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DR. RICHARD GILPIN. 5

benefice, trusting God for the maintenance of himself &
family, which consisted of a wife & five children.

The king and his council however seem to have been
apprehensive, lest this vigorous step against the presby-
terians might have ill consequences. They were much
inclined therefore to compound the matter, at least with
some of the leaders of the party : & in this view three or
four bishopricks & many inferior dignities in the church
were offered to them.

Among others D Gilpin was represented to the king as
~ a person highly esteemed in the northern parts of England,
~ and as a man of great moderation. Accordingly in filling
up the vacant bishopricks, his name was inserted for the see
of Carlisle: and it was not doubted by his friends, but he
would get over the few scruples he had to the act of uni-
formity ; & accept the preferment : for he had always spoken
- favourably of the church of England ; and considered the
line between the two parties, with regard to their religious
sentiments, as almost an invisible one. But to the surprise
even of his nearest friends, he declined the offer : being
swayed probably by the indecency of appearing to desert
his principles from lucrative motives ; which would certainly
have injured him in the general opinion of men ; & of
course made his influence, in his new station, of little
weight. It is somewhat extraordinary, that the Bishoprick
of Carlisle, sh? have been refused by two private clergymen
of the same family, for Bernard Gilpin bad refused it, when
offered him by Elizabeth.

While Dt Gilpin lived at Greystock, he had been tempted
by an advantageous offer, to lay out the little fortune he
had, on the purchase of the mamor of Scaleby-castle in
Cumberland. Land was then cheap & often in want of
purchasers. As he had not however sufficient to compleat
the purchase, he made up the deficiency by a mortgage.

This was the place he chose for his retreat, after he left
Greystock, hoping by the little income it produced, and his
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WILLIAM GILPIN, ESQ. 87

with relation to Whitehaven. I think in the first place it will be
to take notice of your altar; and that it remains at your
house at Whitehaven. And I think you may correct a remark of
- Dr Spon’s, who as T remember doth somewhere pronounce an in-
seription, that he met with, to be spurious, because the dipthong is
~ in one character & and not in two AE; for by the nicest observation
I can make the dipthongs in your altar are united /. But the stone
is something defaced ; and it is necessary to take some care for its
preservation, which I shall do,*—I must confess, that as to the
~ antiquity of the town, much cannot be said. It owes its present
- flourishing circumstances that it is under, altogether to your care;
by whose influence & encouragement, within these few years, from a
town of 2 or 3 fishing barks to be the owner of above 60 sail of good
ships, which drive a considerable trade, not only by supplying Dublin
- with coals, but also to Virginia, Norway &c to the great improvement
not only of the town but the whole country. And that a just esti-
mate may be made of the trade, I shall shortly procure you an
abstract of the entries in the custom house for this last year.
Yet the place is not altogether so new as some think ; for in the
- grant, which William de Meschines the Lord of Egremont barony
(brother to Rannulph de Meschines) made of Kirkby to the abbey
of 8t Mary's at York (which I think was about the year 1140) the
- bounds are described thus. Totam visam, et totum feedum, inter has
‘devisas, viz, a pede de Whitofthaven ad Kekel, & per Kekel donec
‘cadit in Eyre, et per Eyre quousque cadit in mare &c, from which I
also observe that the town does not owe its name, to the white rocks
- adjoining as is commonly said ; but to some white-toft or house which
might be remarkable enough to give name to & poor haven, as it was
 before your, & Sir Christopher Lowther’s encouragement had made
it so considerable, as it is at present.
It may also be fit to take notice, that BF Grindall was born at

* The altar numbered 874 in Dr. Bruce's * ium Septemtrionale,”
hmdlhlhqrpurt,m&mpu:d:uadb Sir nhnl.-owthufmmlahn
Benhouse, Esq., great grandson to 's entertainer, for £20. (See

Mﬁm vc.l.I E?ﬂru!mﬂhlnnnhp:&jﬁ} It still stands
of Whihhnun Castle, whence Wi Earl of Lonsdale,
not allow it to be moved even when forming his magnificent collection of
m:ﬁmmﬂnﬁmumﬂm ormer page, and respectively
same great work 437 and 434 fmdltbuﬂuhnd:,lndm

found at Birdoswald, are unfortunately lost. 3 .
























DOROTHY GILPIN. 45

name of Griffith, an artillery Officer, and brigade Major in
Edinburgh Castle. He was barrack-master also; & had an
income, which might have been a handsome support with
economy : but economy was a virtue with which he had no
acquaintance. Two persons indeed could hardly be less
equally matched. Tho' he had his virtues, he was at the
same time loud, boisterous & passionate ; given much to
swearing, jovial, profuse, & extravagant. She was mild,
gentle, pious, domestic, generous, & yet frugal. He always
professed a great regard for her ; and shewed it by reducing
her to extreme necessity. Nothing however could subdue
the tenderness of her affection for him. It was founded on
a sense of duty.

