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TO

THE REVEREND

THOMAS RACKETT.

MY DEAR SIR,

IT would be great ingratitude not to
infcribe to you a work that owes its em-
bellithments to your accurate pencil. To
you it is indebted for much valuable in-
f{)}'matiﬂn too, and many ufeful hints with

regard to feleCtion and method.

But, independently of thefe confidera-
tions,—the remembrance of having had
fuch a companion as you, on my journies,

of



-

V1 DEDICATION.:

of our having travelled with the fame
views, and partaken of the fame plea-
fures ;=—but, above all, a fenfe of the
many important advantages I have derived
from your friendfhip would perfuade me
to feize this, and every, opportunity of
teftifying the obligation and refpet, with

which,
1am,
MY DEAR SIR,

Your faithful humble Servant,

W. G. MATON.

SALISBURT,

April 22, 1797.

PRE-
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PREFACE.

(

THE following OBsErRvVATIONS Were made
during two Tours, one comprehending the more
fouthern parts of Dorletfhire and Devonfhire,
and the county of Cornwall,—the other the
northern parts of the two former counties, and
Somerfetfhire ; thefe Tours are accordingly de-
{cribed in feparate volumes, which, though very
unequal in fize, (the length of the firlt journey
having exceeded that of the {econd by almolt
three hundred miles), it was thought would be
a more commodious method of arranging the

matter,
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matter, than if an equal quantity of it had been
contained in each.

My motives to put the materials which I
had colleéted into print were the hopes of di-
refting the public attention to a diftriét hitherto
very imperfeétly defcribed, and the wifh to af-
fift the refearches of thofe who may vifit it with
views and purfuits fimilar to my own. The
information, I am fenfible, is {canty,—indeed it
was {carcely poflible to do perfett juftice to a
fubjeét fo multifarious at the firft attempt, efpe-
cially by a pen fo inexperienced as mine ;—but
I truft I fhall not be found to have deviated
from truth, and it will be my endeavour, if the
work fhould be thought worthy of another edi-
tion, to remedy fo far as I am able the imper-
fections of the prefent.

There 1s certainly no portion of the king-
dom, of equil extent, that exhibits fuch a diver-
fity of interefting objetts as the weftern. For
the ftudy of mineralogy, in particular, and the

mining
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mining art, this diftri¢t poffeflfes fuperior ad-
vantages. Cornwall, a county of quite a pri-
meval ai"pe:ﬂ: in regard to the ftratification of
fubftances, contains an inexhaulftible ftore of
metal in its bowels. The bold mountains of
Dartmoor and Mendip alfo are not without

their metallic trealures, and here too nature ap-

pears in her rudeft and wildeft form,

(44

immunis raftroque intalta nec ullis
Saucia vomeribus.”

Of fublime as well as decorated f{cenery the
moft ftriking fpecimens will be found ; with re-
{peét to the former, fome parts of Cornwall and
North Devon cannot be exceeded in our ifland,
and, as to the latter, the fouthern coalt of De-
vonfhire and many {pots in Somerfetlhire are
perhaps unrivalled.—The ftupendous remains
of ancient architefture,—of ftruttures erefted in
the earlieft ages; the extenfive military works ;
and the more modern relics of monaltic grandeur
fcattered on all fides muft be in the highelt
degree interefting to the antiquary, and cannot

but
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but awaken the feelings and meditations of the

man of general tafte.

It would be a great want both of candour and
gratitude not to acknowledge the afliftance
which I have been fortunate enough to receive
in this undertaking. I derived great advan-
tages on my firft tour from the company of
Charles Hatchett, Efq. F.R.S. whole fkill in
mineralogy is too well known to need mention
here. To Francis Webb, Efq. of Brafted, in
Kent, I am indebted for memoirs of his friend
the late Mr. Giles Huffey, which will occur in
this volume. My obligation to other gentle-
men I have taken opportunities of exprefling in
the body of the work. But there is one whofe
name I cannot mention in any place in terms of
refpect at all adequate to my feelings, or cor-
refpondent to the encouragement which he ex-
tends to every attempt, however humble, to
contribute to the ftock of natural knowledge ;
his liberality and condefcenfion are thewn with

no
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no view indeed but to the interefts of [cience,
which, whilft dignifying by perfonal charatter
and acquirements the chair of one of the moft
diftinguifhed Societies in the world, he has

promoted beyond all prior example.

ODBSER-
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DORSETSHIRE, -
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THE firft objett to engage the attention of
a traveller entering Dorfetinire by the great
weftern turnpike is the Via Iceniana, or Tken- Vialceniana,
ing Street, which appears on the right, after

pafling through a part of Cranborn Chace, and
¥ VOL. I, B crofles
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croffes the road near Woodyates.* It does not
remain very perfe€t in its progrels from Old
Sarum to this {pot, but may be afterwards
traced pretty diftinétly to Badbury, ftretching
over the plains on the left, and approaching the
village of Moore-Critchill.  Spetifbury being
our firft place of deftination, we took the Ro-
man road in fome mealure for our guidance,
and {utveyed the remains of antiquity which ac-

company its courfe.

About a mile and an half from Woodyates”
Inn, we obferved feveral fumuli, or barrows,
fome of which are extremely large. There are
alfo four circular trenches, each about fixty feet

in diameter, and having a fort of hillock in the

# On the left, a large wallum is obfervable, which crofles the road
juft at the point where the Ikening Street does, beginning a little weft
of Grovely, in Wiltfhire, and paffing near Chirkbury, Broadchalk, and
‘Woodyates, and thence in a fouth-eaft direction to the Stour, not far
weft from Chriftchurch, in Hampfhire,==It is fuppofed by Dr. Stukely
to have been thrown up before Cafar’s time, perhaps by the Beps, and
ferves at prefent to divide the couaties of Wilts and Dorfet,

centre,
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centre, that appears to be deprefled or funk 1n  Derfets
the middle. It is probable that thefe laft were
ufed in, the performance of fome religious or
funereal rites, and are coeval with the former;
that they are as old as the Britifh times, feems
evident from the following circumftance : the
Roman road reduces the fize of one of them
that lay in the line of its courfe, the bank being
in one partincomplete. On the declivity of the
hill to the left, there are veftiges of fome exien-
five entrenchments, which afford reafon for be-
lieving that this {pot might once have been the

{cene of an important battle.

We paffed by CriTcuire House,»a feat of Cricchill
Charles Sturt, Efq.* which flands ‘in a well o'
wooded fpot, and is a very large manfion, but
of an irregular form. It was built by Sir Wil-
liam Napier. There is a piece of water, which,

though artificial, has been managed to fuflicient

e ———

- — - . JR— JE—

. * Now in the occupation of the Prince of Wales,

B 2 advan-
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advantage for producing the effet of a broad

fine river,

BapsuRry i$ fituated on a confiderable emi-
nence, about four miles north-weft from Win-
born, the Vindogladia of Antoninus, to which it
appears to have been a fummer ftation. It was
afterwards occupied, however, by the Saxons.
We read of Edward the elder pofting himfelf
here, when on the march to punifh his rebellious
kinfman, Ethelward, who had taken Winborn.
The Roman road leads to the north-eaft en-
trance of this fine encampment, which confifts
of three fomewhat oblong ramparts, and the in-
molft part commands a molft extenfive horizon.
The Ifle of Wight may be feen to the fouth-
ealt, and the Purbeck hills bound the view to-
wards the fouth. A great number of Roman’
coins, urns, &c. have been found here, and are
in the poffeflion of Henry Bankes, Efq. of
Kingfton Hall.

Kineston Harr may be feen from Bad-
bury,
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bury, and-is remarkable for having been a long
time the refidence of James, the firft Duke of
Ormond. It is a large pile of building, and
contains fome admirable pittures* by Vandyke

and other eminent painters.

Taking leave for the prefent of the Ikening
Street, we crofled the river Stour by Craw-
rorDp Bridge.—This Bridge confifts of thirteen
arches ; it underwent confiderable repairs about
the year 1506, when forty days of indulgence
were granted to fuch as would contribute to the
work.t The ftones being placed chequer-wife,
confirm this account of the date of the Bridge,
for it was a fafhion very prevalent at that pe-
riod. We faw no remains of the Abbey of

Crawford,t though the conventual barn is {till

ftanding.

*# Among thefe is p moft beautiful landfcape by Berghem.
+ See Hutchins’s Hiftory of Dorfet, vol. 2, p. 190,
} Tarrant Crawford is the proper name of the village,

B 3 The

Dorfet,

Crawford
Bridge,
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The Nunnery is faid to have been founded
for Nuns of the Ciftercian order, by Bifhop
Poore, who was born here, and for whofe me-
mory I cannot help feeling a veneration, as he
was the founder allo of that beautiful edifice
(juftly the boaft of my native city) Salifbury
Cathedral. This diftinguifhed Prelate gained
the faver of the Pope, by his courtely and
kindnefs to the f‘ipoﬂulic Legate, whom he al-
filted in the adminiftration of ecclefialtical af-
fairs. The zcal and loyalty which he difco-
vered when Lewis, the French King’s fon, at-
tempted to feat himlelf on the Englifh throne,
gained him the attachment allo of his Sovereign,
Henry 11I. to whom, probably, the Bifhop
was moft indebted for his munificent prefer-
ments in the church. After being removed
from the Deanry of Salifbury to the Bifhoprick
of Chichelter, (in which he continued but a few"
years) he came to the epifcopal throne of the

former diocefe. In the year 1225, however, he

was
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was again removed from Salifbury, and exalted

to the fee of Durham,*

SretisBURrRY is pleafanty fituated on the
banks of the Stour, three miles from Blandford,
and is a village of confiderable extent. To the
right of the road palfing through it to Poole,
there is a very perfe€t encampment, (called Spe-
tifbury Ring) which has been confidered by
fome as a Roman, and by others as a Saxon
one. Its proximity to the Ikening Street,
(which runs about a mile diftant) feems at firft
to countenance the former {uppofition ; but the
fame circumftance induees me to. think that it
was conftruéted after the Roman times. If 1t
had been a Roman ftation, the road would cer-
tainly have been made to communicate with it,
either direétly, or by meansiuf a vicinal branch,
no traces of which are to be perceived. Be-

fides, the rampart is nearly circular, and feveral

== —

® Antige Sarifburienfesy pe 1374

B4 Saxon

Dﬂ?ﬁf .

Spetifbury,
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Saxon coins have been found within its area,

The entrance is from the north-weft.

CuArBorovucH, the feat of R. E. D. Grof-
venor, Efq. (which lay in our road to Ware-
ham) is not undeferving of mention. Every
lover of the Britifh conftitution, as eftablifhed
by the Revolution of 1688, mult fecl a reverence
for the fpot where that glorious event was con-
certed. Over the door of a fmall houfe, in

the grounds, appears the following infcrip«

tion, viz;

¢¢ Under this roof, in the year 1686,

A fet of patriotic gentlemen of this place
Concerted the plan of the glorious Revoluation
With the immortal King William,

To whom we owe our deliverance
From Popery and flavery ;

T he expulfion of the tyrant race of

Stuarts H

The reftoration of our liberties ;

Secu-
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Security of our properties ;
Eftablithment of our national honor and wealth,
Englithmen, remember this Era! and
confider that your Liberty by the virtues
of your Anceftors muft be
maintained by yourfelves.

Dorfet.

1780,

Thomas Erle Drax,”

As we approached Morden, a village about
four miles from Wareham, we found ourfelves
incommoded by a deep fand, and on the verge
of a wide heath. The country over which we
had hitherto paffed was wholly of chalk, and
exhibited in general an open, unornamented af<
pett. Our view in front was now terminated
by the hills of Purbeck, but we obtained a

glance of the fea gliding into Poole harbour.

On the heath between Morden and Ware-
ham, Exacum filiforme (marfh centaury) appears
in great profufion, This rare little plant has

never,

Dorjet,
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never, I believe, been found farther northward.
It grows on fpots overflowed in the winter

(locis hieme inundatis.)

WarenaM was once a very large and po-
pulous town, though, in confequence of fre-
guent ravages by fire, devaftations by wars, and

the retreat of the fea from its port, now an in-

confiderable place. In Edward the Confeflor’s

time, it had two mints ; and William the Con-
queror added to its importance by building a

ftrong caftle, of which, however, there is no-

thing to point out the fite, except the name of
Caflle-clofe, a fpot which is now a deal-yard, on
the fouth-weft fide of the town. Traces of
other fortifications may be feen in feveral

Pla{:cs.

Near St. Mary’s Church, there are fome res
mains of a priory, (now converted into a dwel-
ling and malt houfe) which was one of the moft
ancient religious eftablifhments in the ¢ounty,

and is faid to have been founded by St.
Adhelm,
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Adhelm, Bifhop of Sherborne, about the D,
year 70g.

We noticed two churches befides St. Mary’s,
but divine fervice has been dilcontinued in
them, and they are going faft to decay. The
latter is a [pacious, handfome fabric, with an

embattled tower,

At the duftance of four miles from Wareham
ftands the town of Corfe-Caftle. Near the
road a very fine clay is procured ; large quan=
tities of it are {ent from Warcham to Poole,
and thence into Staffordfhire and various parts
of the kingdom, for the manufature of earthen
ware, The colour 1s almoft white, and the
pits appear to be about twelve or fourteen feet
deep.

The remains of the Castrr of CorrEe ap- CorfeCalle.
pear moft firikingly grand at the diftance of
half a mile. The hill on which they ftand is
very high, and abrupt northward ; it feemed

, before
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before we approached it to be in a line with the
lofty ridge that runs from the eafternmoft to the
wefternmoft part of Purbeck, and is interrupted
only by a valley of fufficient extent to difclofe a
full view of the ruin. A compaét white lime-
ftone forms the {ubftance of thefe hills, and ap-

pears to have been ferviceable for filling up the

walls of the Caltle.

On the fide towards the town, afcent to the
Caftle is eafy. We pals over a ftrong bridge
croffing a moat of confiderable depth, and then
under the great gate, which remains pretty per-
fe€t. Proceeding through the firlt or outer
ward, we arrive at the gate of the fecond, the
ruins of which, and of the tower near it, are
very remarkable.  The latter (which once ad-
joined to the gate) was {eparated with a part of
the arch, at the time of the demolition of the
Calftle, and it moved down the precipice, pre-
ferving its perpendicularity, and projeéling al«
moft five feet below the correfponding part.
Another of the towers on the {ame fide is, on

the
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the contrary, inclined fo much, that a {peétator
will tremble when paffing under it.  The fingu-
lar pofitions of thefe towers feem to have been
occafioned in confequence of the foundation be-
ing undermined (for blowing them up) in an in-
complete manner; though indeed the purpofe
was as much anfwered as if they had been fhat-
tered to pieces. On the higheft part of the hill
ftands the keep, or citadel, which is at fome dif~
tance from the centre of the fortrefs, and com=
mands a view of boundlefs extent to the north
and weft. It has not hitherto fuffered much
diminution-of its original height, the fury of the
winds being refifted lefs by the thicknefs of the
walls than by the firength of the cement. The
upper windows have Saxon arches, but are ap-
parently of a later date than another part of the
building weft of the keep, the ftones of which
being placed herring-bone fafhion, prove it to be
of the earlieft ftile. One may difcover that the
chapel is of a very late date, from its obtufe
Gothic arches ; and I have rcally an idea that
almoft all the changes of archite€ture from the

reign

Dﬂfﬁf .
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reign of Edgar to that of Henry VII. may be

traced 1n this extenfive and ftupendous ruin,

We could not view without horror the dun-
geons which remain in fome of the towers : they
recalled to our memory the truly diabolical cru-
elty of King John, by whofe order twenty-two
French prifoners confined in them were ftarved
to death. Matthew of Paris, the hiftorian, fays
that many of thefe unfortunate men were
among the firlt of the Poitevin nobility. Ano-
ther inftance of John’s barbarous difpofition,
was his treatment of Peter of Pontefraél, a poor
hermit, who was imprifoned in Corfe Calftle, for
prophefying the depofition of that prince.
Though the prophefy was in fome mealure ful-
filled by the {urrender which John made of ‘his
crown to the Pope’s Legate the year following,
the imprudent prophet was fentenced to be
dragged through the ftreets of Wareham tied to |

horles’ tails.

The time at which Corfe Caftle was built is
very
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very uncertain, but it is moft probable that the
foundation was laid in the reign of Edgar. It
was certainly a place of great ftrength and im-
portance from the time of his fon Edward to the
reign of Charles I. when it was taken by the
Parliamentary forces, and partly deftroyed by
gunpowder. Lord Chief Juftice Bankes was
Governor at this laft-mentioned period, but, be-
ing abfent when an attempt was made upon it by
Sir Walter Erle, his Lady acquired great honor
from the refiftance which fhe made.—The ma-
nor {till remains in the pofleflion of that family.
When complete, Corfe Caftle muft have been
one of the moft magnificent fortrefles in the
kingdom. Its circumference is full half a mile.
The fcattered fragments of the walls, the incli-
nation of the towers, and the loftinefs of the fi-
tuation, cannot fail to firike the traveller ex«
tremely ; and he will not, perhaps, lament that

he cannot fee it in a more perfeét ftate.

It was here that Edward, fon of Edgar, is
faid to have been affaffinated, by order of his

mother-

Dﬂ!‘ﬂ-
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mother-in-law, Elfrida. How this aflaffination
could give the unfortunate Monarch any claim
to be confidered as a martyr, I have always
been at a lofs to conceive. It mult have been
the affettion of the monks, more than the man-
ner of his death, that was the means of gaining
him fo glorious a title. Here too another ill-
fated prince endured a part of his misfortunes—
I mean Edward II. who was removed hither a
prifoner from Kenelworth Caltle, by order of
the Queen, and her favourite, Mortimer. This
was the preparatory ftep to his murder, which
took place at Berkeley Caltle, in Gloucefter-

fhire.

The town of Corfe-—C.a{’tlé, though a borough,
is a miferable place, and of very {mall extent,
The church feems to have been built at an
early period. Two Saxon pillars remain at the
porch fupporting a Gothic arch, which was

evidently {ubftituted for a ruinous circular one.

A tolerably good road leads direétly from
Corfe
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Corfe-Caltle to Swanwich, and the diftance is
about fix miles, but we preferred taking rather
a longer route, in order to enjoy a more exten-
five view. Our track lay over a part of the
range of hills mentioned before ; it is not paf-
fable, however, in a carriage. Having afcended
thefe mountainous heights, we turned about in
order to oblerve once more the majeftic ruins
of the Caftle, which, relieved by the broad
fhade of the hills behind them, were extremely
bold and piéturefque. The- valley on our
right exhibited a moft agreeable intermixture of
cottages, gardens, and paftures ; and on the left
we faw the full extent of Poole-harbour, which
had all the ftillnels and calmnefs of a great lake.
But a more {ublime {peétacle awaited us, Pro-
ceceding over NiNe-Barrow Downx, we ob-
tained a view, not only of the town and bay of
Swanwich, but of a valt tra&t of the Britifh
Channel beyond it, the fandy fhores of Hamp-
fhire, the white cliffs of the Ifle of Wigh, and
to complete the altonithing effett of the fcene,

Y OL. I C a tleet

Dorje,

Nine-barrow
Down.
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Dorfet.  a fleet of an hundred fhips failing with a fine
gale weftward.

Nine-barrow Down, derives its name from
nine barrows in a line, which are f{uppofed
to be of Britifh conftruftion. According to the
late trigonometrical furvey, the moft elevated
part of this down is fix hundred and forty-two
feet above the level of the fea, reckoning from
low-water mark. The ridge terminates at
Handfaft-point, (near Studland) the white
front of which is oppofite to the high point near
the Needles, and I cannot help thinking that it
might once have formed a part of the fine chain
of hills that pafles by Mottefton-down, towards
Brading-harbour, in the Ifle of Wight. From
Handfaft-point the ridge may be traced in

nearly a ftrait diretion almoft to Luckford-
lake,

Enchanted with the amazing extent and grana
deur of profpett which appeared from Nine-
barrow Down, we gazed, inlenfible of our pro-

grefs,
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grefs, until the fteepnels of the road (now wind-
ing down the fide of the hill) excited our alarm,
and induced us to difmount, and lead our horfes.
Reaching at length (what was called) a turnpike-
road, flanked with bold fwells of ground, we
{foon found ourfelves on the fand of Swanwich-

bay.

SwaNnwicH is f{ituated in a very low fpot,
but it enjoys a pleafing {ea-fcene, bounded by
Peverel-point, on one fide, and Studland-fore-
land on the other. The bay is extremely com-
modious for the bathing machine, and, of courfe,
attraéts a few families to the town in the water-
ing feafon. A great quantity of ftone is thipped
from the quay, and previoufly cut into conve-
nient mafles for paving and building. We were
informed that nearly fifty thoufand tons are put
on board annually, the beft fort felling for twelve
fhillings per ton at the veflel. Having taken
up our abode for a night at an inn fituated near
the fcene of bufinefs, we were awakened at fo

early an hour by .the chipping of ftone, and the

c2 vocal

Doret,

Swanwich,
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vocal mufic with which the workmen chofe to
amufe themfelves, that we did not feel ourlelves
much difpofed to rejoice at the profperity of the
trade. All the houfes are of ftone, the quarries

of which are clofe to the town.

The ftone juft mentioned is compofed of
fhells and other marine exuvie, clofely cemented
together by a calcareous {fpar, Immenfe rocks
of it extend along the coaft to St. Adhelm’s
head, and beyond, and it feems to be the dafts
of the fouthern part of Purbeck. It exhibits
different degrees of finenefs, and the decompo-
fition of the fhells is much farther advancedin
fome {pecimens than in others. Some may be
cut to a very fmooth furface; this fort, (of
which the pillars of Salifbury Cathedral are

compoled) is called Purbeck-marble.®

In the interftices of the flrata of limeftone

e — — — — e
e h—

* Saxum fufco-albidum, of Da Cofta,
See Nataural Hiftory of Foflils, p. 3524

about
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about Peverel-point we obferved numerous
glittering cryftals of fclenite, formed in a fort of
fibrous marl. The f{urface of this marl is here
and there covered with a fine farinaceous gyp-
Jfum, and it appears alfo in an indurated ftate,
conftituting alternate firata with the limeftone.
~ Pyrites abounds in the latter, and hence the ful-
phuric acid concerned in the formation of the
felenite and gyp/um {eemsto be obtained,

The fhore about PEVEREL-POINT is very
dangerous to mariners, Large maffes of rock
(which fell, probably, at fome period or other,
from the adjacent eminences, undermined by
the {ea) lie at no great depth below the furface
of the water, and in fome places rear their heads
above it. It was here that the memorable wreck
of the Danifh fleet, in the year 877, is fuppoled
to have happened. A violent ftorm (and, pro-
bably, their ignorance of the coaft) carrted them
clofe to the point, and one hundred and twenty

fail were wholly loft,

j C 3 I'rom
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From Swanwich we made an excurfion to the
village of Studland, the Aggleftone, the Ifle of
Brownfea, and Poole.—It is advifable to take a

boat at Swanwich, and thence to coaft along
firft to Studland.

Stupranp is fituated near a romantic range
of cliffs, which end in a narrow neck of land,
called the South-haven-point, and form a boun-
dary to Poole-harbour. The cliffs are com-
pofed of a compatt yellow fand-ftone, in which
there are feveral grottos and cavities, darkened
by overhanging fhrubs.—Ferrugincous fand-
ftone abounds throughout the north-eaft part of
Purbeck, which is a bleak unfruitful heath; and,
on account of its pn;}}:imit}r to the {ea, cliffs and

heaps of fand are continually accumulating.

Moifl {emi-oxygenated particles of iron, it is
well known, have an agglutinating power ;—the
AccLEsTONE, therefore, which is compofed of
ferrugineous fand-ftone, appears to me to have
been formed on the fpot, and there can be no

necellity
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neceflity for fuppofing that the Druids (if it be
true that it is a Druidical monument) would
bring fo enormous a mafs from a diftance.—
This extraordinary infulated rock, is fituated on
the heath, not far from Studland, and is about
eighty feet in circumference, at a medium, the
height being about twenty. It is fomewhat in
the fhape of an inverted cone. The fpot whereon
it ftands is raifed like a barrow. This circum-
ftance occafioned the conjetture that it was
crefted as a monument to fome Britith chief,
interred below. Whether it was intended for
a fepulchral memorial, or whether the heap of
earth was thrown up only to render the top of
the rock acceffible, the name Aggleflone* cer-
tainly feems to fthew that it was ere€ted for fome
fupcrﬂitiuﬁs purpofe.—The country people call
it the Devil’s nighé-cap, and there is a tradition
that his Satanic Majefty threw it from the Ifle
of Wight, with an intent to demolifh Corfec
Calftle, but that it dropped fhort here !

| ==

® From the Saxon balig-flan, is e boly flones
C 4 I'rom
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From Studland cliffs, the oppofite fhores of
Lymington and the Ifle of Wight feemed to
unite, and form an immenfe bay. Hengiftbury-
head {ereened from our view the town of Chrift-
church, but we faw feveral of the adjacent vil-
lages. The blaze of a meridian fun dyed the
fea with a variety of beautiful tints, and rendered
the feene before us ftrikingly fplendid and in<
t{:rclﬂing.

A narrow {pace of fea feparates Purbeck
from the Ifle of BRown~sEea, which it may not
be amifs for the naturalift to explore, but it is
not inviting to an ordinary traveller, there being
nothing to attratt his attention, except an em-
battled manfion, called Brownfea Caflle. This
building was ere€ted by the corporation of Poole,
and fortified by them at the time of the civil
wars, for the defence of the harbour and town.
The late Humphry Sturt, Efq. made confider-
able additions to it, and, retaining only a bat-
tery for the protetltion of the mouth of the
harbour, rendered it a very convenient refidence

for
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for the enjoyment of fea air. The ifland is not
more than three miles in circumference, and is
a wild, expofed fpot, though there are planta-
tions of firs near the houfe, and fome parts are
made to produce a little corn. Being fituated
at the mouth of Poole-harbour, through which
a ftrong current will fometimes drive, 1t cannot
always be vilited with fafety.—Time would not
allow us to furvey Brownfea minutely, but I
have no doubt that a botanift (with the advan-
tage of leifure) would find much amufement
in it.

The land oppofite Brownfea, is called the
NortH-ssorE. Here moft of the Englifh
marine fhells may, at particular feafons, be col-
leéted.—The colle&tor is molt likely to fucceed

after what is called a ground fea, and a fpring
tide. ‘

The profpeét, as we proceeded up Poole-
harbour, was uniform and uninterefting. From
the quay the ruins of Corfe Caftle may be feen,

but

Dﬂffffl

North-fhore.
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but mifts are continually hovering about the
fummits of the furrounding hills, and render
them obfcure,

PooLrE* is by no means well built, the ftreets
being narrow and irregular; it is, however, a
populous large town, and is {uppofed to contain
feven thoufand inhabitants. The Newfound-
fand trade was the caule of its great increafe
within thele few years, and is its principal fup=
port. There is a large importation of deals,
from Norway, and the eaftern part of the county
obtains its fupply of Newcaftle coal chiefly from
this port.—The town is fituated at the extre-
mity of a peninfula, the fea furrounding it in
every direttion, except the northern. Being
on the borders of a wide, defolate heath, and on an
unfheltered fhore, it is far from being inviting,
By a charter of Elizabeth, this place was made

* The name of Peuole originated, probably, from the {moothnefs E:f the
harbour, which appears like a flanding water, or pool,

a county.
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a county within itfelf, and enjoys an extenfive

juriidiétion, and very conliderable privileges.

On the fhore we found employment of a
very laborious kind, having to contend almoft
with impenetrability itfelf, in order to obtain
{fpecimens of the various mafles of rock, depo-
fited by fhips, which bring them as ballaft,
We were much pleafed with our mineral ac-
quifitions, among which were many fpecies af
granite, porphyry, bafaltes, &c. but our grati-
fication would have been much greater, could
we have traced out their native fituations. In

the eyes of the aftonifhed (and perhaps pitying)
fpettators, we certainly gained neither credit
nor refpett for our pains. Even fome of my
Readers would have been inclined to fmile, I
believe, if they had feen us wielding our for-
midable Jarge hammer, and exprefling our rap-

ture at every fplinter that yielded to its force.

We were informed of a fingular appearance,
with refpe€t to the tides, in Poole-harbour.
The

Eﬂlj@-
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The fea ebbs and flows four times in twenty-
four hours ;—twice when the moon is at fouth-
caflt and north-weft, and twice when fhe is at
fouth by caft and north by weft. Two of thefe
tides feem to be occafioned by the Ifle of
Brownfea, which obftruéting the water as it
runs towards the mouth of the harbour, caufes
it to flow back again;—this is the fecond
flood.—In the harbour the ebb and flood ap=

. pear alternately every fix hours, The ebb, at

low water, between the coaft of Hampfhire and
the Ifle of Wight, runs fo ftrong that it fhoots
into Poole-harbour, (which lies in the line of
its courfe) {o that when it is low water at Hurft

caftle, it is high water here,*

As we returned towards Swanwich, we ob-

* The Euripus (feparating Eubea from the main land) is faid to be
affected by tides in a ftill more remarkable manner, ebbing and flowing
Jeven times in twenty-four hours————

¢ Euripus undas fle€tit inftabilis vagas,
¢ Septemque rurfus fle€tit, et todidem refert,
¢ Dum laffum Titan mergit oceano jubar,™
gencc, Here. Oci. afl. 3.

ferved
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{erved Salfola fruticofa, (thrub ftone-crop) grow- — Deret.
ing very abundantly, about a mile from Poole,
on the north eaft fide of the harbour.—Santo-
lina maritima, (fea cud-weed) another of our

Pplanie rariores, has been found hereabout.

Having completed our obfervations at Swan-
wich, and in its vicinity, we direfted our courfe
towards St. Adhelm’s (vulgarly called St Al-
baw’s) head, one of the moft elevated parts of
the Purbeck coaft. In our way, we had fight
of a fine fweep of the fea, bounded weftward by
the bold promontory of Portland, and eaftward
by the cliffs of Frefhwater, melting into the
atmofphere.

St. ApnerLMm’s HeEaD did not fail to recall St. Adhelm’s
to our memory the lofs of the Halfewell Eaft- i
Indiaman,* with the melancholy circumftances

that attended it. The cliff bearing this name

— =)
i 'm - - e ——————— S S

* Wrecked near this cliff, January 6, 1786,

rifcs
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rifes to the height of four hundred and forty
fcet, almoft perpendicularly, and caverns in it
may be perceived through the fiffures on the
top. The ruins of a fmall fquare chapel, ftand-
ing on the very brink of the precipice, and ex-
poled to the full fury of the winds, add to the
awful cffeét of the fituation. It was dedicated
to St. Adhelm, and feems to have heerl anciently
a chantry, in which religious rites were per
formed for the fafety of mariners, whofe perils
muft often have been moft audibly announced
to the prieft, by the thundering roar of the
waves againft the rocks. Some part of the
roof (which is fupported by a fingle mafly pil-
lar, and four circular arches, croffing in the
centre) has fallen in, but enough of the building
remains to delerve the attention of the anti-
quary, who will be pleafed with the fimplicity

of this curious {pecimen of Saxon architecture.

We now proceeded towards Kimmeridge,
remarkable for its foflil (or ftone) coal.—We

had intended to take a dire& courfe along the
cliffs
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cliffs from St. Adhelm’s head, but were foon
convinced of the impraéticability of this plan,
by feeing the chafms which interrupt the rocks
on the fea fide. Being obliged, therefore, to
take a much longer route, we paffed by En-
combe, the feat of W. M. Pitt, Efq. We had
no reafon to regret the prolongation of our
journey, as our track brought us to fpots un-
like what we had expetted. Decp valleys (our
defcent into which was, in fome places, almoft
perpendicular) with here and there a pi€turefque
groupe of cottages, a clump of trees, rapid rills
gliding down from the higher grounds, and oc-
cafionally an opening to the Channel, had a
pleafing and romantic effett.

Enxcouse is fituated in one of thefe valleys,
ornamented with feveral fine plantations, and a
piece of water near the houfe fo happily ma=-
naged as to have the appearance, from the
windows, of fﬂrming. a part of the fea, which
terminates the view along the valley. Here
{ftood the ancient feat of the Cullifords, which

being

Dorfei
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Dager.  being much decayed, was entirely pulled down
in the year 1734, and an elegant houfe erefted
on the fite of it by the father of the prelent

worthy pofleflor.

Leaving Encombe, we followed a road which
led us over a noble eminence to the coalt again,
Kimmeridges gnd we {oon found out KimMERIDGE,—a mifer-
able village, fituated about a mile from the {ea.
The ridge terminates here abruptly, but the
ground prefently begins to rife in the fame
diretion. We had loft the thelly lime-ftone,
and ¢ébferved that the hills were now compofed
of a white compaél fpecies, with veins of chert,
which are very narrow, and appear only towards
the bafe of them. There {eems to be a tranfi=
tion of one of thefe {ubftances into the other,
for we difcovered that fuch parts of the veins of
chert as were contiguous to the limeftone effer-
velced flightly with acids, forming an interme-
diate {pecies as it were; both had a ftrong
bituminous fmell when rubbed with fteel. The

Strata
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[ftraia make a confiderable angle with the ho-

rizon,

The foffil-coal is dug out of the cliffs clofe
to the fea,®about twelve or fourteen feet from
the top. It is nothing more than an argillaceous
flate in a high degree of impregnation with
bitumen, and of a blackifh brown colour. The
principal bed feems to be about three feet deep,
but does not extend far from the fhore.—In
order to fee how this {ubftance burned, we
intruded ourfelves into a little hamlet, a {moke
from the chimney. of which announced to us

that the procefs of roafting or boiling was going

on within. A good old woman fatisfied our

curiofity, by fhewing us that it burned very
freely and gave out a'ftrong-degree of heat.

There is a pleafant valley, running weltward
from Swanwich, which we croffed, and afcended
the lofty range of hills, mentioned before, in
defcribing the fituation of Corfe Caftle.—The

profpet hence is as vaft as it is magnificent.
VOL, I, D Chrift-

Doryeta
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Chriftchurch, Ringwood, and Lymington were
difcernible, and a large traft of the New Foreft,
the whole landlcape being finely fet off, at this
time, by large maffes of thade, formed by the
partial elouds which floated in the @mofphere.
=—OQur ride along this commanding eminence
towards Lullworth, gave us a diftin€t idea of
the geography of Purbeck, which certa.inl}r does
not deferve the name of a peninfula, much lefs
that of an i/land, for Luckford-lake (its boun-
dary to the weft) feems to be too inconfiderable
a fiream to be taken into the account. Pur-
beck is bounded by the fea in every other di-
re€tion, except indeed the northern, where it is
walhed by the Frome. The face of it, {fouth-
wardly, is diverfified with hill and dale, inter-
{perfed with brooks, and enriched with corn-
fields, coppices, and paftures. The {oil is alto-
gether calcareous, and, for the moft part, a con-
tinued mafs of limeftone, either white and un-
mixed with fhells, or brownifh and replete with
them. We faw no flint until we defcended
¥ wards Lullworth, when large nodules appeared.

~T hat
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—That part of Purbeck which lies north of the = Dez/er
ridge is a fandy unfruitfil heath,—the fame as
extends to Bere and Morden, and {urrounds the

whole of Poole-harbour.

LurrworTH CasTLE, (the feat of Edward Lullworth
Weld, Efq.) fituated at Eaft Lullworth, appears ST
to great advantage as we defcend the Purbeck
hills. It is a {quare, embattled manfion, of con-
fiderable height, and flanked with four circular
towers. It was built about the year 1600 by
Thomas, Vifcount Bindon, out of the materials
of Mount Poynings and Bindon Abbey. The
latter was fituated at a very fhort diftance.

At Lullworth Caftle the connozffeur will have
the gratification of feeing a collelion of por-

traits, in pencil, by the late Mr. Giles Hufley. Giles Hufley.,

The notions entertained by this very inge~
nious artift, and the principles which he prac-
tifed in the exercile of his profeffion, were very
peculiar.  He contended that the principles of

D 2 harmony
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harmony obtained generally, throughout nature,
and even in the proportions of the human form,
thefe proportions being as delightful to the eye,
in works of art, as they are, in {founds, to the
ear; and that the former fenfe was as capable
of judging of thefe harmonious proportions as
the latter. Ideas fimilar to thefe indeed were
entertained by many of the early philofophers,
particularly by Pythagoras,* but it does not
appear that they were ever applied, or extended,
in {o extraordinary a manner as by our artift.
He always drew the human head by the mufical
{cale, alledging that every human face was in
harmony with itfelf; that however accurate the
delineation of .it from nature might be, in con-
{fequence of an artift having a very nice eye and
hand, yet fome little touches neceffary to com-
plete the likenels would be wanting, after all

poffible care; and that the only true criterion

.

& ¢ Mavre tow appone.”’

