they
were ordered to be kept open, and from the damp_ situation of the room. Q. How often

i - it
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deas the Physician usually visit the Lock Ward? A, Oaly when requested by the Clirk
who has charge of it at the time, €3 Do you know i there was may n-prer:r:nt.ﬂli:rl: madde
to the Managers about the atace of the Lack Ward., A. That he does not know il thers
wils any scpamate rep;esentntinn to the Managers, nor 1o the best of hiz knowledge, did the
Manegers visit the ward when the declarant had the charge of it. € Wha: was the genc-
ral representations made about the state of the House to waich he refors# A, That he
alludes to representations made to the state of the House generally by Mr Law; aud in
which he understood D Spens concurred 3 in consequence of which, additional sheets wers
procured to the House as well ng bedding. € Can he tell when this change happened 2
A, That be thinks it was in 18158 . Ldid he make representations o Dr Hamilton on
the subject? AL That he did ; after which Dy Hamilton visited the ward along with the de-
clarnt ; and as far as he recollects, Dr Spens accompanied them €. Did you take
pains to rectify the state of the Lock Ward when you had charge of it? A That he cer-
ainly did. €. When b saw paticnts without sheets, did-he make repeated application il
they were supplied ? A. That he made vepeated applications for them ; but they were not
in every instance supplied. Q.. Have you ever seen damp sheets in the ward on heds #
A. That he has. €). Did this occur frequently # A, That it did not. €. Did you ever
abserve vermin on the beds, or upon the persons of the patients P A. That he has, on
bath the beds and patients. Q. Did he ever observe this in any partienlar ward AL Tl
it was not confined to any particular ward ; and it was chiefly on old patients. (). What
specics of vermin were they 2 A. The vermin he alludes to were chiclly lice. Q. Iid patients
ever complain to you on that subject? A, That it chiefly attracted the attention of the
nurses ; and the patients did not complain of it 1o the declarant 2 Q. Does he know if
the patients eame into the House with the vermin upon them? A, That they frequently
did. Q. Had you oceasion to ohserve that means were taken to free the beds from vers
min, where former patients had them? A, That means were generally used to free the
patients from wermin, and these means were gencrally effectual ; but he does not know as
to the bads, after the beds were removed from the wards. . Were any regular means
taken 1o wash or clean the patients when they came into the House 2 A. That no regular
means were taken, unbess the patients were in a state of extreme filthiness, ). What were
the means then ased 2 AL Chiely washing the patients, and supplying them with a shirt
or shith; and their face, hands, and feet, were wsually woashed by the nurse ; and i very
filthy, they were frequently ordercd to be put inte @ warm bath; and that this was done

before they were put to bed P € Was this done usually in the House, or did it require
an order from one of the Medical Attendants ?

A. That it required a special order from
one of the Medical Attendants in the House,

) Are there many cases in which it would
be injurious, from the nature of the dizeaze, or unncoessary, to hove the patients cleaned or
washed when they are admitied inte the House?  A: That from the class of patients ad-
mitted, it would be selidom unnecessary, and he believes never injurious. (). Might it not
be injurious in particular cases ; such®as cases of fever, or cases of inflammation, and acci-
dents, such as fractures ? A, That his former anseers applied to the peneral case of pa-
tients ; butl that particular cases might orear, in which it might be injurions to the paticnts
to have them immediotely cleaned : And the witness adds, that it is the practice of other
Hospitals to make it o general rule, that potients should be cleaned upon admission ; and
Be believes it is attended with good effect. ) Does he understand it 10 be a general rule
in other Hospitals, that the patients are cleaned on admission, without consulting the me=
dieal officers on each particular cose as to the propriety of having them eleancd or washed #
A. That he understands it iz ; and he alledes 1o that of Neweastle which he visited, and
mlj’ from report that of Manchester. €. When he was in the House, did he ever observe
paticnts have the iwh while they were under the progress of care for other diseases?
A. That patients admitted for the cure of ether deseases, have becone affected with fich,
when at their admission they did not complain of their labouring under any cutancous af-
fection. €. Did they state ta you whether they had it when they came inte the house
or that they had pot it in the house.  A. That they denied o the declarant that ﬂlcjl' Wl
affected with it on their admigsion, Q. Did it appear to you that this deniul was true, or that
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they had it previcusy ond conwraled 31 A. That ke cannot charge his memory with ‘per-
ticular investigations on this puint; but has frequently witnessed the fuct of their hecominy
alfected with itch during the time they remained in the house for the cure of other ‘diseases,
Q. Do patients, occasionally come, into the house for the care of the itch itself, AL That
they do occasionally, but oot frequemtly. . Q. Are particular pains takento’ prevent the
spreading of the distase as soan as it is discovered inthe Hospital, © A, That there are.
(3. Do you recollect in what wards the patients were, to whom the declarent has referred (o
ng having become affected with the itch, in the progress of cure from other 'diseases. A,
That he has geen it eccur barh in the Sorgical Ward and other wards of the hovse. €. Can
vor mention any particelar instances, A, That be cannot give any particolar ense, nat
having takien nny rotes of it at the time.. €. Are shirts regularly ziven to those paticnts
who need them. A, That tl‘lt'jr are given when required, to be used during the time they
remain in the house. (). Are those shirts supplied by the Matron, on a requisition by the
Clerks, or by the Physician? #A. That they are supplied when a written drder is sent to the
Matron. €. When a patient has no friends in Edinburgh, or money to pay for washing,
how are his bady-linen washed # A. That he does not know. ). Are flannel ‘shirts issoed
to the patients on a requisition by the Medical Oficers when they think the ease requires it?
A. That ke never knew such a requisition made ; but Le belives, if any thing of that sart
were ordercal, it would be procured ——{). What was the state of the baths for patients# AL
During the time I remained in the house, there was one bath situated at the east-end of
the house, which was expressly appropriated for the accommodation of male and female
patients ; and in some of the wards I believe the Surgical slipper baths were employed when
the etate of the patients prevented their removal from the ward : That it was used as a hot
bath, but considerable inconvenience was experienced from several patients being ordered
the use of the warm bath at one {ime, 8o that one patient was obliged te’ wait till another
had employed it ; and in general it wae properly supplied with water, although at’ timés
there was & dificully experienced in getting water from a gearcity in that part of the town.
(). Had you oceasion to ohserve any delay in procuring beds for patients that enme into the
Lowse ? A, T have. . From what cause did this delay arise ® A. From the number of ad-
missions upon particular days, and from pressure of business in the department of the Mu.
trom. €. Did it appear to you that the beds might hive been furnished sedner in most in-
stances where these delays took place ? A, I cannot judge ; but I have heard frequent com-
plaints from fever patients, and those labouring under acute diseases, and frequently in cases
of accidents, of the inconvenience they felt by not being put to bed immediately on admis-
sion. €. Whether there were beds and bedding kept ready at the Hospital for the admis-'
sion of Patients when the Hospital was not particolarly erowded, and whether there was
not also a bed kept in the Surgical Ward in cases of ageidents® A. There  were no spare
bheds kept jn general in the Medical Wards for the reception of patients after the hour of
visit ; but when the crowded siate of the Surgical Wards did not prevent it, there waz in
seneral a spare bed reserved in case of accidents. (). How long have you known patients
wait for want of beds? A. I have known fever patients remain without beds from one to
three hours after they were admitted into the wards; but this did not generally occur.
Q. What was the state of the nurses when you were in the house? A. In particular wards I
have had sccasion to be satished, as far as 1 observed, with the gl."hel‘ﬂ conduct of the
nurses ; but with ether nurses 1 had frequently cocasion to remark impropriety of conduct.
. OF what nature were these complaints 2 A. Intoxication, and want of attention’ in
giving the Patients their medicines as prescribed, when received from the Apothecary.
Q. Did you chserve any instances of harskness in the Nurses? Ao 1 have heard such
compluints from the Patients ; but these were rare, and I never witnessed such harshness. |
Q. Did you ever complain to the Matron of the Nurses? A. Freguently; but such com=
plaints were only attended to in some instances. (). Can you speeily any particular in.
stance where they were not attended tof - A. I do not in general remember the namesd of
the Nurses ; bot I recollect, while acting unider Mr Law, that one Nursé named Thomson
was veguired by the Surgeons to be dismissed ; which was complied with at the time } but
sl was, after an absence of several weeks, reinstated by the Matron (o the sitvarion’ ﬂrhlg';!lt
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aurse i a different ward, and now occupics the situation of day murse in one of the Medical
wards: That there are several other instances which I recollect the circumstanees of, though
L cannot remember the names of thie nurses: That it was a matter of frequent complaint
with the Physicians and Surgeons ; but the Matron, considering the appointment and dis-
inissal of the nurses as her ]m!rﬂ'gﬁﬁwr such mehi“u were in many instances not ats
tended to: That the answer made by the Matron was, that she could not. get better nurses;
And the declarant being desired to specify who were the nurses whom he has alloded to,
as being satished with? A [ will give a list of them, if desired ; but I cannot specify
their names at present. Q.. Had you ocension to observe the dict of the Patientz?* A, 1
had daily opportunity of ebserving the dilfercnt diets of the Patients. Q. What was the state
of the porridge, as far as you ohserved P A, Tt was in generalin quantity, so far as T cone
ceived, by no means suflicient for a convalescent Patient, and often appesred to me too thin ;
in some instances so thin as to resemble thick gruel. 1 judged of the quantity from its ap.
pearance in the dish. Q. Do you think that each patient had a mutchkin of por
ridge in the instouees you obiserved 3 or Dad you. any means of nsmrlm'uing the quan=
tity? A I had no means of ascertainiog the quantity ; but the engs appeared in general
half full: I never. heard any complainta of the quality of the meal. Q. Did you
gver see any table of diet, specifying the quantity of the diet allowed each Patient? A, T
never could proeure such table upon application to the Matron or Apathecary. Q. What
was the quantity and quality of the milk? A. The quality of the milk was in gencral:
good, and. the quantity seemed to be sufficient for the allowance of ‘porridge.  The Patients
in general have their choice of bread or porridge for supper; but I cannot speak with cer-
winty as to breakfast : That when the Patients took bread at breakfiast, they did not ap-
pear to have a safficiency of milky; and I had several complaints from the Patients whe
took bread, that they had not a sufficiency, although such were comparativley rare: That this
applies to convalescent patients. Q. Did it appear to- you that the quantity of meat given
10 Patients on full diet was sullicient? Ao I heard frequent complainis from convalescent
Tatients, that the quantity of animal food allowed them was insufficient, Q. Did you
ever accertain the quantity, in consequence of these complaints?2 A, Ouly in two ine
smm:é, in which the deficiency attracted my particular attention ; the one, o far as my
memory serves me, weighed under an ounce ; and the other abont an ounce and & quarter:
These portions of animal food T preserved, and laid before the Surgeons at the next visit,
and these portions belonged to Patients in the Men's Surgical ward: 1 alterwards had «
conversation with Dr Davidson and Mr Andrew Wood, two of the Managers, on the sul-
ject of diet in general, in which I mentioned these two instances ; and for some time after
this there was certainly an improvement in the quantity of animal food allowed cach Patiend.
Q. Were these portions an evernge specimen? A, They were not. €. Did you sec these
partions brought into the ward # T did not ; but got them from the Patients in presence
of the nurse.  €). Do you know whether these portions were daily bits, or full diet allow-
ance? A. I am not certain ; but allow they may bave been what are ealled daily bits,
Q. Is there a difference between duily bits and full diet? A. Dunderstand there is ; but
from the want of tables of diet [ cannot speak with certainty as to this difference. ). What
wag the average quantity of ment the patients got on full diet? A. I conmot speak with
certainty as to the number of ounces which it might average; Lut it appeared Lo me
ereatly deficient : and I know, that in the Surgical wards in particular, beel stcaks from
half » pound w a pound, were frequently ordered for particular patients :- And I may also
siate, that when the situation of patienis required it, any article whiclh would have con-
tributed to promote their recovery, even amounting:o luxury, was, if ordered by the Me-
dical persons, furnished ; and the Medical attendants had full power to increase in any in-
dividunl case the allowance of the patient: And I may forther state, that when representa-
tions were at any time made on the subject of diet to the Managers, a visible improves
ment followed ; but that was in general only temporary. ). Whether beef steaks were
more frequently ordered than . they would olbierwise have been, in consequence of the
full diet being insufficient for convalescing Patienis & Al I conceive that they were? (). Do
Surgical Patienta require in gencral a fuller dict than other Patients? AL In my opinion
they do; but the dict in Surgical eases should always be regulated by the attending Surgesn.
3, Were there any plates; knives, forks, and spoons furnished to the patients # A, There
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were neither, to the best of my knowledge, plates, knives and furks, or spoons, furnished
to the patients. @ Do you know whether all or any of these articles are furnished to pa-
tients in other hospitals 2 A. I do not know. Q. Do the patients’ friends generally bring
those articles  A. In general they do. Q. Have you known instances of food being brought
in to the patients? A, T have frequently detected it ; and I have known nurses purchase
different articles of food for the patients without the sanction of the medical attendants oe
clerks. Q. Have you known any instances of money being extorted from the patients »
A, I bave, by the nurses and porters.  The patients aequainted me of the fact, and T men-
tioned it to the medical attendants, who communicated the same to the managers by whom
it was redressed. I remember in one case a nurse being dismisssd by the Managers for
this fanlt: That the porters were reprimanded, and undeérstood were not dismissed in con-
sequence of their long services; and I know no instance of their having done so after this.
@ When any thing improper came to your knowledge in any of the matters before de-
clared to, did you report ic to the medical officers under whom yoo were at the time:?
A, T did eo in general. (). Did you receive the rezolations printed in 1816, and at what
time# A. I did, before I left the Hospital, T think about three months: That there were
no printed rules previous to these last, except what were in the stamtes, Q. Were the re-
gulations 1816 put into the hands of the clerks in onder 10 be rules for their conduct #
A. They were so received. (). Were they observed# A. T can only speak for myself,
and I epdeayoured to observe them. Did you see the Treasurer often in the house #
A. T saw him frequently ; but chicfly on the days in which the Managers held their month-
ly meetings. Q. Did you observe the state of the diet on particular days, or of the wards,
different from what it was on other days ¥ A. On these days on which it was understood
the Managers were to meet, it cortainly appeared to me that the state of the Hespital in
general was materially improved ; but | cannot speak as to the diet of the patients.
Q. Have you had occasion to observe other hospitals 2 A. 1 have been frequently in the
Neweastle Hospital, and have visited some of the principal hospitals in London. Q. Did
the state of the Infirmary, in point of cleanliness and attention to the comforts of the pa=
tients, appear to you superior or inferior 10 these hospitals? A, The domestic arrange-
ment of hospitals T have visited certainly appeared to me superior to that of the Infirmary
here : but I coneeive that the attention which the patients veceived from the medical and

surgical attendants in these hospitals was far inferior to what [ had so frequently an oppor- -

tunity of witnessing at the Edinburgh Infirmary. €. How do yon judge of the domestic
arrangements of these hospitals* A, From the peneral appearance of the wards, and of
the persons of the patients, and from the tables of diet, and other regulations which T saw
in these hospitals. Q. How the complaints that were made by the clerks were treated by
the Matron?  A. In some instances the complaints were rectified, and in others T had occa-
sion to believe that they were attributed toa disposition on the part of the clerks to find faolt
with the domestic cconomy of the house. €} On what was this belief founded ? A, T have
heard it expressed by the Matron ; and she expressed thiz when at table, and on other occa-
sions. 1 have also heard her say, that any complaints sharply expressed in the order-hook
wore shewn to the Treasurer. ). Was the Matron in any respect neglectful of the coma
foirt of the clerks? A, So far as I was concerned, I cannot say that T experienced particu-
lar want of comfort on her part: That the treatment of the clerks depended in some meas
sure on the terms on which they were with the Matron. €. Did it appear to you that the
complaints made by the clerks, relative to matters occurring in the domestic management
of the Hospital, affected the conduct of the Matron towards them? A. In many instane
ces T lind occasion to observe it did. Q. Did you leave the house on good terms with the
Matron 2 A. I did, and have since wvisited her. - Had vou any personal differences
with the Mutron while in the house, A, T certainly had oecasional differcnees relative o
the domestic management of the house ; but they were not of a personal nature. €. Did
the condect of the Matron in these respects make it pnpleasant to you to complain of what
you saw amiss in the domestic arrangement of the house? A, It certainly did. Q. The
witness having said, that subsequent to the rules 1816 being put into his hands, he endes-
voured to observe the same; did you observe the regulation respecting clerks; No. 15, requir-
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ing them, on beerving any impropricty in the house, immediately to communicate the same
to the Treasvrer A, I did not know the existence of such a rule till a short time before
I left tlee Hospital ; and I do not recellect that any circumstance occurred which required
any complaint being made to the Treasurer subsequent thereto. €. Will the instances of
patients being affected with itch subsequent to admission appear in any vecord, and in
what* A. I cannot give reference to the eases in point: That if it did not form a pros
minent feature of the diseazse for which the patient was under treatment, it was probably noi
v ecorded in the case of the patient.

23d Jaruary 1818,

Mz Jane Moxtaoumeny, Matron of the Infirmary, cxamined, declares, That she has
heen Matron of the Royal Infirmary since October 1813 : That she has the charge of cer-
tain books, which she now produces ; and she has no reason to suppese there is any inac-
curacy in them, @ To what cause the variation in the quantity el the daily articles of
provision, which appears from the books now produced, is to be aseribed A, To the va-
riety in the number of patients. Q. What quantity of meal is allowed for a mess of porridge
to each patient on ordinary allowance? Al I cannot precisely say ; the porridge is made
E“'""I' and a mutchkin is served to each patient. ). Interrogated more particularly. A. As
pearly as I can say, four stones of meal is allowed for from 108 to 112 patients daily ; and
it has always been nearly in the same proportion. Q. Are there any general tables of diet?
A. None such were ever handed to me. Mrs Hume, the preeeding Matron, aequainted me
with the rules which she cbserved, and these I followed. (). Do you know of any book or
revord, or document, in which these rules were written? A, 1 do not. €). Had you oecasion
to see Mrs Hume, the preceding Matran, frequently, before you took the charge? A, Ieame
o the House on a Wednesday, and Mrs Hume remained till the Monday following : That
during this time Mrz Home continued to manage the Houose, and I zaw how this was done.
). Whether, upon the Tth of January, when enquiries were made by some of the individua;
members of the Committes, relative to the quantity of meal used in the poreidge, she stated,
in answer to repeated questions on the subject, that the allowance of meal given was at the
rate of a pound of meal to every three portions of porridge? A, My general impression at
that time was, that a pound of meal would form the proper quantity for an allowance for
" three persons ; 1 afierwards made an experiment on & small scale, and found that a peund
of meal did form such allowance ; but upon making it upon a larger seale, I found that not
quite so much meal was necessary : Before this L never had made any experiment to ascere
tain the quantity of meal requisite. € Has the cat meal gencrally been of ngmd quality #
A. Universally. @, Does the oat meal entered comprehend what iz uzed for water groel,
A. It does. Q. From whom is the meal got* A. It has been always furnished by Mr Mut-
ter, Lasswade: The best meal is ordered, and it is paid for at the market price of the day.
). What quantity of milk is allowed for each patient 2 A. Three glls for breakfast, and
the same quantity for supper. €, Whether the quantity of milk varies ageording ta the
mimber of patients in the House? A. We take in 58 Scoteh pints of milk daily ; and when
this proves insufficient, it is made up by beer. @ How dees the distribution teke place
when there is a deficiency # A. Those on milk diet are first supplied ; and the remainder is
divided among the rest in such a way, s5 that those for whom there is not milk in the
TROTTRE, shall have it in the evening ; and I have never found any searcity in this mode
of distribution. €). Do any person in the House receive milk besides the patients# A, The
only other persons supplied with milk are the Clerks and Apothecaries, and the declarant
hersell; the nurses get none, G How is the milk got * AL It is pot from three persons,
whao have supplied the House wll the year round since ever I waz there ; and I have always
found the guality unexceptionubly gr:oml : That the |rl'it¢ paid for it is 4d. & Scotch pint in
winter, and 234, in summer, @ What proportion of beer is allowed to patients, A, Three

Sec hir Book.
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gills is the ordinary allowance in the morning. and the same quantity in the cvening. ). How
much is allowed to the nurses. A. A Scotch pint daily exch ; and in general the number is 1-
bout 24 ; there are four men who get the same allowance of beer, ) Is there more than one
Kind of beer used in thehouse? As A small cask of table bear s got from time totime for tha
Clerks” table, the rest iz all one kind of beer s The beer for the Clerks' tafile s not entered
in the general consumpt book, but in a small book kept by me, now on the table. €. How
ie the beer furnished? A, The beer comes in daly, smd is fornished by Mr Campbell,
brewer, Cowgate, and by Mr Dick, ﬂlﬂﬂltrlmn's close ; these brewers supplying the beer
day about ; and sometimes beer is got from both on the same day : That the general quali-
ty of the beer is good. Q. What is the quantity of bread allowed to each patient on full
diet? A. The bread is baked into loaves-of 21 ounces each, and these are cut inte four
equal portions, and ene of these portions is allowed a patient at each diet wien bread is
taken, Ewcry patient is allowed three diets ﬂuilf; amd they have itin their choice to ta}:e
either poerridge, or bread and milk, or bread and beer at breakfast and supper. €. What
quaniity is allowed to Clerks, nurses, and porters? A, There is no fixed allowance for
the Clerks ; the ordinary Nurses have each a quartern Ioaf and ashalf, and a 21 loaf escl
Monday, being their weckly allowance ; extra nurses have a 21 ounee Imfduily. as haye
also the three women employed about the kitchen : That of late there has also been from
two to three laundry maids daily employed, who get a similar allowance: The porters hava
three quartern loaves weekly each. ). Whe fumishes (he bread 7 A. It is furnished by .
Mr Aikman, Mr Hunter, and Mr Murray, each of them supplying the house week about :
I have never had occasion to find Gult with the quality of the bread, and lave heard ne
eomplaints : The bread'is the finest wheaten bread that is made in Edinburgh. €. Whae
quantity of meat iz allowed for broth# A. It depends upon the orders of the medieal
gentlemen, and the number of patients: There are three coppers, the one of these is for
the genenal run of paticnts, another for beef-tea, and the third for table broth, being for
the Clerk’s table, or for such patients as this broth may be ordered for, Q. By what is
the quentity of meat put into the copper for the patients regulated > A. For every pa-
tient on full diet days, half @ pound of raw meat, dutch weight, is put into the three cop-
pers ; and il there are few patients on full diet, n joint of meat boiled for the Clerk's tble
and the shopmen is added : That this addition may be made to it about onee o week ; and
the purpose of this is ta make the broth beiter on these days. ) Does the portion com-
prehiend ' skin, and bone, and fat? A, The large bones are removed before weighing ; and
the pieces ordered are such as have as little bone as possible; and these pieces were geners
ally flanks and feshy pieces: The full diet days are Mondays, Thursdays, and Saturdays;
Q. What praportion of barley and wezetalifes is put into the Broth? A. Ten pounds of
barley, two and a-Half of groats, twe pecks of potatees, with greens, swedish tumips and
leeks, to a boiler which holds G0 mallons as she thinks. €. Hawve thess always bren the
proportions ! A. They have been nearly so, as far as she ceuld make it; but since the-
house has been very full, and about three or foor months ago, two pecks of potatoes were
substituted for two and a-half pound of groats ; the same proportion of barley has been
used as neu.rl:,r as I could make it. ). Do the nurses and servanis and’ men-servants get
broth from the patients” copper® A, They do. . Docs the barley enteved in the con-
sumpt-book include the barley used for the table broth # A, What is used'in this way, iz
taken from the gimel, without being entered in any book. €. Is the meat used for the
table broth entered in the consumpt-book? A. It is. I there any other meat than
beef used? A, Yes; beef, mutton, andlamb ; and these are all entered under the head of
beef: When pork is furnished by special onder, it is entered separately ; as are also fowls,
or any other article ordered by the Medical Gentlemen. Beef is the erdinary article vsed
for patients. Q. Do the entries comprehend the beef given to the nurses; and what quane
tity do they receive? A. They do; and the quantity ‘of beef allowed to the nurses,
is three pounds of beel raw each, per week, which is boiled in the patients’ copper: The
men-servants have a similar allowance. €. What is the diet of 2 patient on full diee for
ench day of the week ! A. The breakfast and supper have been already mentioned, and
ure the same for patients, whether on full or half diet. - The full diet dinner on Monday,
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comsists of a chopin of broth, and hall a-pound of meat, weighed when vaw, and the before
ﬁﬂ.w quantity of bread. On Tuesday the same quantity of broth and bread, but oo
meat. Wednesday the same as Tuesday—Thursday the same as Monday—Friday the
came as Tuesday—Saturday the same as Monday, and Sunday the same as Tuesday-
). From what is the broth made upon half-diet days* A, From the meat allowed to the
nurses and servants, which is only boiled on those days: That soldiers and sailors on full-diet
are allowed a pound of beef each, instead of hall that quantity allowed to other patients;
and this beef is boiled on the days mentioned in the question: That on Tuesdays, an ad-
dition of ome cow head into the paticnts’ copper is allowed ; and from these sources the
brath on half-diet days, is in general better than on full.  Potatoe soup has, within these three
years been introduced instead of broth, the quantity of meat being the same: The quantity of
potatoes that is put into the patieats’ eopper is half a boll. @, Whether there is any Look
which shews the number of soldiers and sailovs, and patients on full diet in the House? A,
They are all entered in the diet-book: And the way in which the number of allowances to
be provided is ascertained, is Ly the nurses of the ward reporting daily the nomber of sol-
{liers and sailoes, and persons on full diet in the respective wards. . How is the meat
divided? A. Tt is boiled in large pieces, and the witness stands over the cook while she
cuts it into the proper portions es nearly as her judgment can enable her.  Was the beef
to be eat in portions before Loiling, it would spoil the meat. (). Is any given gquans
tity of meat put in for beef-tea. A. Wo: The beef-tea is made from large pieces of meat,
which do net andergo longer boiling than the other beef furnished to the patent, whereof
it forms a part. €. What do you understand by a daily bit; and what is the quantity
thereal® Al T never understoad the precise quantity of such o bit: That it meant just a
little Lit of meat every day : Butof late, (by which she means for about these last two years),
she has given, under this name, nearly the allowance of full dier. When I first became
Matron, 1 did not give quite so. much. & What is the diet for patients on half-dier A,
The same as full diet, with the exception that no meat is allowed. . Boes the diet-bool:
mention other articles fornished to the patients besides their ordinary diet? A, It does;
and it is the uniform practice to supply patients with every ariicle, cither of meat or of
drink, that may be ordered by the Medical Gentlemen, including porter, spirits, and wine:
‘Chat the wing iz furnizhed by Bell and Rennie, who have furmizhed wine since ever [ came
tothe House: I give the order for the wine when wanted, and deliver it over, a dozen at a
time, to the Apothecary, who distributes it to the patients.  Witness now. produces a bool,
shewing, that the quantity got into the House in the course of the yeur 1815, amounting
to 132 doren ; in 1816, 72 dozen ; and in 1817, 96 dozen : That in the present year, there
has been an order given for 24 dozen on the 8th January ; at which time it appears from
the consumpt-book, that she had only on hand one dozen: That she gave this order with-
out any communication with the Treasuver, as she always does so: That the Apothecary
takes in the porter and spirits. The whole wine received by her is delivered over to the
Apothecary in dozens, as appears from ihe consumpt-book : That it also appears from this
book, that 24 dozen at a time is the quantity usually ordered ¢ Q. How is the porridge and
Lroth measured to the patients? A. By means of the laddle, which contains the precise
quantity. €. Does the witness know the size of the cogs? A, She now produces four
copgs of the size of these in which the broth or porridge is served out, and two of a smaller
size, being that in which the milk and beer iz contained. Q. How does the witness as-
ceriain the number of patients w be provided for with diet? A, Lines are handed
to the wilness daily, shewing the number of patients received and dismissed, by _
which means the witness knows all the patients in the House ; and there are sometimes
crrors in the lines which are handed to her ; and the witness therefore applies to the nurses
to know the patients admitied or dismissed from their respective wards. ). Has there in
any case been a short coming of broth to serve ihe patients. A, She does not recolleet in
any case of having heard any complaint on that score. €. What number of pertions of
Lroth were jasned yesterday. A, It will appear from the book an allewance of broth is
made to cvery patient in every ward ; thise on milk diet, or receiving table lvoth, are de-

ducted in serving it out to the purses, €. IT I understand you right, the number of pa-
K
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tients yesterday being 262, there were that number of portions of broth given out, with the
excepion of such patients who 'were upon milk diét, or who received table broth, and in the
same way on any other given day entered in the book. A. This may not be quite correct,
innsmuch as patients dismissed are allowed the dinner afier being discharged, and those
that come in, in like manner, reecive dinner, though ot entered in this beok ; which cir-
cumstance may lead to s greater consumption, Q. Can you state what was the number of
patients yesterday on milk diet, or who reeeived table Lroth, or what has been the average
number of such patients lately. A. T cannot cxactly ascertain this ; but I will send a note
to-morrow of the number which will then appear: The Books by the medical persons shew
who are upon milk diet, and who arc not. Q. How many persons received broth vester-
day, besides the 262 patients. A. 41 persons. Q. How much table broth is vsually made.
A, She never measured the pot., (). Was the broth distributed as vsual yesterdiy, and
for some time past. A. It was distributed as nearly as possible the same way. . Whether
the broth has been differently measured ont lately by ladles, instead of pitchers. A, It was
formerly by pitchers, in which way somewhat less was given to the patients in fever wards,
and consequently somewhat more to those in the other wards ; but in consequence of some
complaints by the patients as 1o the quantity received by them, the precise portion has of
late been measured out to each ; and since then, some of them have complained, ns they
Lad not got =0 much as before ; and now the same quantity goes to fever wards n3 to ‘others.
@ Did the nurse of the Men's Surgeons Ward receive the number of portions of broth, cor=
responding to the number of patients on Saturdsy last. A, She did. @. Did you re-
ceive wny complaint of there being a deficiency in the Mens Sairg-enn.s Ward  that
day. ' A 1 did. @ Who made that complaint.  A. Mr Wigham. €. Wil yuu
state: what paseed  on this cccasion. © A. As near as T can  recollect, Mr Wig.
Liam come down siairs with a pitcher, with two allowances of broth, which he siated
to me was short of the measere allowed for the patients in that ward for ‘that day. My
Wiglam supposed, that the meazare given froni Lhe copper had 'not Lieex exuctly correct :
That measure was tried and found to be correct. Mr Wigham then stated, that perhaps the
mensure in the ward did ooy correspond with that, . It was produced and ‘tried, and Foiind
to corvespond with the one in the kitchen, Ity was then 1o/ be explained hew ihe deliciency
prose 3 Mr Wig]:nm was in the wand and! sawithe broth served 'out ; some of the cogs seemed
1o have less than ethers by the measure given.  The patients éxpressed o wish to take a
little more ; and upon examining the norzes, 1 found stated to me, that Mr Wigham had de-
sired them to have a little more ; and that they should zo to the Matren and ask for a little
more to make up the deficieney, which T hed not to give, the broth being all served ont.
One patient and two norses were short of broth that day by that means. " Mr Wigham
went up stairs, as. I was informed, and zave the patient sispence for his deficiency of broth,
and laid a shilling upen the hanker for the 1wo nurses, 2z was underslood. Q. Did Mr
Wigham, when he first complained of the deficiency’ of Droth to you, inform you'that he
had ordered the norses to give more broth than the sllowance to any of the patients ?
A. He did not. €. Whether, before Mr Wigham had brought down the measure, e liad
not applied for it fo you, anid carrigd it up sirs. A, He'llad. Q. Did the witness re-
ceive any letter from Me Wigham. A, 1 did; and now prodoce the same, 6. How of-
ten is the meat brought into the House.  A. Three times a-weck ; Tuesdays, Thursdays,

and Satardays, and iz furnizhed by Mr Bennet and Mre Angus week alioue; but she does
not pay for it, end does not know the peice. ). How is the dizner served up to the pa.
tients. . A. Until about n fortnight age, those that have boiled meat the meat went ep
apon & tray separately from the broth, which went up first ; from which cach patient re-
ceived their allowanece, sl the bread followad ; bt Jatterly, the meat is put into the coz in

presence of the patient, and the broth, which is previously sent up, is poured over the mea,

o as 1o Keep it hot. . € Ase the patients allowed' plates, or knives and forks, or gpoons.

A, 1 do not understand what they are allowed by the House, ' ). Are there inventories of
the articles in the Housc? A, In general there are. ). Are they gone over regulirly

once a-year. A, As near as [ can say they are ; bt amidst the varions avesations this may
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ot always be done. Q. Have you any written regulations for your conduct, besides those
contained in the swatutes, A, I have none. Q. Do you act under those of the statutes.
A, Asnear as [ ean. Q. Do the inventories state the number of sheets in the House ?
4. They do not ; and she eonsiders this impassible, from the constant  changing of them ;
and there are no books that shew the quantity in any given time; but the cloth-book
shews the date and quantity of eloth got in. €. Do you keep & steck of shirts and shifis
for the use of such patients as may need them# A. I keep o fow of each. Q. Do you
keep any Aannel shirts or jockets? A, Ikeepa few. €. When a patient is without money
or friends, how do they get their shirts washed? A. They are washed by the House.
Q. When a fever paticnt has recovered, are the clothes which he wore when admitted, fu-
migated, or otherwise purified, before they are returmed tohim? A, I cannot answer thiy
qucstion ; but if the elothes were famigated, T think I must Lage known it

28k Janwary 1518,

Mr Joirx Hexey Wisitart, surgeon, Edinburgh, examined; Has been con-
sulting surgeon for three years to the Royal Infirmary. For about two years af-
ter my appointment, my duty consisted in visiting such patients as the physicians
directed should be seen by a surgeon; and since then, my duty has heen to at.
tend consultations and operations when summoned, or to take charge of the House
in absence of Mr Law, pr Mr Gillespie; and Mr William Wood acts in the same
capacity. 1 attended the Hospital full three years, from 1798 to about 1501,
~ apd during that time I acted for six months as a dresser, and as elinical clerk for
three months, at two different times ; at which times Dr Hope acted as physician
to the Clinical Ward. Q. Had you cccasion to see other hospitals in the inter-

mediate period of your not being engaged at the Infirmary of Edinburgh? A I
first went to Dublin, where I remained for three weeks, and visited all the hos.

pitals there; and in particular, was frequently in the Military Hospital there. In
1502 I went to London, where I attended the London Hospital, as a student for
siz months = That the students in: this hoespital were about 30 in number, and
there baing no house surgeon, it was the practice for two of the students 1o act as
house surgeon, and reside in the house uilernultly. I had afierwards oceasion Lo
see the hospitals of Berlin, Dresden, and Vienna, where I resided for eight montls,
and attended the General Hospital there as a stranger student ; and allerwards
saw the hospitals of Padua and Venice. In 1805 I again attended for some
monihs, the Iw;spit;:h of (ruys and 5t Thomas in London. Q. From your va-
rious epportunities of observation now mentioned, will you state to the commit-
tee your opinion as to the comparative state of those other hospitals and the Edin-
burgh Infirmary in point ol general appearvance amd arrangement, as counected
with the comfort and accommaodation of the patients# A. Ican state it as my opin.
ion, that in point of cleanliness and appearance of comfort, the Edinburgh Infir-
mary appears to me Lo be inferior lo most of the other hospitals that I have seen :
and T nppl:,- thiz oblservation more purlicularl;,r te the London Hl-'u}pitul, as to
which my experienﬂe has been greater. Q. In what |1=1rtinu]urs do you conceive
the Edinllurgh Tnfirmary  inferior in 1H}illl. ol cleanliness? A, T mean the
g:;n?ral appearance ol ths I'u:r.tpitui, intlu:ling the huiding and sheetz.  Since
the month. of Aupgust last, there has been a considerable improvement in
the bedding, meaning the matresses ; and during the same period, there. has
been some improvement on the sheeting, particolerly in the medieal ward ;
though I consider there iy still room for improvement, from fmv;ing had. oe-
rasion within this lust fortnight te order clean sheets for two patients, oue of wham
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had ounly been in the [Touse about a week; the other mentioned, that the sheets
had been in the same state when first put upon his bed, but did not mention how
long they had beenon.. Q. What led you to look at those sheets? A In the
course of the visit I turned over these sheets, but not with the view of ascertain-
ig their state: one of theses pairs of sheets appeared to have been insufficiently
washed, the other exhibited large spots of grease or dirt: and these last sheets
were Lthese which the patient mentioned, were in the same state when put upon
hisbed? Q. Did it appear to you, that those spots were indelible, or that they
might have been removed by proper washing? A, T certainly think they might
have been removed by proper washing ; I am not aware of any spots that are in-
delible from the effects of disease, or the remedies applied to such in an Hospital :
The patient was affected with a disease in the hip, which could not have oeca-
sioned these appearances observed on the sheets. Q Have you examined in any
other Hospital, the sheets that had been used by patients labouring under foul
sores? A, In the London Ilnspil:rl I have seen the sheels served out Lo patients
on their first admission, which appeared to me to be clean; I cannot say whether
they liad been used by patients labouring under foul sores, but I think it highly
probable that they had been used in the ordinary way as other Hospital sheets ;
and I do not think it likely that new sheels would always be used, as the funds
of the H‘ﬂspitai Were very ]imi'lﬁ], and some of the wards in consequence shut up
Q. Do you know whether the matter composing the discharges from foul sores is
soluble in water, or in the substances commonly used in washing # A, I do not
think that the matter could be removed with washing or beiling with soap ; but
I conceive that means might be used, different from common washing, for the
removal of such stains. Q. Have youany actual knowledge of such stains being re-
moved by washing in any way 7 A. 1 have no actual experience, having never
seen sheets washed. Q. Will you state to the Committee, what particular obser-
vations as to the cleanliness of the sheels, prior Lo the period of the cbservations
referred to in the preceding question? A, In the month of September last, on
the day subsequent to an inspection by the Managers, a patient complained to
me of a pair of sheets being dirty ; upen which either Dr Craigie, or Mr Glover
the Clerk, pointed ont another pair which were much worse ; and as Dr George
Wood was then at the Infiemary, I zent to hiny, who went into the ward ;
and on secing the sheets, he directed the Clerk to lock them up till the
next meeting of the Managers. The defect which appeared in these sheets
arose entirely from grease; and one of the sheets had been given to the pa-
tient that day, as he stated. Q. Which of the sheets was that now mentioned #
A It was the least ohjc-cl.i.unnh'l[‘ of the twe. €. Have you had any further ob-
servations on this head ? A. T have no further cases to state in parlicular, nor have
I bad occasion to order the removal of any other sheets than these mention-
ed; and it was not part of my ordinary duty to attend to this particular. Q. Are
there any other particulars connected with cleanliness in the Hospital, which you
consider as worthy the attention of the committec ? A, There was almost a total
deficiency in the necessary ulensils; particularly in chamber-pots. T cannot say
how many there were, but there certainly was not one for each patient. I have
observed of late a greater number ; and have no doubts that there is at present a
chamber-pot for each patient. The utensils for bleeding were sufficient ; and T
cannot condescend on any other article connected with cleanliness, in which there
was a defect. . Are there'any water closets? A. I belicve there are. €. What
is the general appearance of the patients 2 A, They appear to have a less cleanly
look now than they had 20 years ago; by which he means, patients at that time
were of a higher class, or more respectable appearance. Q. Have you had occasion
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ta observe any thing relutive to the bedsteads in this hospital # A. The bedsteads
I consider to be good, and equal to any hospital 1 have seen, and superior lo the
London ones, which were made of wood when I saw them. Q. Do you eonsider
the present stale of the bedding in general i the Surgical Ward to be goed, or
equal to whal you have seen in other hﬂspitﬂ]s?'ﬂ. I have not examined the beds
in detail, the matter not being properly in my department; but so far as I know
or have observed, the bedding is now generally good in the Surgical Ward, Q.
Have you attended to, or made any observations upon the diet of patients in the
Infirmary 2 A. Prom the hour of the visit; the Surgeon has not occasion to sce the
diet, unless on particular vecasions: -1 have seen what was stated to be the portion
of parridge allowed for a patient on full diet; and it appeared to me to be quite
insufficient in point of quantity, and eertainly thinner than working people
are accustomed to Q. Do you- allude te any onme' particular portion,
or gencrally o the portions served out in the Infirmery? A T allude
to a particular portion which was shewn to Sir William Forbes. . When
did this happen?  A. This happened about two months ago. . Where did you
see this portion of porridge? A. At my own house. Q. By whom wasit
brought to your house? A. The porridge.was brought to my house by Mr Wig-
ham and Mr Cruickshanks ; who mentioned, that the quantity shewn was the por-
tion allowed to one patient. Q. Did it resemble the yuantity which you have
seen served to patients in the Hospital? A, I have not particular occasion to
attend to the porridge served to the patients in the Hospital. Q. Was there any
thing in the appearance of this pertion that led you to doubt its being an entire
pertion? A. MNothing; and I think the skin of it would have been broke, if any
had been taken oul; and it was not of such a mnsislmlc'_f as to have admitted of
ite being taken out, a portion token off, and the remainder replaced, withoul ils
being observed. Q. Tn what was it contained? A. In one of the ordinary cogs
of the Hospital. Q. Was the porridge now alluded to so thin, asto have ad-
mitted of a portion being removed when first put into the cog, without this being
observable on the surface # A, I do not think a portion of it could have heen re-
moved without its being observable. Q. Have you ever seen the serving out of
the porridge to the whole patients ? A, I have not, nor have I had occasion to
see Lheir diet served at any time ; and my only source of information relative to a
deficiency of diet, has been from the complaints of patients, who frequently said,
that they could have eat more. €. Did youthink yoursell' entitled to order ad-
ditional diet of any description: when you deemed that to be requisite?  A. T con-
sider myself entitled to order 2 patient full diet. €. Have you been in vse of
ordering whatever articles of diet you thought proper for the patient 2 A. T have
ordered patients a bit of meat extra at dinner. Q. ITave you ever ordered any
liquids for your patients different from milk and beer? A, I bave ovdered por-
ler, wine, and tea. @, Do you know what quantity of food is served up as Lull
dict? A No: I have nll]:lliﬂd to the elerk for a table of the diet of the House:
but understood there was no table of the diet of the House at all. Q. Did you
ever coquire at the Matron or Manag{:rﬂ on Lhis lmillt.-" A. I did not ; but de-
gired the clerk to apply to the Matron aboul a ﬁ:u'l.night agoy aml he nzpurlml
that he had not been able to obtain any tahle. At present two of the rc;gular
clerks are sick ; and the one to whom I have now referred was an interim.clerk,
and from that cireumstance T have not the same assislance in' procuring informa-
_ lion as to the practice of the Hounse that I would otherwise have.—And the de-
claration hl."lllg read over to the witness, he observed, What I bave said above
refers to the ordinary diet of the House, which ‘I do not conceive T am
| PR
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entitled Lo alter : but in any pacticular case, T may order any diel whieh aray be
necessary in the circumstances of that case; and this order is inseited in the pre.
scription-bouk, along with the other medieal preseviptions of the day. @ Did you
instruct vour elerk to do any thing more than enguire for a diet table f A, Ne,
I have been three years in this House, and have never seen any diet-table, nor did
I know the extent of the allowance of diet  Tn most other Hospitals that T have
been in, the diet-table is hung up in the Hospital. €. Did yon, on becoming sur-
geon Lo the House, take any measures to inform yoursell of the extent of the diet
allowed 2 A. As I had no charge of patients at that time, I did not consider it
my duty to ascertain that point. Q. Did you take any measures on this point
subsequent (o your appointment, and when? A. T made the inquiries already
mentioned for the first time on my taking charge for My Law about a month ago.
Fily, 4, 1618, @ Have you seen the meat served oul to the patients in the London Haspital 2
A. I have. Q. Are the joints or pieces of meatl brought up into the wards and ent .
there, or is it divided into portions for the patient, before being brought up # A, ;
I have seen the meat brought up into the wards illjl]inl.s, which are cul by the
head nurse, and the portions given to the palients; and there are scales in the
wards on which the portions may be weighed. @. Whether in the Londen Hos-
pitals the meat is used in making broth or beef-tea before it is served to the
patients# A T am not able to answer that question.  @. Did the meat you saw
ithere aopear to T jui::}' and nutritive ? A, It did ; and such as T sould have no
objection to. @ Have you heard complaints made by the clerks and the medical

aitendants relative to.the food given to patients# A. 1 have. Q. Flave you heard 1
such complaints previous Lo the month of July last# A. T do not recollect the
precise time when such complaints were made. . Who were the elerks and me- 1

dical men whe made these complaints # A, Mr Law, Mr Gillespie, Mr Glover,
and De Craigie. Q. Do you know upon what these complaints were founded 2
A. @ do not, when these gentlemen had taken the charge, T have seen specimens
of the portions of food that were brought into the consulting-room as having been
cnmp[uinml of, but T was not in the wards when the said partions were given to
the patients. Q. What sort of food do you allude to? A, Animal food prinei-
pally. @ Do you recollect secing any thing else besides animal food 7 A. T re-
collect within these two months, of seeing a portion of bread brought into the eon-
sulting-room, which was complained of, not on account of its quality, but as said to
be deficient in quantity. It was said to be the allowance for three pg.l.iemu, and
was in one piece. Q. Do you know the actual quantity 7 A. I donot. Q. You
‘having said that you sent for a diet-table, was you aware at the time that no
printed table existed? A. I was nol aware that none such did exist ; but I'had
heand the ordinary surgeons say, that they had never seen such a table, and my
ohject was Lo ascertain the amount of the allowance to which each patient was en-
titlhed. Q. When did you first act as senior surgeon? A. I do nol recol-
lect the precise time; but it was within these two years, and upon an occa-
sion. of Mr Law going to Bath; at which time I acted about a fort-
night, Q. Did you take any measures st that time to acquaint  yourself
with the diet. of the house? A. At that time I had the assistance of the
regular house surgeon or clesk, to whom I applied when at o loss about
the diet of the Louse. Q. Did the house surgeon sequaint you what the
diet of the house was? A. He gave me every informarion of what T required.
Q. Was you ever shewn out of the Infirmary a piece of bread, said to be s
portion for a patient? A, Op one oecasion one portion was shewn to me at my
own house, and this was at the same time that I saw the portion of porridge. Q.
Who brought the portion ¥ A. Mr Wigham. @. Being shewn a loafl” cut into four
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portions, and being asked, Whether the portion so shewn at his house, was equal
{o one of those portions A TL was, and my impression is, that it was equal
to about half a two-penny loaf’; and I do not consider one of the portions now
shewn, as sefficient allowanee for a patient not on low diet. € 1%d Mr “"igham
say. how he had got 'Fu;ﬂsmiicm of the bread 7 A, He saild, he had got it from a pa-
t!'lt;nl in one of the wards of the Hospital. Q. Do you consider the Infirmary at
Edinburgh equal or superior to other Hospitals you have mentioned, in point of
medical attemdance? A, T consider it superior, in having o daily attendance of
medical persons, which is not the case in many other Hospitals : and in particular,
in the London Hospitals, when T was there Q. Do the medical gentlemen at-
tend the Infirmary in consequence of an order from the Managers, or is such at-
tendance volontary 2 A. 1 consider it as a part of the statutes. Q. Do you
know any rule in the London Hospital as to sheets being changed at any given
time? A. I am not aware what the rule was. @ Were the sheets made of
bleached, or hal-bleached linen, in the Lomdon Hospital?  A. I cannot answer
thiz with confidence, as my memory may be incorrect. Q. Do you remember, I7
there were koives and forks, plates andl spoons, allowed by the house, used by
the patients in the London Hospital? A My impression is, that they used
themi ; but how furnished, 1 dont know.

