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BREAKFAST AT OXFORD, JULY 3, 1860,

O O0CASION OF THE

ERECTION or taE STATUE or Dr. PRIESTLEY

IN THE NEW MUSEUM;

WITH A LIST OF THE SUBSCRIBERS TO THE STATUE.

FROM THE CHRISTIAN REFORMER, AvGUST, 1860,
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2 STATUE OF DR. PRIESTLEY AT OXFORD.

F.L.8,, Leeds; Leonard Horner, Esq.,
F.R.8., London, President of Geological
Society ; R. Vernon Harcourt, Baq., Scho-
lar of Christchurch, Oxford, and

of Chemieal Section ; Miss B, Vernon Har-
court ; Rev. Edward Higginson, Swansea ;
Rev, William James, Bristol ; Rev, John
Kenrick, M. A., York ; Rev. Edmund Kell,
M.A., Southampton ; Rev. Thomas Kirk-
man, M. A, F.R.8., Croft, near Warring-
ton ; J. D, Liveing, Esq., M.A., Oxford,
Becretary of the Chemical Seetion; John
Lee, Esq., LL.D., F.R.8., F.8.A., Ayles-
bury ; Thomas Lloyd, Esq., Mayor of Bir-
mingham ; Arthur Lupton, Esq., Leeds;
Ivie Mackie, Esq., Mayor of Manchester ;
James M'Connel, Esq., Manchester, Mrs,
M'Connel ; Charles Moore, Esq., F.G.8.,
Bath ; Herbert New, Esq., Evesham ; Den-
nison Nayler, Esq., Altringham ; Follet
Osler, Esq., F.R.8., Birmingham ; Rev,
B. Price, F.R.8., Sedleian Professor, Ox-
ford ; Mr. H. D, Pochin, Salford; W. O.
Priestley, Esq., M.D., London ; Win. Rus-
sell, Esq., and Arthur Ryland, Esq., Bir-
mingham ; John Shuttleworth, Bsq., Man-
chester, Mrs, Shuttleworth ; Brooke Smith,
Eaq., Birmingham ; E. B. Btephens, Esq.,
London ; Professor Verdet, Paris; Rev,
Robert Walker, F.R.8., Professor of Natu-
ral Philogophy and one of the Sub-delegates
of the Museum ; Rev, G. Walker ; Charles
Wheatstone, KEsq., F.R.8., Professor of
Experimental Philosophy, King's College,
London ; James Yates, Fsq., F.R.8, &e.,
Highgate, Mrs. Yates ; Dr. Zumpt, Berlin.

The chair was filled by Professor Brodie,
at whose right hand sat Dr. Davy, brother
of the late Sir Humphry Davy, and Dr,
W. Charles Henry; and on his left, Fro-
fessor Walker, one of the Sub-delegacy, and
Professor Price, of Oxford. The vice-chair
was filled by Mr. James Yates,

In opening the business, the CaatRMAN
said, however interesting they might be,
their proceedings must necessarily, in de-
ference to other duties which would soon
call them away, be very brief, but he could
not allow the oceasion to pass over without
making a few observations, And first of
all he wished to offer hiz own thanks, and
those of the University to which he he-
longed, to those gentlemen who had com-
bined to enrich and adorn their Museum
with the statue of Dr. Priestley. The two
facts which had occasioned their meeting
that day were in themselves sufficiently
remnrkable : first, that a place was as-
signed in the Museum to the statue of Dr.
Priestley ; and next, that a body of gen-
tlemen were so promptly found willing to
undertake the duty of placing the statue
there. These things were satisfactory.
They indieated the extinction of a great