Harmony prevails in all things.
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by which it could be known that any two things,
in drawing, were exaéily alike, was to procure
a third, as a kind of mean proportional, by a
comparifon with which the exaét fimilarity of
the other two might be proved. Accordingly,
after he had fketched a drawing of a face from
nature, he applied thereto his mufical fcale, and
obferved in what correfpondent points (taking
the whole face, or profile, for the oflave, or
fundamental ) the great lines of the features fell,
Adhering to his principle, that every face was
in harmony with itfelf, (though fometimes it
might be a concordia difcors) after the key note

was found, he of courfe difcovered the corre-

{pondent ratios, or proportions; fo that if, on

applying the {cale thus rettified, as it were, to
the drawing, he found any of the features or
principal points of the face out of their proper
places, by making them correfpond to the fcale,
he always perceived that fuch correftions pro-

duced a better and more chara&eriftic likenefs,

A friend having once remarked to Mr. H.
D 3 that

Dorjet.
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that, though this principle might hold true re-
{peéting the whole of the human frame, when
drawn quite formal and-upright, and to the

human face, (efpecially in profile) yet he doubted

whether it would apply in all the various atti-

tudes into which the human body might be
thrown,—he replied, you will find that my
principles hold good univerfally, if you con-
fider thefe different attitudes as different bars
in mufic. Having produced a Madona and
child of Carracci, he exemplified his meaning.
The child was ftanding on one leg, the other
bent, and leaning on the Madona’s breaft.
“ This,”” faid he, * is a beautiful boy, and ele-
gantly drawn, but now I will trace him exaétly,
apply the {cale, and correét every part thereby,
and then we fhall fee if he come not out more
beautiful ftill, and more elegant.”” He did fo,
and the intended cffeét followed. Thus much

muft certainly be allowed by all who have feen

Mr. Hufley’s pencil drawings from life, that he
has preferved the beft charaéteriftic likenefles

of any artift whatever ; and, with refpett to thofe
of

R e T RO LN TR R
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of mere fancy, no man ever exceeded him in

accuracy and elegance, fimplicity and beauty.

The academical drawings which he left at
Bologna (notwithftanding the fchool has been
often purged as it is called, by removing old
drawings to make room for thofe of fuperior
merit) are preferved to this day, and fhewn, on

account of their great excellence,

It would be wrong to conclude my digreffion
on the fubjett of Mr. Hufley, without adding
fome account of the perfon and manners of that
extraordinary man. He was of a middle ftature,
remarkably well made, and upright even to the
laft. His eye was quick, intelligent, and pierc-
ing, and it changed, as well as his whole coun-
tenance, with aftonifhing rapidity and expreffion,
according to the various emotions of his mind.
By habitual temperance, carried almoft to excefs,
Mr. H. enjoyed firm and uninterrupted health.
His application to ftudy was indefatigable and
unremitting. He ufed to fay that he was never

| D 4 weary,
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weary, and that he could apply himfelf ten hours
in a day to ftudy, without languor or fatigue.
He had a natural turn for geometry, and by his
peculiar ufe of figures was enabled, in a fingular
manner, to give very concife and elegant {olu=-
tions of mathematical problems. Had he not
been a devotee to a {yftem of religion, the great
principle of which is a fubjettion of the mind
to authority, whereby the native energy and
[pring of the underftanding muft neceffarily be
impaired, and, in fome inftances, wholly fub=
dued, he would probably have rifen to a very
confiderable eminence as a [cientific man. He
was ferious, but not morofe—grave, yet deco-
Joufly cheerful, and the purity of his mind was
unblemifthed. His modefty was that of un-
adulterated youth., His humility was equal to
his modefly, yet he knew his own powers, and
felt his firength and fuperiority, whenever he
faw arrogance afluming, or conceit infulting,

In fhort, he appears_to have been a truly great

and good charaéter,
motives, made a voluntary refignation of all his
worldly

Having, from religious
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worldly poffeflions to a near re)ation, he retired

to Beafton, near Afhburton, in Devonfhire.
Here, as he was one day employed in garden-
ing, he fuddenly fell down, and as if by  firoke
etheréal flain,” inftantly expired. This hap-
pened in June, 1788, about three months after
he had completed the feventy-eighth year of
his age.*

Within

# Left the above fketch of the charafter of Mr. Hufley fhould be
confidered as too partial, I cannot avoid inferting the words of that emi-
pent and liberal artit Mr, Barry, who thought the former worthy of a
diftinguifhed place among the illuftrious men reprefented in the great
room of the Academy of Arts, and who is by far a better judge of his
profeffional merit than I can poffibly be, ¢ The public (fays he) are
likely never to know the whole of what they have loft in Mr. Huffey,
The perfections that were poffible to him but a very few artifts can
conceive, and it would be time loft to attempt giving an adequate idea of
them in words,—My attention was firit turned to this great charaéter by
a converfation I had, very early in life, with Mr, Stuart, better known by
the name of Athenian Stuart=—an epithet richly merited by the eflential
advantages Mr. S. has rendered the public, by his eftablithing juft ideas,
and a true tafte for the Grecian arts, The difcovery of this truly intel-
ligent and very candid artift, and what I faw of the works of Hufiey,
had altogether made fuch an impreflion on my mind, as may be con-
ceived, but cannot be exprefled. With fervor I went abroad, eager to
re-trace all Hufley's fteps, through the Greeks, through Raffaelle, through
difle€ted nature, and to add what he had been cruelly torn away from by a
laborious intenfe ftudy, and inveftigation of the Venetian fchool, Inthe

hours
I
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Within Mr.Weld’s grounds, there is an houle
appropriated by him to the accommodation of
{fome emigrant Monks of La Trappe, who wear
their proper habits, and praélife undifturbed all
the rigid duties prefcribed by the founder of
their order. The fituation of the monaftery*®
cannot fail to fofter that religious enthufiafm
under the influence of which alone {o fingular
an inflitution can continue to gain or preferve
votaries. A fine vale in front of it affords an
uninterrupted profpett along the quiet banks of
the Frome to Poole-harbour, and through a
moft beautiful opening, formed by a fudden
finking of the hills which bound the view to the

]
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hours of relaxation, I naturally endeavoured to recommend myfelf to the
acquaintance of fuch of Mr. Huffey’s intimates as were ftill living ; they
always fpoke of him with delight, and from the whole of what I could
learn abroad, added to the information I received from my very amiable
and venerable friend Mr. Mofer, fince my return, Hufley muft have
been one of the moft friendly and companionable of men, and the fartheft
removed from all fpirit of ftrife and contention.”

* Since my vifit to Lullworth Caftle, I have been informed that the

fociety now refide in a houfe built folely for their raceﬂtim, near Ware
barrow cliff, ;

fouth,
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fouth, the main fea difplays itfelf, either in the
ferenity of a calm, or the awful horrors of a
tempeft. The woods of the park {creen and

clofe in on the monaftery to the north,

The monaftic order of Lz Trappe is of French
- origin, and one of the moft auftere and felf-
denying of all the inftitutions of this nature.
One ftrong inftance of their unfocial and un-
natural difcipline is the profound filence which
is enjoined them, and which is never broken,
unlefs on very extraordinary occafions, and
with the leave of the fuperior of the convent.
They fhun the fight of women, and in their diet
are fo abftemious, that they live folely on vege-
tables, never tafting flefh, fith, or wine. Their
employment, in the intervals between their re-
ligious rites, is generally the cultivation of a

garden, or any other manual labour,

The founder of this order is faid to have been
a French nobleman, whofe name was Bouthillier

de Rance, a man of pleafure and diffipation,
which

Dorfet.
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which were fuddenly converted into the deepeft
devotion and melancholy by the following cir-
cumftance : His affairs had obliged him to ab-
fent himfelf for fome time from a lady with
whom he had lived in the moft intimate and
tender connexions. On his return to Paris,
he contrived a plan in order to furprife her
agreeably, and to fatisfy his impatient defire of
{eeing her, by gﬁing without ceremony or pre-
vious notice to her apartment, She lay ftretched
out an inanimate corpfe, disfigured beyond con-
ception by the {fmall-pox, and the furgeon was
about to {eparate the head from the body, be-
caufe the coffin had been made too fhort! He
was a few minutes motionlefs with horror, and
then retired abruptly from the world to a con-
vent, in which he paffed the remainder of his
days in the greateft felf-mortification and de-
votion.¥ The lively and fenfible Lady Mary

Wortley Montagu makes the following remarks,

o —
— — —

¥ See Lady M. W, Montagu’s Letters, vol, 3, p. 128,

after
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after vifiting one of thefe f{ocieties eftablifthed
between Fierenzuola and Florence :—*“ I can-
not well form a notion,”” (fays her Ladyfhip)
“ of that fl;iritual and extatic -jny that is mixed
‘with fighs, groans, hunger, and thirft, and the
other complicated miferies of monaftic - difci-
pline. Itisa firange way of going to work for
happinefs, to excite an enmity between foul and
body, which nature and providence have de-
figned to live together in an union and friend-
fhip, and which we cannot feparate like man and

- wife when they happen to difagree.”’

WEesT LurrworTH is about two miles from
Eaft Lullworth. It is much frequented by vi-
{itors from Weymouth, on account of its vici
nity to Lullworth Caftle and the curiofity of the
cove, but is a very fhabby village.

The diftance of the Cove from our inn was
not a mile.—This cove is a fort of natural
bafon, into which the fea runs through a wide
gap 1n the cliff; fufficient for the entrance of a

{mall

Dorfet.
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fmall veflel. The rocks around it rife to a
great height, particularly thofe oppofite the en-
trance, which are compofed of a hard, white
calcareous grit. Thofe ncarer to the main fea
confift of a fhelly limeftone (fimilar to that of
Peverel-point and St. Adhelm’s head) and chert,
and it is obfervable that the ftrata of thefe fub-
ftances on one fide of the cove correfpond ex-
attly to thofe on the other, both in direttion
and texture. It may be remarked too that the
whole range quite from Peverel-point make the
fame angle* with the horizon, or nearly fo,
pitching, or dipping, in gencral to the north.
The rocks weft of the cove have been under-
mined in a fingular manner by the fea, and there
are large, grotefque caverns, through which it
pours with an awful roar. Immenfe maffes feem
juft ready to drop into the deep, exhibiting marks
of fome wonderful convulfion. Alterations in

their afpett daily take place, and the depth and

— — — - -
- — —- e -

* About forty-five degrecig

extent

B il i,
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extent of the fea within the cove have confider-
ably increafed even in the memory of feveral

natives of the village.

Alca Torda (razor-bill) and 4. arélica (puffin)
lay their eggs about the rocks of Lullworth.
They generally make their firft appearance to-
wards the middle of May, and migrate before
the end of Auguft. The former depofits its
eggs on the bare rocks, and even thofe belong-
ing to different birds are placed contiguous to
each other; but, what is ftill more remarkable,
they are fometimes {et upon one end, it is faid,
on the fmooth rock in an exatt equilibrium.
Thefe eggs are food for the country people,
who often run moft terrific rifques by trufling
themfelves at the end of a rope to the ftrength
of only one perfon above, if whole footing
fhould be infecure, they muft both tumble down
the precipice together.—We faw Corvus Grac-
culus (chough) flying over our heads, and were
told that this bird builds, though in fmall num-
bers, in the cavities of the cliffs.

Among

Dorfet,
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Among the vegetable tribe inhabiting Lull-
worth Cove we noticed Euphorbia Portlandica
(Portland-fpurge.) Lichen concentricus appeared
on the veins of chert, and a ﬁﬁgular variety of
Fucus nodofus on the fhore,

On the eaftern fide of the village, and over-
looking the cove, is a fortification confifting of
three ramparts and ditches, and with two en-
trances, one on the fouth-eaft, and the other on
the fouth-weft. Its formis oblong, but its ram-
parts are very flight on the fouth fide, which is
next to the fea. The people of the village call
it FLowERBURY HILL, but no idea can hence
be formed whether the encampment be Britifh,
Roman, or Saxon. Hutchins, in his Hiftory
of Dorfet, conjetures that Flower is a corrup-

tion of Florus, the name of fome Roman officer,

By the time that we had fully furveyed the
Cove, the day clofed, and the moon beginning
to fhed a beautiful luftre on the furface of the

waves,




" WESTERN COUNTIES. 4G

waves, prefented us with a truly delightful fpec-

tacle.

s« O’er the diftant billows the il eve

e Sail’d flow,””
EOWLES,

. The tide gently rippled againft the rocks, the
broad white foreheads of which refletted large
malfles of light, and formed a fine contrafl to the
gloom of the overfhadowed fea in the Cove ;—
the heavens were {erene ;—not a whifper of
wind was heard ;—and, in fhort, the beauty of the
whole {cene was fo uncommonly exquifite that it
leemed to have been raifed by enchantment.
We quitted this fpot with relufance, and not
without many a paufe to take a farcwell peep

at 1t.

A contemplative mind will always feel an in-
defcribable pleafure,—a peculiar kind of inter-
nal ecftacy, which exalts its attention above the
ordinary revolution of ideas, at a {cene like
that which I have mentioned. It will feel too
an involuntary 7religio, which if encouraged can-

ROL Y. 5 E not
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Dorjit. not but have an ufeful effe€t on the moral order,

and fenfibility of the heart.

Wifhing to continue our courfe along the
coaft, we proceeded from Welt-Lullworth to
Weymouth, and pafled as near as poffible to the
fea; in tonfequence of which we were much re-
tarded hy cates, hedges, and marfhes. The af-
pett of the country is wild and dreary, and no-
thing occurred to interefl us, exfsept the multi-
tude of barrows, which furround Weymouth in
every direftion. A ridge of limeftone hills,
wathed at their feet by the fea, extend almoft the
whole way. There is a wide profpeét to the
right, and the obelifk in Mr. Pleydell’s park, at

- Milborn, becomes a very confpicuous objeét.

Weymouth, WEYMoOUTH, (fo well known as the refort of
people of fafhion for the convenience of bath-
ing) including Melcombe-Regis, is an extenfive
populous place. The fhore is covered with a
fine fand, and fo flat, that, it is faid, one might
walk three hundred feet into the fea, without

being
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being more than knee-deep. The two towns
are {eparated only by a bridge croflihg the river
Wey, (which here fallsinto the {fea) and were con-
joined by an aét made in the reign of Elizabeth.
They fend four members to Parliament, who
are eletted by the freeholders. A confiderable
trade is carried on with Newfoundland and

other countries,

hMalcc:mbe-Regis was the birth-place of Sir
James Thornhill, the painter, whe reprefented
it fome time in parliament.- In the parith-
church there is a large and fplendid altar-piece,
painted and prefented by him in 1721. Sir
James died in 1732, leaving one daughter mar-

ried to the celebrated Hogarth.

There was formerly a caftle, called SaxpEs-
roor, for the proteftion of the harbour, but it
1s now in ruins, and applied to no purpofe what-
ever. Lcland defcribes it as ““ a right goodly
and warlyke caflel, having one open barbicane.’’
Its form was a parallelogram. There was a

E 2 plat-
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platform originally on the fouth part of it for
cannon. The walls, when entire, muft have
been both thick and lofty, and the whole ftruc-
ture handfome. Henry VIII. built caftles on
various parts of the coalt after his defeion from
the fee of Rome, being apprehenfive of an in-
vafion, and Sandesfoot feems to have been
eretted at that period. From this {pot there is
an extenfive view of the Channel, but the moft
delightful place for a wide fea-fcene is the
Eﬂ;famde. Here the fine line of eminences
that run along the coaft on the lefi, and the
heights of Portland overtopping the rifing
ground on the right, fhut the fea into a magnifi-

cent bay.

The fhore about Weymouth produces at par-
ticular feafons a great number of fhells. The
late Dutchefs Dowager of Portland (whofe rich
and fplendid cabinet will long be the theme of
naturalifts) was particularly fuccefsful here, but
her Grace was often fhamefully impofed upon
by the filhermen whom fhe employed to drag.

The
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The botanift may be much enriched by the
great variety of Fuci which are thrown upon the
beach ; if ftationary here for fome weeks, he
might no doubt find all the {pecies that inhabit
the fouthern coaft of England. The gaiety and
buitle of a fafhionable watering place, howevér,
are very unfriendly to the refearches of the fhy
naturalift,

PO RT LAND,

Is jeined to the main land by a bank of pebbles
called the Chefil-bank, which is nearly fe-
venteen miles in length; it reaches Abbot{-
bury at the diftance of ten from the peninfula.
*The narrow arm of fea that runs between this
bank and the Weymouth fide is called the Fleet,
over which there is a ferry, about a mile from
that town, and two miles from Chefilton, in
Portland. The water is not more than a ftone’s-
throw wide, but the current is often very {trong,

and not a little intimidating to horfes,

E 3 On
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On reaching the Chefil-bank, our attention
was firflt attraéted by the profufion of Euphorbia
Paralias ({ea-fpurge) which grows very luxuri-
antly a great part of the way to Chefilton, and
is often miftaken by young botanifts for Euphor-
bia Portlandica. Juflt after croffing the ferry,
Afparagus Officinalis appears, but very fparingly,
and fo diminutive that it may eafily efcape ob-
fervation,

Cuesivton is the firft and largeft village in
Portland, and from this place, where it com-
mences, the Chefil bank takes its name. Here
is a very comfortable hoté/ (one 1s forbidden to
give it the degrading old Englifh appellation of
inn) and we took up our abode at it the night
after our arrival, intending to make our grand
furvey of the peninfula the following day ; in-
the mean time we viewed the vicinity of the

village.

In front of Chefilton ftands Portland Calltle,

commanding Weymouth road, and the refidence
of
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of the Governor of Portland whenever he honors
the peninfula with his prefence.—This was one
of the laft fortreffes in the weft of England that
held out for the unfortunate Charles I. and the
natives were fo well affefted to the royal caufe
that it was a great check upon the garrifon at
Weymouth. It isa very {mall building how-
ever, and incapable of refifting any attack.—
On the wainfcot of a little clofet, over the gun-
room is the following quaint infcription, viz.—
“ God fave Kinge Henri the VIII. of that nawme,
and prins Edwarde, begottin of Queene Fane, my
ladi Mari that goodls virgin, and the ladi Eliza-
beth fo towardli with the kinges honorable coun-
felers.”’—The caftle was built by Henry VIII.

probably at the fame time as Sandesfoot.

The rocks on the weftern fide of the penin-
{ula are, in fome places, tremendouily high,
and large malfles lie {cattered on the fhore.
They are compofed of a whitifh freeftone, or
calcareous grit, containing molds, or larve, of
various fhells, and emitting, when rubbed with

E 4 fleel,
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Dorfet.  fteel, a bituminous {mell like that of the lapis
Juillus. 'The grit is cemented together by a
calcareous pafte, but the molds of entrochi, ver-
tebre, &c. which the flone contains, refemble
in their compofition the hammites, of Pliny, for
the granules feem to unite only by the natural
cohefive power of their furfaces.—The name of
freeflone is very expreflive of the ufeful pro- =
perty of the Portland ftone in enduring to be
cut in any direftion, whether horizontal, per-
pendicular, or parallel to the fite of the firata.
Bearing the injuries of the weather equally well
in every pofition, it is extremely ferviceable in’
building, and very generally ufed throughout
the kingdom. It firt came into repute in the
time of James I. who made ufe of it, by the
advice of his architetts, for the Banqueting_.'
houfe at Whitehall. St. Paul’s and many other
magnificent edifices were built with it.—In fome
parts of the rocks are immenfe ammoniie, and
we could trace regular veins of chert fimilar to
thofe near Kimmeridge. We were informed

that a flone coal alfo like that of the village juft

men-
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“mentioned is found in Portland; when burnt
to athes it is ufed for manure, and perhaps to

an arg:lﬂaceﬂus foil may be of great ufe.

Whilft we were making our obfervations, gulls
and a great varicty of water-fowl fluttered over
our heads. Amidft the fcreams and wild notes
of thefe birds, the roar of the waves, the alpine
alpett of the rocks, and the dufk of evening,

there was a fort of gloomy grandeur that highly
interﬁ:ﬁed us.

We commenced our tour of the peninfula at
a very early hour.—Having afcended the high
ground above Chefilton, we pﬁrfucd a road lead-
ing towards the light-houfes at the {outhern ex-
tremity of Portland. We feemed to be now
about two hundred feet above the level of the
fea.—Quarries appeared on each fide of us juft
after we had reached the fummit of the hill, but
thefe were not very confiderable ones, and we
“found their pfﬂdu&iuns exattly fimilar to thofe

of the rocks below. The firatum worked for

fale

Dﬂ-’ﬁf .
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Daer.  fale is nearly parallel to the furface of the ground,

and but a few fect below 1t.

The whole [pace before us had a very wild,
naked, and defolate afpeét, and there was nothing
to attraCt cur attention in advancing towards the
light-houfes but the new church, which. ftands in
about the centre of Portland, and is an handfome
modern edifice. Its lofty {pire ferves as a fea-
mark.—Though the building was completed at
fo late a period as the year 1764, I have been
informed that the timbers are already becoming
rotten, and that new pews mult fpeedily be .
provided. This circumitance fhews the great
dampnefs of the ﬁllllli:ltiﬂrl, which feems to be the
effett of the fogs that are continually hovering
over the peninfula. On this account the harveft
is always late here, though indeed it is nota
large portion of ground that has been culti-
vated.

In the fouth-eaft part there is good pafture
i e
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for fheep, and the Portland mutton is much

elteemed.

. We obferved aftonifhing fwarms of Gryllus
campeftris (field-cricket.) The very ground
feemed compofed of animated particles leaping

and adhering to every thing that traverfed it.

The two light-houfes ftand at a very little
diftance from each other. One of them is al-
moft new, and bears an infcription fignifying
that it was built by order of the corporation of
the Trinity-houfe, for the guidance of mariners,
and as a mark of Britifh hofpitality to all nations.
The danger of the adjacent coaft rendered the
ercflion of fuch edifices very neceffary. Scarcely
under water there are innumerable mafles of
rock, (records perhaps of ancient ravﬁges of the
{fea*) and thefe extend in a fouth-weft diretion

1o

# Very large portions of land have funk into the fea in diffcrent parts
of the Potsland coaft within late years, In December, 1734, nearly one
hundred

Dﬂ?ﬁf}
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to a great diftance off the coalt, and eaftward
even as far as St. Adhelm’s-head. In the for-
mer direttion there is a conflux of the tides
from the French and Englifh fhores. Thefe
circumitances together occafion a very perilous

{urf, generally known by the name of the Race
of Portland. |

I have often thought that light-houfes, and
other buildings of the fame kind, which from
their very defign muft be durable, might be
uled for afcertaining the changes produced on
the coaft in a certain feries of years, and there-
fore made of eminent fervice to gealn’gy; No-
thing is more eafy than to infcribe on fome
confpicuous part of fuch an edifice the diftance
of the fhore, or of the high-water mark, at the
time of its completion.—This idea I was much

pleafed to find realized by the new light-houfe

—

hundred and fifty yards on the eaftern fide fuddenly gave way, and fell inte
the fea, occafioning by the fhock feveral large chafms, At no later
period than the year 1750 too, a huge portion of rock was torn from the
main land, R ]

,-u] :
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in Portland, which informs us on the outfide

how far diftant it is from the margin of the
land.

The new light-houfe is full fixty feet in
height. At the top are the lights, which are
maintained by the new patent lamps, each placed
between a lens and one of Bolton’s reflettors,
fo as to throw a concentrated blaze, as it were,

to an immenfe diftance.

We now pafled over fome corn fields, and
reached the fouthernmoft point,—a pile of rocks
undermined and excavated by the fea, and
prefenting feveral fingular grots* and chalms.
Thefe rocks are compofed of a limeftone a-
bounding with fhells; in fa&, the peninfula is

one continued mafs of ftone with a very thin

|
it
|

#® There is one very large and remarkable cavern, called Keewes's Lol
which was pointed out to us by our guide as one of the wonders of Port-
land; indecd the infide of it had fomething uncommonly ftriking in ite
appearance when we looked down, and the effet is heightened by a ceale-
lefs, folemn roar of the waves,

layet
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layer of vegetable mould. The bed whereon
it refts feems to be clay which appears, at low
water, on feveral parts of the fhore, and alfo
about fix feet below the Chefil-bank. On the
eaftern fide of Portland a few trees appear, but
the vegetation of fhrubs, . throughout the penin-
fula, is fo fcanty that ftone-walls make the ufual
feparation of property.—The Vicars® houfe (as
it is called) {tands on this fide; a few fragments
of walls, however, are the only remains of that
ancient manfion. Not far from it ftood the
old church. The old caftle is fituated on a
fine, commanding fpot. It is fuppofed to have
been built by William Rufus, and is generally
known by the name of Bow and Arrow Caflle.
The walls are of a pentagonal form, and per-
forated with a great number of loop-holes.—
Robert, Earl of Gloucefter, took poffeflion of
it for the Emprefls Matilda, in the year 1142,
and this 1s the only hiftorical anecdote refpeti-
ing it that I can find.

The rocks here exhibit a truly bold and
awful
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awful appearance, the precipice being tremen-

doufly fteep. The fea foaming and dafhing at -

~ the bottom adds much to the effeét of the fcene,
at which the traveller will naturally paufe,

though he muft contemplate it with terror.

Euphorbia Porilandica,in great profufion, and

Lavaiera arborea (tree-mallow) will attratt the -

notice of the botanift about the neighbouring
eminences. Lichen Roccella (orchell) has been

obferved growing here by Lord Lewifham.

The belt ftone is obtained from the quarries
of this part of Portland. They are called, I
believe, KiNcsTON-QUARRIES, from_the name
of the village clofe by, where is a pier for vel-
fels, and where fix thoufand tons of ftone (on an
average) dug in this part of the peninfula only,

are faid to be fhipped cvery year.

We had now feen every thing worthy of
notice in Portland, and, after a few hours’ reft

and

Dorfet,
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and fome refrefhment at Chefilton, proceeded
along the bank to Abbotfbury.

But before I advance farther in the journal
of our operations, it may not be amifs to give
the Reader fome idea of the extent of Portland,
and as much of the hiftory and manners of the
inhabitants of this infulated trad as I have been
able to collet.—Its breadth feems to be no
where more than two miles, and its length (from
Chefilton to the B:ll) about four. Itis reckoned
about eight or nine miles in circuit, and con-
tains nearly two thoufand inhabitants. In the
reign of Edward I. the peninfula was purchafed
by Gilbert de Clare, Earl of Gloucefter, but it
is now become the property of the crown.

The natives are a ftout, mufcular race of
people, and fit for the hard labour which the
quarries require. It generally happens, that a
capacity, or ability, for the labour which a par-
ticular fituation furnifhes becomes in a fuccef-
fion of generations congenial with the conflitu-

tion
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tion of the people by whom that labour is in-
herited. We talk of a breed of race-horfes;
why fhould we fuppofe any ablurdity in a breed
of quarry-men? I was amazed to fee with what
facility thefe people lifted, and divided mafles
of ftone large enough to deter ordinary men
from attempting it. Smeaton (in his Hiflory of
the Edyftone Light-houfe*) mentions a very fin-
gular circumftance that came to his knowledge
during his obfervations in Portland. The Port-
landers, it feems, have for ages inter-married
only with the natives of their own diftriét, but,
what is ftill more remarkable, a man never
marries until his intended bride fthews figns of
pregnancy, and it {carcely ‘ever happens that he
proves unfaithful to her, or unwilling to marry,
becaule in that cafe he would be difgraced, and

never more acknowledged by his countrymen.

There is another curious circumfitance in the

* Book 1, chap, 3, p. 65¢
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hiftory of thefe people. The ancient tenure of
gavelkind ftill obtains among them, the lands of
the father being, at his death, equally divided
among his fons, or, if he has no iffue, among

his brothers, or next of kindred. But now

to return.

The CuesiL-BANK is one of the moft ex-
traordinary ridges, or fhelves, of pebbles in
Europe, and perhaps the longeft, except that
of Memel, in Polith Pruffia. I have mentioned
before that its length is fuppofed to be about
feventeen miles, Its breadth is in fome places
nearly a quarter of a mile. The pebbles are fo
loofe that hories” legs ﬁnk-alrx_mﬂ. knee deep at
every ftep, but a traveller of any curiofity
thould by no means neglett to examine the
produttions of this pebbly defart. With regard
to the pébblcs themfelves, they in general con-

{it of white calcareous {par,* but there are

e ——
—

o —
el

* Thefe are generally known by the name of Portland-pebbles,

many
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many of quartz, jafper, cher.t, and a variety of
other {ubftances. It is worthy of remark that
they gradually diminifh in fize the nearer they
approach the main land, being for the mﬁﬂ: part

very little larger than horfe-beans towards Ab-

botfbury, though at the other end of the bank
they are from one inch to three inches in dia-
meter. We found the edge to the right by far
the firmeft, and eafieft for our horfes, efpecially
as the pebbles were fomewhat bound together
by the marine plants growing in patcl*;es along
the water fide. Among thefe we obferved Sal-
Jola fruticofa, and Inula crithmifolia, the thewy
yellow bloffloms of which feemed to form a long
Iine of golden fringe., The beautiful Pifum
maritvmum (lea-pea) grows in folitude among
the loofeft pebbles, on the higheft part of the
bank.,—We had no reafon to complain of a
want of amufement,—the red gleam of a fetting
{un on the diftant hills; the gay notes of bufy
hay-makers on the. oppafite fide of the river;
the various cries of timorous water fowl; the

murmur of the billows againft the bank—was
F 2 fufhcient

Doryet,
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fufficient to attra&t our attention, and thefe to-
gether formed an affemblage of circumftances
very impreffive to mufing minds. Even a foli-
tary fhed, and a few lobfter-traps were, in fuch
a defart, interefling objeéts, and afforded fome-
thing like that {pecies of pleafure which the phi-
lofopher Ariftrippus muft have felt, when he
cried out ““ Hominum vefligia video.””— At length
occurrences more important engaged our no-
tice. Amidft the great variety of water fowl
that found undifturbed haunts on the eaftern
fide of the bank, we faw the fwan in its wild

~ftate (Anas @gﬂm- ferus, of Linneus) and were
-enabled to affert with confidence (what has been

much doubted) that it is an inhabitant of Dor..
fetfhire.—Within two miles of Abbotfbury, we
faw multitudes of the tame {wan (Cygnus do-

meficus)

¢ Prondly rowing their ftate,””

(to ufe the words of Milton) and were con-
firmed in our preceding decifion by an oppor-
tunity of comparing.~—There cannot be a more

elegant
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elegant figure in all nature than a fwan in the
att of {fwimming, though fo ungraceful a bird
when out of the water ;—no conftrained, ftiff
motions—no aukward pofition of the limbs, but
every attitude ealy, and every tranfition beau-
siful, |

-—*‘rn-n-

AppoTsBURY is about a mile from the fhore,
and furrounded by bold hills, which affume va-
rious diftorted forms. Towards Winterborn-
Abbas they feem to confift principally of chalk,
with crags of conglutinated flint-ftones rifing
above their Iurface; but nearer to the coaft
reddifh fanditone, clay, and loofe rubble appear.
The fandftone is found very ferviceable in build-
ing, and has compaétnefs enough to withftand
for many years the injuries of the weather.—
The low grounds about the fthore afford good
pafturage for cattle.

On a quick eminence half a mile fouth-weft
from the village ftands a little Gothic chantry
F 3 called

Dﬁ?ﬁfr
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called S¢. Caiharine’s Chapel, which, Hutchins
conjeftures, was built about the time of Ed-
ward IV. The ftile of archite€ture i1s very
fingular, each fide of the building being ftrength-
ened with buttrefles that rife above the para-
pet furrounding the roof, and terminate in
fquare tops. At the north-well angle there is
a tower, the fleps leading to the upper part of
which are now gone, though the reft of the
building has fuffered but little damage. The
roof is lofty, and beautifully arched in the in-
fide, where a few ornaments and mouldings {till
remain, and, on the outfide, the lower part of
the parapet i1s pierced with arched apertures
to drain off water. There is a porch on each

fide {fupported at the angles by low buttreffes.

Abbotfbury itfelf is a very fmall market town,
and no longer derives any confequence from
its abbey, which, though once fo fplendid and
extenfive, is fo far decayed and demolifhed that
one can fcarcely trace out the arrangements of
its feveral parts. The offices are moft entire,

and
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and feem to be ftill applied to their original ufes,
fuch as a dairy-houfe, barn, &c. The latter was
built on a fingular and fuperb plan, being fura
rounded by a parapet communicating with tur-
rets at the angles. To one end of the barn ad-
joins another building, which is in a lefs perfeét
ftate, and beautifully patched with ivy. A few
paces fouth-weft from the church the gateway of
the abbey may be feen, and the precinéts of the
latter are pointed out by a low wall which in-
cludes within a fpacious arca feveral fragments
and part of a porch that probably belonged to
the old conventual church. Indeed relics may
be traced to a confiderable diftance fouthward
of the prefent parifh church, which itfelf is not
of a very modern date. The abbey was founded
(Dugdale fays) by Orcus and his wife Tola in
the year 1026, for Benediétines.* Others af-
{fert that Orcus turned out the fecular canons,
who had been eftablifhed there, and placed re-

* Sce Steevens's edit, (fol, 3722) p. 37-

F 4 gular

ﬁﬂ.{;fff.
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gular ones. Edward the Confeflor beftowed on
this fociety all wrecks found on the fhore of Ab-
botfbury. After the diffolution, fome part of
the abbey became the refidence of the Strange-
ways family, but was deftroyed during the civil
wars, |

About a mile weflt from Abbot{bury, ftands a
feat of the Earl of Ilchefter called STRANGE~
ways Castie., The {wannery (which once

confifted of as many as feven thoufand {wans)
belongs to the above nobleman.

This fituation commands a very magnificent
view of the fea, which now forms a vaft bay,
bounded to the weft by the Devonfhire coaft,
and to the caft by the pebbly rampart of the
Chefil-bank, and Portland. There is a re-
markable appearance with refpeé to the hills
ealt of Weymouth, and on the oppofite part of
Portland. The elevation of both is {o nearly e-
qual, and both prefent an abrupt afpett fo nearly
oppofite to each other that the flat ground be-

tween
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tween locks as if it had been opened to the fea,
and the communication of the ridge on the
Weymouth fide with the higher ground of the

peninfula interrupted, by fome fudden convul-
fion.

At Burton we regretted being prevented by
darknels from looking for Santolina maritima,
(of which Mr. Lightfoot found fome {pecimens
growing on thefe cliffs) though indeed we had
no expectation of being more fuccefsful than
“other botanifts, who have explored Burton-cliffs
in vain. There is great reafon to believe that it

no longer inhabits this part of the coalt.

BriprorT_is very neatly and regularly built,
and though the fituation is low, extremely
clean. It is one hundred and thirty-five mea-
fured miles from London, and the great weftern
road pafles through it. The principal manu-
fattories are thofe of twine, cordage, nets for the
Newfoundland fithery, &c. A great quantity
of hemp is grown in the neighbourhood, and

parti=

Doyfet.
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particularly towards Bemifter, which gave rife
to the phrafe fometimes applied to a man’s be-
ing hanged, “ He was flabbed with a Bridport
dagger.” So flourifhing were the manufatto-
ries about the reign of Henry VIII. that cord-
age for the whole Englith navy was ordered to
be made, exclufively, here, or within five
miles ; but the trade is at this time very confi-

derably reduced.

The quay 1s full a mile from the town. Very
little bufinefs is carried on at it, the harbour
having been long irretrievably choaked up with
fand. The cliffs here are compofed of fand,

though the {furrounding country is covered with
limeftone, (full of fhells) rocks of which, with

their broad mantles of famphire and fea-cale, no

longer guarded the coaft, as in Purbeck and
other parts of the county. The height of the
cliffs is in {ome places nearly two hundred feet,
and they contain belemnite, and other foffils,

befides pyrites, gypfum, hepatic ore, &c.

Our
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Our next ftage was to Lyme-Regis, and we
now approached the weftern boundaries of Dor-
fet. The road is uncommonly hilly, and many
extended landfcapes open, particularly near
Charmouth, where- moft of the objeéts may be
feen which are fo beautifully defcribed by the
Rev. Mr. Crowe in his poem of “ Lewe/don-
hall.”>  This hill is in view on the right, and
forms one of the bold boundaries to a fine vale
chequered with inclofures, along which the eye

wanders with wonderful delight.

CuarmouTH flands in a very romantic {itua-
ation, commanded by lofty hills at each end ;—
not far from it the river Char empties itfelf into
the fea. It is a {mall, but neat village, and en-
joys a fine fea air.  The cliffs which are chiefly
compofed of indurated marl, abound with ma-
drepore, ammoniie, belemnite, and fkeletons of
fifhes and other animals in a foffil ftate. The
ludus helmontic 1s common here, and it is diffi-
cult to perfuade the vulgar that it is not a fo/fil
furtle. All curious produélions of this nature

arc

Doarféte

Charmouth,
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Dorjet.  are diligently colleéted by a man living at Char-
mouth who is generally known throughout the
county by the name of the Curi-man. We pur-
chafed from his collettion fome fine {pecimens
of chalcedony, which he affured us were found
in the cliffs near his garden. Its matrix is
chert, ftrata of which are obfervable about Char-
mouth ; and the chalcedony feems to have ex-
uded, as it were, from that fubftance in the fame
manner as the calcarecous {par to be feen in the
fillures of the cliffs from the marl. There is a
good deal of pyrites and bituminous matter in
the foil, which has often taken fire after heavy
rains, and produced an appearance of flames at a
diftance. A remarkable inftance of this oc-
curred in the year 1751.—The fhore is bold
and rugged quite to Lyme, the projeéting parts
being daily diminifhed by the force of the waves,
and indeed the numerous {prings that gufh out.

of them haften their continual downfal.