C30eh Jannary 1818,

Mz WitLiam Woon, Surreon in F.diuTJIIrgll, examined : I am ene of the four
junior Surgeoas of the Royval Infirmary ; and I have been eight or nine years in
that capacity, and [ have frequently attended the Hospital before that period ; and
excepting for lwo years that I was in London, T have been constantly abeut the
Hospital, since I was sixteen years of age, and for some time acted as Clerk,
though I did not reside in the houze. Q. Iave you had occasion Lo aet as Sur-
geon? A T have oceasionally for short intervals, in absence of the senior Sur-
geon. @ Have you had oecasion to ohserve the state of the bedding in-the Hos-
pitalz A I have seen it ; bot have not made any particular examination. of it.
6§ As far as you have had oceasion to ohserve, did the sheets appear 1o you 1o
be clean, and that they were properly changed? [ have observed sheets stained
and dirty, in the Surgical wards; bul I never observed them in 2 state positively
g'l;uj._-ctiumhlg, or such as could have led me as semior Surgmu to have made a
complaint regarding them. . Have yon frequently seen the sheets of patients ?
A. I have; on occasion of consultations, the patients are frequently in bed, and
on these, I necessarily behoved to see the sheets. 1 have also seen them in par-
ticular cases, when [ was n1.|]-:i1;|g I:;!Ill]llil"h'.'ﬁ for my own information. §. Do you
know if patients are duly supplied with-sheets* A, I have nol zecess Lo know
about this from my ewn observation, but T have heard the Clerk say, that there was
a deficiency of sheets ; but I was not acting Surgeon at these times, and it was not
my province Lo enquire into the matter. €. Are you of opinion, that if there had
Teeeen dirl._lr shievis ﬂnring Lle ppriml of your helding the situation of $||1‘g|3-|:|:|1, yaou
must have observed it A. There might have been, without its coming lo.my
knowledge. Q. Has your attendance at the Hospital been frequent 2 A, Sinee the
beginning of September last, owing Lo an accident L met with, I have been seldom
there ; previous to that Twas frequently there, though not so often even thenas I was
a year or two befere, in consequence of a change in my duties as surgeon. Q. Have
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wuil had oceasion Lo-ohserve whellier due attention was pai:‘:l to the cleanliness of
the patients? A. I have remarked considerable difference in individoals. I have
m:llnplni:u'.:lr, aml seen the other surgeons eomplain of individuala not Rl:f'pil!g
their prersons and their sores clean, when in a siate of health !-uﬂ':r:ifntl:r enabling
them to do so. With respect Lo those confined to bed, I have l,'{‘l'l.ni.“l:r‘ AEET
many mizerable looking creatures when in the waiting-room, who afterwards
|rpp4:4|:'l:d more clean and comforiable when jllll mto |.11:{1,', in some CRSeE, ather
patients confined Lo bed npp:l:rﬂd less clean than they ought to have been: lud
I know nothing of the means that either were, or by the rules of the Hospital
ought to have been taken, for making them more clean.  In eases of this nature,
particularly objectionable, 1 have seen surgeons order patients to the bath ; and I
would have thought it my duty to have given this order in all cases of a similar
kind. In general, it is the duty of the nurses to see the patients kept clean. 6.
Do you know how often the shects were changed in the Hospital? A T do not.
Q. Did you ever attend to the bedding.of the patients? A. Not particulasly.
Q. Do you know whether there are any, or what means are used for aiving the
hedding_ A. I do not know. . Do you know whether the nurses in each Ward
have a supply of spare sheets for the patients 7 A. I do not; but I have heard
that of late they have. Q. Do you know whether they had formerly 2 supply of
spare sheets®  A. The sheets were not under the immediate charge of the nurses
till an alteration was made in the regulations some time ago. Q. Had the nurses
before that time sparc sheets in the Wards for the patients as far as you abserved ?
A. T belicve that there were no spare sheets kept in the Wards by the nurses, but
that all the sheets were under the immediate charge of the Matron ? Q. Do you
know whether paticnts, who ought to have been put to bed immedinlﬂ}r, were
frequently obliged to wait before they were supplied with sheets AL T have had
no opportunity of knowing this, and therefore canuvot answer the question, ¢,
Can you state from your own observation, whether, since the regulation was made,
there has been a sufficient supply of spare shicetsin the Wards? 4. T cannot say
what number of sheets have leen put under the charge of the different nurses, or
whether it corresponded to the number of patients in the Wards ; but I have un-
derstood, that each nurse has a supply, thongh' this I'do not know from my own
ohservation, as I never saw the nurses stores of sheets? Q. Had vou occasion to
see whether the Wards were provided with necessary utensils# 4. T cannot say.
. Were you in the habit of seeing the food of the patients at their different
meals? 4. I was not: but I have seen it on a few aceilental oceasions, and have
seen the porridge of the patients occasionally, but seldom. Q. Had you means of
judging of their quantity or quality # 4. OF their precise quantity I know no-
thing, having merely seen them in their cogs, but the quality appeared of a proper
consistency. I mever attended to the quality of the milk. Q. Have you had oc-
casion to see the beef tea? 4. I do nol recollect to have seen it. §. Have you
had occasion to see the dinner of the patients# 4. No; at least in such a way as
not to be able to form any opinion about it? Q. Have you heard any complaints
velative to the diet of the patients # A, Thave heard the clerks in reporting to the
surgeons, complain occasionally of the beef Lea not being sufficiently strong. Q. Do
you know what is the table of Dict in the Hospital? . I do not. @. 1Did you ever
enquire for a table of diet ? A 1 did not. @. Can you state what the full diet in use
in the Hospitalis? 4. I cannot. Q. Have you had occasion to attend to the conduet
of the nurses? A, Not particularly. Q. Had you occasion to attend to the Lock
Ward ? A, Not at least for two or three years past. €. What was the state of the
Lock Ward at that period? A. I conceived the ward itself in a bad situatien ; not,
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in my opinion allowing a safficient ventilation. T merely went there bo examine
particular cases when ordered by the physician; and in some I had cecasion to
observe thal there was not a saffieient attention paid to the eleanliness of e po-
tient. Q. When vou visited the Lock Ward, were the patients supplied with
sheets? A, Those that T examined had : but cannot ‘speak gencrally, as T ouly
attended to particular cases. Q. Have you any general ohservations tn make
connected with this enquiry 2 A, [ do not know if it falls under this enquiry,
but I think it right to state, that T have on many occasions induced persons (o go
into the Hospital, much against their prejudices. T have always found these
were soon removed 3 and that the i:r:LE::ms have almost ir1'|-'.'1.ri'.1h!:.‘ heen thank:
for the attention paid to them. Q. Are you aequainted with any other Hospital
A. I attended Guy's Hospital in London for a year, from 1503 to 1504, az a stu-
dent. Q. _{mrding to your recollection, do you think that the state of (he (o
tients in P“i“l' of comiert and cleanliness, was betler or worse in Guy'_u Hmp'—ln]
than it has been in the Edinburgh ITospital # A, Better. Q. Do you refer chicfly
o the state of the House, bedding, and sheets, or to the state of the cleanliness of
the patients themsslves 2 A, To hoth. §. Do vou know whether the sheetz in
Guy's Hospital were made of hleached or hall bicached linen ? A, Ta the hest
of my recollection they were blenched ; and I may add, that Guy’s Hospital is a
more motlern structure, and the floors being made of wood lock betler. Q. Did
you ever attend any other Hospital? - A. No.

Witeiam C. Maecooxarn, apothecary to the Royal Infirmary, examined. I
have heen apothecary for about 14 years. 6. Whal are the books kept in your
department 7 A. A day book is kept, in which are inserted all the orders from
the physicians or surgeons, from which the diet book is made out and sent to the
Matron daily. There is also a wine book and a register, ull which are kept by
order of the Managers ; and I keep several other books for my own satistaction,
The night books, written by the Clerks,contain preseriptions or arders for the ni ght,
which are afterwards to be entered in the Journal. Q. Have you any charge or
superintendance of the diet of the patients 7 A. I have no special charge of the
diet, further than Lo see that the physicians and surgeons orders are put into he
hands of the matron when any alteration is wade in the diet by them ; but T haye
no concern whalever with the ordinary diet of the house, ), Do complaints from
ihe Clerks regularly pass through you? A, All written complaints to the Matron
should eome through me, and varions instances will be found in the ook 3 and it
is my practice lo transcribe them eerbatim, s0 as there may be no mistake as to
the terms.  The Clerks also m:i:u-ﬁuun]i:r wrile moles (o Lhe ?‘-|:|.I:.|'n||, which are
somelimes senl directly to the Matvon, and there are some matters which are also
communicated directly to the Matron, without passing throngh me. 'That these
¢|:|.1'|1|||ui||'|IS are in general in the shape of requests, that some things should fe ot
tended 1o which iy have been 11Egltﬁ{*ﬂ, ﬂrmlgll thl.'_}r gk rrfmuiunqﬂ:; ke
written in stronger Lerms. Q. As the wine book now pmtluﬂ:Ll does nol sum up
the quantity of wine used in the course of ihe year, can you say what was tlie
quantily wsed last year? A. From a state T lately made out, and which I now
show, it appears that the quantity of forcign wine served out to the patients dur-
ing last year, amounted to 1119 hottles ;—of home made wine, being currant
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wine, 209 bottles ;—porter, 8122 bottles. Besides those quantities, there wus
betwixt 30 and 35 gallons of spirits used that year, but of this two-thirds was
used by way of tinctures. I will transmit a note shewing a state of the expendi-
ture of these articles for ten years past. The spirits and water are of a precise
strength, the strength of' the spirits being got for tinctures is from eight to nine
over hydrometer proof, and the toddy is conscquently comparatively strong, The
porter is Scotch porter of the best quality.

3d February, 1818,

Many Maxxens, cook in the Royal Infirmary, examined : Has been 21 months
cook to the Infirmary. §. What quantity of oatmeal do you employ for any given
number of patients 7 A. A pound for cvery three portions. Q. Have you always
been aecustomed to use that pi‘upﬂrliﬁn of oat meal 7 A. Not qua}-a : but of late
we have done it. Q. How long has it been since there has been any difference in-
Lite proportion of meal # . A. T think about a month or & fortnight ; but T cannot
say the time precisely. Q. Do you weigh the meal, or see it weighed? A, Either
Mrs Montgomery’s assistant or I weigh the whole of it in her presence ; and Mrs
Montgomery or ler assistant sce it put into the pot. €. Can you state what quan-
tity of cal meal was used for three, or any other ﬁumhm‘ of persons, when you firzt
came to the IToepital 7 A. T cannot answer the question distinetly, but T think it
was a pound of meal tofive persons. Q. What quantity of porridee does ea,u!u -
tient get? A. A mutchkin. It is measured out with a mutchkin ladle, which is
well heaped ; and those on double allowance get tweo mutchkins. @ Has it been
always done so? A, OF Jale it has, but before it was not measured ; but care
was taken, that every paticnt shonld have a full half cog, each cog containing o

choppin. Q. How do yeu ascertain that the measure gives out a mutchkin, if the

porridge is thick, so as to stick to the ladle? A. What is heaped abuve the top,

more than compensales for what sticks to the sides ; and the patients are well sa

tisfied at present. Q. Were they dissatisfied formerly ? A, I never heard any

cuml:]uinls of their lll:ing dizeatisfied. I am =o much engaged with my own hu

siness as not to know what passes in the wanls. . What allowance do the sal

diers get #  A. A chopen of porridge each.  ©Q. What is the ordinary average of
the number of portions of porridge. A. About a hundred. ‘To-day the number
was 113 ; and it is sometimes ™, sometimes 50, anid sometimes 89, It is gom-
monly maore in the evening thas the morning, though it is sometimes less. Last
night there were 100 to the best of my recollection. . Of what consistency is the
porridge made 7 A. They are very thick at present ; formerly they were thinner.
§. How are the porridge in the Infirmary, compared to those which you got at
home early in life? A. I have been at service all my life, and always got tea ; and”
1 do not remember what kind of porridge I got in my fathers fumily previous to
going to service. Q. What portion of beef’ is put into the boiler in making beel-
tea, according to the quantity required 7 A. This depends upon the quantity of
meat there is for the patients on full diet, or for the nurses ; but we always study
to make it good. Q. Is the meat from which beef-tea has been made given to
the patients # A. It is; and this beef does not undergo more boiling than the beef
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put into the broth. Q. How much beef is usvally put into the pot for the pa-
tients" broth.  A. It is usually from a stone to twenty-five pounds. Q. Is there
any difference in the quantity of meat put in according to the number of patients
who receive broth # A. We always put in as much as we can get.

4tk February 1218,

. What quantity of barley is usually put into the broth# A. Fourteen
PD‘I.:['I'II]S; three pnund,s nfgrnnts 15 put alung with the hnr]t-:r. ). Have you heen
always accustomed to put 14 pounds of barley into the broth? A. Not always.
Formerly we put ineight pounds, which was the case from the time I came, till
last summer 3 and it was afterwards inereased to 10 pounds about three months
ago. We have only one kind of barley. €. Do you use one or two pots for the
patients # A, We use two pots; a large copper and a small one. Q. How long
have you used the two pots 7 A. We have used them for about a fortnight ; but
am not certain of the time. €. What quantity of potatoes do you put into the
pot? A Two pecks. Q. Have you been always accustomed to put in two pecks ?
A, Not al'm;}'s; it was done for aboul two mumhsug&. Q. Was the same quantity
of barley and groats put into the'broth after the potatoes were added, that were
usually put in before the potatoes were used? A, Belore the potatoes were put
in, there were four pounds of groats and ten pounds of barley put into the broth ;
and since the potatoes have been put in, there have been three pounds of groats
and 14 pounds of barley put in. @ Whal quantity of potatoes are used for po-
tatoe soup ? A, Nine pecks. Q. What quantity of meat is put into the soup ?
A. On the Tuesday there is put in a bullock’s head, and from nine to 12 pounds
of beel; and on Friday, from 20 to 24 pounds. €. What is the quantity of
talile broth made in the Houwse? A, There is as much as serves the Matron's
family, and from nine to 12 patients. €. Were there two pots used for making
brotl for the patients on the Monday before last? . That she does not recol
lect. Q. Were the L'h:l:ngeu made on the broth which you have mentioned in con-
sequence of experiments made by the Managers, and directions given in conse-
quence ? A, They were.

3d February 1818,

Mr Joseen Berr, Surgeon in Edinburgh, examined. T am one of the four
junior Surgeons of the Royual Infirmary, and have been three years in that eapa-
city : and for about 10 years previous I atlended the Hospital as Student and
Dresser, and during one course us Clinieal Clerk. Q. Have you had occasion to
act as Surgeon to the House ? A, I have not. Q. ITave you had occasion to
observe the state of the bedding in the Hospital > A. I have not. § Have
you had ocecasion to observe the state of the sheets in the Hospital 7 A, I have;
hut only when my notice was specially called toit. Q. By whom was your no-
tice called to the state of the sheets? A. By the attending Surgeons I think ;
math h_\' Mr Law amd Alr [Hlleﬁpig. ). Has this occurred I‘r‘FrIiIg':l'.l'Ll'lr' # A I can-
nolb say frt-qucnll_-,r; I think about three or lour Gimes. . In what stale were
the sheets upon those oceasions 7 A. They had the appearance of being imper-
cetly washed ; being discoloured, or having a greasy appearance. Q. Did you
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observe whether the sheets had an unctwons feeling?’ A. It did not amount to
that, but they had not the feel of rough clean linen) - Do you know whether
these sheets had been long in the beds, before your attention was ealled to them
A My recollection only serves me for one instance, whea I was told that
the sheets had been put on, either on that or the preceding day, I cannot
speak to other instances. . Have you lately been in the habit of attending the
Hospital frequently 2 A, T have not for some months past. . Have you had
oeeasion to pay altention to the diet of the House? A T have not, or Lo oheerve
the patients at dinmer. Q. What appears to you to have been the state of the
Hospital, with regard to the eleanliness and attention to the comfort of the pa-
tients, during the last three years during which you have held the sitvation of
junior’ surgeon, compared with what it was 10 or 12 years before, when you
attended it as dresser and Clinical clerk? A, T cannot make a satisfactory eom-
parison, because I did not atttend to these particulars at the first mentioned
period so as to have & distinet recollection of it. €. Have youn attended other
Hospitals A, T have those of the London Hospital, Guys, St Thomas's, Bartho-
lomew’s, and the Lock Hospital. ©. Whether do you consider these Hospitals
superior or inferior with regard to the diet, cleanliness, and comfort of the pa-
tient? A. It is my general impression, that in the London Hospital patients are
more comfortable than in the Royal Infirmary ; but in the latter, they are more
comfartable than in the other Hospitals above mentioned. €. How many patients
were there in the London Hospital when you attended it? A, The number was
stated to be about 250, but some of the wards had been shut up in consequence
of the deficiency of funds, as I understood : It was reckoned, that if all the wards
were occupied, the house could contain 400 patients. @ What is your opinion of
the medical and surgical arrangements of the Royal Infirmary, compared with
any Hospitals you have had an opportunity of seeing? A. Here they are de-
videdly better. Q. Ilave you heen aceustomed to be much in the wards of the
Infirmary #  A. No; wnless during the hour of the visit, or at consultations.

26th February 1816,
Mr WitLram MDowaLn, apothecary, again called in and examined ;—I now
produce the following abstract of wine, porter, and spirits.
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ABSTRACT

OF THE

EXPENDITURE of Wive, Ponves, Seirits, &e. in the Rovan Inmigmary,
for ten years preceding 1518.

|

FORTERL PORT WINE., [DOMESTIC WINE. WIHISEY. GIX,

.
| | |
| 1s0s. | 917 5 102 e | B 6ia | 80 | 9 [
L1800 667 6 J 125 5 10 24 4 4 50 124
1810, 636 2 B3 6 19 35 916 43 7
1811. G657 0 87 0 0 3 3 0 32 5t
1812, 63 0 a3 11 0 60 0 0 27 )
1813. st 0 47 7 0 W 5 0 37 54
1814, 619 2 G4 3 7 20 312 53 sl
1815, 009 & 126 11 16 35 3 4 68 7
1514, T2 2 82 7 2 &1 119 g 34
1517, 676 104 03 3 8 1 17 512 44 G4
6983 O | S65 3 8 | 352 6 3 | 40 | 17}
 Average for each year :—
Porler, . doz 69§ 8w
Port Wine, : 6 6 8w
Domestic Wine, . 35 3 349
W|ﬁs|t_1r, ; 2 ga]. 44
Gin, : . : 7

N. B. It has not been thought worth while to add the fractional part of spirits,
amounting to only a few bottles transferred from one year to another as stock on
hand. An addition to this accounl of extras might be fairly made of strong
ale for the last two years, Also of Fruits, Jellies, &c. all distributed by the Apo-
thecary.

Wa, C. M:DONALD.
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Frow this it appears, that in formerly steting ilie quaniily of spivits used in
1816, the quzmtit_-,r of gin, In-iug Gl g:'l"ﬂll::, was not ziven, m'.-h:g te my nok hav-
Eng the documents at hand. Q. Ilave ¥ou m:c‘a:-inn:l]'i}' CTL | [‘mﬂents have bread
collected by them, being more than they had been able to consume ¥ 4. The pa-
tient being occasionally worse than ordinary, and not being able to consume
the usual allowanee of bread, I have certainly scen several instonces, more than
one or two allowances accumulated by them in their presses, which I generally
ordered down stairs, except perhaps the allowance for ‘the Jast meal 2 Q. Have you
looked into the diet book, and can you say, whether the physicians and surgeons
of the house are in use to order extra articles of diet when they think it requisite.
4. They are all in the habit of ordering such articles. Q. Have you access to
know the size of the cogs used by the patients? 4. I bave just now in presener
of the Committee measured four of the larger cogs, and two of the smaller. I
found the larger to contain eleven gills each, Lieing three gi“& more thon a Scotch
chopin ; and the smaller five gills ezch, being one more than a Seoteh mutchkin.
Q. Are wine, porter, and spirils served out as an article of diet, or as a medicine.
A, That l!ﬁl}ﬂ"ﬂdﬂ upon the view of the ||I-r;|.'s-icim'| OF Surgeol. All articles served
out by the apothecary cannot be considered as medicine, as I sometimes serve out
jellies and fruits. Q. Does it frequently happen, that a large quantity of wine is
ordered to a single patient? 4. The average quantity may be from six to twelve
ounces ; but sometimes, according to the state of a patient, from sixteen to twenty,
or twenty four; and sometimes even more is given,, @. Are chronic, as well as all
other discases, admitted into the Hospital? A, The Hospital is chiefly a recep-
tacle for acute diseases ; but chonric diseases are admitted when there is any pros-
pect of relief to the patient from the accommodation and treatment they may re-
ceive in the house ? . Is it the ]'Il'.h“.'lil.‘."ll in the Edin’uurgh luﬁrmu.r_',' to draw up
from time to time a tabular view, distinguishing the different diseases of the pa-
tients admitled during a given period? A, It is not consistent with my know-
ledge that seeh view is made up; but it may be made out from the register where
the diseases are all entered. Q. On what recommendation are patients admitted ?
A. Tt is understood to be on the recommendation of respectable house-holders ;
but so far as T know, there is no difliculty made in the admission on any recom-
mendation, provided the patient is a fit one for the Hospital. Q. Is a preference
given to bad cases? 4. I certainly understood this to be so in vrgent cases.
€. Are moribund patients admitted ? 4. Patients are admitied who oceasion-
ally die a few hours after coming into the house; and no patient is ever refused in
that state.

otk February 1818

Wittram Caserow, one of the physician’s clerks of the '['I.u:,'u], Infirmary, exa-
mined. ). How lonig have you been clerk to the Infirmary P A. Six months.
Q. Have you attended the Infirmary during that period ? A I have attended,
and lived in the Liouse, with the exception of one month, when T was absent on
account of fever. T am clerk to Dr Spens, and Mr Sims was the aeting clerk
immediately previous to my appointment. Q. Can vou speak with regard to the
state of all the Wards in the House during that time. A, Only with respect to
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thie Medical Wards. Q. What has been the state of those Wards with respeet Lo
cleanliness.  A. Since I have come to the Royal Infirmary I have uniformly
found them in a very clean state. Q. Have there been any changes made upon
the shéets and bedding during that period.  A. There have been several new
sheets of late in the other Wards: And in the Russian, and short soldiers and
sqilore Wards, the whole bedding have been new. Q. What proportion
of new sheets have been brought into the other Wards. 4. In the men
and women's fever Wards the sheets have been chiefly new ; and some new
sheets in the other wards ; but I cannot with accuracy spesk as to their num-
ber? Q. About what time did you observe new sheets put on the beds.
A. From the time I came to the Infirmary, T have occasionally observed new
aheets 3 and in the men amd women's fever wards, the new 51.11.'1!1!: were pul there
about the month of December lust ; and the Russian Ward was opened about Oe-
tober when T was absent; and the short soldiers and sailors wards were opened
about the same time. Q. What has been the state of the beds and bedding with
respect o eleanliness since you came to the Hospital? 4. All very clean. €.
Wihat has been the state of the nurses dm'i::g this period ? A, The nurses have
been all very good, with the exceplion of one woman who was nurse in
the women's country ward, but is now removed ; and T do not know
whether she is in the house or not at present. Q. Tave you paid atten-
tion to the state of the diet? A. I have not paid sufficient attention, to
enable me to ipmk with accuracy on this point. Q. Do you possess, or
have you seen a table of diet? A. I heve never seen a table of dict. @ Do
the Clorks breakfast and dine with the Matron ? A, They do. Q. Is the Ma-
tron ready to give information with rugan': to the diet of patients, or any thing
else that the clerks may wish from her A, She appears always ready to give
every information that is required of her. Q. Have you seen the dinner served
up to the lmtiruts? A Thave @ Tn whal order s the dinmer served up? A
The broth is earried up in |]1tl.'_!|ll.“1".‘|-.. and 15 served in what are called cogs: The
meat is then brought up on o board, cut iuto portions for each patient. Q. How
is the meat conveyed from the boards to the patients? A, T have seen the pa-
tients cating their meat from their cogs, but I never saw it taken from the board
and delivered to them. €. Did you go through the house with a member of this
commilles on Saturda:,r last, the 31st of Jammr}'? A Tdid. ©. Do you tecol-
Ject ohserving the nurses putting the meat into the cogs from the boards> A, I
do not recollect this circumstance. Q. Do you know whether they put it from
the boards with their hands 7 A, [ donot. Q. Do you recollect asking the pa-
tients in the men's Country Ward where their meat was? A, 1do. @ Do yon
recolleet when a patient shewed his meat on this occasion 2 Au T do; and it was
an the window =il ander his hat:  T0 did not appear to have been amang L
broth; but this was a quarter off an hour afler the divner had been seeved up,
Q. Were any questions asiked al this man as to the reason of hiz having meat in
this situation A, None such were aslied at this man:  On this occasion T ask.
ed the patient next to the one now referred to, where his meat was ? and he an-
swered that his wife was destitute, and she was coming to get it. I did not see
where the man®s meat was. G Ilo you recaliecl asking another patient in the
some ward where his menat was® AL T recollect asking the question ; but T do net
recollect the answer, nor of E:::l.ﬁng seen Lhe meat. €. Ape yuou qlli!.r: certain thal
you did not see the portion of meat belonging te the last mentioned paticnt in any
situation * A. I do not recollect wl:illg ii. @ Do you recolleet whetlier e
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bread had come up atthat fae 2 A, I do nol vecolleet of having scen any bread
in the ward at that time. - Q. What interval is thece uvsually between the broth
and the meat coming up. A, I have not obseeved the peviod particularly 5 but it
must be as long a3 may afford the nurse time to go down stairs and bring the
meat up, Q. When is the bread usually brought up?  A. T do not know. Q.
Are there any plates, spoons, knives and forks, furnished to the patients. A, The
Uouse does not furnish konives and forks, butiplates and spoons have been fur-
nished lately. Q@ Were there any plates or speons furnished at the 24th of Ja-
nuary last. A. I donet know the exact time ; but I think they were furnished about
the end of January last. Q. Were there any plates and spoons furnished previous.
to that time? 4. As far as I know there were not : I have seen several patients
with knives when passing through the wards, but Jdid not know where they got them-
I Lave nol seen any with forks, nor have I ohserved plates or spoons. Q. Have you
olien observed the patients” diet? A, I have not. §. Do you consider that as
falling under your department? A, 1 donot; and I consider that as belonging
to the department of the Matron and nurses, Q. Have you seen beei steaks
served out to the paticots. A, I have seen them in a raw state on a board ; but
never saw Lhem served out. Q. Do you know that the beef steaks are thrown,
either raw or dressed, upron the beds of the pal'u:-nts. A. I never saw this done.
I think it proper to add, my altention is so much m:l:u]lil;d with my DWn proper
duties, that I bave paid very little atiention to the diet. Q. Were the bedding
and sheets in proper order when you entered into the Infirmary as a clerk in the
end of July last. A, Sofar as I recolleet, they were. Q. Have you had oceca-
tion to see the sheets when put upon the beds. A. I have seen them frequently
put upon the beds ; and they appeared to me to be properly washed and cleaned.
Q. Have you had occasion Lo examine any other Hospital than that of Edinburgh.
A. I have not. Q. During your residence in the Infirmary, have the patients
expressed themselves satisfied with their treatment. Ao All these whom I have
asked have expressed themselves satisfied. Q. When you see any thing wrong
in the domestic management of the house, do you communicate the same.
A. T do immedistely make such communication to the Matron ; and such wrongs
have, in every case, been immediately remedied since I came to the House.
). Are the Physicians in use to order extra articles of food ; and arve such usually
furnished. A. It is the practice to give such orders, and I understand that
these orders are attended to ; but I do not consider it my duty to see that such
arders are obeved, as the Physician himsell’ generally enquires into this.

Sth Felruery 1818,

Mr Fraxcis Wissox, Writer to the Signet, examined. Q. Do you hold any official
sitwation in the Boyal Infirmary 2 A. Idomot; but I assist the Treasurer, who is my
pactner in business, as a writer o the Signet. (). How long have you assisted ehe Tren-
surer i performing his duties to the Infirmary A, I became his apprentice in the year
1798, and as such, and afierwands as bis partner, 1 have been in the habit of assisting him
in his duties as Treasurer, down to the present time. (. Do you perform the greater part
of the duties of the Treasurer AL IF the question means the aet of keeping the Trea-
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surer's books, 1 do perform the greater part of the duties ; but T have not been in the habat
af attending regularly the meetings of the Managers, although during the years of my ap-
prentiecship I was in the Hospital daily, Q. Were you regularly appointed by the Mana-
gers to assist the Treasurer 2 A, I was not. Q. What emoluments are paid to you or
the Treasurer ? A. [ receive nuthing: The Treasurer's salary is Ean a-year for overy ex-
pence. €. What other salaries are paid * A. To the two ordinary Physicians, each £30;
The Apothecary £62 ;25 per annuen ; the Matron £35 per annam ; the Clerk to the cor-
poaration £15 per annum ; to the Accountant to the Corposation £12:10s. per annum ;
and o rhgnge has taken place on these salaries for the tast 20 years, excepting the Matron,
(). Have the statements of Revenue and expenditure been printed annually, and circulnted #
A. Ko; but annual statements made up by the Clerk from the Aecountant’s report, are
submitted to a Committee of the Gencral Court of Contributors, ). Are amy articles
off consumplion or fumiture supplicd by contrnet 2 AL It bas not, genernlly speaking, been
the practice to contract for the great articles of consumption in the Hospital ; and thiz [
Eknow the Treasorer did upon the principle, that articles of the first quality of their kind
was of greater importance to the Charity, than a low price ; at the same tme every exertion
was used tochiain the articles at as moderate a price as possible : For the year 1817, or at
lesst from the month of March, beef was furnished by contract st the price of 4} per pound,
of 171 vunces. ). [oes the contract specify the kind of meat that is to be ardered #
A, The eongract does not specify the particular picces of beef 1o be erdered ; but the Matron
has the power, and in practice gives dicections for the picecs she wants. . Are any ad-
vertisements made previcus to dlie contract being entered into? A, As it is not the prac.
tice, generally speaking, 1o eontract, there is no advertisement ; but when contracts are
made, T have been in the practice of writing 1o a few of the respectable butchers fur offers
to serve the Infirmary ; and T have oceasionally taken the benefit of the advertisements in-
seried by other charities ; and in particular, Heriot’s Hospital. €. In what monner is the
bread furnished# A. For the year 1817 a deduction of five por cent was made from the
assize price. ). Are there any printed or written regulations for the conduet of the Matren
besides those of the statutes?  A. [ never saw any other. (). Has the Matron the power
of ardering any quantity of meat she thinks necessary 2 A, She has. €. Waz there any
regulation with regard to the quantity of meat that the Matvon shoeld use in making broth
and beefstea A, [ pever saw any printed regulntion ; bat 1 have ocension 1o know, that
each succeeding Matron was instructed as to the quantity vsed by her predecessor in office :
and T have now koown five Mutrons in the Dufirmary ; and this answer | apply generally
to the diet. €. Do you know any instanee of an ordinary Dircetor, not one of thase who
come in from efficial situations, being replaced, exeept in consequence of death, ar resigni-
tion? A. I cannot charge my memory so as to answer distinctly this question :
but that will appear from the minutes of the Managers. Q. Do you belicve that
there have been froquent instances of such a change in the onfinary management
A. I do not belicve that such changes hove been frequent. Q. Il you know whether it
ever was proposed Lo appoint visitors 10 assist the Managers in the inspection of the [n-
firmary # AL I never heard of such a propesal until a few days belore the meeting of the
Court of Contribiutors on the Sth of last montly, when I hesed it out of dears, from prrsons
net connected with the Munagers, (3 How [requently do the Orndinary Managers, or any
Committee of thers, meet st the Infirmiary - A The stuted meetings of the ﬂrdln:r_n,.-
Managers are twelve in number in each year, being on the first Monday of every menth ;
but they mect frequently at interyals for the business of the Hospital, and the Managers
individually visit the Hospital very freguently. €, Is any book kept in the Infirmary, in
which individual Managers, when viziing the Honse, can mark dawn their obscrvations or
suggestions, so as to bring them regu’arly under consideration of the Managers? A, There
i5 ; but the visiting Managers are not in the practice of inserting the observations made at
each particalar visit in thic book, particululy where they find the state of the Hospital in
proper arder ;. but in generul they minute in this book the result of their visite during the
4]
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month; bul in (e event of any thing being found improper, I have no doubt that the
visiting Manager wouhd consider it his duty to insert his chservations of such impropricty
the day he observed it, with a view that it might be corrected. Q. Is any book kept in
_!I.hl:: Hlospital in which the Physicians and Surgeons can enter compluints or sugmestions so
as 1o bring them under consideration of the Managers? A, None that I know of, 50 as to
bring any complaint immediately to the Managers ; that in practice is always done by let-
ter. Q. Is there any books by which the Physicians and Surgeons can bring any com-
plaint under the view of the Matron? A, There is, through the mediom of the diee
book, whatever may be the nature of the complaint. Q. Is any book in which the Clerks
can enter complainis, $oas to bring tkem under the notice of the Trensurer 2 A, None that T
know of, Complaints, when made, are cither personally to the Tyeasurer, or by letter.
Q. What means of offering complaints have they 1o the Matron? A, Independently of
personal communication they have the diet book above mentioned, which beok iz made up
in the Apothecary’s shop from the journal kept by the clerks to the respective medical
praciitioners, and which journals are duly sent to the Apothecary’s shop, Q. Have the
clerks any vegular means of access o the Managers, in case their complaints shoulil be ne-
glected by the Treasurer, or thought by him to be unfounded 2 A. Certainly, by a writ-
ten application. G. Are the clerks informed that they are expected so to apply to the Ma-
nigers, there being no direction for it in the printed regulations ¢ A. I cannok positively say
that the clerks receive such information ; but cannot doubt but the mode of application would
naturally suggest itself to any gentleman holding the situation of clerk. €). Do you remem-=
ber geing to the Hospital in the course of last summer or autumn, with Sir William Forbes,
upon complaint that the beef then in use was bad# A, I recollect the eircumstance
distinetly, though net the precise day. Q. Will you siate what took place? A, I pe-
companied Sir William Forbes to the Hospital, about, or a litle afier three o'clock in
the afternoon, and we found in one of the wards the portions of beef had not been given to
the patients, in conscquence, as the ourse stated, of directions from one of the clerks.
We examined the beef, and could discover nothing faulty in it; on the contrary, itwasex-
ceedingly pood. Sir William Forbes, 1 think, wﬂcﬂﬁ], that the portions of meat thus found
to be unexecptionably posd, should be given to the patients ; but I offered my opinion, that
ag it was cold, it would probably please the patients of the ward, a female one, better, if they
were ordered ten early ; and upon Sir William's acquiescence, | gave directions accordingly.
(). Do you recolleet of going to the Hespital with Sir Willlam Forbes, during the last Sum-
mer or Autumn, on a eomplaint of Mr Sims the interim clerk, as to the sheets then upon
the beds of the patients ? AL Perfecily. € What took place on that cecrsion 2 A. I aceom-
panied Sir William Forbes and the Treasurer to the Hospital, when Mr Sims wos sent for
to the Managers' room, and he put into Sir William Forbes' hand a slip or slips of paper,
upon which the names of patients, the sheets upon whose beds were said to be in a dirty
state ; the nuwmaber I think was between 20 and 30 names, but I cannot positively state the
precise number, having kept no memorandum at the time. We visited the bed of each of
these ]:Iu‘l.il,‘.ﬂt_'l, and examined them minutely ; the rezult of the whale af which examination
was, that we found five or six of the beds, chiefly in the surgical departments, and occupied
by patients afflicted by sores, in a state which induced \us to desire the nurse te change
the sheets. . Have you reason 1o know how many sheets were washed, or blankets
scowped in the course of last year # A, I cannot positively state what number of pairs of
sheets were washed during that period withont reference to the Matron's books, from which
this will appear ; but I know, that during the above, 1791 pairs uf Blankets were scowred,
ar at deast charged for as Leing so scowred, by the seowrer; and my reason for being thus
particular as to the number of blankets scowred arose from matter of curiosity in checking
the Matron's annual aceounts, having heard it asserted at the meeting of the court of cons
wibutors, on the Sth of last month, that the blankets of the Flospital were never scowred
or ddeaned. Q. Have you oceasion to know what was the daily average of patients, and of
the family entertained in the House during thelast year? A, OF patients, betwixt 200 and
210, and of family between 43 and 46, this average is made up from the Matron's daily re-
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view book of patients, by taking the total number of patients in the Hospital as upon the last
day of each month, adding these totals and dividing by 12. Q. Is there any book or do-
eament in the Hospital by which it can be ascertained how many of the patients have had
full, low, or milk diet, or how many have had porridge on any particolar day# A, There
is none, although that might be ascertained, in so far a5 respects full dict from the diet-
onks ; but these being books of mere daily reference, have not, so far as I know, been
preserved with regularity. Q. During your acquaintance with the Hospital, have you
been accastomed to visit the wards, and to malke enquiries at the patients as to their treat-
ment? A, I have uniformly found the patients express themselves as satisfied with their
treatment.  As an exception to this general rule, I upon one oceasion found a person in
the sailors® ward, whe complained of want of attention on the part of the norse, which I
immediately “investigated, and found thae e had no cause to eomplain, Q). Whether
the peneral answer 1o the last question extemds o the patients in the servants’ wards, and
the lock ward, as well as to the other paticnts of the House? A, It does. Q. Have you
leard any of the elesks complain of dinners provided for them by the Matron? A, Thave;
hu.t- principaliy 1hnn.|g|'l the physicians anid surgeons, arising from the clerks hgwiug ke
plained to them. Q. Huve you reason to know whether these complaints were will or il
founded? A, When these complaints were made o me, I had communication with the
Matron regarding them ; and upon several occasions she has produced to me the cold beef,
or other species of butcher's meat, of which the clerks had complained the preceding day ;
and I do not remember, in any one instance, that T ever found the meat in a state which
should have caesed complaint. These complaints began in the years 1815 or 1816, and
ceased abeut six months ago.  The person who chiefly complained on this score was Mr
Law's clerk.  €). Were the clevks ever present on any of these coensions? - AL Not tha [
recollect : for had T considered the complaint worthy of serious investigation, I would have
submitted the same to the Munagers. Q. Are you the person to whom eomplainis are
usutlly made?  A. They are equally made to me and the Treasurer, Mr Jardine, when
either happen to be at the Hospital. Q). At one time when the complaints were made by
the clerks, were the bills of fare subevitted to the Managers ? A, Those of eight or ten
days were, and they appeared unexeeptionalle. Q. Haz the Matron, in se far as you are
aware of, any interest not to order a sufficient quantity of meat, or not w see that it is of the
best quality A, She has none that 1 am aware of. (). Does she reecive any perquisite
from tradesmen? A, None thet I am aware of, nor do I believe any such, is given.
). Has she any interest, so for ag you aré aware of, to withhola from the putients any
quantity of meat that may be ordered fur them 2 A, Nene. Q. Have you examined any
of the diet-bocks, and could you state any of the varietics of food that have been ordered
by the medical attendants ? - A. T have very frequently examined the diet-books, and [
can state generally, that the medical attendants are in use of giving divections for comforts
of every kind, over and above the usual diet of the Hospital provided for the patients un-
der their charge ; indead I know that they are not limited in any way as to this matter.
T eannot state from memoiy particular instances ; bat 1 have known veal, pork, chicken,
and fruits ondered. Q. Was any new bedding introduced into the Hospital during the
year 1816, and were additions made from time to time since that period? A, I know
that a quantity of new bedding, including sheets, was obtained during 1816 ; and sines
that time additions were made to it. G 'What number of beds was new bedding got for ?
A. I cannot say ; but it was considevable ; and @ considerable quantity has been also gor
in 1817, during which additional wards have been opened. €. Con you furmsh the com-
mittee with a statement of the times in which the new bedding was fornished? A, The
vouchers for 1816 are sealed up, and therefore 1 cannot get access to them ;- but T have the
vourcliers for 1817, and will send a note shewing the same. ). Was any improevement
adopted in the matresses # - A- In the course, of last autumn ticking of blee and white
was introduced for covering the wallresses, in place of brown linen ns formerly, amd
the cover so made a5 to admit of the wool or hair, being more easily taken out for the
purpest. of being cleaned, and the tcking washed. Q. Flus sny improvement begn at=
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tempted in the mode ﬂfwaahing, and when® A. In 1816 a washing amd dljling houase
was suggested by the managers ; but owing toa difference of opinivn as to the proper si-
tuation fer i, it was not bmlt entil last Autumn. I think the contract was made in
August, and the Contractors were hownd to have it finished by the 20th of October.
(). Docs this wash-ouse occupy the place where the former baths for patients were 3 AL It
does ;. there was formerly. one wooden bath sitnated there, which was occnsionally used
both as a hot and eold bath. ). Were these baths complnined of 2 A. I have heard them
complained of as not convenient ; aud T know that it was in contemplation some time go,
1o erect baths upon a betler principle for the patients, but the bath was vsed when required,
Q. Is any new hath now erecting ; and when was the erection thereof resolved upon 2 AL
There are baths fitting up within doors st present, and an estimate wes obiained in the
month of Auvgust or Seim;-mber: The delay in executing them has arisen in consequence
of improvements and proposed alterations by Dr Hope. Q. Flaz the subject of diet been
under consideration of the managers# A, It Las, and is now: A memorandum by the Physi-
cisng, as appenrs from the minutes of tle managers, was referred to a commitiee on the Sd
Wovember 1817. ). Was the plan of kaving an Haospital Inzpector in contemplation, and
when? A. I know that it was, in particolar during the last Autumin ; because 1 framed the
deaft of the report of the commitier, in consequence of instructions from such committee, in
whieh the employment of such an officer was recommended to the managers. Q. Were
these remedies adopted =0 soon as complaints were made, or that it sccured tothe managers
that these were necessary £ AL They were. . Were these remedies in the course of being
ﬂppﬁmj previous 1o its being kuown ihat any eniuiry was in contemplation on the puart of
the contribrators * Au Al of them were. ). When was sueh inquiry first heard of, or sus-
pected by you? A. upon the 30th of Decenber last, when I was waited upon by Mr Wig-
ham, whe paid to me for belool of the infirmary, nine or ton dosations of £35 @ and 1xpon
which cccasion De stated 1o me, that he intended 10 ask or solicit zome of his friends o at-
tend this noble eourt of ours, as he was pleased to term it ). Previous to this, had the
managers come to the resalution of visiting the Heospital weekly ? A. It appenrs from the min-
utes of the 224 December last, that a regelution 1o that effect was entered ; bue I know
that & resolution by the managers to go through the House, lind been come to some time
before, and had been acted wpon. Q. Can you say on an average, how often you might be
in the Hospital yoursell weekly? A. Four or five times o week, and frequently oftener.
Q. Do you know the capacity of the cogs employed to contain the porridee and broth of the
patients? A, Upon an average, what is called a choppin eog, will contain two mutchkins
andd @ half, and the mutehkin eor, used for Leor and milk, will contain from six to seven gills.
@. Do you knew how many bajlers are used in the kitchen # A. Three for muking broth ;
Two are fur patients, and One for table broth. Q. Do you know how much the bailer for
patients broth contains? A. Betwixt 50 and 60 gallons; but I do not know exactly. €}
Do you know whether any additional pot has been used lately for patients. A1 do not
know, but 1 know that many paticnts have been of late served with table broth; and this infor-
matien T got from the mateon. € Do you know on what terms the beef and Bread weee
contracted for previous to the year 1817 # A. It was provided in the same manner before
1817, as 1 have already stated with regard to 1817 ; but ilve prices T do not recollect.
Has there been a contracet made for the beel and bread for the prezent year? A, For the
beef for twelve months, for the bread for three months ; for the beef 33d. pee [b, of 17§
oz, for the bread a fraciion less than Ss. 7d, por peck loafl €. Are there printed regula-
tions for the conduct of the Cleiks? A. There are ; and he now produces them. Q. Age
there printed regulations for the conduct of the nurses hung up in the words 2 A, There
are;, and 1 now produce a copy of them,

2846 Felrnary 1818,
The witness sgain called in and examined. Does it consist with your knowledge, that the
late Matron kept & bock, eontaining recommendations Lo nurses ? Al It does; and | now
lay the samg¢ upon the table; and this book sliews in some cases the reasons of their dis-
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migsal, T this book [ cbserve anurse of the name of Alison Kere, who was recommends
ed by Dr Simpson and Sie John: Matjoribanks, was in Bridewell when sent for j—a circums
stance which proves how easily the most respectable persons may be deceived. Q. Among
My Montgomsery's papers, have you found any state of the dinners given at her own tabl®
to the Clerks and Apothecary - A, I have, and now produce the same, commencing 31st
January 1516, and ending the 20th or November same year. (). Have you any stale
shewing the number of sheets washed in the year 18172 A The washing-book of the
Matron contains this ; and the number washed during the 1817 was 3,357 pairs. ). Have
you eompared the consumpt-buok kept by the Matron, with the quantities contained in the
accompts certified by her for the year 18172 A. [ have, and the result is as {ollows '—

BREAD.
Queact. loawes 21 oz loaves
Beceived, . . . . : 2167 45046
Issued by Matron to patients, nurses, &c. = 5 FRG0 45368

a07 583

This balance is used at the Matron's table, consisting of hersell, the Apothecary, and four
Clerks, and occasional extra allowances to family servants, which is not limited to a fixed
quantity, and not entered in the daily consumpt-book.

