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any private, still less any unworthy motive, for
bringing the subject before the Public.

The * Spectator” newspaper appeared, from its
literary character, its influential circulation, and high
respectability, to be the most convenient place in
which to submit my observations; and accord-
ingly three articles were severally printed in it on
the 16th, 23rd, and 30th of May. With those
articles, of which I was well known, at the Bri-
tish Museum, to be the writer, the subject would
probably, so far as I was concerned, have ended,
but for the following circumstance.

On the day after the first of those articles was
published, a case of more than usual neglect in the
delivery of a book having oceurred to me, I com-
plained of it in writing to Mr. Panizzi. To my
great surprise he justified the negleet, offering, if I
were dissatisfied with his opinion, to refer my com-
plaint to the Trustees. I told him I certainly was
not satisfied, but that he might do as he pleased
about referring to the Trustees. He then wrote to
tell me he should submit my letters to them. Here,
again, the matter might and ought to have ended.

For a crafty object of his own, Mr. Panizzi
persisted in keeping up his correspondence with
me, and it was laid before the Trustees. In the
mean while, the two other articles had appeared in
the * Spectator;” and on the day the last of them
was published, I forwarded them, as I had promised,
to Mr. Panizzi, “ from the author.”

While this correspondence was under the consi-
deration of the Trustees, and before they had de-






7
ridden rongh-shod over his Colleagues and the
Trustees.

I at least, for one, will not submit to be thus
treated, nor to have my efforts to benefit the Public
impaired by false and injurious imputations, without
laying the facts before them. To appeal to the
Trustees is, as will be seen, utterly useless.

This pamphlet will contain a reprint of the
papers, with some slight corrections, that appear-
ed in the “ Spectator;” and a reply to Mr. Panizzi’s
statement, in which my correspondence with him
and with the Trustees will be introdueed.

It may be proper to say a few words to account
for the allusion which oecurs to Mr. Panizzi’s being
an Italian. T admit frankly, that his misconduct
is to me, an Englishman, the more unpalatable, from
the fact that the offending funetionary is a Foreigner.
I admit as frankly, that I think it is discreditable to
the Country, and disgraceful to British literature,
that a Foreigner should fill a post which belongs by
moral right and national feeling to some Englishman
who has earned it by great literary merit. But
when, through very extraordinary influence, a Fo-
reigner is placed in such an Office, let him, from
common prudence, if not from a sense of common
propriety, imitate as far as he can, the candour and
straight-forward habits of the people among whom
he lives, and by whom he is paid. Let him act with
becoming modesty; and strive by conciliatory man-
ners, by a desire to meet their wishes, and to sup-
ply their wants, to make the literary men of Eng-
land forget that he has usurped a valuable appoint-












THE LIBRARY OF THE BRITISH MUSEUM.

TuERE is scarcely any one objeet on which the
advancement of Literature in England so much
depends, as upon the proper management of the
Library of the British Museum; and as the atten-
tion of Parliament has been recently drawn to
it by the publication of a long Report on the Li-
brary by Mr. Panizzi, the Keeper of the Printed
Books, this is a fitting occasion for offering some
remarks on the subject.

As a preliminary and important point, it may
be proper to inquire whether the constitution of
the Board of Trustees is likely to create confidence
in their government of the literary or scientifie
departments of that great Institution? Those ap-
pointments obviously require, in a majority of them
at least, not merely the edueation and learning
of a gentleman, but that practical acquaintance
with the wants of literary men which authorship
only gives, and it may be added, authorship in
those humble persons who are compelled to labour
(not, like the Trustees, when any of them consult
the Library, in a separate room, with Officers and
Attendants anxious to anticipate his wishes, but)
in the Public Reading-room, subject to the trouble
and difficultics which the present Keeper has
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the Fourth; and her Majesty’s present represent-
ative is the Duke of Northumberland.