deal of party feeling ; they told them that
many unworthy sentiments had altogether
died out. Dr. Priestley was a man of
wonderful versatility. He was a great
philosopher ; but, in addition, he was an
active politician and he was an eminent
theologian. He distinguished himeelf not
only in the calm pursuits of philesophy,
but in a variety of other pursuits, in some
of which the opinions and feelings of man-
kind are particularly excitable and sensi-
tive. It required the lapse of a generation
or two before puch a man could take his
rightful position. But even after the lapse
of years a truly great man seldom received
the honour that was his due; when his
claims were recognized, he still received
the homage of only half the race whom his
wisdom benefited. We hold in the highest
honour the memory of Prigsriey. He
was the true founder of Pneumatic Che-
mistry. His name is honournbly recorded
in the annals of English science during the
latter portion of the last century, a period
marked by many great and brilliant disco-
veries. Amongst the names of those to
whom early chemiecal science is indebted —
Black, Cavendish, Lavoisier—we can place
none higher than that of Priestley. To
shew that reverence for Priestley's philo-
sophieal character was with him no new
sentiment, he would read to them (at the
suggestion of & member of the Committee)
a passage from a lecture which he had for-
merly delivered in that University. A
friend had remarked to him in regard to
that lecture, after its delivery, that it was
the first time the name of Priestley had
ever been mentioned in Oxford with praise,
This was not strictly true ; for he thought
his predecessor in the chair of Chemistry,
Dr. Daubeny, had not failed to render
justice to the merits of Priestley.

‘¢ Without a knowledge of gases, a true
theory of chemistry was impossible. The
data did not exist for its construction.
The very facts were unknown for which it
shoull account. No knowledge on this
subject was bequeathed to chemists by the
alchemists ; their discovery was reserved
for a late period in the science, and imme-
diately upon this discovery the true method
of chemistry was invented,

“Up to the time of Priestley only two
gases were known : hydrogen, an imperfect
knowledge of which, nunder the name of
inflammable air, had descended from early
times ; and carbonic acid, the discovery of
which was announced by Black, then a
young man of twenty-one, in the year 1752,
in his inaugural discourse at Glasgow,
And it was only recently that chemists
had become acquainted with the properties
even of these gnses. No methods had been
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4 STATUE OF DR. PRIESTLEY AT OXFORD.

gratified to hear a passage from a letter
lntely received in respect to the statue:
““T am quite satisfied ; Priestley's charae-
ter and attainments are now publicly re-
cognized by the highest seat of learning in
the world. The exiled from his country
is received back again, and takes his place
with the selected great and wise of all
nations.”” The proposal to raise the statue
had found favour with men of all sects
and parties, It had an immediate and
gratifying response from scientific men. At
Birmingham, where the memory of Priest-
ley was reverently cherished, the plan was
warmly adopted, and he desired to men-
tion the assistance given him by the Rev,
Hamuel Bache, the minister who now oceu-
pied the pulpit of Priestley. From Bir-
mingham and other places he had received
subseriptions from persons of varionsranks,
—gome with no particular pretensions to
science, but persons who knew how to re-
spect genius, and who loved virtue wher-
ever it was found. He was pleased to
observe the presence of the Sculptor who
had with such zeal and singular ahbility
carried out the wishes of the Committee.
They had furnished him with the best
materinls, and the result was an admir-
able likeness, In the statue, Priestley
appeared in the ordinary costume of his
age. In the pulpit, he wore the gown ;
in his laboratory, he worked in a white
apron. Mr, Yates further alluded to the
painted portraits, busts, medallions and
engravings from which Mr. Stephens had
worked, and allnded to the pleasure it
had given him, at a recent soirée of the
Royal Society, to exhibit at Burlington
House these various memorials to Sir B.
Brodie, the President of that SBociety (the
father of their Chairman) and to his dis-
tinguished guests, Mr. Yates then deli-
vered with admirable propriety the noted
tribute borne to Dr. Priestley by his neigh-
bour, acquaintance and friend, Dr. Parr,
and published in an Address to the Inha-
bitants of Birmingham :

¢TLet Dr. Priestley, indeed, be confuted
where he is mistaken. Let him be exposed
where he ir superficial. Let him be re-
pressed wheve he is dogmatical. Let him
be rebuked where he is censorious. But
let not his attainments be depreciated,
because they are numerons almost without
a parallel. Let not his talents be ridieuled,
because they are superlatively great. Let
not his morals be vilified, because they are
correct without austerity, and exemplary
without ostentation, because they present
even to common observers the innocence of
a Hermit and the simplicity of a Patriarch,
and because a philosophie eye will at once
discover in them the deep-fixed root of

virtnous principle, and the solid trunk of
virtuons habit.”