MEAL.
Balle
Received, . : . ' 84
Stoncs.  |ba.
Lssued by consumpt-book, - . 670 9
Which at & stones per ball, i - i ; 88 6 o
e —
L1y
BARLEY.
Cwt,
Deduct delivered in January 1818, g
o
3%
This barley is purchased by the ewe.of 112 lbs. of 16 oz, wherens by the
consumpt-book it is issued in 1bs. of 17} oe. inde, to reconcile, deduce =
5376 oz. being 1] on 32 ewt. or 336 Ibs, or i . : &
20
Used by daily consumpt-book for patients' broth, independently of table
coper, . . . 23 G
5 8h
Used in table copper from 14 to 2 Ibs, per day.
BEEF.
Stomew. The.
Received, . . . . . 1241 14
Used, 2 3 . , : ; 1249 13
Excess, ; : 715

Q. Can you give any explanation relative to this excess in the beef? A. The eweess is
accounted for by the boecher’s accounts, containing furnishings in the end of December
1816, of 40 stones 14 lbs. ; from which must be dedvced the quantity furnished in as
nuary 1818 of 24 stonez 0 lbs. : The difference 22 stunes 5 Tha. from which the above
excess being deducted, there remaing an actual deficit of 14 stones 6 Wb, ;. which deficit is
wondelully hittle, when it is considercd that there must have been a few stones of beef in

the larder on the st January 1818 ; and considering that the beel in the Hospital i
P
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weighed gut in very small quantities, whereas the furnisher wciglu at once in lurge quan-
tity. Q- Dwes it consist with your knowledge what steps have been taken by the Mana-
gers, bo increase the funds of the Hospital 2 A. Imlependently of the general anxiety on
the part of each Manager to obtain donations, I may mention in particular, that in the
year 1804, they obtained anauthority from the General Assembly of the Church of Seos-
land, for a general collection st the church duors over the kingiom, and which was obeyed,
with the exception of a very few preshyteries. In the year 1810 the Managers divided
themselves into classes, and made o domiciliary visit throughout the eity of Edinburgh ;
and I may add, that very considerable sums have, from lime to time, been received under
gilts from estates of wltimus kerer, de. under the comtroul of the Right Honourable the
Barong of Exchequer. In shory, T have reazon 1o know, that the Managers have ap all
times, during my acquaintance with the Hospital, been zealous and active to ineresse the
funds of the Charity, by every means in their power. €. Do yon know where the sheets
were washed previous to the building of the present wash-house? A. By a person of the
name of David Morehead, who resides near Colinton. @ Do you know the process by
which they were washed? A. I never saw the process; but T always understood that soRp
and potashes were used in it.

Gtk Felbruary 1818,

Mr James Russeuy, Professor of Clinical Surgery in Edinburgh, examined. Q. How
long have you been connected with the Royal Infirmary, and in what capacity? A, From
the year 1777 to the year 1600 I attended in rotation with the rest of the College of
Surgeans : In 1800 and 1801, or about that time, I had the charge of the Surgical depart-
ment, as attending Surgeon along with Dr Wardrop ; and ever since that time I have
been a Clinieal Lecturer in the surgical department. (. What was your impression
previous to 1801 or 1802, of the general management of the House a3 to cleanli=
ness, diet, and the attendance of the nurses? A, Previous to my appointment as attending
Sargeorr with Dr Wardrop, my opportunities of observation were but oecasional ; but
during the two years I held that situation every thing appeared to me to go on well;
my atiention of course was chiefly directed to the medical state of the patients,
but 1 heard no complaints, and cbserved nothing that celled for censure.  The
articles of diet which we ordered, weré, so far as I knew, regularly supplied, and the nurses
seemed in general to be pretty good, although there were then occasional irregularitics and
misconduct. @ Can you recollect who was Matron during this peried? A. T cannot cor-
rectly 3 a very excellent person, Mrs Rennic, hadl  recently before held that situation, but
whethier she had then retired, I cannmot recollect; but this will appear from the books,
(). Can you speak to the condition and management of the house since you ceased to be
one of the attending surgeons # A, Not by any means with the same accuracy ; my duty
as Clinical Lecturer, only requires a single visit each day; and my attention on that occa-
sian is almost exclusively directed to the state of the patients, as to their health and medis
cal treatment. @ Can you say generally, Whether there have been more complaints as to
the management of late years, than during the peried of your attendence? A. Within
thie twelvemonth, or thereabouts, 1 have certainly heard more complaints in the Consulting
room from the Clerks, addressed in my hearing to the attending surgeons, and relating
sometimes 1o the sheets of the patients, and sonetimes to their diet ; and in particular, I
have heard the Clerks complain excessively of the badness of their own food, which they
said was putrid: The attending Surgeons seemed generally to support the Clerks in those
complaints, in so far as concerned the patients ; and I have seen once or twice, the sheets
exhibited which were so complained of ; and also on one occasion a picce of bread, which
the Clerks displayed as insufficicnt in quantity, thovgh the quality appeared to be excellent,
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About a forinight or three weeks ago, two nurses from the Surgeon's Ward, came into the
Consulting Room, and exhibited rather triumphantly, a piece of meat, which I think they
said was an allowance For three of them for two days, and complaingd that they ecould net
cut it ; I did not know when it had Been dressed, nor did T examine ita quality farther,
than to see that it looked dark, and not very inviting ; I think one of these nurses is named
Grant, and is a person well thought of by the Surgeons: Who were the attending surgeons
and the clerks st the time of these complaints? A. Messrs Law and Gillespie were the
surgeons, and Dr Graigie and Me Glover were the clerks; and T have no knowledge of the
justice or grounds of the complaints except their information. @ From your expericnce
and abservation, does it occur to you, that there is any defect in the srrangement or sys-
tem of communication among the different officc-bearers of the House? A. I-think it
miglit be of advanage if the Medical Attendents had more frequent, casy, and familier in=
tercourse with the Managers, The Managers, so far as I know, have always shewn the
most prompt attention to any suggestions made by the Surgeons in the way of memorial;
but I think it might be of use, if they had the opportunity of stating to them in conversa-
tion, these details and more minute suggestions which eceasionally cecur, theugh not of
sufficient importance to be embodicd in a written statement. T am aware that the Medical
Officers may be admitted to converse with the Managers if’ they chuse to request it ; but T
think that this requires a formal application ; and that it would be better, cither that the
Managers should require the attendence of the Medical Officers at their ordinery meeting,
or that there should be some regular times fixed for their coming together. Q. Do you
know how many of the Ordinary Managers are at present medical gentlemen A, T think
there are five ; and I believe the charter requires that number ; and with a view to what
have stated sbove as to the communication with the Managers, I think it right to say,
that it is what has eecurred to me in the course of my present examination ; and I did not
come prepared to make suggestions upon the subject, though the ideas had previously oce
curred to me. () Does it consist with your knowledge, that the Medical or other Mana-
=ers are in the habit of consulting the Medical Officers in private, on the affairs of the
Hospital #  A. 1 know they have done so occasionally. ). Have the SBuvgeons a power
of regulnting the diet of the patients under their charge? A. I understand that the Manas
gers fix the general diet of the House; but the Surgeons certainly have power 1o make
such alterations in that of every particular patient as they may sec fit; this power, of
course, is frequently exercised, amd is understood” to be always complied with. Q. Has v
accurred to you, that there is any way by which nurses of a better description could be got
for the Hospital * Ao 1 have certainly been of opinion, that by maising their wages, which
are now much below these of sick nurses in private families, a considernble improvement
might be affected: 1| know also, that this has been a subject of consideration among the
Managers, with several of whom I'have conversed with regard to it ;.and though I find that
different opinions are entertained on ' the subject, T am still of opinion that the experiment
should be tried: 1 think also, that the nurses ought to be more immediately under the con.
troul of the Surgeons, so as not Lo be remaved [rom one ward to another against the incli=
nation of the Surgeons, as may now be the case. (L Do you conceive their would be any
advantage in making Clerks mare immediately wnder the contronl of the Medical Attenda
ants than they now are? A, I am of opinion that it would be desireable, to the effect at
least of enabling the Medical Attendents to dismiss them, when dissatisfied with their con-
duet, without a eomplaint to the Managers ; and I rather think, that they sught alsa o be
consulied about their nomination. Upon this subject, however, 1 am nnare that there
iz & difference of opinion, and that some of the Medical Atendantz do not wish 1o take
that vesponsibility. (). Have you known any instance of o Clerk having been retained
in his situation, after he had been desived by the medical attendants to be dismissed #
A. I do not recollect any case of the kind,
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106k February 1818

Mr Bexsaney Weesu, one of the Physician's Clerks of the Royal Infiemary, examined:
Q. How long have you.been one of the Clerks? A I was appointed on the beginning of
November last; but from the 20th of October 1 attended in place of Dr Lee, and lived
in the House during part of that time, with the exception of the last weck, when I At ine
dizgposed. @ Can you speak with regand to- the state of all the wands of the Flouse while
your have boen in it? A, Only. with regard 1o the stale of the Medieal Wards. Q. What
hak been the state of the Medical Wards with respect to eleanlingss?  I'ean only speak as
to D Hamilton's patients: 1 bave occasionally seen dirty sheets, but not very Frequently ;
Iut the wards were otherwise in good onder, according to my judgment. ). Were the sheets
which nppe-a_red dirty near the cluse of the period at whieh they were about to he C]!ang-a,ﬂ H
A. I seldom enquired how long they had been using; but when ['observedthem dirty, I
ordered them: to be changed, which was unifermly dove; and 1 always saw iv was done
cither at the time, or came back afterwards and saw that it was done in the eourse of the
same day.  GQn Was it part of your duty acconding to the regulations of the House, to see
thisdone? A. I got orders from the Managers to see that every new patient got clean
sheets, I did not get orders to look after the sheets afterwards, but I considered it as part
of my duty to do s (). Can you speak with respect to the personal cleanliness. of the pa-
tients? AT have in several cases seen the linens of the patients in a dirty state: And
if I had seen the body of the patient dirty, I would have considered it my duty to order the
nlirse to get him cleaned ; and also'to- have ordered a clean shirt for him, of I fpund it ne-
CEEEATY. 3. Are you able, in the various dutics you have te perform, to ascertain whethey
the persons of the patients are clean? A, ['cannot speak accarately as 1o the state of thi
patients: [ usually saw the hands and the breast of the patient, though not always, unless when
they were in a convalescent state. (. Do you know whether paticnts are generally cleaned
whun they come into the House? A, I would certainly have considered it my duty to
have ordercd a patient 1o be cleaned if I saw him very dirty, and have done sge G Have
theré been any changes made in the bedding since you came into the House?  A. There
have » and these eonsisted of new sheets, and some new matresses: And now two new
wards have been opened, and the sheets of these wards are mostly new. Q. Can you speak.
with regard to the state of the nurses? A Lthink several ofthom are indifferent. 1 have
often heard Mrs Monigomery express a very anxious wizh to get good nurses. (3 Has the.
Matron shewn hersell desirous 1o remove the eause of every complaint made to her by you?
A. Every thing that I have asked of the Matron has been most punctually attended to. Q. Do.
Fou know whether provisions ane hmglll inte the House for the putients by their friends #
A. I have oocasionally instances of this; but chicfly tea, jelly, biscuits, and things of that sort..
Ehave seen the remainsof fresh herrings in the wards, and I was very much displeased with it..
Q. Have you known petatoes or bread brought in # A T have been told, that such have
been brought into the House, but I do not recollect of seeing this on any occasion. Q. Would.
you have considered it wrong?  A. Lwould ; and I have always found fault with the pa-.
tients when any thing was bmq.lghl in, even tea QL Could they be breught in withoue,
your observing it?  A. I conceive it perfectly possible. €. Huove you observed the por-
ridge in the Hospital » A. I cannot speak particularly with regard to them ; but I have.
heard ne complaints from my patients with regard to the porridge, so far as T recollect ;.
and when I saw them in passing through the wards, they appeared 10 be good ; but I paid
very little attention to them, @ Have you ever tasted the porridge or broth? - A, Thave
not ; and I did not consider it part of my duty to attond to the common dict of the House ;
bt when Dr Hamilton ordered any extracrdinary: article of dict, I considered it my duty
to enquire if it was got. Q. Have you had eccasion to see the patients at dinner? A, Very
seldom, as that was the time I mather avoided going through the wards, that I might not
disturb the patients. Q. Have you ever attended any other Infirmary ? A, I have not.
Q. Are the clothes worn by fever patients at the time of their admissicn fumigated, or o=
therwise purificd, previously to their being returned to them at their dismissal? A. Ido
not Lelieve that they are.  €). Have any eomplaints been made to you of any irregularitics
liawing taken place in the wards under your charge during the night, since you came to the
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Houee? A There bave. 6L OF whae neture * A Patients have compleined 1o me of
having Leen distuebod by other patizets quareelling in the vight time, and by paticnts quar-
relling with the nurses. And the witsess laving forther stoted, ther patients and norses
lLave on several occasions complained of being disturivd in the night time by an individual
whom he named, the Committee are of opinisn, that the investigation of this meter ouglit
to be delayed until the individual referred to should be exomined, or wntdl it appear that
said individual is net to be examined: Q. Ilave you ever received compluints of nurscs
lLeing drunk? A, I heve. Q. Did they appear to you to be well founded 2 A They did.
Q. How many instances of this do you recollect? A. 1 recollect of wo distinetly ; upon
one of these the greater pact of the patients in the ward ageeed in opinion, that the night
nitrse was drank, and had given abusive langaage 10 2 patiest : That in the sther, os T was
informed, the day nurse had wken wp the poker and dhreatencd to strike a paticnt ; this
occierred in the Saldiers Fever Ward, Mr Camoeron, whose patient the man was [ belicve ;
and slhe was removed from this wand, and put up te the Surgeons Ward ; [ do mot keow
the name of either of these nurses. (). Dhd vou cver see any of the nurzes in a siate in-
capable of doing their daty? A, No; | have seen nursez when they appeared to have
been drinking ; but they were net in a state incapalile 1o attend o their duty,

Lith Febrnary 1518,

Dr Joux Gorpox, Physician in Edinburgh, exomined. Q. What opporieni-
ties hiave you bl of Imiug ucqﬂuinlm! with the eConmmy aied domestic manageent
of the Royal Infirmary # A, My best opportanitics have been since my appoint-
ment as one of the juniur Surgemu of the Ifouse, about three years ago, w hiicl
situation I still hold : Previous to that time, I hail occasion to see a govd deal of
it since 1502, both as a Medical Student, Dresser, and Clerk. T was Dresser for
six months about 180L T was vot one.of the Clerks appointed by the Managers,
but acted as Cleck about 1505 to D William: Brown, then one of the Surgeons
of the House, who took charge of the Surgical cases in the Medical Wand.
Q. What is your impression as to the state of the Hospital, particularly within
the three last years, as to the cleanliness and personal comfort of the patients?
A, I really think there is considerable room for improvement in both particulars,
I am, of course; best acquainted with the state of the Surgical Wards ; but T do
not confine my observation to them, having very gencrally made it my business in
my daily visits, to go through such of the other Wards as contained cases that at-
tracted my attention ; and I have in this way rroqlmnHJ.' visited them all, with the
exception of the Lock Ward, which I cannot say I have inspected for years.
. Can you mention any pﬂl.‘timl]urs i whieh ¥int think there i:ii, or has heen any
neglect of cleanliness in the management of the House? Ao 1 have observed in
particular, that the sheets and pillow cases were frequently extremely disly, and
this chiefly within the last three years: by which T mean to say, not only that I
have had more opporlunities of observation within that period, but that in point
of fact tiere bas been o grester want of cleanliness doring that time than before.
Within these last sis months there has been an improvement in this porticular,
but at the beginning of last year, T do not think it had begun, "The Jate im-
provement i=s no doubt considerable; but T =G think that there is muoch room Gor
oljection, even as Ihingﬁ now are.  The sheels were sometimes objectionable, SHE
Imr{*nﬂ}' [rom |u|1-‘il'|g lween wacd too 1|m;: withont wahl:'rllg. In other cases llu-_:r
appeared unclean, or imperfectly washed, when fiest put on the beds, and this last
was the case chiclly in the Surgical Wards, It did not appear to me, that the
dirty state of the sheets of the first deseription, was owing to any particularity in

Q
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the diseases of the patients, it heing a general soiling arising from doo long use
With regard to the last deseription of sheets; they had generally the appear-
atee which would he Prmlm:ud Il_'_n‘ pulliﬂg sheets, towhickh ]mrliﬁt‘ls ni'greagc W
attached, into hot water, and in this way, diffusing the grease over the whole sur-
face, no sufficient washing being afterwands used to remove it.  There were also
separate marks of stains, indepemient of the general hlackness ; and on smelling
the !!1{'!.*[.5! I was =truck with (he 'E:'.".':'lu'jr adunr, as i from an il washed sheet + aml
though T have made no N{prri:l'l'tl'nh on the snlject, amd am aware thet stains
from sores and ointments are sometimes very difficult to remove, it was, and is
my impression, that this might have been more effectuclly done, than it seemed
to have heen in those eases. T hes leave to add; that the ocenrrence of such stains
might be very much prevented by a better supply of pieces of wax cloth for pa-
tients with sores or filthy discharges ; at present there are only three or four of a
small sige in the surgical ward, confaining upwards. of 30 patients, and in the
same proportion in the other wards. 1 think it right to say, that this suggestion
has accured to myself; 1 have no reason to think, that any applization has'been
made on the subjeet by the attending surgeons to the managers, and I have no
douhbt, that if it were made, it would be immediately complied with, When I
observed the sheets in an improper state, I did not myself order them to be re-
moved, nol conceiving that I had any right to do so. T have mentioned the cir-
cumstance in conversation to Messrs Law and Gillespie, the sttending surgeons,
illmigll not in the way of information, as T was aware I.|Il:_'|r had themzelves ob-
served it, and understond they had frequently spoken on the subject to the Ma-
tron, with whose attention to their requests they seemed dissatisficd. With re-
gard to the cases of distress in the medical wards, T felt unwilling to 3|:|eu'_||; of
them to the physicians, as not being within my proper department. . Was
there any thing else that struck you as defective in cleanliness, besides what vou
hiave now mentioned : A, 1 have also observed the body linen of the patients, and
parts of their persons, ina Glthy state. Semetimes they came into the house in
very dirty linen, which was not changed ; in other cases they were supplied with
& shirt hﬁlungillg o the hopse, which was gfllf.'rﬂ“}' Yery clean rond, and well
washed, and T know wo instance in which soch o shirt has been ordered and not
supplied. T am not aware there is any regular system or practice of eXamining
ilie I‘.laliF'ilf.!i as to the state of cleanliness on their admission, or for wa_qhing or
shifting them when rm|l.1iredr. nor can I exactly say within whose daly such ex-
amination should fall; but I should think, that it would belong to the elerks to
attend to it. It falis naturally to the nurse to observe the siate of such patients,
and if any thing occurs to her to be necessary, I conceive she should apply to the
clerks to learn, whether there would be any medical objection to such washing ar
shifting: but I do not know whether the nurses have any directions Lo attend to
these particulars. 1 have no doubt that the dirtiness of the sheets is frequently ogea-
sioned by this dirtiness in the persons of the patients, and unless they arve drilled
into it by the nurses, T am aware that mavy of them would as soon lie in dicty *
sheets as in elean. I am of opinion, however, that it is often of great import-
ance to their health thut they should be clean; and T should think it of great im-
portance that it shoulil be made the duty of some person to attend to this, both on
their admission and alterwards: and, in particular, I think it would be of advantaze,
i the elerk of the wand was divecied to inspeel the condition of every patient in
tliis respect at hvis firse visit afier their adinission.

£

g. Have you ever had occasion
to know that any of the patients were infested with lice or other vermin while in-

the Hospital # A, T have never observed any lice upon their persons while paticnts
were alive, o May instances of uncleanness in the patients escape the notice of
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the Medieal Attendants 2 4. Yes they may : Thave known such instances to oceur
and T think it not surprising that they shouid, considering how much the minds of
Medical Gentlemen must be ucmlpierl with the cases of their ;.mliu-nt;. during the
period of their daily visits. This remark applies particularly to the physicians, who
have less orcasion to see the sheets and body linen of the patients exposed. q.
Ought such instances to be unknown to the clerks? A, Such instatces lave
escaped the notice of the clerks to my knowledge ; theugh there is less reason in
their case for their not being observed than applies to the physicians, . Is il the P 15 1815
duty of the nurses Lo observe such inslances? A. Yes. ¢ What Laes appeared
to vou to be the state of the nurses within the last three years 2 A. Within the
last three years I do net find that 1‘,!1:,'}' are 5I|I|1m1.‘|:||.,, but rather the ecntrary i
though my general inapression with regard to them. collected from observation, not
only during that peried, but for a considerable lime prior, is, that they are unfit
for all the duties reguired of them. ¢ Docs this apply to the surgical wards, or
to all the wards of the house ?  A. It in general applies to the whole wards of the
house, but 1 have more knowledge of the surgical wards ; 1 have, however, ol
sprved exq:flﬂim:s Lo this. Some of the nurses have up;l::zlrul fobe c!lﬁ:;]:nrglng ieir
duties well. g Have you had occasion to see the diet of the howse? A, Very
frequently. ¢ Have you had occasion Lo sce the patients at dinner 2 A, Fre-
quently. ¢ Have you observed the broth, and what was its quality # A I
bave, and its quality in general was not good. T have tasted it repeatedly, and jt
seomed to me to be defective in notritious matter, and too thin, ¢ Was
it deficient in barley and vegetable matter, or in animal matter P a. I thiak i
was in general deficient in barley, and also in animal matter.  This applies to
the genmi sigte of the broth, bui sometimes l|l['_'_|' contained greater portion of
these ingredients, though hardly in any instance such a guantity of cither as I
should conceive sufficient for proper nutritious breth for the persors to whom it
was given. ¢ On what days have you tasted the broth. A. On no particular
days of the week. It depended on accident. T sometimes tasted it once a week,
sometimes two or three days following. ¢ Are you aware that the broth difler-
el in ils cl,lllllllﬂeiiiillll different days of ihe week 7 AL T am not the least aware
of any such difference on any particular day ; though undoubtedly the strength
was nol niwuys the same? ¢ Do you know whether the |m1.ie|:t_s sullered in
consequence of the broth being in your opinion too wezk ? g. T do not know of
anv instance of this. g Do you thick that the patients’ FECOVERY would have
Leen more mpid it the broth had been more notrilious ! g, T have no doubt
whatever, that the recovery would have been more rapid, in every instance in
which the diet, including such broth, had been presevibed by the medical atiend-
anl. o Have you scen the Lreth in other Public Institutions 7 a, I have; I
pecollect of having seon and tasted the beoth io one of the Public 1Kiehens, and (e
broth in Bridewell. . How did that appear comparvatively with the Infirmary?
A I apint'urml to be better, in 2o far 28 i seemed (o conlain wore apimal malier,
and certainly had more vegetable. @. Are you of opinion, that the average of Broth
for patients in the Infirmary, independent of cazez in which teble broth may be ex-
pressly prescribed, cught Lo be equal o that in Bridewell or the Pulilic Kitchens,
a. Ttought to be superior, in my opinien, to that made in Bridewell ; for althongh it
appeared to me much belter than in the Infirmary, vet T do not think it is of suff-
ciently good quality for the comuon diet of the patients of the Royal Infirmary.
0. Were you i Lthe I1|Ii|‘ia14ir:.r on Uhe Grst Hml:la._}' ::I'.—Iannar}' last, the day he-
fore the head court of contributors was held P oA Twas. ¢ Did you taste the
broth on that doy, and what was its quality #  a. T did; and it scemed to me o
fuir average specimen of the bad qualitics of the broth which 1 have already spo-
ken to. g Have you ever Lusted the breth in the kitchen? 4. No, It has al-
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ways been in the wande. @ Can yon draw any comporizon between the Lroth e
the Ioyal Infirmary and that in other Inficmaries # a. I have nol tasted the broth
in any other Infinmary, and can draw no such comparison. . Have you had be-
casion Lo observe the dinner served sp to the patients oo fll digt? a0 T haves
@ How was it served up? 4. Diet consists of several articles,  The portions of
meat, forming a part of it, seemed o be brought into the wards wpon 'a board,
and from that were distributed by the nurse o such of the patients a3 were eon-
fined to bed, while others went themselves to receive it at the dressing-table from
the nurse. @ Had the patients in peneral lrlﬂ!rs? a. Ko they lied cogs in
which the broth had been, or was at the time; some of them had empticd the
cog and put the meat into the cog: with others, broth was still in the cogs.
2. 1o you kaow the custom, as to whether the broth or meat is served first ?
a, T'do not kpow what the custom iz; but it seemed to me in g'mmra], that they
had received broth in these vessels before the mest was brought. o Do you
knew wheilier it has been the custom fo put the meat into the hl'nlll, or to cat it
ﬁqmmtﬁy * & I have never =cen tlie |::|.l‘|::i:[5 Jiut the meat nio the broth :
sometimes they put it into the cog from which they had ate their broth; and
sometimes placed it on a bit of bread; and sometimes on a listle table which hap-
pened to be beside them. e, Had all these patientz cogs in which they might
have put their meat? a. That 1 did not ebserve particularly ; but T should
suppose they had.  a. Did you kiow or observe any patient who got boiled meat
who did not get broth? A No. a. Had the patients knives, forks, or spoonst
A Not in general; I have occasionally seen a horn, or a pewter spoon used by
the patients. «. Did youn ever see the paticnts eat their broth in any other way
than with a speon? A I have; acconding to my ohservation they were gene-
rally drank.  a. How did they take their porridge? &, T do not recolleet ever
having seen a patient in the Royal Infirmary cating his porridge.  a. Do you
know that knives, forks, and spoons are furnished in other Hospitals, and in
what ]iuapitﬂli? a. 1 have no doubt, from the jnformation I have received,
that they are furnished by most of the other Hﬂsllihlh in Grreal Brilain, thnugh I
have no direet means of knowledge relative to that peint. . What other Hos-
pitals in Great Britain have you visited 2 . All the great Hospitals in London ;
the {mpitals at York, Neweasile, and G]nsguw; but never saw  the patients at
dinner in any of them. @ Did you make any observation on the quantity or
quality of the animal food given to patients in the Infirmary? 4. Thave. In
l-":"i”l of qualltit}’, cnnsillnﬁllg the nature of the broth which ul:ﬂ:lmpani-ed it, it
seemed to me small. It appeared also too often in o dry and cool state. And as
to ql.laﬁl.:-', not unfrequently mingled with too much Fat, gristle, and membra-
neons suhstances ; and of course containing too small a propertion of muscular
fibre. @ Dhd you olwerve the qll:llll.il:i' and quﬂlit}' of bread ? &, The flLlﬂ-IiL}’ of
the bread has always appeared to me lo be of the very best; but still, mﬂﬁilltl‘iﬂg
the composition of the broth, I have lhnug]‘rl its [III:HItEtJ‘ too little, . ITave ¥ o
heard the patients express themselves dissatisfied with the diet of the Hospital #
a. When I have been observing their fare, some of them have sometimes on those
SCCASTONS, 1'{;Iu|;|l_u|-ilj' 1mu|1h:5|n;t"| tome, bothof the ||l.r:'.nl]l}‘ anul qnn!it}r, bt most
frequently on those occasions of the quality of the diet ; although in general they
have wade no complaint on the subject.  a. Does any thing else pecur to you as to
the diet? a. The beef tea; when |:r:.'sc'|'i|mﬂ, appeared Lo me to he too weak ; and
the beef steaks prescribed in pasticular cases, not selected with that eare which seem-
ed to me of great importance in these instances ; containing too large a proportion,
of the whole gquantity preseribed, of fat, membrane, and other matters different
Arom the animal fibre. & Have you particular access to know the mature of
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the diet usual amoag the lower orders in Edinburgh and its viciaity 2 a. T have
no particular aceess to know this ; meaning, by lower orders, the class of society
below servant. @ Do you know whether animal food is generally used among
the lower orders who reside in their own houses, particularly in making broth ?
4. I do not know; hut T have .u.lwu}'s understood & small qm}nﬂtr at least of
animal substance of some kind or another, was employed by them in making
broth. @. On the whole, do vou consider the full diet of the Infirmary excep-
tionable? . Yes, both ds to quantity and quality ; but T should think there
was less reason for ohjection in ‘peint of quantity, were the quality better ; and
tliis applies to what I have szlready said relative to the broth and beef. . Do
vou consider that a Beard, whereof the President of the College of . Physicians,
the Professor of Anatomy and Surgery, one Professor of Medicine, and two
Members of the College of Surgeons, are members, qunl[ﬁed to judge of a suit-
able Hospital diet? A/ T should think, that any Deard comprehending sucly in.
dividuals as members, would be abundantly well qualified to judge relative to that
matter.  @. Are you acquainted with the rules and regulations of the Hospital 2
a. I have thought it 'only necessary for me to be particularly sequainted with
the regulations relative to the duties of the junior Surgeons; though T think I
have a general information of the regulations relative to the duties of the other
Medical Officers, and of the clerks and servants of the house. a. Is your infor.
mation such as to enable you te judge how far these rules, if conscientiously dis-
charged, are sufficient for accomplishing the areat object in view by this institution
A, Fam disposed to answer, that these rules, even if quite conscientiously discharg-
ed by all partics, are hardly, in my apinion, sufficient to insure a right domestic eco-
nomy in an establishment of this nature. o What do you consider requisite to
resder the establishment such as you conceive it ought to be 2 4. T shauld coneeive
that more expriess mgnlnfi:ms are necessary, in the first place, with respect to
scarching the eleanliness of the patients. 2d, With respect to the ability, good
conduct, and temperance of the norses; and, lstly, with repard to the quantity
amil quulily of the fond, I should also think it of the |:|ig||u.1[ ilnpurlunm, that o
syslem ol more constank i]l.-cpm'i:.rrli should be matntained over the whoele :];;lmrl,.
ments of the House, by persons appoinled by the Managers, or otherwise, for
that parpose, and in whom they coulid cutively rely for the faithful performance
of that du:}', Q. Do you mean by ill::pr:ﬂll"l.'rn, miedical iI'IEJ':IL"I:‘liuJ'.I'.' A No: ge-
neral inspection, by a comimitter, from which T see no reason for excluding medi-
cal men. Q. Do you conceive there is sufficient facility of communication between
the Managers and the medical artendants?  A. 1 bardly think the communication
is sufficient: Tt is pechaps too much restricted by understood rules, thuugh there
is no medical persoa who has not access to the Managers, on any occasion he may
think of imporiance to the house, by observiag the rules alluded to. Q. T'o what
rules do vou allude 2 A, The surgeons of the house undersiand i to be o rule,
that any communication which they may have to make to the Managers, must be
wade in writing through the medium of the Clerk or Treasurer, and that they
cannot appear before the Managers directly, to save the necessity of that commu-
nication. @, Do you know if this is the understanding of the Physiciaus? A, I
do nut know. L Tho you kuow on what this IIIIIIIE‘F.‘-‘t.:‘Ill{:lng is founded? A, I do
not know; I belicve it to be from an wmlorm l}raf:l'.ii,'c-. Q. In any case, where
youn observed any thing wrong, have you made any remonstrance, either to the
Managers as a hody, or to them imiivhtuu“y? A NMo: I have not : T have made
no remonstrances with respect to cleanliness, for the reasons mentioned formerdy ;
and with respect to other cireumstances, I have been deterred from complaining,
in the first place, From the hope that the subjects of complaint would attract the
notice of the Managers themselves 5 2dly. From a fecling, that being only a junior
14
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medical attendant, sy remonstrances might pessibly be interpreted into prema-
ture interference; and, 3dly, From a fear, that my complaining might be con-
sidered as a hasty implication of the attention of the visiting Managers of the In-
firmary to the dutics of their office: As I have reason to believe, however, that the
defects T have spoken to in the domestic economy of the house, have been more
minutely known to me than to my medical brethren: I do sincerely regret, that
Lallowed myself so mueh to be influenced by these feelings, and did not directly
communicate my observations to the Managers ; feeling perfectly satisfied, from
my knowledge of their humanity and general care for the interests of the house,
that they would not have listened with inattention to any remonstrances I should
have had occasion to meke. §. Have you ever had occasion to do duty as at-
tending surgeon in the surgeon’s ward, since your appointment ss one of the
junior surgeons? A, I have not. @. Ilave you been in the practice of attending
the physicians in their regular visit, since your said appointment: A, No. €.
Have you been in the habit of accompanying the medical clerks in their rounds
A.No: My visitsto the honse have Flmmﬂy lieen made st the usual hours of at-
tendance, from twelve to one,  Whean the whole of that hour was not occupied ip
the surgical wards, 1 have generally visited such of the other wards as contained
cases about which I felt an interest. Im those visits, I have carclully avoided
any interference with the physiﬁlm emlllu}'ed an gu-illg their rounds, and have
never been accompanied with a clerk, unless when I was nncertain as to the place
of the patient I wished to see. I have often, however, remained in the Hospital
till afler two o'clotk; and not unfrequently have made visits before twelve in the
forenoon, as well as in the evening. My object in soliciting the situation I at
present bold in the Infirmary, was my improvement in medicing in general, not
surgery in particular.  The situation was granted me in the most liberal manner
by the Managers, and I shall ever feel grateful to them, for the opportunity of
professional instruction which has thus been afforded me, in an Institution which,
so far as my knowledge extends, is, in point of medical arrangement, inferior to

none cither in this country, or on the continent.

12th February, 1818

Dr Awxpkew Duscax, physician in Edinburgh, examined, states, The day
after the last general court of contributors, I sent a note to Mr Wigham, stating,
that considering Mr Wigham’s motives Lo be honourable, and that he wished for
useful information, I thought proper to mention that T considered that he had
been much misinformed as to the Hospital, and that I could give useful informa-
tion if examined before the committee. Q. Desired to state what you think it
would be of importance that the committee should know ? A. T attended the
Hospital as Clinical physician since the year 1774, and have had, for upwards of
20 years past, the charge of the Clinical Wards, and given lectures for some
months every year. I was also twice a Manager, for a year at a time, as Presi-
dent of the Cellege of Physicians.  'With respect to the diet, it is the same which
was in use in the time of Drs Clerk and Dr Drummend, and afterwards in the
times of Drs Stedman and Hope. It consists with my knowledge, that the diet
was approved of by all those physicians ; and in particular T know, that Dr Sted-
man, when he wrote the history of the Infirmary, bestowed much pains in mak-
ing inquiries on the subject. To me, the three different kinds of diet appear
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highly proper for an hospital. > a. What table do you refer to? . I refer to
the printed table of diet appearing in Dr Stedman’s history of the Infirmary.
a. Have the three kinds of diet been observed in the Infirmery? a. I do not
know whether they have been generally observed ; but I have been in use to or-
der these different kinds of diet to patients. o Have you seen any table of diet
or regulation which fixes the proportion of meal for a given number of patients
a. I have not seen any table fixing the quantity. . Have you seen the por-
ridge of the patients? . Very frequently. I generally go to the [Infirmary
when doing duty as Clinical Professor, either before, or immediately afler my
own breakfast, and in this way I have often occasion to see the porridge in the
Clinical Wards. a. Whatis your opinion of the quality of the porridge? a. It
appeared to me to be very good, as also the milk. T have tasted the milk re-
peatedly, and was led to do this in consequence of Dr Hamilton having mention-
ed that there was better milk in the Infirmary than in any private family in
Edinburgh ; and I found the milk very good, th.mlgh not better than in my own
family. @ Had you any occasion to judge of the quantity # a. I had net, but
I never heard any patient complain of having had too little. o Did you ever
enquire al any patient whether he had enough?  a. T have often asked patients
if they had eat all their porridge, and they frequently answered that they had not.
In cases of extraordinary appetite, 1 have ordered double allowance of bread. 1
recollect of having done this in one instance in the present winter, when a pa-
tient having a keen appetite said he thought he had too little bread.  q. Have
you seen the beef furnished to patients? 4. 1 have frequently seen the beef
steaks, and the beef was rood. The way in which I eame to see the beef was,
that the: steaks are dressed in the ward. T think this a proper practice, both be-
cause the patient gets the steak hot, and because he can have it at such time as
his appetite may best incline him to take it. T have known many cases where the-
patient could not eat his dinner at the ;‘egl.llul' diet hour. €. Where did you see
the beef lying# A, 1t was lying on the table in the window, where it is usually
placed when brought up to the ward. T never saw them thrown upon the beds of
the patients, and I do not believe that any such practice exists. Q. Did you
ever see a nurse give the steaks to the patients in a raw state 7 A. T never did,
I have scen the nurses feeding the patients with the steaks when dressed ; and on
these occasions the steaks were always upon a pla!e or dish of some sort or ano-
ther. €. Do vou know il the patients ever cook the steaks themselves? A, T do
not know ; but T believe they occasionally do. 1 recollect of one case, where a
patient dressed pork steaks for himself; and in this case, besides these steaks, T
ordered eggs, cheese, and double allowanee of full diet. Q. Do you s]ieal' to the
diet and beef steaks in all the wards, or only as to the Clinical Wards? A, I
spd:.'tlt only as Lo the Clinical Wards. Q. Is there more attention paid to diet in
the Clinical Wards than others? A, Tdo not consider that there is. There in
no parlicular table of diet for the Clinical Wards more than the others, but from
the cases being selected, more particular diet may be ordered. Q. Were the
Clinical Wards more frequently visited sinee you have been physician, than the
other wards.  A. I can only spesk ‘as to my own practice, which has bLeen to
visit the wards very frequently. I remember, that in one course some years ago,
I visited those wards three times every day for three months; and my principal
ohject was, during these private visits, to enquire ot the nurse relative to the state
of the patients, and to give directions respecting them, and T have always visited
them twice awday when lecturing during the present winter. I left the evening
visit to-my elerk. T had thus oeeasion to see the beds and persons of the: patients.
Ever since. [ attended in the Hospital, T'have wniformly told the students in lee-
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turing, that cleanliness, cool air, and diluent drinks, were highly es;ential in tie
cure of diseases, particulaily of fever; and that strict attention had been paid to
these circmmstances in the Clinieal Wards while under my care. @ Do you
know if there was any general rule for supplying sheets in the Clinieal Wards at
stated periods, independent of special directions by the physician? A I do not
know what the practice was in this respect. Q. Was you frequently in use te
order sheets to be changed as being dirty 2 A, Sometimes, but not frequently .
and I have found in some cases that sheets had been changed where it had become
necessary from the peculiar state of the patient, without baving given any directions
to this effect. G Have you had eccasion to order clean linen for patients? A, Fre-
quently ; and when ordered, it has always been supplied hJ- the House. €. Gm.e_mf!l__y
speaking, do you conceive that patients remain a shorter or Jonger time in the
Clinical wards than in the other wards of the House?  A. I do not know ; but -,I
have often applied to the ordinary physicians to take convalescents into II‘.he-ir
wards, that T mighl. have a variely of cases Lo lecture upon. G What is the ug.u?]
- number in the Clinwcal wards ? A, The allowance is ten men and ten WOmEn ; I;ﬂ!
we usually take in as many as the wards will contaiu, which is from 12 te li_q#fl.
Q. Do you think that as much-atiention has been paid to the cleanliness and com-
furt of the patienis during the last tlicee years s formerly? A Tdo. Q. AF
students who attend the Clinical wards as fn.'rpltnlly attacked with fever as SOMm:
years buck #  A. I think they are not ; but I do not attribute this either to ciean-
liness, coul air, or diluent drinks, but to the introduction of fumigation by mul-';;;}
tie aeid gas, which I have bad carefully perfarmed in my own wards every marp-
ing. Q. When patienis are brought into the house with vermin seen upon lhérg.
are any means used to getrid of thems a4 far as is possible? A, Certainly. i;l
Are patients regululy examined when they come into the house as Lo this cleanl;-
nees of their persons ¥ A, They generally are ; and in the Clinical wards u]wnj-s.
This is done by the physician himsell, or his clerk and nurses.  Almost the whole
patients are in the lowest rank of life, and very frequently come in very dicty.
). What rules do you conceive it would be prodent to gi.'n: Lo nurses generally
respecting the cleaning of the persons of patients on their first admissions? A, I
think it would be extremely difficult to lzy down any general rule; but Iam of
opinion, thai the aurse ought to report io the physician, it she discovers any want
of cleanliness about patients, which may esczpe his ewn observation, and to take
his directions accordingly. Q: Would it be prudent te impower the nurse to wash
every patient when admitted 2 A. T think it would not. Q. Are you of opinion,
that when the physician’s clevk visits a patient for the purpose of taking his caze,
on his admission into the hospilal, that it ought te be an imperative duty with
the clerk immediately to direct the person of the patienl to be as effectually clean-
ed by washing, or othicrwise, as can be douse consisiently with the disease under
hedabours? A. Certainiy ; and I have vailormly given divections Lo that effict te
the elerks in the Clinical wands. Q. IMave you any thing to state as to the
nurses. A. There are two nurses; a night and a dsy one to each Clinical ward.
In general T have found them very attentive and humane ; and only on one oces-
sion have I found il necesary to have a nurse turned off, which was about ten
years ago. Q. Do patients on leaving the house, ar afterwards, express their gra-
titude for the treatment they had expesienced in the house. A, Frequently ; and
1 have an hundred times in the street got the blessing of patients, for the care they
had met with in the Infirmary. Q. Do the foregoing ohservations apply exclusive-
Iy to the Clinical wards; or have you ever paid any attention to other parts of
‘the house. A. I have not the same opportunity of  knowing the circumstanees of
other wards, as of the Clinieal wards ; but I have every reason to bylieve, that in
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these also, every thing is done that can contribute to the comfort or cure of patients
In going to the Clinical wards I have to pass through the Men's Country ward ;
and in selecting patients for the Clinical wards, I have occasionally been in all the
wards ; and it appeared to me, that in general these were all in good order. Q.
Have you inspected the sheets and beds in other wards? A. T have occasionally
seen them, but T have not partieularly inspected them. €. Have you seen much
- of the Surgical ward # A. I have seen less of them than of the other wards, as I
.mre]r solect s“rgicnl cases for the Clinical wards. §. Have you seen patients in
other wards when at diet? A. I have not. Q. When you directed any thing to
be corrected, did a ready compliance appear to you to be given to it by the Ma-
tron? A. There always was; and I never found one instance to the contrary. Q.
In the course of your experience in the Hospital, did you ever observe, on the
part of the Managers, any disinelination to investigate every mutter connected
with the good of the Hospital, or to apply remedies where the same appeared ex-
pedient.? A. I never did ; but when I was mysell a Manager, I suggested the
great a.dmntnge which, in my niﬁnil‘.!ll, would result from the establishment of two
additional branches connected with the ||m]|ilul; one {or convalescenis, the other
{or incurables : but to these the state of the funds was an unsuPEralJ]e objection 3
and I doubt much i it will ever be possible to execule them, unless by very large
legacies lefl for that purpose. I was perfectly satisfied, that the reason for not
adopting these improvements were substantially good. Q. Do you think, that
there is sufficient facility of communication between the medieal Officers and the
Menagers? A. T think there is the utmost facility of communication betwixt
them. Q. What other Hozpitals had you oceasion to see, and when, 4. T have
seen formerly many of the principal Hospitals in Britain; at London, Bath, Bris-
tol, Birmingham, Manchester, York, and Newecastle ; and in the years 1814 and
158135 I saw the priﬁcipnl hospitals in London, York, and Newcastle, in company
with the principal physicians and surgeons ; and the Glasgow hospital last sum-
mer. Q. Hew does the Edinburgh Hospital, in your opinion, stand in comparison
with those® A. I think the Edinburgh Hospital is not inlerior to any of them in
allending Lo the comlorl and recovery of patienls. € IDe you think the Edin-
burgh Hospital equal with those you have mentioned in the construetion of the
howse. A, IL is inferior to some of them in that respeet, particularly te the Glas-
zow Hospital > Q. Do you consider the Edinburgh Hospital as equal to the others
you kave mentioned in cleanliness of the beds and bed-linen ? 4. To the best of
my recolleetion it is not inferior to any of them. Q. Do you consider it equal to
the others in point of the cleanliness of the persons and body linen of the patients.
A. 1 never saw enough of the others to be able to judge on this point. Q. Do
you consider the ]jdinhurgh I'Inr-pit:ﬂ as qulnl to the others you have meniiunerl
in- medical attendance.  In many of the other hospitals the physicians only
atiend eertain days in the weel, but in the Edinburgh Hospital the medical prac-
titioners regularly attend every day ; and in my opinion there is not an hospital in
Furope in which the sick poor have a beiter chance of recovery than in the Infir-

