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Obelisks in the West. 99

the honour of Hatasou, also on the western and
sepulchral side of Thebes. ¢ Here,” says
Mariette, ““we find a temple mounting the
rock behind it by regular steps or platforms,
and built of a beautiful white and marble-like
caleareous stone. It was formerly approached
by a long avenue of sphinxes, and heralded by
two obelisks, of which the bases alone are now
traceable.”

But how, may we venture to enquire, came
obelisks, the offspring of the rising sun, on the
Hades side of the Nile? Can the river have
changed its course? Alas! no. It is the
whim of woman. Hatasou erected the grandest
obelisks in existence; she covered the whole
shaft, with the exception of the carvings, with
gold. She erected a temple that stepped up
the side of a mountain, as if it were a flight of
stairs. She governed Egypt, the two worlds,
and maintained the dignity of the diadems of
the upper and lower country during one of the
most brilliant periods of Egypt’s greatness;
and now we find her imparting sunshine to
the dead, and by exception proving the rule,
that no obelisks are to be found on the western
bank of the Nile, saving her own, and the
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Propylon of Edfoo. 105

magnificent temples is the doorway, or pylon,
which, from the simplest form, ornamented in
the simplest manner, and serving as the
humble entrance of the cavern in the rock,
has become developed into an architectural
structure of surpassing grandeur and import-
ance. When it stands independently, in ad-
vance of the proper entrance of the temple, it
is termed propylon ; and the propylon is often a

The propylon, or tower-gate, of the temple of Edfoo, one of the most
magnificent in Egypt. TIts breadth is 250 feet, and height 1715,
The temple itself, which is one of the most perfect specimens of
Egyptian temple-architecture, was founded by Ptolemy Philopater,
and the propylon was erected by Ptolemy Dyonysus. The entire
structure is Ptolemaic, and it is ornamented on every side with
paintings and sculptures. The small buildings at its base are the
houses of the village,
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Queen Hatasou's Obelisks. 113

Besides the Luxor obelisks, numerous
others are ascribed to Rameses II.—mnamely,
the two small monoliths at Rome, one 1in the
Piazza Rotunda in front of the Pantheon, the
other at the Villa Matter; as also the ten
broken obelisks at San, on the field of Zoan :
while two more bear the joint names of his
father Seti and himself; for example, the
beautiful column of the Piazza del Popolo,
known as the Flaminian Obelisk, and that of
the Trinita de Monti at Rome.

It is a curious fact in connexion with the
history of obelisks, that two of the most
stately—indeed, the next in height to that of
St. John Lateran—should have been the work
of a woman, Queen Hatasou, daughter of
Thothmes I., and guardian for a while of
Thothmes III. But when the reins of
power fell into the hands of the latter, he
seems to have treated his sister as an usurper,
and to have obliterated her name from the
monuments, while he substituted in its place
the cartouche of his own; so that the work of
Hatasou is usually ascribed to Thothmes III.
We find a similar illustration in the relation
between Rameses II. and his father, Seti I.
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Manufacture of Antiques. 112y

and in time, like swallows’ nests, stuccoed
every hollow and niche where sufficient space
could be obtained for a resting-place. Only
that they were forbidden, they would have
occupied the whole of the temples and their
halls, hypostyle and hypsethral, and have
left nothing visible but themselves. The in-
habitants of these huts are poor and ragged;
but, according to Lady Duff Gordon (who
lived amongst them for a long time, and
between whom and them a warm attachment
subsisted, fostered by her own humanity and
kindness), they are remarkable for cleanliness,
both in their persons and in their huts.
Luxor, however, is the great emporium of
antiques, and an active manufacture of
scarabsel or sacred beetles, of statuettes,
and even of tablets, is carried on by the Arab
traders. ‘It is the centre,” says M. Ma-
riette, ““ of a commerce more or less legal,
inasmuch as the rummaging of tombs is now
prohibited by law. Nevertheless, it requires
much judgment, and often that of the expert,
to distinguish with certainty between the
genuine and the fictitious.” Miss Edwards
relates that she was once accidentally ushered




















































































Obelisk at Azum.
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