At the battle of Preston Panns in the year 1745 he
commanded the artillery ; and being wounded, and taken
prisoner, was carried by the rebels to Perth; where she
followed him with every tenderness she could exert. After
the rebellion was over, he went to London to sollicit payment
for some stores which he had purchased in his own name for
the service of the government. The purchase was well-
meant, but probably imprudently executed. It involved
him in a tedious sollicitation & expence, which added to his
other imprudencies, entirely broke up his affairs. His death
happened soon after; and a small pension with some little
kindnesses from her friends, gratified all her wants. She
died in an advanced age, and was so far from making the
least complaint, that she blessed God for all his kindnesses
to her, through life. Her whole life no doubt in a worldly
sense, was a very unhappy one: but she turned her afflictions
into the blessings of religion.

SUSANNAH MARIA GILPIN.

Susannah Maria the eldest daughter, whom I have
reserved for the last, had all the piety of her two younger
sisters, but with a much superior understanding than either
of them. She had the talents of her father: She married
























JOHN BERNARD GILPIN. 53

when the early marriage does not excite an additional in-
dustry, it may end unhappily for both parties. And indeed,
in almost all cases, in @ worldly sense, the question must be
given up. No doubt, a wife & family coming on, while the
provision is yet scanty, must depress a man, and tend much
to keep him indigent in almost every way of life. But when
two prudent and virtuous young people foreseeing all this,
resolve to draw their desires within the bounds of strict
frugality ; and think they have a better chance for true
happiness by uniting their little fortunes together, than by
courting the promises of the world, there are many casnists
perhaps, who would give the question in their favour. How-
ever deficient they may be in a worldly sense, they have
certainly the advantage in point of virtue. All irregular
desires, in the pursuit of worldly objects, pleasure, wealth
& honor their contracted notions of life controul; & they
bring their ideas of earthly happiness more within the sober
& limited bounds of truth and religion.—With such views
and such limited ideas of worldly happiness, these two
amiable & virtuous young people entered into an early
engagement for life: and in the end it answered their
expectations,

It was singular, that when this marriage was solemnized,
William, the second son married Margaret the second sister.
The same wedding-dinner served both. But Margaret was
thought at that time to marry with much better prospects
in life. Some years afterwards also, Thomas the youngest
son married Elizabeth the youngest sister. This was an
unhappy marriage as was hinted above;*® but she bore a
tender share in all the afflictions of her husband.

Soon after his marriage, Lieut' Gilpin was obliged to
Join his regiment, which was stationed in Scotland. His
father giving him & his wife a kind invitation to live with
him at Scaleby-castle, it continued to be their home for

P

* Bee page 42,



54 MEMOIRS OF THE GILPIN FAMILY.

several years. He once, when the regiment was at Stirling,
carried his wife with him ; where she made some valuable
acquaintances among the Secotch ladies, which she pursued
thro’ life. But in general he was garrisoned in Highland
forts, incamped on wild heaths, or quartered in barracks in
distant parts ; where a family would be disagreably situated :
and indeed his family began soon to be so large, that it
could not be moved without much expence. Once or twice
a year while he continued in Scotland, he had leave of
absence, & spent an agreable month or two with his family
at Scaleby.

His character, by this time, in the Regiment, and wherever
he was known, was very high. In his military capacity he
was much esteemed. In peaceful times indeed an officer
has little opportunity of distinguishing himself: yet a man
who acts always on principle, will make himself distinguished.
Every man has some duties to perform; & he who can on
every occasion, say This is my duty, therefore I will do it ;
is in fact a great character in whatever situation he is placed.
The troops at this time in Scotland were chiefly employed in
making roads—in guarding the coast from smuglers—and
in preventing & quelling riots, to which the country was
then not a little addicted. In all these things L! Gilpin
was active ; tho' the service was often severe. The incamp-
ment of the troops had in some degree a hostile appearance :
for the highlanders were often ill-disposed ; & ready to
attack the king's soldiers, when they had a favourable oppor-
tunity. Once in passing to the isle of Sky in an open boat,
a storm arose, & the Lieut!and his men were saved almost
by a miracle.

In the year 1730, the 12! regiment in which he served,
& some other troops, were incamped in Windsor-forest, where
they were employed in cutting roads thro’ the woods. These
roads, or openings were conducted without any taste, or any
design, but that of making easy communications between
the several parts of the forest; cheifly indeed for the queen,



JOHN BERNARD GILPIN. 55

& other ladies of the court to enjoy the diversion of stag-
hunting in their carriages. Somerville, who wrote his poem
of the Chace at this time, & describes a stag-hunting in
Windsor-forest, alludes to these roads.