mary of Edinburgh,
v

12th February 1918,

The Hev. James Porreons examined. g What sitvation do you hold in the
Roval Infirmary 2 A, Chaplain, whieh T have held lor seven or eight years past.
9. What are the nature of the duties? A, When 1 was fiest appoiuted, the duty
]
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eonsisted in preaching to the potients on Sunday afteroeon, and visiting the dying
through the week 1 T have since extended this duty, by making it a practice to vi-
sit all the wards of the Infirmary twice a-week.  a. What is the object of these
visits # A, For prayer, pointing out passages of scripture, and speaking & word of”
comfort to the dying. . From the nature of vour intercourse with the patients, do
you think it likely, that they would communicate to you any complaints relative to
their ireatment in the Hospital, in the hope of your interference for their relief® AL
Most naturally. T have always endeavoured to soothe them, and speak kindly to
them under their affliction ; and many of them have called upon me when dismissed,
to receive atd when tlll'}" cannol work, or to carry them to distant |flmg. 'q_ Have
paticnts ever made complaints to you of their treatment in the Hospital ?  Never,
excepl onee, alioul & year ago, a man from Duondee ohzervedl that the broth was at
times thin, but far betfer than he could’ afford at his own honse. "Phis patient
spoke very favourably of the Hospital in all other respeets. @ Have you recom-
mended patients for admission to the Hospital> A, Frequently ; T have sometimes
sent three in a week, sometimes more. . Did such patients while in the House,
ot after dismission, ever express themselves to you relative to their trealment in
the House, and in what way #  A. On no occasion did they make any complaint,
bt on the contrary, expressed their contentment and gratitude for their treatment ;
and I have often heard patients from a distance say, that if they had money to
spare, they would leave a part of their means to the Hospital, as o mark of grati-
tude. a. Have you ever had occasion to see the diet of the patienis served out
to them # A, Never served out ; but I have seen them at their diets. g, What
it vour opinion as to the quantily and quality of the diet, so far as you could
judze?  a. The quality always appeared to me to be the best. I have examined
the meal, and other articles, and T have seen the Matron send back milk when it
appeared to her to be objectionable.  As to the quantity, I bave always under-
stood that it was what was ordered by the Managers and Medical gentlemen.
I have no means of judging personally, further than having seen broken bread
near the patients, and also some in the Matron's pantry, which she told me had
been hrought down from the wards unconsumed. a. Have you seen the patients
at dinner? 4. No; the usual hours of my visits are from 9 to 12 in
the forenoon, amd in the evenings I attend when called wpon. . Have
you ever had occasion to see the portions of porridge or bread served up
for breakfast? a. I have not. @ Have you ever examined the state of the
sheets or bedding in the wardst A For these two years back, I have looked
at them more particolarly, and they appeared to me to be much the same as
they are now, the colour of the new sheeting is whiter than they were formerly,
and all along they appeared to be of a degree of cleanliness, suitable to an hospital.
Tt is diflicult in many cases to keep the sheets clean in an Hospital. T have seen
instances of sores that would have required a change of sheets twice a day. Q. In
s far as you have observed during these two years, do you think that the sheets
in gq_'-n.grgi have been alien ennu.gh eﬁaﬁged. A. As far as I have niueh'ed, I have
reason to think they have been changed as frequently as was judged necessary, or
ae ardered !1_'.1 the medical aitendants. @ o Fyou know the conduct ol the
nurses* A, In general they conduct themselves properly : and I find them
always at their posts when T go throngh. 1 koow that the present Matron dis-
missed several nurses FII.H.'H;J after Lier u|:||mi||l|||t'|ll. which made a duup impre-sn
sion upon them ; and I have not scen any of them intoxieated since that time ;
hut I have hefore. @ Do you find the Matron disposed to attend lo sny sug-
gestion made by you relative to the Hespital of patients? 4. Most readily.—
She is in use Lo consult me respecting the afiuirs of the house. I see ber fre-
quently, and we are in good hiabits; and it oppears to me that she studies every
thing for the good of the heuse

e
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Dr Jaues Houe, Physicien in Edinburgh, and Professor of Muateria Medica,
and one of the T'rofessors who [gives Clinical Lectures, examined. @ In what
manner and how long have you been eonnected with the Royal Infirmary? 4.
I have been acquainted with the Royal Infirmary for nearly forty years, having
attended it as o student ; and sinee the year 1798, T have been a Clinfenl rofies-
sor, and have delivered fifteen or sixteen clinical courses. . Is your knowledge
of the state of the Infirmary sinee you were Clinical Professor confined to the
Clinical Wards, or does it extend to the other parts of the House? 4. My at-
tention is solely confined to the Clinical Wards, and to the economy of the House
in so far as connected with these Wards. Q. Have you at any time been o mana-
ger of the Infirmary 2 4. During the three years that I was President of the
College of Physicians, which I believe were the years 1810, 1811, and 1512, ¥
was a Manager ex officto. Q. While you were Manager, had you oceasion to in-
spect the other parts of the Housze frequently? 4. 1 bad, along with the other
Managers. Q Whal has been the state of the h-en.hii:l}g in the Clinteal WWard=
while you had the charge of those Wards? 4. Previous to my being a Manager,
the bedding was in what I conceive not to be o good state; but while T was a
Manager, several Committegs were appointed, some of them at my own sugges-
tion, and one in particular, to consider the stale of the bedding ; and in conse.
quence of the report of that Commiltee, the bedding was considerably altered :
since which time, | conceive it to be in excellent order. I gm in the habit off
giving to the voung gentlemen appointed as Clinieal elerks eertain written diree-
tions, of which the following is one, marked No. 13. % They are requesied to
i examine the state of each bed: and should any Lhing appear amiss, they are
© immediately to communicate this to'the Matron.”  In consequence of which, al-
though frequently interrogzated on the subject of it, I have never received but the
most favourable account of the state of the bedding, meaning the mattress. Q. In
what state do you conceive the sheets to have been in the Clinical Wards, in
point of cleanliness? 4. Previous to the period at which T was manager, I con-
ceived the sheets to be not in so good a state as they have been since s but sinee
that time, I think they have Leen in an excellent state. Q. Have you never obe
served any of them when first put upon the beds, to be very much stained or
soiled with greasy matter? A. Frequently ; but on pointing these out to the
nurses, they always said that these stains could not be removed ; but in other
respects, these very sheets appeared to me perfectly clean. Q. Have you
observed any change in the state of the sheets since last summer? A. They
are mow whiter, and flook better. Q. Are vou aware, or have you observed,
that any considerable number of new sheets have been got since last sum.-
mer? A, I have no opportunity of knowing this; and I eannot suy whether the
difference in their appearance is owing to Uieie being new sheets, or to the ald
sheets being better bleached. . Do the pationts in general remain long enougls
in the Clinical Wards to require a change of sheets, hefore they are discharged
or removed to other wards* A, Many of them remain for three months, others
for a shorter period ; some ouly a few days. Q. Do you think that the cheets of
those patients that remain for seversl weeks in the Clinical Warda, have been
frequently enough changed ? A, T have ro doubt that the Clinical clerks, ar.
cording to Lhe directions given, sec that the sheets are changed when necessary
and I myself' order them frequently to be changed ; so that in some cases '[!I-l'!'rf
have been changed every other day, @ Are you acquainted with the diet of the
patients? A, Tam. Q. Do you take pains to make your Clinteal clerks ae.
quainted with it? A, Certainly, In the regulations before mentioned, commu-
nieated by me to the Clinical elerks, the following regulation stands under Nao.
1 :—* The clerks are requested to pry particular attention to the diet in point
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« of quantity and of quality, as contained in the aunexed Table No. 3. Should
“ any defect in either respects be observed, they are immediately to be commu-
i¢ picated the same to the Matron; and in cese no altention be paid by her,
¢ they are requested to inform Dr H.”  And in order to impress that and other
regulations on the minds of the clerks, I am generally in the habit of making the
clerks copy them ; and for some years the table of diet, No. 3, was pasted on the
board of the port-folie, containing the Clinical cases, which is as follows :—

DIETS IN THE ROYAL ITNFIRMARY.

LOW DIET. e B

BrREAEFAST.—T hirce gills of milk or of beer, and about five and & halt ounces af ai‘Jir:iu-
poise of bread ; or, in room of the bread, o mulchkinor so of oatmeal poreidze, weish-
ing 20 oz,

Dixner~A choppin or so of broth, and 53 oz. roll aveirdupoiss.

Supren.—Tlie same in every respect as breakfast.

FULL MMET. ; g
The addition of § Ib. of boiled beel three vines fo the dinoer inlow diet; otherwise
these two are the same.

Notg.—When full dict iz not particulaziy mentioneld, low diet is understood.  Some-
times in cases of great debility and weakness of the stomach, a bason of beef.tea i
preseribed for dinner; sl in this ease the broth is taken away. When the pa-
tient is ordercd 10 have o pieee of boiled becf, or o picee “f.. sicak daily, either ef
these is understond to be hall a pound, aned is added to' the dinner in low dies,

Q. Haow was that table of dict made out. A, T have had  the tablefor 15 or 16
vears, but have no recollection from whom I received ity but'I have shewn it to
Dr Spens and the Matron, who have acknowledged its: accuraey.  toceursto
me, that I might have copied the table of diet from the publieation containing
ihe statutes of the Ru}-al !ul—irm:ir;r = hut on now illﬁpcﬂ:lihg lhr,-"lu:h!ica,tim whiek
is on the table, prlntl.:{l im 1778, I find that this cannot be theease, In the
table of diet in the statules referred to, there is low, middle, and full diets, and no
quantities are specified : whereas in that which I have now shewn to the Commit-
tee, there isonly low and full diet, and the quantities are specified. ~ G Are you
aware when any change took place? A, Noj; the table I have referred to is
the only one Lever knew. Q. Do yon Enow what quanlity ef oatmeal is wsed
in making porridge for any given number of patients? 4. I do not know,
Q. Have you seen the porridge of the patients ? 4. I was in the habit very fre-
quently, afler coming out of my class in Lhe College al nine o'clock; to ealliat

the Imfirmary, and also: of calling oecasionally in: the uﬁ:lﬁt:g; and al these -

times frequently saw the messes of porridge; and they appeared to be good
and ordinary porridge  This can only refer to the Clinical Lectures delivered
during the winler courses; but occasionaily during the summer courses I oo
there in the evening, and sowetimes then see the porridge. 1 did not lecture in
the winter 1816-17, but I lectured last summer ; at which time I oceasionally
saw the patients get their porridge. Q. Have you tasted the broth of the
patients 7 4. I have. Q. Did you think them of suitable quality? 4. In
gélltl'lll t_he:; were of good llllﬂ.lil.}‘ = hut =t Limes it has been rl!pnrle:l to me
by the Clinical elerks, that the Lroth was not so good ; and upon tasting them
I have found this fo Lie the case : and 1u|'11;-u'.'m I:.r, when Dy ih-ilh}r was Ulinical
clerk some years ago, some complaints were preferred by him of the badness of the
broth, which, oun tasting, I fouud very walery. T complained to the " /a-
tron, who teld me, that such 1,||ings would sometimes occur; but to her
certain knowledge, at these imes there had been no altesation in the usus! guantity

R
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ul'tfl.r.! ingredients last summer, Also some complaints were made of the bad quality
of the broth and which, on tasting, T also found not of proper strength and
watery. I again complained to the Matron, who promised to pay particular atten-
tion to correet or to prevent such from occurring again; and at the same time she
said, that she eould not answer for the uniform attention of her servants any more
than private families could. . Are you aware that the quantity of meat put
into the broth on any particular day, depends on the number of persons to whom
the boiled meat is to be served? . T am not. o Did you observe whether the
broth, during the last two or three years, had in general a sufficient proportion of
barley and other vegetable substances 4. When I was a manager, & commillee
to examine into the state of the diet was appointed, since that time the broth has
heen better in general, and particulary so during this winter elinical course which
commenced on the first of February, until which time I had no opportunity of
seeing it since my former clinical course. q. Have the patients the same kind of
broth every day of the week? 4. No, two days of the week they have potatoe
soup, which I tasted yesterday, and found most excellent, although it was taken
from the pot half an hour before the time of serving it. @ Have you ever tasted
the potatoe-soup after being served oul to the patients in the wards? 4. Never:
but T presume what I tasted yesterday would not be so good as when distributed
io the patients. . Did you ever observe the potatoe-soup in the wards?  a. 3
did not. ¢. Did you ever tuste the broth in the wards, unless when it was com-
plained of? a. I have done so fowr or five times in my life. ¢. Have you ob-
served the patients at dinner? A I have. ¢. Do you understand that the hall
pound of meat given to the patients on full diet, according to the table you have
referred to, is half a pound before it is boiled or afler ? 4. It is hall & pound be-
fore being boiled? . What portionof the patients in the clinical wards are usually on
full diet 7 A. About ene-fourth, ineluding those who are on beef-steak. It of course
varies: very much at different times. G What proportion of the patients in the
Clinical Wards, are upon beef-steak # A, Usually a very small proportion ; not
probably above three or four. Q. What has appeared to you to be the quality
of the beef-steak? A, It scemed to me very good. Q. Have you ever received
any complaints as to the quality of the beefisteak # A T have once received a
complaint from Dr Beilby of a beelssteak being tough; but T had no opportunity
of seeing that steak at the time, and I do not recollect whether any other paticnts
were ordered beelsteak at this time. Q. Do vou remember of any complaint re-
lative to the beefisteak being made to you last summer? A, T do not; but there
might be so. I remember some complaint being made respecting the small quan-
lity of meat given to the patients; upon which I went to the Matron, and she
mentioned, that differences in the quantity assigned to each patient, might at
lies take place, as it is impossible to divide accurately the meat into the proper
quantity : but that she was sure the whole quantity for the patients had been put
into the pot on the days complained of. Q. Do you recollect some years ago, 1813,
five portions of meat having been shewn to you by Dr Beilby, being all that
were served for the Cliniesl Ward that day 7 A. T do not recollect : but it may
have been so. i

108k Fc.ﬁ:'errzrur‘,r 1518,
©). Have you seen the dinner served to the patients * A, I jm-m, Q. HHow is
the meat given to the paiients by the nurses ? A. 1 cannot say ; but when in the
putit'lll":i IIUMSSimh it has becn, g:'m'ru][_f npon a pl.:lr: Or 0 saucer, arin one
of the vessels that had contained the broth., Q. Did the patients cal their meal

with knives and forks? A, Not generally, Q. Have you seen the beef-steaks in
T
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possession of the patients, dressed or undressed 2 A. I have seen them both dresscd
and nndressed in the possession ef’ the patients, who were eating them on plates
or saucers. Q. Is it the practice to throw the beef-steaks, cither raw or dressed,
upon Lthe beds of the patients 2 AL 1 never saw them thrown on the heds of the
patients, and never knew or heard of such a practice in the Hospital. Q. o you
consider, that you have such opportunities of observation, ns to enable you to say
how it is done? A. T have been very seldom in the wards at that time, or of see-
ing the actual delivery. Q. On those occasions do you think, that if the meat
had been thrown raw on the beds of the patients, it would have eseaped your ob-
servation # f_'l.-rl,aiul:,' it could not ; and I should hizve t_hnught it a most !J-ensl!_f
practice. Q. Do yon think yourself at liberty to increase the wsual allowance of
food when you think a patient requires it ; and do you frequently do so? A. I con-
sider the diet entirely under the controul of the physician, and therefore do freguent-
Iy increase or diminish the quantitics in each particular case ; so that in seme cases
patients have heer put upon a diet of animal food- daily, and sometimes an allowanee
of three patients daily, with wine, eggs to breakfast, and cheese to supper. . & Do
vou consider the allowanece of food for full diet, conjoined with the power of un-
limited increase in particular cases by the medical attendant when he sees fit; o
proper one for the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh? A. Considered as a general
allowance, and as an object of economy to an Hospital, and with the physician
Lhaving the power of increasing the fall diet in point of quantity, I think that the
present allowances under the article of full diet ore sufficient. €. Do you ocea-
sionally order table broth for your patients* A. Tdo. . What regulations
are Lhere for Keeping the patients clean?® A, I do not remember the partiealar
regulations of the nurses in that respect; but T give always in charge to the clini-
eal elerks, to see that the regulations for nurses hung up in the wards are properly
atiended to; andon the admission of a patient into the clinical wards, the clerks are
partienlarly desired to see the patients i possible before being placed in their bed,
washed, 2nd body linen given, i that of the patient is dirty. Q. Do you think it would
be prudent to give the nurses orders to wash all patients indiseriminately on admis-
sion, whatever their disease or condition may be? A T have long considered, that
the entrance to an Hnsp'ital uughl to be lhmugil a bath ; and ncmrdingl}', while
o Manager, I proposed such a regulation, but was told they had no funds for that
purpose.  In defect of a bath or baths, the clinical clerks are desired, immediately
on the admission of a- patient, il circumstances il mot prevent it, to arder his
whole body to be washed, and to see this done; but I conceive it would be highly
improper, to intrust nurses with the power of washing indiscriminately all patients
on their admission, in hot or in celd water. Q. Are you of opinion, that all pa-
tients should be clesnsed upon coming into.the houwse, with the exception of cases
where there may be poartieular reasons against it? A, Certainly, under the in-
spection of the dlerks. Q. Are you of opinion, that any other regulations are
exnedient for promoting the cleanliness of patients on their admission ® A, Could
the funds of the Hospital afiord it, it would be most expedient and most eom-
fortzble for the patient, te have their dvess completely changed on their admis-
sion. Q. Do you think that the shicts of the patiects are washed or changed often
encugh? A, Whenever the body linen of the patients in the clinical wards is
alserved I &n i1:1;::‘::i::.-r siale 1!}' the clinical clerks or I1I:-"$l."]!'1. it is ordered
to be changed; and should the patients be unable to procure a change, a
alivt is ordered from the house. €. Does it occur to you, that any thing
clse is expedient for promoting the cleanlivess of the patients? A. A larger
supgly of water would contribute very much to cleanliness; as it frequently
bhappens, that there is such a deficiency of water, that the patients are unable
to get it in sufficient quantity for the most necessary purposes; and where
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baths are ordered, they must very [requently be delayed for the want of water:
. Have the nurses, during the last year or two, been better or worse than they
were a few years baek? A, For three or four years past, they have been better
tham formerly, but there is still much room for improvement. « Can you say
any thing with regard to the state of the nurses in the other wards # 4. No; I
canuot. @ Do vou know whether, in the changes which are made at the usuzl
election of Managers, the change is made from among the ordinary or extraordi-
nary Manugcrs?' As :‘Llwu}'s mnongsl the uﬂmnnlinnr}r R'Tunugm's, cxeepl in e
ease of one of the ordinary Managers, viz. President of the College of Physicians.
a. Do the extraordinary Managers in general, attend or take any part in the or-
dinary management of the Mospital? A T believe not.

Edinburgh, 20if Felb. 1818
Dr Davie Crateig, one of the Surgeon's Clerks to the Royal Infirmary. € How Jong
have you been in that sitwation? A, T have been in this situation sinee Janvary 1817 ;
and previous to ilnt time, atlended the Hounse as a student, for more than two years
@ Did youin July lost subseribe a statement to the Managers of sundry abuses in the
Hospital * A. T did subseribe sicl o statement. G Who drew up said statesent? AL D
believe the statement, io the best of my knowledge, was denwn up by Mre Glaver and My
&ims ; and after being subjected to the examination of the whole of the gentlemen, it was
corrected in these pores where it seemed requisite. Some aleerations were made in con.
sequence of chjections which I myself stated ; Bat the paper was not even then in the con-
dition in which I should have wished it ; as the objectionable parts however were connecte.d
rather with the manner than the metter which it contained, I considered them of less con-
sequence. Q. Hove you yoursell ciscrved the state of the bedding previous to July last
A. Upon ane or two oceasions T examined the matresses, particularly in the Surgical Wards,
ard found them consideralily dieticd with discharges of various animal matters, € How many
were in that state ? A, Perbaps two were, and more 1o the best of my abservation, were pretty
mich sodfed with purulent matter 3 ancd perhaps four or fve with urinary discharges. Q. Dd
the patients, at thae time lying in the beds, bfoer unider disenses pmdm:iug Lhose -:Ii'?-clulrgh ]
A. They did in some cases, but in others not. . Did yeu on thoso occasions examine
tlie other beds in the Wards ¢ A, The eccasions above observed occured at different times,
in the course of ey official duty, and when 1 was not making any particular examination
relative to bedding ; but I do-not recollect: to-have examined any of the other heds Very pan-
ticulariy. €} At the time of examining the beds, in order 1o make up the statement baid before
the Managers ; i you inspect all the matiresses in the Surgical warids, or what propodtion of
them # AL Tothe beat of my recollection Mr Simeand [ examined nearly one halfof te beds
in the Flouse, while Ie Lee and 3re Glover examined the otlwer,. 5o G as T recolleet hic Sims
and [ examined the Women's surgeons wand, the Wemen's operution ward 3 thie Men's sue-
gron's ward; the Men's operation wad, one side of the tonjs Solidier’s ward, et ol the Servant's
ward, avd oo side of the Women's country ward ; and, on the whele, may have examined
about from 0D to 70. O Were any, or what number of mattresses were objectionalle an that
coeasion * AL ! do not now recoliect wlat j,ll‘ll[:“l::i.'lll i “h}'.:-l,"'lrl.l saw ; or il 1 saw any of tese
mentioned in the memorial. G Do you koow the state of the mattresses ot ];n‘_:-sml_’ A
1 have beon unwell fvom the 28th of December lost, so thae T bnow nothing of the sinte of
ihie Hospital st present; but previous o that 1 know, that the matticsses in the surgical
wards, and in some medieal wards, wore new, and in consequence of Ut were in good
eondition. (). Have you known any instance or instances of a patient, on admission, be-
ing placed o o matteess that had been used by ansther paticn labouring under fever, or
other contagions disease, without the mattress having been properly aired or funiganed »

A, lo onc instance of an oceident bring brevzht in at niaht, a bed woa biouplit icte the
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Operation ward ; T was in the ward at the instant, and suspected from the stiort lime whick
the nurse employed in getting it, that it was brought from the fever ward ; which upon exa-
mination I found to be the ease. It was instantly ordered hack again, which I understood was
done, €. Was the patient in the operation ward put upomn the bed that was so brought inte it ?
A, To the best of my recollection he was not. (). Have you seen any paticents in the Fouse,
without sheets on their beds? A, T have sen several instanees of pationts without sheets,
but not twa in any one ward at ene time. Q. Do you know whether any of these patienty
had remained long without sheets? A. Insome cases only ene night; in others two,
Q. Do you know why these patients were without sheets? A, Upon examining the nurse
of the ward, it sometimes appeared that elean sheets had not come in from the weshing, in
consequence of which I did not think it necessary to trouble the Matron with a request
for them : but in other cases, when [ understocd from the nurse that the Matron had a
supply of clean shects, T requested sheets to be sent up to the patient requiring it.  In one
or Lwo instanecs in which the patient had a single sheet, 1 &id not think it necessary to in-
terfere, ). Did these crcumstances happen when the House was unusually full, or the
weather particulary unfavourable for drying linen? A, To the first part of the question 1
MAY ANEWEr, that during the grealest part of last summer the House was more than usially
crowded, especially in the surgical wards. With regard to the latter part of the question,
T did not pay sufficient attention to the state of the weather. (). In your applications to the
Matron for clean sheets, did you ever get an answer from’her that she had no sheets 1o
give? A, I donot recollect of any such answer being given. Q. What was the state of
the shects in point of cleanliness last summer, so far as you had vecasion tv observe
A. In many instances they were by no means clean in appesrance, and whan maore closely
examined, appeared stained with different soiling matters. ). Does this refer to their state
when they were first brought to the wards? A, In some instances the sheets that were
brought in from the washing exhibited a dark appearance, amd seemeil likewise stained,
Q. Did that durk state appear to you 1o arise from imperfees washing? A, So far as Iam
capable of judging [ though it did. ). Do you know whether the appearances alluded to
are removable by the ordinary modes of washing? A. The means by which i appeared
o me these appearances could be removed cannot pechaps be classed under the fordinary
means of washing, Q. What are the means to which you allude? A, Stains produced by
pure ail I have more than once removed, by cmpliying either of the fixed alkalics, not in
very concentrated state, with regard to ihe stains produced by the linimentuwm ague calkis.
I am not acquainted with the effect of chemical agents.  The stains of the compositions
which painters emplay if recent 1 have likewise removed with the volatile o of turpenting ;
and being aware of the anclogy of compesition belween these substances, and many oint-
ments and plasters used in surgical practice, I have thought that the oil of turpentine
might likewise be advantageously employed in removing stains produced by these latter
substances, . @. Do you know any agent by which the stains of the nitrate of silver may
be removed 7 A. None so far os I know. Q. Are stains, produced by dark coloured tines
wures mixed with metallic salts, removable? A. I do not know of any agent that ean
remove such stains 3 for the metallic salts act in general a5 mordants vpon 1he vegetable
colours, fixing them parmanently. Q. Whother the stains produced by the various morbid
discharges from the animal bedy can be removed by the ordinary mesns of washing?
A, The stains produced by these discharges cannot be thoroughly removed by sech means 2
Q. Have you frequently seen the sheets brought up to the wards in a damp state. A, T
have not seen them frequently ; but 1 have seen them onee or twice in this state, and in
which cases T ordered the nurse to air them at the fire. Q. Do you know whethor it is
the invariable practice of the nurses in such cases 10 air the sheets before the fire? A, 1
do not know, Q. Have you frequently seen shieets in a diety stabe, arising from their ned
having been frequently enough changed? A. I think I have seen sheets in that condition
more than once, though not frequently ; and this in cases in which there was no particular
dizcharge to require more frequent changes than usual: Fut it is proper for me to ad, that
ar that time the Matron's attention was in some degree aceupied by the illness of her daugh-
ter, who resided about Burnisfield Links, and wlio was then dying. Q. Do you know whether
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the nurses have extra sheets in their possession to be put upon the beds when necessary -
A. In general they have, Q. Do you consider it to be the doty of the Clerks to' examine’
the beds of the patients,-and order the sheets to be changed when they think it requisite?
A, 8 far as the state ol the paiients” bed-linen“is connected with the medieal ur'surgién'l of
their eomplaints, it appeirs 1o me to be the duty of the Cleiks to attend to'that, € ITyon ~
ebserved the shests tobe dirty; did you''consider yoursell empoweared 10 order them to be
changed ? A The Physicians and Surgeons | understand ‘to be empowerad ' by the' gentle="
men who lave the charge of the management to erder o changeof sheets when' requisite 5
and T considered myeell 2s having this power delegated to me ouly as acting under snother
gentleman, Q. In- the instances of dirty shieets complained of in the statement to the '
Managers, which you signed, were any of them in the wards mnder your charge? A o
not now remember, unliess so far as is sinted in the memorial 5 in lecking at which, 1 find
one, which I remember with certainty was under the cliarge of Mr Gillespie, foe whom I
wis acting as Clerk. Q). In'eases i which you may have erdered’ sheets to be changed on’
account of being too dirty, were those orders prompily complied wich? A, Thiére were fow
cazes in which [ conceived it necessary 1o order clean sheets; and i these the requebts wore:
not always quickly complied with. Q. Did you ever find it mecedzary to repeat voor re-
quests® - A, Not so far as [ remember. Q. Did yon ever observe new or clagn sheets put
upon beds previous to the Managers visiting the House, which sheets were taken off shortly
afterwards, and replaced with such as had been provieusly vsed 2 AL T have observed shat |
distineily, only upon one occasion, which was the day before the statement by the Cleris -
wis given in at the regular monthly meeting of the Managers: On - that ocension several’
new sheets were 2ont up to the Eurgiml Wards on' the day previons to the-mﬂ:l!djl W=
ing of the Mansgers, and some of those sheets were removed soon after, as I'understood,
for the purpose of bging hemmed or marked, ar for some ather parpese with which I was salis-
ficdat the fime. Q. Do you know that patients have been put to ineonvenicnee from the wane
of clinmber-pots in the wards? A, [ know that they have ; and I'have several times had
complaints preferred 1o me about that. Q. Da you know hiow many chamber-pots were in
the Strgical Wards at these times?® A, D'domor. @ s there o water closet at the dooroff
the wards, to which patients not bed-ridden ought to retite > ' A, Tliere isa water closel a
near the wand as is thasght compatible with the comfort of the patients ; which closet ﬂmy
are understoad 1o use when they requireit. © G Are fresh scoured blankets' furnished to
cach patient on his admission?  A. The blankets, when first issued to the patients, ape
peared in general clean ; and I did not enquire whether they were fresh scoured or
not, as I underswod them to be so. Q. Were the blankets in the wards usuals
ly in a sufficient state of cleanliness A, They eame of course to be dirtied, as the
patient was using them ; but in-general, they apprared sufficiently clean for common: pur-
poses. €L Dees any regular examination of the persons of the patients take place on their
admizsion, for the purpose of determining whether they ought to be put inte the bath or
otherwise cleansed # A. I am not awarc thet any regular examination is understood 1o
take place. Q¢ Do you consider it as the duty of the Clerks to erder the persons of 'the
paticnts te be cleaned when the Clerks think it requisite #. A, As o Dbranch of© Medical
peliee, T think it requisite that the persons of patients be cleansed as often ns the Ei'rdi;-u!
Attendants see requisite, and may be ordered eitlier by the Suegeon or the Clerk acting un-
derhim. Gk In point of fuct, was such clennsing frequently ordered while you neied as Sur-
geons Clerk o the Hospital? A, In every case requiring it, ond in whicli the cirenm-
stances of the patient could bear it, I ordercd inmmersion in the Tepid Bath ; and'it was a
common practice with me to order the feet to be washed. €. Have yon frequently seen
lice upon the persons or beds of the patients? A, In a few cases I have witnessed that -
Whenever 1 olgerved them on the heads of the patients, [ onlered the hair to be cut off
I do not remember to huve sten them on the bed-clothes, exeept in one or two casess Inoone
of the cases, the patienty in consequence of a severe feacture of the thigh, could not be moved
g oflen as others ; and when these vermin were detected, the bedeclothes wers orderod To b
changed, 6 L5 cleanly pationts compluin of lice being upon their beds or blankets# A

e Uit T oremember. @ In your exarmination of the great anmber of beds along with M
L)
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Eims, alluded to in the former part of your {:Fidcm,-_p.rﬂim: to the Tilr of ..july, did yow
find any of the beds swarming with lice? A. Not so fur as I remember. Q. Have you
any reason to belicve that any patients have canght the itch in the Hospital? A. Cases
of scabies, or itch, have oocurred in the persons of patients after entering the Fouse ; but 1
cannot speak as 1o the source of the contagion. Q. Have such instances been frequent or
vare ? A, They were rare, comparatively with the number of the patients in the House.
Q- Were pains taken, immediately on the discovery of the complaint, to remove it, and to
prevent its communication to other patients? A, Whenever I observed it on the |ntic_|1t!
under my own charge, I took the usual means of eradicating the disease. Q. Are
patients who are able, frequently in the habit of wvisiting their friends in the town, were
they might conteact the disease; or are patients in the habit of being visited by
their friends in the House? A, Patients who are able, are occasionelly permitied
to go out of the House; and some of them are frequently wisited by their friends in
the House. . Have the nurses in the wards under your charge, conducted them-
selves properly - towards the patients? A. Complaints bave occasionally been made
by the patients against the nurses, but I have seldom found these well-founded. These
complaints, which I in almost every instance was convinced were ill-founded, related
principally to harshness. In the course of 12 months attendence, 1 have very rarely found.
the medicines ordered to the patients neglected to be given ther. I have occasionally
seen nurses affected by spirituous liquors, but never to such an extent as to unfit them for
duty. €} While you resided in the Hospital, did you ever see a table of diet, apmii:?ing_
the portions of food tobe given to paticnts on full diet? A. 1 have never seen such a
table. Q. From your daily intercourse with the Matron, had you full oppertunity of know-
ing the dict of the house? A. With regard to the quantity of the-diet, we had sufficiently
frequent apportunities of knowing. I never enquired about the quantity of porridge, but I
understood from the Matron, that the quantity of animal food allowed. 1o each patient upon
the occasions alluded to, was eight ounces three times a week. (. Have you frequently
seen the porridge alter being served in the wards® A, I have frequently seen them in the
eourse of my duty. Q. Did each patient seem to you to receive about Lalf a ecog full nt
breakfist, and the same quantity st supper #  In general they did; but it is necessary to
sy, that patients have often complained of the small quantity of their porridge ; and upon
slight examination; 1 thought there was scarcely the measure mentioned before in the in=
stances alluded to, The examination however was;, as 1 have mentioned, slight, and.
vather with a view to satisfy the patient, than because | eonceived it my duty, unless wlu::.i.
the circumstances of the patients required & more copious and nourishing digt than the full
diet of the House. . Did the porridge in general appear to you to he of the consistency
that parridge is usually made in Sectland ¢ A. In the early part of my. sttendance, instians
ces often occurred of the patients.complaining that the porridge was thin ; and wpon examis-
nation in a few of these, I have found them so: Such instances T have not observed so fres
quently during the latter purt of my attendance. Q. Did the broth in general seem to-
¥ou to contain a sufficiency of animal and vegetable matter for the patients in an hozpital &
A. In general it did. Q. Has the butcher's meat in general appeared to you of good quali=
ty? A In gencral it did, though occasional complaints were made, that the meat was
somewhat tainted, and contained a greater quantity of bones than it ought to have done
I have seen instances of the latter very sellom. With regard. to the former complaint, L
had no evidence, as the food was consumed before 1 had an opportunity of seging it.
Q. Have you scen the portions of meat so frequently in the wards, as to be able to say
whether in general they would have weighed eight ounces when raw? A, 1 have not seen
them so ofien as to conjecture their weight with any, certainty. Q. Were the pﬂﬁinm_u}'
ment mentioned in the statement by the Clerks of the Tthof July, weighed in your presence
A. A considerable number of them were, but not the half. Q. Do you know whether the
pleces denominated in that statement, picces of boiled meat, were portions fur patients on
full diet, or daily bits? A, I do not remember st this distance of time ; but upon consult-
ing the statement, 1 find that they are called in general full dictallowanees. Q. Do you.
vemember where; and at what hour these portions were weighed 7 and by what weights, .
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A. They were weighed in the respective wards to “which they were sent at the usual hour
of dinner ; but [ do not know by what weight. . Can yeu state the particular portions
alluded to in the statement which you saw weighed? A. I'eannct state with certuinty the
particulir portiens. (). When four picees are statéd as weighing one pound ane cunce,
liow many ounces do you understand these four picees to have weighed 7 AL T do not re-
member ; but my wnderstanding 15, that they weighed 17 cunces. €. What has in: gene-
ral tecn the quality of the beefitea?* A. T have mot examined it particularly. €. Have
you reason o believe, that articles of food ard frequently introduced into the wards by their
friends? A. Patients have often acknowledged tome, that articles of food have been brought
iny to them ; but T am not capable of speaking asto the frequency of such occurrence. . Q. Do
you know any instance of a patient dismissed for drunkenness, having been afterwards ap.
pointed as a nurse? One instance of that kind [ met with.. Q. Have you any resson to
know, that the Matron knew that this person.was dismissed for drunkennezs? A. The Ma-
tron I believe, was peglectly unaware of the cause of the dismissal, G Were you exame
imed by the Managers respecting the facts sct forth in the statement by the Clerks, of the
Tth of July? A. T was mot. (). Was you present at any of the examinations # A, I was
not. Q. Have you attended to the quality of the milk? A, I have not attended particu-
tarly to it.

