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two only had been acted upon by the Local Board—namely, the gratuitous supply
of diginfectants, and the house-to-house visitation for the discovery and rmnovﬁ of
nuisances—at the time of my visit. Several members of the Local Board, in con-
junction with the Medical Officer of Health and Inspector of Nuisances, carried out the

ouse-to-house inspection, and in its course a state of things as to nuisance was dis-
covered, for which the Loeal Board, as it frankly confesses, was quite unprepared. As

. the result of this ingpection very many nuisances nmdi:(ﬁatu be dealt with were reported

to the Board, over a hundred of them demanding immediate attention.

Although an &ttmnF- at abatement of the numerous nuisances above referred to
had been made before 1 visited Sidmouth, abundant evidence remained to show that for
some time previous to its recent action the duty of the Local Board as to nuisance
removal and prevention, except in the principal thoroughfares, must have been in
abeyance, w quantity of conspieuous nuisance which came under my observation
from imperfect drainage, neglected privies, and from accumulations of the refuse of
houses, slaughter-houses, stables, and piggeries, notwithstanding the previous attempt
at abatement, was wholly beyond my experience in a place so circumstanced and so
easily supervised as Sidmouth. i

" It is unnecessary for me to give a detailed account of the numerous nuisances and
other unwholesome states which came under my observation. These have been fully
deseribed bg the Medical Officer of Health in his reports, from time to time, to the,
Liocal Board, and I need not do more than state briefly as follows the conditions
under which they have arisen. i

Tmperfect Sewerage and Drainage—The town of Sidmouth is sewered partly by ly -
laid earthenware-pipe sewers (as is reported to me), with outlet into tﬁ sea bdl;l:ﬁ'w-
water mark, and partly by old brick sewers. Of the former—the earthen ipe
sewers *—the provision for ventilation is very inadequate, and I suspeet from the
stench I noted proceeding from the gulleys at more than one lgm'nt that they may
be suffering deterioration from the general neglect into which the mnitn\'geaﬂmiﬁi-,
tration of the district has fallen. The main line of earthenware-pipe sewer is believed to
be kept free of deposit by a stream of water which passes through it. This I doubt.
1t seems to me highly requisite that the earthenware-pipe sewers ghould be subjected to .
examination by a competent engineer, that proper arrangement should be made for
flushing them, and that ample provision should be provided for their ventilation. Of
the condition of the brick sewers very little seems to be definitely known, but the Loecal
Board contemplates replacing them in time by earthenware-pipe sewers. I think that
this replacement and the completion of the sewerage of the town on one system should
be carried out without delay. ’

Much nuisance from imperfect channelling of premises, and impro arrangement
of drain inlets, and in snrlic instances nppnfmlﬂy {e.g., Anchor and,%rhit-hnn'n Yard)
absence of drains came under observation. The nusance arising from defective flow
of drainage from premises, or the stagnation of drainage, is augmented by the common |
use of boulder or pebble paving for yards, This kind of paving under the best cireum-
stances is an impediment to the free flow of drainage from the surface, and 15 apt to
retain filth in the interstices of the stones.

Imperfeet and polluted Water-Supply.—The water-supply is obtained partly from a source -
outside the town, belonging to the Trustees of the Sidmouth Manor,t and y from
private wells. The Trustees” water is reported to be good, and free from liability to pollu-
tion, but unfortunately it is too limited in amount for the El;E[}ljf of the whole of the }
lation. Several of the wells are liable to pollution from the soakage into them th
from imperfect draing, from cesspools, and from the surface. Others become obvi
polluted and a few brackish when the subsoil-water iz backed up by high tides, and
when the river 8id is in flood. Moreover, in parts of the town the wells do not yield a
supply adequate in quantity to the wants of the inhabitants. Thus in the Eastern Town,
for example, a single shallow well with ordinary hand-pump, in one instance, has to serve
the needs of upwards of 350 persong.

There would appear to be little probability at present of an additional supply of
water being obtained from sources outside the Urban District, but it would seem guite
feasible to improve the supply to parts of the town where this is deficient; and
eeomomy of the water would perhaps be best consulted by the establishment of g;lﬁb]]l.‘r
fountains fed with the Trustees' water, as recommended by the Medical cer
of Health. It is probable, also, that certain exeellent springs in the district now
runming to waste could be utilized at a comparatively small cost for the town.