Glades crossing glades,
The forest opens to our wondering view. :
Such was the king’s comand. The voice of war
So hushed ; and stationed legions join in works
Of peace—to smooth the rugged wilderness—

To drain the stagnate fen—to raise the steep
Depending road ; and to make gay the face

Of Nature, with th’ embellishments of art,

During some of these incampments he was acquainted
with the late celebrated Col: Gardiner ; whom he knew, I
believe, both before, and after the serious turn which the
Colonel took in the latter part of his life. Many of those
eircumstances he used to mention from his own knowledge,
which D* Doddridge relates in his memoirs of that gallant
soldier.—It was no wonder L* Gilpin was one of his admirers ;
for he himself was as great an instance as Col : Gardiner, of
uniting the character of a soldier with the virtues of a
sincere Christian. The only difference was, that his life had
been innocent throughout ; whereas Col: Gardiner's early life
was rather dissipated. Lieut: Gilpin not only practised
christian virtues, but if 1 may so speak, he set a polish upon
them ; and shewed his brother-officers that a man might
serve God, & believe in a Redeemer, and yet be deficient in
no part of good breeding. He shewed them also, that
neither swearing, nor any other modish accomplishment,
was necessary to form either a gentleman, or a soldier.

And here I cannot forbear inserting a letter from his
wife, soon after their marriage ; which will shew his piety
and the greatness of her mind, better than any other words
I can use. He was on a visit to his brother William at
Whitehaven, where he was seized with a violent pleurisy.
His wife, who was then at Scaleby-castle, was sent for; &
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As he was correet in his life, he was cautious in his con-
versation. One reason for this caution was to avoid any
pretence for quarrel. Duelling was against his principles.
Tho' no man had more true courage he would have trembled
at drawing his sword in a private quarrel. When he had to
do therefore with irritable tempers, he was exceedingly on
his guard ; & as he was a very sober man, & had a variety
of little innocent arts to avoid drinking, which he detested,
he found it an easy thing to avoid quarrelling. Indeed I
never heard, that in his whole life he was engaged in any
personal contest.

His disposition was so remarkably sweet & gentle that it
is on record he was once in a pgssion. The story indeed
came only from himself. He had caught a soldier in some
piece of wanton cruelty ; & the thing coming suddenly upon
him, he flew into a violent passion. I never heard that he
struck the man; but he used always to end his story with
saying, that no man ever behaved so like a puppy, as he did
on that occasion. He always thought great caution was
necessary, where an antagonist durst not reply. His reproofs
therefore to his soldiers, on few occasions were severe. They
were generally addressed with gentlemess to the feelings of
the offender. All people however have not the happy talent
of making reproof palatable. In him it eminently resided.
The following story is an instance. As he was sitting in his
tent, he overheard a soldier frequently swear. He marked
down the number of oaths he swore in a quarter of an hour ;
and then made a calculation what they would amount to in a
twelve-month, at 6 each. He then called in the soldier,
talked to him of the wickedness & folly of swearing, & giving
him the calculation, told him, his colonel’s pay would not
suffice him for the expences of a year's swearing. “ God
bless your honour, said the soldier, I did not think it
would have come to so much ; but I shall never forget your
honour's calculation.”

He was a man of great generosity. To indulge generosity
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hardly in his power; with all his ceconomy, to maintain them.
But he was now quite easy in his ecircumstances. These
companies were the best things of the kind in the army,
each Captain being a colonel of his own company, which he
clothed and paid. How these independent companies are
regulated at this time, I know not.

A few years before Captain Gilpin had obtained this
appointment, he had removed his family to Carlisle, for the
sake of educating his children, so that being upon the spot,
he was put to no extraordinary expence.

He now conceived himself as set down for life : for these
companies are looked on as retreats for old officers; from
which they never remove into marching regiments. Every
idea of promotion therefore was now over, which it is
probable, he w? not have given up, at his age, if he had
not had so large a family. If he had kept his old station
and had survived the war, in which the nation was soon after
engaged, he would in all likelihood have been a general
officer ; and at the head of a regiment. The 12! Regim?,
in which he served, was much employed ; and was afterwards
one of those celebrated six British regiments, whose bravery
and conduct were so instrumental in gaining the battle of
Minden. Kingsley, the colonel, and many of the private
officers, received the thanks of Prince Ferdinand, who com-
manded the army.

But Captain Gilpin was perfectly happy in his new
situation ; and greatly preferred a present competence for his
family, to a precarious reversion of honour and consequence
to himself.

His old soldiers too were perfectly happy under his
command. They had long known him as a resident among
them ; and were prepared to respect him. Often he would
meet one, or other of them on a fishing party (for the many
rivers about Carlisle turned them all into fishermen) and
would accost him in some pleasing familiar manner: Well,
brother soldier, what success have you had ? He would then
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you, said he, on this business. There are four deficiencies
in my company it is true : but if your returns are as exact
“as mine, you can inform the war-office of nothing, but what
they already know : and I am ready to receive my comple-
ment, when they have men ready to send.” This was the
first time his garrison had been reviewed ; but the last time
be heard of a commissary’s fee.