Lyme Regiss LyMmE is a very plealant town, fituated on the
declivities of two hills. That part of it which
i




WESTERN COUNTIES, f?

is neareft to the fea is o low, that at {pring tides
the lower rooms and cellars of the houfes are
often overflowed to the depth of feveral feet;
the other part is fo fteep as to be difficult of ac-
cefs. 'The church is a venerable Gothic firuc-
ture, and the cuftom-houfe large and {upported
by pillars, for the convenience of the corn mar-
ket underneath. There is a very fine pier,
called the Cobb, for the accommodation of fhips.
This work 1s much admired for its durability
and ufe. It was begun as early as the reign of
Edward III. but has been frequently damaged
by tempeftuous feas, againft which itis the only
fhelter for veflels between Start-point and Port-
land. The length (from the land to the end) is
fix hundred and eighty fcet, the breadth (at the
foundation) twelve feet, and the height (from
the foundation to the walk) fixteen feet. On
the brink of the fea ftand the public rooms, to
which there is a great refort of company in the
bathing feafon. The windows command a very
wide and beautiful fea view, and there is near
them a pleafant terrace confiderably elevated

HhUTE

Doxfes,
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above the level of the water, and fecured by a

{trong parapet, with an alcove at one end.

We could not help meditating on the condutt
of the unfortunate Duke of Monmouth, who
landed on this very fpot, and publifhed his de-
claration againft the king. However finifler
the Duke’s views might have been, it is not 1m-
probable, had his plan of Gpefatinns been better
concerted, that he would have effetted the fame
revolution as was referved for the addrefs and
influence of the Prince of Orange. James II.
was already become unpopular,—indeed he had
not afcended the throne without great fufpicion
on the fide of the Proteftants ;—the whig party
was become formidable both from its extent and
credit ; and the Duke of Monmouth himfelf was
much beloved among many orders of people.
His precipitation was his ruin. Though he was
not without great expettations from the com-
mons, it was ccriainly highly impolitic to negleét
caufting the intereft of the oppofition lords.
His death, however, was of fervice to the caule

of
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of freedom, for by the unconftitutional and cruel = Dersr.
proceedings which James’s tyrannical difpofi-
tion prompted him to adopt, in punifhing the
Duke’s adherents, Englifhmen faw more clearly
than ever how little love, or obedience was due

io {uch a monarch.

DEVON-
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DEVONSHIRE.

SIDMOUTH being our next place of defii-
nation, on this day’s journey we entered Devon-
fhire. Not only another county, but a new
fcene, npéned to us as we approached that town.
Unlike the wide downs and frequent waftes,
filent with defolation, in the county we had juft
left, every part of the landfcape now in view
feemed, from the plenitude of its population,
the extent of its cultivation and inclofures,

and the luxuriance of its vegetation, almoft

itfelf alive.

~—¢¢ The roving fight :
¢¢ Purfued its pleafing courfe o’er neighbouring hills
«¢ Of many a different form, and different hue,
<¢ Bright with ripe corn, or green with grafs, or dark
« With clover’s purple bloom,’
ScoT’s Anwell,

A The
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The mind dwelt with peculiar delight on the
broad fpace in which the hands of man had been
{o induftrioufly employed, and in which nature
promifed to remunerate him with plenty.—We
had now loft all veftiges of chalk, and from the
fertility before us eafily conceived how rich a
ch;mge, the foil had undergone. The former

feemed to terminate about ten miles beyond

Lyme, and is fucceeded by a red fand.

We quitted the high road about three miles
from Sidmouth, and defcended into the town
from one of the lofty ridges that command

it on each fide and bound a moft charming

vale.

SipmouTH is fituated clofe to the fea, which
is reddened by refletting the colour of the cliffs.
Thefe are compofed of fand, tinged by the red
oxyde of iron, and partly calcareous. Sand
and pebbles have choaked up the port, {o that
pleafure-boats and fithing-fmacks are the only
veflels that can touch at the fhore. At the

VoL, I. G time

Dewvon,

Sidmouth,
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time of a clear fummer f{ky, Sidmouth is in-
tenfely hot; its low fitvation, a broad bed of
pebbles, and the glare of the lofty red cliffs att
like fo many reverberators. It is much fre-
quented, however, in the bathing {eafon, and
many families continue their refidence even

during the winter. The fituation is certainly

. a very delightful one.—In our botanical ex-

curfions about Sidmouth, we found Anchu/a
fempervirens growing -abundantly.  The little
Arenaria rubra (marina) literally covered the
front of the cliffs on the fhore, but unaccom-
panied by any other plant.

Taking leave of the coaft for the prefent, we
procecded towards Exeter, through Ottery St.
Mary.—The red oxyde of iron continued to
tinge the foil the whole way, and, added to the
richnefs of the furrounding {cenery and the ro-
mantic winding of the road, exhibited a novel
and agreeable effett.—We delcended into Ot~
tery under the umbrage of widely-fpreading
trees, the branches of which {creened the town

from
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from our view until we arrived clofe to it, but
the venerable towers of the church fometimes

peeped thrﬂ.ugh the foliage.

OTTERY ST. MARY 15 2 place of fome-tiade,
manufaétories of flannel, ferge, &c. having been
lately eftablifhed here, through the laudable
exertions of Sir George Younge, and Sir John
Duntze, Barts. The town has certainly much
to recommend it to attention, particularly the
church, which is a fine ancient fabric. It was
dedicated to St. Mary. The manor and hun-
dred were given by Edward the Confeflor t8
the church of St. Mary at Rouen, in Nor-

mandy. This prince, it will be recolletted, was

much attached to Normandy, on account of

having been fo long refident there ;—his mo-
ther too was a Norman princefs. The chapter
of Rouen afterwards fold the whole to John
Grandifon, Bifthop of Exeter, who eftablifhed
a quarter college for a prior and {ecular priefts,
and built the prefent church, after the plan of
St, Peter’s at Exeter. This took place in the

G 2 ; reign

Df{-'ﬂﬂ 5

Ottery St.
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reign of Edward I11.* The north porch of the
church was built in the reign of Elizabeth, but
the body of it and two fine fquare towers are
part of the original ftruéture. Narrow win-
dows, more like loop-holes than any thing elfe,
{ecem to have been in fafthion when this church
was built, though in the weft front there is a
noble circular one, ornamented with a good
deal of tracery work. Several monuments were
pointed out to us, belonging to very diftin-
guifhed perfonages interred here.—We did not
view without intereft an old mouldering turret,
the only remains of an houfe once inhabited by
the great Sir Walter Raleigh.—There is another
building deferving of notice jult without the
church-yard, where the old_convention-room of

Oliver Cromwell is tThewn to the traveller.

The road to Exeter is a broad, flat, dufty

turnpike, augmenting the glare of the fun’s rays

%* See Polwhele’s Hift, of Devonthire,
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by the rednefs of its furface.—Clay now begins
to preponderate in the foil, but a confiderable
portion of fand ftill remains mixed with it, {o
as to conftitute a. very rich loam, which feems
to originate from the decompofition of a com-
patt dark-coloured ftone that lies very little
below it.—A new tribe of plants appeared;
Cotyledon Umbilicus, Hieracium [fubaudum, H.
umbellatum, and Polypodium Filix mas were in

profufion by the road fides,

We gazed in vain for a view of the capital
of Devonfhire until we arrived in the very
{fuburbs, though the approach to it is in every
airettion on an afcent. The ftrcets are ex-
tremely incommodious to thofe who pafs them

cither on foot or on horfeback, being very

rough and filthy, and but partially paved,

The firft objet that arrefted our attention
in the city of ExeTer was the Cathedral church
—a magnificent Gothic edifice, with two con-
{picuous Saxon towers. Our lady’s chapel, as

¢ 3 1t

Degn,
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it is called, conftituted the whole of the original

fabric, the foundation of which is generally at-
tributed to Athelftan. It is {uppofed that Bi-
fhop Chichefter (who was inftalled in 2128)

-finifhed the choir, but Warlewalft laid the foun-
-dation of it in the year 1112. This latter

prelate, therefore, has generally been efteemed
the founder of the church, which was not.en- |
tirely covered in until 1369. It is probable
that the weft front was not finifhed long before
this period, for the ftile of it is more elaborate
than ufually occurs in the Gothic of the four-
teenth century. There are a multitude of images,
reprefenting the Saxon and Englifh kings, &c.
The chapter-houfe was completed in the year
1439.—The whole building is in length three
hundred and nine feet, and ip breadth feventy«
four,

Leofric, Bifhop of Crediton, firft fat in the
epifcopal throne of Exeter, to which place the
fee was transferred by Edward the Confeflor.
'This prince attended the inftallation in perfon,
| with
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with his queen, and enthroned Leofric in a very
remarkable and folemn manner, delivering the
following charge, viz. “ I Kynge Edward, tak-
ing Leofricke by the righte haunde, and Edithe
my queene by the left, doe inflalle hym the fyrft and
moft famous Byfchoppe of Exon, wythe a greate
defyre of aboundance of bleflynges to all fuch as
Shall furder and encreafe the [ame, but with @
Sfearful and execrable curfe on all fuch as fhall di-
minifh or take amy thynge from it.’’ Thefe
words are quoted from an old writer. The
three feats on which the King, Queen, and Bif-
hop are reported to have fat during the cere-
mony were pointed out to us by our conduétor
on the fouth fide of the altar ; they are fupport-
ed by brafs pillars, and adorned with a profufion
‘of carving. The altar-piece reprefents the in-
fide of the church in perfpeftive, and was exe-
cated in the reign of James I. There is a very
large organ, the greateft pipe of which is fifieen
inches in diameter,

In an ancient building (which appears to have
G 4 been

Devone
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Devon. been originally a refetory for the college of
ﬁrebendaries) now ufed as a {fchool-room, near
the church, we found an admirable portrait
painted by an artift of Briftol, of the name of
Gandy. It is the head of a Dr. Langdon, who
dicd in the year 1712, according to the infcrip-
tion on his tomb in the Cathedral, of which he
was a Prebendary. One of the officers of the
church informed us that Sir Jofhua Reynolds
ufed to ccnte.mplate this pitture with new admi-
ration as often as he came to Exeter. The in-
genuculnefs of Sir Jofhua’s mind {eems to have
been in no way diminifhed by any confcioufnefs
of his own abilities, for he is faid to have often

declared that  had he painted that porirait, he

Should be more proud of it than of any of his perw
- formances,”

We had not an opportunity, though extreme-
ly defirous, of feeing the pi€tures in the Guild-
hall, fome of which are much celebrated, and
preferve the portraits of very illuftrious per-

{fonages. Among thefe are General Monk,

George
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George I. and Henrietta, Dutchefs of Orleans,
daughter of the unfortunate Charles I. whofe

queen was delivered of her at Exeter.

Near the eaft-gate, in the higheft part of the
city, ftand the remains of Rougemont Calftle,*
formerly the feat of the Weft-Saxon kings, and
afterwards of the Dukes of Exeter. According
to the Itinerary of William de Worcetfter, it was
built by Lord Rothemond.—Here John Pen-
ruddocke and Hugh Grove, two zealous Wilt-
thire royalifts, who had attempted to reftore
Charles II. during the prote€torate of Crom-
well, were by his order beheaded ¥ The Caftle
has nothing now to recommend it but its anti-
quity, and the fituation, which commands a de-
lightful view of the furrounding country, and
near it is a very pleafant terrace, much fre-

quented by the beau-monde of Exeter. The

% So called probably from the rednefs of the foil on which it ftands.

T Clarendon’s Hiftory of the Rebellion, vol, 6, ps 559

city

Devine
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city (with the fuburbs) is about three miles in
circumference, and contains fixteen churches-
within the walls and four without. Thirteen of
thefe are faid to have been expofed to fale by
Oliver Cromwell, by the mouth of thg cdmmaﬁ
cryer. It had formerly more convents than al-
moft any place in the kingdom.—There is a
good quay, and the river is navigable for veflels
of one hundred and fifty tons burthen, though it
was fome time choaked up by order of Hugh
Courtenay, Earl of Devon, and with fo much
ingenuity, that all attempts to recover the conve-

niences beftowed by nature were ineffettual un-

il the year 1697. The Earl is faid to have

been offended with the citizens, but as Topf-
ham, a town about four miles down the river,
flourifhed fo much in confequence of his mea-
fures, it is not improbable that the chief ob-
ject of fuch pains was the advantage of that

place.

There was anciently a mint at Exeter, and
indeed money was coined here as late as the

1'eign
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reign of William III. fome of whofe coins I

have feen diftinguithed by an E. under the
bult.

The old walls remain in many places, and
feem to have been originally exceedingly ftrong.
An ottagonal turret on the eaft fide of the city,
and the fouth gate (one arch of which Dr.
Stukely conjeétures to be Roman work) conti-
nue very perfett. As Exeter is a place of great
trade, particularly in articles of the woollen fna-
nufaétory, we were not furprifed to fee fhops
and warchoufes extending from one end of a
ftreet to the other. On the banks of the river
there is a very large cotton manufaétory, which
employs three hundred men at a time. The ex-
portation of ferge, kerleys, &c. from this city
has produced immenfe pll*-:}ﬁts, the average value
of it having been almoft fix hundred thoufand
pounds per annum. The markets are Spain,
Portugal, Germany, and Italy.

Exeter was the birth-place of Sir Thomas
Dodley.

Devon.

Sir Thomas
Bedley.
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Bodley. This great patron of Oxford and the
Moules, was bornin 1544, and received a confi-
derable part of his education at Geneva, to
which place his family had emigrated to avoid
the perfecution of Mary. After this queen’s
death, he came and ftudied at Magdalen Col-
lege, in Oxford, and feems to have been
firongly attached to a literary life, though he
was prevented from dedicating himfelf entirely
to 1t by his various engagements at court. He
was employed by Elizabeth to requeft the affift-
ance of the Proteftant princes in relieving the
French party of that perfuafion, who were
commanded by Henry of Navarre, afterwards
Henry IV. At length, however, he retired
from the world, and formed an immenfe collec-
tion of books, which he prefented to the Uni-
verfity of Oxford, forming the foundation of the
wonderful library that ftill retains the name of
the Bodlezan. Sir Thomas died January 28,1612,
and was buried in the choir of Merton College.*
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Having fatisfied our curiofity in the city of
Exeter, we vifited the ftone-quarries of Thor-
verton, and the manganefe mine of Upton-
Pyne. In this excurfion, as well as during our
ftay at Exeter, we received great affiftance and
information from Mr. Sheldon, (of that city)
Profeflor of Anatomy to the Royal Academy,
—an office for which uncommon profeffional
ikill, no lefs than the moft general knowledge,
jultly qualifies him.

The village of Urton-Pyx~E is about three
miles and an half north from Exeter. In the
lanes leading to it we obferved an unfrequent
variety of Hieracium umbellatum, defcribed by
Haller as “ H. foliis pene ovalis, vix dentatis,
caule humili, pene unifloro.*

The manganefe mine is not far from the vil-

lage, the {oil furrounding which is a deep red vif-

* Stirp, Indig, Holvet, pa13,

cid
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cid clay, andin this the oreis dug. The deep-
cft part of the mine * feemed to be about twen-
ty feet. There is no occafion for a fhaft,* as
the ore diminifhes fo much in richnefs in pro-
portion to its depth, that it is worked only in an
horizontal direftion. We obferved that the
ore was in nodules of various dimenfions, and
generally cryftallized in the infide. It is very
produétive,—at leaft what is dug at the upper

part of the pit, and was ufed in the glafs-houfes

formerly eftablifhed at Exeter, but it is now fent
chiefly to London. The manufaétory at Brif-
tol underfold that of Excter.—]Judging by the
colour of manganefe, and the martial earth with
which its furface is often covered, {feveral mine-
ralogifts have {uppofed it to be a meagre ore of

iron, but from the experiments of Bergman, '

Gahn, and others, and from its appearing to

i

* It is improperly callcd a mine, for, the top being open, it is merely
a Pi.tl :

+ By a fbaft is meant a chimney-like perforation leading to the bottom
of a mine ; it is feldom much Jarger than to admit a perfon.

poflefs
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peflefs properties common to no other metallic
fubftance, it fhould certainly be confidered as a
peculiar femi-metal. It is remarkable, how-
ever, that many, even of the firft chemiits, have
never fucceeded in the reduftion of it. The
black oxyde, (gencrally called bdlack magnefia)
is ufed in glafs-houles to take away the yellow,
green, or blue tinge from glafs intended to be
of a clear white. Too large a proportion of it

gives a violet colour,

THORVERTON-QUARRIES are at nearly the
fame difltance from Upton-Pyne, as the latter

place is from Exeter.

Teucrium Jeorodonia (wood-fage) grows in
wonderful profufion hereabout.—We were in-
formed that the fruit of it is pretty generally
ufed by the poor in the neighbourhood asa
{fubftitute for hops. It poflefles the bitternefs,

and a good deal-of the flavour of the latter.

The extraordinary {ubftance called Thorver-
ton-flone

Dewon,

Thorverton

Quarries,



Devon,

95 OBSERVATIONS ON THE

=

fon-flone is dug, to the depth of forty feet, in a
woody and rather a romantic {pot, clofe to the
village of that name. It feems to be more
compatt in proportion to its depth, but one
part of the flratum exhibits a cellular appear-
ance like toad-ftone. The granules are very
difcernible even in the molt clofe-textured fpe-
cimen, and are partly calcareous, partly argil-
laceous, and partly fteatitical. Some parts of
the quarry look, at firft fight, like reddifh por-

phyry, containing fmall lumps of calcareous

" {par. Other parts are of a blackifh colour, and

almoft entirely argillaceous, Narrow veins of
white calcarcous earth appear in other {peci-
mens, and others again have quite a lava-like
texture, and a brownifh, powdery {urface, oc-
cafioned probably by the decompofition of the
fleatites.  Upon the whole, the Thorverton- -
{tone is one of the moft curious fubftances, with
refpett to its compofition, I have ever feen.—
The Vulcanift perbhaps will pronounce it the
effect of fufion, but the cautious mineralogift
will {et it down among amygdaloidal earths,

without
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without venturing to {peculate upon its origin.
——The top of the quarries is covered with a

thin layer of vegetable mould, from which

however {prings very luxuriant herbage.

We obferved that moft of the cottages in the
neighbourhood  are built with the ftone, which
(at leaft the clofer fpecies of it) fcems to ftand

the weather very well.

-

There is a fubftance fomewhat refembling the
Thorverton-{tone which is dug in Heavitree
parifh, nearer to Exeter, and this alfo is ufed
for buildipg and a variety of other purpofes,
but it approaches nearer to the nature of a

breccia, and is more coarfe and loofe-textured.

The principal objeét of our prefent journey
being a furvey of the fouthern coaft, we were
induced by the beautiful afpett of the country
to lofe as little fpace as poflible between the
Ex and the Teign, and accordingly, in our way

NoL.'1. H o
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to Teignmouth, paffed along the banks of the
former from Powderham Caltle to Star-crofs,

The road to -Powpermam CAsTLE pre-
fented us with feveral pleafing views of the en-
virons of Exeter; and the broad ftream of the
Ex, with the numerocus villages on its banks,
formed a moft charming addition to.the land-
fcape on our left. We were led to expeét a
noble fituation for the caftle, but how great was
our difappointment to find it almoft in a flat,
very much expofed on the fide towards the
Channel, and with a broad marfh in front. It
faces the river, but little pains have been taken
to open the view to it with advantage, or to
heighten the effeét of thofe magnificent materials
which nature has furnifhed.

The original
building was erefted by Ifabella, daughter of
Baldwin de Ripariis, and widow of William de
Fortibus, in the reign of Henry III. Some
part of the prefent caftle 1s ancient, and gives
an air of grandeur to the whole, which how-
ever is by no means a ftriking pile of building

at
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at any diftance. It has long been the feat of
the Courtenays, who are defcended from the
old Earls of Devonfhire, and are one of the
nobleft families in the kingdom. The prefent
pofleffor is William, Vifcount Courtenay.

Though the Ex is very broad at its influx
into the fea, we faw ExmouTn very diftinétly
acrofs it, and perceived a fimilarity of foil on
each fide of the river. This town ftands very
pleafantly, but i1s protetted by nothing except
a-barred haven. It had formerly a {mall

caltle,

The lands about Star-crofs were two years
ago covered with furze, and in a ftate perfectly
wild, but are now cultivated; they produce
[urprifingly well, though fo much expofed to
the fea. We here faw women employed at the
| plough, which they guided with as much dexte-
rity as the moft robuft men, and we were in-
formed that the praétice is not uncommon in
Devonfhire, though 1 queftion whether the

H 2 fai]uﬁrf:
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failure of the loom would afford many new
hands to the farmer in other parts of the
kingdom.,

We came now again to the coaft, and paffed
over feveral bold cliffs, which rife quick from
the thore, towards Teignmouth.—In a pleafant
valley, and clofe to a little creek, ftands DAw-
LisH—a neat, new village not frequented by
{fummer vifitors until within the laft two or three
years.—Hereabout Rubia [ylvefiris (madder)
appeared very frequent in the hedge-rows.

TerenMouTn is fituated (as its name indeed
implies) at the mouth of the river Teign, which
takes its rife on the mountains about Chegford,
and {preads a noble fheet of water as it ap-
proaches the fea, though there is a large fhoal
of fand on the eaftern fide of the haven.—On
this latter {pot, which is covered by the fea at
{pring-tides, the view up the river is extremely
beautiful, the ground gradually rifing on each
fide into_verdant hills, ornamented with wood,

and
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and cheerful with cultivation.—Here too we
picked up fome rare {pecies of fhells, fuch as
Maéira lutraria, Nerita glaucina, and others.
The cliffs overhanging the fea have a fingular,
and, I think, very piurefque appearance, re-
fembling much fome of Sir William Hamilton’s
views of lava hills about Naples. They are of

a deep red colour, (with the exception of a few

- broad patches of verdure,) and mount in rude

irregular fhapes, to the height of feventy or
eighty feet.—We had now an opportunity of
oblerving the foil of this part of the country
to fome depth, and difcovered that it loft its
foft, loamy nature a few feet below the furface,
pafling into loofe ftones which are partly in
indeterminate forms, and partly rounded into
pebbles, but moft of them of an amygdaloidal
compofition very nearly allied to the Thor-
verton-ftone.—As we walked along the beach,
I could not help fancying that I faw nature in
the very att of forming the latter, and bringing
together materials for conftituting future quar-
fies. In one place I oblerved minute pebbles

H.3 depos
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depofited by the fea on a portion of foft fand,
mixed with flime and clay; in another I could
percc’ive thefe fubftances becoming compatt
after being forfaken by the tide, and growing
by the appofition of new particles into a hard
mafls of ftone. Here were flrata of amygldaloidal
matter awaiting only fome grand convulfion to
be far removed from the fea, and to render the
agents which were employed in the formation
of them myfterious. And there were mafles of
breccia of which akmolt every wave impercepti=
bly increafed the dimenfions.

In contemplating the coalls, a curious and
interefling queftion arifes, which can be decided
only by a long and general feries of geological
obfervations, What is the dire€tion that pre-
vails on the whole with velpett to the particles of
matter kept in motion by the fea?—1Is it towards
the land ‘or towards the bofom of the ocean?
Of all the agents by which the fea is put into
agitation, the tides feem to be moft uniformly

powerful in their effefls, and hence their exaét

direction




L
WESTERN: COUNTIES. 103
W

direttion muft in every inftance be afcertained
before we can determine the probability of a
particular {pot extending forwards, or decreaf-
ing. Another circumftance to be confidered
is the degree of declivity of the fhore, or ftrand,
itfelf.—Suppofing the latter to be a mere fhelf,
or gentle afcent, and the motion of the tides to
be in a line nearly parallel to it, one may con-
clude that there muft be a conftant appofition
of loofe bodies, for the waves in their retreat
cannot have fo much power to propel any thing,
as in their approach, having in the one cafe
only their own preflure, whereas in the other,
they are urged on, as it were, by an immenfe

weight of water in their rear.,

Teignmouth was once a much larger place,
and has fuffered a good deal by invafions.
The Danes were its earlieft ravagers. It was
almoft entirely deftroyed alfo in Queen Anne’s
war with the French, who landed and fet fire
to it in the year 16go.—~Though this town was

fo inconfiderable a place, when compared with
H 4 others
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others on the coaft, the French hiftorians have

attually made the deftruttion of it appear an

event of importance.*

We proceeded from Teignmouth over a
varied country to Chudleigh, and remarked as
we advanced that limeftone now began to pre-
vail. The hills in the horizon exhibited bolder
forms than any we had lately feen. The ridge
called Haldown fhut from our view the {cenery
about the Ex, and made but a dreary feature in
the landf{cape, though from certain points its
effet was not unpleafing. We fhould have
followed the courfe of the Teign, had it not
made too great a curve ta the lefi.

CuuprErcH is by no means an intereft-
ing place, being only a decent market-town,
of {mall extent, yet it is agreeably fituated.—

The neighbourhood is famous for cyder. An

* See M. de Quincey’s Hiff, Mil, de Louis XIF, 2 p. 330,

orchard
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orchard of only three acres, very near Chud-
leigh, yielded in one year apples enough to
make almoft eighty hogfheads, at one guinea
per hogfhead.—The cyder of this part. of the

country is of a moft exquifite quality too.

There are fome fingular rocks (of a bluifh
limeftone called Chudlezgh-marble) about half a
mile welt from the town, which from their roman-
tic appearance and fituation invite the fteps of a
traveller. The landlcape that meets the eye
from the highelt part is uncommonly beautiful,
and here and there the branches of a pitturefque
oak form a fort of natpral canopy for the con-
templative {peétator. To the left are the fine
woods of Ugbrook (the feat of Lord Clifford)
the beauties of which are celebrated by Mr,
Reeve in his poem of Ugbrook-Park. The fa-
mily of Clifford take the title from Chudleigh,
of which Sir Thomas Clifford, Lord High
Treafurer in the reign of Charles I1. was cre-
ated Baron by that prince. One part of the
rocks is upwards of an bundred feet in height,

and
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and prefents its broad front towards a charming
vale terminated by the Teign. Ancthum Fenis

culum (wild fennel) growing here in fome places

~higher than our heads, {feemed to form almoft a

foreft.—The Chudleigh limeftone admits of a
very good polifh, and fome of it is burnt into
lime, by the aid of Bovey coal. It lies in flrata
five ur fix feet in thicknefs, which dip to the
{outh-eaft,

Leaving the Afhburton road to the right, we
proceeded through Bovey-HEATHFIELD, In
order to view fome curious Coal-pits. They
are more than a mile however from the village,
and about ten miles from the {ea, in the midft of
an open heath. We were {urprifed to find the
coal in alternate flrata with a whitifh clay that
conftitutes the fubftance of the adjacent foil,
The upper ftratum of coal is but a few feet be-
low the furface of the ground, and the others
about the fame diftance from each other, being
from four to fixteen fect in thicknefs., The

lowermoft refts on clay, which is followed by a
bed
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bed of fand feventeen feet deep; then clay ap-
pears again without any coal. Thefe pits have
been worked feveral years, and are of con-
fiderable fervice to a pottery clofe by, which is
one of the largeft in the weft of England. They
are about eighty feet in depth, the [lratz {eem-
ing to continue in an eaftern direétion, towards
Bovey, and underlying, or dipping to the fouth
about twenty inches in a fathom. As to the
coal, it retains the vegetable ftru€ture, and has
exattly the appearance of charred wood, being
of a black, or blackifh brown colour, extremely
light and friable, feparable into irregular lamine,
and ftrongly impregnated with bitumen. By
what procefs of nature fuch an arrangement of
ftrata was occafioned, and the wood (for the
Bovey coa! evidently has been wood) underwent
fuch a change, I am totally at a lofs to form any
conjetture. I have found exaétly the fame {ub-
ftance, at the depth of feveral feet, in a blackifh
clay near Shotover-hill, in Oxfordfhire,—in-

deed it may have been found in {everal other

places. The appearance of a fingle tree, or

cven
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even of feveral trees in the fame firatum is cer-
tainly not fo perplexing to account for, as of fe-
veral flrata divided from each other, and {pread-
ing over.a great {pace of ground.—We per-
ceived alarge turf bog at a fhort diftance weft-
ward from the pits, and here decayed roots of
vegetables, and indeed whole trees, are often

dilcovered, but none of thele bear the leaft re-

femblance to Bovey Coal,

The pits are often filled with water to the
height of forty feet, or more, and an engine'is
put in motion for carrying it off by an overfhot
wheel twenty-four feet in diameter, which works
two levers with rods and buckets. An ochreous

{fediment 1s found under the water.

A peculiar wildnefs of landfcape prevails to-
wards Afhburton; the features of the country
are bold, but neither wood nor water appears
fufficient to enrich or beautify it. There was
{omething highly picturefque in the volumes of

vapour which at this time crept up the acclivie
ties



WESTERN COUNTIES. 109

G sadeS T

ties of the diftant hills, and enveloped objetts in
a white cloud.—We oblerved in many places
rocks and quarries of the fame fpecies of lime-
ftone as about Chudleigh, and crags cf it peep

continually above the {oil.

The borough of AsusurTton ftands on the
banks of the river Dart, and is one of the four
ftannary towns of Devonfhire. It is a great
thoroughlare, being on the high-road from
London to the Land’s-end, and about half way
between Exeter and Plymouth. The church
has more the appearance of a collegiate than a
parochial one, and has a very handfome tower
ninety feet high, with a {mall fpire covered
with lead. Adjoining to the church there is a
chapel, dedicated to St. Laurence, which, fince
the reformation, has been ufed as a grammar-
{chool. Afhburton is altogether a neat, refpeft-
able town, and carries on a confiderable manu-
fattory of ferge. Once a week a market 1s

holden folely for wool and yarn.

Pro-

Devon,,
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Proceeding from Afhburton to Totnefls, we
perceived that the {oil was now entirely fhiftofe.
Wood and pafture lands meet the eye more fre=
quently than any other, but the {cenery in this
part of Devon is altogether rich and interefting.
Dartington-bridge is fortunately fituated for af-
fording a very finifthed and romantic fcene, in
which a hill above, exuberantly clothed with
beech and oak, forms a noble fecature. On the
left appear fertile fields, coppices, and orchards,
in a wide range, pleafantly interfperfed with nu-
merous hamlets and villages.—The road-fides,
we obferved, were luxuriantly decorated with
the elegant Linum anguftifolium, (narrow-leaved
flax) which may be truly denominated a De-
vonthire plant.

TornEss is built on the fide of a fteep hill,
down which runs a tolerably good ftreet, about
three quarters of a mile in length, and termi-
nated by a bridge over the Dart. It is one of
the moft ancient towns in the kingdom, and was
formerly well fortified, being furrounded with

walls
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walls and four gates, and defended by a caftle, Devon,
which was eretted by one of the Zouches, once
Lords of the manor. Only the fouthern gate
now remains. A few fragments-of the caftle in-
deed may be feen on a hill north-weft of the
town. The church, which is {pacious, was de-
dicated to the Virgin Mary, and has a tower at
the weft end adorned with four handfome pin-
nacles. There was once a priory of black
monks (Leland fays) at the north-eaft fide of
the church.

Berrv-Pomrroy CASTLE was too near to Berry-Pome-
us to be omitted in our way to Torquay, and is il
not more than a mile from Totnels. A view of
it was not difclofed to us until we arrived within
a few paces of the {pot where it {tands, which is a
rocky eminence rifing above a brook that emp-
ties itfelf into the Hemms. The approach is
through a thick wood extending along the flope
of a range of hills that entircly intercept any
profpett to the fouth; on the oppofite fide
there is a fteep rocky ridge covered with oak, fo

that
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that the ruins are fhut into a beautiful valley.
Placed in fo retired and fo romantic a fitu-
ation, on the banks of a bright {tream, which

w—————¢ rufhing o’er its pebbled bed,

‘¢ Impofes filence with a fhilly found”’—
the venerable remains of Berry-Pomeroy Caftle
at firft fuggeft only an idea of fome peaceful
monaftic manfion' to the mind of the {peétator.
When he perceives frowning turrets however,
mafly walls, and gloomy dungeons, his imagina-
tion will be wholly at variance with the beauty
and ferenity of the fpot, and he will think only
of fieges, chains, torture, and death. The
great gate, (with the walls of the fouth front) the
north wing of the court, or quadrangle, fome
apartments on the weft fide, and a turret or two,
arc the principal remains of the building, and
thefe are fo finely overhung with the branches

of trees and fhrubs that grow clofe to the walls,

{o beautifully mantled with ivy, and fo richly

incrufte | with mofs, that they conflitute the
moft piéturefque objeéls that can be imagined.

And when the {urrounding {cenery is taken into
the
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the account,—the noble mafs of wood fronting
the gate, the bold ridges rifing in the horizon,
and the fertile valley opening to the eaft,—the
ruins of Berry-Pomeroy Catftle muft be confi-
dered as almoft unparalleled in their effeét,
The eaftern tower is accellible by a paflage from
the room over the gateway; here, we found,
was the beft point for furveying the environs of
the caftle. The interior part appears to be
confiderably more modern than the gate and
outer walls, the windows being {quare or ob-
long, with linterns and crofs bars of ftone. Itis
going rapidly to decay, however, and the walls
being compofed of flate might be entirely de-
molifhed with little trouble. When perfeét,
thefe apartments muft have been extremely
grand, and were decorated in a fplendid man-
ner, if one might judge from the mouldings, co-
lumns, &c. which remain.—The large room o-
ver the gateway is divided by a wall fupported
by three pillars and circular arches, but it is not
ealy to difcover the ufe of it. There was evi-

YOI, X, I dently
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dently a portcullis to the gate, which is turreted
and embattled, and over it the arms of the fa-
mily of Pomeroy are flill to be feen. It was
from this family that the caftle took its name,
the manor having been conferred upon them at
the time of the conqueft. Ralph de la Pome-
roy (who is the firft that we hear of) was one of
the Conqueror’s attendants, and affifted him in
obtaining the kingdom, for which fervice (we are
informed by Dugdale*) no lefs than fifty lord-
fhips in Devonthire were beftowed on him, and
here at Berry-Pomeroy his defcendants refided
until the reign of Edward V1. when Sir Thomas

Pomeroy fold the manor to Edward Seymour,

Duke of Somerfet. It is moft probable that the
inner buildings were eretted by one of the lat-
ter family, and before the rebellion, for at that
period the caftle was difmantled. The manor
ftill belongs to the Seymours, Dukes of So-

merlet.

i

# Baronage, vol. 1, p. 498,

The
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The parifh church of Berry was built by one  Dewez.
of the Pomeroys, many of whom were interred
there. Sir Richard, grandfather of Sir Tho-

mas, had a very handfome monument 1in 1t.*

The face of the country, after we leave Ber-
ry-Pomeroy, is rather infipid, a heath appearing
to the right, and very little wood, or irregula-
rity of ground, in front. At Torr-Abbey,
however, a delightful view of Torbay opens,

with fine broad {wells to the north.

Torr-ABBEY originally belonged to a f{o- Torr-Abbey.
ciety of Canons Premonfiratenfes, to whom (it
appears by Dugdalet) the lands of Torr, the
~ church of St. Saviour that once ftood there,
fithing in the bay, and other rights were given
by William Briwer, or Bruer. The Briwers

were a family of great note in the reigns of

= S— ——
[ ———— [r———

® Prince’s Wortbies of Devonfbire, p. 491.

+ Monaft, vol. 1. p, 136,

1 2 Richard
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Richard I. and John, and had a feat ‘very near
the abbey.

It may not be fuperfluous to mention that
the order of Premonfitre, of which few efta-
blifhments exifted in this kingdom, was founded
by St. Norbert, and the appellation originated
from Bartholomew, Bifhop of Laudun, having
chofen a place called Premonfire for a monaf-
tery of thefe canons.—A curious ftory -is told
by the monkifh writers refpeéling the derivation
of the name of Premonfire. Inglebrand the
Great (fay they) who was noted for his heroic
atchievements, one day fet out to kill a lion,
that had long been the terror of the neighbour-
ing country. It happened that he faw the beaft
much fooner than he expetled, whereupon he
cried out “ Saint Fean, tu me Pas de pres pre-
monfiré.”’* Others fay, it was becaufe the fpot
was pointed out for a chapel by the Virgin.—

% i, e,  Saint John, thou haft almoft forethewn him to me,”

The
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The firft plaﬁe where the order was eftablifhed
in England was at Newhoufe, in Lincolufhire,
in the year 1146, during the reign of Stephen.
Cockerfand, in Lancafhire, Sulby, in North-
amptonthire, and Titchfield, in Hampfhire alfo
belonged to it.

There are ftill fome remains of the old abbey
of Torr, now converted into out-houfes, &c.
clofe to a modern manfion, the feat of Mr.
Carey. The fituation is charming, and I muit
confefs I looked for a more firiking objeét
than the houfe as we rode through the fine
avenue, fhaded by aged elm and oak,

Torquay far exceeded our expeélation in
every refpett. Inftead of the poor, uncom-
fortable village that we had imagined, how
great was our furprife at {eeing a pretty range
of neat, new buildings, fitted up for fummer
vifitors, who may certainly here enjoy conve-

nient bathing, retirement, and a moft romantic

fituation, It commands a full view of Torbay,

13 and
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and 1s furrounded by a very bold amphitheatre
of hills, from which the eye may command a

profpeél of aftonifhing grandeur and variety.

