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254 OPIATE FRICTIONS.

when he found a patient could not bear Laudanum,
he ordered three or four tea-spoonfuls to be rubbed
over the stomach and belly ; this, if necessary, he
repeated every six or eight hours. He also mentions
the case of a woman who suffered from vigilantia
and took Opium internally ; and a solution of Opium
in spirit of wine was often applied to her head and
neck, and always gave her ease. Mr. Hill found,
where there was disturbed sleep, rubbing the head
with Lin. Camph. Fort. with 3ss. of Opium to each
ounce, was no contemptible auxiliary in procuring
rest ; and opiate frictions were extensively used
and strongly recommended by Dr. Chiarugi of Flo-
rence.

These narcotic frictions over the head will be
often found useful : even brushing the hair with a
common hair brush for half an hour, will frequently
tranquillize a nervous and irritable patient, I have
repeatedly ordered this to be done, and have seen it
wonderfully calm excitement, especially in females.
In some cases it may be necessary to rub the scalp
with liniments, or ointments, containing Morphia,
Belladonna, Veratria or Aconitine. Within the last
few years, however, I have rarely ordered any appli-
cation to the head, except spirit wash or the ice
cap. 1 believe it to be often positively injurious to
vesicate the scalp ; and whenever either a mustard
poultice or a blister are necessary, I prefer placing
them on the nape of the neck. It is here also I so
often order the ice bladder, and I imagine the






256 MORPHIA.

vomiting, and subsequent distress, not unfrequently
caused by Opium, so that when this disagrees,
Morphia may be tried with more than probable
success. Another great advantage of Morphia is
that it may be continued daily for weeks and even
months undiminished in effect, without increasing
the dose, and without producing any disagreeable
or troublesome symptoms, when if Opium had been
thus administered, dementia or idiotism would have
probably ensued.

Case.—In 1848. Requested to see Mr. , wWho was
said to be * quite mad,” and had been “strange” for some
time ; to corroborate this his brother handed to me a paper,
written by the patient six weeks previously, perfectly discon-
nected and inconsistent. Found him excited and very discon-
nected in his ideas; could not connect sentences, and was very
inconsistent. Spoke much of ‘“the goodness of God,” coupling
it with the most absurd statements, &e.

Prescribed for him at his chambers, requested me not to
waste paper, but to write on a dirty wrapper, refused. As he
lived a short distance out of town, indueed him to walk with
me to Messrs. the chemists. Gave him Cal. gr. iij.,
Col. gr. viij., Ex. Hyoscyami gr. v., in pil. ij. statim; also
Morphie Hydrochlor. gr. ss., Acid. Hydrochlor. Dil. miij., Aq.
Destillate 5j. Great difficulty in getting him, when in the shop,
to take the medicines; he spoke of my * great strength,”
whereas he himself could really have annihilated me. Re-
mained with him; in half an hour he became gradually more
and more rational, soon after sent him home with two friends,
whom he had previously refused to acknowledge or accompany.
By subsequently continuing the Morphia with aperients, he
perfectly recovered, and in three or four days was again in
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274 HYOSCYAMUS.

power. Let it not be thought I advocate its agency
exclusively or alone; but even exhibited by itself
it possesses this power, and when combined with
Antimony and Nitre, becomes doubly efficacious.

Some have strongly recommended Digitalis in
suicidal monomania. Dr. Hallaran mentions the
case of a monomaniac who had been for some time
intent on self-destruction, and who declared that
the propensity was never present whilst under the
influence of Digitalis. Dr. Cless, of Wurtemburg,
was in the habit of giving a spoonful of a strong
infusion of Digitalis every two hours in persons
suffering from delirium tremens; when narcotism
occurred, recovery followed. Out of thirteen cases
thus treated eleven were perfectly cured ; a relapse
occurred in the remaining two cases.

The infusion of Digitalis is sometimes ordered as
a diuretic in early cases of insanity when there is
suppression of urine, and has been found very effi-
cacious ; it is strongly recommended by Dr. Suther-
land. . |

In very many cases the secretion of the kidneys
is much diminished, and this should never be lost
sight of in treating the different forms of insanity ;
diaphoretics, with mild diuretics, being very fre-
quently indicated. Tt is also advisable to test the
character of the urine to ascertain whether 1t 1is
alkaline or acid, and to prescribe accordingly.

Hyoscyamus.—Henbane is said, like other nar-
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