Captain Gilpin was now a more domestic man, than he
bad ever been: and surely no man was ever more happy in
his family ; or made them more happy. His wife, his
children, his servants all partook of his benevolence; and
he might justly be called one of the most faultless men
alive. He had not the great parts of his father, but he was
a man of good sense, and sound judgement, which every
action of his life discovered. I never heard even of an
impropriety in his behaviour. If he bhad any foible, it was
that of being rather too jocular. Among his friends this
jocularity only promoted chearfulness : but among strangers,
(especially among such as had not the sense to distinguish
a jest by its circumstances) his meaning was sometimes
mistaken. He was dining one day with a lady, who set a
very good dinner before him ; but made a thousand apologies
for its not being better. The Captain, who did not wish to
have been treated with so much form, rallyed her a little in
return for her apologies ; & told her he would make the best
dinner he could ; but that, in fact it was not every plain
dish, that suited his palate ; and then ran on a little jocosely
in the epicurean character, meaning to throw an ironical
ridicule upon it, which he thought she would easily under-
stand. But he had taken a wrong measure of her understand-
ing. She thought him in earnest, & being in company
afterwards with a friend of the Captain’s, & the conversation
leading to him, she said, she thought Captain Gilpin was
one of the nicest men, both in his eating and drinking, and
other things she had ever known. The gentleman who knew
him well, seemed surprized, and said, he always thought, if
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~ This however may be said with justice, that his pictures were
~ nearly as good as any that were painted in those days in
~ England ; and if he was not the best painter, he was pro-
bably one of the best gentleman painters of his time. His
most esteemed pictures were in miniature. As his drawing
was good, the smallness of the size made the deficiency in
colouring less observable.

He was a great friend to young artists, & took much
pleasure in bringing them forward. When he lived at
Carlisle, he had sometimes half a dozen young people, or
more, who used occasionally to attend him for instruction.
Mr John Smith,* whose coloured drawings are much esteemed,
received his first lessons from him. Smith was son to his
sister Appleby’s gardener, and on that account first fell
under his eye. The Captain afterwards recommended him,
- as a drawing master to a school near Whitehaven; & from
thence, as a pupil to his son M’ Sawrey Gilpin, who was
kind enough to give him up the latter part of his time, when
d&ord Warwick proposed to send him to Italy.

Another of his pupils was Robert Smirk esq., who is now
a history-painter of eminence, and a royal academician.t He
- always mentioned Capt. Gilpin, as laying the first foundation

of his love for painting.

- M Head was another, who went afterwards to Rome,
where he continued many years, & made his fortune by

being of use to his countrymen, & other stramgers, who
travelled into those parts.}

* His Views of the Lakes of Cumberland and Westmorland, engraved
Merigot, and published by R. Blamire, 1791-1795, are amongst the aer:ﬂl:ﬁ
happiest illustrations of the district.

+ Robert 8. Richard Smirke was, T learn from the Parish Register of
?gruﬁhhﬁwd't hhlph'.md'ﬂﬁ-.:n, Mar. ‘I‘%ﬁth.u}?’:&. He dsiad in Londan,

; - » at the age o years. Two is soms, Sir Robert and
Sydney Smirke, distinguished architects, (the former the designer of Lowther
m]dmhnmmﬂnp!ﬁmdnmidm;mthermﬂhinednhighpﬁﬁm

“‘W‘

: Hai u !‘lﬂd:ﬂlﬂlﬁfﬂﬂfﬂlﬂlﬂ&hhmlﬁlfﬂﬂmlm;ﬂiﬂtﬂ.
¥ known as a copyist, he painted some origi ks
'ﬂbﬂﬂlmﬂu He died suddenly in un,ﬂ::.nlﬂth, umn.r.tpnﬂrur &
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While captain Gilpin was thus enjoying a quiet retreat
at Carlisle, the rebellion broke out in the year 1745. The
rebels after defeating the king’s forces at Preston-pans, and
taking possession of Edingburgh, intended to march as it
was supposed, into England. Capt® Gilpin therefore, who
was the commanding officer at Carlisle, thought it right to
put his garrison, defenceless as it was, into the best state he
could. With this view he threw up some outworks, where
he thought the town weakest—fortified his batteries with
earth, and sand-bags—stored up provisions,—and drew into
the garrison what men he was able. The whole consisted
only of two companies of invalids ; and two undisciplined
regiments of militia, raised for the occasion, & of little use.

While he was taking these steps, the Duke of Cumber-
land, to whom he was entirely unknown, sent down an
officer of his own to supersede him. Captain Gilpin not
taking the least umbrage at having his command removed,
after he had had so much trouble, and taken so much pains,
continued on the best terms with the new governor, and
acted in full concert with him.