® Tl sum of 11004 for the construction of tlese sewers nnd for sewer veutilation throughout the town, ke,
wus borrowed by the Locsl Board in 1578, ss authorised by the Local Government Board, aftor local inguiry
|l_'f' Mu]ﬂr 'J.'ll”l‘r:!h, H,E,

t This seurce of supply, formerly the property of a Company, has recently been purchased by the Trustces

of the Sidmeuth Manor,
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had also been subjected to n so-called process of cleansing which had merely served
to show how impossible it was, with the original constructions of the styes, to keep them
in anything like a ecleanly condition; while the liquid manure which had flowed from
them for a period of many months, and had heen suffered to form a long deep offensive
pool in rear of an adjacent building, was left untonched.

These examples will suffice to show that the regulation of slaughter-houses and pig-
styes has been practically left to the persons interested in them.

Heowses wafit for halitetion.—Many of the cottages in Sidmouth are old, built at a
time when shelter was the almost sole econsideration entertained in the construction,
some still inhabited are ruinous, others are rapidly falling mto ruin, not a few are
covered in with rotten thateh, and several have not the capacity for a single small
family. Of much of this property it happens fortunately for the future health-welfare
of Sidmouth that reconstruction is in prospect, and this process has indeed begun.
But I am by no means assured that the Board is exercising the requisite super-
vision over the proeess, and over the arrangement of the newer buildin r:l.ich will su
plant the old, that is demanded from it in the interests of health. ith respect to tﬁ;
older cottages, which it might be desirable to have re-constructed,|but of which re-con-
struction is not probable, some of these do not need to be regarded as unfit for habitation,
and in the case of such cottages the Local Board has ample powers to cause such im-
provements in ventilation as may make them less objectionable as dwellings.

The wiver Sid.—The river Sid as it passes, and forms, indeed, the eastern boundary of
the town, partly within and partly outside the Urban Sanitary District, was at the time
of my visit very foul. The stream does not flow into the sea from an open mouth, but
filters through an elevated bar of shingle which crosses the outlet. Behind the bar the
river forms a pool, in which are contained the impuritics brought down by the current.
To these impurities Sidmouth contributes not a little, as may be observed from the Mill
Bridge, where the bed of the river is nsed asa place of deposit for various kinds of
filth, apparently from neighbouring houses, and where also sewage finds its way into the
stream,

The Hamlels.~The hamlets sitnated within the area of the Local Board's district
appear to have been as much negleeted in the several matters which have been referred
to as the town. The unsanitary conditions which there require the attention of the
Local Board are obvious, and the mode of dealing with them has been indicated by
the Medical Officer of Health, With respeet to the questions of sewage and filth-disposal
in these places the Office Report on Excrement Nuisances in Towns and Villages will
probably prove helpful to the Board. With respect to water-supply, it is desirable to
note that the |Iweaant- Medical Ofticer of Health reported to the Local Authority a great
deficiency in the hamlets of Woolbrook and Stoford in 1866, and that he repeats what
he then gaid as still applicable in his report for 1876.

The foregoing is the substance of the observations and suggestions 1 submitted to
the Loecal Board in my conference with it. They cover pretty much the whole of the
funections of the Board as to the prevention of infectious diseases and the removal of
nuisances. In these important respects the duties imposed upon the Local Board
the Legislature have practically for some time been hardly mcignimﬂ. The Local
Board 18 desirous that I should point out to this Board (as, indeed, I have done )
that the discovery of the present state of things in its distriet as to nuisance was mad
by its own action. But while doing this I must at the same time observe that the
reports of its Medieal Officer of Health have since 1873 (the papers in my possession do
not go further back) given full information as to the existence of the evils I have
described, and that with reference to the more important of these the Local Government
Board has from time to time communicated with the Local Board and directed attention

to them.
J. NETTEN RADCLIFFE.
1st September 1877,

RECOMMENDATIONS.

L. TIn vespeet to Infections Disenses—1. A hospital should be provided for the isolation
of caszes of infectious disease.

The hospital for permanent purposes may be a cottage which would give
accommaodation for four patients (two of each sex, in separate rooms), also accom-
modation for the nurse in charge, with kitchen and washhouse: 1t should have
sufficient ground about it to admit of a temporary extension by tents or huts in