We were amazed at the number of fhells

fcattered along the margin of the bay

€€ e qua mollibus undis

¢ Littoris incurvi bibulam pavit zquor arenam.”
—What an inexhauftible ftore-houfe of life is
the fea! What a fucceflion of objeéts its furges
and its tides produce! The fame wave that
{weeps off a whole tribe makes a recompence
for its robbery by ftrewing the fhores with a
new feries!—There cannot be a more beau-
tiful branch of nature’s works than the tefta-
ceous clals, and whenever I walk along a beach
covered with thefe creatures, and confider that
they form a link in the chain of the creation, I
am at a lofs to account for the contempt which
the fupercilious pedant thinks proper to beftow
on the humble conchologift.—The contempla-
tive botanift, indeed, and the entomologift are

doomed to equal ridicule from the tribunal of
thofe



WESTERN COUNTIES. 119

thofe who call themfelves learned, but who, with |

all the oftentation of criticifm, or all the pomp
of philofophy, are often unable to increafe the
general ftock of knowledge by a difcovery even
of fo little confequence as that of a microfcopic
mofs, or of an infignificant butterfly.—And yet
they cannot condefcend to think with more
refpe€t of thofe who do!—Indignation glows
within me at the {queamifhnefs of thofe vain,
or vacant minds that are unwilling to beftow on
a natural objeét the attention which a rational
man would beftow on a common piece of me-
chanifm.—Liberality, the greateft ﬂrnaﬁwnt,
and perhaps the only criterion, of a man of
REAL learning, muft condemn the principle of
meafuring by the ftandard of one’s own acqui-
fitions, and, confidering all the fciences as ad-
vantages, or embellifhments, or at leaft as praife-
worthy refources to human life, approves of the

cultivation and encouragement of any.

A fingular cavern, called KENT’s-HOLE, is
confidered as the greateft curiofity in this part
14 of

Devon.

Kent’s-hole.
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of the county. It is about a mile diftant from
Torquay. Two women, whofe ufual bufinefs
it is, conduéted us to the {pot, provided with
candles, tinder-boxes, and other neceflaries for
the expedition.—After purfuing rather an in-
tricate track, we arrived at the mouth of the
cavern, and {oon {aw there was fome occaflion
for the affiftance of guides, who prefented each
of us with a candle ftuck in a piece of flitted
{tick. The aperture was juft large enough to
admit us. As we advanced, our guides fixed
candles on the fides of the cavern, in order to
give us as much light as poffible, and to provide
againft the confequences of an extin€tion of
thofe we held in our hands. The chill we re-
ccived after having entered is inconceivable,
and our clothes were moiftened, (as it happens
in the Peak) by the continual dropping-of water
from the roof. The lights, when viewed at a
diftance, gleaming through the gloomy vaults,
and refletted by the pendant cryftals, had a moft
fingular effe@t. We began to fancy ourfelves
in the abode of fome magician, or (as our com=

panions
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panions were two ancient females, and not the
moft comely of their years) in the clutches of
fome mifchievous old witches, the reprefentation
of whofe habitations in Shakelpere’s Macbeih
we could for once perfuade ourfelves had its
foundation in nature.—Kent’s-hole is in no part
more than twenty feet high, but the bottom of
it is very irregular, being fometimes on an af-
cent, and fometimes on a defcent, and the moil-
ture of the ftone on which we trod rendered
both not a little difficult and dangerous.—The
roof is in fome places {o low that we were
obliged to advance on our knees.—At length
we reached the extremity of the cavern, which
is full two hundred yards long, and, though it
{ometimes winds, feems to run for the molt
part in a fouthern direttion. As no great ele-
vation of ground appears on the outfide, the

declivity of it muft be confiderable.

The rocks about Torquay confift of lime-
{ftone, which feems to form the fhell, as it were,

of the greater part of the country fouth of
Chud-

Devon,
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Chudleigh, Afhburton, and Tmﬁcfs. Occa-
fionally in this tratt red loam, flate, or clay will
appear, but thefe fubftances form in general a
kind of coating to the former, and are deep

only in the valleys and lower grounds,

The limeftone of Torquay is of a hardifh
texture, and fomewhat refembles that of the
Briftol rocks in colour and frature, but about
Chudleigh and Afhburton, (as I have mentioned
before) it is of a light blue, with veins of white,
and takes fo good a polifh as to obtain the de<

nomination of marble,

Torsay appeared in all its grandeur as we
pafled the more elevated part of its borders, in
our way to Dartmouth. Here were the firft
myrtle hedges that I had feen; they were co-
vered with a moft delicious bloom, and {ur-
rounded many of the gardens by the road fide.
We could fcarcely perfuade ourfelves that we
were not on the fouth fide of the Britifh Chan-
nel.—The bay appears to be about twelve miles

in
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in compafs, and is reckoned one of the fineft
roads for fhips our coaft can boaft of. It was
the general ftation for the Englifh fleet during
the whole time of William III.’s war with
France, and here it was that this monarch ar-

rived, when Prince of Orange only, on the

memorable fifth of November, 1688.

The country at fome diftance from DarT-
mouThH has a very bold alpe&, and the road
curves round the feet of {fome lofty hills, which
appearing in fucceflion, and continually form-
ing new lines and boundaries of fight, firike an
admirer of pifturefque effett extremely. We
were in {fome mealure prepared for the enchant-
ing {cene which our paflage acrofs the Dart
opened to us. This river is almoft half a mile
wide between Kingfwere (where we entered the
ferry-boat) and Dartmouth.—On our left ap-
peared the caftle, which ftands at the mouth of
the river, furrounded by a rich mafs of oak,
and the fteeple of an adjoining church juft
peeps above the branches. Oppofite to us was

the

DWM!
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the town, fituated on the declivity of a craggy
hill, and extending, embofomed in trees, almoft
a mile along the water’s edge.—The quay and
dock-yards projeét into the river, and caufe an
apparent curvature in its courfe which had an
effedt inexpreflibly finifhed and beautiful. Some
{hips of war, and feveral fmall veflels, floating
in different parts of it, broke its uniformity.—
The rocks on each fide are compofed of a
glofly purple flate, and their fummits fringed
with a number of ornamental plants and fhrubs.
~— Enraptured with {o lovely a fcen,é, we arrived

infenfibly at the quay of Dartmouth,

This town is very fingularly built, the ftreets
being one fo much higher than another that it is
almoft poffible to {hake hands from without with
a perfon at the window of an attic ftory. The
quay is large and convenient, and the trade of

Dartmouth (by no means inconfiderable now)

- was once as extenfive as that of any place in the

county, Exeter excepted.

The
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The walls of the old caftle ftand at the fouth  Dewom
end of the town, but do not give one an idea of
its having been either ftrong or handfome. It

was of a circular form.

Valeriana rubra (red
valerian) grows in the crevices of the ftone;
this plant indeed is not uncommon in fuch fitua-

tions along the weftern coalt.

The prefent caftle is full half a mile diftant
from the town, and, if not a warlike, 1s certainly
a very pitturefque building, but by no means
{pacious. Adjoining to it there is a chapel, the
ftone tower and {pire of which were built by the
town{men not many years ago. It belongs to
Stoke-Fleming Church, two miles off, and was
erefted in Edward II1.’s time.

Dartmouth has frequently been attacked by
the French, who ftruck no {mall terror into the
inhabitants in the reign of Richard I. and
Henry IV. They met with a rough reception,
however, in the year 1404, and from a-very un-
expefled quarter. M. de Caftel, their leader,

(Camden
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(Camden fays)  was fo fet upon by the peafants
and women, that he was cut off with his whole
party.”” This is a memorable proof of the per-

fonal courage of our fair countrywomen.

We felt the greateft reluttance to leave Dart-
mouth. The town itlelf indeed, and our ac-
commodations were enough to drive us away
at once, but the fcenery about it delighted us
more than any thing we had feen in the courfe
of our tour. Whether we were feated in the
bow-window of our inn, which commanded an
unobfiruéted view of the oppofite banks of the
Dart, or whether we rambled along the paths
that divided in various diretions about the
rocks, there was a combination of features on
which the eye gazed with inconceivable pleafure.
—The fcenery of Dartmouth certainly prefents
a molt exquifite treat to a landfcape painter.
The view towards the mouth of the harbour, in
particular, exhibits fuch a happy aflemblage of
objeéls for a piture that it is perhaps {carcely to

be exceeded. A rocky knoll projeéting from
the
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the fhore makes an admirable fnregmuﬁd. Devon,

One of the fide-{creens is formed by the pittu-

‘refque caftle with the adjoining church, juft
emerging-from a fine wood which enriches the
right-hand fide ;—the other a high promontory,
with a fmall fort at its feet ;—whilft the main fea
appears in front through a narrow opening, and
leaves nothing for the imagination to wifh for in

the compofition.

A loofe, bluifh flate prevails almoft the whole
way to Ivy-bridge. This traét of country forms
a part of what 1s generally known by the name of
the South-Hams, and is much celebrated for its South-Hams,
richnefs and fertility. The eye, however, is
offended, and the profpeét obftrutted too, by
the fences, which are compofed of high embank-
ments topped with coppice wood. Square
fields and ftrait hedge-rows, how profitable fo-
ever in an agricultural point of view, are really
nuilances when confidered as conftituting a part
of the fcenery of a country.—The foil is a fine
deeploam.  Lime-ftone rocks occafionally rear

their
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their heads, and perhaps a regular chain may be

traced quite from Torquay to Plymouth.

At Ivy-bridge we re-entered the road to Ply-
mouth, and had no reafon to regret having for-
faken it, except that we had not the opportunity
of feeing Buckfaftleigh-Priory, fituated a few
miles fouth-weft from Afhburton, on the borders

of Dartmoor.

Ivy-sripcE is a {mall groupe of houfes de-
lightfully fituated on the banks of the river
Arme; which rufhes with a loud roar over a bed
of rocks ;—after a rainy feafon it forms quite a
torrent, and brings down from the hills frag-
ments of granite.* Large blocks of this fubs=
{tance indeed lie by the road-fide, but no regu-
lar flratum of it is difcoverable, nor of the bluith

# The granite of Ivy-bridge is of a dead whitifh colour, and compofed
of avery large proportion of fel fpar (which appears for the moft part in
long narrow cryftals) pellucid quartz, fome fchoerl, and a few {carcely dif-
cernible fpecks of mica,

rock
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rock* that lies fcattered in detached maffes like
the granite, though both might probably be
traced up to the mountains of Dartmoor. It is
there that the Arme takeé its rife. The rocks

which conftitute its bed feem to have been torn

and hurled, as it were, from their original fitua-

tions by fome paroxylm of nature.—Clofe to
the bridge ftands one of the moft comfortable
and elegant inns in the weflt of England, and in
the gardens belonging to it (which run along one
fide of the river) the bridge, the high grounds
beyond it, the rocks, and the foaming current

aflume the moft picturefque relations.

The Plymouth road now led us confiderably
to the left, and we pafled through PrymerroON-
St. MAarRY.—Here was formerly a college for a
dean and four prebendaries, founded by one of

the Saxon princes. A priory of regular canons

* Mr, Hatchett conceives this rock to be the dicter fildi-fpar, of
Werner,

VOL, I, K. was

_Dewﬂa.
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was afterwards eftablifhed, in the room of the
former, who were difplaced by Warlewalt,
Bifhop of Exeter. The rigid prelate perempto-
rily infliéted this punifhment upon them for not
difmiffing their wives, in obedience to the de-
crees of the fynod of London, in 1102. The

abfurdity and ill confequences of thefe decrees

- {feem to have been evident to the very affembly

that pafled them, by the puniflhment which it
thought proper to fubjoin againft -vices not

heard of in England before.

Plympton-Earls is diftant, but vifible, from
the high road. It was the birth-place of Sir
Jofhua Reynolds, whofe father kept a gram-
mar-{fchool there.®* The caftle, which was an-
ciently the feat of the family de Ripariis, 1s a
confpicuous objectt at fome diftance.

Crofling the Plym, we were much ftruck by a

* See Teftimonies to the Genius and Memory of Sir Jofhua .F-eynoldh

view
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view of SaLTR AM, the feat of Lord Boringdon,
The grounds extend along the banks of the ri-
ver, and form a.fine, decorated {cene. The ap-
~proach. to the houle lies through fome well dif-
poled groupes of trees, ona gentle afcent to the
left of it. There are feveral pleafing openings
as you advance, and at length, on the fummit of
~ the hill, a noble and wide extent of {cenery un-
folds itfelf. The houfe is built in a very plain,
{ubftantial manner, without any ornamental ap-
pendages whatever on the outfide. After en-
tering it, we were condutted through an clegant
fuite of apartments (on the ground floor) which

are furnifhed with fome charming piétures.

Zuccarelli’s belt performances are in this col-

lE&iDn.

As we intended to vifit Plymouth on our re-
turn out of Cornwall, we pafled on without de-
lay to Saltafth. Oppolfite this place we found a
commodious ferry-boat; which wafted us and

our horfes acrofs the Tamar.

K 2 CORN-

Devone
Saltram,
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" CORNWALL.

SALTASH is fituated on the declivity of 2
very fleep hill, which (through the principal
fireet) it is not eafy to afcend on horfeback.—
The quay commands a fine view of the river
down to Plymouth-dock, and of Maker-heights;
on the left may be {een the mouth of the Tavy,
and the bleak heaths of Roborough. Though

a borough, Saltath is but a poor town, and yet

the corporation are enriched by the anchorage
and foilage of foreign veflels, the privilege of
dragging for oyflers, the ferry, &ec. which, we
were informed, produce confiderable profits.
The fituation is not inviting, nor is there any
thing picturefque 1in the applearance of the fur-
rounding lands, which produce corn and pal-

turage,
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turage, f{eparated by uniform ftrait hedges.

Towards St. Germain’s the country aflumes a

more bold and ornamented afpeét; fome {pots

on the road are highly beautiful.

St. GErRMAIN’s is a miferable borough town,.

ﬁhcre nothing could have detained us except
the church, which is a very venerable, ancient
fabric, faid to have been founded by Athelltan.
It was dedicated to St. Germaine, who, (if I
recolleét right) was Bifhop of Auxerre, in
France.. The whole of the weft front ftill re-
- mains, but the two towers (one of which is oc-
tagonal and the other {quare) do not appear to
be a part of the original defign. The porch is
Saxon, We foon perceived that the body of
the church was of no remote date, though the
arches are turned on the ancient Saxon pillars,
which are uncommonly bulky, and their capitals
fingularly ornamented. The old chancel fell
in, with a great crafh, in the year 1592, juft
after divine fervice. The windows are in many
places, ftained with the arms of the diocele, and

K 3 of
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St. Ger-
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of feveral of its bifhops, whofe fee was fixed
here after its removal from Bodmin, and before
the diocefes of Devon 1and Cornwall were united
at Crediton.—There are the vaults allo of fe-
veral ancient families, fuch as the Scawens,
Glanvills, and Eliots, over which are {fufpended
the pompous decorations of banners, efcut-
cheons, &c. On a monument belonging to
one of the Glanvills we noticed the following

curious infcription, upon which time and pains

muft have been miferably mifapplied:

s« Inditur in gelidum Gregis hujus opilio buftul/
¢ Omnibus irriguis Lachrymis fimul urbis et agrd
¢ Hujus erit vivax Atque indeclebile nomeN
«¢ Artibus et linguis Necnon virtute probat/
¢¢ Nobis ille nove Fatem pro munere legi§
¢« Naviter et graviter Fucunde et fuaviter egi?
¢ Ergo relanguenti Licet eluCteter ab orbE
¢¢ Spiritus zternum Lucebit totus ut afteR

A. D. 1599. z4. Nov. natus eft

1631, 20. Octobris denatus,”

There was formerly a burial ground round
the church, but Lord Eliot, a few years ago,
took it into his lawn, and of courfe removed

every
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every {epulchral memorial, which occafioned no
{mall murmur and complaint among the helplels
inhabitants of the town.—The parifh is faid to
be twenty miles in circumference, and to contain

no lefs than fifteen villages.

Within a few yards of the church, on the
fpot where a priory formerly ftood, the feat of
Lord Eliot is fituated, from whofe family the
place takes the name of Poré-Eliot. The
church lands came into the pu[ﬁa{ﬁﬂn' of the
Eliots in the reign of Elizabeth, from whom the
borough received its privileges. At the diffo-
lution of religious houfes, the annual revenues
of the priory were valued at two hundred and
forty-three pounds eight fhillings.—Magnifi-
cence was wholly avoided in the exterior of the
manfion, and perhaps its fimplicity is more cor-
refpondent to the fcenery by which it is {fur-
‘rounded, and which is rather to be called pleal-
ing than pitturefque or grand. Lynher creek
approaches within a fmall diftance of the {pot,

o and

Cornwall,

Port-Eliot,
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and is joined by the river Tidy, navigable from
Tidiford.

b %

There are not more than fifty or fixty houfes
in St. Germain’s, which, however, would exer—
cife its privileges juft as well were the number
ftill lefs. It is the property of Lord Eliot,
whofe two fons are the prefent reprefenta~

tives.

After a ride of twelve miles on a rough, hilly,

and intricate road, which led through feveral

Eaft and Welt villages, we arrived at Looe. There are two

Looe,

places indeed of that name, and they are fo
called from the two rivers Eaft and ‘Welt
Looe, which unite juft before they empty
themfelves into the f{ea, and. feparate thefe
towns. One ftream takes its rife a little north-
weft from Lifkeard, and the other in the parifh
of St. Pennock. We were much ftruck by a

view of the river as we defcended into Eaft

Looe, which communicates with Weft Looe by

a bridge of fifteen arches, built after a very an-

cient

o
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cient fathion. There was fomething more bold
and of a grander effect with refpeét to the nearer
objetts than in any {cene that had yet occurred.
The river walhes the bales of the mountainous
fwells of ground on both fides, and Weft Looe
is flanked by a prodigious eminence that at a
diftance appears inacceflible, and in fatt is one
of the fteepelt {pots in the county.—Both towns
are boroughs, though inconfiderable places, and
fupported chiefly by the pilchard fifhery, which
is a branch of bufinefs not very likelv to recom-

mend them to vifitors.

We did not halt at Looe, but proceeded im-
mediately towards Fowey, our road ftretching
over the lofty hill juft mentioned, and affording
us an unobfirutted profpett of land and fea.
The face of the country between Looe and

Fowey refembles the lefs cultivated parts of

Cornwall.

Wiltfhire, and the eye roams over a bleak, un-

ornamented f{pace, in which nothing but a few
villages and fcattered cottages occur to make it
paufe. We began to fancy ourlelves already

arrived
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arrived in the mining country, and that we
had bid adieu to fertility and piGurefque
beauty. '

At the foot of fome rocky, rifing ground, at
a fhort diftance from Fowey, we had the fatif-
faction of feeing Sibthorpia Europea, growing
in great profufion. This little plant, fo partial
to the flaty foil of Cornwall, was difcovered by
the indefatigable Ray, between the publication
of his firlt edition of the Cat. Plant. Anglie,
in 1670, and of the fecond in 1677. It was
called Sibthorpia by Linnzus, in honour of Dr.
Sibthorpe, father of the late Regius Profeflor of
And here I hope I fhall
be pardoned, if I paufe to pay a tribute of

Botany in Oxford.

efteem to the memory of one whofe friendfhip I
muft ever remember with gratitude, and whofe

-name will ever be pronounced with refpe& by

all who purfue the peaceful {cience to which he
fell a martyr. Gifted with fuperior talents, ac-
complifhed in the graceful as well as the more
laborious departments of human learning, tread-

ing



WESTERN COUNTIES. 139

=

ing the Ha-ths of botany with an enthufialm of Cornwall.
which early years and an ample fortune {eemed
to promile an enviable indulgence, Dr. John
Sibthorpe was a perfon to whom the {cientific
world looked forward with the hope of being
eminently informed and enriched. DBut alas!
nature allowed him to furvive too fhort a time
his {econd voyage to Greece, and his releafe
from the oppreflion of a pulmonary diforder was
granted only in the arms of death. In:the
words of the Roman poet, however, I may con-

fidently fay,

¢¢ Manet hunc pulchrum fua fama laborem.”

Fowey is fituated on the weftern bank of Fowey.

the river Fawy, along which it extends nearly a
mile, and there is a ferry from the village of
Polruan, immediately oppofite.—The rocks on
both fides of the river are compofed of a hard
bluifh flate, containing broad veins of what is
generally called by mincraln.giﬂs Jfat quartz,
from its colour and greafinefs to the touch.
Indced the flate alfo has almoft the un&tuoul-

nefs
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Cornwall.. nefs of killas, and feems gradually to pafs into
that {ubftance.—Scarcely any wood appears,
but the height of the rocks, the boldnefls of the
neighbouring hills, and the wildnefs of the dif-
tant land{cape have a grand effeét as you crols

the water.

Long before we landed at Fowey, our olfac—
tory nerves were affailed by the effluvia of (alted
.pilchai'ds, aftonifhing ftores of which are laid
up in the town, and form a very prﬂﬂu&ive
article of trade. The verjr fields are ftrewed
with the refufe of fith and {alt, which no doubt
makes excellent manure, and may be obtained,
we were informed, at as {fmall a price as nine
pence, or one fhilling per bufhel, each bufhel
confifting of ecighteen gallons. Many veflels
being employed in the fifhery at the time of our
arrival, curiofity induced us to hire a boat, and
go out to fea to oblerve their operations.—The
waves drove with fuch firength through the
mouth of the river, that no {mall exertion was
required to reach the diftant fither-boats, which

are
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are generally ftationed in ten fathoms water and Coramwali
clear of all breakers. The flownels of our
voyage, however, allowed us to contemplate at
our leifure the fine {hores between which we
pafled. Two {quare ftone forts, one on each
fide of the river, {tand between the mouth of it
“and the oppofite quays of Polruan and Fowey.
Thefe were built by Edward IV. but are now
fuffered to run to decay, St. Catharine’s fort
and the adjoining battery being thought a {uffi-
cient defence. Our boatmen informed us there
was once a chain or boom, that might be ex-
tended from one fort to the other in cafe of an
invafion.—We were much. firuck with that of
St. Catharine, as we pafled under it. It flangds
on the fummit of a fteep and magnificent pile
of rocks that form one of the jaws of the river,
and becomes in many points of view a very
pifturefque objett. There are fome large pieces
of cannon on the platform, of which the gunner
feemed to be not a little proud. This honeft
fellow, who was entirely deprived of one of his
eyes, and apparently of half the other, engaged

Lo
” i
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to demoliil any fhip that offenfively approached J
the harbour.' I can certainly bear teftimony to
the vigilance of our friend the gunner, notwith=
ftanding his déﬁciency of eye fight, for he fpied -
one of my companions employed in drawing a
view of -his ‘formidable fortrefs, and requefted
him forthwith to folicit the permiffion of the
mayor.—St. Catharine’s fort (with the cha-
pel ﬁrhich, we were told, once adjoined to it)
was built by the townfmen in the reign of
Henry VIIL. '

We were not fortunate enough to fee the
manner of drawing up the nets, or feines, but
they were {prcad out, and a number of light
fail-boats were coafting at a diftance in order to
give notice to the filhermen if a fhoal fhould
approach. Sometimes people are {flationed on
the rocks to watch the courfe of the fifh, and
are called Auers, from their fetting up a Aue to
the fithermen. One of the feines which we
faw fretche 1 was two hundred fathoms in cir-

cumference, and eighteen in depth. Some are
faid
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faid to contain upwards of two hundred hog{- Corrwall,
heads, each hogfhead including generally three
thoufand fifhes. ~ About twenty-eight thoufand
hogfheads were fuppoled to have been caught
this feafon about the coaft of Fowey, and even
that number is not reckoned extraordinarily
great. Ten years ago, however, the fifh were
fo {carce that the families of the fithermen lived
folely on limpets, which at other times they
could not be prevailed upon to eat.—The time
at which the pilchards make their appearance
on the Cornifh coaft is about the middle of
July ; at the latter end of September they de-
part to tbe arttic regions, like the herring.
Thirty or forty years back Chriftmas was the
time of their departure. This alteration of
their period is a very curious fatt. Fifhermen
are never hired at prelent for a longer time
than three months, or even fix weeks, whereas
formerly they were employed almoft half a year,
—The worft enemy to the. fithery is' the dog-
filh (Squalus Catuwlus) which, we were told,

haunts -
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haunts this part of the coaft, and devours the

pilchard very greediiy.

Having waited {ome time for the appearance
of a thoal, without fuccefs, we returned towards
the town, and were firuck more than ever with
the {ublime and pi&urefqpue effe&t of the coaft.
The rocks on the Polruan fide of the river rife
to a vaft height, and are rudely broken into
pinnacles and prominences of uncommon bold-
nefs. Our view in front was terminated by
hills which diftance melted into one undulating
ridge.

Juft above Polruan we obferved a ruin
fcarcely enough of which remains to give one
any idea of the architeture, extent, or purpofe

of the original building. We were told that it

was once a fort of watch-tower or fort.

On our landing we found a great number of
people colletted at the quay, to whom a party
of 'unfortunate fithermen juft returned were ex-

hibiting
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hibiting their torn nets. It was calculated that
the profit of full forty pounds was loft, owing to
an accident in hauling them up; without great
fteadinefs and caution they are very apt to
break. Thefe filhermen had fecured, however,
fome fine doree, turbot, and whiting-pollack,
which ‘(particularly the latter) are plentiful on
the Fowey coaft.—The whiting-pollack (Gadus
Pollachius) is in growth not much unlike the
whiting, but its under jaw is longer than the up-
per, and it often weighs five or {ix pounds. Its
back is of a fort of dufky green colour; its belly
white. This fiflh forms a frequent difh in

Cornwall, and 1s very excellent food.

We now vifited the ftore-houfes for pil-
chards, the quantity of which, in one houfe
alone, amounted to three hundred and ninety
thoufand filhes. The reader may judge of
what importance the pilchard fifhery is to this
county, efpecially when he is informed that the
cafh paid for pilchards exported from the dif-

ferent ports of Cornwall has amounted, ata

YoL: 1. L medium,

C arr:wéff.
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medium, to the fum of nearly fifty thoufand
pounds annually.  This fum includes the
bounty allowed on exportation (which is eight
fhillings and fixpence per hogfhead), and the oil
made out of each. In the ftore-houfes as well
as in every cafk, a portion of falt is' fpread be-
tween every layer of fifh, and in the latter the
fifh are prefled as clofely together as pofhible, {o
that the whole when turned out is quite in a
compa& ftate. The floor or pavement on
which they are laid up is on a gentle declivity,
that the deliquefcens fat and falt may drain off
and be pft‘:f‘trved.—ﬁ?t found a great number
of men, women, and children employed in the
various procefles of wafhing, falting, prefling,
and making nets, ropes, cafks, &c. and we had
now an opportunity of examining the form and
fize of the pilchard, which in faét feems at firft
to differ {o little from the herring that it is con-
founded with that {pecies by Linnzus under the
name of Clupea Harengus. Upon clofe infpec<
tion one may dilcover, I think, an eflential dif-
ference between them, the former being lefs

com-=
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comprefled than the latter, and alfo fmaller.
The dorfal fin of the pilchard is placed exaétly

in the centre of gravity, fo that the ordinary

mode of diftinguifhing it from the herring is to

try whether, when taken up by this fin, it pre-
ferve an equilibrium or not. The body of the
herring dips towards the head. Mr. Pennant
obferves that the fcales alfo of the latter cafily

drop off, whereas thofe of the pilchard adhere
very clofely.*

Fowey may be called a colony of fithermen ;
it is a large town, and contains many refpeétable
inhabitants, moft of whom, however, are con-
cerned in the general trade. The church is a
large, lofty, and handfome fabric, much orna-
mented with mouldings on the outfide, and
carved work within. From the ftile of archi-
teture, and the rofe obfervable on the key-

ftones of feveral arches, I fhould fuppofe it to

— i e e ——— s,

* See Britifb Zoolsgy, vol. 3, p. 346,

L 2 be
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be of the date of Edward IV.’s reign. Clofe
to the burial ground, there is an eminence to
which a flight of fteps lead, and where a ve-
nerable old manfion called Treffry Houfe ftands.
It is partly modern, and originally belonged
to the Treffry family. Old Leland gives the
following account of it, viz. “ The French-
men diverfe tymes (fays he) affailid this town
( Fowey) and laft moft notably about Henry V1.
time, when the wife of Thomas-Treury (Tref-
fry) the 11. with her men repelled the French
out of her houfe 1 her houfebands abfence,
whereupon Thomas Treury bnilte a righte fatr,
and ftrongly embattled tower in his houfe, and
embatling all the waulls of the houfe in a man-
ner made it a caftelle, and unto this day it is the
glorie of the town building in Fowey.”* In
the roof of the hall appears the date, 1575 |
The old gate-way remains, as well as the ca/-
tellated afpeét of the whole building, and there

# Itinerary, vol, 3, ps 22.

i
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is a public walk near it, overlooking the town
and harbour.—Before I conclude this defcrip-
tion of Fowey, I ought to refer the reader to
Grofe’s Antiquities for reprefentations of the
feveral forts, &c. which are extremely accurate

and well executed,

Having obtained all the information we could
defire on the fubjett of the pilchard fifhery, we
proceeded to MenasiLLy, the feat of Philip
Rafhleigh, Efq. M. P. for Fowey, whofe po-
litenefs prevailed on us to pafs fome days with

~him,

Mr. Rafhleigh poffeffes the moft fplendid
collettion of minerals in Cornwall, or perhaps
in the kingdom. The mineral produttions of
the county conftitute the moft valuable part of
his cabinet, being as ample and inftruétive as
could be procured. Among thefe the moft re-
markable {pecimens are green carbonate of lead,
and apatite, with quartz (from near Helfton),
blende, in twenty-fided cryftals, and green fluor,

L3 n
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in cryftals of twenty-four fides (from St. Agnes),
cryfitallized antimony, with red blende, on quartz
(from Huel Boys, near Port-Ifaac), yellow cop-
per ore, with opal (from Rofkeir), and arfeniate
of copper, in cubes of a bright grafs green co-
lour (from Huel Carpenter)——In fhort, every
mineralogical rarity of the county is to be feen
in this rich and magnificent collettion, with the
infpeétion of which its truly worthy and liberal

polleflor has been on all occafions ready to gra;

- tify thofe who ftudy the fcience. How much it

is to be wifhed that men of large fortunes and
wide conneélions would more frequently thus
cultivate fome branch of ufeful knowledge, and
aflift thofe whofe tafte difpoles them to purfue
the fame, but whofe circumitances may render
it imprudent for them to incur the expences of
it !—{uch men are ornaments to their country ;
and they are the beft benefattors to {cience, for
whilft they find an amufement for their own lei-

fure they promote its popularity, and encourage
Its votaries,

Mena-
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Menabilly is fituated about four miles weft Corawall,
from Fowey, at a fhort diftance from the fea, of
which the front windows command an extenfive
view, Under thefe windows myrtles flourifh
the whole year, and perfume with their fragrance
the adjoining apartments.—Near the thore Mr.
Rafhleigh built (a few years ago) a beautiful
grotto, which is celebrated throughout the coun-
ty, and not without reafon. It {tands at the ex-
tremity of a large grove, and is conftructed with
the fineft fpecies of marble and ferpentine, bril-
liant cryftals, pebbles, fhells, &c. A table,
placed in the middle of it, contains {pecimens
of thirty-four fpecies of granite, all colletted in
Cornwall. Here are alfo fome links of the
“chain (encrufted with fhells, coral, &¢c.) which
once extended acrofs the Fawy. They were

taken up in the year 1776 by fome fithermen,
From Menabilly we made excurfions to the
Poth ftream-works of tin, Polgooth-mine, and

Roche rocks,

L4 The
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The Porn sTREAM-WORKS, are about four
miles from Fowey, contiguous to the fhore of
Trewardreth bay. Thele works are fome of
the moft confiderable of the kind in Corn-
wall, and the ore 1s of the pureft fort. With-
out any other management than being pound-
ed and waflhed on the fpot, it is faid to have
brought thirteen parts for twenty at the
{melting-houfe—that is, fmelters have contratted
to deliver to the owner’s order thirteen pounds
of tin for twenty pounds of ore. The pebbles
from which the metal is extrafted are found
imbedded in a bluifh marl, mixed with fand,
and containing various marine exuvie. The
depth of the principal flraium is about twenty
feet, and its thicknefs about fix or feven.
Great part of it had been worked before iron
tools were ufed, for large pickaxes made of
oak, holm, and box have been found here.
The pebbles run from the fize of fand to that
of a fmall egg, and are for the moft part rounded
mriclently-by attrition againft each other. They
are found over a great traét of St. Blazey moor,

and
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and near Par, where are alfo {tream-works.
The fand at the latter place is in fome places
feventy feet deep, and large blocks of granite
lie buried in i1t. It appears to me that both
about Poth and Par the {oil has been formed
partly by depofit from the fea, and partly by
mould and fragments wafhed by flreams from
the furrounding mountains. The fhells which
abound in the ftream-works at all depths are
proofs of the former, and numerous rivulets may
be traced from the granite ridges about Luxu-
lian and Lanlivery to the margin of the bay
where they empty themfelves. Thefe have
wafhed down pieces of ore from its beds, and
perhaps remnants of old workings, and the fea
has afterwards covered them with mud and
fand, which are now carried off by brifk ftreams
of water condutted over the ground, in little
channels, fo as to leave the pebbles at the bot-
tom ; hence the name of flream-works, which
moft probably were the earlieft method difco-
vered by our anceltors for procuring the ore of

tin.  After being pounded by a machine made
for

Cornwall,
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for the purpofe, (and turned by water) and again
wafhed in order to be cleanfed as much as pof-
fible from earthly particles, the ore is fent to
the fmelting-houle to be made into malleable
metal.—So valuable is the {upply of water ufed
in fome of the ftream-works, that when turned
from grift-mill tenants, it has been let for fifty

pounds per month, for {everal years following.

At Poth the famous wood-tin, as it is called,
(from the appearance of wood which fome of
the pebbles exhibit) has been found abundantly,
but it is now fcarce. It has nearly the colour of
hematites (and indeed contains fome iron), with
fine ftreaks or flrie converging to the different
centres, like the radiated zeolite. 1t is bhard
enough to give fparks with fteel, and when bro-
ken ftill fhews a fibrous appearance. Profeffor
Brunnich, of Copenhagen, fays that it gives
thirty-four parts of*tin in an hundred.* Klapa

* See Memoirs of the R-:_;em" Eﬂ'fffﬂ,"b :i’fﬂﬁfﬂ'?‘:jl'.

roth



WESTERN COUNTIES. 155

roth found that it yielded more than fixty-

three.*

On fome heathy ground near St. Blazey, Be-

tula Alnus (alder) grows in great profufion.

PorcoorH, one of the richelt and largeft
tin-mines in the county, if not in the world, is
fituated about two miles fouth-weft from St,
Auftle. The furrounding country is for many
miles bleak, barren, and tedious to the eye—I
ought not indeed to call it barren, for its bowels
contain riches, though, like the thabby mien of
the mifer, its alpett does not correlpond with the

hoards.

There are no lels than hfty fhafts in Pol-
gooth ; twenty-fix are ftill in ufe, with as many
horizontal wheels, or whims. The main vein

of ore, which is about f{ix feet thick, runs from

® Sce Obfervations on the Mines and Minerals of Cornwalls

caft
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eaft to weft, and dips to the'north at the rate of
about fix feet in a fathom. Towards the eaft it
divides into two branches, and there 1s another
that cuts the former nearly at a right angle, and
confequently runs north and fouth, dipping to
the eaft. The exaét extent of this mine has not
been afcertained, but we were informed that it
has afforded tin the full length of a mile. The
depth of the engine-fhaft is about one hundred
and ten fathoms, and this machine draws up, at
each firoke, a column of water thirty feet in
height and fifteen inches in diameter. There
is alfo an excellent overfhot water-engine with
a wheel thirty-fix feet in diameter. The ore 1s
diffeminated in general through a matrix of ca=

ple,;* accompanied with yellow cupreous py-

st
——

——

* It muft be remembered that I now ufe the terms of the miners,
which are commonly very vague, Caple is as vague an one as any——
fometimes it is given as a general term to the cruft, or coating of the ore ;
—ifometimes to an argillaceous f{ubftance, and fometimces to a quartzole
one. ‘FThe miners are directed folely by the externa facies of a mineral,
and even abowt the name applicable te that fearcely two can agree,
They have pretty generally determined, however, that caple muift be black,
and at Polgooth they mean a heavy kind of quartz which is perfeétly
opake, clofe textured, and contains a large portion of argill,

rites,
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rites, and fometimes ferrugineous ochre. It is
of the vitreous kind, but rarely found in cryl-

tals ;—the colour for the moft part greyifh

brown. The country* of the ore is chiefly a -

greyifh killas, but we obferved large heaps of
what the miners call elvan flonet about the
fhafts. This fubftance, they told us, formed a
crofs courfe, and drove the vein of tin {everal
feet out of the direét line.—Polgooth is faid to
have yielded a clear profit of one thoufand five
hundred pounds per month, and Borlafe men-
tions that in his time the proprietors gained
twenty thoufand pounds annually, feveral years
following. Upwards of feventeen thoufand
pounds were expended, however, before the

mine yielded one fhilling.