The fate of Carlisle is well known. On General Wade's
informing the garrison of his inability to send any succour
from Newcastle, the two regiments of militia mutinying,
left the town; and the impossibility of defending it with
two companies of invalids appeared plainly to all. Tt was
the common cry of the country, that if captain Gilpin had
been left to himself, the town had never been given up: and
go far indeed it is probable, that as he had more credit with
the country gentlemen, who commanded the Cumberland
and Westmorland militia, than a stranger could have, he
might have kept them better together. The Colonel of the
former, Mt Dacre, was his nephew, (his sister Appleby’s son)
and all the other gentlemen were either his intimate ac-
quaintances ; or well known to him, and he to them.
Captain Gilpin himself however, always held a different
language. The Duke, he used to say, could not have done
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him a greater favour, than by superseding him ; and always
spoke of the impossibility of keeping such loose troops
together ; or if they could bave been kept together, of
making any use of them. The British militia was then
neither trained, nor exercised. Every soldier pretended to
be as wise as his Officer; and in fact he was as wise, for in
the two regiments, there was not an officer, who knew how
to draw up a platoon. Captain Gilpin therefore always
thought the clamour against the governor for giving up the
town was hard usage ; and when bhe was tryed, after the
bustle of the rebellion was over, Captain Gilpin went up
to London, a willing evidence in his favour, and brought
him honourably off.*

At the time, when the town was given up, and the
governour, retiring into the castle with his few old soldiers,
many of whom were unable to mount guard, was deliberating
~ whether to hold it out, they who had families in the place
~ could not but be greatly solicitous about them, when the
rebels entered. Nobody left a larger pledge behind him than
Captain Gilpin ; and as he was shut up in the castle, it
~ was not in his power to afford them the least relief. His
wife however, defended herself. When the rebels rushed
tumultuously into the town, & were seeking free quarters
every where, she boldly went out among them ; and seeing
an officer whose countenance she liked, she begged his
assistance. He obligingly wrote his name, which was
- Elphinstone, with a piece of chalk, over the gate, & desired
her to shew it, to any who offered to enter. Many came;
- but under the protection of the name, she put on a bold
- countenance ; and bad them enter at their peril: but not

* That Captain Gilpin exerted himself in every way for the defence of
Mﬂl,ilwhr::nfmm the narrative 'minlhu"j.uthrmtiﬁ Account of the
Occupation of Carlisle in 1745, edited by George Gill Mounsey.” The official
- secount of the Court Martial on Colonel Durand, given in the same volume

fully bears out the statement that Captain Gilpin's evidence led to the
acquittal of the accused, the very officer who had mth-uparndo him.
The Pelhams were the real culprits, in not having provided sufficiently for the
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and others of the rebel leaders, to whom he communicated
his intelligence, and assured them they might expect a
mutiny in the town if they continued before it one day
longer. Counter-orders were immediately issued ; and the
assurance was confirmed by the event.

After the castle was given up, & the capitulation signed,
a variety of difficulties besett those who attempted (as all
did who were able) to leave the place. In general the rebel
forces were under excellent discipline, & did less mischeif
than had been feared. In some cases they were severe. Two
ladies, Lady Lovat (who had been obliged to fly from a
brutal husband,) and lady Elmer, had taken refuge in
Carlisle, and cheifly indeed at captain Gilpin's house, as a
place of the greatest security. But as they were Scotch
ladies, they were treated with less indulgence, than the
English inhabitants of the town. Their coach-horses were
taken from them, and it was long before passes were granted
them. Every body however had difficulties to struggle with;
and happy were they, who could get conveyances of any
kind. Captain Gilpin got two little uncovered carts; and
leaving his faithful old soldier, whom I have mentioned as
baving been wounded at the battle of the Boyne, to guard
his house, he set out with his family for Whitehaven. He
bad several small children, and his wife, who was far from
well, was very near being confined. A miserable journey
they had ; which I shall detail to encourage their posterity
not to sink under trifling inconveniences; & to shew them
that they know not what they can bear, till it pleases
providence to try them.

It was late in the day, at the end of december, in the
midst of a heavy snow, when they began their journey ; con-
ducted by two highlanders, whom the duke of Perth, who
commanded the rebel forces, had given them as a guard.
But the wind, and the snow were so intensely cold ; and the
ground so slippery (the frost just going off) that they found
it utterly impossible to proceed further than a few furlongs






JOHN BERNARD GILPIN. 71

castle, which had killed one of his officers. The fact was
true; but the captain convincing him, that the thing had
not been done where he had any command, but by some
ignorant, indiserete militia man (which was the case) he

was politely dismissed.

They then began their journey a second time, the rain
continuing to pour down, streaming from them thro’ the
carts upon the ground. Wigton, which was only ten miles
distant, was the farthest they purposed to get that night.

