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DIPLOMA OF DOCTOR OF MEDICINE
GRANTED BY THE UNIVERSITY
OF PADUA TO WILLIAM HARVEY

IN THE NAME oF CHRIsT, AMEN,

O all and singular who shall see, read, or hear

read the present special grant of a Doctorate,
Sigismund de Capilisti, of Padua, Count of the Sacred
Palace of the Lateran, and of the Court of the
Caesars, and of the Imperial Consistory, etc., gives
salutation in Him who is the Salvation of all men.

A praiseworthy custom was in vogue in old time
among our ancestors, and has lasted to this day, that
they who devoted themselves to the study of the
various parts of divine learning, and became highly
proficient therein, should be enrolled with due honour
in the company of right learned men. A custom,
indeed, of great sanctity, and instituted with excellent
reason, for it is agreeable to law and justice that those
who when proved in a fair contest are pronounced fit
and worthy, should be crowned with the laurel of a
Doctorate.

We therefore make known to you and by the
tenor of these letters testify that on the day of the
date of these presents we, Count Sigismund aforesaid,

3



by the imperial authority long ago graciously conceded
to our family by the invincible Sigismund of blessed
memory, some time ever sacred Emperor of the
Romans, and King of Germany, Hungary, etc., as
appears by his most liberal Grant, fortified with the
Imperial seal and given at Basel in the year 1434, on
the third day of April:

We have listened with immense pleasure of mind
to the noble and erudite William Harvey of Folkestone,
an Englishman, Councillor of the famous English
nation, son of the illustrious Thomas Harvey, learnedly,
eloquently, and in a praiseworthy and excellent style
discussing the themes in Arts and Medicine, pro-
pounded to him by the distinguished and most ex-
cellent Doctors of Arts and Medicine, Hieronymus
Fabricius of Acquapendente, Public Professor of
Anatomy and Surgery; Johannes Thomas Minadous
of Rovigo, First extraordinary Professor of the Practice
of Medicine; Julius Casserius of Piacenza, teacher of
Anatomy, Physic, and Surgery; Georgius Raguseus
of Venice, Second Ordinary Professor of Philosophy,
moreover subtly replying to and lucidly resolving the
arguments, doubts, and cases brought before him.

And in this examination so wonderfully and most
excellently did he conduct himself, and so much force
of intellet, memory and learning did he display, that
very far surpassing the expectations which he had
raised about himself in the minds of all, he was, by
the aforesaid distinguished Doétors wunanimously and
with united voice, and by the votes of all (no single one of
them differing in the least, or dissenting, or even hesitating)
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adjudged competent and perfectly qualified in Arts
and Medicine,

Following therefore the ancient and approved
custom, and taking into consideration the knowledge,
learning, and virtues of the aforesaid noble William,
of all which when examined and tested he has given
indubitable evidence,

We, sitting in the seat of authority, have solemnly
made and created, and do by these presents make and
create him, the noble William, Do¢tor of Arts and
Medicine, granting and conceding to him as truly
worthy and well-deserving of them, Authority and
Liberty to occupy the Magistral chair, and in every
country and place to Lecture, to Repeat, to give
Counsel, to Teach, to Heal, to Dispute, to Interpret,
to decide Questions, to govern the Schools, to make
Bachelors, and to use and enjoy all and singular the
Privileges, Prerogatives, Liberties, Precedencies, Hon-
ours, Favours, Graces, and other Indulgences, by
whatever name they may be called,

Which the Doétors and Masters of the Court of
Rome; of the schools of Paris, Cambridge, Oxford,
Padua, Bologna, Perugia, Basel, Vienna, Ingolstadt,
and other schools wherever situated, in virtue of any
Ecclesiastical, Imperial, or other temporal Privileges
(whether public or private), concessions or Indulgences,
enjoy and use, or might, or shall in the future be able
in any way to use and enjoy:

According to the tenor and contents of our Privi-
lege aforesaid,

Notwithstanding to the contrary any Laws, De-
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