* By the country of an ore the miners mean the fvil, or fubftance,
throvgh which the veins of ore run, or in which they are imbedded,

t This term is given to fubftances perfeétly different in their compo=
fition, and we could never obtain a fatisfaCtory definition of an elwan
Slone, The elvan of Polgooth, however, is a greenifh, or cinercous gra-
nite, compofled of quartz, mica, felfpar, and fome fearites intimately
blended. It is fometimes found in a decompofing ftate, when it aflumes
a pale yellowifh colour and a porphyritic texture,

This

Cornwall,
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This perhaps may not be an improper place
to give the reader fome idea of the mode in
which mining affairs in Cornwall are condutted,
and alfo of the various workings and procefles

purfued in the mines.

The indications of the prefence of a lode®
(or vein of metal) in a particular fpot are vari-
ous. The moft general are either a barren
patch and a partial deficiency of vegetation,
(but this can happen only when a lode is near
the furface of the ground) or fcattered frag-
ments of ore, called fhodes, when they lie con-
tiguous to a fubftance of primitive formation,
fuch as granite, quartz, killas, &c.—or a me-
tallic, harfh tafte in fpr.ings and rills. Ma-

ny rich lodes have been difcovered by work-

* A Jode 1s a crack, or fiflure; (in the earth) containing a metallic fub-
ftance which may be conceived to have infinuated itfelf, as it were,
into it, like the fparry matter of Ludus Helmontii into the eracks of
the clay,

ing
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ing drifis,* as they are called, acrofs the
country from north to fouth, and wice-verfa.
This direttion is taken becaufe moft of the
veins of metal in Cornwall are found to run
from eaft to weflt, or nearly, fo that by driving
in the above manner a lode may be cut right
acrofs.—But by whatever accident or method
a lode be difcovered, the leave of the lord of
the foil muft be obtained before any workings
are commenced. On a wafte, or common, in-
deed, any one has a right to fet up bounds,T or
in other words, to take pofleflion of a {pot, and
the bounder’s confent is<as neceflary to adven«
turers as the lord’s in the former cafe. The
lord’s fhare of the profits (which is called his
difh) is generally one fixth, or one eighth, clear

of coft; the fhares of the adventurers depend

* A drift is a trench, or fofs, cut in the ground to a certain depth,
refembling a level dug to convey water to a mill-wheel,

+ Bounds, in Cornwall, are little pits dug about a foot deep and wide,
at the extreme angles of the portion of ground taken pofiefiion of for
mining.

on
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on their original contributions and engage-

ments.

In digging a mine, the three material points
to be confidered are the removal of the barren
rock, or rubbifh, the difcharge of water, (which
abounds more or lefs in every mine) and the
raifing of the ore. Difficulties of courfe in-
creafe with depth, and the utmoft aid of all the
mechanical powers 1s fometimes ineflettual when
the workings are deep and numerous. Moun-
tains and hills are dug with the moft conve-
nience, becaufe drains and adits may be cut to
convey the water at once into the neighbouring
valleys. Thefe adits are {ometimes continued
to the diftance of one or two miles, and, though
the expence is {o very confiderable, are found
a cheaper mode of getting rid of the water than
by raifing it to the top, elpecially when there
is a great flow and the mine very deep. It
fcldom happens, however, that a level is to
be found near enough for an adit to be made to

it from the Jdottom of a mine ; recourfe muft be
had
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had to a fteam-engine,* by which the water is

brought up to the adit, be the height of it what
it may. As foon as a fhaft is funk to fome
depth, a machine called a whim is ereéted, to
bring up either rubbifth or ore, which is previ-
oufly broken into convenient fragments by pick-
axes and other infiruments. The whim is

VoL, 1. M compoied

* The ficam-engine is one of the moft curious and, perhaps, moft
i ufeful machines that owe their origin to the difcoveries of philofophy ;
without it many of the mines in Cornwall muft long ago have ceafled to be
worked, and among other purpoles to which it has elfewhere been moft
advantageoufly applied thould be mentioned the fupplying of towns with
water, the grinding of corn, the turning of the wheels of machines in
woollen manufatories, and the blowing of bellows to fuie ores and me-
tals.—We have to boaft of this grand machine being invented, as well as
perfected, in our own country, Captain Savery is faid to have firft difco-
vered the method of raifing water by the preffure of air, in confequence
of the condenfation of fteam, or at leaft he was the firlt perfon that put
any method of this fort into practice. He obtained a patent in the year
1698 for a machine contrived in the following manner: the air was ex-
pelled from a veilel by fteam, and the fteam condenfed by the admiffion
of cold water, which caufing a vacuum, the preffure of the atmoiphere
forced the water to alcend into the fteam-veilel through a pipe twenty-
four or twenty-fix feet high; by denfe fleam brought from the boilers
the water in the fteam-veflel was elevated to the requifite height, This
conftruftion, however, did not anfwer, becaufe very ftrong vefiels were
wanted to refift the expanfive violence of the fteam, an enormous quantity
of which was, befides, condenfzd by coming in contaét with the cold-wa-
ter in the fleam-veilel, The danger of buriting the veflels was avoided

foon afterwards by the invention of Mcllrs, Newcomen and Cawley, of
Dartiouths

Cornwall,
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compofed of a perpendicular axis, on which
turns a large hollow cylinder, of timber (called
the cage), and around this a mpé (being direéted
down the fhaft by a pulley fixed perpendicularly
at the mouth of it) winds horizontally. In the
axis a tranfverfe beam is fixed, at the end of

which two horfes or oxen are faftened, and go

LE

Dartmouth, Thefe gentlemen employed for the fteam-veffel a hollow
cylinder, fhut at the bottom and open at the top, and furnifhed with a
pifton fliding eafily up and down in it, but made tight by cakum er
hemp, and covered with water, The pifton was fufpended by chains
from one end of a beam moveable on an axis in the middle of its length 5
to the other end of this beam hung the pump-rods.—Some imperfettions
ftill remained, but the moft important were at length wholly removed by
the difcoveries of Mr, Watt, and the conftrution made ufe of by that very
ingenious gentleman and Mr. Bolton, (of Scho, near Birmingham)
who obtained a patent for twenty-five years, in addition to the term
granted to Mr, W, alone in the year 1768. One of thefe machines will
work a pump of eighteen inches in diameter and upwards of one hun-
dred fathoms in height, at the rate ef ten or twelve ftrokes of feven feet
long, each, in a minute. It will raife a weight equal to eighteen thoufand
pounds to the height of eighty feet in that fame fpace of time. The
combined action of two hundred goed horfes could not effeft more,~In
Newcomen's engine, this would have required a cylinder ten feet in dia-
meter, but, as in the new engine, the fteam acts, and a vacuum is made,
alternately above and below the pifton, the power exerted is double to
what the fame cylinder would otherwife produce, and is farther augmented
by an inequality in the length of the two ends of the lever, It muft be
confidered too that one fifth part only of the coals which the old engine
would have required is ufed for the fame portion of work,

their
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their rounds, hauling up a bucket, (or Zzbdul)
full of ore, or rubbifh, whilft an empty one is
defcending. The ore is blown out of the rock
by means of gunpowder. When it is raifed out
of the mine, it is divided into as many fhares,
(or doles) as there are lords and adventurers, and
thele are meafured out by barrows, an account
of which is kept by a perfon who notches a ftick.
Every mine enjoys the privilege of having the
ore diftributed on the adjacent fields. It is ge-
nerally pounded or {tamped on the {pot in the
ftamping mill; if full of {lime, it is thrown into
a pit called a buddle to render the ftamping the
more free without choaking the grates. If
free from flime, the ore i1s fhovelled into a kind
of {loping canal of timber called the pafs, whence
it flides by its own weight and the affiltance of
a {mall {tream of water, into the box where the
lifters work. The lifters are raifed by a water
wheel, and they are armed at the bottom with
large maffes of iron (perhaps one hundred
and forty pounds in weight) which pound or
ftamp the ore fmall enough for its paflage

M 2 thruugh
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through the holes of an iron-grate fixed in one
end of the box. To aflift its attrition, a rill of
water keeps it conftantly wet, and it 15 carried
by a fmall gutter into the fore pit where it
makes its firlt fettlement, the lighter particles
running forward with the water into the med-
dle pit, and thence into the third, where what
is called the {lime fettles. From thefe pits they
carry the ore to the keeve, when it 1s quité
waflhed from all 1ts filth, and rendered clean
enough for the fmelting~houfe. The foreman,
(or principal fervant employed by a company of
adventurers) is called the Captain, who keeps the
accompts, pays and regulates the miners, and
manages a variety of concerns. There are alfo
Under-ground-captains (as they are ftiled) who
have the immediate infpeétion of the works
below, furvey the ladders and ropes, &c.—The
Cornith mines are defcended into by means
either of a bucket, a rope tied round one’s

thighs, or ladders. In fome mines any one of

thofe methods may be adopted. A perfon who

fhould prefer either of the two firft muft often
defcend
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defcend in the fame fhaft wherein the fteam-
engine works, and the noife arifing from its
movements, together with the horrible appear-
rance of the rod when lifted up over his head,
occafions the moft uneafy fenfations imaginable,
The miners them(elves invariably recommended
to us the ladder-fhafts, in which one has to truft
to one’s own firength, and the fpokes of a lad-
der, which are feldom fo infecure as ropes and
the other parts of a machine. By whatever
method however a perfon may be induced to
delcend, he is accoutred in a flannel jacket and
trowzers, a clofe cap, an old broad brimmed hat
over the latter (to fhelter the face from drop-
pings) and a thick pair of fhoes. A lighted can-
dle is put into one hand, and a {pare one {ufpen-
ded to a button of his jacket. The flannel drefls
is worn clofe to the {kin, in order to abforb
the profufe perfpiration which the clofenefls of
the mine, or the labour of mounting the ladders

may occafion, and every part of one’s ordinary
drefs is laid afide,

M 3 ROCHE=
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Rocue-rocks (lo called from the neigh-
bouring village of St. Roche) are fituated in
the midft of an open heath, half a mile fouth
from the road leading through Bodmin to Tru-
ro, and about fix miles from the former place,
The country around is naked, barren, and
dreary almoft beyond conception. Between St.
Roche and Leftwythiel the hills confift entirely
of granite, or at lealt of rocks of a granitic na-
ture, which peep above the foil in various
places, and form rude, grotefque crags. North
of St. Blazey there are confiderable ridges,
and it 1s remarkable that fome are cﬁmpofed of
detached blocks, wholly diffimilar with refpett
to their conftituent parts; the quartz, felfpar,
and mica are not only in very different propor-
tions, but different in texture, and are partially
mixed with {choerl and horn blende. On thefe
ridges innumerable rills take their rife, which
about Luxulian and Lanlivery, on the ealtern
fide of the Fawy, unite into copious ftreams,
wafhing away the fcanty vegetable mould, and

expofing
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expofing to view the broad bofoms of the rocks.
The particles of gold which are frequently
found here about and efpecially at Caftle Park,
near Lefltwythiel, and to the north of Probus,
(in which dire€tion the granite continues) are
probably wathed down from the f{ame rocky
eminences. . Mr. Rafhleigh informs me that
the degree of purity of this gold is nearly the
the fame as that of Wicklow, affording about
twenty-one parts out of twenty-four. The
largeft piece ever found in Cornwall was that
which belonged to Mr. Lemon, grandfather of
Sir William Lemon; it weighed fifteen pen-
ny-weights fixteen grains.—To return to the
fubjeét of Roche-rocks—Thefe confift of
a white fparry quartz, mixed with {choerl,
which appears in innumerable needle-like chryf-
tals, Two or three varieties of this {ubftance
are obfervable, in one the fchoerl being more
{paringly interfperfed, and in another more
abundantly, but the texture is throughout very
loofe, fome of it crumbling between the fingers

M 4 if
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if flightly rubbed.* — A pile of rocks ftarting
abruptly out of a wide green furface, and co-
vering fome {pace with enormous fragments on
which there are only a few veftiges of incipient
vegetation, form a fingular {cene, exbibiting a
kind of wild fublimity peculiar to itfelf. Some
of them are full fixty feet in height, and on a
proje@ion in one part ftands a {mall Gothic
building to all appearance very ancient, and
tradition reports that it was once the cell of a
hermit. A regular flight of fteps lead to it.—
Leaving Menabilly, we proceeded through St,
Auftle and Grampound to Truro,

On the downs between St. Blazey and St,
Auftle we remarked feveral barrows; in fome
places there were three, and in others as many
as five, in a line. Whether they are Britifh,

Roman, or Saxon, I am unable to determine,

# The above fubftance, according to M. d’ Aubenton, is a granitello,
mea name which Mr. Kirwan propofes, with great propriety, to apply ta
21l binary aggregates of the granitic kind,
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I thould obferve, however, that we {aw but few Cornwall.

of thele turf monuments in this county.

St. AustLE, which is a {mall place, has no- St. Auftle.
thing to recommend it to attention but the
church, which is a fine, old fabric. There is a
large blowing-houfe for tin at the weftern ex-

tremity of the town.

Gramrounp, though a borough, cannot Grampound.
boaft of much more extent, or refpettability of
appearance, than St. Auftle. It is a town of
great antiquity, and fuppofed to be the Voliba
of Ptolemy. The river Fal, which takes its
rife near St. Roche, runs through the place, and
the bridge over it is fuppofed to have given ori-
gin to the name of Grampound, a corruption

of grand pont (great bridge.)

Eaft of the Fal, above Grampound, the Corn-
ilh china-flone (as it is called) is principally
procured. This f{ubftance, like the Chinele
kaolin, feems to be merely a decompofed granite,

the
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the felfpar being become a foft lithomarga. At
Truro this fubftance has been manufaEturf:d
into  retorts and crucibles of fo excellent
a quality as to ftand the fire with uncom-
mon fuccefs, and it contains {o {mall a quan-
tity of iron, that the porcelain made from it in
Worcefterfhire and Staffordthire is very little
difcoloured.—The foil between St. Auftle and
Truro is chiefly killas, which towards the coaft

pafles into argillaceous flate.

We were much pleafed with the tower of
Probus church, which is a fine obje&t, but with-
out any accompaniment of agreeable {cenery,
or advantage of fituation. In fat this part of
the county is altogether infipid and unorna-
mented, hills and vales {ucceeding each other

with a tedious {famenefs.

Truro ftands in a vale at the conflux of two
rivers, Kenwyn and St. Allen, which, with the
tide from Falmouth harbour, form a fine body
of water, {ufficient to bring up fhips of full one

hundred
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hundred tons. It is unqueftionably the hand-
fomeft town in Cornwall, the ftreets being re-
gular and commodious, and the houlfes of a very
neat appearance. As it is a fort of central
place with refpett to the mines, adventurers
generally hold their meetings here, and the
tinners bring moft of their tin hither to be
coined,* as it is called. There are four other
coinage towns, which are Lifkeard, Leftwy-
thiel, Helfton, and Penzance. To one of thele
places every block of tin that is to be fold muft
be brought, in order to be affayed and licenced
by the officers of the dutchy of Cornwall, who
take off a piece of about a pound weight from
the bottom of the block, and, if they find-it {uf-
ficiently pure, {tamp the former with the Duke’s
arms. For every hundred weight of tin {o
ftamped he receives four thillings. The {tamp,
however, is faid to afford no fecurity for the

goodnefs of tin fold abroad, fince it is well

* This term feems to have been given on account of the ftamps
peing made with a hammer, like the impreflions on the ancient money,

known
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known that in Holland every tin-founder is
provided with it, and whatever his tin be, the
infcription ““ dlock tin’’ makes it pafs for En-
glifh,—A f{tranger will be very much ftruck, at
his firft entrance into Truro, to fee the blocks
of tin that lie in heaps about the ftreets,
Every block is worth ten or twelve guineas,
weighing {ometimes three hundred and twenty
pounds—a load too great for a thief to carry off
without difcovery.—More tin and copper are
exported hence than from any port in the
county, The wharf is very large and cona

venlent,

About one mile and an half from Truro, on

. the road to Falmouth, there is a large {melting-

houfe for tin, which, through the kindnefs of the
proprietor, we were permitted to vifit. It con-
tains ten reverberatory furnaces, which employ
about twenty men. Culm-coal is ufed as the
flux, in the proportion of about one eighth to
the ore. They fmelt within fix hours fix hun-
dred weight of the latter, which yield about

three
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three hundred and fifty of tin.—The furnaces
are fix feet in height, about as many in length,

and three feet, or more, in breadth.

During the procefs of 7oafling, to which it is
neceffary that moft tin-ores fhould be f{ub-
jetted before they are {melted, in order to diffi-
pate the {ulphur or arfenic wherewith they may
be combined, the former of thefe two goes off
with a bluifh flame, and the latter being vola-
tilized adheres to the fides of a long chimney
adapted to that purpofe.*

In our way to Falmouth we ftopped at the
ftream-works of Carnon, which are very rich
and extenfive, the proprietors gaining at leaft

three thoufand pounds per annum. Thele

#* Tin, however, 15 1n very few inftances found combined with fulphur.
Arlenic, on the contrary, is frequently very flrongly retained by it, and
may be confidered as fcarcely diffipable from it, even after a long expofure
to a very intenfe heat, It may be detefted by holdingfilings of the mc.
tal over the flame of a candle, for in this cale a fmell refembling that of
garlic will be yiclded by the former, if there be any,

works
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works are clofe to an arm of Falmouth-harbour
called Reftonguct Creck, into which a great
number of ftreams come down from the hills
ealtward of Redruth. They are nearly a mile
in length, and three hundred yards in breadth,
the ftreaming being carried on in a direétion
from north to fouth. The number of men and
boys employed here amounted to at leaft one
hundred and fifty. The marl in which the peb-
bles are found refembles that at Poth, being full
of a variety of fhells apparently as recent as
thofe we had feen there, but unmixed with fo
much fand. The mud and other matter wafhed
down by the ftreams had raifed a fort of em-
bankment, which, by its continual extenfion and
fome affiftance from art, has gradually con-
tratted the boundaries of the tide, and thus the

whole {pace now occupied by the ftream-works

has been gained from the fea. Nothing can be -

more evident than that much of the foil wherein
the tin-pebbles are imbedded is mere depofit,
of no remote da e.—Copper is {eldom found in
this ftate on account of its veins lying fo much

lower
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lower than thofe of the former metal, which
(efpecially in this part of the county)may fre-
quently be found within a few fathoms of the
furface of the ground.—Gold in minute grains
is continually found in the ftream-works of
Carnon, and we attually faw feveral particles

among fome tin-ore that had been juft walhed.

Among the fhells obfervable in the foil here-
about the moft frequent {pecies is Maétra Lifler:,
and it is remarkable that this fame fhell abounds
in the marl pits of the neighbourhood of Ox-
ford. 1 have never feen any, however, in the
latter half {o recent and perfectt as thofe at Poth

and Carnon.

The road to Falmouth, foon after leaving the
ftream-works of Carnon, paffes through Prn-
rRYN. This town is finely fituated, being {ur-
rounded by a bold and varied country, and
overlooking the harbour, which here makes
another branch or creek. It carries on fome
trade and has a good cuftom-houfe and quay.

A col-
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A collegiate church for thirteen prebendaries
was built here by Walter Bronefcombe, Bifthop
of Exeter. The parifh church is at Gluvias,

a quarter of a mile or more from the town.

FaLmouTH i1s unqueftionably one of the no-

bleft ports in the kingdom, and fo commodious

~ that fhips of the greatelt burthen may come clofe

to the quay. The harbour is faid to be as large
as that of Brunduftum, and perhaps the whole
Englifh navy might ride within it. Its nume-
rous crecks afford {ecure fhelter to fhips in the
moft tempeftuous weather. The town itfelf is
large, and more populous than any three bo-
roughs in the county, but does not return re-

prefentatives to parliament. Many very opu-

lent merchants refide here, and are concerned

in a moft extenfive trade.—The packet-boats
to the Weft Indies, Spain, Portugal, and other

countries depart hence.

About a mile from Falmouth, at the extre=
mity of a peninfula which forms the fouth-weft
boundary
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boundary of the bay, ftands PExpENNIs Cas-
TLE, a fine and extenfive fortrefs. The works
are nearly a mile in circumference, and from
their elevated and commanding fituation have a
noble appearance from the town. This caftle
proteéts the entrance of Falmouth-harbour ; it
is confidered as very ftrong, and was rendered
{o principally in the reign of Elizabeth, though

fome parts of the fortifications are as old as the

time of Henry VIII.

Pendennis Calftle was bravely defended in
1646 againft the parliamentary forces by John
Arundel, of Trerice, who (as Lord Clarendon
informs us) was almoft fourfcore years of age.
The garrifon refufed to treat until they had not
provifions for twenty-four hours left, but ne-
verthelefs obtained conditions as good as had
been given to any fortrels in the kingdom.—
Among other perfons of diltinéion concerned
in this gallant conduét were Sir Robert Killi-
grew, a member of parliament, and the gover-

YOLs I N nor’s
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nor’s fon, Colonel Arundel, afterwards created

a peer.

On the oppofite fide of Falmouth harbour
ftands the Caftle of St. Mawg’s, which is far
inferior in every refpefl to Pendennis. The ad-
joining village (I cannot call it a fown) has fent
members to parliament ever fince the year
1562, though the inhabitants at prefent are
merely a few fithermen, and the place itfelf is

without church, chapel, or meeting-houfe.

The fhore about Falmouth abounds with
fhells. We picked up feveral uncommon fpe-
cies ina very fhort fpace of time. Tellina pro-
ficua (Mulf. Port.) and Cardium exiguum I have
not {een claffed as yet in the Britifh catalogue,
but they are frequent on this part of the coaft.
Here was alfo a non-defcript fpecies of Venus,
which may, I think, be not improperly named
V. Cardioides, from its refemblance to the Car-
dia. It is figured in the Teflacea minuia rari-
ora, of Mellrs, Boys and Walker, plate g, f. 82,

and
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and may be defcribed as V. iefta ovala, longiiu-
dinaliter fulcata, tranfverfim obfolete flriata.

We intended to have croffed the Helford ri-
ver, in our way to the Lizard-point, and to
have vifited Menachan,* which lies on its weft-
ern bank, but we were informed that the paffage
was at this time extremely turbulent, and that
travellers were ufually put to much inconve-
nience by being obliged to wait for the arrival
of watermen from the diftant villages.—Several
bold headlands, in this direétion, meet the eye
from Pendennis Caftle, which overlooks the
coalt to a confiderable diftance. The huge
black rocks called the Manacles come in view
to the fouth, and near them the fhore winds
again weltward, gently undulating until it re-
cedes into Coverack-cove.—We were obliged
to make a long circuit in order to get to the Li-

zard-point, by paffing through Gweck, a village

e —— e ——————

* Here the femi-metal called the Merachanite 1s found.

N 2 near

Cornwall,



Cornwalls

Mullion.

180 OBSERVATIONS ON THE

near the head of the Helford river, and thence
to Mullion, which is the only place where any
kind of accommodation can be obtained.—A
guide was recommended to us at Falmouth, and
indeed, without the affiftance of fome perfon ac-
quainted with the country, and all the various
windings of the road, we could never have

reached our place of deftination.

Immediately after we left Falmouth, the road
began to glitter with particles of mica, which
are {eparated from their matrix, the granite, by
the abrafion of wheels. Granite, however, did
not continue many miles on our road; as we
approached Gweek, pebbles of a quartzofe frac-
ture and brownifh colour covered the ground,
and we faw no more of granite the whole day.—
Juft before we reached Mullion, rocks of
ferpentine began to rear their heads above
the turf, and the foil became altogether mag- -

nefian.

MvuLrion is a fmall village a little to the
right
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right of the road leading to the Lizard. The
church tower may be feen, rifing above {ome
bleak hills, at a great diftance, and we imagined
that it muft belong to fomething better than a
groupe of wretched cottages.—It is remarkable
that moft of the churches, even of the meaneft
places, in Cornwall, are lofty, relpettable edi-
fices, and therefore ufeful objefts both to the
feaman and the traveller. I know not how we
fhould have found our way through many parts
of the county, if not aided by fuch confpicuous
landmarks as thefe church-towers.—Another
circumf{tance uncommon in other parts of Eng-
land is that many market, and even borough
towns are without a church, which is the reafon
why the Cornifh people dignify thofe places
that have, by adding the title of church-iown
to their names. . Thus Mullion is more gene-
rally known by the name of Mullion-church-
town, and, perhaps, if you were to afk a peafant
for Mullion, he would not know what place you

meaned,
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Our guide having betrayed fome diffidence
of his geographical knowledge, we judged it
prudent to provide ourfelves with an additional
one at Mullion, efpecially as we were defirous
of finding out the foap-rocks and Kynance
cove, of which the former had heard as little as

of the pla-::cs in the interior parts of Africa.

We had proceeded about a mile from the
village when we firlt faw Erica vagans, the moft
rare and beautiful of our Englifh heaths. It
grew in amazing profufion—indeed almoft to
the exclufion of every other plant. We ob-
ferved a white variety, but this was not fo
plentiful.

Whilft we were contemplating the flowery
turf on which our horfes trod, and which was
the only ornamental appearance nature could
afford to the dreary expanfe of Goonhilly-
downs, the atmofphere quite on a fudden became
charged with heavy vapours, and fo dark that
cven our two guides began to exprefs fome per-

plexity
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plexity about finding their way. There was no
obje&t to thew in what direttion we were pro-
ceeding, and, to augment our difaftrous condi-
tion, the clouds {oon poured down a torrent of
rain.—After wandering a long time over dan-
gerous bogs, we ftumbled on fome f{oap-rocks,
which though not the famous ones, ferved fuffi-
ciently to fhew us the ftratification of fleatites.
The principal foap-rocks of Cornwall (and in-
deed of our ifland) are clofe to the fhore be-
tween Mullion and the Lizard.—The {ubftance
in which the veins of fleatiies run is a dull red-
difh ferpentine, variegated with black and
brown. We found it in a f{oft and almoft duc-
tile ftate, but, when out of its matrix, it foon
becomes hard, and from its unctuoufnefs to
the touch bears a great refemblance to foap:
hence the name of foap-rock. The colour is
whitifh, with {pots or ftreaks of purple or red.
Whether fteatites be only a purer {pecies of fer-
pentine ; or whether it be the effett of a decom-
pofition of that fubftance it {eems difficult to de-

termine, It might be ufeful for the manufac-
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Cornwall. ture of porcelain, nature having herfelf mixed
argillaceous and magnefian earths very nearly in
the requifite proportions for that purpofe, but I
have not been informed whether itis ufed much,
except for eradicating greafe, like fuller’s earth.
Klaproth found it to contain 48, 42 per cent. of
filex, 20, 84 of magnefia, 14 of argill, 1 of iron,
and 16 of air and water.

Kynance Ky~NaANce cove is fituated about a mile
¥ north-weft from the Lizard-point, and 1s per=
haps one of the moft extraordinary {pots on our
coaft, efpecially under the circumftances that we
faw it. The delcent to it is extremely fteep,
and overhung by large crags called in Cornwall
karns. As to the cove itfelf, it 1s formed by
huge black rocks, of an immenfe height, partly
projefling into the fea, and {fo fingularly dil-
poled in one place as to open a fine natural arch
into a fort of grotto. The latter might once
have been the {cene of fome of the more myfte-
rious Druidical rites, for the celebration of

which none could have exhibited a natural

{olemnity



WESTERN COUNTIES. 185

folemnity more likely to fecure a religious

awe.

¢ Arcanus hic terror, fanflaque ignorantia.”’—

A flood of rain continuing to fall whilft we
were contemplating the cove, the billows f{wel-
ling m' a mountainous héight, and the clouds
forming a f{able canopy over the diftant {ea, ad-
ded an awfulnefs and f{ublimity to the objeéts
before us, which cannot be more exattly de-

{cribed than in the words of Virgil.—

~—<¢ Immenfum caelo venit agmen aguarum,

<« Et feedam glomerant tempeftatem imbribus atris

¢ Conjeflce ex alto nubes. Ruit arduus zther

¢ Et pluvia ingenti fata leta boumque labores

¢¢ Diluit. Implentur fofl®, et cava flumina crefcunt,
¢ Cam fonitu, fervetque fretis [pirantibus @quor.

¢¢ Ipfe Pater media nimborum in nofte—""*

Georg, lib, 1.

* The laft image is moft truly fublime, and perhaps of all the phenoa
mena of nature none is more tremendous than a dark, overburthened fky.
The pfalmift bas felected it to give an awful idea of the throne of the
Almighty, * He made darknefs'” (fays he) * his fecret place; his pavi=

lion round about him was deep-qvarers and thick clouds of the fRies,™

The
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The rocks of Kynance-cove are compofed
entirely of ferpentine, varying much in colour
internally, though the furface exhibits one uni-
form fhade, being covered with a moft beautiful
{fort of enamel, which feems to be chlorite. Its
colour is dark green, and there is a greafinefs
to the touch, which, with its other properties,
vrenders 1t the link, as 1t were, between talc and
the more coarfe, hard /[pecies of the magnefian
clafs. The {cales are rather flexible, and fome-
what tran{parent.—Thefe rocks are extremely
interefting to a mineralogift ; here the grada-
tions, and tranfitions of various fubftances into
each other will emplﬂy his fpeculation, for, be-
fides thofe already mentioned, afbeftus appears
in {mall portions, and veins of Jleatites may be
traced in numerous dire€tions. Native copper,
in a thread-like form, as well as in lumps, is
found alfo in the fiffures of the ferpentine.
The latter is a very beautiful ftone, and would
be very ornamental for chimney-pieces, flabs,
&c. being {carcely diftinguifhable 1n appearance
from marble. Among the fragments on the

{hore,
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fhore polifhed by the attrition of the waves,
there were fome of an olive green variegated
with black, and others red with waving ftripes
of purple. Two colours feem neceffary to con-
ftitute a ferpentine, which indeed the name im-
plies, being taken from the undulated marks on

a ferpent’s back.

The violence of the fea on this fhore is fo
unfavourable to vegetation that not a fingle
plant, of any kind, appears within a confidera-
ble diftance. As we approached the top of the
hill, however, above the cove, we faw Geranium

Janguineum {preading itfelf in broad tufts.

Notwithftanding the perfecution of the ele-
ments we continued our route fo the LizARD-
POINT, receiving this fpecies of confolation from
our guides—that there was no chance of better
weather at any other time. They aflured us that
it rains at leaft feven months out of the twelve,
and that a {outh-welt wind almoft always blows,

in this part of the country. Libs, it {eems, may
be

Coruavalf.
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Cornwall. be more properly reprefented in England with
his Athenian emblems than any other of his
brother winds. The applufire* will {erve to
commemorate his mifchievous influence on the
Cornifh coaft as well as in the Saronic gulph
many centuries ago. Wrecks happen near
the Lizard continually. Foreign pilots, unac-
quainted with its perils feldom keep the necel-
fary diftance from it, and (what is the moft me-
lancholy circumftance) no kind of affiltance can
be afforded from the Jland. The cape is fo fteep
and fenced with rocks, that no boat can come
near, and the wretched fufferers often perifh in
the fight of numerous {peélators not more than
a ftone’s throw diftant '—There are two light-
houfes at the extremity of this Cornifh Cherfo-
nefus, which is-the fouthermoft point of the
whole coaft of England, and it is remarkable that

in no portion of the latter of equal extent are

P e e wem — . mmme — e i ——
S — ey

* An applufire, or ftreamer of a thip, it will be remembered, is the em-
blem with which the fouth-weft wind is reprefented in the oftagonal tem=
ple of the winds at Athens,

there
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there fo many promontories as between Poole-
harbour and the Land’s-end. Portland, Start-
point, and the Lizard are perhaps bolder pro-
jeétions too than any in the Channel welt of

Cape La Hogue in France.

Afparagus officinalis is faid to grow about the
Lizard, but we faw no {pecimens of it, nor of
any other uncommon plant, except Herniaria

glabra.

Though cultivation be a fad enemy to bo-
tany, it is not always in an uncultivated couna
try that the botanift is moft {fuccefsful. I have
never feen a country more truly in a {tate
of nature than part of that near the Lizard-
point, but only two rare plants occurred to our
notice as we proceeded towards Helfton, and
thole were Erica vagans and Scilla awtumnalis.
Our eyes were regaled by the former full five
miles. It is very fingular that this beautiful
plant fhould not have been difcovered in any
other part of England, and that it fhould grow

n

Cornaall,
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Cornwall. in {fuch wonderful prnfuﬁfm here.—~We loft it

“Helfton.

on a fudden, not a fingle ftraggling {pecimen
being obferved by us beyond a particular line,
which was formed as nearly as we could guels,

by the termination of the magnefian {oil.

As night now began to threaten us, and
there was no poffibility of being lodged any
where but at Helfton, prudence dittated to us
to omit furveying the eaftern point of the cape,
which from the beft information we could pro-
cure, exibits the fame flrata as the weltern; {era
pentine rocks extend quite to St. Kevern, north
of which, towards the river Hel, quartz and

killas prevail.

Henston is fituated on the banks of the
Lo, a river that rifes in-the granite mountains
fomewhere between Crowan and Stithyans, It
is a populous, decent town, and a borough, and
its trade has long been good. Several tin-thips
take in their lading at the port, which is com-

modious and provided with a tolerable quay.
There
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There are four principal ftreets, inter{etting

each other at right angles.

At Penrofe, not far from Helfton, are {fome
lead-mines. We lamented much that other
engagements would not allow us to vifit them.
We proceeded from Helfton without delay to
Marazion.—At a fhort diftance from the for-
mer of thefe places we found ourfelves in the
narroweft part of the country, and, as we were
on an eminence, could [ce the fea on each fide
of us. The two channels prefling in, as it were,
upon the land, rendered the profpett a very fin~
gular one, and it acquired an odd effett from the
fwells of ground which rofe gradually one
beyond another towards the Lands-end. The
face of the country is barren enough, and exhi-
bits a bleaknefls peculiar to itfelf.—Towards
Marazion the ground is in feveral places opened

for mining.

About four miles from Marazion, and halfan
one from the high road, towards the coalft,
ftands

Cornawall,
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ftands Pencerswick CastLE, {o called from
the adjoining village. Hals (in his Par. Aniiq.
of Cornwall) informs us that “ this barton and
manor were purchafed in the latter end of the
reign of King Henry VIII. bya Mr. Milliton, who
having {lain a man, privately made that purchafe
in the name of his fon, and immured himfelf in
a fecret chamber of the tower, {eeing none but
his trufty friends, fo that he died without being
called in queftion for the offence.*’—The
Duke of Leeds is the prefent proprietor of the
caftle, of which a {quare ftone tower, of three
ftories, with a fmaller one annexed, and fome
fragments of walls are the only remains. The
door, on the north fide, is machicolated. The
different apartments are now ufed as granaries
and hay-lofts by fome farmer in the neighbour-
hood, but the wainfcoat, which is of oak, re-
mains perfeét. This wainfcot is very curioufly

carved and painted, and there are feveral quaint -

® Sec Grofe’s Antiguities, vol, 3, pu 444

pleces
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pieces of poetry infcribed on the pannels.—A Cornwall,
winding ftone ftair-cafe leads to the top of the
principal tower, which commands a good view

of the furrounding country.

A bold pile of granite rocks projeét from the
fhore near Pengerfwick, and within reach of
the fea are covered with clufters of Trochus
cng;ﬁ*,s, befides fome {pecies. of Aéinia and Afte-
rias, not frequent on other parts of the coalft.
The texture of the granite feemed clofer than
-any we had {een in the courle of our journey.
The felfpar is of a pinkifh colour.——There is
an extremely hard, black f{chiftofe fubftance (a
fort of hornflate) which runs under fome of
the granite. A fimilar {pecies, with thin white
veins between the /amine, may be traced about

St. Roche.

=

Our change of latitude began to be very
fenfible, or at leaft we imagined fo, for we ex-
perienced a peculiar foftnefs and falubrity in
the air during our progrefs ‘fmm Falmouth to

YO I o the
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the Land’s-end.—The heat of fummer muft
certainly be affuaged by the conftant currents
of wind which come from fo large a body of
{ea as {furrounds the lower part of Cornwall ;—
and, as to the cold of winter, we were informed

by many natives, it is never to be called intenfe.

Thick ice is feldom feen at Marazion or Pen--

zance. Notwithftanding rains are fo frequent,
I do not conceive that the air is rendered lefs
fit for refpiration, becaufe it is never charged
with exhalations from bogs, or ftagnated waters.
The putrid, fultry calms which we often ex=
perience in the interior parts of England are
prevented in this country by the breezes from
the fouth-weft, which occafion a wholefome
circulation in the air. Why then fhould not
this climate be as beneficial to invalids as that
which they are generally {ent acrofs the Channel

to enjoy P———

¢¢ In nimio nec ftrita gelu nec fidere fervens,
¢¢ Clementi ceelo, temperieque places,’

the words of an ancient poet when fpeaking of
| ' the

oy
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the ifland at large may very properly be applied
to this county.

When we reached the hill above Marazion,
one of the moft fingular and ftriking objeéls
that occurred in the whole courfe of our tour
prefcnted itfelf—a huge pile of rocks farting

out of the glafly waves of Mount’s-bay with an

Cornwall,

air of uncommon grandeur, and fupporting on -

the fummit a venerable old building. This
we immediately concluded to be St. Michael’s
Mount, and were impatient to view at a {horter
diftance, gazing and infenfibly accelerating our

pace towards Marazion.