But in this short journey they met with many delays.
Several parties of rebels, who had been about the country
getting shoes, & other necessaries (for they came in want of
every thing) often stopped them, & threatened to take away
their horses; but on a short dialogue in erse with the two
guards they suffered them to proceed.—But their greatest
difficulty arose from the stubbornness of one of their cart
horses. The animal was so restive, that it would proceed
only at intervals; and about three miles before they got to
Wigton, made a full stop, & would by no means be induced
to go a step farther. It was taken out therefore, and another
sent for to Wigton ; during which time, the cart, and its
poor shivering contents were obliged to remain in the middle
of an extensive common, with a violent & incessant rain
pouring upon them.—At Wigton they dismissed their guard,
being now intirely out of the line of the rebel march. Here
they staid all night, and till a late morning-hour, next day.
But on leaving Wigton, & entering on a bleak common, they
found the roads so extremely bad from the breaks-up of the
frost, and the snow, which had afterwards fallen, that
equipped as they were, it was impossible to proceed.

They were obliged therefore to stop short at Brayton-
hall the seat of Sir Wilfred Lawson. The family had fled,
(for all people thought themselves safer any where than at
home) but the house-keeper received them with that hospi-
tality, which she knew her master would wish. A sirloin of
beef was immediately laid down for their supper after a
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Another member of this society was the late D* Brown,
author of the Estimate, & the Ezamination of Lord
Shaftesbury’'s philosophy. He was a very ingenious man
and tho’ he had a great share of knowledge himself, his
ingenuity was not a little shewn in turning to his advantage
every hint he received ; and drawing his own deductions
from it. He was on terms of great intimacy with M* Farish,
and their common friends used to say, that he had all the
advantages of MT Farish’s reading. He got the substance of
it from him in conversation ; and by the help of a good fancy
adorning every subject with pleasing images, & beautiful
allusions, made it his own.—His friend was of great use to
him also on other occasions. He was subject to “violent
paroxisms of dejection & melancholy : in short, his reason
rather sometimes disappeared. At all these times, his friend,
who thoroughly understood him, used to sooth & humour his
disposition ; and would bring him speedily to himself, which
a long period of time c¢? not otherwise have done. He was
always however, except when these dejected fits came upon
him, a very pleasing addition to this little society. Among
his other accomplishments he had a turn for poetry, and
wrote one or two little pieces—one on Honor—and another
on Satyr occasioned by the death of M® Pope, which did
him great credit. The latter of these poems fell into the
hands of D* Warburton ; who finding him a very ingenious
man, commenced an acquaintance with him, and soon after
gave him a plan to execute, which M® Pope had formerly
drawn out for an epic poem, tho’ he had made very little
progress in it. The subject was Brutus's landing in Britain,
and D* Brown being pleased with it, pursued it thro’ 2 or 3
books. The MS. of the first book was some time in the
hands of the author of these memoirs, who admired many
parts of it.—But a new pursuit stopped the progress of
it. The D* was recommended to the empress of Russia,
to legislate (as he conceived) in her dominions: and had
drawn up a code of laws, which was said to have been



















































92 - MEMOIRS OF THE GILPIN FAMILY.

Among the papers found in Captain Gilpin’s drawers
were many of his wife's letters; which had been written at
various times, during his several absences. As she was a
woman of an excellent understanding, & of refined senti-
ments, her posterity may be pleased with a few extracts
from them. Love-letters may be amusing, tho’ hardly
instructive; but the sentiments of married love may be
both. The tenderness, & affection of the wife, & mother,
joined to the piety, & resignation of the christian, are all
happily blended together in these letters. As they have no
date but the day of the month, when they were written, I
can only guess at the order, in which they lye; tho' as they
are meant to ascertain no facts, it is of little consequence.

'
May 25.
I please myself much with this opportunity of writing to
you ; because the bearer will deliver my letter himself; & I shall
have the pleasure of hearing, when he returns, how you look,—&
what you said to him—and what sort of a place you incamp on—
& several other things which I wish to know : for notwithstanding
all my resolutions to make myself easy, I shall have many a thought
about you. The time of year makes me fear a return of your ague.—
Your being incamped on so dismal a spot, makes me dread your
being exposed to many hardships.—And, if not, (what I most dread)
to many dangers ; tho' you will not, in any of your letters, give me
the least hint of them. Yet I know my fears are not groundless: I
know you are to engage those highlanders & make them, if possible,
more subject to the laws. But under all this I am, & I hope, you
are, supported by that Almighty Being, who has created & preserved
us; & who I trust will deliver us from all dangers from what kind
soever.—I do not forget to recommend you to his care, and when my
concern for you sits heaviest upon me, I find great relief in making
my application to Him. My He guide & protect you from every
evil! and whatever your share of this undertaking be, may he enable
you to go thro” with it!—I would not have you uneasy on my ac-
count : I live here free from all care & trouble, (except what I bave
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mentioned), It is true I am in a condition not entirely without
fears : but I doubt not by God’s assistance, to get over this, as I did
the other.—If it be a boy, what name shall I give it? If you say
nothing, I will indulge my own fancy, and call it, John Bernard—
that name has something in it peculiarly charming to me.*
It would please you to see how fond little William is of his mama.
He kisses me & hundred times a day, & strokes my face. He is often
my companion in my closet, where I shew him his papa’s picture, &
bid him kiss it, which he does as if he were acquainted with the
original ; & when I ask him whose picture it is? he claspes his little
hands upon his fiace ; & calls it Coy ; for this is his word for every
thing that pleases him.—Pray do not neglect writing to me as often
as possible. Your letters never fail of bringing comfort to your
Matilda.

