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0N SOME OF THE CAUSES OF STERILITY. ]

that her mother should explain to her that the contrary to 4 mothers ad-
resistance should be offered to connexion. Immediately :lut:r—-mn re-
after these recommendations had been carried into effect, ***"*
signs of pregnancy manifested themselves, which have been
confirmed by subsequent events. The patient’s health is
restored, and as she is progressing most favourably in her
pregnancy, there is but little doubt of her giving birth The effect.
hereafter to a strong and healthy child.

I have selected this case for publication, in order to show
how simple are the steps necessary very often, in such cases, of tho simpiici-
for the relief of bodily suffering and mental anxiety ; and i
yet, withont advice, these precautions would probably
never have been taken. T had proposed to dilate the va- M Proposition
gina of this patient had not the means I recommended
been found to succeed.

It will sometimes happen, that owing to excessive rigi- :
dity at the orifice of the vagina, there is an impediment to GJAf?"
impregnation, although in the man there is no unhealthy
condition, T have known virginity to exist after marriage f 1}“‘,‘:}“‘;‘;22“
for periods varying from weeks to months, and even years; — F:ouﬂlf‘?l
and I have been consulted by men who have honestly told sions of men:
me that they have frequently had connexion with women
before marriage, and had found no impediment to its per-
fect completion, but that, although they had been married
a long time, they felt certain that something was wrong,
but the].r could not say what it was. In such cases I have
found in the wife an unbroken hymen, or so complete a
state of contraction and rigidity of the vagina as to pre-
vent the possibility of its dilatation by the ordinary and
natural means.

In the not uncommon cases of unbroken hymen, without
any great rigidity, the simple introduction of moderate- . .. . . .
sized bougies will in almost all cases be followed by con- the bougia®
ception.

PThB following case is interesting as affording an example
of a very prolonged virginity after marriage, and of the
great benefit that may result in such cases, both morally
and bodily, from medical treatment.

A gentleman called upon me to tell me of what, he said,
was a most extraordinary case, and to consult me with A pase_mary
regard to it. He said that he had been married for more
than ten years, but that he never had yet had proper inter-
conrse with his wife, although there was no want of power
either physical or as regarded secretion. He stated, that :
at first his wife’s resistance, through fear, and the excessive e fors_ -
pain she appeared to suffer if a near approach was made Pn—foree.
to her, had deterred him from using force to any ex-
tent; that his emissions had always occurred externally; or emissions—

and that from having become habituated to this mode, and modos el

foren of

his wife hamg parfaﬁﬂly apathetic concerning it, as well as mmfu apa-

having no strong feeling of attachment for her, he had felt thy overcome -

pnmﬂminh

no wish to take steps to rsmad_v the local e‘nlscthﬁtemﬁﬁed
but that she had become desirous of bearing a child, and



