126tk February 1818,

Mr €nances Hastives, Student of Medicine, and one of the annual presidents
of the Med cal Society. I was House-Surgeon to the Worcester Infirmary for
three years and a half, previous to Christmas 1815, I was about six weeks Cli-
nical Clerk to Dr Home of the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh, in the month of
June and July last. Q. Were your duties confined to the Clinical wards under
Dr Home's charge. 4. They were confined to the Clinical wards ; bat my parti-
cular attention was confined to the Women's Clinical ward. Q. Were you in the
habit of frequently visiting the other wards of the housze.  A. I was occasionally
in the habit of going into the other wards. Q. Did the Clinical wards appear to
you to be kept in better order in point of cleanliness than the other wards, 4.
They did. ¢ Were the sheets in your Clinical words liable to be dirtied by dis-
charges from sores.  a. There was no case of sores while I was Clerk in the
ward, ¢ When you visited the other wards, did the shects.often appear to you
in a filthy state. a. The sheets, on a comparison with those I had been in the ha-
bit of seeing in the Worcester Infirmary, appearved dirtier. ¢ Were the sheels
soiled throughout, or did the filthiness arise from stains.  a. The sheets in the
Clinical wards appeared to me dirtier throughout, than those Ihad been in the ha-
bit of secing at Worcester Enfirmary ; but I cannol speak specifically as to the
sheets in the other wards, as I only observed them in walking through the wards.
@ Were the sheets in the Worcester Infirmary of half bleached or full bleached
linen.  &. As far as I can recollect they were all full bleached linen ; but of this
I cannot be certain. g Do you know whether there was any dificulty in the
Woreester Infirmary of washing the sheels that were stained with discharges from
sores, or Lhe medical applications, A, In all bad surg'eal cases we defended the
sheets by means of oiled silk cloth. In a few instances where the sores were very
extensive, portions of the sheets have been discoloured, but this discolouration was
only partial. . Was there in general a large proportion of surgical cases in the
Worcester In ﬁrmnry. A The ggnerﬂl numhber -u-f]ml.i:l.'nts was G2, and the gl.'numl pro-
portion of surgical to medical cases was as Glo & o Did vou observe the diet of the
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patients in the Clinical wards of the Royal Infirmary. . [did. ¢ Didit np]war.

to you to be good in qugliiy, or otherwise.  a. It did not appear so good as that |
I had beew in the habit of  seeing at the Woreester hospital. - ¢ Did you taste J
the broth frequently.  a. Three or four times during the time I.was in the Ios- |
pital ; the ficst time in consequence of a complaint from a patient.  In the Lcoth .
1.could not detect the presence of animal matter ; and it appeared to me Lo taste !'
like a decoction of barley, with a small quantity of other vegetables. . Ilad you. |
any complaints about the beef-tea. a. Two of the patients complained to me of '
their beeftea being weak. I tasted it, and found it weak, with'fat swipnming, i

upon it: I mentioned the circumstance to Dr Home, who spoke ta the Matron.
about it. For two days it was improved, but I afterwards observed it not se good
again. @ Did vou observe the quality of the meat to be inferior.  a. Inone.
case of convalescence, when Dr Home ordered a beef-steak, a piece of boiled heef
of very inferior quality was served np. I mentioned this circumstance to Dr
Home. ¢. In what respect was il inferior in quality. a. It was very coarse, and very |
much boiled, as if it had been used to make broth or beef-tea. g Did you observe
upon any other occasion the beef to be inferior in quality # g It was penerally
of a eparser nature than I have been in the habit of seeing given to convaleseent
patients at Worcester. ¢. What was the usual number of patients on full diet
in the Clenical Wards# A, Inmy Ward, generally from one to three out of
fourfeen. q. Did you ever sce the dinner distributed to the patients in the
Clinieal Wards, and how was it distributel? . I did. In the Clinical Wards |
the patients generally received their meat in a wooden cog, orin a saueer.. q. |
id you ever see the patients in the other wards eating their meat. without using
a'cog, plate, knife and fork 7 a. I never saw them eating theirimeat in this way
¢ In the Wercester Hospital, are the patients supplied by the ]IDIIH-M'“.’IIJ-'FIHH;-'
knives, forks, and spoons? a. The Nurse of' cach ward supplied the patients with
these articles, for which she received from sixpence to a shilling from each patient |
on their dismissal. ¢ Have you seen any other Hospitals, besides the Worcester ]
Infirmary, and the Edinburgh one. - 4. I have seen severalyal different periods
from 1810 to 1815, namely, Oxfurd, Manchester; Birmingham, and Gloucester ; in
London, the Westminster Hospital, Saint Georges, Saint Thomas, Guys, Saint
Bartholomew, London, Middlesex, and Mary.lesbone Infirmary: g. Do you ‘eon-
sider' the'Edinburgh Infirmary, in point of appearance of cleanliness; and attention
to the comfort of the patients, equal to the generality. of other Hospitals that you ,
have seen? A When T first went into the Edillhurgll Inﬁm:r.tr}', i struck me § P
that it was inferior in cleanliness to any other Hospital I had seen.  q.In what '
did the inferiority consist? 4. The bed linen appeared to me. dirtier, and  the
whole honse had not so cleanly an - appearance. & Did ‘the persons of  the pa-
tients appear to you dirtier than in other Hospitals# = a. They did. In the Wor-
cester Infirmary, patients before admission, were obliged to deposit' a' change of
linen, in order that they might be kept eclean, and to have their shirts washed
once a week, and they are not admitted without such provision. . Do you know
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the average proportion of deaths in the Edinburgh Flospital, in relation to the
number of patients, when compared with any other Hospital* a. T do not.” q.
Do you know the amount of the expenditure of the Worcester Infirmary # A,
1 do not. .
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2Tk Februwary 18185,

Leowarr Horwer, Esq. o Member of the Commitiee, examined, o Have
vou ever seen the dinner in the Royal Infirmary served? a. Having been in-
formed by Mr Glover, one of the clerks of the Hospital, that it was the usual
practice for the patients to eat their meat without the use of a plate, knife, and
fork ; and being desirous of ascertaining from personal observation whether such
a practice existed, I went to the Infirmary on Thursday the 4th of December
Inst, which I was told was a full diet day. I called for Mr Glover, and desired
him to lake me to one of the wards where the meat was served out.  He took me
to the men’s Surgeon’s Ward, When T entered it, T observed a man serving out
broth from a tin pitcher into the cogs.  Shortly after, a person brought into the
ward a small tray containing several pieces of boiled beef, and a few pieces of raw
beef, I touched the beef, and it was nearly cold. At the end of ghout 20 1o
25 minutes, a woman, who I was told was the nurse of the ward, came into it
with some loaves in her apron. Each of these she divided into four ||nrtion5, as
fur as T recollect. The bread appeared to me to be of the best quality. I tasted
the broth, which I thought rather poor; and it was not thick of barley and vege-
tables. The nurse placed the portions of bread upon a board, and at one end of
the board the foresaid tray contsining the meal. She took the board up un-
der her arm, and beginning at the right hand side of the ward from the fire-place,
she took with her hand a portion of boiled meat from the tray, and put it inte
the hand of the patient, who was standing by his bedside, together with a little
salt and a portion of bread ; to another, she gave 2 portion of row beef likewise
into his hand ; and so generally throughout the ward. Some of the patients did
not receive any meal at all; and where they were not stnnding by their bed, she
put a piece of bread upon the bed. 1 did not see any plate, knile, orfork in the
ward, except the knife with which the nurse cut the bread ; and one patient took-
from a small cupboard near his. bed; a small basin, and received the raw meat in
il. Insome cases, the nurse put the meat down uvpon a little teble, or chair, near
the bed of the paticnt.  a. Was it by appointment you went to the Hospital ?
s, It was; because I was desired by Mr. Glover lo come on o full diet day ; and
P fixed the said Thursday, « Was the broth given sooucr than the other arti-
cles?  a It was given 20 minutes ab least before the bread and the heef. Hav-
ing ncked, in the interval, one of the patients sitting by the fire, whether he had
not bread with kis broth ; he answered, Yes; but it is often long of coming after
the broth, aod we like to eat the broth warm. @. In what manner did the pa-
tients eat their broth from the cogEEe A The greater number had lorn EpOONS ;
I obzerved one or two metal spoons.  a. Did you observe what became of the
voge alter the broth was consumed £ A, I observed the patients bringing them
to the place from whence the broth had been distributed before the meat was
served out. T did not observe the cogs made use of by the patients in receiving
their meat. a. Did you see them eat their meat? a. Noj because I went away al-
most immediztely. a. How many patienls appeared to receive raw beef? 4 There
were from six Lo eight pieces of raw beef on the tray, g0 far as I can recollect.
The pieces of beef were long slices rolled up. o Did it appear to you that there
was any thing to preveat the patients from receiving the meat in their cogs, if
they chose it?  a. Certainly not. a. Dlid you sce the dinner served in any of
the other wards? 4. Mo because I understood they were all distributed at one
hour when the bell rang ; and I never was in the Hospital on any other eccasion
when the dmner was served. a. Have yousince bad an opportunity of seeing other
Hospitalsz a. Having been unexpectedly obliged to go te London since this inguiry -
comnmenced, and being aware that some of the strongest subjects of complaints that
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liad been brought forward were the filthy state of the sheets, and the want of
e most necessary” utensils' for the wserof the patients at their megls, such as
plates knives; and forks, and spoons, it oceurred to me that 1 mightin some de-
gree forward the objects of the committee during my stay in London, by enguir-
ing at the' Hospitels there, whether or not the complaints above stated are defects
that! are’ very ‘capablé of being remedied! in such establishments; whether the
shieets may not be so soiled as to make it impracticable to elean thems: and whe=
ther it'maey not-have been found in the practice of other Hospitals; inconvenient
and nnncceszary (o supply the patients with the utensils above alluded to.  With
this view I visited foor of the I-luspimlﬁ, and T put the fullnwing queuﬁrm!. to the
rersen whio was pnintﬂl out to me in each as most i:n||a'h|e of unsweﬁng them
correctly.  1st, Whether the sheets: that are stained with “discharges from fonl
sores and uleers, with ciniments, or other applications, are frequently returned
from the washing without the stains being removed.: 2d, ‘Whether sheets are
ever lanl aside before lll(‘-.\" are worn out from their being =0 stained with matter
that cannot be got out of them by washing, as to render them offensive. 3d,
“Wihether the patients are supplied with plates, knives and forks, ‘and spoons.
On the 5th inztant I went to the Middlesex Hospital, and was introduced to the
“Matron ’u}* Me Charles Bell, one of the Surgl!uns. She stated ta me, that the
sheets are always returned from the washing quite clean, the stains being a]h-njru
‘removed.  She called one of the nurses, who confirmed her stotement, and added,
that she' had given out the week before a pair of sheets that had been used by o
patient who had been severely burned, and which were as filthy asif they had
been soaked in a pot of dirty grease, and that they were returned. quite clean.
The sheets are washed by an ordinary washerwoman at Somerstown. I
“looked at some new sheels in the Matron’s room, and at seme washed
-sheety:  The new were halbleached  linen, the same as the new sheets I
'lqmlj' saw in the Infirmary; the washed sheets were quite free from stains, ex-
cept in oné or lwo instances, when I saw some marks about the size of a half-
-penny. I looked at some of the sheets in the care of the nurses in the wards, and
they appeared to me to be well washed and free from stains.  The Matron stated
“in reply to the 2d Query, what was to he expected from her answer to the first,
that the sheets are never Lorn up until quile worn. To the 3d Query, That the
 house does not furnish knives and forks, and S[MMILE, That it iz considered a bet-
‘ter arrangement, as affording a greater security against breakage and loss, for the
~nurse of each ward to supply these utensils, for which the patient on dizmissal
pays a shilling to the nurse, bnt that many are so poor and friendless, that even
this =small fee is noi exacted from them. ‘This is at the discretion of ‘the nurse :
and she has no remuneration from the House. T was in the Hospital at the hour
-of dinner, and went through all the wards, except the fever ward,  There was &
table in the middle of cach ward, which was covered with a table eloth; and the

patients who were not:confined te bed were sitting at the table.  They had their

soup in-a white earthen-ware basin, their meat was in an earthen-ware plate, and
vthey had each a knife, fork, and spoon. The patients in bed had their dinner
given to them by the nurse; and they had alzo the same utensils, g Can you
state the average daily number of patients, and the annual expenditure of the
Middlesex Hospital? A 1 think the Matron stated about 160 patients, as the
average number, but I took no note at the time on this point; and I know
nothing about the expenditure; but I reccived a printed report of the ex-
-]ht‘nﬂihll‘ﬁ for 1816, which I now i'n}* on the table. Oon the Tth instant, T
went to Guy's Hespital with Dr Marcet, one of the physicians to the Hospital.
T this Hospital, the bed-linen of each ward is under the care of the head nurse
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of the ward or sister, as shie is called, and’ they each 'lodk after ‘the! washing of
their owinsheels.  D'spoke to two of the sisters, who botleagreed, - that however
much the sheets dre stained, either with the discharges from sores, or with the
applications, they art-EIWal}'s removed in the washing, with the exception of the
stains from caustic.  They are for the most part washed ot of the house, but
one of the sisters T 'spake to, is in the habit of washing those that are particularly’
dirtied by sores or a]'rplit.‘alinnu.' ‘Her process is, after the sheet has been well
boiled and washed, to rub all those places where astain remains with soft soap and
powdered pearl ash, ‘to rofl it up, and keep it so for a quarter of an hour, and
then wash it thoronghly out.  She finds every thing yield to this except coustic,
which is never got out.  The sheets are made of half bleached linen, and they are
never laid aside until they are worn out. By the regulation of the Hospital,
there must be for each patient in each ward, a tin pint jug, a white earthen-ware
p]me anil pinl hasin, a knife, fork, and spoI. TII[‘_]" are desired to hl‘il‘lg them
if they can, bot the sister is expecled to he provided with a sufficient supply
of these articles, for such paticits as do not bring ‘them, but without any
remuneration from the patient.. The expence of wiashing, and these expences
of plates, &c. are defrayed by the sizter, who receives ‘25, 9d. from each
patient on admission. A table is spread in the ward, for such patients as
may not be confined to bed. @ Do you know the revenue of this Huspital,
or the ammuval expenditure? A T do wot; T have understood there is no
statement of income and expenditure poblished, but it s Lelicved to' be very
richly endowed, and that few alterations liave taken place for many years. On
the 9th instant T visited St George's Hospital, and was introduced by Mr Brodie,
ane of the surgeons, to the Cil#plui.n who resides in the Hospital, and who hasa
particular superintendance of the domestic economy, and to the Matron. The
Matron stated, that it somelimes happens that sheets are returned from the wash-
ing without the stains being removed, but not often: ‘T'hat these are not the
stains of caustic which are easily distinguished ; but what they arose from she
could not say : That she has occasionally Lorn up a sheet for bandages on account
of the stains init having a very disagreeable appearance, but very rarely. 1 visited
four of the wards, and made the same enquiry at the nurse in two of the wardsz.
The one stated, that with the exception of caustic, all other stains are removed in
the washing. The other said, that the stains from the sores are always removed,
but some of the applications leave slains which cannot be got oul, as eaustic and
Friar's balsom. [In each of the wards, T saw several pairs of sheets hanging upon
screens before the fire to air.  They appeared to me to be well washed, and 1
did not observe any stains upon them.. The house supplies a piit jug, a
while earthen ware plate, and pint basing o knife, fork, and spoon for cach
patient. T saw the patients at dinner.  Those who were not confined to bed
were silling at a table in the middle of the ward, which was covered with o
table-clotl. On the 10th instant’ I went 1o the Loundon Hospital with De
'!|_’13'l||1|:||'1 one of the physieinns, who introduced me to the Matron.  She slated Lo
me, that it frequently happens that sheets arve retorned from ' the washing
without' the  stains bei!lg removeidl:  That she has- sent them back 1o be
washed over again, and’ that they have been returned with the stains remaining ;
ghe conld not tell whether they were the stains preduced by discharges frons sores,
or by the applications. She has oceasionally Iaid aside a pair of sheets on ac-
count of the stains having a disagreeable appearance: I asked her whether the
stains lefl in the sheets, rendered them offensive to the patients,  She answered,
that they never had & bad smell, and only. lelt a coloured stain.  She particularly
mentioned that the oil applied to patients with burns, cannot be got out of the
glieets,  This account of the sheets was conlirmed to me Ir}r a nurse who has beeo
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seven years in the Hospital ; who added, however, that the stains leit were occa-
sioned by the applications, and that of discharges from sores always came out.
I put the same questions Lo another nurse, but before she answered, the Matron
said that that nurse had only been a short time in the house, and therefore
could not answer from experience ; but recollecting herself, she said * she
“ has been some years a purse at Guy's, and therefore can probably speak

“ from her experience there.” The nurse replied, that at Guy's, they never found .

any difficully to remove any stains, by means of soft seap and pearl ash, except
stains from caustic. I saw some shieets in the wards, hanging on a sereen before
the fire. They did not appear to me to be well washed, having stains; and one
sheet was very much stained with what appeared to me like the discharge from
a sore. The House supplies a jug, bason, plate, knife, fork, and spoon; for each
patient. For this purpese, an allowance is made to the Nurse by the house ; for-
merly the Nurses were remunerated by the payment of a shilling from each pa-

tient, but as this practice wes found lizble to be abused, it was lately diseon-

tinwed. There is no table in the wards at whicli the patients dine.

The Middlesex, Saint George's, and the London Hospitsl, are supported by
voluntary contributions. q. I)id the sheets that were hanging up to air, appear
te have been damp?  a. They did not appear damp, and I was told they were
hung up to air. @ Did you ohserve, whether in those Heospitals tables of
diet were bung up in the wards 7 a. I have already stated that my attention
wag confined to the sheets, and the supply of plates, &c. 1 did not enquire about
the diet, and I did not observe any tables of diet hangiog up in the wards. q.
Have you had access, end occasion to look through the books of the Edinburgh
Infirmary, and what was your impression as lo. the Matron's correctoess ?. 4, I
examined particularly the consumpt boek, and (he daily review of patients, and
my impression was, that they were kept with a great degree of regularity, and
nothing occurred that led me in the most remole degree to suspect any dishonesty
on the part of the Malron,

2hbh Fodruory, 1818

Dr Bammn, Pringipal of the University of Edinburgh, one of the commitiee
examined. €. Was you present in the Infirmary on the Bth of January last,
ﬂmg with Mr Horner and Me “'igllnm, when questions wore put Lo the nuzses
relative to the number of portions served out on the preceding day 2 A, I was,
and a note was taken down of the number they gave. Lo not remember whe-
ther that number comprehended the portions given to servants in the House.
©Q. Was any enquiry made as to the number of patients on full or extra diet on
that day?  A. There wasnot. Q. Do you think that such statements by nurses
are implicitly to be relied on - A. I do not; because having visited the Hospitatl
along with Mr Wigham on a subsequent day, with a view to ascertain the num-
ber of portions of porridge, the number of beel steaks, and otlicr articles of al-
lowanee served ont, we found theie recollection as to these particulars, with re-
gard to the preceding day, so indistinet, that we reckoned it pecessary, in order
1o obtain o more accarate account than could then be oblained, to desive cach of
the nurses to pay particular attention to the number of portions of each kind re-
spectively served out on the day we were giving thens these directions, and that
we would call next day to receive the account from them. They promised to pay
attention accordingly, and Mr Wigham and I called next day as we bad pro-
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posed. We found, however, that even then, the accounts of the portions served
out to their different wards could not be relied on with perfect confidence, for
having wrilten down:the answers which each nurse gave with respect to her own
ward, we repeatedly found, that when we afterwards read them over to her, or
questioned her farther on the subject, she stated different numbers of portions
from those she had first mentioned. T left the Infirmary on the geeasion, with
the impression that no caleulation made with respect to the object we had in view,
could be depended on as correct. Q. Had you any particular access to know the
character of the late Matron # A, When I was minister of Dunkeld, Mrs Mont-
gomery was Housckeeper to the Duke of Athol there, and I resided for several
yedars in Dunkeld House at that time; I had in these circumstances full oppor-
tunity of observing the conduet, and knowing the character of Mrs Montgomery ;
and I considered her 2s a person of the strictest honesty in the management of
"every matter under her charge, and as having a very anxious desire to do the
duty of her depariment at all times faithfully and acceptably to the family. I
know also that the family entertained the same opinion of her as I have heard

them often express..

: 28tk Feb. 1818,

Dr Hore, Professor of Chemistry in the University of Edinburgh, and one of the Mana-
gors of the Royal Infirmary, examined. Q. How long! have you known the Infirmary ?
A. T frst attended the Infirmary as a student for some years, and during part of that
period, T was a Clinical Clerk ; I afterwards attended the Hospital as one of the Clinical
Physicians, and sivee then, as a Manager, Q. When did you become & Manager, and
from what cause? A. | became a Manager in January 1816, in consequence of holding
the office of President of the Royal College of Physicians, which office lasts for two or
three years. (). Dioes it consist with your knowledge, that it has been found dificult 1o
remove the stains in Hespital sheets, eccasioned by the discharge of sores, the applications
thereto, or other couses # AL It does ; but all stains are not equally difficult (e be remove
ed; [ would divide them into three classes: The first comprehends the staing that are
indelible by any means that will not destroy the texture of the linen ; this is the case
with stains occasioned by the nitrate of silver commonly called lunnr canstic 1 The second
comprehends those that will net yield to the svdinary process of washing carefully conducts
ed, and with the usual materials : They sometimes proceed from applications or remedies, .
such as eoloured vegetable decoctions, or tinetures mixed with earthy and metallic salis,
which act as mordants, and fix the colouring matter, or from oil, mixed with lime, resinous,
carthy, and metallic matters ; or from the morbid discharges of sores when the matter of
the discharge has been completely dried , and from such discharges when blended with the
different applications.  The third elass compreliends stains which may be removed by the
ordinary process of washing, when carcfully performed, such as mere oil or grease, vege-
table, or animal mucus, vegetable decoctions, some morbid di:ulmrgu recently applied - to
thie linen.  In all Hespitals, much difficulty has been experienced in removing stains ; and
in some Ioapitals their endeavours have been attended with more suecess than in others,
in consequence of improved methods employed ; and with satisfaction I learn from the
statement given to the Committee by Mr Homer, that the stains, with the exception
of these from lunar caustic, are removed in Guy's, and the Middlesex Hospitals in
London: and 1 hawve also heen informed, that they are removed at the Infirmaries
“of Lecds and Sheffield, but that they are not removed in some of the ether Hes-
pitals in London, nor in these of Glasgow, Manchester, Bristol, and Liverpool.
Chopial, an emmtent French chemist, in a paper in the Annpales de Chemie, al-
Indes to the great difficuliy, and what was at that time decmed the impracticabi-
lity of removing the staing of the second class from the sheets of Hospituls, and de-
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serilies o process by means of soft 20ap, csustic pot ash, and steam, by which, but not itk
out mich labour and repeated application of tliese agents, the stins were removed from
the sheets of the Hotel Diew. . Are the substanees you have stated to act a2 mordunts,
af freguent use in iioqnul practice ®  A. | believe they are.” () Might not many of the
staing which are difficalt to remove when allowed to dry, be easily got out if the shects
wore soakicd before the staining matter gor dry # AL I think they would ; bue I believe
thae is in gencral, impossible 1o be doue in. Hospital practice. Q. Is it your opinien that
any greal proportion of sbeets used in an Hospital are likely to be so divtied or stoined that
they cannot be eleansed by the ordinary process of washing by soap and good rubbing
A. As the sheets of surgical patients arc more liahle to be stained than those of others, the
proportion of stained sheets must very much depend on the ratio which the surgical
bear io the other patients in the Hespital. €} Would you consider that sheetz so
stained when brousht from the weshing, should be termed filthy? AL I think not;
for though they are not pleasing to the eye, yet as the ’m]t:uling matter iz fxed in
them, I do not reckon them more dirty than a spotted handkerchief. € Are the
applications 1o burns that stain thie sheets diffiemlt to be removed ? A. 1 believe the
gtain occasioned by the linimentum ague calcis, commonly calbed Carmon il parti=
cularly when blended with the discharge from the burnt surface, -cannot be removed
without much difficulty. Q. Have any means been adopied in the Royal Infirmary, for
the more perfect washing of the linen? A, There have. A new wash-house having been
canstructed, 1 suggested the ercetion of an apparatus, upon the principle recommended by
Chaptal, consisting of a system of boilers, to furnish at the same time steam and hot water ;
steaming tubs ; and tubs for soaking the sheets in Alkaline leys, and of a washing machine ;
in the hopes that by using the materials of a strength not to injure the cloth, but too great
fur the hands, and of a boiling temperature, the stains might more effectually be removed

then they hitherto had been. (L. When did you make this suggestion? A. Secon after [

became & Manager,probably about cighteen months ago.  The subject of providing a washa
ing house was frequemly discussed by the Managers, and some of them visited the washe
ing houses established at the Public Charities in Edinburgh. In these conversations [
recommended the trying of the French mode ; but knowing that it was practised for the pur-
pose of bleaching in the West of Scotland, 1 went in October, when in the West Country,
on an excursion on which I setout in the besinning of Autumn, io examine the es-
talilishments, where this method is prectised ;  and  on my relurn, finding the
building for the washing and drying house completed, | proposed the plan before deseribed,
which was adopted, and which I trust will be found cffectual. 1 also suggested the plan
for drying the linen in the Laundry, which has already answered the purpasa
completely ; but which has nothing peculiar or uncommen in it. Q. Do you know
whether the present washing-house was ordered to be built, previous to the states
ment made by the clerks in July last? A. I know that the subject of building it wae
much discussed long before ; but I believe that the order for commencing the erection was
wiot given till some timein July last, after the said statement was made. Q. Do you know
in. what manner the sheets were washed previous to that statement being given in
A The sheets were washed at some miles distance from Edinburgh, und I dn not konow
jin what manner. . What time did some of the Managers view the washing esta-
Wishments in this city connected with the public charities, as before mentivned, A. To the
hest of my knowledge it was about the clase of the year 1816 or beginning of 1817 ; but I
cannet speak more precisely. Q. Can you state any cause for the delay in eommencing
the building of the said new wash and drying house ? A. I believe various enuses cons
curred: 1sf, A difficulty in fixing on the proper situation for the establishment, 2d, The
consideration of the expence which it wonld cost: And 34, Beeause any change of the inter-
_ nal economy of the House should not be made without mnturely consideeing all its bears
ings. Q. Were you led to sugrzest those improvements in consequence of your personal
xnowledge that the process of washing in practice was not sufficient to clean the sheets
thoroughly? A, The plan of erecting a wash-house did not originate with me ; ]:||.|1t in the
course of the business I wasled to suggest Chaptal's method, from a conviction that the linen
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woull be better washed by it than by any other which I'knew. @ Is it your opinion, that
considering the usual disenses in the InBrmary, any great proportion of the sheets ecould
not be eleaned by the ordinary process of washing by seap and water, and good rubbing &
A. Considering the number of patients labouring under surgical diseases, whether in the
surgical wards or elsewhere, and the variety of means of stain, and also considering that the
sami sheets must be used many times before they are worn ont, the number of stained
sheets must be considerable ; but to any thing like the exact oumber [ cannot speak.
(). Have any baths been erected for the use of patients? A, The establishment for wash-
ing occupies the ground on which the bath-reom previously stood, and there is o plan now
grodng forwand of forming Lails in a eonvenient situation, which I think completely well
suitedd for e vse of the patients. €. Do you know if any deficiency of water is expes
rienced in the Infirmary * A, The Infirmary is sopplied with water from three sources ;
the first is a pipe communizating with the reservair on the Castle Hill, amd furnishes two
cisterns on the eastern grownd-foor, and two cisterns on each of the fovrs above, near the
doors of the wards:  The second is a smaller pipe communicating with the rescrvoir at
Heriot's Hospital, and supplies one cistern in the western wing: The thind source is o
deep pump-well, used to obtain water for the puldic baths.  ¥When Edini:urgh at large suffers
from a scarcity of water, the Infirmery shares that sufferance, and now and thes a partis
cular cistern at the door of the wards may want water from some inatienticn gt'ntralf}r on
the part of the patients. €. What do you understand 10 be the power of the elerks and
nurses respectively as to eleaning the persons of patients when first admitted 2. A, I think
muech attention ought to be paid to the cleanliness of the paticnts en admission ; and I am
decidedly of opinion that the nurses should not have orders to wash all paticats indis-
eriminately, and that their divections for doing so should proceed from the elerks ; and I
Lelieve that the power now lies with the clerks, where it oughe to be, Q. No such
direction being given to the clerks in the printed regulations 1816, do yun know whe-
ther they lave been regularly informed afier their election, thar this duty was expected
from them? A. As I consider the attention to the cleanliness of the patienis a part of the
muedical attention, [ presume that it belongs to the medical attendant to give 1o his Clerk
his instructions apon that point, Q Are you acquainted with the diet of the Hoxpital
A. With the diet in general Iam. € Whatix your opinion regarding it? A, T conceivie
that, keeping in view the ordinary food of the poor in Scotland, the state of sickness, dis.
ease, and confinement without labour of patients, and having o due regard to cconomy,
which forbids any more costly fave than is necessary, | think it proper and suitable, as fixed
by the regulations, and the experience of about two-thirds of a century, in my opinion, proves
it to be so. Cases centainly do often oceur where & greater allowance of food than that
prescribed in the reguilations is both acceptable and necessary, and the medical attendant
has the unlimited power to order whatever he thinks fit; and of course he very frequently
exercises that power. . Do you know the proportion of meal to water used in ma.l'.jng
parridge, previous to July last? A, T do not. @ Do you know the proportion of meat,
barley, and vcgl:lnhh' to water, used in making broth, previous to July last? A, I do not
particularly. €. Have any changes been under consideration relative to diet, and from
what time?  A. At different periody, the dates I cannot speeify, the Managers and Physie
cians have had under considerntion the diet of the House : and the changes in contemplas
tion relate principally to ingreasing the variety of food, rather than the quantity, The use
of potatess in particular has been under consideration, in addition to the form of potatos
soup under which they have been introduced for two or three years. &), Have interim or=
ders been given by you relative to the broth? AL Mr Anderson ond I directed various
trials to be made ; and in consequence of these trials, in the beginning of winter we gave
interim orders respecting the brath ; and we found that the broth se made was palatable,
and as we conceived quite suitable for the ondinary broth of the Ilespital. ) Previous 1o
July, were you in the habit of wigiting 1he Infirmary at the hoirs of breakfast, dinner, or
supper # Al I was, during the periods of altendance allotted to me, in the habit of vis
siting the Hospital about the dinner hour, but not at the honr of breakfast or supper.
Q. Did you upon those ocensions taste the food of the patients in the wards? AL I did
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tok taste them in the wards, but generally tasted them in the kitchen, ﬁmtry,m the-
Matron’s room. (. During the months in which it was your duty ns a Manager to
visit the wards, do you recollect how often you wisited them. A. T eannot specify
the precise number of times; and during July I am not sure that T visited it ot
all, having ot that time been much in the country. Q. Did' you know previcus to the
day on which this Committee was appointed, whether the paticnts had plates, knives, forks,
and spoons, to use at their meals? A, I believe the House did not furnish, of late years,
any of these articles to the patients; but I understood that the house furnished cogs of different
sizes to the patients for receiving their food ; and that most of them were in passession of saucers
and spoons ; and many of them knives belonging to themselves: And [ understand that it
is the practice of & great many Hospitals not to furnish such articles, ©. Have the Managers
lately ordered any supply of plates, knives, forks, and spoons, for the use of the patients?
A. They have ordered pewter plates and - spoons ; but I cannot say as to knives and forks.
Q. Can yousay what is the Joss of weight in boiling any given quantity of meat? A. I cannot
speak Trom actual experiment ; but an accurate estimate was made by Professor Wallzes,
wof the Royal Military College, near Bagshot, in February 1816, from which it appears, that
Beef boiled in pieces of ten pounds weight, lost at an average 26} per cent. If such piecas
be cut up into portions of hall a pvund each, and left for sometime exposed to the air, the
loss, 1 presume, must be two or three per cent more, though that I have not tried. It is
also to be olizerved, that the amount of the loss of weight in boiling, must vary according to
the lengih of time which the meat is boiled. The loss also varies considerably in different

pieces ; and what is above stated, is the average of many picees. In roasting and baking, .

the meat loses considerably more than in beiling. Q. Has the subject of having better
nurses been under consideration of the Managers, and at what time? A. T believe for years,
and before I'was a Manager, the subject of the nurses las been very much under discussion;
but in consequence of the diversity of opinion, and the dileulty of forming n proper ona,
no particular steps that I recollect have been taken. Q. Has the subject of a Governor
to the Hospital been under the consideration of the Managers ; and from what time? Ao
Ever since I became a Manager, the plan of having a persen, with a suitable salary, whe
ghould do the duties of Apothecary ; Lut who from his character and age should eommuand
ihe respect, and have in some measure the superintendanee of the Clerks ; and whe should
relicve the Matron of part of her duty ; and who in a word, might have the superintendance
ef the internal police of the Hospital, has been in contemplation. It was strongly recom-
mended to the Managers by a Commitiee of their number vpon the Gth of October last,
though previeus to that time the Managers were looking abont for a fit person. Q. When
these improvements you have mentioned were taken into consideration or commenced, was
any idea of a public enquiry into the affsirs of the Hospital known or suspected 2 A, Not
in the most remote degree, so far as I know. ). At what time was such a pro-
mc;fling known io you or io the other Managers so far as you know A At 2 meet-
ing of the Managers on the second or thind of January last I first heard of the cir
cumstance, and do not believe that it was known more than a few days belore to
any of the other Managers. ). Can you state what led o the rule relative to the
Clerks, which enjoins, * That upon observing any impropriety in the House, they are
* immediately to communicate the zame to the Treasurer?” A, Some eircumstances
had oceurred, of which the Managers would have been g]nd to have had immediate
information : and to facilitate the communication of every information, they directed that
the clerks should instantly give notice to the Treasurer of eny thing improper that cume
to their knowledge, in order that he should immediately call a meeting of the Managers ;
er, if the matter were of minor magnitude, take proper measures himself. . Do you recol-
lect any instance of a meeting of the managers baving been called by the Treasurer for the
purpose of laying before them a complaint that bad been made to him. A, Several. Q.
Do you know that any deviation from- the rule applicable to nurses, which enjoins that
they are to be particularly careful that the patients do not reecive fvod or drink of any
kind from their friends or visitors, has been sanctioned or winked at by the Manegers, A
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{ do not know- that the Mumgm hove sanctioned sy deviation; but I believe that tea
has been bronsht into the House without any fault being found. [ know thet such of the
Managers as 1 have eonversed with disapprove, as I do, most highly, of food being broug}rt
to the patients by their friends er visitors, whe, from mistaken kindness, are ofien anxious
to convey articles very prejudicial to the patients.  This also sometimes arises from patients
who desire more food than their medienl attendant thinks proper for them, and who com-
plain when they do net receive that variety to which they may have been accustomed, bat
which, on many occasions, might- be very hurtful to them. Q. Are you acquainted with
the dict of the lower orders in Edinhnrgh and-its vicimity ; meaning sich as live in houses
of their own, and who are inferior to servants # A, Not minutely; but I know, that from
conversing with individuals of thai deseription, that they use, during many months in the
year, very little, if any animal foud, and that potatoes form o great part of their sulisists
ence, (). When you visited the Flospital previous to July last, did you usually go through
all the Wards, including the Lock Ward. A, In my visits through the month, 1 usually
went through all the Wards excepting the Lock: Ward, though on each particular wvisit, }
did not go through every Ward, €. Did you vsually at those times look with attention at
the sheets on the beds of the patients ? A. I can say pasitively that on some of the visits,
I loaked very particularly st the state of the sheets. Q. Did you generally find sheets in
as good a state in point of cleanlingss, ax you thought they might reasonably be expected o
be? A. Asthese visits must have been made twelve months ago, I do net recollect of any
thing particularly impressing my mind as being deficient in this respect. Q. Were you in
the habit of asking the patients individually, whether they bad any cavse of complaing
A was in the habit of asking the patients individually, as T went along the Wards. (),
When you made those enquiries, did you send the nurse out of the Ward. A, T did not;
but the nurse was in gencral, in distant parts of the Ward, though oceasionally she was
at hand, €. Are you of opinien that it would be very desirable to Dhave the patients now
received into the Lock Ward, removed to a separate House, or to a separate Hospital. AL
The subject of the Lock Ward has been one of much discussion among the Managers, but
principally before I berame a Manager ; but much diversity of opinion has, I know, been
enieriained, both among medical men and others respecting it.  For myself, I would be glad
1o see it removed from its present situation. () Are you of opinion that it would conduce
to the recovery of several of the patients to have the wards ventilated during winter by
mmeans of air heated 0 o moderate tempersiure? A, 5o far as mere ventilation iz cons-
cerned, [ think the Edinburgl: Hospital well ventilated by the windows in the wards being
oppisite to each other, und the lnrger wards having a door at each end. [ have no doulst
that heated air might add to the comfort of sume patients, though I eannot say certainly to
their recovery ; bul such a plan sppears to me quite impracticable in the present building.
Q. Has the tenth rule under the head, = Internal economy of the fumily,” which directs,
e that the Matron shall make an inventory in the month of August yearly, of all the fur-
* piture amd utensils then in the House, which shall be compared with the utensils them-
 gelves, and with the inventory of the preceding year, by a committee of the -u.'n'ajinm:'|I
“ Managers who arc to make a report of their opinion concerning it, to the first meeting of
# Ordinary Managers in October thevcalter,” been regularly enforced while you have
been in the management 2 A, T do not know that the Matron has made such inventories ;
and during the two years I hove been o Manager, 1 have not been o member of any such
committes ; but I know very little of the transactions of the Haospital at that period, having
each of the years been in the country during the awtumn? €. Are you aware, whether
the Managers, whe by the statules are requived 1o be chunged annually, have been generally
selected from the Ordinary or Extesordinary Managers of the preceding years, exclud-
ing the Managers cx gffivio? A, The changes that have been made in terms of the statutes
have taken place among the Extraordinary Managers 2 Q). Ave the Extraordinery Mana-
gers cilled, except on very special oceasions # A, 1balieve not. Q. Have you seen any other
Hospitals besides that of Edinburghiz A, I have scen mony other H'.mpimls;, Lt nome of
them particularly for o great h.hngl]: of time, €. Have you of lite made any comparison betwixt

the Ediburgh and other Fuospitals, from matenals lumished from printed or written states
i
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ments > A I have. . @ Ilow dues the comparizon stand in paint of Slity of admisston &
A, 1 know oo hospital to which admission is more easy than that of Ddinbmegh, and few
if any where the Facility is. so great.  Every person of respectability is entitled to recom-
mend, whether 2 contributor 10 the I'Iﬁ]i!nl or not, ool patients are admitied whatever
thieir disease be, with the exception of insanity, sud in cvery stage of theiv disense, and
without nny nestriction an :tg:lnl o thewr dﬂlling or linen, noris any moaey, payment made.
Q. How does the comparison stand in point of relative expenditure? AL T ean spak ge -
nerally now from a comparison of & copsidesable number of I’II.'Equ.II!E, and I Bnd thae the
expence for cach oveupicd bed is far greater in gll the English Iospitals that T have ex-
emined than in Edinburgh ;—in somc instances it s nearly double, and i one move thas
dooble.  InGuy's Hospital I have reason to beliove, that an income of 20,000 s expend-
e on the e of aboat 200 paticnts, which is at the raie of £30 for cach bedd. . Iy the
Manchester Infirmary, it appears from the annual reports, that on an average of the four
last years, the yearly expence of each ceeupicd bed copsidersbly exceeded {60 ; while in
the Edinbarah, daring the same period, it was £28: 5:4.  In the Infirmary of Glasgow,
it waz for the same years a mere trifle greater than that of Edinborgh. From all which T
infer, that no where that I know, are the funds of an bospital employed to dispense so
lareely the blessing of health, in proportion to their amount. Q. How does the EOrl-
parison stand in paint of numbers cured and dead, when contrasted with the number ad-
mitied # A, Tn relation 1o the number of deaths, the comparison can only be instituted
batween Hospitals that receive as Edinburgh does, all deseriptions of infections and dariger-
cus diseases.  Having got the returns for three consecutive years previous to 1817, 1 shall
make the comparigon conform to thet perid. The result bas been, that the average for

these partienlur years, for

Edinburgh is 1 Death in 15}

Glagzow, Do, 124
Guy's Hospital, Do. 103
London Hospital, Do, 74

With respiet to the number of eured, 1 cannot speak at present, not having data to form o
calentation,  From the smaller propartion of deaths to these admitted in Edinburgh, T think it
sy be coucluded, that there is nonc of the above Hospitals in which cvery thing that relates
to the well beins and the recovery of the sick poor, is more successfully attended 1o
shan in Edinburgh ; amnd perhaps in some of the richer London Hospitals, more attention -
may be paid to external appearance than 1o the circumstances most essential to the final hject
wf the institation. ). Have youa reason to kuow that the proportion of casnalties and severs
necidents is equal inthe Edinburgh Infirmary to the proportion of such cases in those Hospitals
wlhers you have stated tllnprﬂj'roﬂim of deaths to be much greater? A. T have had no opporti-
nity of comparing the cansualties in these different Hospitals. @ Are you aware that the Lon-
don Huospital is in the immedinte neighbourheod of the London docks, where severe acci-
dents are of ficquent oecurnence? Al 1 am aware that the London Hospital is not far re-
moved from the Londan docks ; and T am aware that the Edinburgh Infirmary is not far
removed from the Leith docks. Q. Are you aware that it is one of the provisions in the
will of Guy, the founder of Guy's Hospital, that from among patients presented for admis-
aion, the worst cases must be selected ? AL 1 am acquainted with that regulation , and I
believe the same rule is observed in the Edinburgh Hospital. @ May there not in your
opinion bea greater proportion of dangerous discases i the above mentioned Hospitals than
i that of Edinburgh ¢ A. As the Edinbargh Infirmary admits patients labouring under
every dangerous disease, and in all stages of it, I am not aware that the London Hospitals
alladed 1w shoeld be dilferent in that respeet from Eﬂil‘lhlrgh. Q). How does the mm;:nr.inm
with othier Hlospitals stwnd v podnt of dict? AL 1 bave examined the diet-tablez of miny
Huospitals, and from the different nature of the articles, as woll us the different habits of the
countries, it s not easy to deaw @ comparison.  In most points, I think the sllowances of
Fdinburgh fully equal to those of the Englizh Hospiials. In one point, I observe a mas
terial differcnce: the broth which is given bot seldom in many of the English Flos-
pitals, if niade according to the receipts contained in their printed papers, is incomparably
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stronger than in the Edinburgh ; but T am of epinion, that if the same veceipt, ‘a5 for exe
ample, that of Manchester, were trunsferred to that of Edinburgly, it would be most culpa-
able extravagance, and probably not beneficial to the patients ; but it may be very pro-
per to make the soup in that Flospital very strong, as the potients sre probally moere ace
custamed to the use of animal food than those in the Edinburgh Hospital are. @), Do yon
kaow the weight of meat, barley, and groats, and the quantity of ather vegetables which
are put into the copper eontaining 60 gallons, in which the birath of the patients of the Edin-
burgh Infirmary are made 2 A. To the best of my recollection, the quantity of meat in gencral
iu from 22 (o2& Ibs. 14 Ibs, of baeley, &3 Ibe, of groats, 2 pecks of potatoes, and a quantity
of greens and Swedish turmips § and when the boiler is brim-full, [ kunow that this makes a
prl.hl.lll.lﬂtl broth, and in my upi:li.-m quite suitalile for the H-:-apitn!. ). Has any change
been made in the ingredients ar their quantities within the last fow months# - A. T think
early in the month of November the quantity of groats, which bad been greater, was dimi-
nished, and the potatoes substituted in theiv place, because after several trials, Mr Anderson
and T thought that broth so made, was better tasted, and oz nueritionz,  The potatoes-soup
we Fontnd of excellent qualicy. 0. Ts the broth now betterin quelity than it was in November,
December, and January 2 A. I believs that it was the intention of Mr Anderson, as it was '
mine, that the broth should be no bettur now than it was in November. ). Has there
been any additional propaortion af barley allowed sinee Janoary last # A. The elject has bees
ta keep the proportion of the barley nearly the same as in November ; and us more broth is
pow mwde than in the beginning of that month, a larger quantity of batley is now used, Q.
Is there a greater pumber of patients at present than in November, December, and Ja-
nuary # A. 1 do not keow the exect number of patients st this moment ; but o fornight
ago 1 believe there were more pasicnts than in November i but do not know exactly
the comparison between what it was o fortnight age, and the Intermediate tme, Q). Have
the managers gven any directions, or have they intendzd that the ingredients sheauld Le
different in quantity naw, from what they werz in November? A, Asg the matter of e
broth lhas been left to Mr Andersos and mysell T ean say confidently, that the Managers
have given no directions to that effeet, and that we have no wish that they should be difs
ferent in quality now, from what they were in November after our trials were made. Q.
How does 1he ;;nmpqr-iM'l with ather Hnapil.al-i stand as (o implements, or any othor poeints
woil may think proper to state? A In En:linhllrg]l, womden cogx of a larger and smalles
size, were the suly utensils furnished ontil Intely, when plates and spoons were added ss
before mentioned ; but the pationts in general, 1 believe, were in pessession of spoons, sau-
cers, and some of them had knives. I have uwnderstosd, that severn]l of the Losdon
Hospitals do not furnish such utensils, but they are found by the nurses to whom
a small fee is paid by the patient.  On some oceasions the patients are desived o brieg
these articles along with them.  The H{uspilallsi at Birmingam, Bristol, and Liverpool, fur-
nizh no knives, forks, or spoons: That at Sheflickl dud not furnish knile, fork, or spoon, il
about atwelvemomtbiage. The Glazgow Inficmary does not fursish knives or forks, Manches-
per and some others furnish them. € Do you krow any Hospital where the meat has
been in the practice of being distributed to the patients at their dinner without their be.
ing in posscssion of o plate® A, [ do; and that is Edinburgh, which furnishes cous in place
of plates for recciving the food ¥ G Hove you any access to know the practice in milis
tary hospitals relative to the use of sheets i venereal cases AL I have peen informed, for
I can enly sprak from information from gentlemen who have acted as deputy-inspeciors of
huspitals, and regimental surgeons, and in partieolr from the deputy- inspector of hespitals at
present on the Scotch Stafl, that while they have the most pointed dieeetions with regsed
to attenticn to cleanlingss, and are anxious to obeerve them, it is frequently the practice 1o
permit the patients wndergoing a course of mereury to lie in blankets without sheets,  The
patients in general are pleased with this permission ; amd many of the surgeons are of opi.
piniy, 1hat it i favenrable to the progeeas of the cure, In consequence ol the @rentes

warmth, particularly in eold or damp sipnatiens,
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APPENDIX

No. L

Mr WIGHAM's SPEECH, at the General Court of Con-
tributors, 5th January, 1818.

Ix rising to move for a Commitiee to examine into certain abuses which exist in
the Edinburgh Royal Infirmary, it seems necessary for me to make a few preli-
minary remarks ; pnrtil’:ulurl_f with regard to the Fﬂumi on which I have thought
it my duty to bring forward such a motion, as well as to state the evidenee which
I have been informed may be produced, that extensive abuses have existed, and
still continue to exist, in the internal management of that Institution.

Connected, as T have been, in a manufacturing concern for upwards of 14 years,
osecasional complaints have been made to me by those in the Company's employ-
ment of certain hardships they had experienced when patients in the Royal Infir-
mary, particularly with regard to the allowance of food. Imputing these com-
plaints Lo a desire to get money, or some other interested motive, they received lit-
tle attention from me ; nor did I entertain any suspicion, that extensive evils did
exist, Lill during the few weeks in Tth month (July) last, when my {rFend John
Sims resided in the House, in the capacity of Clerk to one of the ordinary Physi-
cians. During that period I examined some of the linen and beds, which were in
a state too disgusling to admit of an attempt to deseribe them here; but as there
was a pretty minute detail of the state of the Wards at that time laid before the
Managers, signed by all the Clerks then in the House, together with a letter that
my fricnd John Sims addressed to the Managers, which contained many valuable
hints upon Hospital duties in general, and pointed out very distinetly many of the
abuses, with their causes, which then exisied in the Royal lllﬁl‘mﬂ.!‘}',—l WHS
hopeful the Managers would, in consequence, have adopted eflicient means to have
rendered some improvements they at that time, or soon after made permanent. I
thought little more of thiz establishment till T had oceasion, towards the end of
Oih month (September) again to visit the Infirmary, along with another gentle-
man ; on which occasion we witnessed some of the sheets in a state similar to-those
1 have mentioned.  This fresh spectacle of filth, 1ugcl||m‘ with a recent instance of
a workidan of ours, who was taken into the House ina rheumatie fever, having so-
licited his shop-males Lo colleet a little money for his support : This man { Leitch)
had no relations to administer to his wants, and his money being all spent, TS
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founid, when the fever subsided, the quantity of food aliowed him totall y inade-
quate to support ralure; and he declared, but for the assistance of his fellow-
workmen, he believed he should have died for want. ‘These eireumstances indy-
ced a more particular enquiry as fo the quantity of food which forms the comnon
diet of the ffouse. For this purpese, attended by my worthy fricnd Alexender
Cruickshank, we repaireditc the Infirmary about nine of o moruing in 10th month,
(October) when we saw the pnn'i&gc-, bread, Se served up to Lthe Em‘sientu in two
swwards ;. which appearcd (o us very tquﬂ“}r Etppurliunml; but I was much sur-
prised to witness the pitiful quantity of pesridge and bread given to each patient,
with a limited quantity of milk and Leer ; the latter of very pu;nr quality, being,
to appearance about half an Englich piat.

Bui T did not resi upon ithese observaiions, or any which it v-as in my power to
make, in forming the opinion of the nccessily of further engniry. « I have been in-
formed of a great number of persons who have recently been patients in the
House ; all of whom declare, that they found the victuals allowed them quite too
little to satisfy their appetites: and had it not been for relations or friends, who
regularly brought them food, (which is contrary to an express rule of the Hospital)
they must have sufféred in the extrenae.  The next ‘promwinent abuse which-ap-
pears to exist in (the Royal Infirmary is the general filihy state of the linen, and
the scaniy manner in which the patients are supplied with a change of it. . This
15 an abuse which I have, with zome other gentlemen present, wiluessed,—not in
a single instence, but in wany cases. I have ‘besides received nl.atem:gg.un;lhi.i
poing, which, while it is most positive, it is likewise most disgusting. 1

1 hiave Leen informed, that patients have lainseven and eight weeks without a
change of sheets, and in some instances a longer time; and that tie sheets which
others have received when admitted, ware most offensive.  [Lhave mot hmnmﬂle
to discover any traces of the blankets being eleaned or scoused.