2.
Dear Sir,

the beginning of this letter was intended for another gentle-
man : but on my sitting down, I found myself indisposed to write to
any body but you-—you whose image is never from my thoughts—
whose conversation fills my mind with a thousand beautiful ideas,
which otherwize had been utter strangers to me. You first taught
me that religion does not consist in forms & ceremonivs; nor in
being of this or that church. It was you who first taught me to
think violent party zeal no virtue; & that a good patriot might
possibly be a man of moderation & temper. To you I owe my
knowledge of history, & love of painting. And it is to your prac-
tical philosophy I owe my present ease & chearfulness of mind, under
the painful circumstance of being parted from you. With a grateful
heart I acknowledge all these obligations to you, & am naturally led
from the consideration of them, to draw a comparison between my
present circumstances, & what they might have been with a certain
great man ; who I believe is this day elected at Carlisle.+ He would
~ have made me richer, & greater. You have made me wiser and

* Margaret Maris, their second child, was born at Sealeby Castle, where
mother was living, June 26th, and baptized July 2nd, lT‘.."’;.I:‘:,r 5 e

+ John Hylton, to whom the allusion is made, was elected M. P, for Carlisle
in 1727, 1738, mﬂl?iﬂ;ﬁaﬁrst'u,pﬁhhij.lhnmrdm:;


















JOHN BERNARD GILPIN, 99

to me, as the thoughts of absence. When will it have an end ?
But that is a question I can soon resolve. Never in this world, To
meet, and part no more, belongs to the bliss above. What signifies
then all this world, & all its empty honours, & unsatisfying riches—
this gay, deluding bauble, that dances awhile before us; and then is
lost for ever? Let us despise il with all its gaudy allurements, &
fix on a happiness as lasting as our souls ; of which we cannot fail,
but by our own neglect.—You will perhaps say, I despise the world
as the fox did the grapes. It may be so. We are unacquainted with
our own hearts; but I flatter myself these are my real notions of
true happiness,.——I have impatiently waited these three posts for a
letter from you, and am really sometimes ready to think you have
not the same pleasure in writing to me as formerly. But I will naot
think so. Oh! if I had any real ground of complaint against you,
at how great a loss should I find myself for language to express it.—
Your little folks are all well & chearful, except when they think &
talk of you. Then they put on their little grave faces in complaisance
~ to me, and wish for you at home. M.* often says, she cannot imagine
what makes her papa stay so long. She does not think the king
himself has any right to make him stay ; and wonders how people
can be so cruel as to keep him from his wife & children.

10.
May 7. 1732.
———7You say, my love has carried me too great a length in your
praise. It may be so: for 1 confess it to be a kind of self-praise,
Nor do I know at what a pitch my vanity on that score may not
arrive. Therefore it is fit to curb it. But your endeavours must
needs prove ineffectual ; for I should not think you deserved so
much, were I not assured you did not think it yourself. But pray
why, my dear, do you pursue the same method you blame in me ?
Consider how vanity lies in my heart, like unquenched embers ;
and the least breath of yours will blow them into flame.——So you
have at last met with Mr Campbell ; who by your sccount is the
same agreable man, he used to be at Stirling. His mother tells me

.H'i -
hl’mnlﬂ';'huﬂyﬂuq.hum at Scaleby Castle, July 26th, and baptized,
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such scholars, was now relaxed. The kernel was taken out,
and the shell only left. On these husks the student fed,
at the time we speak of. This mode of education is now
probably altered. But when M~ G. was at Oxford, all he
gained, was from reading books, which he might have read
any where, as well as at college ; & without the loss of that
time he had squandered on the appearance of doing some-
thing more.—All this even then gave him much offence ;
& his riper years confirmed the estimate he had made of
the unprofitable mode of education, w" then prevailed at
College. Being tired therefore of the place, he resolved to
leave it.