Thus far, neither Literature, nor Seience, nor
Art has its representative; but they appear at last
in the Presidents of the Royal Society, the Royal
Academy, the Society of Antiquaries, and the
College of Physicians; and these are certainly the
most proper of the accidental Trustees. There is,
however, yet another class of Trustees, called the
Elected—i. e. of those who are supposed to be
chosen by the others, but who are, we believe,
recommended by the Crown. Of this class there
are fifteen: and here, if anywhere, might be ex-
pected the names of many of the most distinguished
men of science and literature in the country, even if
that class were not entirely composed of such men.
Accordingly, out of fifteen, there are three names
known to Science and Literature — namely Sir
John Herschel, Mr. Hallam, and Mr. W. R. Ha-
milton. The other Elected Trustees are the Dukes
of Rutland, Hamilton, and Sutherland, the Mar-
quis of Lansdowne, the Earls of Aberdeen, Har-
rowby, Derby, and Carlisle, Lord Ashburton, Sir
Robert Peel, Sir Robert Inglis, and Mr. Thomas
Grenville.

Such an immense majority of official and aris-
toeratic Governors of an Institution, created and
maintained by a large expenditure of the public
money solely for the advancement of Literature,
Science, and Art, and such a thorongh contempt
as it implies for those laborious persons on
whom the scientific and literary reputation of the
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been more calculated upon—the consequences of
a governing body of amateurs and dilettanti never
more glaringly shown—or the confidence of the
head of a department in his power to do as he
pleases more remarkably exhibited—than in the
answer of the Keeper of the Printed Books to
the Trustees, who after the lapse of some years,
and the expenditure of much money on a new Cata-
logue of the Library, ventured to ask him in 1844,
“ At what period, according to the best caleulation
which under the difficulties of the case he could
make, the new alphabetical Catalogue would be
finished in manuseript?”—in manuscript only, be
it observed; to which gentle inquiry they received
this most satisfactory reply—* Mr. Panizzi has the
honour to state, that supposing the titles, cross-
references included, to amount to 800,000, (and
Mr. Panizzi feels confident they will be econ-
siderably above that number,) for works in the
Library previous to 1838, they cannet be written
out, in conformity with the rules now adopted,
before the end of 1854 !

The Public are thus coolly informed, that in
about eight years time, they may possibly have a
manuscript Catalogue, but whieh Catalogue will then
be sixteen years in arrear, for it will not include
any one work received in the Museum since 1838
so that, assuming from the Returns that upwards
of 10,000 books, &e., all of which must be entered
in a Catalogue, are added every year, the complete
manuseript Catalogue in 1854 will not contain any
notice of 160,000 works '—a library in themselves.
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tion presented by the Most Honourable the Mar-
quis of Northampton.” It is also stated in the
Return, that an Index has been made to the late
Mr. Rich’s collection of Oriental Manuseripts, that
many volumes of Manuseripts have been described
and indexed, and that many other volumes have
been arranged and numbered. Parliament might,
however, have been informed, when this General
Index would find its way into the Reading-room,
and when improved Catalogues of all the Manu-
scripts would be completed. We believe it will be
found that no fault rests with the head of that de-
partment ; who, having only four assistants, seems
to have done as much as might fairly have been
expected of him. All the Catalogues of the Manu-
scripts — (perhaps except the Lausdowne)— the
Harleian, the Cottonian, the Additional Manu-
scripts, &e.—are notoriously imperfect ; and what
benefit has the Public yet derived from the progress
made to remedy the defects? Absolutely none for
many years: so that while one department, and that
of the highest value, has been comparatively starved
because it is not a hobby, no expense has been
thought too great in another, for the indulgence of
as many caprices and follies in the compilation of a
new Catalogue, as ever rendered learning ridiculous
or labour useless.

The statements which we have made respecting
the Library of the British Museum are true, or they
are not true: if they are not true, let their error be
shown by proving that good Catalogues of the
Manuseripts exist, and that the Indexes to the
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