Marazion, or Market-jen (as it is fome-
times called) is fituated partly on a declivity,
and partly on a flat beach that extends to Pen-
zance. Itis fheltered by confiderable elevation
of ground to the north.—We found an inn
moft cenv\eniem]y placed for a profpeét of the
Mount, which was only a quarter of a mile

diftant, and exallly oppofite us. Never was
: : 0 2 there

Marazion,
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there a more beautiful fpettacle !—the fea at
this time furrounded the broad, craggy bafe of
the Mount, the latter gradually diminifhing in
fize towards the top, and molt admirably ter-
minated by the tower of a chapel, fo as to form
a complete pyramid. On the fide oppofite
Marazion there are a few houfes, which, with
the veflels at the pier, ferved to improve the
view.—From half ebb to half flood people may
walk acrofs from the town on a fine pebbly
path, fo that St. Michael’s Mount is not always
an ifland.* In the intermediate fpace are fe-
veral detached mafles of rock, fome of them
immenfely Ia;rge, and all compofed of gr&nite
fimilar to that which we had feen at Penger(-
wick, and which appears allo along the eaftern

-
- ——— —_— ==

* A remarkable circomftance (Diodorus Siculus obferves) happens
with refpect to the iflands adjacent (¢ Bolerium) lying between Europe
and Britain. At the time of high water the intermediate paflage being

~ filled (or cowvered awith quater ) they appear iflands, but at low water, when

the fea recedes and leaves a great fpace dry, they affume the appearance of

peninfules
See book 5, pe 301, edit. Rhodom.

borders
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borders of r:he bay. It feemed to us asif the Cornwali
ftratum had been interrupted by fudden fub-
merfion in the fea, of the violent intrufion of
which (at fome remote period or other) ancient
writings and a very general tradition adduce
{trong teftimony. Grofe (in his Antiquities¥)
quotes fome records of an early date which go
fo far as to fpecify the very number of the
churches, and the nature of the lands {wallowed
up. Tradition reports that the greatér part of
Mount’s-bay was once land, and from the old
name Careg luz in leuz (i. e. the hoary rock in
the wood), the mount itfelf feems to have been
once furrounded with wood. In confirmation
of this tradition, it is faid that a valt number of
trees have been walhed on fhore about Pen-
zance. Some were particularly obferved in
the year 1757, and defcribed in the Philofo-
phical Tranfaélions.t Spear-heads alfo, battle-

* Vol. 3, p. 426

T Vol, 50, ps 510

03 axcs,
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axes, &c. have been found in the fand, (and,
what is very fingular,) thefe were wrapped in a

{ort of linen, as Borlafe informs us.

It appears from a regular furvey made in the-
reign of Edward I. that Cornwall meafured
1,500,000 acres, whereas at prefent it does not
contain more than 758,434,* fo that a great
portion of land muft have been gained from
this county by the fea within the laft five cen-
turies only,

The rock of which St, Micuaer’s MounT
is compofed is entirely naked, and extremely
fteep and craggy.  The height from low-water
mark to the top of the chapel-tower is about

two hundred and forty feet. In circumference,

at the bafe, the mount meafures about three

quarters of a mile. It confifts of a hard gra-

“nite, in which tran{parent quartz is the pre-

ponderating fubﬁénlcei

o r-—— —

¥ Sce Frafer’s Agricultural Survey of Cornwwall,
Before
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Before the invention of gunpowder St.

Michael’s Mount muft have been impregnable,

and 1t is ftrange that on this account it did not

become a place of much greater importance as a -

fortrefs. The earlieft period at which we find it
was a fortified fpot is in the reign of Richard I.
when (according to Hoveden) it was f{eized
by flanry de la Pomeroy, Carew, however,
(in his Hiftory of Cornwall) tells the particulars
of this proceeding in a very different manner

from the former, on the authority of fome of de

la Pomeroy’s defcendants.* In 1471, John

¥ ¢ They affirme™ (fays he) ¢ that a ferjeant at armes of the kinges
came to their anceftor at his caftle at Berry-Pomeroy, in Devon, received
kind entertaynment for certaine days together, and at his departure was
gratified with a liberal reward ; in counterchange whereof he then, and
no {ooner, revealing his long concealed errand, flatly arrefted his hoafte,
to make his immediate appearance before the king for an{wering a ca-
pital crime, which unexpeéted and il carried meflage the gentleman took
in fuch defpite as with his dagger he ftabbed the meflenger to the heart,
and then well knowing in fo fuperlative an offence all hope of pardon
foreclofed, he abandons his home, gets to a fifter of his abiding in this
mount, bequeathed a large portion of lande tothe religious people there for
redeeming his foule; and laftly caufeth himfelf to be let bloude unto
death, for leaving the remainder to his heir, From this time forward
this place continued rather a {choole of Mars than the temple of peace,”

Book, 2, p. 155.

0 4 de

C'amum’f.
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de Vere, Earl of Oxford, fortified himfelf
here againft Edward IV. and bravely defended

the place for fometime.— Lady Catherine Gor-

don alfo, wife of Perkin Warbeck (now gener-
ally fuppofed to have been the Duke of York)
took refuge on the mount, but was foon obliged
to furrender to Lord Daubeney.—St. Michael’s
Mount appears to have been inits beft ftate of
fortification during the civil wars of Charles 1.’s
timﬂ, for Colonel Hammond ‘under whom the
garrifon, after a confiderable refiftance, was re-
duced) is faid by the hiftorians of that period to
have undertaken a fervice of great difliculty

and danger.—Some of the old works remain,

but in a ruinous ftate, and the buildings have

much more a monaftic than a martial appear-

ance. Indeed this rock was confecrated by

fuperftition many ages ago, and its name in all

probability originated from a fuppofed appear-
ance of the angel St. Michael on it. William

of Worcefter, (who wrote his travels over Eng-

land about the latter end of the fificenth cen-

tury, -

4
3
7
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tury,) aflerts fomething of this fort,* and our

great poet Milton muft allude to a fimilar cir-

cumftance in the following paflage of his
Lycidas :

¢ Or whether thou to our moift views deny’d

¢¢ Sleep’ft by the fable of Bellerust+ old,

“« Where the grear wifion of the guarded mount

¢ Looks tow’rd Namancos and Bayona’s hold,

¢¢ Look homeward angel now, and melt with ruth
“¢ And, O ye dolphins, waft the haplefs youth.”}

Spenfer alfo makes mention of this fpot in a

manner which proves that it was univerfally hal-
lowed by the devout :

¢ In evil hour thou lenft in hond
¢ Thus holy hills to blame
“¢ For facred unto faints they ftond
¢¢ And of them han their name.
¢ St. Michael’s mount who does not know, -
¢ T'hat wards the weftern coaft ?"’—
~ Shepherd’s Calendar, July, line 37.

w §¢ Apparicio Sanfli Michaelis in monte Tumba antea wocato Le Hore Rock
.in the wodd,”
1tin. p, 102, edit. Cantab. 1778,

"t Bellerus is faid to have been a Cornifh giant, from whom the Lands-
end, in the old authors, was called the prumnntu'}y of Bellerium, or Bolerium.

T For a full commentary on this paffage I muft refer the reader to
“ Poems, &, by Thomas Warton,” whofe remarks hereupon form a moft
‘peautiful fpecimen of regular and accurate criticifm,

The

Cornwall,
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The firft account of a monaftery here relates
to a charter given to it by Edward the Confel-
for, on condition that the monks {hould obferve
the rules of St. Benedi¢t. William the Con-
queror conftituted it a cell to the abbey of St.
Michael de periculo marts, on the coaft of Nor-
mandy (now indeed of the department de la
Manche), to which fituation this is faid to be
extremely fimilar. In the reign of Henry VIII.
the -Mount came into the pofleffion of Hum-
phrey Arundell. It belongs at prefent to Sir
John St. Aubyn, Bart. who refides. on it fome
months every year, and has rendered-the old
manfion extremely comfortable and commo-
dious. The old tafte is, in a great meafure, re-
tained, and very properly, as modern decora-
tions would ill correfpond with antique carving
and  fculpture, painted windows, &c. © A num-
ber of curious figures, efcutcheons, emblems,
and cyphers occur in the different apartments.
The chapel does not appear {o -ancient in the
infide as without, but the ftile is- by no means
of a late period. It is of the Gothic order,

and
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. and very fpacious and lofty. A narrow ftone
ftair-cafe in one of the angles leads to the top
of ‘the tower. The profpeét hence is of fo
grand a kind as to defy defcription, and 1s per-
haps as ftriking as any that can occur to “ mor=-

tal eye,” at the fame height. 'The immenfe ex-

tent of {ea which it exhibits raifes the moft fub-

lime emotions ; the waves of the Britifh, Irifh,
and Atlantic feas all roll within the compafs of
the fight, and the union of the two latter 1s in-
terrupted only by the bold eminences about the
Land’s-end. More under the feet Penzance is
diftinétly feen—the f{caffolding of the famous
Wherry-mine—and the hills eaftward of the bay

uniting into a long rocky ridge.

In front of the houfe a ftrong battery has
been ereéted, which commands the weftern part
of the bay; the eaftern is too fhallow for the
entrance of large veflels.—As the monks en-
joyed certain profits from the fitheries, they

made a lantern for the guidance of the fifher-
men

Cornawalls
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GCornwall, men on one fide of the tower, which is now

vulgarly called S¢t. Michael’s chair,

It was to- St. Michael’s M;:}unt that the

Greek merchants traded for the Cornifh tin, |
according to Diodorus, though by fome the Ifle
of Wight has been confidered as the Iffis of
that hiftorian, The latter idea is fupported by
the fuppofition that the ifle was once a penin-
{ula, otherwife indeed there cannot be the
flighteft reafon for imagining that Diodorus’s
account is applicable to that fpot. “ Let us
now’’ (he fays) “ make fome mention of the tin
produced in it (Britain). Thole who live
about a promontory of Britain called Bolerium
are remarkably holpitable, and, on account of
their intercourfe with foreign merchants, cour-
teous in their manners. They prepare the tin
by properly working the ground that pro-
duces it. This (ground) being rocky contains
earthy fiflures, ‘the produce whereof they purify
by working and melting. When they have cut
it into pieces in the form of dice, they carry it
1o
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to a certain ifland lying off (¢ke coaft of ) Britain,
called Zéfis.* » At the ebb of the {ea, the inter-
mediate {fpace being dry, they carry thither a
great quantity of tin in carts.”’t Afterwards he
informs us that  here the merchants buy it of

the natives, and carry it into Gaul.”’} Sir

I
'I

* It is'a doubt with me whether the original word might not be I&in,
as being in all probability Britith, and having no conncétion with the
accufative cafe of the Greek language.—It may be thought too fanciful,
perhaps, to derive the word rzin, under this idea, from the above name.
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Richard Worlley (in his Hiflory of the Ifle of
Wight) and Mr. Warner (in his Topographical

Remarks on Hampfhire) urge {everal arguments

to prove that there was once a paflage fimilar to
that alluded to by Diodorus from the coaft near
Lymington to the oppofite part of the ifland ;
and yet Ptolemy, the geographer, who wrote
but a fhort time after the hiftorian, exprefsly

calls 1t Nuoog Qunx'h:, or the -‘Iﬂﬁlﬂd {yf Veétise = Be- .

fides, the Land’s-end is univerfally allowed to
be the Bolerium, or Bellerium, of the ancients,
which renders Diodorus’s defcription moft un-
equivocally applicable, in my opinion, to St.
Michael’s Mount.*

St. Michael’s Mount is fo very remarkable a

fpot that I have been very minute in my de-

fcription of it, but, left I fhould be thought

* Mr. Polwhele (in his Hifforical Piews of Devonfbire) contends for St,
Nicholas's ifle, in F1; mouth Sound, being the I&is,

tedious,
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tedious, it may now be neceflary to pals on.—
I muft firft mention my furprife, however, that
Tamarix Gallica, a fhrub to all appearance wild
here, has not hitherto been arranged among the
Englifh plants. It grows (though not in a
luxuriant ftate) in two or three crevices of the
rocks,* and relieves by its delicate verdure the
harfh uniformity of their {urface. I have f{een
a folitary fhrub of it on the bank of pebbles
leading to Hurft Caftle, in Hampfhire, and
have been informed that {ome fpecimens were
gathered by Hudfon on the coaft of Lyme.
As to climate, the tamarifk is as likely to be a
native of the more fouthern part of England as
of the oppofite fhores of France, where it is

allowed to be indigenous. T

e e ——

* Lodes of tin may be traced in the rocks of St, Michael’s Mount, but
they are quite thread-like, and would not anfwer if worked.

1 Since thefe obfervations were written, Dr, Withering has inferted

Tamarix Gallica in the new edition of his Botarical Arrangements of Brivifb
Plants,

Proceed-

Cornwall, ;
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Cornwall, Proceeding-to Penzance we fearched anxi- . -

oully for Santolina maritima, Eryngium cam-
pefire, (field holly), and Panicum Daétylon, which
have all three been found on the borders of
Mount’s bay. Euphorbia Peplis fiill retains the
habitat recorded by Ray in his firft catalogue.
The bank of pebbles where it occurs is inha-
bited allo by E. Paralias and many other
plants of inferior rarity.—It is this bank of
pebbles only that protetts the road from the
waves of tﬁe bay, which roll over a fine carpet
of fand only a few paces diftant from a {loping
{weep of cultivated land.—We reluélantly en-
tered the ftrects of Penzance without a folitary

fpecimen of any one of our defiderata.

Wherry- We were impatient to fee the WHERRY
Ea (mentioned before) fituated in the bay,
about half a mile beyond Penzance. The open-
ing of this mine was an aftenifhingly adventu-
rous undertaking.—I have never heard of one
fimilar to it in any other part of the world.—
Imagine the defcent into a mine through the fea;

the
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the miners working .at the depth of feventeen
fathoms only below the waves; the rod of a
fteam-engine extending from the fhore to the
fhaft,—a diftance of nearly one‘ hundred and
twenty fathoms; and a great number of men mo-
~mentarily menaced withan inundation of the fea,
which continually drains in no fmall quantity
through the roof of the mine, and roars loud
enough to be_ diftinétly heard in it! the de-
{cent is by means of a rope tied round the thighs,
and you are let down in a manner exaétly the
{fame as a bucket is into a well ;—a well indeed
it 1s, for the water is more than knee-deep in
. many parts of the mine. The uppef part of
the fhaft refembles an immenfe iron chimney,
elevated about twelve feet above the level of the
{ea, and a narrow platform leads to it from the
beach : clofe to thisis the engine-fhaft, through
which the water is brought up from below.—
Tin 1s the principal.produce of the Wherry-
mine; it is found difperfed (in {mall, indurated,
glafs-like lumps, of a blackith colour) in a {ub-
-ftance refembling the elvan of Polgooth, but
VOL I, p much
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much more compaét in texture, and of the na-
ture of a porphyry. Some of the tin is found,

mixed with pyritous copper, which is in a

quartzofe matrix. A black, hard killas forms -

the upper firatum of the mine, and below it ap-
pears the fubftance mentioned before. The in-
clination of the lode 1s towards the north, about
fix feet in a fathom, and its breadth is thought
to be no lefs than ten fathoms. The ore is

Extremeiy rich.

PenzANcE is a large and populous town,
furrounded h}; a well cultivated and beautiful
tratt of country. Notwithftanding its expofure
to the fea, the corn, and particularly wheat,
feemed to be in a remarkably thriving ftate.—
The trade of this place confifts chiefly in the
exportation of pilchards and tih. There is a
fine pier, along the eaftern fide of which veflels
are very commodioufly and fafely anchored.
The mildnefs of the air, ‘the agreeablenefs of
the fituation, and the refpettability of its inha-
bitants render Penzance particularly inviting to

refi-
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refidence; and, with regard to invalids, it ma}r- Cornwall,
juitly be confidered as the Montpelier of Eng-

land. It ftands partly on a declivity, open to

the fea, the Mount being a firiking objeét as

you look towards the oppofite coaft, and a de-

lightful landfcape extends around the whole of

the bay.

Providing ourfelves with a guide, we now
ftarted for the Land’s-end.—Some Druidical
monuments, St. Buryen’s, and Caftle Trur}'n'
were intermediate objeéts of our curiofity ; the

lalt is remote from any frequented road.

We had the mortification to find the circle of Druidicat
ftones to which our guide conduéted us very i};;ilrﬂ
‘Infertor in extent and grandeur to what we had
been taught to expe€t. The appellation given
to thefe ftones by the vulgar is the Merry Mai-
dens, on account of a whimfical tradition that
they were no other than a circle of young wo-
men transformed into ftone for dancing on a

P 2 {abbath
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fabbath day. There are two ftones (one about
fixteen feet in height, the other about twenty,)
in a ficld on the oppofite fide of the road;
they feem to appertain to the circle, the proper
name of which I guefs, from Borlafe’s account,

to be Bolleit. In the courfe of our journey,

fome time after having vifited this part of the

country, we were informed that the {tones which
we ought to have feen were at Bofcawen-in,

between St. Buryen’s and Sancred.

The country about- ST. BurRYEN’s 15 eXx=
tremely infipid and uninterefting. We faw
fome pretty good fields of corn, but the foil in
general is far from being fruitful.—The church-
tower of the village is a confpicuous objett to

a very great diftance, being fituated on high

ground, and the place is on this account much

expofed to tempeftuous winds from the ocean.

Though now only a groupe of cottages, St.

Buryen’s was once a town of great note and.

the feat of a college of prebendarics. © The
latter

il el e bl
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latter was founded by Athelftan after his re-
turn from the conqueflt of the Scilly iflands.*
In the church {rjedicated to St. Buriana, a pi-
ous old Irith woman) are many curious relics
of antiquity, and it is a fpacious building. We
noticed a fingular monument, in the fhape of a
coffin, to the memoty of Clarice, wife of Geof-
frey de Bolleit, who in Henry IIL.’s time en-
joyed a manor in this parifh.—The doors of
the pews, and even the feats themfelves, have a
good deal of rude ornament about them, and
many are probably coeval with the foundation
of the church. Oppofite the great door (in
the church-yard) ftands a very ancient crofs,
on one fide of which are five balls, and on the
other is a rude figure reprefenting our Saviour,
Another crofs, fomewhat fimilar, faces the en-
trance into the church-yard.—The remains of

the college are faid to have been wantonly de-

® Leland’s Itinerary, vols 3, p. 7.
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Cornwall. molithed in Cromwell’s time by one Shrub-

Caftle Tre-

I:}‘ﬂ-

fhall, Governor of Pendennis Caltle,

CastiLeE TreryN is fuppofed to have been
an ancient Britifh fortrefs, though, at firft fight,
it appears to be merely a fhapelefs pile of rocks,
never arranged or touched but by the hands of

nature. The fituation was certainly never in-

~debted to art for its ftrength, and all that human

L

labour has effeéted is the piling of fome loofe

mafles of rock in the form of ramparts, of two or
three of which there are traces, one above ano-
ther. A confiderable area is left between each,
and the interior part muft have been in early
times almoft impregnable. The foundation of
the whole is a vaft groupe of granite rocks,
rifing to a prodigious altitude, and projeaing
into the fea.—Our guide would fcarcely allow
us to paufe and look around us before he {um-
moned us to fee the Loggen-flone (as it is called),
climbing fome of the barriers with great agility,
and bawling to us to follow him to the  greateft
wonder in the whole country,” as he was plealed

to
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to ftilé it. This Loggen-flone proved to be
an immenfe mafs of granite, perhaps more than
ninety tons in weight, and {o exattly poifed on
the top of one of the higheft rocks that a child
might move it. It does not {eem poffible for
any human exertion to have raifed it to fo great
a height.—The precipice below us here was
{o horribly fteep that we could not help fhud-
dering as we climbed, and fo deep was the
roar of the billows between the chafms and
irregularities of the rocks, that our expreffions

of aftonifhment to each other could fcarcely
be heard.

It is fuppofed that Loggen-flones were made
ufe of by the Druids in their trials, and con-
trived to anfwer the purpofes of an ordeal.
That at Caltle Treryn certainly feems to {up-
port the conjecture, for unlefs touched in one
particular point it is perfectly immoveable, and
thercfore full as fimple an engine of fuperftition

as the more modern plough-fhares.

P 4 In
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In the fiffures of the rd&ks grow deif?’dgﬂ
Sflellaris, and Ajpfﬂnaum marinum.

Treryn Cove (which is almoft clofe to the

caftle) affords feveral of the rarer {pecies of

thells. Patella pellicida appeared in vaft quan-
tities ; P. Fiffura allo, Mpytilus Modiolus, Tro-
c¢hus Conulus and Turbo Cimex were frequent.

Turbo fafciatus (of Pennant) covered the fur-

rounding turf.—A fine ridge of granite forms
one fide of this cove ; itis of a reddifh caft, and
interfetted by broad veins of quartz and {choerl
blended together, which run parallel to each

other through the whole pile. The fc:‘lfpar Isin

very long flefh-coloured fragments,

In our way to the Land’s-end, we found
Barifia vifcofa growing in fome moift ground
to the left of the high road.

After croffing fome rocks, which we at firft
conceived to be the final barriers to our pro-
grels weltward, we came to the grand promon-

' tory

|
|
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tory that projeéts into the Atlantic farther than  Coruawall,

any other part of the Cornifh coaft. This is
the Lanp’s-exp—a very [triking {pot both on
account of the vaftnels of the objeéts it prefents,

and the convulled features of the furmuﬁding

Land’s-end.

country. There is a cavern underneath, and

here the waves of the ocean burlt and bellow

with a tremendous fury. The huge detached
piles of rocks lying juft off the land muft
have once adjoined to it, and we may Imagine
the latter to have been once connefted with the
diftant ifles of Scilly. Thefe 1fles, though
nine leagues from us, were vifible to the fouth-
wefl, appearing like a clufter of cliffs, round
which the Atlantic rolled in a mighty horizontal
curve.— Jult off the Land’s-end, on a large rock
called the armed knight, ftands a light-houfe, the
windows of which, though almoft one hundred
feet in height, have often been broken by the

fpray in a tempeft !

The fea between Cornwall and the Scilly
iflands is faid to be of an equal depth the whole

way ;
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Cornwall, way ; yet there are many rocks like thole near

the Land’s-end, which are well known by fifher-
men, and which feem to be memorials of the
abridgement of the main land. The iflands
themfelves have been altered in their form and
extent even fince the time of Strabo, for we find
that they were then only Zen 1n number, whereas
there arc now one hundred and forty. One of
them, called by the ancient geographers Ca/fite-
ris infula, is now divided into fix, exclufive of
the rocks and iflets adjacent.—If we refle&t on
the pofition of Cornwall with regard to the ocean
and to the bay of Bifcay, it will appear that
the extreme parts of the county muft be much
expofed to thofe currents which have fo often
been fatal to our fleets, and which, I think, may
be ranked among the caufes that have contri-
buted to the fubmerfion of fo muchland. Ma-
jor Rennel (who has pub]ifhf:d fome obferva-
tions of great importance on the fubjett of
thefe currents,) afcribes them to the prevalence
of wefterly winds in the Atlantic, which impel
the waters along the north coaft of Spain, and

adCCli=

. o 2



WESTERN COUNTIES. 219

accumulate them in the bay of Bifcay, whence
they are projefted, in a north-weft dire&ion,

along the coaft of France towards Ireland.

The rocks at the Land’s-end, and in moft
parts of this diftriét of C(:-rnwaﬂ; confift of a very
clofe {pecies of granite, that takes a good po-
lifh and is applied to a variety of ufeful purpofes.
It is that to which the Cornifh name of moorflone*
feems more immediately applicable, forming not
only the bafis, asit were, of thatpartof the county

weft of Penzance and St. Ives, but of a chain

of mountains that may be traced, in a direflion-

nearly eaft by north, to Dartmoor, in Devon-
thire. The method of {plitting it is by apply-
ing {everal wedges to holes cut (or pﬂﬂ&’d} in
the furface of the ftone at the diftance of three

or four inches from each other, according to 1ts

#

~ * Da Cofta deferibes this fpecies as “ Granita albiffima, micis magnis
migris argenteifgue notgra,” (Nat, Hift. of Fofs, p. 293 ) The quartz s in a
tran{parent fparry form and the felfpar in long milk-white fragments,
There is-alfo fome {choerl.=In Ireland and inthe vicinity of Hudfon's-
bay a fimilar fort of granite prevails,

fize

Cornwalls
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Cornwall,  fize and fuppofed hardnefs. The harder the
mafs, the eafier it may be cut into the required
form; the fofter, the lefs regularly it {eparates.—
We faw fome picces, ufed for pofts inftead of
wood, fourteen or fifteen feet in length, and not

more than fix inches thick.

We had now completed our furvey of the
fouthern coaft.—Our attention was hereafter
to be turned to the mining country, in the vici-
nity of the northern fhore, fo that St. Ives,
Camborne, Redruth, and St. Agnes feemed to
mark out the line of our route.—Unwilling to
lofe the vaft expanfe of the Atlantic, however,.
we continued our courfe along the margin of
the land, which in the novelty and wildnefs of
its afpeét afforded enough to intereft us, exclu-
five of the rude relics of early antiquity that lie

{cattered on all fides.

At the extremity of a high ridge, overlook-

ing the [urfy recefls of White-fand bay, ftand the

Chapel _
Karks breb. lonely ruins of Chapel Karn-srEn. They

fcarcely



WESTERN COUNTIES, 221

& == s

fcarcely form the fkeleton of the original build-
ing, which appears to have been a chantry,
eretted for the fame purpofe as feveral others on
our coaft—the performance of religious fervice

for the fafety of mariners.

Leaving the chapel on the left, we came to
ST. JusT,* a {ad, difmal place, fituated in a
moft inhofpitable and cheerlels corner of the
county. There are fome remains of an ancient
amphitheatre in this parifh, but either from
being remote from our road, or indiflinét in
their form, they did not fall under our ob-

fervation.

With a rugged, barren ridge of moorfione
hills on the right, and the fea at no great dii-
tance on the left, the road to St. Ives pafles

near numerous pits and deferted {halts of mines,

e e ——— T e,

* In moft of the old Cornifh names of places, an # is pronounced
like our o (as in the Italian) : thus Se, Fuff is founded as Sr. Fooff, and
Chun like Choon,

which
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which render a journey over this part of the
county by night extremely dangerous. The
moorftone lies dilperfed in detached blocks,
many of them huge enough for another Stone-
henge. Scarcely a fhrub appears to diverfify
the profpeét, and the only living beings that in-

habit the mountainous parts are the goats which

browze their fcanty herbage.

From obferving the pits, (called in Cornwall
coffens) I imagine the ancient miners muft have
opened the ground to obtain tin in the {ame
manner as we do ftone-quarries.—Whether the

Phenicians, or Greeks, who traded to Cornwall,

interefted themfelves in the digging of mines it .

is not ecafy to determine, but there can be no

doubt that the Romans did, and that the Britons

were much inftruéied in the mining art by that
people.—The produce of the Cornifh mines has
been very variable. In the time of King John
they yielded but a trifling emolument, the right
of working being then wholly in the fovereign
as Earl of Cornwall, and Jews farmed them for

all
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an hdndred marks. When Richard, King of Corrwel.
the Romans, had the earldom, the tin-mines be-
came extremely rich, and the Spanifh ones being
ftopped by the Moors, and none difcovered in
Germany, the Malabar coaft, or the Spanifh
Weft-Indies, Cornwall fupplied all Europe.
The Jews being banifthed from the kingdom
in the reign of Edward I. they were again ne-
gletted, until a charter was obtained from Ed-
mund, Earl of Cornwall, fon of Richard, King
of the Romans. This charter feems to. have
been the firft that traced out a fort of regular
conftitution for the ftannaries, and by it very
confiderable privileges and immunities became
the inheritance of the Cornith tinners, who were
now f{timulated by a [pirit of {peculation to
commence numerous adventures. The mines
henceforward became more and more produc-
tive, and of late have yielded a profit from one
‘hundred and eighty thoufand pounds to two
hundred thoufand pounds per annum, though in
the laft century, it appcars by Carew’s Survey,
forty thoufand pounds were the wimofl annual

produce.
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produce. The Prince of Wales, as Duke of
Cornwall, receives about ten thoufand pounds
yearly as his duty; and the bounders or pro-
prietors of the foil are fuppofed to gain about
one fixth at a medium clear, or about thirty

thoufand pounds. But to return——

We went about two miles out of the high
road, to the right, to view CastLe Cuun, and

a large cromlech near it called the Giant’s-coit.

'~ —The former is a fpecimen of rude military ar-

chite€ture, and, if not the work of the Britons,
muft at leaflt be afcribed to a very early period.
It occupied a confiderable fpace; but, though
the plan may be foon traced, it appears at firft
to confift of unmeaning heaps of ftones. There
feem to have been two regular ballia, or wards,
and the ramparts are of a circular form, corre-
fponding in fome degree to the nature of the
eminence on which they are fituated. Borlafe
{fuppofes this caftle to have been the work of

the Danes. Karnijek and Bofcajel Caftles,
which

i i
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_ which are alfo in this part of the county, are at- Cornwall.

tributed by that author to the fame people.

The Grant’s Corr confifts of four {tones, Giant’s Coit.
-the upper one (which is very ponderous) reft-
ing on the other three. Thefe laft are not

placed erett, but inclined confiderably.

There has been fome doubt and difpute re-
fpetting the ufe of cromlechs.* As they are
known to abound in almoft every country
where the Celts eftablifhed themfelves, I think
it cannot well be queftioned whether they are of
Celtic origin. It has been a general 1dea that
they were intended for altars, but the improba-
bility of this ftruck me immediately after view-
ing the Giant’s Coit. The upper ftone is {o
very gibbous that no one could ftand on it (nor,
if he could, are there traces of any fteps by

which to afcend it) to overlook the fire, or the

*® Cromlech, in the Cornifh language, fignifies a crooked flone,

NOL. 1. o confump-
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confumption of the vi@im. Why fhould we
{ippofe a cromlech to be any thing more than
a fepulchral memorial ? = Mr. Wright aétually
found a fkeleton depofited under one of them in
Ireland, and the burial place of Hafuld, King
of Denmark, is faid to be marked by the fame

{pecies of monument. Tombs of modern times-

are not altogether unlike the former in their
conftructtion, though by no means {o large, and
as they have been in ufe from a remote period,
their form was doubtlefs’ derived from a very

ancient model.

In the midft of mines, and open to a very fine
bay bounded by bold rocks of black killas,
ftands the town of St.IvEes, a populous fea-

port and borough. The harbour, however, is

in many places choaked up with-fand,' brought |

by north-weft winds; the other ports on this
coaft fuffer the fame inconvenience. Pilchards
and (late are the principal articles of exporta-
tion, the former being in- moft feafons very
plentiful in the bay. At the time of large

| draughts
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draughts it is ufual for all the inhabitants to
contribute their affiftance ;—fhops are deferted,
and, if it fhould be Sunday, even the churches.
The ftench arifing from the ftores, and from the
putrid rejeflamenia lying about the town, is to

ftrangers almoft intolerable.

On the rocks about the fhore we met with
Helix maculofa.  This fhell, from not having
been noticed in England before, may be con-
fidered as one of the rareft fpecies; it is alfo
one of the moft elegant. In form and colour it
approaches {o nearly to the common fnail of our
downs (H. ericelorum ? of Gmelin) that it is
very likely to be confounded with it, byt the

fize will be found to be confiderably larger.

The mines in the neighbourhood of St. Ives
are numerous, and produce both tin and cop-
per. In one of them an antimonial ore of cop-
per, called by the' Germans kupfer fahleriz, is
found,

2
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The day after our arrival at St. Ives, we fet
out to vifit the large melting-houfes at Hale, and
the neighbouring copper-mills, at which places
we were attended by the captain of one of the
Camborne mines, from whom we received every
degree of information, through the kind recom—
mendation of the Reverend William Tremayne.
To this gentleman we are indebted for many
marks of attention and thi great readinefs of
communication that we Expe}iEnced in the min-

ing part Gf this county.

Havrg, or Heyl, 1s fituated on the eaftern
fide of the river of the {ame name, which rifes

near Crowan, and falls into St. Ives bay about

.three miles from that town. This river is na-

vigable below St. Erth, fpreading an area of
{and nearly half a mile wide at a medium, and
more than two miles long. Near the church of
Phillack, there is a branch of the haven which
admits fhips of fome burthen at the height of a
{pring tide, but the bed of it has been fo much
raifed by the fand from- the fea that the tide en-

ters
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ters only fix hours in the twelve. Not far from
Lelant the Heyl is fordable, at particular hours
of the day. I ought to mention, however, that,
as fome of the fands are quick, it is not prudent
to crofs without the affiftance of a guide.—A
grf:a}: trade is carried on at Hale, efpecially in
iron and Welch coal* for the fteam-engines and
fmelting-houfes, Briftol wares, and limeftone
from Glamorganfhire.—None of the latter {ub-
ftance, as far as I can difcover, is found weft
of the Tamar, except at Mount-Edgcumbe, fo
that they arc obliged to fetch materials for their
mortar almoft entirely from Wales,—The coal
is conveyed to its places of deltination on
horfes’ backs. A prodigious number 'of thefe
animals therefore travel together in this part of
the county, which from its rocky and mountain-
ous nature is not ealy to be traverfed by carts

‘orwaggons. In fome parts of Devonfhire, in-

% Cornwall is exempted from the payment of any duties on coal, fg
far as the latter is ufed for mines and founderies,

Q3 deed,
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deed, thele /pecies of conveyance are as frequent,
and troops of horfes are feen carrying wood,
fuel, &c. from one place to another. Some of

them appear like moving coppices at a diftance,

" being {o covered with boughs and branches of

trees that they are {carcely .able to fee their
way. In narrow lanes we were often much in-

commoded by thele unceremonious travellers.

The {meliing-houfles of Hale are chiefly for
the copper brought from the Camborne and
Gwennap mines. They are built with {quare
mafles of the fcoria, which is caft into moulds
for that purpofe as foon as it comes out of the
furnaces. The latter are all reverberators, and
thofe which are ufed for the procefs of roaﬁing
contain about three tons and an half of ore

(reduced to fmall pieces) at a time. After the

ore has been roafted twelve hours it 1s re-

moved into a fmaller furnace, when it is melted
by the aid of a certain portion in a crude ftate,
flacked lime, and occafionally a quantity of
powdered coal., The fcoria is removed once in

three



WESTERN COUNTIES. 231

three or four hours, and the fame quantity of Corswalls
the mixture added. In the courfe of twelve
- hours it is let out, by a trough from a hole to-
wards the bottom of the furnace, into a tub of
wood funk into a pit full of water, by which it
is reduced into fmall grains. This granulated
matt is then roafted in a third furnace, and af-
terwards removed to a fourth, in which it is
again roafted, and at length run into quadran-
gular moulds. It is not yet, however, refined,
but muft pafs through further roafting and melt-
ing until the refiner has afcertained by the fol-
lowing means whether it is in a proper ftate for
being finally laded off. He takes out about
half a pound of the liquid metal, which he im-
mediately immerfes in water, and afterwards
hammers and cuts it to examine the grain,
When it is arrived at the proper degree of re-
finement, the fcoria is carefully removed, and,
by the help of ladles done over with clay, the
metal is poured into oblong iron moulds, {imi-
larly coated, containing about one hundred and

fifty pounds. The above operations generally

L ! DCﬂUPy
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occupy almoft a fortnight, in the courfe of-

which time, with fixteen furnaces and about one
hundred and fifty men, the {melting-houfes at
Hale afford often twthty-fuur hundred weight
of copper. The refining furnace will hold no
lefs than three thoufand two hundred pounds

of metal,

I ought to obferve that moft copper ores
contain fome iron; thofe with variegated co-
lours, and generally fuch as are mineralized by
{ulphur contain the moft, whilft the blue and

green are often free from any ferrugineous mix-

ture. During the operation of {melting the

latter rifes to the furface of the mals, fo that it
is eafily feparated. The fpecific gravity of iron,
it will be recollefted, 1s cpnﬁderab]y lefs than
that of copper, the latter being 8,876, whereas
the former is only 7,800. It is remarkable
that tin, in the ftate of ore, is heavier than
cither, though in its purity it is the lighteft of

all the metals,

Nothing -
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Nothing can be more fhocking than the ap-
pearance which the work-men in the fmelting-
houles exhibit. So dreadfully deleterious are
the fumes of arfenic conftantly impregnating the
air of thefe places, and fo profufe is the perfpi-
ration occafioned by the heat of the furnaces,
that thofe who have been employed at them but
"a few months become moft emaciated figures,
and in the courfe of a few years are generally
laid in their graves. Some of the poor wretches
who were lading the liquid metal from the fur-
naces to the moulds looked more like walking
corpfes than living beings. How melancholy a
circumftance to refle& upon, and yet to how
few does it occur, that in preparing the mate-
rials of thofe numerous utenfils which we are
taught to confider as indifpenfible in our kit~
chens, feveral of our fellow creatures are daily
deprived of the greateft bleffing of life, and
too feldom obtain relief but in lofing life
itfelf!

About three miles from Hale, higher up the

river,

Cornwalls
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Cornwall. river, are the copper-mills, or pounding-houfes
as they are more frequently called.—Blocks, or
bars, of copper are here reduced into flat fheets
of any thicknefs, by being heated by the rever-
beration of flame in a furnace conftruéted for
the purpofe, and then immediately applied be-
tween large iron rollers turned by a water
wheel. The rollers may be brought nearer
together, after every operation, until the me-
tallic fheet is rendered fufficiently thin. It is
cut ftrait at the edges by means of firong fhears,
which are kept in motion by a machine. The
operation of hammering alfo is carried on by
the rotation of wheels. Al the machines are
turned by a fingle, inconfiderable ftream, which
in Cornwall every one knows how to turn to

the greateft advantage.

