The autobiography of Benjamin Franklin.

Contributors

Franklin, Benjamin, 1706-1790.
Royal College of Physicians of London

Publication/Creation

London : Cassell & Company, 1901.
Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/qgbca35h

Provider

Royal College of Physicians

License and attribution

This material has been provided by This material has been provided by Royal
College of Physicians, London. The original may be consulted at Royal
College of Physicians, London. where the originals may be consulted.
Conditions of use: it is possible this item is protected by copyright and/or
related rights. You are free to use this item in any way that is permitted by
the copyright and related rights legislation that applies to your use. For other
uses you need to obtain permission from the rights-holder(s).

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org





































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































168 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

from New York, and had even placed quantities of
small paving stones between the windows of their high
stone houses, for their women to throw them down upon
the heads of any Indians that should attempt to force into
them. The armed brethren, too, kept watch and relieved
each other on guard, as methodically as in any garrison
town. In conversation with the Bishop, Spangenberg, I
mentioned my surprise ; for, knowing they had obtained an
Act of Parliament exempting them from military duties in
the colonies, I had supposed they were conscientiously
scrupulous of bearing arms. He answered me, that it was
not one of their established principles; but that, at the time
of their obtaining that Act, it was thought to be a principle
with many of their people. On this occasion, however,
they, to their surprise, found it adopted by but a few. It
seems they were either deceived in themselves, or deceived
the Parliament; but common sense, aided by present
danger, will sometimes be too strong for whimsical
opinions.

It was the beginning of January when we set out upon
this business of building forts. I sent one detachment to-
wards the Minisink, with instructions to ere | one for the
security of that upper part of the country; au i undther to
the lower part, with similar instructions; and I concluded
to go myself with the rest of my force to Gnadenhutten,
where a fort was thought more immediately necessary, The
Moravians procured me five wagons for our tools, stores, and
baggage.

Just before we had left Bethlehem, eleven farmers, who
had been driven from their plantations by the Indians,
came to me requesting a supply of fire-arms, that they might
go back and bring off their cattle. I gave them each a gun
with suitable ammunition. We had not marched many
miles, before it began to rain, and it continued raining all












172 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

the frontiers was such that my remaining there was no
longer necessary. My friends, too, of the Assembly press-
ing me by their letters to be, if possible, at the meeting,
and my three intended forts being now completed and the
inhabitants contented to remain on their farms under that
protection, I resolved to return; the more willingly as a
New England officer, Colonel Clapham, experienced in
Indian war, being on a visit to our establishment, con-
sented to accept the command. I gave him a commission,
and, parading the garrison, had it read before them, and
introduced him to them as an officer who, from his skill in
military affairs, was much more fit to command them than
myself, and giving them a little exhortation, took my
leave. I was escorted as far as Bethlehem, where I rested
a few days to recover from the fatigne I had undergone.
The first night, lying in a good bed, I could hardly sleep,
it was so different from my hard lodging on the floor of a
hut at Gnadenhutten with only a blanket or two.

While at Bethlehem, I inquired a little into the prac-
tices of the Moravians; some of them had accompanied me,
and all were very kind to me. I found they worked for a
common stock, ate at common tables, and slept in common
dormitories, great numbers together. In the dormitories I
observed loopholes, at certain distances all along just under
the ceiling, which I thought judiciously placed for change
of air. I went fo their church, where I was entertained
with good music, the organ being accompanied with violins,
hautboys, flutes, clarinets, &c. I understood their sermons
were not usually preached to mixed congregations of men,
women, and children, as is our common practice; but that
they assembled, sometimes the married men, at other times
their wives, then the young men, the young women, and
the little children ; each division by itself. The sermon I
heard was to the latter, who came in, and were placed in

























180 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

consideration of the letters that had been read to them ; and
the celebrated Dr. Watson drew up a summary account of
them, and of all I had afterwards sent to England on the
subject; which he accompanied with some praise of the
writer. This summary was then printed in their Trams-
actions ; and, some members of the Society in London, par-
ticularly the very ingenious Mr. Canton, having verified the
experiment of procuring lightning from the clouds by a
pointed rod, and acquainted them with the success, they soon
made me more than amends for the slight with which they
had before treated me. Without my having made any
application for that honour, they chose me a member; and
voted, that I should be excused the customary payments,
which would have amounted to twenty-five guineas ; and ever
since have given me their Transaciions gratis.* They also

* Dr. Franklin gives a further account of his election, in a letter
to his son, Governor Franklin, from which the following is an ex-

. tract :—

“ London, 19 December, 1767.

““We have had an ugly affair at the Royal Society lately. One
Dacosta, a Jew, who, as our clerk, was intrusted with collecting our
moneys, had been so unfaithful as to embezzle near thirteen hune
dred pounds in four years, Being one of the Council this year, ns
well as the last, I have been employed all the last week in attending
the inquiry into, and unravelling, his accounts, in order to come ab
a full knowledge of his frauds, His securities are bound in one
thousand pounds to the Society, which they will pay, but we shall
probably lose the rest, He had this year received twenty-six
admission payments of twenty-five guineas each, which he did not
bring to acconnt,

“ While attending to this affair, I had an opportunity of looking
over the old council-books and journals of the Society, and, having
a curiosity to see how I came in, of which I had never been informed,
I looked back for the minutes relating to it. You must know, it is
not usual to admit persons that have not requested to be admitted;
and a commendatory certificate in favour of the candidate,signed by
ot least three of the members, is by our rule to be presented to the




















































