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PREFACE.

TaE circumstances under which this little book i1s pub-
lished may be very shortly stated. Soon after the Medical
Society of Observation had been formed,* it was felt by
the members, that the labour of analyzing and comparing
clinical observations would be greatly lichtened, and the
precision of the observations themselves increased, if the
records of these were in every instance arranged on an
uniform plan. The Society in consequence adopted, with
some modifications, a form of arrangement of symptoms
and after-death appearances, which had been framed by
Dr. Walshe. The publication of this form seeming
desirable, it was referred to a Committee, who expanded
and altered various parts of it, and finally threw it into
its present shape. The supervision of the whole was
intrusted to Dr. Ballard, who has bestowed upon his task
great labour and attention.

The Society believes that this scheme or method of

arranging the clinical and anatomical phenomena of

* The members who took part in founding the Society were—Drs, Walshe,
Jenner, Parkes, Beck, Hare, and SBieveking.
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PREFACE.

disease, will prove useful both to those who desire to learn
systematically with what amount of detail, and in what
order, those phenomena should be looked for, and also to
those who wish to record with accuracy the results of
their experience. It will probably be admitted, too, that
errors in diagnosis are more frequently traceable to for-
getfulness in searching for all possible evidences of disease,
than to misinterpretation of those actually discovered: the
physician proceeding to the investigation of an obscure
case may, then, in a book of the present kind occasionally
find a useful remembrancer.

The Society is fully aware that many portions of their
scheme are far from perfect ; but it is hoped that the diffi-
culties of the task, which have been considerable, may be

received as sufficient excuse,

Loxbpon,
November, 1852,
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