Mr. Yates concluded by proposing a vote
of thanks to Professor Brodie for his valu-
able _nuiuhum as the Chairman of the

Rev, Jous Kexricx then rose, at the
request of the Committee, to propose this
resolution — ** That the thanks of this
meeting be given to the Authorities of the
University of Oxford connected with the
new Museum, for their justice alike to
Seience and to the memory of a distin-
guighed Philosopher, in spontanecusly
awarding a site for a Statue of Dr. Priest-
ley, the Father of Pneumatic Chemistry.”
Having read the resolution, he said—I
consider it a high honour to have been
asked to move this resolution, an unde-
served honour indeed ; for though feeling
a warm interest in the object of this meet-
ing, T have not taken a part in any of the
preliminary proceedings. The University
of Oxford has long stood pre-eminent
among the literary institutions of the
country, for classical scholarship ; its su-

iority in this respect is recognized as
?:]?;r by those who are prevented by reli-
gious seruples from availing themselves of
its advantages, as by those who are edu-
cated within its walls. You, Bir, in con-
junction with the gentleman who sits on
your right hand,* and I will add my old
and valued friend, Professor Phillips, are
raising it in science to the same eminence
which it has ocenpied in philology. And
by the act which we celebrate to-day,
Oxford is adding to its former honours,
what I regard as the erowning glory of all,
theological liberality. )

When I have looked on the portraits of
Dr. Priestley, and thought of the treat-
ment which he had received at the hands
of his countrymen, I have been reminded
of the lines in which the celebrated Dutch
scholar, Peter Burman the younger, apos-
trophized his native country, as he stood
before a portrait of Hugo Grotius :

— Anne ideo tantum peperisti patria

civem,

Ut fieres nato dira noverca tuo?
Did his country bring forth such an illus-
trious citizen, only to treat him with harsh-
ness and injustice! With very different
feelings I have contemplated the interest-
ing statue which has been placed in your
beautiful Museum. It is a recognition of
the rank in science which Priestley is
entitled to hold, but which has long been

* The Rev. Robert Walker, Professor
of Natural Philosophy and General Secre-
tary of the British Association,
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discoveries of Pri
Priestley
im and previous speakers
had dome ample justice to his scientific
merits ; but he (Dr. P.) might be allowed
1o add that he was not less remarkable for
i amiability and benevolence ;

WEre now univer-

have been of the

and figure; and the only criticism she
might be inelined to make was, that he
been clothed by a somewhat more

The resolution was unanimously adapted,
and the Rev. Ropr. WarLxer (Professor of

?

a distinguished and injured man of science,
He rejoiced that the statue, for which he
to thank Mr. 8
in so grand and beautiful a building. He
trusted that the Museum would promote,
as it would greatly facilitate, the study of
natural science at Oxford.
Dr. W. C. Hesny, in seconding the re-



6 STATUE OF DR. PRIESTLEY AT OXFORD.

solution, alluded admiringly to the diseri-
minative tribute to the merits of Pri
which had been read to them from the
Chair. He would not attempt to add a
word on that au:;mt ; but he might remind
the founders the British Association
that at their first meeting, held many
years ago at York, his late father (Dr.
Henry) had read a paper in which he bore
testimony to Dr. Priestley’s character as a
philosopher, and to the extent and value
of his scientific discoveries,

Mr. SrerHExs, in acknowledging the
vote, said that it gratified him not a little
to know that the statue which he had
executed was thought worthy of the place
where it now stood, and of the great philo-
sopher in whose honour it was erected.

The Crarrmax, in rising to dissolve the
meeting, the time for which could not be
longer delayed, said that he had always
considersd that amongst the numerous ad-
vantagesand benefits of science, the greatest
of all was the aspiring direction thereby
given to the human mind, and he was dis-
posed to set this advantage above even the
direct results of scientific inquiry. It is
in some respects a humiliating considera-
tion that men should regard it as a thing
of merit, that they are not unwilling to
pay the tribute of great honour to a man
like Priestley. The improved state of
feeling in this country was doubtless due
in some measure to the greater attention
paid to science and the better appreciation
of the value of philosophical investigations,
The recognition of the great and wvaried
merits of Priestley could not be longer de-
layed. It is impossible for any man who
catches the gennine spirit of science to be
intolerant, We have to do with the exact

and minute observation of facts, and with
just reasoning on the basis of them. Know-
ing the difficulties which meet us when
dealing with material subjects, we can the
better form an ides of the difficulty of
attaining to unmixed truth when deali
with subtler speculations, The spirit
science is a spirit of religious and political
tolerance. — The Chairman then acknow-
ledged the vote of thanks to himself which
had been previously proposed and earried,
and in dissolving the meeting asked those
present to accompany him to the Museum
to take a view of the statue, the
inauguration of which was the occasion of
their assembling that day.