In the Royal Infinnary there seems no attention paid to the state of the pa-
tients body linen, neither when they are taken into the house, nor during their
stay there.  Their hands. face, amd feet are seldom washed, unless when they can
perforig these services for themselves. It has boen stated 1o me, that some of e
beds are swarming with lice; and patients age said to |luﬂ' .mughi llle Hteh in thm
Hespitsl. & b

I am informed there is but one towel for the nse of the patients in mdl ward,
which i:mugs geperally behind the dgor. T here are no spoons supnlied for the pu=-
tients, nor any knives, forks, or plates for those who arc allowed meat to dinnes ;
and that their mede of living pussesses nothirg of modern impeovessent or cam-,
fourt.

There are glso statements with regand to the Nuorses ; which ul-mn all others:
make ENGUILY Negessury.

It is to be douimed if there is auy part of the internal affairs of the Hnm pro-
perly comducted. I have never liowever heaed the least complaint against sny of!
the medical gentleman, Their duties are the only ones which are acknowledged.
to be well performed. It is kaowsn to individuals in this reom, that several medi-
cal gentlemen who have visited many hospitals of the same kind, both in England:
and upon the continent, have declared, that they Ulwgllt thie mternul appearanee
of the Royal Infirmary inferior to any they had seen. ny

After having thus briefly stated abuses which 1 am informed many persons have
seen in the Edinbwgh Royal Infirmary, and which may be legally proved, T
have only to add, that:they would never have been stated to this Coort by me,
had iv not appeared absolutely necessary for the cause of humanity to do se.

et Gl oy
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However unwilling I have felt to introduce these particulars, it seemed neces.
sary they should be mentioned, to warrant the motion which I am to submit to
this General Court of Contributors. It would be ||uinful to me to have a {'l.utj.r {1
perform that may he eonstrued into a reflection, or preduce any uncomfortahle
feelings to the preseat Managers of the Edinburgh Royal Infirmary, particularly

- a3 they are all persons of the first respectability ; and many of them are known to
be gent'emen of extensive benevolence.  Wilh the exception of one most respeet-
able Iirector, I have not the honour of the least acquaintance with any of the o-
thers. I feel nothing but perfect respeet for every individual of their number ;
and without the aid of Visitors, I should not expect any other set of gentlemen
who could be named to manage the affairs of the Hospital with perfect success.

The statutes provide, that all the aceounts, books, amd records relating to the
managemant of the Infirmary during the preceding year: likewise whalever pro-
posals are made for bye-laws, shall be laid before this Court; and that this Court
shall also appoint a Committee of their number, to examine all the books and pa-
pers laid before them ; and to report their opinion thereon in writing on the day
to which the General Court shall adjourn —It is therefore my intention to move,
That a Committes be now appointed for these purposes, with special instructions
to enquire into the state of the Hospital, and the abuses that have been complain-
ed of, in the domestic management of the House; and to report to a General
Court to be hield on the first Monday of February ensuing.

I hope and trust, after what has been stated, every individual present will coneur
in the sentiment, that it is incumbent upon this Court to institute a fair and im-
partial investigation into the state of the Royal Infirmary.

If these charges are unfounded, let them be exposed as they ought.  If they
are true, it is high time remedies should be provided. T shall close these remarks
with a sentiment expressed hy one who is deeply interested in the welfare of this
Institution, and Friu:ndl;.r to the cause of h“mnni[r mn El_'n;'ml, It is a sentiment
in which we shall be all agreed :—viz.

“ If there be one Hospital in the kingdom which should he more perfect than
all others in the general system of management, and in all its minute details, the
Edinburgh Royal Infirmary should be that one. Tt should be the perfect model
from which the numerous Students of Medicine resorting hither from nearly every
part of the world, may derive a knowledge of the hest u]"ga’himﬂ-d system, and the
most correctly executed plan which the united wisdom and experience of the pre-
senl benevolent age can devise.”

In proposing a» Comumittee I have been anxious to make it such a Commiltee as
to remove the possibility of doubt, that it will do justice to every person con-
cerned.

That from delicacy to the Directors thev are not personally included in the
Committee; but persons who are most nearly connected with them are named up-
pn it. This will be evident from the list which T am now to vead: and T trest,
although I have no uutlmrity from hiose mentlemen connccled with the Direelors,
to include their names; yet T thiok it will be considered as & mark of respect to
the Directors, and to them, which is justly due to their character. Though T be-
lieve, T may truly say, there is not one name in the Committee whom any person

can believe will act from any motive but a wish to promote the prosperity of this
Institution. 2AR



No. 11,

NOTE of Mr JerrFrey’'s Statements at the General Meeting,

Monday, 5tk Jannary 1518,

Msa Jerrrev stated, among other things, that most of the particulars that
had been mentioned by Mr Wigham, had been reported to him by persons of
such respectability, and with such means of information, as had made it difficult
for him to believe that their information was altogether erroneous; and that,
in corroboration of their general statements, persons of unquestionable veracity,
had assured him that they had themselves ascertained, by personal inspection, the
existence of several gross and extraordinary abuses.—In particular, that when beef
steaks were allowed to any patients, it was quile usual to carry them up to the
Ward in a raw state, and to throw them in that state on the beds of the persons
for whom they were intended, without plates; and that they were left to get
them cooked at the Ward fire as they best could, and afterwards to eal them
with as little assistance—there being neither plates, knives, forks, nor spoons,
provided for any of the patients: That it had been stated to him, on the same
authority, not only that the bedding was filthy and insufficient in many instances ;
but that there never was more than one small hand-bason, and one towel in use
for all the patients of a Ward, frequently amounting to 20 or 30 ; and that there
were a similar penury of chamber.pots: That the consequences of this neglect
went in some instances so far, that he had heard that the bodies of the patients
were accasionally infested with lice.

That he had also heard it mentioned, as a thing guite notorious, that the friends
of the Fulients up-enl;.r brought in to them sup}ﬂiﬁ ol Tood and provisions ;—which
proved, either that what was furnished in the House was insufficient, or that there
was a gross neglect in allowing these superfluities, which could not but be general.
ly pernicious. ' -

That the quality of the food provided for the patienis was said to be occasion-
ally bad, and the quantity very often insufficient: That he really believed,
I,I|m;|.gh he kpnew nnlllillg whatever from his own cbservalion, that most :I“E!-EIE’I:‘I.H]]]E
Peaple would come forward and testily to the existence of all these abuses ; and
therefore, though he was perfectly certain that no blame could attach to the Ma-
NAgers or the Medical Attendants, and trusted, indeed, that many of these im-
||IIT.Il1'[|:mR would be found to have urig'l.naluﬂ in Illisulnzlnuplinn, it was impns.-
sible for him not to wish for an enquiry, and, in so far as in him Iay, to insist for it.

E. J.
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STATEMENT by J. A. Murray and L. Horner, Esquires.

Wednesday, Jonwgey T, 1518,

The following Members of the Committee, who supported the motion for en-
quiry at the general court of Contributors, observed, that they had no apportuni-
ty of recording in the minutes of the general court, what these of them who had
spoken had said. . That although they had been informed - from various quariers,
that there were abuses in the Infirmary which demanded enquiry, nothing had
ever reached ihem, which in the mosi remote deg.ree affected the character or
conduet of the Mansgers ; and they lad the most perfect convietion, that nothing
‘eonld arise in the course of the enquiry which would have that tendency.

JOHN A. MURRAY,
LEONARD HORNER.

No. IV,

Tth July. 1817.

LETTER from the CLenks of the Isrrrmany, with relative
Statement of Complaints, laid before the Manacens of above
date, and Commitiee appointed to enquire into the same.

Edinburgh Royal Infirmary, July 7, 1818,
GESTLEMEY,

Impressed by a strong sense of duty, we beg to lay before you the following
statcwient.  Had our duly been in the least doubtlul, we might have been some-
what guided by the 15th repulation, which you have put inste our hamds. Ouwe
reason for ol bringing o similar statement earlier before :.ruu',, was gur ignorance,

After our appoiniment, we were ﬂl.'l,‘.ll!liﬂl'l-l'll-lj' troubled with the {:I:illl!_lll:l.illh ol
one or two patients: we thought this might arise from discontent ; these however
multiplicd as the patients became acquainted with us, and as their confidence in
us inereased.  Stilly though we oceasionally observed abuses, we thought they
might be of rare cecurrence, that they might arise from some fault of the nurses,
or wieakness of the p::ti:-:'ltt_, tall at 11-.ngfh mnl;ﬂ;ﬁnts came from every quarter of
the house, from patients the most decent and reserved, s well as from others;
froun Uiose under the care of the most assiduous amd most anxious nurses, as well
as from thase under the worst and most deunken. We were thus reluctantly in-
duced to meke cnguiries at all our |::L|i1~nl~i. t:nlm'i'lﬁllg the gt'lll'rul state of their
diet, and to cxamine their bedding.  This we did on the dth and 5th inst. in
eompany with My Sims, our temporary collengue, not individually, but two by
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two; a Physician’s and a Surfeon’s clerk taking the reports together. Having
thus, Gentlemen, explained to you the cause of our enquiries, we beg to lay the
result before you.
We have the honour to be,
GENTLEMEN,
Your mest obedient servants,
{Signed) Wu GLOVER.
ROBr. LEE, M. D.
DAVID CRAIGIE, A D.

STATEMENT, &ec.

Iaving inspected the state of the bedding and bed linen, and made some en-

quiry concerning the food, on the 4th and 5th inst. we beg leave to lay before
you the following statement :—

OF 114 patients, whose sheets we inspected, 33 were extremely filthy and oily;
22 were dirty ; five had each only one sheet; one had only half a sheet ; and two
had no sheets. The blankets of 22 were very dirty. The examination of the
bedding was necessarily more limited, in consequence of the patients lying on
them : but 11 of them were found cxl;mme'ly [Iirl:r; and some of them were
soaked with purulent matter.

Betty M<Donald, Women's Clinical Ward, has been in the house upwards of
three weeks, and has had no sheets on her bed ; uses her own pillows.

Jolin Graham had no sheets for eight days after he came in.

Donald Grant, Men's Surgeon’s Ward, has been in the house two days and a
half, and has had no sheets.

Christian Lindsay, Women’s Surgeon’s Ward, had one sheet changed in
six weeks.

Betty Miller, Women's Surgeons’ Ward, had bed-linen sent in from her mas-
ter’s family, who were shocked at the state of the
house-sheets.

Jean Taylor, Women's C. Ward, has been in the house nine weeks, and had
no change of sheets.

Rell Paterson, Womens' C. Ward, had been in the house nearly three months,
and has had no ulm:;Eu of sheets or blankets ; and bas been attacked with itch since

admission,

Ann Duff, Women's C. Ward. had no sheets for a month after she came in.

William Bell, Soldier’s Ward, las been in the house 15 weeks; had a change

of sheets once, about six weeks ago,

e i =i~ o
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James Tuarcan, Soldier’s Ward, uses only one sheet, in consequence of the
other being so dirty ; has had no change of linen during six wecks.

James Donaldson, Men's Surgeons’ Ward, was 10 weeks in the Country Ward
and had no change of linen.

John Reid, Men's Surgeons’ Ward, has been five weeks without a change.
Robert Turnbull had his first pair a month,

James Brown, Mea's Fever Ward, has been 12 days in the house, and hag
canght itch since his admission.

James Condie was in the house during two months a short time ago; during
the whole of which time he had no change of shecis,

Mrs Sutherland, Fever Ward, has been only a few days in the house. Her
bied was hrmlgl'll from the Country Ward; the nurse being in the habit of ob-
taining beds from the Country Ward, or from whatever other ward she can find
them ; and states positively, that the nurses of the Women's Country Ward oc-
casionally receive beds from the Fever Ward.

Margaret Trotter, Servanl’s Ward., The sheets are so filthy, that her wmis-
tress, who perceived the uncomfortable appearance, provided her with sheets
from home, which she has been using constantly since her admission.

In the Lock Ward there are al present 13 patients. Two of these are obliged
{0 Sh‘ﬂl in the same bed, for want of the hair and straw matlesss.  Another of
them hias got no straw maltrass, One admitted (our :Ia.ys. ago, haz not yeb been
provided with sheets; and another, who was admitted séme days before, is in the
same situation.  For want of beds at the time of admission, three were foreed to
sleep the fiest night they were in the house in the same bed with another patient ;
one for two nights, and another for four.  Helen Robison has been only five days
in the house, and the sheets are Mack and filihy.

John Baxter, Sailors’ Ward. The bed on which this man lies was occupied
several months by a venereal patient of the name of Leitch, and was direetly re.
moved from below Leitch to Baxter, without being aired. The nurse states, that

except whea patients die, the beds are never removed from the ward to be aired,

Peter Murray, Mens' Country Ward ; admitted yesterday, and slept last night
Letween twa blankets,

Edward Conelly, Mens' Country Ward, who has been eight weeks in the how-e,

lios had only one sheet for about a week, which was the first change since ad-
wHEsion,

ifelen Sutherland, Women's Country Ward, ulters serious complainis against
the nurse, and they appear to be weil founded.

Hugh Ml*herson, Mens' Hurgw.'uu":; Ward, bas had no c]mngt- of hed-linen sinee
the 2ith May.
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A girl of the name of Fleming, in the Women's Fever Ward, has got itch sinee
her admission about 14 days ago.  Janet Thomson, Country Ward, three months
in the house, no change of sheets, and has got itch since admission.

OF 104 patients, 47 complaincd that the meat was Lough, in small quantity, and
occasionally old and putrid ; &4 of the weakness and thinness of the broth; 61 of
the milk being skimmed, watery, and oceasionally sour ; 52 complained that the
pottage was small in guantity, and thin; 59 of the weakness and occasional sour-
ness of the beer,

Many, in conzequence of the insufficiency of the diet, were in the habit of Dring-
ing food into the house,

William Harveyr, Men's Operation Ward, has been six weeks in the house, gets
at present, full diet, and a steak in the intermediale du}rs; says, the steak is
zenvrally so bad that he cannot eat it; that the porridge are composed of barley
meal mostly ; that they are thin; that yesterday morning they were so thin and
bai, that the whole ward refused them ; that the beer is most unaccountably bad,
and the milk extremely sounr.

John Laing, Men's [)FPTE.I;{H‘: Ward, geks common diet ; BOY Sy the wooden
vessel iz nod Dall full of poltage, the milk is sour, the beer as bitter as can be.
that the broth are not VEery gum.’l, and have VETY fittle |.r.'u'||:_'pr in them.

Camphell Seyd, Men's Operation Ward, has been 18 weeks in the louse ; says,
the steak he is ordered daily, is hard, tough, and bad-smelled, variable in quan-
tity, never exceeds 4 b, Is a milier to trade, and thinks the pottage, which are
bad aud thin, are chiclly composed of barley meal; the beer very bud, milk some-
times very bad.

Alexander Hall, Men's Operntion Ward, has been two weeks in the house ; is
ordered full diet ; the meat of which is very bad in quality, and often does not
take the beer, throngh the apprebension it may injure him ; complaints against
the broth, porridge, and milk, of the same deseription as the other patients.

Danicl Campbell, Men's Operation Ward, says, that the meat smelled on
Monday.

William Nalson, AMen's {]pumtiﬂ-ll Woaord, confirms the same; and states, it
made him sick.

Thomas Adam, AMen's Surgeon’s Ward, slales the same.

Scolt Itobinson, Men’s Surgeon’s Ward, mentions it was so bad, he could not
take it on Muml::;.*.

Christopher Briges, Men's Fever Ward, complains that the meat is seldom
above two ounces, often black and putrid; and last Monday was full of large
maggots, which were also seen by the muwrse, and others in the ward.

Jolin Baxter, Scamen’s Ward, has been 13 wecks in the house: is ordered
21b. beel-tea daily, which he declares iz little better than greasy water; says,
that the meat on Moudays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays, is generally good, but

=%
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in small quantity : on the four remaining days of the week, it is uniformly bad,
but in larger quantity.

In reference to the case of Mrs Sutherland of Wemen's Fever Ward, and the
general distribution of bedding in the Lock Ward, it requires to be mentioned ;
that it appears from the testimony of several of the nurses, that the beds from
the fever wards— * [circulate indiseriminately through the whole house; and during
the last five months, several patients, originally affected with loecal diseases, were
attacked, after admission, with continued fever, which in one case proved
fatal. Upon other occasions, patients admitted at the visit have not unfrequently
to wait till the afternoon, sometimes to 10 v. m. for beds ; and particularly, some of
us recollect, that fever patients in a state of great debility, have been obliged to
streich themselves upon two chairs till that hour; while others have laid down
for days upon the straw mattress, without any bed.]

In the foregoing statement, it may be remarked, that the observalions as to
the state of the diet are taken from the mouths of the patients. On the 4th inst.
we tasted the broth, and could not discover the presence of either meat or fat in
it ; we also tasted the beer, and found it txl.n:nu.'l_j" weak and sour. We have
observed the wooden vessels for receiving the allowance of porridge, which did
not halt' fill each, and was so thin as to be little different from water gruel.

The following exhibits the Weight of the Full Diet Allowances
on the 5th inst.

MEN'S SURGEON'S WARD.

ik oz dr.
4 Pieces boiled meat, weighed, = - a P 1 1
4 Ditto, - - - = - - - l1 8 3
4 Ditto, - - A - - - - 1:5.1
+ Ditto, - - - = - - = 1 4 6

MEN'S OPERATION WARD,
4 Pieces boiled, - - - - - = 1 2 &
5 Ditto, - - - - - - - 1 -5 7T
3 Beefsteaks, = = = - - = 1 3 {F\J‘,
2 Steaks, = - - - - - - G 13. T
WOMENS OPERATION WARD

5 Full Diet allowances, - . - - 1 & & 1 ser
3 Beef-stenks, - a - - . - 1 4 I

We, the undersigned, do hereby certify, that the above is a correct statement
of what we observed and heard from the p:ltieulﬁ.
Wwu. GLOVER.
Royal Infirmary, ROBERT LEE, M. D.

(Tth mo ) July T, 1817, DAVID CRAIGIE, A D.
JOHN SIME.

To the Managers of the

Royal Infirmary.

—

* The paragrogh within the brackets 1 do pob aubacribe 1o,

A 1

e e  ——

T, BIME,
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No V.

Mr Joun Sius, Respecting Internal Management of the Hospital.

To the MANAGERS of the Rovar Ixrinstany.

Tih July, 1817.
GENTLEMEN,

Havixg some time ago wished o fill the office of Fhysician's Clerk in the Royal !nﬁmmry,
and on waiting upon you o inform you of my intention to offer for the present vacaney, ¥
found that your motives of election were the following,  1sf, Superiority of qualifieations.
2d, If two or more candidates equally qualified, priority of application. 34, To render the
situation as extensively useful to the community.——From my having filled a sitvation some-
what similar at Manchester, three of the Managers suggesied, that the last of the motives
would operate against me. Soon alter [ made my offer, 1 intended, if this opinion sheuld
guin ground, rather than stand in the way of any other person, to withdraw my offer ; which
proving to be the case, I accordingly withdrew it, and entirely relinguished the object.

The late Clerk being obliged to leave Edinburgh prior to the appeintment of & successor,
I was requested by IDr Spens 1o officiate in the interim, and entered on the duty en the
1Tth ult.

Having repeatedly heard most unpleasant sccounts of the internal state of the house, and
having now the epportunity, I became desirous of ascertaining their truth or falseliood ; in
order that if false T might be able to contradict them, and il true, cxamine their extent, and
report them o you for amelioration.

After 1 had been in the house two days, I observed that Ann Buff, a patient in the country
ward was laying between Ulankets, and lad no sheets on her bed.  This patient was afflicted
with an offensive discharge, which, accumulating on the blankets, greatly annoyed herself
and neighbouring patients, 1 informed the Matron of this, and it was altered for the time,

On the evening of the 21st, turning over the bed-clothes of another patient in the same
ward, I discovered that the sheets were extremely filthy,and the bed soaked through with urine,
in which she had lin for several nighis.  Considering the Matron a5 the mistress of the
nurses;, I immediately went down stairs and informed herof it, at the same time requesting
to go and examine it herself, in order that she might propecly reprimand the nurse: She
told me she tad things of her own to sttend to ; she was going out 1o the Links, and there-
fore could not go.  This would nut have cocupicd her more than 10 minutes.—The state of
the bed was rectified.

The day following, T observed two other patients inthe same ward, one who had Leen in
the house throe weeks, had Inin without sheets ever sinee her admission, none having besn
presented her: The other was lying with enly one sheet, which was the remainder of o
pair shie had had during nine weeks. From the reception I' met with the preceding even=
ing from your Matron, I ceased to apply 1o her any more, and began to reflect upon the
most proper means of relieving this serions evil, which was daily more and more Expmgjng
itsell to my view. The magnitude of the task appeared to increase with my continuanee
in the Infirmary ; and I frequently resolved to begin formally to possess mysell of o state-
ment of facts, which seemed impossible without the assistance of some others in the house ;
till at length observing; that the three other clerks were cqually, if not more disposed 1o
undertake it; I mentioned my views on the 3d fnstant, and shewed them o sketch of the
plan [ had framed, which, with some alteration, we adopted the following morning. For
my own part, | went reluctantly about the duty ; but the state of cach sueceeding bed oper-
ated as a powerful inducement to make some effort, bowever feeble, 1o remedy it ; and alse
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the knowledge, that my temporary connection with your institution would cease in a few
days, and then the opportunity would be withdrawn from me. Notwithstanding this, I
could scarcely have thoaght of representing them 1o you, had I not for several years been
ohserving hespital practice, and been also enpazed in hospital diuties in an institation where
the system of management is widely different. I had thus the. means of comparing the
two with each other.

The chief facts contained in our statement, arc these concerming the beds ; but the almost
uniform report of the patients respecting their dict must render their testimony of considera
able weight ; which, together with the extensive opportunities of your clecks, and my own
more limited observations, cannet fuil to substentiate it

Qur enquiries of the patients having oceasioned a considerable sensation through the
House, I became desirous that members of the Institution in the higher departments of
office should have an epportunity of confirming them before any change took place;  With
this view, I waited on Dr Spens on the Sth instant, and explained our proceedings ; and
at his visit pointed out to him the filthy state of the beds of his own patients, which he can
confirm, I also woited upon Gilbert Innes, and explained to him some of the circumstances :
and afterwards upon Sir Williany Forbes ; who, in company with Henry Jardine and Franciz
Wilson, visited the Haospital in the afternoon, but not before several changes had been made
in the beds, and a considerable amendment of the dinner, as stated by the patients,

In looking over the statutes of 1the Roval Infirmary, [ do net find that the ordinary pes
riod of changing the bed linen of the paticnts 15 mentioned ; but from our statement it will
appear, that many have laid in them 6 weeks, and some neae 3 months.  In the Manchester
]nﬁrmnrjr, the following rule was strietly enforecd. .

Tule 117, « That the sheets of the patients remaining in the Hospital for a length of
# time, shull be changed once a fortnight, or ofiener if necessary, the rest of the bed
« glothes once in twe months, and, where the paticnts have sores which require it, once a
e myonith.”

The filthy state of the sheets may arise from their not being propeely washed, and from
the patients getting into bed with their clothes on. [t is in vain to state the impossibility of
cleaning the sheets properly ; it is done in private houses, and 1 have known it done with.
Hospital sheets. Two repulations were strictly attended o in Manchester,  1si, Not to al=
low the patients lo get inte bed with their chbes on: 2d, Not to allow the patienis io lay on
ilie bed with their shoes on. If elean sheets were given to the patients, and these two rules
inforced, a considerable change would soon manifcst itself,

The statutes do not mention the quantity of meat to be given out to each patient : The por-
tions which I zaw weighed from 2§ to 3 oz. The common diet of the house, consisting of
meat three days in the week, at Manchester, was 8 ounces of boiled Mution, beef, or veal,
with broth, pudding, and rootz.  In the broth which I 1asted I conld not discover the pre-
sence of animal matter ; it appeared to be litile more than a deeoction of harley.  The Man.

chester form is the following, @ for every gallon of broth put in 3 pounds of mutton or veal,
¢ or @ pounds of lean beel over the commen allowance of meat.”  Perhaps the parallel be-
tween ihe dict necessary for the Edinburgh Hospital, and that i Manchester, cannot be a
just ene, owing to the dilfercnce in the mode of subsistence of the peor.  However that may
be; the dilference cannot be so great ns is bere represented ; and having stated my views of
the grievances above, 1 offer with muel diffiddence my sentiments concerning their cause,
One of the principal canses appear o me o bie, that ohe Motron does not visit the Wards
sulficicatly oftem. It seems, from the testimony of the nurses, that she seldom visits_the
Wards ; and when she does, she does not examine the state of the bedding. T have been
in the house near three weeks, and have not seen her in any of them, though 1 have been
visiting them at most hours of the day. In the statntes wnder the head * Matron,” T find
the following : < 5. She shall go the round of il the Wards every day at 10 o'clock of the
it forenoon, looexamine their state, and 1o correct what i3 amiss; and the like round of
o ihe Wards is to be mude by her ot some other time of the day, when her other businese
o epn best allow."——1 du from experience know, that nothing is of more imporiance to the

comfon of the patients, and the domestic sconomy of an Haospital, than the most rigid at-
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tention toa salutary regulation of this kind. I conceive that the Matron is the responsible
trigtress of the nurses; and by thus daily visiting the Warls, she ean alone know their dis-
positions, and. that they attend properly to their duties. As the comfort and sccommaoda-
tion of the paticnts is the first care in the domestic management of an Hospital, a daily

visit, from, the: Matson to them appears. her leading duty ; and if her other duties take up-

too much of her tine, she should be relicved of those, but by no means send a deputy to
do this A negelation of  this kind was strictly. attended to by the Matron at Manchester,
and with the most beneficial elfects.

Another canse exists in the defect i the statute mnuming House Visitors, I approach
this subject with inercasing diffidence, and wilh all becoming respect for your experignce ; ns
nothing can coutribuie more to the welfare of the whole establshment, than an almost daily
inspection into its every part, amd having witnessed the beneficial results of this practice,
T will compare the two plans.

When I waited upon one of your bedy, he stated to me, that ar their visits they made a
point of inquiring of the patients concerning their treatment ; and that they almost uni-
forraly mplmd they wen: well used. It appears to me, that the patients seareely know thal
they have a right o complain ; and from the infrequent visits of lthe managers, they are
kept in awe by the nurses, and forget their grievances from time to time,

At Manchester, the most effectual means: are taken to impress upon the minds of the
patients their right of complaining, and to elicit from them the least cause of dizsatizsfaction.
At their admission, the following among other rules is read to them: © Should any of
« you not ebtain the things above mentioned, or have any other cause 1o be dissatisfied,
s you have a right to complain to the House Visitors, or to. the Weekly Board, which
o meets every Monday in the Board Hoom at 11 o'clock ; where you will be heard with
o attention; and your grievances redressed, if reasonable.”

These rules are hung up in the Wards, and are constantly before the patients ; at their
dismissal they are again questioned by the board whether they have any complaints to
minke. '

Your statute under the head @ Visitors,” says, * 1st, Each twe ordinary Monagera shall
« wisit the Infirmary at least once in the month, for which they are appointed Visitors,
o there to examing the Matron's accounts, and the conduct of all l-i'll‘.‘ﬂmﬁﬂ'ﬂl, sErvants, il
« patients in the Infirmary, and to write down and subscribe o report of what they observe,

« in a book to be kept for the purpese.”
Rule 17th, Of the Manchester Infirmary, runs thus == That the Secretary send letters

i gyery Friday to seven subscribers residing in Manehester or Salford,” in the order in.

which they stand, requesting their attendanee on the Monday following, at the weekly.
Board, there to take upon them the offices of Inspectors and House-visitors for the Infir-
mary, Dispensary, and Lunatic Hospital, for the ensuing week, and that. some of them
visit both Houses, and enquire whether the rules concerning Officers, Servants, and Pa-
tients have been observed ; particularly, whether the Patients have been duly atiended by
the Physicians, Surgeons, Apathecary, House-Surgeon ; whether prayers have been duly
read, whether the Patients or Servants have been guilty of swearing, drunkenness, or any

immorality or indecency, &c. to enter their observations in a book, and atltend to make-

their report at the next weekly Board.
The following letter is sent to each of them.

Form of 2 Letter 10 be sent weekly to seven Subscribers or Benefuctors, residing in Man-
chester and Salford, 1o reqeest they would take upon themselves the office of Inspectors
ar House-Visitors.

Manchester Infirmary and Lunatic Hospital, 18
Sir,—In pursuance of the rules of this Charity, T am to acquaint you, that you are by
sotation desired to attend the Weekly Board, on Monday next, precisely at eleven d'clock,

to take upon yourself the office of Inspector or House-Visiter for the ensuing week, tosether

with Messrs Secrotary.

el =
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The Board being fully persuaded that neahing will contribule more to the welfare of this
Charity, than that the office of Inspector or House-Visitor be duly and properly executed,
vou are eamestly desired to visit the Infirmary this week, as ofien as possible, and to pay
particular attention to the following things : viz

You are Iéqﬂﬁlﬂ(] t crder the Murses and Servants out of each ward when ¥ou enter if,
and each Patient to be by his or her respective bed side, and to see if any be abzent.

To examine the provisions, and taste the bread and beer.

To see il all the wards ave clean, and firee from impure smells.

To ask the Patients if they are well used, and whether they are duly attended by the
Physicians, Surgeons, Apothecary, House-Surgeon, Matron, and Nurses.

To see il the linen and bedding i the beds be elean and proper,

To coquire of the Apothovary aod Matran, whether they have any complaints to make
Against any of the Petients or Servants in the House, for improper behwviour.

To go through the whole Huuse, 1o be attentive to its cleanliness, regularity, and ceono.
my, and 1o report in the Visitors” book, (which always lies en the table in the Board-room)
ihe siate in which you find every one of the above-mentioned articles—and 0 26t down
whatever clse shall appear to you proper to be reported ;—You are likewise requested (o do
the same in the Lunatic-Hoespital ; and it is particalarly desired, that yon will attend the
Board on the Monday following, at eleven o'clock.

In addition to this inspection of the trustees, a consultation of the Faculty was held
menthly, whose duty, amengst other things, was to observe the general order and cleanti=
ness of the House, and to segoest improvements on the ceonemy of the House ; the report
of whose procecdings was rend nnd takeen into consideration ot the nest weekly Loard.

In the Royal Infirmary of Glaspow, a similar plan is in use; Their statutes state, thai
in addition to the court of manageis, 96 visitors are annually appeinted from among the
eontribators 3 whese duty it is daily to inspect the house, and report to the court of mana-
aers. Lreeived this infurmation frem a friend of mine whe has filled this office.

The superiority of the two latter modes of inspection cannol fail to be striking.

Many cther cirenmstanees have fallen under my obgervation during my short v esidence.
in the Royal Tofirmary ; bt my time is so limited, that it does not allow me to mention
them in thiz paper.

It may bs askedwhy T should inteefere with the ordinary pragress of things in your In-
firmary ¥ My answer is plainly this, That I could net witness sueh an addition 1o the una-
voidable suffering of your patients, withont making some effort, however feeble, to report it
ta you. And I repeat, that had I not been previously engaged in Hospital dnties, 1 should
have been deterred from the greatness of the undertaking and its mppatent invidiousness.

The clange which has already been effected since the #th instant ‘in the dict and beds
affurd great satisfaction ; which is even expressed on tive countenances of our patients, and
is a confirmation of the rectitnde of our procecding.

Permit me to state to you with deference, that no temporary alverations will answer on
the present oceasien :  There has been n continued system of disorder, and some  radical
cure is necessary.  This will not be effected waless the matron i3 more active in the
discharge of her duties in the words, and & more frequent inspection is made into the con-
duet and management throughwut,

I now take leave of the subject lor the present.  And subscribe myself,

Your sincere friend,

JOHN SIMS.
Rovar Isrirmany,

Tih month Tth 1818,



No. VI.

MINUTES of the Meetings of the Mawacers, relative to the
Statement and Letters No. 4 and 5.

Tth July, 1817,
Tur Treasurer staied to ihe meeting, that he had just now received two letters

addressed to the Managers, one from Mr Sims, an interim clerk in the house, and
the other from Messrs Glover, Lee, and Craigie, clerks in the house, in which
they stated a variety of complaints relative to the bedding and internal arrange-
ment of the House, which appeared to be of a very serious nature.

The Managers appointed Sir William Forbes, Bart. Mr Anderson, and Mr
Wauchope as Committee to make enquiry into the circumslances, and to report
with their first convenience,

4h August, 1817,

The Committee appoinfed at last meeling to take into consideration the letters
trom Mr Sims and the clerks of the house, and to make such investigation as should
seem to be necessary, reported, That they had immediately taken the matter into
their consideration, and would report as soon as possible.

1st September 1517,

The Committec appointed at the Meeting, on Tth July last, to take into con-
sideration the letters from Mr Sime and the clerks of the house, and to make such
investigation as should seem to he necessary, reported, “T'hat they were still en-
gaged in making the necessary investigations, not having yet been able to com-
plete them, so as to enable them to frame so full a report as they considered to

‘be necessary on so important a subjeet ; but they had no doubt they would be
enabled to do so in a few days, when they would call an extraordinary Meeting
for the purpose of laying it before the Managers.

Gith Ociober 1817,

The Meeting having resumed consideration of the report of the Committee on-
the letters of Mr John Sims, and the clerks of the house, approved of the same,
and directed that it should be engrossed in the minutes ; and the 'L'nmmif.teé Was |
requested to make such improvements in the state of the bedding, or otherwise, as
to them should appear proper. The Managers desired that the Physicians might
he requested to draw up a report as to the present diet of the patients, and sug-
gest any improvements which appeared to them be to proper, adverting in the re-
port to the quantity of wine and porter consumed in the house,

REPORT

oF

The Cossmirres of the Maxacras of the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh, ap-
pointed by the General Meeting of Tth July 1517, Lo investigate into the
Sate of the Establishment, in consequence of Letters. of date the said Tth
July last, addressed Lo the Manzgers of the Institution, by the acting
Clerks to the Physicians and Surgeons.

The Committee have perused with atfention the letters of date Tth July last,
fiom Mr JehnSims, interim aeting Physicians’ Clerk, and from Drs Robert Lee and
David Craigie, and Mr William Glover, the other elerks resident in the Hospital,
in resard to the internal manzgement of the Institution; together with a letter
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from Mrs Montgomery, of datc the 10th of that menth, and have had frequent
meetings, with a view to investigate the alleged irregularities therein mentioned.

The points to which the attention of the Managers appear to be called, are,

1st; The state of the bedding, particularly of the shects.

24, The assertion that, upon several occasions, palients admitted have remained
for a considerable time without being furnished with sheets, or other proper
bedding.

3d, That upon some oceasions, when a patient died. the bedding formerly used
by such patient was again made use of without being properly aired, and that .
bedding was occasionally taken out of the Fever Wards, and put into other wards,
without the zame being properly aired.

4th, That the patients, (at least a few of them) eomplained, that the butcher's
ment was !uu;lt,, in small qunntilif&, and BI!MSEI)II:I.“I old amd Pulriil. That the
milk was skimmed, watery, and occasionally sour; and that the beer was weak,
and frequently stale.

5th, That one or two of the patients stated that the pottage was thin, amd
chiefly made of barley meal.

Gith, And in general, that the quantity of food distributed to the patients was
too small.

And it is stated in the letter of Mr Sims, that one of the principal causes of
the state of the bedding appears to be, that the Matron does not visit the wards
sullicicntly often, or in terms of the statute, by which she is required to visit the
same every day at 10 o'clock of the forenoon, and again, at some other time of
the day, when her other business can best permit.

These points, your Committee have investigated to the wtmost of their power.

And as the state of the bedding was in a great measure attributed to a neglect on
the part of the Matron, in the performance of the very necessary duty of regularly
viailing the wards, as enjoined by the statutes of the Institution, the attention of
the Commitice was directed in the first place to that point.

Mrs Montgomery, the present Matron, of whose fidelity and anxious wish for
the good of the Institution the Committee believe the Managers are perfectly
sensible, had lately the misfortune to lose her only chiild, who died at Burrow-
muirkead, in the neighbourhood of this city, During her last illness, her mother
was in the practive of frequently visiting her at that place. Owing to this, and
from the diztress of mind in which she was at the time, it cannot be matier of
surprise, if her visits through the wards were not so regular as formerly, or as
they ought to have been.  But as soon as the circumstances came Lo the know.
ledge of your Committee, they directed the duty to be done by two of the most
confidential servants in the house, in order that as little injury might be done to
the Institution as possible, from the want of the Matron's regular visits.

The Committee have frequently visited the wards themsclves, and inspeeted
with care the state of the bedding.

They beg to report, That they found some of the bedding in their opinion
faulty, and in many instances the sheets in particular seemed to le soiled or
dirty, and that too when they had been newly washed and put upon the beds,

']:I||§. appearance the Committee found arose from the imperfect manner in
whicl the sheets had been washed, after having been upon beds occupied by pa-
ticnts affected witl sores, in the cure of which oils and ointments of various de.
seriptions had been used.

Your Committee, after investigating and considering the matter fully, were of
opinion, that the evil could only be corrected by the establishment of & wnx’hing
and drying house for the linen of the Hospital. “Thevefore, in consequence of
the powers devolved on them, your Committee gave directions for the erection of
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lhu_um{*ﬁnr}f accommodation for these purposes, and which is now in progress
at the east end of thie Housze; and Iln‘j flatter themselves, that the most Bapp_\.'
and beneficial effects will result to the Institution, from the washing and dress-
ing of the linens of the establishment. And your Committee are also of opi-
nion, that it may ensble them to carry into effect a plan, which, in the conrse
of Lieir inyestigation; has appeared to them as one that will be of great addi-
tional benefit to the institutions viz. that of more frequently washing the co-
vers of the bedding, previously removing the wool aud straw, and sorting and

_cleansing them, before replacing them into the bedding, after the same has been

washed. Your Committee are also of opinion, That a very great advantage
may Le derived from blankets being more frequently scoured than what Las hi-

therto been the praclice of doing. They are aware that the accomplishment of

these objects will be attended with very considerable expence to the institution ;

Iu.ur] Lhey are aware also, that the limited state of the fumds do not permit the

Managers to adopt many improvements which they might wish to do; but, in
a matter of such conzequence to the Hospital, in every point of view, your Com-
mittee would recommend making every exertion to follow out improvements that
may be of such cssential advantage to the health and comiort of the patienls.

2d, The assertion that, upon several oceasions, patients, after being admitted,
remained a considerable time without being furnished with sheets, or other proper
bedding, came next under the consideration of the Committee,

The Committee regret, that any thing of this nature should have happened in
this Hlospital, especially after the regulations and errangements made by the Ma-
nagers, that every ward in the house should have, within itself, an ample supply
of Tinens ; so that, for every patient admitted, there might be a certainty of an
immediate supply of cleen linens.  These linens are under the charge of the
nurse of the wand; wio is directed to supply, as required, every bed in the ward
with clean linens, and to apply to. the Matron for ap additional supply when
NECessary. The Committee have not been able (Lo troace, nn!wi.ﬂtstulld.ing the
crowded state of the Hospital for some time past, that any ward had been defi-
cient in linens, or that any nurse had made any application in vain te the Ma-
tron for a supply, althouegh the system was only in the ecourse of carrying inte
effect this summer.  To prevent, however, any thing of a similar nature occur-
ring hereafter, the Commitlee would beg Jeave to propose to the Managers, that
it should be one of the insiructions to the Clerks, that

“ When a paticot iz admitted, the clerk of the physician or surgeon under
whose charge such patient is to be, must attend the patient, until he or she iz
placed in the proper ward, and until a hed, properly furnished with blankets, sheet-
ing, &ec. is made up for such patient.  For this purpose, no clerk, whether physi-
cian's or surgeon’s, is to leave the house until he bimself sees this necessary duty
performed.”

8d. The Committce, after full investigation, could not discover, that upon any
occagion, when a patient died, the Ledding formerly used by such patient was
again made use of before being aired, or that bedding was occasionally taken out
of the fever-ward, and put into other wards without being properly aired.

This part of the investigation the committee were at great pains to conduct with
the utmost accuracy ; and for that purpose they examined Mr Glover, the senior
clerk, Mrs Montgomery the Matron, and six of the nurses ; several of whom have
been from 14 to 20 years in the house. The result was completely satisfaciory to
your committee; and distinetly established, thet with the solitary instance of one
stiaw matlress; said to have been taken from the fever-ward to another ward ; and
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that circumstance, if troe, which was by no means distinetly established (and as
Mrs Montgomery positively denied all knowledge of it), was said to have happen-
ed late at night upen the oecasion of an accident, and was immedintely sent back
without being used ; but in no other case does it appear to have happened, and
indeed it could not well take place, as it was clearly established by the testimony
of the nurses, that they were in the uniform practice of taking the beds that were
no longer in use to the Matron, by whose express directions they were placed
in the airing rooms, and never could be used till properly cleaned and aired ; and
upon this point your Committee have the satisinction to state, that Dr Hamilton
assured them, that he was not aware that in any instance infection had ever been
produced in the House by means of the bedding or otherwise ; which circumstance
completely repels the assertion relative to the bedding being taken from the fever
ward to any other.

The above investigation, your Committee may observe, was conducted in the
prezence of Mr Glover, who was desired to call in and examine such nurses as he
thought were most likely to establish what the clerks had stated.

4h and 5th, State of buteher’s meat, milk, beer, and pottage.

Upon the 5th of last month, a complaint was made to the T'reasurer in regard :‘:::‘: fib
to the butcher’s meat in use in the Hospital on that day.  And accordingly, he
waited upon one of your Committee (Sir William Forbes, Bart.), who accom-
panied him to the Hospital ; when they found that the butcher's meat, as also the
bread and beer were unexceptionably good. Since that time, your Committee have
wade like investigations, and they ean discover no ground for complaint.
© The quantity of food distributed for each meal to the patients has remained nearly
the same since the commencenent of the Institution. . The Committee, however,
at & meeting they had with the physicians to the Hospital, requested them to
consider the regulations respecting the dict of the patients, and lo suggest any
alterations which they might consider to be necessary. It was a matter of great
satisfaction to the Committee infthat conversation, to find, that the Physicians ex-
pressed themselves as well pleased with the present internal management of the
House.

Deeply sensible that the prosperity of the institution depends upon the regula-
rvity of the internal management, eleanliness, and comfort of the patients; the
Committee, after the fullest deliberation, are of opinion, that that only can be cf-
fected by the appointment of a respectable and intelligent Medical Man to reside
in the House, take charge of the Apothecary’s department, and have a general
superintendance of the House, This person, the Committee would suggest,
should not be under 40 years of age ; and i€ he has been aceustomed (o the prac-
tice of a military ovr naval Hospilal, e would, in their opinion, be betler gqualified
for such a situation.

Were such a persen obitained, the Committec anticipate the greatest benefits (o
the Hospital. And although a larger selary must no doubt be given than that o
the present Apothecary, (whose services would not then be necessary), yet such
expences would, in the opinion of the Committes, be fully compensated by the ad-
vantages which would 'L:ui':_'i]ihi_r result o the instilution,

WILLIAM PORBES.
SAM. ANDERSON.
JOHN WAUCHOIE
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3d November, 1817
The Managers directed that the clerks of the house should be ordered to be in
attendance at their meeting on Monday next; that the purport of the report, by
the Committee on Mr Sims’ letter; and their letter of complaint respeeting the
state of the bedding of the house and diet of the patients, might be communicated
to them, with instructions as to the manner in which they ought to conduct them-
selves in representing any thing irregular in the House, should there occur at any
time room for a complaint on that ground.

10tk November, 1817.
A draft of cerlain regulations respecting the internal management of the Hos-
pital was laid before the meeting. Sir William Forbes, Bart. Mr Innes, Dr Wood,
Mr Wauchope, and Mr Anderson, were appointed a Commiitee to consider the
game and report their opinion, '
The Clerks to the House having been called in, the Preses stated. the purport
of the report of the Committee on the letters received from them and Mr Sims,
and pointed out the duties to be observed in future by them.

Lst December 1817.

The Managers having taken inio consideration the report by the Physicians

of the House respecting the diet of the Patients, and having conversed with Drs

Hamilton and Spens,. who were in attendance, on the subject, they approved of
the same.

92d December, 1817.

The Treasurer statéd, that he had called the Meeting at the desire of the Phy-
sicians of the House, in consequence of the demand for the admission of fever pa-
tients into tlé House still increasing. The Physicians stated, that there were in
the House 100 patients of that deéscription; and' that, from the accommodations of
the House it could not admit of a greater number, the more especially that the
fever was tedious, with the immediate danger of relapse should the patients be-
dismissed immediately after recovery.

