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THE OVARIES. 123

vessel of water in order to learn the nature of the cumulu.s that lies
directly underneath the cicatricula, and of which Fig. 41 18 a repre-

Fig. 41. Fig. 42.

sentation. Tt has been very beautifully produced on wood by Mr.
Gihon, from the original lithograph.

While, with a pair of dissecting needles, tearing the yelk asunder
under water, and removing the broken-down masses with a pipette, he
came upon a “most beautiful ves icle” partly adhering to the
margin of the pore in the apex of the cumulus, and partly detached
from its bed therein. IHis own words are: “ Heee dum lente ope per-
lustro, vesicula formosissima parte margini pori adhserens, parte
libera haud parum mirabundo mihi offertur.” Fig. 42 exhibits this
appearance.

The cavity in which this Parkinjean, or germinal vesicle (the first
that was ever seen), is contained, 1s
represented by Purkinje as in the an- Fig. 43.
nexed cut, Fig. 43, also copied from
his lithograph. It is a cross section
of a portion of the yelk-ball and the
cumulus, with its cavity, in the hollow
of which was found the Purkinjean
vesicle. The transparent vesicle thus revealed is almost as delicate
in its structure as a soap bubble, It can be found only in eggs
that have not been fecundated, such as the pullet’s egg, or yelks taken
out of the ovary, in which, according to Von Baer, it exists, even in
the very smallest yelks. Fecundation abolishes it.

The Student has now a clear understanding as to the germinal or
Purkinjean vesicle, discovered and made known in September, 1825,
This Purkinjean vesicle is the germinal vesicle that is found inside of
the unfecundated yellk, whether of birds or women or other animals.

The next publication in the order of important discovery, was the
De ovi Mummalium et Hominis Genesi. Epistolum ad Academiom
Inperialem scientiorum Petropolitanam, dedit Carolus Krnestus A. Baer.

Zoologise Prof. Publ. ord. Regiomontanus, cum Tabule Aenea. Lips.
1827, 4to.
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