Our readers will, we doubt not, appre-
ciate the importance and significance of
this meeting. A few days after it, the
69th anniversary of the riots of Birming-
ham occurred. How great the change |
Then, clergy, magistrates, and even the
sovereign, looked on without disgust at
the wrongs and insults offered to one of
the wisest and best of his race, Now, the
University which embodies the best learn-
ing and the highest social status of the
country, and of which the Heir-apparent
is a member, delights to do honour to the
El'ilnmphnr and the patriot driven during

is life an exile from his ungrateful coun-
try. And the event of placing his statue
in & new and beaatiful Temple dedicated
to Seience, is inaugurated by men who are
themselves honoured members of the Bri-
tish Association, When all the circum-
stances are borne in mind, the meeting
which we have now reported may be re-

a8 a national expisntion of a
done to one of the excellent of the earth,
R. B. Aspranp,

684 JOSEPH PRIESTLEY, LL.D. (1733-1804).
MancuesTeR NEw Corr., Universtty Harr. Jouw Orrg, R.A.

B. near Leeds, 13 Mar. 1733, of a Dissenting family; early applied
himself to acquire ’iagguages and made some progress in Ch@lqee,p yriac,
and Arabic ; stud. nat. science, LL.D., pub. “ Hist. of Electricity,” 1767 ;
F.R.S., Minister at Leeds, 1767 ; Librarian for seven years to the E. of
Shelburne ; obt. the Copley medal for a paper on Air iﬂ.lh “ Disquisitions

on Matter and Spirit,” 1777 ; a ¢ Defence of Socinianism,” and various

; Christian Doctrine ; controver with Dr. Horsley and
works respecting Christia ctrine ; coniroversy wi Re,y 5

Y ol.: nominated a citizen of the Fr. pu
'rtp]}r to Eurl-:e on Fr. Rev 12 inate m iy _‘ :

ulace at Birmingham destroyed his house and library ;