It having been explained, that most of the fever patients had Teen sent to the-
House by the Society for the Destitute Sick, Mr Anderson and the Treasurer
were requested to wait upon Mr Plenderleath-the Treasurer of the Society, and to-
inform him that it would be necessary, before sny farther fever patients were sent.
#o the House; that he or some of the Directors should wait upon the Physicians
of the Humii.-, and arrange as to the pﬂ:sallliiit_'r nraetummndntillg them.

The 'M'ana_ger.li a.grsrﬂd, that such of their number as could make it convenient,.
should attend at the Hospital every Monday at one o'clock, to cencert with the-
Physicians the best means of accommodation for fever patients ; and that their
visits through the house should take place weekly instead of monthly, as at pre
sent,

Extract from a Reront by Messrs Axorew Woon and Sawvel Aspersox, two of
the Managers, to a General Meeting of the Managers, held on the 2d day of
October 1815, relative (o an accusation of Agnes Bryce against the Matron .

“ They will only further add, that in the course of this investigation they had
oceasion to converse with the Physicians, Surgeons, and Clerks of the Hospital ;
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wlhio state, that the situation of the Hospital, as to the bedding and general sys-
tem, is in & better situation than it has been for some time past. They have oblig-
ingly promised to consider with attention the present existing regulations connect-
ed with their several departments, and to favour your Committee with such re-
marks as oceur to them thereon ; and to suggest such improvements as may appear
to be for the advantage of the Institution; and which your Commitiee shall take
an early opportunity of submitting to ycur consideration.

No. VIIL

REPORT.—Sub-Committee on Sheets, &c. in the Royal
Infirmary,

Royal Infirmary, Tt February 1818,
The sub-Committea (Dr Baird, Convener, Mr Robert Dundas, and Mr Maitland), aps
pointed to enquive and report as to the sheets, Mankets, and other bedding in the Infirmary,
bieg leave to Report : )

1. That they met in the Infirmary of this date, and proceeded to the duty entrusted to
them.

2, They found from Mrs Montgomery: (the Matron)'s information, that when she entered
on her office a few years ago, she reveived no list from Mes Hume her prodecessor, of the
quantities of sheets, blankets, mattrasses, or pallasses, at that time in the Hospital ; and
that she herself has never had any means of making wp an exact state of  the quantities
of these articles at any time since that period.  Bue tha,

3. According to the most-correct computation she can now make, there are 550 pairs of
sheets at present in use ; a very large proportion of which are wen : That there are 200
pairs in the course of making up from linen already received by ber, and that these will be
gradually introduced instead of other pairs, (some of which are already much worn)as they
progrossively become unserviceable.

4. That the sub-committee inspected some of these new sheeta that were lying made up
and ready for use ; and they were of opinion that they were excellent in quality, and very
suitalile as o fineness of fabric.

5. They learned from the Matron, that the old sheets are employed for rollers and other
Surgieal purposes, ant were occasionally, (when fit for it), made into shirts and shifis fos

the patients.

As to the made of supplying the wards with clean sheets, the Commitice were informe
ed by the Matron,
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3 That previous to last year, the nurses had no spare clean meéla under theis care, bt
that they received them from time to time as they required them, by application to her.

2. That in the course of last year, however, it was determined to place under the care of
each nurse, as many pairs of elean sheels, and as many pairs of spare Wankets, as should
be equal to half the number of patients in the ward, so that she might have it in her power
at all times to command a prompt supply of these articles.

3. The Matron at the same time explained to the Committee, that she kad not yet been
able to carry this new regulation roLLy into effect ; and that this was owing to the unusual-
'IJr great pressure af patients on the House,—to the sickness of several of the domestics,—and
to the alteration in the system of washing, (with which the pew regulation was to be consi-
dered a= connected), not being yet completed,

4, The Committee, on going 1]‘1mu5h the warls found, that the nurses had generally a
certain guantity of clean sheets and blankets in their presses, though not the il proporticn

required by the new regulation.

5, The Matron also stated, that the change of the sheets on the beds of the patients, was
made at the discretion of the nurses, subject to such orders as l'.l'u:y miglht nrr:animulij T
ctive [rom the Physicians and Surgeons; that she had reason 1o believe, that the sheets
of cleanly patients were in general changed at least once in three weeks ; but that patients
labouring under running sores, or any other disease by which the sheets were liable to be
soiled, had them changed as ofien as necessary, even to the extent of a daily change.

This statement corresponded with the information received from the nurses.

G. The Committes found, that two roller towels made of coarse linen, and nrﬁ feet long,.

by 18 inches broad, ane kept in cach ward for the use of the patients and nurses ;. and the_f
were informed, that these are changed pencrally twice in the week, and oftener, i’ the
nurses find it necessary,

As o0 BLANKETS
They Report,

1. That the Matron, as in the case of the sheets, eould give no accerate aceonnt from
any documents in her possession of the quantity of blankets in the House, either at pre-
sent, or at any time duning the last three years, but that, as nearly as she can caleulate,
there are 637 pairs ; and that of that number, about 130 or 140 are meqy and are prepar-
ing for, coming gradually into use when they may be necded for such as are in a bad state..

2, That a supply mere or less of blankets has been got every year since the Matron came
to the House, but that a much greater proportion than was formerly usual, has been got
.i'ﬂrg‘nrar‘ and that chiefly from the late great increase in the number of patients.

9. That the sub-committee inspected the new blankets that were lying ready for use, and
congidered them of an exceeding good and proper quality.

As to COVERLETS.

The sub-Committee were told Ly the Matron, that there were 300 in the House, and
that 80 or 40 of these were new, and lying prepared for being applied geadually 1o nie
when required. They seemed to the sub-commitice unexceptionable and proper for the

plrpose.

B . B S
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As to MATTRESSES and PALLASSES.

The sub-Committee found, That a very large proportion of them had bheen pot new dur-
ing the last year, partly as they were informed from the Blind Asylum, and partly from
a respectable upholsterer; and they appeared on examination to be good, snd of an improy-
ed form.

The above is signed by us as our juint Report.

GEC. H. BAIRD.
ROBr. DUNDAE.
AD, MAITLAND.

2r
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No. X.

LIST of DONATIONS received by the Treasurer to the Rovar
Inrirvany of EpixpurcH, during the period from 1st Janu-

ary 1817, to 5th January 1818 inclusive.

1817.
Jan, 2. Gified by the Barons of Exchequer, from the estate of a bastard
deceased, < . - . . & £30 0 0
28, Donations from Adam Rolland, Esquire, - . : 10 10 @
Feb, 3. Mr Robert Ponton, = L & 2 0 0
——11. Gified by the Barons of Exchequer out of the estate of Janet 'ﬂc-.].r]se 0 G
May 21. Donations from the Royal College of Physicians, . . &5 0 D
a4, the parish of Legertwood, - . - 1 1 0
July 24. L'Abbe Defour, by the hands of Sir Willinm For-
bes and Company, P . . - ™ a0 0
Oct. 5. an Ofd Friend to the lnﬂnuhm, . 20 0 0
6. A. Crutckshanks, Nicolson Street, i E 0 0
John Wigham, Jun. Lothian Strect, . . 5 0 0
— A Female Patient, as a mark of her gratitode for
the benefits she derived in the Royal Infirmary, by the hands
of Mr James Fepgans, . 2 - . - 20 o 0
0g, William Gibb, manufacturer, . . 500
James M Donald, ditto, . - £ 0 O
Nov. 7. Samuel Anderson, Esq. banker, 0w o 0
Dec A1, Sir John Hay, baronet, - C 5 5 0
Eleven Individuals, at £5 each, . : - - A5 0
£108 16 0
1814,
Jan, 1. Ad. Maitland, Esq. of Dundrenen, . . . 4 0o
—— 2. Twenty-five Individual subscriptions, at £5 aau:h, excepting one at :
£10: 10s. E 2 i 130 10 o
—= 3. Twenty-nine Individual 5ub1n|ptm, at £5 e—a.c]l 8 s HS 0 ¢
—— 5, Thiry-tight Individual Subscriptions, at £5- each, exrepling
three of these at £5 : 5z, each, 190 15 o
670 1 0
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No. XL
ABSTRACT of the Quantity got for the Rovar INvinMary,

of th following ArticrLes of MarsTENANCE, and the Ave-
rage price in the year 1817.

Artiches. QUANTITY. Average Price. |

1. Bread, ing 278 ounces at various prices, - £0 4 10 per peck loaf,
10 23067 Quarter standard Wheaten loaves at ditte, = | 0 1 2° per qr. loaF
-2, Beef: 1241 Stones 14 libs. preceding 8th March at various
i ; i prices, thereafter at #4d. per lib. per contract,

{ 45,9406 Loaves 21 ounces each, the Peck-loal 'mgh

=

0 47 per lib,

Nofa.—~There were, besides, Nolis® heails, veal, i
d mutton, Sheeps’ heads, lamb, Lambs" heals,
and Pork at various prices.

12 & per ball,

. # Balls at various prices, - - - | 1
4. Barley. |95 ewtdi'711:5, - - - = | 1 5 0 perewt
5. Grodts. (B Bolls at various prices, - - - 118 6 per boll
6. Beer { 150 Barrels at Y0, - - - = | 010 © perbarrel.
W 5 1308 Gallons at various prices, = - = | 0 1 5 per gallon.
7. Porter. Dozen, at 3=, 6d. - - - « | 0 8 @ perdozen,
8. Port wine Dozen, at various prices, - - - 2 10 3 per dozen:
f. Milk. 1,163 Pints at varions prices, ‘= - - 1]

0 3§ per pint.

Edinburgh, 3005 Janiary 1818. ,
' JAMES BRUCE, Accouniart.

No. XIL
'REPORT of the Committee of the Royal Infirmary.

. Edinburgh, 26tk Janvary 1615.

~“%he general Court of the Corporation of the Royal Infirmary, held on the 5ih
January current, having remitted to us to revise the proceedings of the Managers
and the Treasurer’s accounts during the year 1817, and tu report our opinion,
with a state of the Infirmary stock to the next general Court of Contributors;
and the Managers having accordingly laid before us the record of their proceed-
ings for last year, and also the books of accounts kept by Henry Jardine, Esq.
the Treasurer, of the Infirmary’s stock, with a note or abstract thereof made out

by Mr James Bruce, accountant, signed by Mr Jardine and one of the Managers,
we make the following Report e
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That from the said books and abstract it appears, that the gross aml nelt stock

of the Infirmary, as it stood on the 1st day of January eurrent, consists of the fol-
lowing IJuI‘LiEHIat‘s —

Principal sums constituted by bonds bearing interest to the

Iioyal Infirmary, : ’ o eFLSIIAT 3
£5000 Capital stock of the Royal Bnn!-: of Emﬂtml cost . 5333 6 8
£26.007 8 11
L£100 of yearly feu-dutics, the subjectz whereof cost - 1550 0 0
A part purchase money of Prieston and Hillfield, . . sl 6 T
Arrears at 1st January 1818, - : : 2119 8
Balance of depozit account in the Royal Hnnl-
at do. ; F : £645 15 0
Ditto of ditto, with Sir Wllllam Forbes and Co.
at;de. . . . . 2666 4 &
3312 2 9
Balance due to Treasurer at do - 1553 19 —1°

F1553 19 1% £30.512 12 110
Nett Stock at 1st Jznuary 1518, 3795513 9° '

£30,512 12 11' £30,512 12 11°,

Thiere are besides . —
The estate of Redhill Pen in Jamaics, mortified by Ir Ker; the rent whereof,
payable in London annually, is £350.
The price of building the Royal Infirmary, the Lodging, the New Wards, the
New Bagnio, with the additional repairs per last years's

aecount, . . L5308 7 O
And during this account for :ddllmnnl huﬂdmgs and repairs, 339 19 7°
25738 6 TV

Neit stnck at 1st January 1818, . . . 37058.13 o7
Diitto at 1st January 1817, . : . 8740 T T
Increased this year, when compared with the last, - v BTOR O

We, Members of the Sub-Committee appointed for the purpose of examining
the Treasurer’s aceounts for the year 1517, by the Committee named by the ge-
neral Court of Contributors, lield on the 5th of January 1818, having perused and
revised the said accounts, are of opinion, that the same are,properly stated and in-
structed.

Wu. FETTES.
JOHN CRAIG.
JAMES DUNDAS.
ALEX. DUNCAN.
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No. XIIL

QUESTIONS to Mnrs Mowrtcomery, and ANSWERS

thereto.

Have you any serillen or prinfed table of diet, which speeifies ;
1. The weight of Meal allowed ta each Patient in making the porridge.
8, The allowance of Milk and Beer.
3. The weight of Meat for full diet.
4. The weight of Bread at cach Meal.

Mrs MoxTtoomery will be s0 pood as answer the above Questions, the former Questions
put 1o her an Wi subject, not having been sufficiently distinet.
14k Jusmnary 1814,

ANSWERS.
Mns MoxTooueny received her Instructions in regard to the quantity of diet to be allpw.

ed to the Paticnes from the fermer Matron, Mns Huug, and is not possessed of any printed
or wrilten table.

Queny 1sL.
Mrs MontooMErRY cannol specily any exact weight of Meal allowed for the porridge of
each Patient ; but the quentity of porrdge is a mutchkin to each Patient on common dier,
and on full diet when particularly endered a chopin,

Queny 2d.

Three gills of Milk or Becr is the ordinary allowance for breskfast and supper, and any
additional allowanee as ordered by the Medical Geatlermen,

Queay 3.

One-half pound weight raw Beef, boiled in the soap, three times asweek, in addition to
thieir ather dief, viz. broth and bread,

And in particular eases, when ordered by the Medical Gentlemen, they have Fowls,
Pork or Mutton Sweaks, Egus, Cheese, Fish, Beef Steak, Beel tea, Table broth, Puddings,
Seu

Query 4th.

The first allowance of bread to each meal 10 a Patient on common diet, is 51 ounces,
and when ordered Soldicr’s allowance, T ounces ; or any additional quantity that may be .
erdered by the Medieal Gentlemen.

Addition to Dr Srexs’ Declaration.

Dir 5. begs leave to state, in veference o the evidence given by him to the Committee on
the 10th cart. that he avoided taking cognizance of the circumstances mentioned 1o him
by Mr Sims, because he thought it unnecessary for him to interfers at that time: That on
different occasions, subsequent he thinks to 1814, when he spoke about the bedding, par-
ticularly the sheets, to Managers individually, to the Treasurer, or Matron, lie was inform-
ed that there was plenty in the house ; but, excepling the difficulty of drying in winter time,
he zot no satisfectory renson why they were not so empluyed as to obvinte cause of com-
plaint: That as he never saw vermin on any patient in the waiting room, be could not ob-

amn
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serve any improvemnent in that respeet when he visited the patient next day to prescribe for
his dizense: And that the difically with respect to Nurses has of late becn greater in con-
sequence of the lrequent oecurrence of fever among -:Ilrm, and of other circumstances which
have increased the demand for them.

Ein, Edinburgh, F3d January 1818,
In answer to the question of the Committee relative to Mr Sim's me-
morial of 7th July last, I beg leave chiefly to refer to the evidence I have already
given; and have only to add, that 1 now recollect, but not distinetly, that at my
visit on the same day on which Mr Sims called on me, T saw several instances of
beds with dirty sheets, as pointed out to me by him ; and one bed, I think, with-
out them. The memorial is here enclosed. And 1 remain, Bir, your most obedi-
ent servant,
TH. SPENE

Desired to read the Letters and Memorial presented by Bfr Sims and the clerks on the
7th of July, and to state, whether, as far as is consistent with his knowledge, the states
ments contained in those letters were well or ill founded.

I+ Hamilten having been equally ignorant of the investigation mentioned in the above
letters, and of the transmission of thememorial to the Managers of the Infirmary, cannot
state consistently with his i-i.mur!mlge, whether the statements contained in these letters were
well or 1ll founded.

JAMES HAMILTON,
Emxevran,
1oth Jan. 1818.

o —

No. XIV.
Produced by Mr Horxen.

Edinburgh, 16tk Janvary 1818,

Mr Horner begs leave to lay before the Committee the following Minute of
what lie stated to the Committee yesterday, relative to the character of Mr John
Sims.

e stated to the Commiltee, before the examination of Mr Sims was begum,
that when he first heard, in November last, of the complaints that are now the
subject of tie Committee’s inquiry, he heard them with great doubt, being always
impressed with the belief that every thing was conducted in the Royal Infirmary
in the best possible manner: That he therefore made particular inquiry into the
character of Mr Sims, and that the information he received was aal.isl'at:t-ury in all
respects : That as many members of the Committee might not have had an op-
portunity of satisfying themselves on this head, he thought it of great import-
ance that 1.||l:j-' should see some of the testimoninls which Mr Sims had receiv-
ed from the persons under whom he lhad studied : That he had requested Mr
Sims to give him some of these testimonials to read to the Committee,

Mr Horner then read to the Commitiee the testimonials, of which the fellowing
are copies.

I. COPY of a LETTER from Mr Raxsoue, Surgeon in Manchester, to the
Trustecs of the Manchester Infirmary, dated 4th Sth month, 1513,
GENTLEMEN, -
As my late apprentice, John Sims, is now a candidate for the situa.
tion of house-surgeon to this Infirmary, it is only deing justice to his worth to
state my opinion of his professional and moral qualifications.
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During upwards of four vears he has been constanily in attendance as my
dresser in the Infirmary. He has assisted me in all my operations, and witnessed
in such cases both the surgical and medical treatment. In prescribing for my
out-patients, he has officiated as my clerk, and frequently visited the home-patients
in my districts. In the discharge of these duties, the suffering objects of his care
bear ample testimony to his humanity, skill, and attention. In addition to these,
he has had free access to the public practice of the five other surgeons to these
charities, and acquainted himself with their several modes of treatment.

He has seen the treatment of accidents of almost every description, which al
this Infirmary, from the various machinery employed in the town, are often of
the most alarming and peculiar kind ; hence he has obtained a knowledge of those
prompt and vigorous measures which can alone render a surgeon useful on such
melancholy occasions.  Iis education has not been.theoretical, but practical ; and
I can safily aver, that he has seen and.assisted in more practical cases than usually
fall to the lot of young men at his age,

In my private pmcli.cl: he has been materially uselul, Hil‘mh'tg the benefit he de-
rived from the valuable course of education afforded bim, and the correctness of
hiz own judgment.

The winter belore last he atlended the surgical and anatomical lectures of Mr
Cline, senior, Mr Cline, junior, and Mr Astley Cooper, the midwifery lectures of
Dr Haighton, and the lectures on experimental philosophy of W, Allen.

On his return from these, he assisted Mr Ainsworth and myself in those dissec-
tions which were required for the anatomical and surgical lectures we delivered ;
in these he displayed the aceuracy of his anatomical knowledge, while it afforded
him the best opportunity of becoming more intimately acquainted with practical
anatomy, and of fixing more forcibly on his mind his previous studies.

Thesze are his pr-ul'essi.ullul quuliﬁnations :.--—-!l_is moral are equall:r hi.gh ;: and I can
Y with greal truth, that dlll'ing o residence of more than four years in my fﬂm“}'a
his conduct has always merited my warmest approbation. His disposition is
amiable, while the ardour he feels in the discharge of his professional duties pro-
mises him a high rank in his profession.

With such qualifications, may I be permitted, Gentlemen, as one of your sur-
geons, and who feels deeply interested in the asefulness of your institution, 1o
point him out as in every :Ivg'm competent to the office of house-surgeon, and
one upon whom I am confidént you may rely for the conscientious discharge of’
its duties.

T am, with great respect,
: Your Friend,
(Signed) J. A Rawssome.

IT. CERTIFICATE from Mr Asteevy Conrrr, on the oeccasion of Mr Sius
nl’ﬁ,-ring himself’ s Candidate for the situation of Hnllmsurgmn to the
Manchester Infirmary.

I bave much pleasure in bearing testimony to the professional zeal and ability
of my young friend John Nims,

His opportunities of obtaining information, which have been very great, he has
employed in the best possible manner; and he is exceedingly well acquainted with
anatomy and surgery.

In short, the Governors of the Manchester Infirmary will hest consult the in-
terests of the institution in electing him house-surgeon,

(Signed) Astiey Cooren.

FLondon, August 3, 1813,
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111 COPY of an ADDRESS from the Surgeoms of” the Manchester Infirmary,
Di-pensary, Lunatic Hospital' and ﬂ.a_f'lum, to the Weekly Board of
Trustees, L v

To the Wazxty Boann.

Iﬂﬁrmm_y, .r:I'ugmf ufﬁ IEIJ*

GESTLEMEY, ¥
Mr John Sims, late House Surgeon, being aboul Lo retive from the

Infirmary, we the undersigned Surgeons 1o the institution, fe:l-_l,nu:ﬁfh‘u impelled
by a sense of duty 1o the charity, and of justice to so deserving an officer, to seolicit
for him some substantiol and lasting mark of approbation. .

We have much satisfaction in stating, that during the term of his engal?emmt,
his whale’ l- iic has been devoted te the duties of his office ; in “hmh theoughout he
has conducted bimsell with strict propriety and unguestionable ability ; and we
think it would be condueive to the best Purposes of the institution, to h:pld_up his
l'xamiﬂe Lo the imitation of his suecessors in the office of House Surggpnr a2

(Signed) WiLLiam Smauoss.

3 Gavin Iasinromw
A troe Copy, : ; Joux Troree. i jurg
{Signed) Witiran Snnioxs, ' Joux Arminson Hawsoue

JaMEs AINswaR T,
Roperr Tuonrk.

1V. COPY of a Letter addressed to Mr Jonx S5, by Jawes Hinseur, Feq
Treasurer to'the Manchester lnﬂrmarr, tmnsm‘itzing a vote nf' th!ml:: from
the! Trustecs 'to Nr Sras, ; i1 4

Hum'hmr Frfermary, &a |
]l-"rrH;r .Hﬂ'ﬂ?l!I ik ..dugmt IEH
Sin, £l o \ "

T have greﬁ_t [ilea.surg.in conyeying Lo }-mx tl:u_- mcluud una.nlmuus vote of
thanks of the Trustees of this Institution ; passed at the Weekly Hoard of this
day, for the many faithful and valuable services whigh you have rendered to the
[Hmrii}r T can iﬁl.lf .-.mj',. that in all my observation, I never witnessed a more
singere heartfelt vote: Tt was not 2 mere common expression ; and had it been eon-
sidered practicable by the Board, it n-quid h'are'ginddmwd it to have voted a mark
more solid,—more durable it could not be : But you, Sir, are well aware it has very
many considerations to attend to, that must be brought in general view.

1 have to join my own hest thanks to these of the Hoard, and to add my sincere
wishes for your health ;. and in regard to. your prespects in life, I have no hesi-
tatien to say, that the same steadiness of conduct and good judgment that [ have
<6 often seen exercised, cannot fail to secure to you that situation and respect in
Society that will he satisfactory to yourself, and most pleasing to your friends,

I am truly, Sir,
Your Obedient Servant,
(Signed) James Hinsenrr.

To Me Jonx Swus, . r
Late House Surgeon, of the Manchester Infirmary.
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No. XV.

EXTRACT from the MEMORIAL of Dr Hasmirow and De
Seens to the Managers, alluded to in Dr Srexs’ evidence,

It is indispensibly requisite that the Hospital should be well ventilated ; and it is
also highly desirable that they should possess the means of ensuring a just tem-
perature of heat, and of varying the temperature, according to the circumstances
of the patients, or the state of the weather.

The windows in the old part of ihe House are now in & bad state, and none of
them are well constructed. On this subject, reference may be made to a paper of
Sir George Paul’s in the 19th vol. of the Transact. of the Society for encouraging
Arts and Sciences, from which the following evident positions are taken :—

1. That a certain, and frequently renewed supply of vital air is essential io the
purposes of animal life ; and the more regular and uninterrupled thalt supply,
the more favourable will it be to health.

2, Where the qul.nﬁt_f of ut.mmplleﬁc air introduced into an apartment, 12 less
than nature has bestowed in free circulation, her purpose is in a digree counter-
acted ; and though the breathing of impure air (& e air despoiled of its natural
proportion of vital air,) for a short time, may not produce an immedinte sensible
effect, an injury may arise to the constitution, proportionate to the extent of that
time.

3. In rooms from which coreents of fresh air may not be exeluded, they may -
be so injudiciously directed as to be useless anid injurious.

Sir George’s plan of ventilation is ingenious: 1sf, By introducing currents of
fresh air by the windows, by means ol an improved mode of hanging the upper
sash, by which the current is turned upwards to the ceiling, and prevented from
descending on the patfents.  2dly, By on improved stove ;—Dbul see Sir Genrge's
paper, iL being rather too long to guote.

It is diffienlt to presepve a just and comforiahle tenperature in large open ward:
during eold weather: but if practicalde in any degree, it would be a greal im-
provement. A judicious mansgement of heat also produces an artificial ventila-
tion. The heat, when thrown on the surfzee of the tleor, rarifies the lower al-
mosphere of the ward, where the noxious aiv, specilically heave, is chiefly lodged ;
But when renderad artificial ' !‘I;L;-'il, it mounts 1|Em'un‘|5, anil EECRnes h}r the win-

dows or G'E!EEI:- .
No. XVL

COMMUXNICATION from J. F. Enseixe, Esq. of Mar, one

of the Commitiee.

I have heen in the habit of sending patients to the Royal Infirmary ever sinee
the year 1i70; and without exception they have declared that they were remarkahly
well reated, and in some clinical cases, most uncommon atiention has Seea pariel
to them.  Last year a Northomberland woman was in the Tnficmary for cataract,
and expressed hovsell’ Lo me extromely peatelul for the attention she met with.
Not mare than three, and I thisk erly two of all the paticots T have sent haye
died, and these were very desperate enses.

@ q
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No, X VIl

LETTER frouws Mer Crurcksgaxi and Mnr E‘q"n..u;m
to Hexnvy Janpixvg, Fsq. Treasurer of the
Rovar IxFIiRMARY.

Alexander Cruickshank, Nicolsan street, and Jolin ‘.'l.'ig'ham, Junior, 12 Lao-
thian street, beg to enelose £'10, or £3 cach, which they request the Treasurer of
the Royal Infirmary to place to account of the funds of the Tnstitution. They
have been very much struck by the very limited quantity of food whichi Is served
up to all classes of patients ; a quantity which appears to them to be quite insuffi-
eient for support, in all casesin whicli & restricted regimen is not ordered by the
Physician. It is the earnest wish of A. C. and J. W. that every person received
into the Infirmary of Edinbureh, should, in (uture, receive a sufficient allowance
of plain foed ; and that this may be rendered practicable, they will use their best
endeavours, in the humile sphere in wihich they move, to interest thé inhabitants gf
this eity on behalf of an Iustitution which, as a charity, is ::e:taml_r of the very
first importance.

In this way they hope to be able to induce some portion of l'|:||.'.:_|:mi||[-r; Lo come
{orward with liberal subscriptions ; and indeed they cannot doubt, that the citizens
of Edinburgh will meet any reasonable demand which shall be Iumll: upon lhem,
as soon as they krow what has been stated by a highly respmctnhl# character, one
of the Directors, that from want of funds, this valuable Institution could not he
condueted upon 2 more liberal plan, wnless the patients were reduced nearly one
half of their number.

Edinburgh Gth of the 10th month,
¢ Dciober ) 1817.
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No. XVIIL

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT of the Epinsuren and
Grascow Inrimmaries, presented to the Committee by
Jonw Craie, Esq. Member of the Committee.

|  |Expeneo of each |
| Averspe of Whole Ex-becupled bed per
| Patiemte. | penditure. AR,
Edinburgh, | 1814 | 150 | Ls6e2 |£20 1 0 ]
1815 158 | 4703 | %915 O
1816 | 162 alfis | 28 18 O
1817 ] 209 5313 | 25 & ©
113 2 0
d28 5 B
Glasgow, | 1814 o (L3209 | £26 18 o
Zicatt 1815 140 3540 2 7 0
1816 155 £579 20 10 0
1817 154 #0936 52 1 0
1182 16 0
Average of four years, - - i28 8 U]
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TABLE made up from the Consumpf; Book kept by the .qul;rnp..

|! Average quantity consumed on cach day of the several mantha,
X —_— - T r- T
| { of himal,
| | et st
| Jfm b Bsra e |. Bl af oresl, 4 thar T g -'u; markey Lha graam
1B T — i |“"'.::""‘i:.°."ﬁ"“" Sooteh pinta [iein ) o bour || brne | FiRb
: ! !
N i | = = : 3 P LERLE I_l.:[ |
| Janwary, | 186 | 21 si 120}, 58 (i} 56. 1 8. | 4 ;
February, | 181 | 21 12§ | 1221 | 58 | 6 58 8| 4 |
| ‘March,+* {-200. | 25 131 1203 58 (i 5h 8 & 5 |
| April, | 191 || 2¢ 7 125 58 5 Lo T ol s
May, v B e B mi 8| 4
June, . 196 | 27 5} | 123§ 58 63 51 8 4+
July, {204 | 27 127 | 125 aB 7 &5 L 4
August, - { 191 | 27 o | N8 586 | 68 | s54| 8} 4
Scptember, | 103 | 28 1 115 58 [ 58| 4
Oieiobyer, | 148 8o 2} 117 a8 T 54 a5il 4
November, || 237 41 0f | 1328 G & &l L
December, | 235 | 43 0F | 138 58 | s} Goj | 10| 5
| ! (ot £ .|

Fram January 1o May, and in November and Decomber, potatces ore substituted twico- 3
p-werk fon the luley and groats. i " n iR : 4
H 1

| !

|

|

5 |

|

|

|

1'
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“No. XX.

‘COPY of the Marrox’s Consumpt-Book for January 1618, and a Column shew-
ing the number of Patients in the House on ecach dav.

Patbents | Guareeen| . 1. | . : “Seotch | Galls. ul |
Lbs. | Lbk

Llas. l Pimis of | beir of 16/

il Bhe Eluuw:l far Meal Lutﬂﬂ
Hinaiso. | Servaiily. Bread, | of DBecl. :uIquJr.-y. of Grogts, | Mk, e, esch. |
1518. st I | ! | | i
Janisy [ 23l o3 | 2 12 10| g0 |f f;j‘“’img& Jss | 8
2 | =3 2 8| 140} 54 Pota toes 58 8
S 20| 23 | 2 9| MO} 5 10 | 23 | B8} B
Sunday ‘4 | 240 2 10| 140 | 7g 6 | 2 |58 | B
5 | 236 | 2 10} 176 | 57 10 | 2 |88 | ®
i3 g0 | 23 2 0 13‘.‘5 46 Pula Loes | B8 | 2]
T 242 | 212 145 | & 1 & ey m
8 | 247 28 | 3 8| MO 10| 24 168 | 8 |
g || 8 | 4 139 | 70 Potagoes | 56| 8 |
10 | 955 93 | 4 45| 57 | 10 | g4 | 88 | 12 |
Sunday 11 | 258 4 145 | H) 0] 2 58 | 12
12 | 260 4 4| s3] 61 n | E-i' 5 | 12
13 2al | 23 4 4| 146 | 49 Potaloes 58 | 12
14 251 | 4 4| MO | 45 11 21 o5 12 |
15 | 252 | o3 | 4 40| 62 | 10 | 2f | 358 | 12
16 W55 1 137 G5 Potalloes | 58 H
17| 29| 23 | 4 M0 | 72 10 | 24 58 | 12
Sunday 18 | 254 4 143 | s 1w | g 58 | 12
19 ik 4 173 | 63 10 24 | 58 | 12
20 263 23 + 139 | 52 | Polaltoes ;58 12
21 | 263 4 138 | 54 | 10| 2 5% | 8 |
22 | 202 | w3 | 4 17| 60 | 10 | 2§ | 58 | 12 |
23 | 200 + Y| 82 | B pks.potatoes| 58 12
I y 2 phs potatoes |
2¢ | 260 es | 8 8] 4| 58 { gk e !}55 12|
Sunday ¥5 | 265 3 8| 13| a5 { }';"“Ilﬂa :}m B E
Pola toes
2 | 262 3 s8] 150 53 { 0] 8 }.53 12
27 262 | 23 l 3 85| 142 | 50 9 pks. pc:l:.utul:ﬂ| 55 i 12
28 | 265 3 12| 130 | 64 { }’;lﬂ"“? ;}55 | 8 lt
20 | e72| o3 | 3 13] 130 | ge [§ Totatoes }as | a2 |
%0 | 28] 18 12] m| m Potatoes | 56 | 12 |

N. B. The increased quantity of bread on Monday is on accoumt of the allowanee
to the Nurses being distributed on that day.

2 K
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No. XX

MINUTE of the InrFirmary CommMITTEE.

20k Jauuary 1318,

ﬂ.s the adjourned meeting of Contributors stands fixed for Monday next, previous ta

which it is impossible to conclude the enquiries, the Committee directed the convener to
communicate this circumstance to the general meeling, to request, that the meeting of con~
tributars, at which the report is to be received, may be adjourned till the first Monday in
March,

The Committer are of opinion, that they sught to proceed with the examination of the
medical persons, and others connected with the House, now in Edinburgh ; and it would
then become a matter of consideration, how far it was necessary to obtain written statements
from any individuals who may be abisent.

The Committee were of opinion, that the enquiry cught not to be extended in general to
the examination of nurses and paticnts ; but reserving for alter consideration how far, in
any special cage, such evidence may not be allowed,

The Committee agreed to refer to a sub-committer, consisting of Dr Baird, Mr Rober:
Dundéas, and Mr Maitland, to make enquiries in l]\e house relative to the qmnutuzs ﬂ'.

sheeting in the Hospital during the last three years mipecurely ; as alao’ the manuer m.

which the diférent wards have been supplied during that period with m and u. u,.
tend their enquiries to the blankets and bedding.

No. XXII.

MINUTE of Infirmary Committee. .

PRESENT.

S Wiinianm FerTES,
Siz WiLrian Rae, Bart
Privcirar Bairp, : e BTN

Messrs Trmomson,
MurraTw,

Cranc,

Ersxixe,

James Duxpas,
Rongrt Dunpas,
Muxzo,
Duscax,

Wic HAM,

A EpUTHXOT.

v o 24tk February 1818,
Tairs Meeting huﬂng been called for the special pufpm:* of taking into consis
derafion what Rirthier evidence should be gone into in this enquiry: After fuﬂ]'
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deliberating thereupon, Resolved, wem. eom. That the evidence of the Medical
persons who have been, and who rﬂ-main_ to be examined, together with the evi-
dence furnished by the books of the Hospital, and the examination of such Mem-
bers of the Committee as may be deeined proper, will afford & sufficient view of the
state of State of the Hospital for every useful purpose ; and that any enquiry into
particulars which could not be accomplished without the esamination of persons
in a rank of life to whom implicit credit could net be given, when not under the
influgnce of an oath, would be inexpedient, as unduly lengﬂ:l.emng this |'n|l'e-suga-
tion and leading to no very satisfactory result. O Y
wW. R

No. XXIII.
MINUTE of Committee.

27th Febrnary 1518,

Tue Meeting having been called: for the special purpose of determining whe-
ther the pmnl' fell to be printed, werg of opinion, That neither the Commiltee nor's
the Contributors could be able to l'urm a.correct opinion upen the result of the :
enquiry, without seeing the evidence in print ; and they therefore came to a re-
s olution to that effect; and remitted to the Convener and Mr Murray to revise
the proof sheets : And if it should appear to thens, that any passages ought to be
expunged, resolved, that a meeting of the Committee should be first called, in
ord 5 to submil the same to their consideration.

No. XXIV.

MINUTE of Committee of Cowrrisutoms to the Royal
Infirmary.

28tk February 1818,

The Committee resolve, That with the exception of such explanations from the
witnesses already examined as the Commiltee may deem requisite, it is unneces-
sary to lead any further parole evidence, unless the Managers should find it ne-
cessary to request the examination of ather witnesses.

The Committee heing further of npininn, that il no more parn'le proof is to be
adduced, they will be able to make their report in time for its being taken into
consideration by the Contributers, on Monday the 16th of March next; they

direct the Convener to communicate these particulars to the General Meeting of
Contributors on Monday next, md nqnmf. of them to make an adjournment ae-,
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condingly, and iu the mean time, to say what number of copivs of the Report and
proceedings they would wish printed for their information.

Farther, That the Convener should submit the propriety of the Meeting com-
ing to some resolution caloulated to deftay the expence of the Report; and for
this purpose, as also in order to exclude from the next General Meeting all per,
sons not Contribulers, the Committee would suggest, that ab saild Meeting, Con-
tributors should only be admilted on tickets to be issued by the Clerke and Trea-
surer 3 and that a copy of the Report and proceedings shoulil be delivered slong
with such tickets, on payment of 5s. eachs Any surplus arising from this fund to
be applied to the objects of the Institution.

The Committee farther direct the Convener to enquire at the Managers in
writing, whether they have any evidence they wish to have adduced.

W. R.

No, XXV.

- NOTE given in to Committee by Joux Wienam, junior, mtﬁh
Resolution of Committee thereon.

28k February 1818,

John Wigham, junior, stated, That as the Committee had almost exclusively
confined the evidence to the "-lmlﬂ:ul Gentlemen connecled with the Hhipltalu. i
number of whom, however, as would be seen by their evidence, had not had many
opportunities of seeing or examining the food furnished to the Patients; under
this impression, he had formerly proposed, that some Patients and other persons,
who had an opportunity of being well acquainted with that, and other matters
relating to the domestic management of the Infirmary, should be examined :
‘Fhat he is now ready, both to declare what he had personally seen, and to lay
before the Committee the sources of his information.

The Committee being of opinion, that the investigation above proposed by Mr
Wigham would lead to a deviation from a rule deliberately taken by the Com-
mittee, not lo examine Nurses or Patients; and that such investigation appears
nnnecessary for any practical purpose, while it would unavoidably lead to an op-
posite proofy—and thercby materially prolong this enquiry, resolved to refuse Mr
Wigham's request.

—

o W

& &' i
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No. XXVI...

REGULATIONS of the ROYALINFIRMARY,

10th February 1818, produced and referved to in my declaration.

(Signed) Frases Wicsox,
REGULATIONS neserectine CLErREs.—1804,

The Managers of the Royal Infirmary, in naming the elerks to the Oedinary PMliysicians,
Clinieal Physicians, and Surgeons, delegate 1o the gentlemen so appointed a sacred and im-
portant tiust ; which, so lar as the sphere of their action extends, invelves the comfort and
welfare of the patients, as well as the prosperity and reputation of the Hospital,  Deeply
sensible of the truth of this ebservation, they lay before their Office-bearers in question
the following rg;ulullir.lns for their conduct, 1o which they expect due deference will be

paid.
GENERAL DUTIES.

The mentlemen act.illtg ns Clerks, shall at all times behave with politencss and civility w

um: another, and to the other Office-bearers who live in family with them ; and, by an in-
ullrhlﬁngr of good offices, study to support harmony ameng themselves, and to promote the
great purpose of the charity—the good of the patients.  In the necessary intercourse with
the Hurses and i::ll'el"i:.lr Sl.cr'o.lnlliﬂ-, ilary shull observe due diseretion ; snd with pespeet 1o the
patients, they shall conduct themselves with humanity and attention, :
U "["bpy must never be all absent from the Flospital ar one time; for Uils purpese they
shall nat engage in practice or other business out of the Hospital that may interfere with
their duties there, nnless at the instance of the attending physicians or surgeons ; and they
shall not attend classes or socieiies withoui the permission of 1he Manngers, giving notice
to them at their meetings in November and May what olasses or sovieties they wish to at-
tend during the ensuing season.

Thiey shall be areful to insert, distinctly and accomately, ihe names of the utients ad-
mitted or dismissed, in the paper direeted to the Matron, and sipned daily by one of the
Ordinary Physicinns for this purpose.  As this i= a maier of considerable impontance o
the charity, the smallest negloet i thiz paniculor wonld be anended, iF nof with loss, at
Teagt with eonfusion in the other departments of the Fouse ; os it @ frem these lines that the
Miatron iz enabled to répulnie the purtienlar dicts of the different wagds, and ihe distribe-
tion and return of the bedding.  They shall be carcful also w0 mark opposite 1o e name
of each dismissed patient, the date of g or her admission, in order that the seneral mgis-
ter of the House may be accorate.  And ey are suthorised to admit patients on sudden
emergencies, althoush the Physician and Surgeon are not present,

They shall state in thoir rospeetive Jowrnal Books an sccurate account of the cases of the
patients et fall wader the care of the Pliysivion and Surgeon with whom they are conneet-
el in the Lusiness of the Tause ; aid they shall accompany the Physician and Sargeon in
therr daily visits to read these acconnts, and to weite the repits and preseriptions dictaed
by the Physician oF Surgean.

They shiall go mund the Flouse ot imtermediate howrs, observing the general good ondes
of the wards, particnlarly in the evening, when they shall inguire jnto the sate of the pa-

tienils whose eases may be urgent, and Jearn whether the prescriptions of the doy hinve been

9 L
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complied with, and according to their best dizeretion give what further orders may seem
neecssary, writing these in a book kept for the purpese, which they shall be caveful to send
to the Apothecary's shop as nearly as may be by a certain hour.

They ghall transcribe into the Legers such cases as are selected by the Practitioners of
thé Hospital for this purpose, each recording the cases that have been under the treatment
of the Physician or Surgeon whose Clerk he is,

They shall lay the Legers before the Committee appointed by the Managers to superins
tend the transeription of the cases at their monthly mectings ; and they shall deliver them,
when filled up, a8 well as the Journal-books that are no longer in use, to the same Commit-
tee, or to any person authorised by them to receive them,

On the evening preceding the first Monday of every month, each Clerk shall deliver to
the HI}'H&E:&I‘I‘E Clerk an exact account of the number of Patients in his department, arran-
ged according to the printed form prepared for the purpose.

PARTICULAR DUTIES.

THE PHYSICIAN'S CLERE.

From the above lists, and from a similar one in his own department, the Physician's
Clerk shall make out a corresponding general list of the Patients in the Hospital, specifying
the Medical Ordinary Patienis who paid money at admission, and the number nfﬂurgicq.]
Paticnts who have been received in consequence of aceidents.  To this list he shall prefix
the number of persons in the family, and their station, on the information of the Matron,
He shall luy a copy of this list before the Managers, and give another to the Matron for her
s,

[1e is also to transcribe into the Leger such of the cases of the Male Clinical Patients as
awre selected by the Clinical Practitioners for the purpose of transeription,

SECOND PHYSICIAN'S CLEREK

Shall transeribe into the Leger the cases of the Female Clinical Patients that are pointed
" 'out for that purpose.

THE SURGEON'S CLEHE

Has, under the direction of the Ordinary Surgeons, the charge of the Surgical Instru-
ments, of which he is to keep an cxact inventory, giving a copy of it to the Trensurer.

He shall at all times have an assortment of bandages in readiness, i:;nrl.EeuFarl_i,r of those
necessary in eapital operations.

When directed, he shall call a consultatien of Surgeons, and affix in the Studenti’s waiting
sgum notices of intended operations.

IHe is to superintend the conduct of the dressers, to perform the lesser operations, or di-
rect them to be done by the dressers,  He i to study neatness in dressing, instrueting the
Drressers in s necessary art, L

He shall keep o book in which I]1I¢ sutgéml shall inseribe a monthly report of the Lehaviowr
of the Dressers 3 which book lie shall lay belore the Managers at their meetings,

He shall at stated howrs elecirily Patients for whom electricity is ordered.

He shall take a particular charge of Patients in other departments, who way require Sur-
zical assistaner, pointing them eut 1o the Surgeon, as may be necessary. '

THE SURGEOX'S SECOND CLERK

May Le entrusted with the charae of the whole, or of any part of the above pqni:ular
duties, under the sanction, and with the approbation of the attending Surgeons,

=

=
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" CLINICAL CLERKS.

They shall receive from the Trﬂﬂ:urerjnnmll books, for inserting the cases in their de-
partment, which when completed they are to deliver to the committee appointed by the
Managers to superintend the transeription of the cases, or to the person authorised by them
to receive the same ; and as the delivery of these journals have of late net been so regolar
as it ought to have been, the Clinical Physicians must in futnre pay particular attention to
see that this regulation 15 strictly complied with.

REGULATIONS mEsPECTING THE APOTHECARY,—1816.

1. He shall from time to time purchase, and have at all times in readiness, such' wiensils
and simple medicines, and prepare such quantities of the compound ones contained in the
Edinburgh and Hpspital Phormacopein, as may be necessary for the practice of the
House, ‘

£, He shall dispense the medicines preseribéd by the Physicians and Surgeons for the
patients,

8. He shall receive the journals from the Clerks immediately after the visit of the re-
apective physicians and surgeons ; and ¢hall transeribe rom them into a Beak, the pre-
seriptions of the day, with their signatures, under the name of each patient for whom they
are ordered ; and shall cause the same to be prepared or made up with due atieniion and
dispatch, taking care that such medicines as are ordered to be taken immediately, shall be
sent to the proper ward within one hour after they are ordered, or sooner, il required, by a
written note ; and to provent any mistake, he shall earefully compare the medicines so pre-
pared, with the transeeipt of the preseriptions in the book.  And in order that he may have
a reference to the journals, 1o correet any error that may occur, he shall not return them
to the Clerks, till he has visited the different Wards, as after divected.