Moft of the Cornifh copper is fold to com-
panies in Wales and at Briftol, whofe agents re-
fide in different parts of the county. It is fup-
poled that no lefs than forty thoufand tons of
ore are yielded by the mines in this county in a

- year,
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year, the value of which quantity (reckoning the
metal obtained from it at eight pounds per ton)
may be ftated at one hundred and forty thou-
fand pounds.*

The country around Hale is entirely cover-
ed with fand, vhich is blown about by every
blaft, and renders its appearance truly difmal.
The immenfe volumes of fmoke that roll over
it, proceeding from the copper houfes, encreafe
its cheerlels effect, whilft the hollow jarring of
the diftant fteam-engines remind us of the
labours of the Cyclops in the entrails of Mount
/Etna. !

Between Hale and Redruth there is a regular
line of copper-mines, which feem to be the

richeft in Cornwall. HuerLt-Gons, near

- — = . -t —

# This ftatement is given by Jars (in his Foyage Mineralogique) and
confirmed by Klaproth (in his Gﬁ_ﬁ'rq.rm.:w:.s on the Mines of Cornwoall. ) See
alfo Frafer's ..»'J"’gr;ir‘m’n.rrdf Sm'q'.'r_}r -.:af Corntoall,

T Huel (pronsunced 'E.'r:-' the Cornifhmen 'wi'fft‘:] is an old Cornifh word
fignifying a pir or hole,’

Camborne,

Cornwall,

Huel-Gons,
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Camborne, is perhaps one of the deepeft in the
county, being one hundred and ' forty fathoms
below the furface of the ground. The idea of
defcending into the bowels of the earth more
than twice as deep as Salifbury Cathedral is
high feems certainly to carry with it fomething
terrific, but. the labour of afcending {o many

ladders 1s more formidable {till

—<¢ Revocare gradum, fuperafque evadere ad auras
‘¢ Hoc opus, hic labor eft.”

The ore of this mine is of the yellow kind, and
very rich, The lode is from ten to twelve feet
wide ; in fome places, indeed, it does not mea-
fure more than one foot. They raile about
cighty or one hundred tons of ore per month, -
one hundred and fifty men and boys being em-
ployed, above and under ground, at a time,

At a fhort diftance eaftward from Huel-Gons
lies Dorcoo s, which befides copper has yielded
cobalt to the amount of {everal tons. The ma-
irix of the ore, as in the former, is quartz ac-
companied fometimes by chlorite and killas,

' The
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The depth of the engine-fhaft is one hundred

and {eventy-four fathoms. -

We now come to the famous copper-mine
called Coox’s-x1TcHEN, which employs an
amazing number of hands, and yields an 1m-
menfe profit. The manor belongs to the Baflet
family, whofe portion is one fixth. Its moft
produétive ore is the folid grey kind; yellow,
variegated, and bliftered forts are -alfo found.
Some.of the folid grey is worth thirty pounds
per ton, and it often affords almoft ninety per
cent. of copper, Ithe remainder being {ulphur,
with a little iron and arfenic.—From three
hundred to three hundred and fifty tons of ore
have been raifed here in a month, and within
the laft ten years this mine has yielded a profit
of one hundred thoufand pounds, exclufive of
the lord’s portion and all other expences what-
ever. Numerous lodes are worked, {ome of
which have granite and others killas for their
matrix. . The depth of the fteam-engine fhaft

(which is on the fouth or Dunkin’s lode) is one

hundred

'CEI'.‘EWEJ, i‘ -
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hundred and forty-five fathoms. There is a
water-engine fhaft, on the great north lﬁde, only
one hundred and ten fathoms deep. Of the
three overfhot wheels, two are above ground,
one of them being forty-two feet and the other
forty-eight in diameter; the third is under
ground, and meafures fiity-four feet in dia-
meter, No lefs than three hundred and forty
perfons are employed ; and, in fhort, the attend-
ance and apparatus at Cook’s-kitchen render
it perhaps one of the moft remarkable mines in
the world.

The various procefles of mining furnifh em-
ployment for women and children as well as
men.* Thofe who work below are retained
about fix hours in the twent};-f-:}ur, the mines
not being deferted either by mnight or day.—

Moft of the miners have a wretched, emaciated

* The number of ~cn, women, and children employed in the mining
affairs (exclufive of the flream-works) in this county is eftimated at
fixteen thoufand,

appE.;:lI‘-
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- appearance, for they {uffer from dampnels, im-
purity of air, heat, and numerous other caufes,
though in Cornwall they are fubjetted to the.
fatal effeéts of choak-damps lefs than in any other
mining countries. From the enquiries we made

among thefe miners, the moft general inconve-

nience experienced with regard to their bodily

health is a tightnefs and conftant uncafinefs of

the thorax.

A fubftance called :ron flone prevails in the
mines about Camborne. This rock is incon-
ceivably hard, and will yield with difficulty to

any of their tools. A good deal of it appears
“on the furface, and confifts principally of quartz
and fchoerl, though the upper firaium of the
country is chiefly killas. Beclow both lies gra-
nite, a ridge of which runs to the right of the
above mentioned mines, and is apparently a
continuation of the fame that extends from the
Land’s-end towards St. Ives. It is remark-
able that almoft all the lodes north of this ridge

_are' parallel to its courfe, but they do not all
dip

Cornwall.
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dip in the fame direttion. Moft of them dip
to the fouth, from fixteen inches to two feet in
a fathom. TincrorT is the laft, or eaftern-
moft mine of this range, and the principal lode
is probably only a continuation of one of thofe
in Cook’s-kitchen, the ore being the fame.
The fteam-engine (the fhaft of which is not
more than eighty-one fathoms from the fur-
face of the ground) we found to be on Horn-
blower’s principle.

A little fouth-weft from Redruth the ridge
abruptly terminates, and juft at the extremity
of it, furrounded by rock-bafons, altars, crom-
lechs, and other druidical relics, ftands CasTLE
Karx-3rREH. The foundation of this building
is laid on a rude heap of rocks, which not being
all contiguous, arches are turned over the cavi-
ties. One part of it is fuppofed to have been
Britith work; the other is certainly modern,
and, from the ftile, muft have been added to
the former merely as a fort of profpeét-houfe.
The ancient part is pierced with loop-holes, but

= the
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the other has Gothic windows. " A flight of Corrwali,
fteps lead to the door, which is not in the old
walls, nor is it eafly to difcover how far the latcer
extended. - There were formerly fome out-
works to the north-weft. This building ap-
pears to have confifted originally of three fto-
ries, but the lowermoft only is kept in re-
pair. It commands a vaft horizon, and the
profpe&t has at the fame time a very peculiar
complexion. The bold and ftupendous druid-
ical monuments which lie fcattered on all
ﬁde:'; the filence and defolation of the {pot;
and, above all, the awful veftiges of convul-
fion which the hills exhibit, immenfe detached
maffes of granite appearing about to roll down
their declivities, awaken fublime ideas in a
{pe&tator ;——

11

annis folvit fublapfa vetuftas
¢ Fertur in abruptum magnus mons.”’ ——
Karn-breh was evidently once a great place
of Druidical worfhip, and from the numerous
coins, celts, &c. of remote antiquity, that have
been found here, one may conjetture that it

YOL: I, ; R was
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was of great note with the early inhabitants of
our iflands 3

The town of RepruTH is fituated in the very
heart of the mining country, and of courfe oc-
cupies a bleak, expofed fpot. We found no-
thing interefting to us here, except an extenfive
colleftion of minerals (all the produce of Corn-
wall) belonging to a dealer of the name of Mofes
Jacob, an [fraclite.—The day that fucceeded

~our arrival was allotted to the furvey of a noted

clufter of mines near Gwennap, where, by means
of our letters of introdution, we received the
utmofl civility and attention.

The GweEnNaPr MmiINEs are to the fouth-eaft
of Redruth, and to the right of the high-road to
Truro.—Tin, copper, and lead run in rich
courfes through this part of the county, and
lodes of different metals in fome places inter-

fect each other.- It has been remarked that the

courfes in general, both of tin and copper, run
in a dire€tion nearly from eaft to weft, and un-
derlie
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derlie towards the north. Some, however, are
" inclined to the fouth, byt very few have a dif-
ferent direétion from the above. Hence it ap-
pears that the metallic veins in Cornwall obey
the courfe of the granite mountains, and run
very nearly parallel to them.—The country of
the Gwennap mines 1s moftly granite, with killas
above on the furface. There is a decompofing
variety of the latter fubftance which occurs
“hereabout, and is called flukan. It is of a white
colour, very foft, and crumbles almoft into
powder between the fingers.—Here alflo a fub-
ftance called goffan abounds, which is always
looked upon by the miners as indicative of a
rich vein at no great diftance. This is of a
reddifh or yellowifh brown colour, amorphous,
and compofed chiefly of oxyde of iron mixed
with argillaceous and other particles. The
brown tungften analyzed by Klaproth, and de-
fcribed by Kirwan ttfel. 1, p. 132) as goflan,
is a very différent {ubftance ; but, as the Cornifh
miners are fo indifcriminate in the application
of terms, it is probable enough that they may

R 2 {ome-
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fometimes call an ore of wolfram by this name.
The principal of the Gwennap mines are Huel-
Virgin, Caharrack, and Poldice. The firft of
thefe is one hundred and fixty fathoms in depth,
and has yielded a confiderable quantity of native
copper. In the month of March only, 1785,
there were extraéted no lefs than one thoufand
four hundred tons from this mine, as Klaproth
informs us. The metal is found in a fort of
arborefcent form, interfperféd with quartz, on
which I have frequently obferved diftiné&t im-
preflions of the former. Goflan accompanies
moft of the veins.—CanarRAcK, lying con-
tiguous to Huel-Virgin, produces cryftal-
lized* red vitrcous copper-ore (though at pre-
fent only in very {mall quantities) -and fome
varieties of the oliveneriz, or arfeniate of copper.
Native copper too is found here.—Klaproth
mentions that afphaltum has been found in this

mine, and at the depth of ninety yards.—AHl

# The cryftals are of an oétohedral fhape,

the
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the above fubftances have a decayed granite for
their matrix.—The blue carbonate of copper,
or caruleum montanum, as alfo the green fort,
called malachite, is produced both in a loofe
and in an indurated form in the two mines
above mentioned.—Powrpice is one of the
oldeft mines in Cornwall, and yields yellowifh
copper ore, a rofin tin, and a good deal of
galena. A whitifh grey copper, cryltallized in
triangular and quadrangular pyramids with
truncated points, is found with the folid fort.
Both of them are to be ranked among the ful-
phurated ores.—The tin cryftals* refemble gar=-
nets, b}aing of a blackifh brown colour (which
is occafioned probably by the iron they contain),
but are eafily known from the former by their
weight. Their matrix is a heavy greyifh brown
{tone, generally called {in-flone, which confilts

almoft entirely of calciform tin.

e
=

* Some of thefe cryflals are hexahedral and others tetrahedral pyra=
mids ; the latter are by far the rareft,

R 3 At
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Cornwall. At Huei-UniTy a mineral very rare in
RN e countries, viz. black fuliginous copper=
ore, 1s found. Not far from the Gwennap minesis '
Huel-Jewell. Hu L~ ]+ wELL, famous for producing tin cryf-

tals in a fubftance called by the miners growan,
which is nothing more than a granite confifting
of tranfparent, glafly quartz, a {mall portion of
decompofing felfpar, and filvery mica partly in
a decayed ftate. The cryftals are rofin-co-
loured, and in the fhape of tetrahedral pyramids,
being ﬁ:attered, _as well as fome wolfram,
throughout the mafs. This curious mineral is
now become extremely fcarce. In Huel-Jew-
ell they find alfo red tranfparent copper ore, in

ottohedral cryftals.

At Pengrecp the beft cobalt in England has
been dug.—Other cobalt mines are Huel-Trugo
near St. Columb, Dudnan’s in Illogan parifh,

and near Pons-nooth.

North Croffing the NorTH-DOWNS in our way to
DoWIER g Agnes, we vifited a remarkable copper-
~ mine,
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mine, in which the lode is heaved, or flarted, as
the miners exprefs themfelves. They mean
that the courfe of the ore is fuddenly inter-
rupted, but recoverable again by finking deeper,
when another portion of it will occur, running
parallel to the firft; and thus 2 lode may be
found broken into numerous courles (which
fecm to have been formed by finking one be-
low the other)and yet all maintaining éxa&ly
the fame direttion. There is generally a vein
of fome particular f{ubftance that runs perpen-
dicular to the courfe, and communicates with
the {eparated portions of the lode ; this is called
the crofs-courfe. In the above mine the crofs-
courfe confifts of a pellucid quartz, of a curious
radiated texture, interfperfed with fome few
particles of copper-ore. The country is a kil-
las, that breaks into regular /amine of an alter-
nate red and white colour. The matrix of the
ore is a hard, black, compound ftone, which
they call a caple.—The North-Down mines
(and thefe are nine in number) occupy an
extent of ground about two miles in length and

R 4 - ong

Cor ﬂ‘ng -
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one mile in breadth, lying to the left of the high
road to Truro. One adit runs through all the
mines both on the North-downs and in Gwennap
parifh, being nearly ten miles in length. There
is only one ¢in-mine among the former. The
country is wholly killas, and the ore principally
the yellow fort, the beft of which 1s worth about
twelve pounds per ton. The copper lodes here
dip generally to the north, but the tin lodes to
the fouth.

St. AcnEs is fituated on the north coaft,
furrounded by feveral rich tin-mines. It can-
not be confidered as a port, for, though a quay
has been more than once ereéted for the accom-
modation of veflels, the violence of the fea has
always foon demolithed it ; and the harbour is
choaked up with fand.—We were much ftruck

with the majeftic boldnefs of this fhore ; .

¢« Hinc atque hinc vafte rupes ;”’——

guardcﬂ by immenfe rocks of killas, it feems to -

defy the impetuofity of the fea itfelf, On the
left

FIE S P .
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left is a remarkable eminence called S¢. Agnes’
beacon, five hundred feet above the level of the
water. The ftratification of this mountain de-
{erves particular mention, and the following is
the account given of it by Borlafe.* “ Upon
digging (fays he) a vegetable {foil and rubble
appeared for five feet from the top ; a fine fort
of ﬁl}ite and yellow clay fix feet; a layer of
fand of the fame nature as that on the fhore fix
feet ; beneath this a layer of {mooth, rounded
pebbles; next, four feet of a white, ftony rubble
and earth (probably quartz), and then the firm
rock (‘killas) in which the tin-lodes fhape their
courfe.”” Thefe tin lodes may be traced dif-
‘tinttly on the fide of the rocks towards the fea,
and I do not know any other inftance, in the
county, of Kkillas conftituting the immediate

matrix of this ore. The fiffures are in general

extremely fmall-and thread-like, and the killas

which they pervade is a bluifh grey fpecies, of a

—
e
——

* Natural Hiftory of Cornwall, p. 76,

pretty

Cornwall,
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Comwall, pretty compatt texture. There are ftream-

works of tin on the beach, and two large mines
not far diftant; in one of the latter called

Huel-rock, the {ulphurated ore difcovered by

Ralpe was dug. The lode was at firlt nine feet
wide, and appeared about twenty yards only be-
neath the furface of the ground.*—At Trevau-
nance and Seal-hole, in this parifh, the cryftals
of tin are oftohedral, being quadrangular pyra-
mids joined by their bafes. I have feen fome
in quadrangular prifms terminated by pyra-
mids of the fame number of fides, but thefe are

very rarc,

We had now infpe&ed the produétions of the
moft remarkable mines in Cornwall, and the
principal fafts that fell under our obfervation

relative to them are interfperfed in the pre-

£ — s e
T

—
— —

* Klaproth found this ore to contain, out of one hundred and nineteen
~ grains, thirty of pure fulphur, forty-one of tin, forty-three of copper, twa

of iron, and three of the flony matrix.~Ralpe propofed to call it bell

metal ore. It is fimilar in colour to the grey copper ore, lamellarin tex=-
ture, and extremely brictles  Sce Magellan's Cronfleds, vol. 2, p. 636,

ceding
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ceding pages. There are fome general remarks,
however, which yet remain to be mentioned,
but refult in a great degree from what has been
already faid.—With ]regarc‘i to {im, it appears
that the moft common ftate in which it 1s here
found is the calciform, the greater quantity of
ore being indurated or glafs-like ;—that its moft
prevalent mairix is either an argillaceousor a
filiceous fubftance, or a flone compounded of
both (called by the miners caple), none of the cal-
careous genus* ever appearing contiguous to the
ore except the fluors;—and that the oxydes of
iron and arfenic are thofe with which the tin is
moft frequently blended.—Copper lodes lie

deeper than thofe of tin, and the richer ones are

. e e

* Some time ago the [chicfer fpar (of Werner) was found in one of the
tin-lodes, in Pu]gﬂ:uth mine; it was remarked, however, that from the
period of the difcovery the lode ceafed to be produétive of ore.—Calca-
reous fubftances are very fcarce in Cornwall, and I was not a little fur-
prifed to hear that the [chiefer-fpar (which is one of the fcarceft fpecies,
and had never been before found but at Koningfberg, in Norway, and in
Saxony,) was a native of this county. Iam informed that the Rev. Mr,
Hennah, of St, Auftle, is in poffeffion of a cryftallized variety with erect
hexagonal plates.—Signor Sevarefi and Mr, Hatchett are the gentlemen to
whom we are indcbted fo; the addition of the fchiefer fpar to the lit of
Englith minerals,

1n
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in general accompanied in their courfe by go/fan.
The ores of this metal are moftly of the pyri-

tous, and fulphurated fort, with more or lefs

-arlenic, and have a variety of matrices, though

rarely killas, or calcareous fubftances.—The
lodes both of tin and copper appear molt fre-
quently to have granite for their country, and to

make an angle from 60° to 76° with the horizon.

F

The only filver-mine in this county is
Huer-MEexico, fituated to the left of the road
leading from St. Agnes to St. Michael, and not
far from the fea, the {fand of which covers all
the adjacent country. . The rocks on the coatft,
quite from St. Ives, feem to confift chiefly of
killas, which, with nodules of quartz, is the pre-
vailing fubftance in the mine.—Luna cornea,
or horn filver ore, has been found here, though
in very {mall quantities, and confequently {peci-

mens of it yield a high price.* A good deal of

e ——
—

* It is of a yellowifh-green colour, and is found in fmall fpecks confift=
ing of minute cubic cryftals,

filver,
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filver, however, has been procured from Huel-
Mexico; fome mafles of the ore, we were in-
formed, have produced as much as half their
weight of it. The matrix is an ochraceous
imn-nfe, and the yellow oxyde covers the
whole of the mine.—I conceived at firft that
the filver might be afforded by a decompofed
galena, but could not find any appearance of
lead upon examination of the lode. The courfe
of the latter is almoft perpendicular to the hori-
zon, in a direttion from north to fouth. It is
about ten years fince the mine was firlt worked,
and the depth is now nearly twenty-four
fathoms. I found it very dangerous to def-
cend, on account of the ladders continuing
quite ftrait to the bottom, and there being no
refting place except a niche cut on one fide in

the earth.* Should one unfnrtunat_e]y mifs

¢ % Mot of the ladder-fhafts in Cornwall have what are called landinga
Jplaces :—that is, the ladders do not often extend more than five or fix fa-
thoms in depth before you can ftand, or perhaps walk fome way, fafe on
your legs, and then proceed to another courfe,

one’s

Cornwalls
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one’s hold of the ladder in this fhaft, there is =

nothing to prevent a fall to the very floor of

the mine.

Enriched with a few {pecimens of the pro-
duttions of Huel-Mexico, we pafled over a
difmal country to St. Micuaer, or (as itis
vulgarly called) Mitchell. Though a borough,
this is a fad, mean place, and did not offer any
thing worthy of notice.—It cannot boaft even
of a church.

St. Corums (which is alfo a borough) has
the advantage of a decent, paved ftreet, and isa
church-town, but not more likely to detain a
traveller than St. Michael. There are fome
ftream-works in the neighbﬂurhdﬂd, which pro-
duce the wood-tin. The foil feems encourag-
ing to cultivation in fome {pots, but towards St,
Roche a wild, extenfive heath {preads itfelf, and
the road to Bodmin prefents a barren {cene
until it approaches pretty near to that place,

when

e e B it o it
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when it becomes bordered (and not {paringly)

" with wood. -

Boomin is fcreened on all fides by rifing
ground, and was invifible to us until we were
almoft in the fireets. It muft have been for-
merly a very flourifhing, extenfive place, and
was famous for its manufaflories. Indeed it is
{till a large town, and has one fine, wide ftreet,
inferior to none in the county. A manufattory
of yarn too continues, but is {aid to be much on
the decline. The aflizes are holden here once
in the year, and the county-gaol, built very
lately, ftands in a healthy fpot juft' without the
town. This building is laid out necarly on the
plan recommended by Mr. Howard, and ftruck
us as a model for all places of confinement., A
little to the r:a_[t we obferved fome ruinous walls,
which are faid to be the remains of a hofpital for
lepers, dedicated to St. Lazarus.—The church
of Bodmin is very fpacious, and a venerable old
pile. Before the fee was removed to St. Ger-

main’s this was the Cathedral of the diocefe,

and
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and it belonged, as the conventual church, to the -

adjoining monaftery of St. Petroc. Its {pire
was blown down by a violent hurricane in the
year 1699. The monaftery belonged originally
to Benediétines, but being plundered by the

* Danes in 81, and the Monks difperfed, its re-

venues were enjoyed principally by the Earl of
Morton and Cornwall, and afterwards devolved
to the crown.* A little before the diffolution,
however, we find that a prior and canons pof-
fefled the monaftery.—In the church_yard there

appear to be fome remains of the priory.

A botanilt vifiting this part of -the country
fhould be reminded that one of our plante rari/=
[fime, viz. Liguflicum Cornubienfe, inhabits the
{kirts of a wood about a mile north from Bod-
min. Unfortunately I did not hear that it was
{o much within my 1‘::Iach, or indeed that it had

been found any where within late years, until

* Sce Stecvens’s Dugdale, vol, 1, p. 31.

we
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we had finithed our tour, when I ﬁ*as accident-
ally informed by Sir Thomas Geary Cullum,
Bart. (a gentleman eminently diftinguifhed for
his zeal in the walks of Natural Hiftory) that he
had difcovered it here.

From Bodmin we returned to the northern
coaft, paffing through Wadebridge and Camel-
ford, and making our firft day’s journey in that
direttion conclude at the latter, which was the
only place in that part of the county where we
could expeét accommodation. Between Bod-
min and Wadebridge the country is fomewhat
varied, and there is a vale pleafingly wooded,
and (what 1s not very common in Cornwall) in-
terfperfed with orchards; but as we approach
Camelford, the profpeét ceafes to be in the leaft
interefting, except on account of its wildnefs,
and perhaps is more infipid than in any part we
had vifited. As to the foil it now becomes
{chiftofe. The fame fort of argillaceous flate
that abounds on the fouthern coaft between St.
Germain’s and Fowey fhews itelf alfo on the

VOL. 1. s north-

Cornwalls



258 OBSERVATIONS ON THE

Corwwalle northern, killas forming the intermediate fira-
tum between it and the granite.~There are
quarries* to the left of the Camelford road that

produce an excellent flate for roofs, equal per-

|
!
j

haps to any in the kingdom. This fpecies is of
a peculiar texture ; when ftruck it will found
almoft as clear as a piece of metal, and i’plits'
into flakes, or lamine, fometimes large enough
to make grave-ftones. Its colour is a greyifth
blue. . The beft (or dottom flone, as it is called)
is dug at the depth of thirty fathoms or more,
the upper part of the quarries producing none |
that is good for much, the lamine being fhort
and of unequal thicknefs. The rough maffes
are raifed from their beds by wedges, driven by
bars of iron, and they are fplit by means of a

firong, broad chifel, and a mallet.t

Wadebridge. WaDEBRIDGE and CamELFORD are both
Camelford. '

* Called Denyball flate-quarries,

+ The beft flate from the above quarries is fold for about two pounds
Fer ton,

incon-
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inconfiderable places, and with ;*égard to the fi-
tuation of the latter none can poffibly be more
diﬁnal.L—The river Camel makes a long circuit
before it arrives at Wadebridge, (where it is
crofled by a fine. bridge of'feventeen arches),
and empties itfelf into Padftow-harbour. This

harbour is {fo much obftruéted by fand that na=

vigation is difficult, except in its very channel,

where the water is deep enough to fupport fhips .

of great burthen.—The banks of the Camel
were the {cene of fome bloody battles between
the Britons and Saxons. It was fomewhere
near Camelford that the famous battle between
the renowned Arthur and his rebellious nephew
Modred is fuppofed to have happened, and
where the latter was killed, and the former
received his death-wound.*—Camelford is a
place of great antiquity and a borough, but we
found nothing within its precinéts that deferved

attention,

® See Rapin’s Hiffory of England, vol.1, p. 30,

s 2 Between

Cornawalls
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Cornwalls Between Padftow-harbour and Camelford,
antimony mines have been worked with fome
fuccefs ; one near St. Teath, indeed, is at prefent
deferted, but Huel-Boys, in the parifh of En-
dellyon, yielded, as Price informs us (in his 0b-
Jervations on the Mz’nﬂsqf Cornwall), one hun-

dred and twenty tons within three years.

" One of our objeéts in returning'm the north-
ern coaft was a view of the remains of a re=-
markable fortrefs called King Arthur’s Caftle
Tintagel. at TinTaGEL. It is conjefured that this was
once the royal refidence of Arthur, and, if we
may believe fome of our old hiftorians, the
Hetor of Britain was born here.— Affociating
the idea of its former {plendor and imp:r:nrt-
ance,—of its having been the palace of the
ancient princes of Danmonium,—with the wild
{ublimity and commanding afpeét of the fitua- :
tion, we felt at the {cene before us an involun-
tary' awe. Its deflolation and decay gave rife
to refletions on the early periods of our
hiftory ; on the bold ftand made by our warlike

anceftors
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anceftors in defence of their race and native
{oil; on the heroic chiefs whom thefe ﬁrﬁggles for
independence and freedom f_m-m foreign rule
called forth; and on the viqi{ﬁtudés which t:jwns,
tribes, whole nations, languages, and all human
inftitutions and ideas undergo. Thefe walls,
now mouldering into rubbifh, once * frowned a
proud pile,” and contained apartments in which
appeared the pomp and pageantry of a court.
Fancy figured “ thronging knights” reforting
hither to the throne of their-warlike {overeign,
and partaking of the military honors of his
round-table, whilft the royal ftandard of Britain

waving above  proclaimed  this the feat of

fupreme authority !

her reign;

€ s 12 pfis ingentia muris
¢¢ Saxa jacent, nulloque domus cuftode tenetur,”
Enough of the works remain to fhew that Tin-
tagel Caftle was very ftrong and {pacious, though
I doubt whether much of what is now ftanding
is of {o early a date as the Britifh times.- The
fituation is a bold - {laty promontory, part of it
53 almoft

Now deﬁ::ulatinn holds

C':-armuaf:’.
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almoft feparated from the main land by an
immenfe chafm and, unlefs this chafm has ’I};:E:n
formed fince the dilapidation of the Cadtle, ac-
ceflible only by means of a drawbridge. It
is evident that the rocks have been rent in
one place, at leaft, fubfequently to the ereétion
of the walls, for a long fiflure may be traced
through both them and their foundation.
W hat remains on the peninfular part is a circu-
lar, garretted wall, inclofing fome traces of
buildings : here was probably the keep. Un- |
derneath, is a cavern, "or fubterraneous paflage,
through which boats could once fail from one
fide of the rocks to the other at full tide, but,
fome maffes having fallen down from above, it
is now in fome meafure blocked up. The walls
on the other fide of the chafm inclofe two nar-
row courts, and at the higheft part of the for- -
trefs there are feveral fleps leading to the pa-
rape.t. The whole i1s conftruéted with (late,
which is pierced with holes for difcharging
arrows, &c, On the fide towards the fea the
precipice is truly .terriﬁc;,thﬁ whole circum-

ference
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ference, indeed, has great advantages from

Cornwall,

nature. The brows of the rocks are fringed

‘with famphire, and we found Trifolium fellatum

growing in their crevices,

Whilft we were contemplating this remark-
able fpot, our guide pointed out to us fome
choughs flying beneath us. Thefe were the
firft we had feen, in a wild ﬁa.te, in dnrnwall,
though the bird is {o common on its coafts that
it is generally known by the name of the Cor-
a1/l daw. The natives are fo much attached
to them that it is very common to fee tame ones
in their gardens.—The chough may be imme-
diately diftinguifhed from the common crow by
its red legs and bill; befides, the colour is a
fort of violaceous black. Ruined towers by
the fea fide, and fequeftered, craggy rocks being
its favourite haunts, about Tintagel there are
confiderable numbers,

A little to the eaft of King Arthur’s Caftle
ftands the borough of Tintagel, known alfo by
5 4 the
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the name of Trevena and Bofliney—a molft mi-
ferable, fhabby groupe of cottages, withouteven
a public-houfe. The country around it is bleak
and rugged, and the whole formed fuch a difmal
pi€ture of defolation that we began to imagine
ourfelves removed by enchantment out of the
region of civilization. There are about {wenty
houfes within the borough, but the number of
voters is feldom fo great. At this time there
are five or fix only. Their qualifications con=
fift in living in the parifh, and having land n
the borough,

From Tintagel we proceeded over a rocky

road to BoscastirE, a village not far diftant
from the former, and in a highly romantic fitu-
ation. The cottages are all in a deep valley
walhed by a fmall inlet of the fea, whilft fine

" mountainous eminences crowd round them on

all fides, cut by craggy gaps, and clad with
bruthwood. This place was once famous for
a caftle, built by one of the Botercaux family,
but there are no fragments remaining.

At
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" At the diftance of five or fix miles from Bof- Corwall,
caftle we had the fame infipid fcenery that ap-
pears about Camelford, and it continued until
we came near Launcefton, the caftle of which
was a forlorn, indiftinét obje&t on our left a
long waif, A fcreen of mountain-afh, elm, and
oak on each fide of the road forms an avenue
to the town and a moft agreeable contraft to the
counfr}r we leave behind. To ride under the

Ihade of a hedge-row was a real luxury to us.

LauncesToN is fituated on the borders of a Launcefton.
pleafing and cultivated country, partly on an 5
eminence, and partly on a fharp declivity to the
north. In entering the town, we paffed under :
the mouldering walls of its ancient caftle, which
even now retains a threatening afpeét, and muft
have been once a very ftrong and important
fortrefs. The keep ftands on an elevated knoll
that appears to be partly artificial and is faid to
have extended originally farther into the town.

The principal entrance is to the north-eaft,
where ftood the great gate, which is in an im-

perfett
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Cornwall. perfeft flate, but fome walls ftill adjoin to it,
After croffing a confiderable area we mount a
flight of fteps, rifing very quick, to the keep, -
The latter is furrounded by a circular wall, in-

tended probably for a fort of covered way;
about fix feet within it there is a fecond wall,
twelve feet in thicknefs, through which a ftair-
- cafe leads to the top. The whole diameter of
the keep is ninety-three feet, and the height of -4
the parapet above the bafe-court one hundred
~ and four feet. Before the Conqueft, we have
no further account of this caftle than that Otha-

il ™

mar de Knivet was conftable, or governor.
Richard I. gave it to Earl (afterwards King)
John, his brother.—William, Earl of Morton

and Cornwall, made fo many additions to it that

ool b s s

he has been confidered by fome as the founder,
The keep feems to me to be of a much earlier
date than any other part of the works, and it is
not improbable that the foundation of it is as
old as the time of the Britons, who, no doubt,
had fome ftrong forts in this part of the country
for their fecurity againft the Saxons,—Including

the
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the borough. of Newport, which joins clofe to

Launcefton, this is a very populous and exten-

five place. The church belonging to the former

was once a conventual one, dedicated to St.

Stephen ; hence the parifh has fometimes the .

fame appellation. A prior and canons, of the

order of St. Auguftine, placed here by Warle-

walt, Bifhop of Exeter, inhabited at firft a {pot
near the caltle, but were afterwards removed to
the other fide of the river Kenfey, which runs
under the hill. The church of St. Thomas oc-
cupies a pleafant, rural fituation near the foot of
the latter. In the heart of the town ftands that
of St. Mary Magdalen, a handfome fabric, in a
rich ftile of the Gothic order, but much ob-
fcured by other buildings.—There are two fine
Gothic gates ftill ftanding, and in Leiand’s time
the place was encompafled by a regular wall.—
At the entrance to the White-hart inn we ob-
ferved a noble Saxon arch; {o that it is not im-
probable that on the fite of it ftood the monaf-
tery mentioned above.—Launcefton has alto-
gether a very refpetable appearance. The

aflizes

Corrnwall,
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aflizes are holden here alternately with Bodmin,
and it is confidered as the chief town in the

county.

Our neareft way to Plymouth lay through’
Callington and Saltafh ; indeed the mines near
the former would have induced us to pals
through it, had it been even remote from the
high road. =~ The face of the country becomes
now both varied and fertile, and formed a pl’eaf-
ing preparation to our return into the delightful
county of Devon. - We frequently difcovered
the Tamar gliding through a fucceffion of cul-
tivated lands and enclofures. Sometimes an
immenfe land{cape opened to our view.—On
the left a range. of mountains, the harfhnefs of
their outline mellowed by ﬂiﬂance, fc:med to

advance in a north-eaft dire€tion. Near thefe

are the huge Druidical monuments called the . -

Hurlers, and alfo the Cheefe-rings, as they are
vulgarly named. The materials for both were
furnifhed on the {pot, for the granite rocks con-

tinue their courfe to the eaft of Bodmin, and the
Cheefew
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Cheefe-rings (which are immenfe mafles of this
rock piled on each other nearly in a circle)
were probably conftrutted by nature herfelf, in
one of her whimfical moments.—The Hurlers
are three ﬁngulaf and large circles of ftones
which interfeét each other, the centres being in
a right line ; the name is dérived from a ridi-

culous tradition that they were once people

amufing themfelves at hurling,* or wreftling, a

51
favourite {port with the Cornifhmen.

Having now nearly completed the tour of this
county, and vifited its moft fecluded parts, with-
out finding any traces of the old Cornifh lan-
guage, we ventured to conclude that it muft be
nearly, if not wholly, extintt, efpecially as Mr.
Ray could not meet with more than one perfon
who wrote it as long ago as the year 1662. Mr.
Barrington was fortunate enough to find an old

woman that could fcold in it, when he vifited

-

e
——

* The natives of Cornwall have long been famous for their ﬂrﬂlglh
and dexterity at this exercife.—Every one has heard of the Cornifh bug,

this

Cor ::war-ff :
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this county in 1768.—It was {poken fo generally,
however, down to the reign of Henry VIII.
that Dr. Moreman, Vicar of Mynhinet, is faid
to have been the firlt who taught his parifhoners
the Lord’s prayer, the creed, and the command-
ments in Englifh.—According to the beft au- |
thorities I have been able to confult, the Cornifh
muft have been merely a dialeét of that language .
which prevailed over all Britain before the ar-
rival of the Saxons, and which was common
(though not down to {o late a period) to Ireland
and Gaul. The Britons being driven into
countries remote from each other, their language
would in pfccéfa of time become differently

written and pronounced, and mixed in different

‘degrees with other languages, {o as to conftitute
the Armorican, Welfh, and Cornifh, which

feem to have never been radically diﬁin&, for
thofe who are verfed in any one of thefe can

interpret the others with tolerable facility.®

————a=———1

* See Gough's ﬁﬂma’cﬂ, vol. I,I Pe ¥
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Many caufes have operated to occafion the ex~ Cornwall,
tin€tion of the laft. In the firlt place, no more
than three books are extant in the language:
one of them (Gibfon informs us) is written in
an old court-hand on vellum, and contains the
hiftory of our Saviour’s paffion; the other
two are in the Bodleian library, but I am ig-
norant of the fubjeét of them.—Secondly, the
ceflation of all intercourfe and correfpondence
with the people of Bretagne under Henry VII.
before whofe time there were interchanges of fa-
milies and princes with them; and—Ilaftly,—the
jealoufies that have exifted between the natives
of this county and Wales, fince the latter has be-
come a mining country, were the means of con-
ﬁning the Cornifhmen to a communication in
their original language only with each other.
The Welfh having much lefs intercourfe with
their neighbours than the people of Cornwall,
we cannot be furprifed that the language of the
former has furvived that of the latter, and we
have no need perhaps to take other circum-
ftances into confideration.