d. 6 Feb. 1804. . .
H'ugt; dark coat, grey wig. Canvas, 30 X 25 in.
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Jauns Yarms, Treasurer. Members of Committee marked *.
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] SUBSCRIBERS TO THE STATUE.
ﬂﬂorgu Irung, an Queen .a'u:.t‘-u'ﬁl e Martin Schunck, Rsq. Manches-
ter., ARty L3 0 0
W E. mlun. B:rmmghuu 1 0 0| John Emnlu, an Ormonde Ter-
James M’Connel, . Ancoats, race, Regent's Park ., 1 00
Manchester ........,....e000s 2 0 0] Brook Smith, Eaq. lemmghnm 1. 0.0
T. M'Connel, Esq. Manchester 1 1 0 Henry 8mith, Esq. ditto.. Lidi gl
D. Malins, Esq. Birmiogham ... 1 0 0 Juhnﬂan'nmjnﬂmith, ]f.aq. M.I‘.
Rev. James Martinesn, (ordon 105, Westbourne Terrace...... 1 0 0
Street, Gordon Bquare......... 1 10 Euuthwmd Smith, M.D. ......... 1 1 0
T. N. Morson, Esq. E-nntlumpt-uu H. K. Spark, th Greenbank,
Row . 1 0 0 Darimgtm: ! 1 00
Thomas Muir, an York Ter- * T W Etandield an Haadmg—
race, Regent's Park .. g Bl ley Hill, Leeds. . s Ll
John Needham, Eaqg. Gloucester Rev. J. J. Tayler, B.A. Woburn
Square 0 o O Square ..... 0 o0
J. 8. Hattlefl}}d. Eﬂq Thaﬂrﬂfﬂ W. J. Taylor, Hmhl]wt, tht.l&
Highgate .......... e b R 1 Queen Street. .. il B
B. D. Naylor, Baq Hmﬁhﬂtﬂr 1 1 0| Messrs. J. C. Thomas and Bro-
Herbert New, Bsq. Evesham ... 0 10 0 thers, Bristol ....... 2 00
Follett Osler, Bsq. F.R.S. Bir- S. H. Thompson, Beq. Thing-
mingham ...........c00 W G T | wall, near Liverpool... p S [ ()
H. A. Palmer, Esg. Bnmhum Thomas Thornely, Esq. Mount
House, Clifton, Bristol ...... 110 Btreet, Liverpool ............... 1 00
*Jmph Parkes, Esq. Wimpole Samuel Thnrntq:-n Bsq. Birming-
S P i 1 0 0 ham ..... 1 0 0
Mt‘l Pnrhal, ditto. ...... 1 0 0] John ngcumba Eﬁq ‘Greenwich 1 1 0
Josiah Parkes, Esq. 11, Emnt Chas, Twamley, Esq. 6, Queen's
College Btreet, Westminster... 2 2 0 Road, Regent's Patk ...l 1 0
Abel Peyton, Esq. Edghaatnm, W. C. Yenning, Eaq. Tﬂkl:nhuunﬁ
Birmingham .............ccc00nen 1 0 0 Yard, Lothbury ............... 1 0 0
Richard Peyton, Esq. Birming- Robt. A. Wainewright, Rsq. 24,
ham . S 1 00 Compton Terrace, Islington... 1 1 0
Mark Phi]ips, Euq Emtt-nrﬁﬂld, Mrs. B. A. Wainewright, ditto 1 1 0
Stratford-on-Aven ............ 5 0 0| William Wansey, Esq. Bognor... 0 10 0
Thomas Phillips, Esq. Birming- T. P. Warren, Esq. Highbury
ham . TR SR | Houss ...... 3 0 0
Henry J. thn, an Austin John Watson, Elq Leinster Gar-
Friars 1 0 0O dens . 2 2 0
*Wm. {}mreud Pnesbiay, H.D. James Wa.t-srluw, B.aq Huntmg
Somerset 8t. Portman Square 1 1 0 ton Lodge, Peckham .........1 1 0
8ir John Rateliff, Birmingham... 1 0 0 | Bydney Waterlow, Esq. Fairseat
Greorge Owen Rees, M.D. F.R.B, House, Hnghgnta A e o e b))
26, Albemarle Street ......... 1 1 0 Cnngmgat.mn in South len,
Edward Rigby, M.D. F.R.5. Bﬁ, Finsbury, by 8. Waterlow, Esq. # 4 8
Berkeley Square .... 1 1 0|J. Webster, Esq. Birmingham... 1 0 @
Peter Mark Roget, M. D, F.R.8. Professor Whutﬂt-nnu, F.R.S.
18, Upper Bedford Flace... .. 2 0 0| Hammersmith.................. 1 ¢ 0
H. E. Roscoe, Ph.D. Professor H. Wiggins, Esq. Birmingham... 1 0 0
of Chemistry, Owens College, W+ Wills, Esq. ditto (deceased) 1 0 0
Manchester ....... 2 2 0| W. Rayner Wood, Esq. Single-
James Russell, M. D. Blrmmgham 1 1 0 tm: !{anchutar % 2 0 0
Arthur H‘.yl.md., an Birming- *James Yates, Esq. F, R.S. Lau-
1 0 0| derdale House, Highgate, I'rea-
w. Bclmlaﬁu]d Esq "M.P. Bir- P e S e R 1
mingham ...... 1 0 0]J. Ashton Yates, Esq. 33, Bry-
Eumllﬂ-nutt,an Cornwall Ter- anstone Square & 074
Regent's Park .. 2 0 0| The Miss Yntauau, Fu'mﬂuld Li-
W. James Secott, Esq. Bu'mmg- verpool . .58 00
ham ...... 1 0 0
Bdward Enhunuk, Ph.D. F.R.8. £212 5 2
Belfield Hall, Rochdale ...... 1 0 0 e ———
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