4. Every medicine thot is dispensed, shall have the date of the preseription, the name of
the patient for whom it is preseribed, and the time and manner of using it, affixed to the
paper, box, pot, phial, &ec. into which it is put.  And this signature iz always to be eontin-
ved, however frequently the same medicine s renewed to the same patient.  And the sig-
nature is to be renewed when so far defaced 23 not to be ensily legible.

5. He shall put, or couse to be put, the medicine for each patient into the nursc's basket
of the Ward to which the patient belongs; amd shall, afier the nurses have taken their
baskets with the medicines from the shap, and distributed them to the individual patients,
visit the different Wards, and give the necessary instructions af the bedside of each patient

who has been ordered medicine, how, and when these are to be used.

fi. He shall transcribe inte a book, all allerations ordered in the jaurnals by the Physi-
cians and Surgeons, on the diet, &e. of the patjentz ; and immediutely after visiting the
different Wards, trunumit the sume to the Matron @ and he shall also give as early notice
as possible, by a line transmitted 1o the Matson, of any change in the dict, &e. which it may

Le necessary to moke for the doy,
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7. He shall make out a note from the journal, of what patients are immediately ovdered
Dleeding, or any othen lesser operation wud transmivit with as litte delay as possible to-
any of the Surgeon's Clerks ;—aor in the event of their sbsence, 1o any of theother Clerks
whe may be in the Heuse at the time ; ani who shall, upen receiving such notice, be an-

swerable for the proper per!-'crnnnm.'c of such lesser operntions.

8. He shall also transeribe all these lesser operations that are ordered in the journals, o
be performed in the course of the day, or before the ensuing visit, into a book, to be F:Epl in
the shop for the inspection of the Clerks and Dressers, before five o'clock, P. M. of the day
on which the order is given.

9. He shall keep a regular cash book, in which ke shall enter the money he may from
Hme to time receive from the Treasurer, and the pasticular articles purchased and paid for
by him.

10. He shmll keop a 'warchouse book, in wliiel the quantity or ‘number of whatever is
purchased or given shall be set down as a charge, to be discharged by a counter-aecount of
those articles that are given into the shop ; and every articic of medicines, -slmp]e or ems
Pﬂunﬂ caunnd of utengils; shall have a upu:ate aocount.

i Hﬁ‘ shall insert inta a llﬂﬂlt o ba! kept for 1[1&4:11% the precise Hll.tﬂ;il,]"_-_l;d' wlm""' "?’
that ghall Be used from time 1o time for Unctures, fe. ' . : i

12, He shall annuslly, on or before the'ist of April, make upan Hm'iimnmmuﬁiau'"
the wtensils and medicines in the shop and warchouse, and deliver the same to the Trea-
surery in order thet it may be examined and compared by & committee of the Mnna.geu.

11, H-:- shall enter into a book all the medicines and utensils whidh may. [u«g].ﬁfﬂ ,l.q-n.ﬂ!l

h““mlgt | 1 '] i 4 LI " E e L EL T & ik 44 gl Ekiae
Vi Hiihalhasnid uwmm.;mm phnumlbbynp_ﬂm el
14 He shl.ll he p&ﬂmhﬂymﬂwheplhcﬁhnpwdeﬂymnlnm (el & Wbt

Af§. He shall also keep a book, in: which he is-to insert the name of wvery patieat,. for
whom the Medical pretivionens shall. prescribe either port: wine, domestic wine, or porter;
tie Ward in which such patient is, the name of the Medical Practitioner who has oriered
the. samg, and the precise quantity ordered every day ; and which ook he is to lay -bEEH'E‘
the Managcri at their stated monthly meetings.

17.: He shall keep the general megister of all the petients admitted annually foto the Hos-
nital, inzeriing every day the date of their admission or dismissal, and whether dismissed —
viieeily—relicved ,—by desive,—~Ffor irregularity —improper,—or dead 5 and for which pirs
pose he will receive from the Matron the daily admission wiad dismission Jines ; ands he
shadl digest the whole fnta a talbile, aml transmit the same to the Treasuror, on o hq:l'uri;ﬂ].;; 1
fivat, of Febanary, annually.

18, He shall have the custedy and charge of the sliole journcls and legers kapt by the
several Clerks in the House, which he s wo take care and receive from them so soon as they
ave completed, and reguludy. enter them in a catalogue or inventory to be kept for that pur-
pose; and he is upon nasccount whatever 1o pormit any of the journals or legers to go out
of his custody, without the special permission of the Muanagers,  Ee is likewise, to furnish
the different Clevks with blank jowrnals and legees when nevessacy, always taking a receipt
in writing for the sune, and taking care that they be returned to hisn when completed.
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19, He shall be permitted te employ two young men to assist him in the shop, who shai
sleep and board in the house, and for whose conduct be shall be answerable ; but, previous
to employing them, must state to the Managers his wish to do s0, and particularly mention
their names, age, and the eduention they have received.

20, Upon ohserving any impropriety in the House, he is immediately to communicue
the same t0 the Treasorer, in onder that he may acquaint the Managers theveol, or take
such: steps as may be proper, for correcting the same. -

REGULATIONS respecting CLERKs.—1816.

The Managers of the Royal Infirmary, in naming Clerks to the Ordinnr}' Physicians,
cr:j_i!‘_iﬂ_j' Physicians, anil Surgeunn, delegate to the gentlenen so appointed a sacred and ime
portant tryst, whicly, so far us the a!Jiltl'-t of their action extenls, ir!.\'n'vlcs the comfort and
welfare of the patients, as well as the prosperity and repatation of the Hospital.  Deeply
sensible of the truth of this observation, they lay before their Office-bearers in question the
following Regulations for l,fqur conduct, to which they expect the strictest attention will be

paid i—
GENERAL DUTIES.

1. The gentlemen acting as Clerks shall, at all times, behave with politensss and eivility
_ to one anather, and to the other office-bearers whe live in family with them ; and by an in-
terchange of good offices, study to support harmony among themselves, and to promote the
great purpose of the charity, the good of the patients.  In the necessary intercourse with
the nurses and inferior servants, they shall abserve due diseretion ; and with respect to the
patients, they shall conduct themselves with humanity and attention.

2, They must never be all absent from the Hospital at one time; for this purpose, they
shall not upon any acecunt engage in medical or surgical practice or other business out of
the Hospital : and they shall not attend classes or societies withoat the permission of the
Managers, giving potice to them ut their meetings in November and May what classes or
zocieties they wish to attend Juring the ensuing seasoin.

3. They are; upon no acconnt whatever, to be absent from the house for mare than one
day, without the peemission of the medical practitioner under wham they act ; and if they
wish for leave of absence for more than ene weok, they must give notice to the Treasarer,
in order that the permission of the Managers may be obtained ; and fuiling doing s0, they
shall be considered as having lefl the house, and their places immediately filled up : And if
any person shall act for, or as assistant 1o any clerk, without the special permission of the
Managers, or Physicians or Surgoous, such person shall thereby be rendered incapable of
being elected a elerk, or of holding any other situation in the Hospital afterwards,

4, When any of the elerks shall be onder the necessity of leayving the house before the
expiry of their time'(. e two yoars from the date of their appointment,) they must give ot
Jeast one month®s intimation of their ntention to the Treasurer,

2M
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3. They shall be earefal to insert, distinctly amil accurately, the names of  thet jeataciits
admitted or dismissed, in the paper directad to the Matron, and signed daily by dne of the
Ordinary Physicians for this purpose.  As this is 'a matter of considerable importance to
the charity, the smallest neglect in this particular would be attended, if not with: loss, ut
Tenst with confusion in the other departments of the House, as it is from these lines that the
Matron is enabled to regolate the particular dicts of the different wards, and the distribution
and return of the bedding. They shall be careful also to mark opposite to the name® of
each dismissed patient, the date of his or her admission, in order that the general register
of the House may be aceurate. And they sre authorised to admit patients on sudden
emergencies, although the Physician or Surgeon be not present,

G. They shall insert in their rhmlivc Journal Books an aceurate seeount of the cases of
all the patients, immediately upon their admission, that fall under the care of the Pliysician
or Surgeon with whom they are connected in the business of the House, in order that the
ease may be ready for the inspection of the Physician or Surgeon next day ar 12 oclock, so
that lie may have an opporiunity of making himself acquainted with the natuee und history
of the SYIPLHGS, before he visits the patient ; and llu:jlI shall accompany the Physician ap.d.
Surgeon in their daily visits 10 read these accounts, and alse write into the journals the.

reports and prescriptions dictated by the Physician or Surgeon.

5 'I'hcy must be careful to mark on the first page of lheirjnumals the date of the ﬂn.n-
mencement and termination thereof, with the name of the medical practitioner who has the
charge of the patients ; and when the casc of the patient is transferred to & new journal,
they must insert therein all the medicines, together with the dict the patient has been or-
dered at the date of transferring the case from the old to the new journal.

#. They shall affix ta the bed of cach patient under their charge when ndmitlpd,_ﬂm
name of the patient, and date of admission ; and if a surgical patient; the name of the dress-
er ta whose care the paticnt is entrusted.

9. They must be very careful also to insert in the respective Journals, the orders of the
Physicians and Surgeons for wine and porter, with the precise date and quantity of such
order £ as also the date when either the wine or the porter has been increased, dlmmmbaﬂ,
ar stopt, so as to check with the sccount of wine kept by the Apotheeary. i dinaa

10. They shall go round the House at intermediate hours, observing the general good
order of the wards, particularly in the morning betwixt 8 and 11, and in the evening be.
twixt { and 8, when they shall inqui're into the state of the patients under their care; Inﬁ
learn whether the prescriptions: have been compliod with ; and, according to their best dis-
eretion, give what further orders may seem necessary, writing these in a book kept for the
purpose, which they shall be careful to send to the Apothecary's shop about B o'clock P M|

11. They shall carcfully transcribe into the Legers the whole cases contained in their
Journals, each recording the cases that have been under the treatment of the Physicin er
Surgeon whose Clerk he is, except such cases as are considered nnnecessary by the medical:
practitioner. e

12. They shall lay the Legers before the Managers at their stated monthly meetings ;
and they shull deliver them, when filled up, as well as the Journal-boaks that are no langer
in nze, 1o the Apothecary, to whom the rlm;,;c of the same is committed,

13. When any dissection is ordered, either by the Ordinary Physicians, or Clinieal Phya'
sician, their respective clerks shall give immediate notice in writing to the Senicr Clerk of
the Sursesns, that he may acquaint the Surgeon whose duty it may be to superintend the
SAME,
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14 On the evening preceding the first Monday of every montls, ¢acli Clork shiall deliver
in the Senior Physician’s Clerk an exact account of the number of patichts &1 his depart-
ment, arranged aceording to the printed form prepared for the purpose.

15 Upon observing any impropriety in the House, they are immediately’ to' communi-
vate the same to the Treasurer, in order that he may ecither aoquaine 1he Mﬂl:ager: thereof,
or take such steps us he may think proper for correcting the same.

16, The clerks, immediately upon being elected, and before being received into the house,
must pay one year's board” per advance to the Treasurer, as the same shall' be fixed by the

Managers.
PARTICULAR DUTIES,

FHYSICIAN'S CLERKS,

The Senior Physician's Clerk shall make out a g:-urral lisk of the putients in the Hospi-
t.],' specifying the medical ordinary patients who paid money at admission, and the number
gf;.ursim'r patients who have been received in consequence of aceidents. To this list he
shall prefix the number of persons mn the family, and their station, on the information of the
Matron. He shall lay a copy of this list before the Managees, at their stated monthly
meelings, and give another to the Matren for her use.

SURGEON & CLERKS.

1. They have, under the direction of the Ordinary Surgeon, the charge of the squg_imi
instruments, of which they are to keep an exact inventory, giving copies thereof to the
Treasarer, upon the st of Junuary and L=t July annually.

2. They shall at all times have an assortment of bandages in readiness, particolarly of
those necessary in capital operations,

8. When directed, they shall cull o eonsultation of Surgeons j=—und they shall affix in the
Stadent’s waiting-room notices of intended operations and dissections the day previous to
such operation, €Xcépl on emergricies.

4. They are to superintend the conduet of the dressers.  They nre to study neatness in
dressing, instrueting the dressers in this necessary art ; and are to be enreful that there be

no waste of caddis, strap, or other materials used by the dressers.

5. They shall keep a bouk in which the Surgeon shall inscribe a monthly report of the
behaviour of the dressers ; which Book they simll iny before the Managers at their stated
monthly mectings

6. They shall, at stated hours, ¢lecirify patients for whom electricity is ordered, each
tiking this duty dunnyg the week in which he iz not enployed in taking ¢ELT|'gc of the ad-
mission of the surgical patients.

T. Tl’ll!:f are to take charme of such of the medieal patienis ag shall |.'IE: considered by the
Physicians 10 tequire surgicai wasistance @ Vie Clesk o the Sentor Suigeon taking clarge of
the Senior Phj'mtilll'-i sk isits, apad the Clesk o the Juneor: Sargeon aking . change of the
Junior Physician’s paticnts, upon recerviog aeportin weiting from the respective Physician’s
Clerks.

8. They are o visil the paticot immedintely spon such intimation, and st thet time enter
into & [,.uqt* Lo b Eaopt far thiae purpuss, & shiget account of such ity with ainy pn—.ﬁ.ﬂip.
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sions they may bave made, or assistance. they, may have afiorded, and report the same te
the respective Surgeons a1 their next visit.

9. They are to take change of all dissections under the directton of the Junior Surgeens,
and perform such part of the dissection as shall be entrusted, to them by the Surgeon ;. but
no dissections whatever are to take place without a regolar order from the Magagers, and

they are to be conducted with the greatest decency, and the body te be left in o proper
state for interment. .

10. They are to perform the smaller surgical operations, such as bleeding, cupping. &c.
when ordered by the th'si-:iun or Sargeons, or o see them performed by the dressers, upod
being satisfied that they are properly qualified 1o do so; taking care that none but them-
selves ar the dressers, il properly gualified, perform these operations in the Hospital.

¥
CLINICAL CLEBES

They will receive from the Apsthecary journal-books and legers, for inserting the egses
in their department ; and shall transcribe into the leger the cases of the whole patients thay
are inserted in their journals ; and when these journals and legers are completed, they are
to deliver them to the Apothecary, wha is authorised to receive the same. The Clinical
Practitioners are particularly requested to see that this regulation is strictly complied with.

REGULATIONS respecting Dressens.—1816.

1. Every half year, in the months of May and November, dressers and supernumeraries
will be appointed by the Managers io iiress the patienis in the Hogpital,

2. In the election of dressers, preference will be given to those supernumeraries whe gre
attested by the Eurgcnns-to have been diligtnl in their office.

4, Nao Student can be appointed a dresser, unless he has had & ticket for gttending the
Infirmary for six months at least Prgn'iw,s'l.q the elecpion.

4 Students who wish to be elected dressers, must apply by letter to the Managers be-
fore the 1st of May and 1:t of November; in which letterjthey must mention the course
ai education they have received, with the date and number marked on their tickets.

5. Both the Dressers and the Supernumeraries must attend gvery day at the time of
dressing ; and the Supernumerarics shall assist the Dressers occasionally, when required go

to do, and ghall officiate for any of them who may lnppen to be nbaeng.

6. The Dressers, in rotation, shall each, Tor the space of a month, dress the Patients in
the venerenl ward,

7. The Diregsers dkall, also in rolafion, two =t a time, for the space ef a foertnight, attend
i the Flospial every doy at five o'cleck aftormoon, to receive directions from the E;'urgcun'u
Clerk respecting the chirurgical assistance which particular patients may require, and 1o per-
form blood-letting, cupping, and oiher smallor operations; ond shall on no aceount leave
the Hoapital, without having pesformed the duty prescribed ; and, if neccssary in |j1e ab=
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sence of the Surgeon’s clerks, they are to apply to cither of the Physician'a clerks for as.

sitance or directions,

8. Each dresser shall have an ﬂj!l";.'-\l"l with a pockei and sleeves, a box for clean dr;_-s&ing:;,
and a small pail for the dressings removed, to be provided by the House,

i, Evmj' dresser ghall have all the things necessary for dressing ready in his box, hefore
the ordinary hour of attendance, and shall order the nurses to carry off the former dressings,
Bee. immediately after the work is finished.

10, Each dresser shall apply the dressings, and perform the less important operations,
under the direction of the Surgeon in avtendance, when desired 8o to do.

11. When any Surgeon is. performing an operation or dissection in the Theatre of the
Huspital, such dressers as he may think it proper o employ, and only those, shall attend
in the arca of the Theatre and serve s assistants, baving each bis particnlar charge as.
signed him by the Operator ; the principal part to be sssigned to the dresser under whose

care the patient is or may have been,

12, Evrry drezser, il he hog regulardy and Githfully discharged the duties of his office
for the space of six months complete, shall have a certificate of his diligence, and of the
fime e has officiated ; but not otherwise.

14. Before any new elected dressers enter upon the duties of their office, each of them
ahall sign an obligation, inserted in the book kept by the Surgeon's Clerk for cenifying
gheir behaviour, engaging to comply with all the regulations respecting dressers, and faithe
fully to discharge the duties of the office to the vimost of his power,

REGULATIONS respecting STuDENTS.-——1816,

1. Mo Smdent who has not previously taken a ticket for ordinary attendance in the In-
firmary, can, on any pretence whatever, have the privilege 1o hear the Medical Prescrip-
tions, or Clinical Lectures, or to fattend Operations, Dissections, or the like in the Hos-
pital,

N. B. The Fee for an Annual Ticket is £5: Ss.—for a perpetunl Ticket £12: 125

2, The Students shall be allowed the use of the Joarnals for taking copies of cases. every
day from 17 6ll 12 o’clock in the forencon, and from 4 till 7 in the alternoon ; but the
Student receiving the books shall leave his name with the Apothecary, and shall be con-
sidered as answerable for them till they be restored :  And the books shall not, on any aca
connt or pretext whatever, be carried out of the Hospital, ar be written upon, or otherwise

defaced.

3. Stuilents attending the Physicians or Surngeons, during their visits, are to behave with
deceney and propricty, i{ﬂ:ping their hats off, sy all times avoiding doing any 1||.':ng that may
disturh the Physicians, Surgeons, Clerks, or Paticnis.

2N
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+. Every Student must keep his hat off while he i in the Operation Reom, hoth: that it
may not ebstruct the view of others, and as a mark of respect to the Operator ; and all
noise of any kind, in the Operation Roon, must be earclully avoided, as it cannet fail te
be both unpleasant 1o the Operator, and hurtful to the Patient.

/5. Btudents, when visiting the Wards, are on no acecount to tense the patients with un-
necessary questions, or offer any advice or opinion o them relative to their disenses, as
patients have left the House, in comsequence of unguarded expressions used in conversa-
tion, Ly their making inquiry inte the nature of their disease,

6. Studenis are on no account whatever to go into the Waiting Room. |

7. If any Student shall be zuilty of infringing any of the abaove Regulations, which the
Managers flatter themselves every gentleman attending the Elospital will see the propricty
of, he shall forfeit the benefit of his ticket, and the privilege of ever attending the Huuse
in futuie '

REGULATIONS respecting Nurses.—1816.

. The Ordinory Nurse of each ward, shall take care that all dust and nastiness be re-
moved out of it each morning before nine o'clock, and shall keep it neat and clean at all

RirCE,

2. The nurses are to be careful in preserving fresh air in their respective Wards, by
keeping the upper sashes down, and likewise in preventing or eorrecting tainted air, aeeord-
ing to the directions they may receive from the Physicians or Surgeons.

4. Every ordinary Nurse of each ward shall receive from every patient, when admitted
inte the ward, or their friends, a note in writing, of the clothes, money, &e. brought into
the hionse with such patient, for which they shall be answerable; and they are to deliver to
the Matron a duplicate af such note immediately npon receiving the same.

4. Ewery ordinary Nurse of each ward shall give to the patients nnder her care their diet
whenever it is hrought, from the kitchen, according to the list delivered with it.  She is to
make the patients” beds, to give them the drink allowed them when they ask it, and to assist
them wtherwise as they stand in need of her help. She is to give or apply the medicines for
eiell, ut tlie times and in the manner marked on the signatures of each, and is Lo ask direc-
tions from the Apothecary or Clerks, whenever she has any doubt about the orders lor the
medicines, diet, &e.

5, At seven in the moming each nurse is to bring her basket to the shep; with all the
buxes, pots, phials, &e. belonging to her patients that are empry, or are neatly so, and to
veturn at ten for such of the medicines as are to be taken ot intervals in the course of the
day ; and at two, when the shop bell rings, for the remainder of the medicines in vse; and
for such new medicines as may have been ordered at the visit ; and again, when the shop
bell rings in the evening, lor the medicines, &c. that may be prescribed in the evening

Jjournals.
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Gi. They are togive particular attention 1o the bedding of the patients, (for which they
are always answerable) especially when they labour under contagious diseases, or sores, amd
st that the seme b kep: clean ;. and that, immediately after the dismissal of a patient, the
same be returned by them to the Matron,

7. They are to be attentive to the state and symptoms of the patients, especially if these
be of an uncrmmon ratore, that they may be able to report them distinetly to the Flysi-
cian, Surgeon, or their Clerks : And if any threatening symptom oceur, they are immediate-
Iy to give notice to the respective Clerk, or in his absence tu any other Clerk of the Hes-
pital they can find,

8. They are to he particulsrly eareful that the patients do not receive food or drink of
any kind from their friends or visitors ; and likewise, that they do not convey out of the
Hospital, by meuns of their friends or visitors, what of their diet they are unable 10 con-

0. IT they diseover the friends of the patients guilty of cither of the preceding praclices,
they =hall not fail to report them to the Matron or Clerks,

10. The Nurses are always regularly to corry back to the Matron what share of diet the
patients do not consanme,

11. Any Nurse who shall be found to have been guilty of bringing in, or having caused
to be brought into the Flouse, either for their own use or for the wse of any patient, any
spirits, or improper articles of diet ; or of carrying out of the House any articles of provision,
such as twoth, &c. or any articles of furniture, as sheets, Wankes, bedding, &e. they shall
instamtly be dismissed the House, and such wages as may be due to them forfeited,

12. Any Nurse of the Hospital who shall, on any account whatever, demand, or, when
offered, take any money, fee, or rewand, or under any  pretext borrow any money or clothes
from any patient or other person, they shall instantly be dismissed the House, and sach
wages as may be due to them forfeited.

More.~—If is pariieelurly requested of the Pafienfs, dhat if dhey gee any of fhese rq-rfﬂ.rﬁnt
nol sivicily observed, they will give immedinle nofice thereaf® fo the Matron,
Apothecary, or Clerks, as their own comforl matevially depends upon a die ob-
szreance of thent



COMPARATIVE STATE OF DIETS OF DIFFERENT HOSPITALS.

FULL DIET.

EDINBURGIL.

BREAKFAST.

1 Mutehkin Porsidge.

3 Gills mil . or beor,
ur

&% oz fine bread,

Milk or beer a3 above.

DINNER.

Sund-y and Wedneaday.

LONDON.—ST GEORGE,

DREAKFAST,

Four days, o pint of water grucl,
|Thiee days, a pint of milk porridgo.

DINNER.

1 Choogin bro b, made with beef & oo s, Four days.  Six or. of mution or becf,

horley, potstoes, groats, and vo e
taldes,
S op. af orecds

Tuctday and Fridey.

Potatoe-soup, with beef, ox head, and

bowcre  Bread as above,
Mo ay, Thu ey, cod Seterday.
1 Chopp . Leoth, and © ar. of butchers

mo f boiled in the booth, of beel
Feak.——Biead as above.

EUPPER.

The s=me with breakizst.

bwited, and half a poand of potatees
{or, in plice of pototoes, rige oF o-
ther vegetakles.)

Three days. A pint and o ball of rice
milk.

SUPFEH.
\Four days, a pint of broth, with oae
_ il
Three days, o pint and hall of milk
portidge.

“Twelve ounces of bread, and two pints
of gmall beer; every day.

GLASGOW.

BREAKFAST.

Porridge, quaniiiy not lmited, with
half meehkin of sweet milk, or
ane mutchkin of butter milk or
beer,

DINNERL

Sunday.

Broth made with barley, wege-
tables, and ihe dripping® of the
meat roasted during the week,
with snc-tenth of a gquanem
loaf to a man, and one-iweliih
10 L Wi

Muondap.

Beel bolled, 8 oe to men, & oz to
watnen § bread as above, of po-
tatoee.

Tuesday,

Broth made with beell, barley, and

vegetnbiles § brossd as albove,

Wedncsday.

Same ax Monday.

Thursday.
Podatoe soup, with cows” hesds, bomes,

&,
Friday.

Same a8 Tueslay.

Nerurday,

U oz choese to mion, and 4 ox to
weanen § bread as above.

SUFFER.

Bame as breakiast.

MANCHESTER.

BREAKFAST.
A phat of milk or deink pottage.

DINNEIL.
Svnday, Tuesday, and Dhursdoy.
]

B oz bhoiled muttan, beef or weal, with
broth, pudding, ond rocts

Monday, Wedzesday, Friday, eed

Forurday,
12 ot of rice or fonr pudding, with
(T EN
i |
SUPPER.

A pint of milk pottuge, with 1 oz of
butier, or occosionnlly 3 oz, off
cheest,

Every day, bwead safficient, i"..rc:h_
waie, amd beer not ezcecding

I pint. |

HARDWICK FEVER |
HOSPITAL, DUBLIN. |

IMEAKFA 5T.

Brend, hall 1ils brdawa.
Mow milk, 1 plnt.

DINNER.

Hall" 1k Beefil
Half lile. Broad.

SUPPER.

4 oz Broad,
1 Pimt mew milk,

NEWCASTLE.

DRBAKFAST.

_ﬁ._.._-tnﬂ... ﬂ.r....n.i-... .—_..__..n.._.-h_.. and .a.n__!.__h_u..“._.
Froan one e eas and a holf pineg
milk poltage § or; ome pint r__....._ﬁ.
praddiing with milk.
Afenday and Wed) af, Frim ome to
one &l & kall plnt of thes gruel or
rice milk.

Thuridey—A pint of Panada.
DINNER.

Fwadey—1 pint broth, with 8 oz, bailed
ek

Monday—12 oz rice or bread pudd;

Tuesdmp—tbe same with Sunday. i)

IWedmerday—4 oz. boiled meat, with

r 8oz Bour pudding-

H..ﬁ__...l.nh_lm.un baked meat, with o=
taboes oF wigelabies

.3.-.&-.11—..& same with Monday.

L5 fay—4 o5 1
of broth.

Hach person s allowed 17 or bread,
i and e and -half pint boer dualy
L]

ided b, with a pint

SUPPER.

I pimt of broth and vegetables, or 1 pint

milk potiage, or hasty pudding,
or gruoel.




No. XXV.

NOTE

BY

Lorp PresipEsT of the Court of Session.
Hox Barox Copng Ratreay.
Sir Witriam Foruves, of Pitsligo, Bart.
Giueent Tnxgs, Esq of Stow.
Axprew Woon, Fag, Surgeon.
Jons Wavcworr, Esq. W. 8.
Reverend Dr Davipsow,
Dr RuruenFoRrn, M. D,
Dr Georcr Woon, m. .
SamuEL AxpensoN, Esq. Banker.
Dr Musro, Professor of Anatomy in the University of Edinburgh, . ».
Dr Hore, Preses of the Royal College of Physicians, at. n.
The Ordinary Managers of the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh.

—

IH answer to the request of the Commitier of Enquiry, as to how fur the Managers have
any evidence to offer, they beg leave to state, That, under o confident persuision of nothing
having been proved which can materially alfect the manazement of this institution, they
are desirous that the defence of that management should rest, not on any thing like umi-
patory proof, but solely on the evidence which thuse, who have made so strong an appeal 10
the Public, have foand themselves in condition to bring Ferward in support of the charges
exhibited by them. The Managers therefore decline adding to the trouble of the Coms-
mittee by adducing further evidence,

Under the reservation of reeviving explanations from witnesses already oxamined, the
Managers would have wished to suggest a further enquiry on several points appearing in
evidence ; and in particulur, 28 to the disturbanee given to patients by an individual at une.
seasonalde hours of the night, as mentioned by Mr Benjomin Welsh,  For the same reason,
however, which have led the Managers o decline offering additional evidenee, they are dis.
posed to pass from urging any further investigation, either on this or on any other point.

Before making their report, it is presumed, that the Committee would wish to have such
explanation relative to the charges as the Managers may be disposed to zuggest.  Under
this impression they shall new submit the following very brief observations,

15, By the terms of the Charter, the Managers are prohibited from eneroaching on the
capital stock of the Carparation, % on any pretence whatsoever,”

On an average of the list ten years, the eome of the Hospital las ameouwnted 1o
£4786:17 : 2, while the expenditure has been £4912:11: 11, The deficiency las been
supplied by taking a part from donaetions made 1o the Hospital within the year, snid thus

wot Lronght into eapital.

2dly, The principle which has puided the Managers in the application of these means,
has ieen to render the object of the institution as extensively nseflul as possitle.  The result
of the system so adopted is manifest from the table before the Committee ; whicl shews, that
18,785 peraona were admitted to this chanty o the coume of the st ten yoors, ond
that out of this number 18,614 were discharged a3 cured, 1661 dismissed as relieved,
and ooly 1127 died, being on an average of these ten years, somewhat less than one iu
sinteen and a half,

20
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It further appears in evidence, that from an average of three years preceding the 1817,
the number of deaths in the Edinburgh Hospital was one in fifteen and a half'; in Glasgow
Haospital, one in twelve and a half; in Guy's Hospital, one in ten two-thirds ; and in the
London Hospital, one in seven and a halfl.  The Managers have been led to allude to the
comparative mortality in these Hospitals, in consequence of the Committee having entered

into an enquiry, leading o a comparison between them and that of Edinburgh on other -

puint ; and they beg to add, that there may exist circumstances, of which however they
are not aware, that may aceount for the greater mortality of the London Hospitals,

3dly, In other Hospitals, with whichit is attempted to draw & comparison with Edin-
burgh, the object seems to be to render a smoall number of patients as comfortabie ns pussi=
Ble. In Guy's Hospital, £20,000 per annum appears to be expended in the treatment of
not mare than double the number of petients taken eare of in that of Edinburgh: And in
Manchester, abeut which so much hias been =aid in the course of the ivestiguiion, it up-
pears (rom the printed reporis of the four last years, that the annual expence of each oceu-
pied bed conziderably excerded LG50, while that in Edinbuigh did mot amount 1o one halt of
that sum.—Arrangements connected with such Hoespitals cannot fail to be attractive o young
men ¢f the medical profession who look not 10 expence ;—hut the principle acted upon by
the Infirmary here, that of curtailing all expences not essential to the purposes of cure, and
thereby rendering the charily more extensively uwseful, eannot fail on re.He::ja:g. to appear
not only more wise, but far more humane,

ath, All the essential pointz connected with the general welfare of the Hospital are found
indisputably to exist in the Infirmary of Edinburgh. The proper choice of medical men,—
the regular hours of their atiendance,—the excellence of the instruments for DpMEations —
the free ventilation of the house,—the quality of all articles of medicine or provisions, sup.
plied at regular periods, and from the most respectable dealers.

The quantity of erdinary dict necessarily must be ascertained by medical experience.
That of Edinbargh has been approved of by some of the first medical characters of the.
farmer, and of the present :I.ljr. It iz nearly equal toall, and in some instances more Ji=
beral than that of many ether Hospitals ; and where in any case it is thought advisable to

increase it, the medical attendants have unbounded power in point of extent.  That sueh ;

yower is fully exercised is proved by the dict-book ; which shews, that, exclusive of ex-
traondinary allewances of the ordinary food, all sorts of meat, fish, fowl, jellies, fruit, &e.
are in use to be ordercd :  As also, by the accounts of the apathecary, which prave, that in-
dependent of 86 and a half dozens of foreign wine, and 35 dozens of home—made wine, the
average number of bettles of porter made nse l.lflll'll'l:li!:‘l“} for the last ten ycars, has
amonnted to 8376 bottles, which wonld be sulficient to affurd hall a bottle of porter daily,

1o alove oue fourth of the whole patients in the house.

50k, Tt would far exceed the bounds of this note to serutinize the evidence, as to how far
the guantity presgribed has always been duly furnished, by those who had no interest to
withhuid it

O a fair view of the evidence which has been led on this head, it seems apparent, that
tlinse who, speak nnfavourably on this point, had very paertial means of information ; and
that they prove nothing more than that, on some insulated vocasions, the broth and porridge
apprared to them more thin and weak than ey thonght these vught to have been ;—oeeur-
remees which, if true, are obyviowsly unaveidalle in xo extonsive an extabilisliment.

There is no point on which the complaints of patients oughs to be received with more
eaution than oz that of diet, and especially where such complaints come from servamts ;
many of whom, sceustomed to grumble even at their master’s fare, can ill brovk the
moderate allowsnee of an Hospital diet. In answer to such complaints, the Managers
would offer the real evidence arisicg from the difficulty experienced in prevailing on pa-
Lients to guit the Hospital ;—he resdiness with which they roturn when agin imli_s;xmﬂ:'l j—
the satisfaction and gratitude so uniformly expressed by paticnis, and more particalarly to
he Chaplain in their dyinz moments ;—ani the legaries and -.?ﬂmtiom whieh the Hosgital
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has heen in use to receive from persons who have enjoyed the benefit of it.  On the 18th of
January last, while the proceedings of the Committee were in progress, a donation of (21
was received a2 an aeknowledgment for the attention and eare expericnced by o servant,
lately a patient’in this Hospital ; and it will be scen that, among the denations of 1817, there
is ane of Okctober 8th, ** fram a female patient, as & mark of gratitude for the benefit she
e derived in the Royal Infirmary, £20.

(ith, The mmtpd and offansive charge,—~that of the patients being fed like wild beasis
in eages, having their meat thrown upon their beds when raw,—stands unsupporied by any
evidence : and it wonld seem, that the information on which so extraordinary a rlllrge was
made, warranted no statement beyond the fact of beef steaks being delivered andressed 1o
the patients, in order, not only that these after being prepared by the mirses may be
served out to the patients hot in the ward, instead of being bronght from a distant kitehen,
but that patients may have these steaks dressed at such times as their appetites may most
incline them o eat j—an arrangement agreeable to the patients, and conformable to (he
diregtions of the medical gentlemen of the House.

7th, With respect to knives, forks, and spoons not being Turnished by the honse, it will
be seen that this practice, adopted for the purpese of avoiding the expence and dilapida-
tion attending such articles, is usual in most other Fospitals. In the Hospitals of Bristel,
Liverpod, and even Birmingham, none of these articles are furnished.  In Glasgow, no
knives or forks are supplied 3 and in the Londen Haspitals, such articles are  fuenished
by the nurses on payment to them of a fee by the patients j—a practice above all 1o be
deprecated.  In truth, as the friends of patients readily supply them with all that is re-
quisite on this score, ne inesnvenicnce is cxperienced from this source.  The honourabile
member of the Committee who Das stated, thay he saw the patieats of the Edinburgh In.
firmary on one occasion at dinner, observed that most of them had spoons 3 and had he
remained long enough to have ascertained the whole objects of his visit, he would have
seen that there was no deficiency of knives, in so0 far as truly necessary.

8th, Az 1o the cleanliness of the patients” persons, it does not occur that this can bé -
placed on a different footing from what it stands at present. It may answer in Bridewell 1o
eut off the hair, and to plunge indiscriminately all who are admitted into baths ; ot te
give a general order to that effiet Lo nurses in an Hospital, would to » certainty doom a pro-
portion of the patients to death,  The medical attendants have full power to order what
they may deem necessary on this hend, and it ean with safety rest in no other hands,

Oth, As tothe cleanness off sheets, much evidence has been led, ond the fuir result ap-
penrs 1o be, that the sheetz were for a time imperfeetly washed ; for as 4o the number, it
appears that a0 fewer than 3,557 pairs weve woshed in the course of the last year, being
certainly a fair proportion to the number of beds.  But alihoogh the zame person fas been
employed for upwards of twenty years to wazsh the sheets of the Fospital, durving the greater
part of which time it was understood that bie luad given satisfction i the pefermance of
the work ; the Managers boeame satisficd that the washing might be improved ; and after
due enguiry, they adopted the most efectual remedy that oeeorred to them ; namely, the
erection of a wash-howse conneeted with the Infirmary.  The Lol l"mi:lrn'u, one af their
'I'i|l|!|1ll|.':'J 'ﬂulll:r wWas at p.‘_!,":l:lm'.!.'l i E:h:'l'.-ll\!:ltj' I!“ﬁ, l!r'ml;lll 1||.'|'||r|lII Fid ||is-c W El 1-!~;l1|,-4:|;'\1'. i 1'|||l|;]4,'l
af l!hﬂ'dl‘}'ill&"-hnuﬁlﬁ at the Maval El-:r.k|]il.'|.| 1.|lM‘l", i s it could he ul-un"r wse i e MraRge-
ments that were in comstemplation  bere. Baoth the existence of the evil, and the noture
of the remedy is distinetly pointed ot in the Report by the Managers in September last,
which was laid before the peneral meeting in Jancary. Under sueh cirenmstances, the Man.
agers ane at some loss 1o conceive what could be the ehject in adducing so much evidence
on his head, or Hl:l'ii:lg it deaw biack for five or six years, during which time not fewer than
10,000 patients have boen teeated in the Hospital, .

“}- e ||,|'||-;l;1|l¢!‘ll,'r| death of the :'I-l'utnm, the !ljn.'!:_,:q"l‘.t finve boen :Er'||ri\ e of the means
of oMl warioes |'\.:|| vaalicng on 190 head, T illlqls_"iill_il of il the Commettee will liow-

i ' ! :
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liness ; that many of them labour under diseases which make it impossible that their lines
should be presenréd in a clean state, even if daily dl:ligeqt; that for the sake of eCOnOnY
in the purchase, and from jt= being supposed to be more durnble, unbleached linen has
been always used in this Hospital, the aspect of which is never so clean as that of bleached
linen ; and that the stains on Hospital sheets are in general difficult, and in some cases im-
~ possible to be removed, although such sheets may nevertheless be essentially clean.

106h, The t'h:lrgt that the blankets are never scoured, is disproved by the Scourcr's
sccompt prodaced, which shews that 1791 pairs underwent that operation in the eonrse of

last year.

11th, To the subjeet of Nurees, the Managers have ofien directed their attention ; any
they are persuaded it will be found, that better cannot be had than those in use to be ¢m-
ployed ; and that the raising of their wages, while it woold encroach uwpon the funds of the
Hospital, would produce no substantial improvement in this respeet.

120k, In judging of wmatters connected with such an institution, the condition and hahbits
of the poor, who are the ohjects of it, must ever be kept in view. Their feclings and ideas
on these points are materially different from those of the higher orders ; and to give to the
former what would be essential @0 the latter, might in many cazes impede, instead of pro-
moting care, would lead to endless expence, and would ill Gt the Patients to roturn to
their usnal habits and accostomed fare when dismissed.—The general state of comiost
which I"_:H"tn-nl.-. enjoy in this Hospital is open to the observation of the whole world, and
the Managers would wish that all who deubt, would satisfy themselves by ocular inspection.

14k, The unexpected increase of Paticuts during the last year is deserving of attention. The
average number of Pabents in the House used formerly 1o be about 160 ; for the year 1817
it Joes amoumed 10 200, It is unreasonable to expeet, that ander such circumstances, no
defeet of any thing desiralble fur the use of Patients should fur o moment be experipnesd.

14, While it appears in ev'dence, that the Medical Gentlemen of long standing, great
experience; and intimnte aequintance with the habits of the [possr hawe in general ron-
curred, in approving of 1he management of the Hospital, the proof of an opposite deserip-
tion rests almost entirely upon young Gentlemen of the Medical Department, of no exten=
sive experivier, pos essing lictle knowledge of the habits of the lower classes, and most of
whom, as connected with the Infirmary, were not firee frons blame i not at the time com-
municating to (he Managers any defects which they thought they observied. These Gena
tiemen at any rate seem to forget, that on a limited income, extraordinary comforts can
enly be purchased by excluding a portion of the Patients from the benefit of the Charity.

150k, If any thing has been n'l:i:lllg, the delay to remedy bas lain in a neglect on the
part of tle proper officers to make such matters known to the Managers at the time.  If then
inquired inte, the instances in proof might have admitted of explunations, and their remedy
would have prevented repetition.  In appointing four Clerks, constantly residing in the Hos-
pital, each liaving under his charge a certain portion of patients, the Managers coneeived,
that they had adogied the hest system for securing against any negleet connected with the
care of the patients in all respects ; and lhqp‘ could not suppose, that if iy lilillg ﬁ.l:ull.y
seestered in the Flospital, the Clerks would fail to make it immediately known to
the Managees.  Fmding however, that this was not sufficently attended to, they
preqored n sc ul pew |rgu!.|l'i|r|:|3 i the vear 18 16 ; vne of these, ax “-F]"ii‘-'“l’r‘-' ta the E:IL"J'E:I,
Leing Mulp 15, enjoing, that * upon observing any impropriety in the House, they are im.
o yuilintely to eommumicate the saune to the Teasurer, in order that he Ly either werunint
6 the Meongers thereod, or take such steps as he may think proper for correcting the same,”
Lves this regalation, so ehviously ea'calated to facilitate complaints, and to expedite their
remedy wiiloat waiting for a mecting of Manasers, was disregarded, and the most deters
mined silewes preserved j—Fir what reason, those who adopted such conduct enn best explain
The interests of such an Institution can alone be prometed by a cordial co-operation of all
paues connected withit; and the Managers leave it with the Committee to judge, whether
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they have at all times veecived fom at least a part of thve Medical department that suppore
which they were entitlod 1o expect.

15th, When representations were mode to the Manngers, they at all umes gave thieie
s ediate attention, and never disnissed any of them on seeount of the quarter from w henee
they proceeded. Justly displeased, that the incidents founded on by the Clerks in Wheiv letter
in July last, had net been sooner male kaown, they expressed to them what they fele on that
subjoet.  The matier contained in these representations was not however neglected. It will
be scen, thit long befere the representation by Mr Sims and the other Clerks, the Managers
were taking the necesiary means, by due enquiry, for sdopting the most perfeet method for
wishing the linens ; amd that, availing themselves of the highest source of Chemieal informie-
tion, they have constructed a washing and drying apparains attached o the Hopse on the
most improved principles. The number of Paticms Iml-i.:;_‘r?m:h,- increased, a great aglilition
ta the linen of the House was made, and the belding was rendered complete. New Baths
were put in progress, while the suliject of diet was submitted o the consideration of those
best qualifiel 1o judge of such o matter ; and still further o prevent iF possible the recur.
renee of such incidents, the Managers were on the leol.ont for a person of Medical experi-
ence to act 15 HouwsesGovernor, so as o relieve the Matron of part of her duties, 1o faci-
itate the communication betwist the medieal departiment and the Manamers, aml to remedy

as far ae possible, at the moment, any lelects as they may occur.,

Lastly, These remedies were all in the course of application, at a time when not the most
distant idea was entertained of any public enquiry being set on foot, and when it was im-
possible that the Managers coubd have anticipated that uny thing of the kind would take
pince. Lung connected with thiz institution, and faithfully as they felt discharging thew
duties, (duties neither pleasing in their nature, nor unaitended with risk to themselves,)
they certainly did not suppose that those Comtributors, who by their unanimeus vores
had so often approved of the conduct of their Managers, would be dispesed at ance to desert
them, and te adopl a proceeding, the obviows wendeney of which is, to shake to the founda-
tion the long established character of this  instituion=—to spread groundless alarm in the
minds of the objects of the charity,—and seriously 1o endanger the withdrawing of donp-
tions, on which the establishment must ever so materially depend.  Sell less could the
Managers have anticipated, that a sel of gentlemen, many of them of distinguished talents
and high respectability, should think fit sll ot once 1o become Members of this Incorpora-
tion, 1o investigate a management with whacl IJH."J iiad hitherto had no concern; and
that, without any previeus esmmunication with the Managers, {which the most com-
mon civility would have dictated); and when in the apparcnt knowledge that all defects
were in the progress of effectual remedy, they should at once make o public appeal, Founded
on alleged unpardonable neglect, and caleulated 10 excite a belicl, that the Managers of
the Infirmary of Edinburgh were unworthy of the sncred charge with which they had
been entrusted.

By order of the .‘il'nmws,

ALEX. BOSWELL, Clerk.

Edinburgh, Tth March 1817.
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