He had lost also an intimate friend M* George Potter—
a loss which he could not repair among his other companions ;
and this made a college-life still more irksome to him. His
friend Potter, and he, had those chambers in an old part of
the college, which had formerly been occupied by the Black
Prince. The situation used sometimes to inliven M* Potter;
who would say, he could read an account of the battle of
Poictiers, in his own chamber, with as much enthusiasm, as
if he had been on the spot. This antique part of the
college stood opposite to St Peter’s church. It was the last
part of the old fabric, that remained ; but was taken down,
several years ago, to make room for the grand building,
wh now compleats the outward court.

‘When M* Potter left Oxford, he went into the army, tho
he had been designed for the church. This was a hasty
measure. But the rebellion of 1745 was then raging; and
his lot threw him among military men. His great parts
made him admired wherever he went. He was misled ; and
his friends wished to throw a shade over the latter part of
his life. MT G. corresponded with him several years; &
still values his letters as strongly marked with wit and
genius.

Nearly about the same time, M* G. now dissatisfyed with
a college-life, got leave of absence, & retired among his
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cricket-players in the village used to resort. The boys bad
orders to leave the ground, if they should find it already
occupied, by the poorest children of the place. But if they
were the first occupiers, to give way to nobody. It happened,
as they were one day playing, some of the farmers came to
the ground. But the boys would not give up the possession
of it. Words ensuing, one of the farmers threw a ball,
which hurt a boy's leg. M® G: immediately sent for the
farmer, and informed him, that if he w? pay a guinea to
the poor, & publicly beg the boy's pardon, the affair should
be made up. The farmer paid his guinea; but would not
submit to beg pardon. The guinea was returned; and he
was informed, he must expect to hear of the affair in another
shape. He went grumbling off : but on second thoughts,
he returned ; and being introduced formally into the
school, he begged pardon before all the boys, of the young
gentleman, whom he bad injured.—By little incidents of
this kind M* G : endeavoured to fix strongly in the minds
of the boys ideas of tyramny and oppression—of justice,
and injustice. Facts would be remembered, when precepts
might be forgotten.

With the same strictness he attended to all eomplaints
brought against the boys: and took care that all injustice
and improper behaviour, tho to the meanest person in the
parish, should be amply repaired.

Walking out, on a holliday afternoon, was another amuse-
ment, in w" M® G : indulged his boys : at the same time
endeavouring to make it an instrument of exciting truth,
honour & integrity.—When the boys came together, after
every vacation, they were required to promise never to go
out of bounds without leave. The promise was entirely
optionable. They who did not promise, only ran the com-
mon risk of being caught : they who did, bad the liberty
of walking out into the country on leave. In general, the
offer was esteemed a public advantage; and rarely above
half a dozen would stand out. These little wretched seceders
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always had of M® Glover's friendship, Drop that matter, he
w? reply, I always loved you.*

M* G: endeavoured also to give his pupils just notions
of religion, as well as of morals. With this view he took
the church catechism for his foundation, and read plain and
easy lectures on sunday-evenings, upon scripture doctrines,
& duties, asking questions of the boys to keep their attention
awake. As he had taken some pains with these lectures, he
abridged and corrected them on his leaving Cheam, and
afterwards published them for the use of young students.
M G. had the pleasure to see this little work pass thro five
editions. It procured him the friendship also of a very
respectable prelate, D* Barrington, Bishop of Durham—then
bishop of Salisbury, who en reading his book, gave M* G.
a stall in his cathedral.t

As another mode of religious exercise, an hour was spent
every morning in reading the seriptures. When the boys
came first out of their chambers, they were combed, &
washed. They were seated quietly in a circle in‘the dining
hall, and each was taken out in turn. During this time,
which was generally about an hour, the new Testament was
read audibly by the bigger boys, till prayers. It was read
also after prayers in the evening. By the continued use of
this practise, the Testament was read over, several times in
the year.—The end of this exercise was to imprint it as

* No more striking instance of the uncertainty of fame can be adduced,
than that it should seem necessary at the present day to append a note to
indicate in how great estimation Richard Glover was held by his contemporaries,
He was ed as a poet of great genius, a dramatist of great power, a
scholar of first rank, a patriot, an orator, and a most able financier. He
was one of the select few to whom the authorship of Junius was ascribed. His

*To the Memory of Sir Isaac Newton " was written in bis sixteenth year,

is great epic of “ Leonidas,” above mentioned, published in 1737, went

through four editions in that and the following year, an extraordinary instance

of success nun.uidering the length of the poem. He was educated at Cheam
Schiool by Mr. Gilpin's predecessor. He died, Nov. 25th, 1785, aged T4,

+ He was collated to the Prebend of Beaminster Secunds in the Cathedral
of El.lilb::{,thq]'uuu 20th, 1783. The income of the stall was under £20 per
annum, @ e ture 1 ered the receipts.— i
Won. Gilvin. Lmt-uﬁ, ;E:I:di nearly cov receipts. — Memoir of
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