Before
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Cornavall,

Before we came to Callington we ferceivea
fome mines on the right. Among the rubbifh
{furrounding the fhafts we found a good deal of
decompofing granite,* fimilar to that of St. Ste-
phen’s parifh, and which might be applied to
the fame purpofes. St. Kitt’s hill (on the left)
confifts entirely of granite, and, at the very top,
a fhaft has been funk for digging tin. Whether
this mine has been productive I know not, but
there is a great quantity of wolfram in the quartz
that feems to adjoin the lode. = Killas is the
upper Jfiratum around the foot of the Eiﬂ, but
the latter is certainly one of the links, as it were,
that ferves to connett the granitic chain of
Cornwall with the fame of Dartmoor; its out-
line is as mountainous as any we faw in this
county, and its fides are rendered craggy by the
mafles of granite projefting from them, and
which come under the {ame charatler. as the

moorftone.—The profpeét from the fummit of

—

# The Chira-flone,

St. Kitt’s
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St. Kitt’s hill embraces a vaft traét of country,
and brings both banks of the Tamar under the
fame natural diftri¢t, by fhewing a perfe& fimi-
larity in their agricultural, as well as their geo-
logical afpeét, and making an imaginary union
between the eminences that overlook them on
each fide. To the fouth, Plymouth-found pre-
fented its hazy furface, and we could diftinétly
trace the route by which we were the next day

to complete our circuit of Cornwall

Carrineron, placed in a fituation quite
commanded by the bold height of St. Kitt’s hill,

has nothing to boalft of but its church, a fpacious, -

towering fabric. ' Though a thabby place, it may
juftly claim a fuperiority in rank to many other
of the Cornifh boroughs. Its manufaétory of
cloth is as brifk as any carried on in the county,
- but this is a branch of bufinefs which feems to
be migrating very faft from the more weftern

part of the kingdom,

As we came ncarer to the Tamar, our views

VOL. I. T gradually

Cornwalls
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gradually improved, and the vicinity of PEN-

-riLLy Castre, which ftands on its edge, is

highly beautiful and luxuriant. The declivities
towards the river are moft charmingly wooded,
and fine tall elms, wearing a pi€urefque ap-
pearance of age, ftretch their broad branches
over the approach to the caltle. The latter 1s
a modern building, and has the appellation of a

caftle, I imagine, only from its embattled form..

Cultivation was now become confpicuous in
every direétion, and the Danmonian fence, from
its novelty, was not fo offenfive to us as when
our eyes had been more familiarized to a fcene
of fertility and to the concerns of agriculture.—
How happy the occupations of the hufbandman
appeared in comparifon with thofe of the wretched
minér ! The latter aflifted only by the gleam of
a candle, and furrounded by a grofs, and fre-
quently by a deadly, atmofphere, is momentarily
in dangér of {eeing the tomb clofe over his head,
whilft the former, bleffed in his toil with a pure
air-and the fplendor of heaven, purfues the tafk

: afligned
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affigned him with vigour and cheerfulnefs.
From this contraft, I think, one may judge
what nature intended to be the true riches

of man.

DEVONSHIRE

CONTINUED.

Tue day after our arrival at Saltath, we went
up the Tavey to vifit the lead mines of BErE-
Avrston. A ferene fky, and the beauty of the
{cenes which fucceeded each other according to
every curvature in our courfe, rendered our
little voyage inexprefﬁi)ly plealing. There is
a profufion of wood in the vicinity of the
mines, and the fpat.:.f: comprehended between
the Tamar and the Tavey towards their con-
fluence prefented a great number of very lovely

T 2 land-

-

Cornwall,

Bere-Alfton.
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landfcapes. After being landed, we had the
diftance of about a mile and an half to walk
before we arrived at Bere-Alfton, which,
though a borough, is quite a mean village, and
we were informed that not a fingle voter refides
in it. Probably it was once the Jprr.:)pﬂrty of a
perfon of fome rank and inﬂrucncc, by which
means many inconfiderable places firlt obtained
the privilege of fending reprefentatives to par-
liament. It is faid that the manor was given
by the Conqueror to a branch of the family of
Alencon; if {o, the word Alflon might be a

corruption of that name.

We were fortunate enough to obtain at thefe
mines fome fluor in o€tohedral cryftals, which
is a very rare mineral, and at no other plaée
in England, I believe, is it to be found.—The
ore is a galena, with a matrix of whiufh quartz
accompanied by a good deal of blende. Killas

conflitutes in a great meaflure the country of

the galena, and feems to prevail in the foil

about Bere-Alfton. The depth of the l'ﬂil_'les 18

not
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not very confiderable, nor do they produce
fufficiently to excite any great {pirit of induftry;
indeed at this time we did not find that any

workings at all were going on.

On our return to the boat, the water proved
too fhallow to carry us back, which obliged us
to wait for the flood tide, and was the means of
furnithing us with an acquifition in the way of
conchology. In the mud appeared a {pecies of

Turbo, which, though very fimilar to T. littoreus

(the common periwinkle), has fome charac~

ters that {eem to authorize its being confi-
dered as a different fhell. The anfratius are
much more fwollen, as it were, than in ‘the
above fpecies; the fpire is more deprefled ;
and, befides that there is no appearance of
Jirie either tranfverfely or longitudinally, this
fhell has a fort of diftorted or rude confour that
may perhaps entitle it to the appellation of
T. rudis. Its colour is greenitfh.—I do not
find that it has been either figured or defcribed,

T3 0 We

Dﬁ‘vﬂﬂl
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‘We now re-crofled the Tamar, at the Saltath
paflage, having completed a peregrination of
almoft three hundred miles fince our firft

arrival at that town.

Plymouth and its environs comprehend a
variety of interefting objeéls, to the furvey of
which fome days fhould be allotted by every
one who vifits this part of the country. The
Edyftone light-houfe, Mount Edgcumbe, and
the dock-yards form a fuperior aflemblage of
attrattions.

The town of PLymouTH is large, but an ill-
built, difagreeable platé, infeflted with all the
filthinefs fo frequent in fea-ports. It carries
on a very extenfive trade, and there is a great
exportation of pilchards to Italy and other ca-
tholic countries. The fifhery does not extend
farther eaftward than this harbour.—The new
quay lies on the weft fide of Sutton-pool, where
veflels are pretty fafe, when thofe in the Sound,
and even in Catwater, run great rifques from

the
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the high fea which a fouth wind generally
brings. Wrecks often happen under Mount
Batton, and other eminences near the town.—
- A citadel, built on a noble fcale, proteéts the
Sound ; yet the entrance of the latter does not
{eem fufficiently guarded, and (if the {ecurity of
Plymouth be of importance to the kingdom) it
is not eafy to account for the plan propofed
fome years ago by the Duke of Richmond being
rejetted. Without' fome ftronger works, his
Grace thought the place very far from being
impregnable.—Hamoaze (the mouth of the
Tamar) is commanded by the works on St.
Nicholas’s ifle,—a {pot about two acres in ex-
tent, on the north-weft fide of the Sound.—The
citadel has five regular baftions, a large ftore
houfe, and many fine pieces of cannon, and was
eretted in the reign of Charles II.—At a little
diltance weft from the town are the marine bar-
racks, which occupy a confiderable extent of
ground, and have more the appearance of a col-
lege, than of a building for the accommodation

of foldiers, |
T 4 .. Two

Dewor,
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Dewvon, Two miles from Plymouth, on the eaftern
* Plymouth- fide of the Tamar, ftands the town of PLy-
R mouTH-Dock, almoft united to the former by
the village of Stonehoufe and the numerous

houfes that ‘extend along the road. From the

buftle and continual pafling of people we could

fancy ourfelves in the outfkirts of London.—

The Royal hofpital is fituated on the right, en-

| joying a fine, elevated fpot that feems pecu-
liarly favourable to a fupply of wholefome air.

On the left appears the governor of Plymouth’s

houfe, overlooking the Sound, Hamoaze, and
Stonehoufe-pool from a rocky eminence which
borders the latter, and which is fortified with

fome regular works for the defence of the

dock-yards.

The levelling of fo large a fpace of ground as
the dock-yards occupy muft have been attended
with prodigious labour, particularly the gun-
wharf, which was hewn out of fome {chiftofe
rocks to the depth of thirty feet, or more.
This {late is of a very fingular fpecies, and re-

fembleg
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fembles in colour the Siberian jafper, being Devons
compofed of alternate green and purple lamine
running in right lines. A very hard reddifh
limeftone prevails on the fouthern fide of the
yards.—The docks and bafons are conftrutted

6n a fpacious and magnificent fcale, and the
different offices and work-fhops are extremely
commodious and complete. The wet dock is
formed to contain five firft-rates at a time, and
there is a bafon two hnndred feet {quare.—The
rope-houfe is longer by twenty fathoms than
that of Portfmouth, the whole length of it be-

ing four hundred fathoms.—Thofe who have
never {een fimilar {cenes cannot form any con-
ception of the a@tivity and variety of employ-
ments exhibited here, nor is any {peétacle bet- ;
ter calculated to enable one to make a proper
eftimate of human ingenuity, than the gradual
gmw_th of a few rude pieces of timber into the
majeftic, wonderful ftrutturc that encounters

the winds and waves.

From a little cove, clofe to the dock-yards,

there
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there is a ferry to Mount-Ebpccumse, which
(exclufive of its exterior advaﬁtagesﬁ} in the
ﬁtuation, difpofition of the grounds, and natural
embellilhments, has recommendations {uperior
to thofle of moft {pots in our ifland. From the
Sound, which is bounded by it on the weft, its
effect is fingularly ftriking in point both of
grandeur and decoration, and the houfe appears

to great advantage. The latter, a {quare build-

_ing with a tower at each corner, was begun by

Sir Richard Edgcumbe, from whom its prefent
noble poffeffor (the Earl of Mount-Edgcumbe)
is delcended. It commands a view almoft un-
péralleled_for variety and magnificence of ob-
jelts.  In front, the town and harbour of Ply-
mouth prefent themfelves ; a little to the left,
the dock-yards, the fortifications that furround
them, fhips of various dimenfions failing in and
out of the Tamar, and the diftant banks of that_
river ; to the right, a broad {weep of the Chan-
nel, and feveral bold headlands ftarting from the
coaft ; whilft more immediately under the eye

appears
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appears a fine declivity richly planted, and or-

namented with temples, ftatues, and fountains,

During Mary’s war with France, the Spanifh
and Netherland fleets having joined the Englifh
at Plymouth, the admirals of the three nations
were {umptuoufly entertained by Sir Richard
at this princely feat.—THe Duke of Medina,
commander of the famous Armada, is faid to
have been {o much delighted with the {pot that,
as he pafled with his fuppoled invincible flect
along the coaft, he made himlelf, in 2dea, at once

pofleflor of it.

~ Adjoining to Mount-Edgcumbe are MAK ER-
HEIGHTS, whence we had a profpeét ftill more
extended than before, a greater part of Corn-
wall entering into the landfcape, with num-
berlefs towns and villages.—~The parifh church
(the tower of which is a ftation for the difplay of
fignals) ftands clofe to the park-walls, and by
means of {o very elevated-a fituation, the peo-
ple in the harbour gain intelligence of whatever
flects

Devon,
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fleets pals up or down the Channel. Home-
ward-bound fhips generally put into Plymouth
to provide themlelves with pilots.

The diftance of the Epystox & from Plymouth
is n';:arly fourteen miles.* Its fituation is fuch
that all the fivells from the bay of Bifcay and
the ocean come along the coaft towards it with
uncontrouled fury, which rendered it a perilous
{pot to mariners before the eretion of the light-
houfe. The prefent building was the work of
the ingenious Mr. Smeaton, who publithed a
very interefting account of it, in a folio volume,
in the year 1793. He informs us that his plan
was taken from obfervations tl;at he had made
on the trunk of a tree, which gradually dimi-

nifhes from a curve into a cylinder, and gave

* The proper time of failing from Plymouth to the Edyftone is when
they have high-water at the former place, becaufe the ebb-tide will affift
your getting out from the Sound, and then meeting the Channel tide
running eaftward, the current will naturally drive fo much to the eait
that, if the wind be flack, its return to the weft when there is half ebb at
the light houfe will bring you thither in courfe before low-water, and
afford the beft chance of landing,

him
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him a f{trong idea of the ad:vantage of fuch a

form. The materials which he ufed were chiefly
of moorftone, and managéd {o as to lock into
each other, being primarily engrafted into the
rock : in the rnund,_ or entire courfes, above
the top of the latter, all are dove-tailed, and
locked to one large centre ftone. His cement
was compofed of - tarras (or puzzolana) and
limeftone from Watchett, in Somerf{etfhire.
Thefe materials together formed an excellent

mortar for fetting in the midft of water.

The firft building ereéted on the Edyftone

- Devon.

rock was the defign of a Mr. Winftanley, of -

Littlebury, in Effex, who {cems to have been a
man of a great mechanical turn, and had ac-
quired fome fame by feveral machines which he
had invented fimilar to Merlin’s. He com-
menced his light-houfe in the year 1696, and
finifhed it in 1700, but it required confiderable
repairs within three years afterwards; yet {o
confident was Mr. W. of the excellence of his
plan that, when he went to Plymouth in Novem-

ber
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ber, 1703, to fuperintend the wnrkmén, he told
fome of his friends™* ke fhould only wifh to be on
the [pot in the greateft florm that ever blew under
the face of the heavens, in order to fee what effeét
et would have on the [flruflure.”’—The unfortu-
nate archite€t paid dearly“for his prefumption,
for in the dreadful hurricane of the twenty-

feventh of November (1703) the whole building

- was wathed away, and himfelf, and others that

were with him in it, never more heard of!—
The next adventurer was John Rudyerd, a filk
mercer, of Ludgate-hill, who was empowered -
to build by an a& of parliament paffed in the

~year 1706. Rudyerd was convinced that the

form of his predeceflor’s light-houfe was a very
injudicious one (being polygonal), and conftruéted
his own circular. He made the bafe twenty-
three feet four inches in diameter, and the

_ height ninety-two feet, and the whole was com-

pleted in three years. It ftood until the fecond

of December, 1755, when a fire accidentally

~ broke out, and, by the feventh, entirely deftroyed

it.—A very {ingular, and almoft incredible, ac-
cident
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cident happened at the time of the fire. Some
lead, melted by the heat of the flames, dropped
into the mouth_of a man who was gaping up at
the upper part of the light-houfe, and, though
the weight of it was found to be more than
feven ounces, the poor wretch f{urvived his
fcalding dofe ten days.*—At the beginning of
the year 1756, Mr. Smeaton was pitched upon
as a proper perfon to reftore the ftrutture.
This gentleman, of whofe mechanical genius the
prefent light-houfe promifes to be a very durable
monument, was originally a philofophical inftru-
ment maker, and being eletted a Fellow of the
Royal Society as a compliment to his talents,

received great attention from the Earl of Mac-

* The body was difle€ted by Mr. Spry, of Plymouth, by whom an
account of this extraordinary circumftance was tran/mitted to the Royal
Society (See Pbhil, Tranf. vol. 49, p. 477.) In confequence of the ine
credulity that attached to his report, the above gentleman was induced to
profecute a feries of experiments on the effects of liquid hot lead, the
‘iffue of which fully eftablifhed the poffibility of the occurrence. A
lump of this metal weighing three ounces remained fome time in the
ftomach of a fowl, without producing death, and the bird even eat feveral
barley-corns afteiwards,

clesfield,

Dezon,
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clesficld, then Prefident. He was introduced
by that nobleman to Mr. Whifton, one of the
proprietors of the Edyftone, and completed the
new building for them in O¢ttober, 1759.

To what a degrec muft the waves of the
Channel be agitated to rife above the top of
the light-houfe, and even to the height of two
hundred feet! And yet we were aflured that
this awful fcene has been frequently witnefled.
—We cannot but wonder that any firuCure
fhould be contrived of fufficient ftrength and
durability to refift fuch an zmpetus, and in Mr.
Smeaton’s undertaking there was certainly an
exertion of genius which extorts a very fligh

degree of admiration.

About Plymouth there are fome {ubftances
interefling to a mineralogift. The rocks are
moftly of limeftone, but thole which range
themfelves along the northern fide of Stone=~
houfe-pool-prefent two very fingular fpecies of
it. One is very hard, compaét, and capable of

15 a good
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a good polifh, in colour dull white, with veins
of red, and partly cryftallized. It is uncom-
monly heavy, and in frafture granularly foliated,
or rather conchoidal. From effervefcing very
flowly with acids unlefs pulverized, it feems to
be fuperfaturated with carbonic acid, and to ap-
proach to the dolomie, of Sauflure. Da Cofta
defcribes it (in his Natural Hiftory of Foffils,
p. 206) as “ Marmor album, rubro variegatum,
alterum.””—The other {pecies, which forms a
part of the fame ridge as the former, is of a lamel-
lar texture, and, from its general appcarance;
and particularly its un@uoufnefs to the touch,
we at firft conceived it to be of the magnefian
genus. A lime-burner, however, who was con-
veying fome of it to the neighbouring Kkiln,
{foon convinced us of our miftake, and we found
that it was really calcareous, but of that {pecies
which Mr. Kirwan calls the muricalcite,* for

(though it effervelces brifkly with acids) when

* See Elements of Meneralogy, vols 1, p. 92,

YoL. 1. U diffolved
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diffolved it leaves a confiderable refiduum of
talcy barlic]es. Its colour is externally a
brownifh red (arifing from a {mall portion of
oxyde of iron) and internally a greenifh white.
The texture is curved-foliated, and the fralture
in the dire&ion of the lamelle, which are thin,
{mooth, and greafy to the touch. It burns to a
bmwniﬂl.*r.vhite‘powder, but does not readily be-

come pulverulent when flaked,

Crags of limeftone infulated, as it were, in ar-
gillaceous {late, and prefenting the appearance
of having been pitched or immerfed in it by
violence occur very frequently on the eaftern

fide of the Tavey, and particularly about Ro-

. borough heath. The neareft fpot to Plymouth

where granite is to be difcovered feems to be
Calftock, on the river Tamar, at the diftance
of about fifteen miles. It is remarkable that
this fubftance is found at nearly the fame difs
tance fouthward, the Edyftone and neighbour-

- ing rocks confifling of a lamellar fort of it.

We
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We migrated a little from the high road to
Taviftock, to enjoy the beautiful fcenery of

Devon.

Prym Woop. Purfuing fome of its intricate Plym wood

~ tracks, we loft ourfelves in the bofom of the
wood juft when we imagined that we were ap-
proaching its borders. Far from regretting fe-
veral fruitlefs peregrinations, however, the more
we wandered the more we were charmed. The
leaves, varied by autumnal tints, prefented a rich
malfs of colours, which were gradually blended by
diftance into one fimple hue. The lefs remote
features of this lovely woodland landfcape per-
petually changed, and a curving branch of the
Plym fometimes -bathed the foot of a craggy

flope, and fometimes traverfed a broad, level

vale.

- We obferved Lichen laciniatus, as we pafled,

on fome aged branches of oak and afh.

' Unfavourable weather detained us fome time
at TAvisTock, and would {carcely.allow us to
ftir out of our inn with any degree of comfort.

U2 So

Taviftock.
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So great a quantity of rain fell that the Tavey
rolled under the bridge in a torrent,—a circum-
ftance that contributed confiderably to the pic=
turefque effett of the views on its banks. The
latter are rocky, elevated, and in many points
well broken for reprefentation by the pencil,
particularly with the addition of the venerable,
old Gothic ruins that appear near the bridge.—
Taviftock ftill preferves many fine remains of
its abbey, which muft once have been no lefs
{fplendid in its conftruétion than fpacious in ex-
tent. Its revenues were princely, and its ab~
bots were lords of pa;]iameﬁt and mitred. The
founder was Ordulf;* fon of Ordgar, Earl of
Devonthire, whofe daughter Elfrida married
King Edgar. Livingus, Bithop of Exeter, ad-
ded very munificently to its poffeffions. It was
dedicated to the blefled Virgin and St. Rumond,

* We are informed by William of Malmefbury that this Ordulf was of
fo immenfe a {tature, that he could walk along both fides of the river
(which were ten feet apart) firidewife ! He could alfo break the bars of
getes ! To believe this requircs more than menkifh credulity,

(the
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(the body of the latter being interred here), and
the monks were of the Benediftine order.*
There were t'mrty-ﬁx ftalls in the old conven-

tual church, no part of which is ftanding, but
there are feveral buildings that feem to have be—"
longed to the abbey; they are now ufed for
warehoufes and other purpofes. Adjoining to

the principal inn is a large, handfome Gothic

gate, adorned with lofty pinnacles, as are alfo

the contiguous remains. At what period thefe
were eretted I cannot difca'ver, but from the
{quare windows and the form of the roofs, they
cannot certainly be older than the time of
Henry VI,

We read of many eminent men that were ab-
bots of Taviftock, and a particular encourage-
ment {eems to have been afforded to learning in
this town. A printing-prefs was eftablifhed

here very foon after that art was brought into

# Stecvens’s Dugdale, vol, 1, p. 32,

U3 England,

Devon.
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England, and Gibfon (in’ his additions to Cam-
den) fays that he had underftood there was a
Saxon Grammar printed in the place about the
time of the civil wars of Charles’s reign, for the
ufe of the {chool, in which le€tures were read on
that language. Thele lettures, however, have
long been difcontinued.

It is much to be lamented that the language
of our Saxon anceftors 1s now fo little culti~
vated, efpecially when we confider that it is the
bafis of the modern Englith; .that an infinite
number of legal decifions relative to the tenure
of lands muft depend on the interpretation of
old terms in that tongue ; and that the ftudy of
our national antiquities is {o intimately con-
neted with it. It was from the latter of thefle
confiderations that Sir Henry Spelman founded
the Saxon profeflorfhip in Cambridge, but this
laudable inftitution is unfortunately now ufelefs,
The fifter Univerfity has lately been enabled to
benefit from al profeflorfhip founded by the late
Dr, Rawlinfon, and the talents of the gentle-

' man
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man* who at prefent enjoys its emoluments af-
ford reafon for expeéting that the ftudy of Saxon

will be promoted in the later.

The town of Taviftock is populous and very
charmingly fituated, but the ftreets are narrow
and the buildings mean. Its f{upply of every
{pecies of provifion is abundant, particularly in
the article of fith; this refults from its proxi-
mity to Plymouth. A The church has a venera-
ble air, and contains {everal monuments défer?-
ing of notice. The grand-daughter of the
learned Henry Stephens (who was niece alfo of
Ifaac Cafaubon) lies here. She was married to
Richard Pollard, Gent.—The vaults of the
Bourchiers, Earls of Bath, and their reprefcnta-
tivés the Wreys, Baronets, were pointed out

10 US.

From Taviftock we proceeded to Okehamp~

# The Reverend s Mayo, of St. John’s College,

U 4 ton,
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Devons  ton.—To the right of the road, within the pre-
cintls of Dartmoor, fome mines drew our atten-
tion, and farther on to the left there is a very
remarkable water-fall, which alfo led us from

the high road.

We came firft to a copper mine, called Hu-

Huel-Friend- EL-FRrRIENDsHIP, fituated in a valley under the
. granite mountains about five miles from Tavif-
tock ; though not more than twenty-three fa-
thoms in depth, it has a rich vein of ore, which,
it may be fairly prefumed, will be ftill more pro-
dulive than at prefent. The matrix is a ca-
ple, in the compofition of which argillaceous
earth feems to be prcdaminént, and the country
“is for the moft part killas. In the fame vein
with the ore a fingular {pecies of cubic mundic,
hﬁving very concave furfaces, is found. We
difcovered fome fmall cryflals of this fubftance
imbedded in what the miners call peach, a foft
kind of chlorite, nearly allied in compofition to
killas, The latter, perhaps, is no other than the
chlorite [chiefer, of Werner, and its varieties
feem .



WESTERN COUNTIES, 297

feem to be produced by the gradations between
it and the thon [chiefer, or argillaceous {late.
My friend Mr. Hatchett traced in the moun-

tains about Loch-Lomond, in Scotland, a regular

tranfition from peach into indurated chlorite,

and of the latter into killas, and this again he
found paffing into thon fchiefer.—The dire&tion
of the lode in Huel-Friendfhip is from eait to
weft, and the dip, or inclination, to the north,
making a difference of about five feet in a fa-
thom. About forty men are employed, exclu-
five of the cleaners and dreflers. The ore is
generally fold in Cornwall, and {melted in
Wales. It is of the yellow, or pyritical {ort,

galena frequently accompanying it,

About a mile eaftward from the copper mine,
we-faw two tin mines, Huer-JewEL, and Hu-
eL-Uxity. The depth of neither of thefe is
fo great as that of the Cornifh tin mines in ge-
neral. The ore is in black irregular cryftals,
the direttion of the lode being the fame as that
of Huel-Friendfhip, viz. from ecaft to weft.

There

Devon,

Huel- Jewel,
Huel-Unity.
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There are furnaces for roalting the ore very

near to the mine.

The Devonfhire tinners became a feparate
body from thofe of Cornwall in the time of Ed-
ward I. who confirmed the charter granted by
Earl Edmund, and made various additional re-
gulations. Before this prince’s reign the tin-
ners of both counties enjoyed one common cor-
porate capacity, and held a common parliament

on Hengftone-hill, but the Devonfhire miners

_have fince affembled alone on Crockern-torr,

Their laws, with regard to mining, feem to have
never been {o well defined, or fo equitable, as
thofe which refpeé the Cornifhmen,* but both
being included within the Dutchy of Cornwall,
are under the fame general conftitution. One
general warden, called the Lord Warden of the

Stannaries, either by himfelf or his deputy, has

# The Cornith laws, which are particularly recited in Plowden’s
Comment. p. 237, were further explained 50 Edw, III. 8 Rich. IT,
5 Edw, IV, 1 Edw, VL. 2 Mary ; and 2 Elizabeth,

the
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the fupreme decifion in matters both of law and

Devon.

equity, relative to the tin mines of the dutchy. -

A court is generally holden once a month by the
fub-warden, who receives appeals from inferior
courts, wherein otherofficers prefide,but a jury s
impanelled on all occafions. No laws are valid
unlefs regularly pafled in a ftannary parliament,
to which every ftannary town fends fix reprefen-
tatives, who in Cornwall are ftiled Stannators,
in Devonfhire Furais. Every att muft be figned
by thefe repreflentatives, the Lord Warden, or
his deputy, and laftly by the Duke himlfelf (in
his privy council) or the {overeign, and has then
all the authority, with regard to tin affairs, of an
att of the fupreme legiﬂatufe of England.—
There are only four ftannary towns in Devon-
fhire, viz. Plympton, Taviftock, Afhburton, and
Chagford.

The foreft of Dartmoor feems to have
taken its name from the river Dart, which rifes
within its precinfls. It contains about eighty

thoufand acres,—a large traét of land to be {ub-

jeét

Dartmoor.
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jeét to the foreft laws, but one cannot wonder at
fuch a tyrant as John fhewing more affettion for

his game than for his fubjeéts ;——

¢« Both doom’d alike for {portive tyrants bled,
¢ But while the fubjeé ftarv’d, the beaft was fed.””

POPE.

There are feveral mines on Dartmoor, which is
but little produétive on its furface, though fome
of the higher (pots afford fine fhort herbage for
fheep, and here a great number of cattle are
fed. Innumerable ftreams defcend from its
eminences, and take various courfes, watering
all the confines of the foreft.—I have never
feen a more dreary tratt than that over which
we pafled from the tin mines towards Lidfﬂfd.
The foil is exceedingly fwampy and moift, and
covered with Spfzﬁgnum paluflre (bog-mofs),

_through which our horfes’ legs penetrated knee-

deep at every ftep. If we had not been accom-
panied by the captain of the mines, who feemed
to be well acquainted with the country, we
fhould have been in unceafing apprehenfion of

finking
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finking deeper than our heads.—Though it may ~ Dever-
naturally be imagined that {o wet, expofed, and
uncomfortable a diftri€t muft be unhealthy, we
were informed that the inhabitants live to an ex=
traordinary age. They reckon themfelves m:d-
dle-aged- only when arrived at fixty, and “ it is
no very uncommon thing (faid our guide) to
hear the death of a man of feventy years of age
fpoken of as if premature!”” The principal
caufe, I believe, of this longevity, as in other
countries remarkable for it, is the abfence of

temptations to Intemperance.

LIDFORD WATER-FALL 18 about a mile and Lidford wa-
an half weftward from the town of that name, the G
latter being not more than the fame diftance
from the high road to Okchampton. Itis a
highly romantic fpot, and {o remote from any
frequented track that it i1s in vain to look for
it without the afliftance of a guide. Pafling
through a farm-yard, we were advifed to leave
our horfes, on account of the length and fteep-

nels of the hill we were to defcend towards the

fall.
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fall. It was but a few paces that we had pro-
ceeded from the former, before we began to dil-
cover a total alteration in the {cenery of the
country.—The wvalley into which the ftream of

water defcends is fo narrow, and the ground on

‘each fide of it {o elevated and irregular, that we

could not fee the bottom until we were almoft
in it. = We walked fome way before we came to
the fall, which is quite in a corner formed by
the projettion of the lower part of the hill that
we had juft defcended. Before it arrives at this
point, the water turns a mill-wheel, pafling to-~
wards the precipice with a confiderable deelivity

of channel. Bordered with overhanging fhrubs,

and tumbling with a loud but agreeable murmur,

the calcade comes down a quick {lope about an
hundred feet in length, and then forms a rapid
brook that rufhes with rapidity along the vaHE}u
The nEIgthurmrr hills,——

< whofe hairy fides
¢ With thicket overgrown, gretefque and wild,
¢ Accefls deny’d,

exclufive of the beauty of their clothing and the
boldnels
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boldnefs of their outline, acquire a romantic
alpe& by feeming to guard this fequeftered {pot
from the profane ftare of every incurious tra-

veller.

- On fome large ftones, {prinkled by the {pray ..

of the water-fall, we obferved the elegant little

Campanula hederacea (ivy-leaved campion).

Mounting our horfes we.paflfed on to Lid-
ford. The fcene we had ju{’tlviewed with fo
much delight being wholly {natched from our
eyes, we could fcarcely perfuade ourfelves that
it was not a dream, until we came to Lidford
bridge, when, looking over the parapet, we found
we were not quite out of the verge of the ro-

mantic fingularities of this part of the county.

Lidford bridge, confifting of only one arch,
croffes the river Lid at the terrific height of at
leaft feventy feet. The chafm through which it
runs is {o fhaded by fhrubs that we could
{carcely perceive the water, and we might not

have

.DWF?I#
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have difcovered that we were paffing over a ri-
ver, bad we not heard its murmur beneath us.—
On each fide hang huge crags, covered with fo-
liage, and projefting in various places with a
very picturefque effe€t. The materials confti-

tuting its bed, or channel, being of a very foft

‘nature, the ftream continually acquires a greater

depth below the level of the furrounding country
by its inceffant fri€tion, and I have no doubt that
it has hollowed out the earth {ufficiently to dif-=
clofc lodes of ore, if it be true that fragments

have been found in fome parts of its courfe.

Liprorp is a place of fome antiquity, and was
once a borough. In the reign of William I. it
is {aid to have been yery large and populous,
and had one hundred and forty burg.cffes. The
Danes (of whofe atrocities there are frequent
veftiges in the welt of England) committed ter-
rible ravages here in g97. There is a caftle at
Lidford, which has been ufed as a prifon for
offenders againft the ftannary laws. It 1s a
{quare building of an unmeaning appearance,

being -
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| being without ftrength or ornament.—The bur-
gefles of this place were excufed from fending
reprefentatives to parliament propter pauperia-
tem—a plea which the prefent appearance of it
{eems to have fairly juftified them in making, for

it is dwindled into a {mall, fhabby village.

As we approached Okehampton, a fine valley
opened to the fouth, and the ruins of the caftle
appeared on a lofty knoll in the midft of a rich
mals of wood, which covers alfo the eminences
around it.—The church ftands to the left of the
road, and there is a gradual defcent of almoft a

mile from it down into the town.

OxkenaMpTON, Or Ockington (as it is ge-
nerally called in Devonfhire) is fituated very
nearly in the centre of the county. It takes its
name from the river Oke running -thmugh it.
There is only one large ftreet, and that without
the advlantage of good buildings.—The princi-
pal trade confifts in a manufaftory of ferge,
which, however, i1s on the decline, and the

YOL, 1. X chief
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chief fupport of the place {feems to be the turn-
pike-road running through it from Exeter to
Launcefton. We did not find any building

worthy of notice, except a ruinous chapel ap-

parently of fome antiquity.

Okehampton Caftle is diftant about a mile,
nearly fouth-eaft, from the town. It ftands on
a natural eminence rifing out of {fome fine ver-
dant meadows, which are watered by a beautiful,
clear fiream, and enclofed by well wooded ac-~
clivities. . The woods to the fouth are included
within the precinéts of Okehampton-park, be-
longing to Lord Courtenay. Nothing can be
more pleafing than the whole fcenery, which,
with the ivy-clad ruins of the Caftle, its moul-
dering turrets, and crumbling walls, confpires to
form a moft pifturefque landfcape.—~Grofe* in-
forms us that this Caftle was built by Baldwin

de Brioniis, from whom it came into the poflef~

——
—

* Aniguitics of England and Wales, vol. 2, p. 65.

fion
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fion of Richard dé Ripariis, or Rivers. By Devos
marriage it went to the Courtenays, who being
ﬂfﬂngl}r attached to the Lancalftrian party, their
lands were feized by Edward IV. and the Caftle
of Okehampton granted to the Dynhams,
Thomas de Courtenay, it will be recolleted,
was taken at the battle of Towton, in 1461, and
beheaded at Pontefraét. John, his brother, loft
his life at Tewkibury. The family recovered
their ancient poffeflions in thefe parts in the
reign of Henry VII. but were unfortunate
enough again to lofe them after Henry de Cour-
tenay was found to be concerned with Cardinal
Pole. Henry VIIL.* carried his refentment fo
far as to imprifon the fon of the above noble-
man, Edward, (who at that time could not be
more than ten years old) but, on the acceffion of
Mary to the throne, he obtained his releafe, and

might even have been honoured with the hand

* Mr, Gough fays, it was by this monarch’s order that the eaflle was
difmantled, :

See his edit. of Camden, vol. 4, p. 38.
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of his fovereign, had he not difcovered a par-
tiality to her fifter Elizabeth. Exclufive of the
advantages of his perfon, he had the recom-
mendation of being nearly allied to the blood
royal, t}mugh' the latter circumftance, and per-
haps his attachment to the. Princefs, occafioned
his being again arrefted and committed to the
Tower. As an oftenfible caufe for his confine-
ment, Wyat was prevailed upon to proclaim him
one of his accomplices, yet moft of our hil-
torians deny that there was the leaft ground for
{uch an accufation, and declare that even Wyat
himfelf cleared bim at his death. Indeed his
fubfequent releafe, (which was alcribed by the

nation to the interceflion of King Philip,) fuffi--

ciently proves the want of the {lighteft evidence
of his guilt. During his imprifonment he is
{aid to have amufed himfelf with drawing*—a
refource that few prifoners could have had in

that age. Other particulars handed down to us

-
e

# See Walpole's Anecdotes of Painting, vol, 1, p, 218,

refpeti-
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relpeéting the life of this nobleman equally con-
tribute to give us a favourable idea of his mind
and difpofition. He afked leave to dedicate
fome years to foreign travel, and attually pro-
ceeded as far as Padua ; here, however, clofed

a life chequered with adverfities, and fome ful-

picion was entertained of his being taken off by

poifon, jealoufy having purfued him to the laft.
-——Edward de Courtenay dying without iffue,
Okehampton Caftle came by marriage to the
Mohuns, whofe male line likewife becoming ex-
tin€t by the death of Lord Mohun (killed in the
year 1712 by the Duke of Hamilton in a duel),
it defcended to Chriftopher Harris, of Heynes,

Efq.—Enough of the Caftle remains to fhew

that it was originally a place of fplendour and
confequence, and very ftrongly built. The river
ferved as a moat to it on one fide, and the back
part of it is rendered inacceflible by the fteep-
nels of the acclivity.—~The gate, which 1s over-
hung with foliage, ftands on the fide towards

the town.

X3 Intendin g
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Intending to vifit more of the interior part of
Dorfetfhire on our return, we pﬁrfucd the road
to Exeter, and were highly deiightcd with the
views on this day’s journey.=—From fome points
the profpeét was really vaft, but we could fcldom
fee fo far in front as in other dire@ions. Our
view was widefl in general to the fouth-wefl, we
remarked, the whole way from the Land’s-end.
Hence Cornwall fheuld {eem to be lower with
refpeél to the level of the fea than Devonthire,
~ The country improved extremely in fertility
and richnefs as we approached Exeter; neither
is it deftitute of boldnefs, though we had now
loft the grand lines of the granite mountains,
which finally terminate a few miles beyond
Okehampton. They are flanked on the right
with a broad deep flraium of killas that {feems
to accompany them throughout their courfe
from the lower part of Cornwall, and pafles off.

either into argillaceous flate, or a fchiftofe grit.

Reft and refrelhment were on this occafion
our only reafons for halting at Exeter, though

we
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we could not view that city and its charming
environs without new pleafure, nor bid adieu to
them without emotions of regret.—Quite to
Honiton, how-ever, the landfcape continues un-
interruptedly rich, and fome of the higheft hills
are decorated to their {ummits with wood and
luxuriant verdure. Arable, meadow, and pal-
ture lands feemed to be in pretty equal propor-
tions. Separation of property is made by
hedge-rows, from which rife tall, Tlender elms
~pared almoft to mere poles, it being the prac-
tice to ftrip them of their branches to a great
part of their height,—~The multitude of villages
{cattered on all fides confpire with this fweet
{cene of cultvation (how deficient fo ever it may
be confidered in picture/gue effe€t) to produce
on the mind the molt pleafing impreffions

imaginable,

HoxiTon is fituated in a delightful valé
watered by numberlefs fireams and brooks.
The river Otter flows through the town, which
confifts of a broad, handfome ftreet runnipé

X from

Devon,
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from eaft to weft, and well paved. The parifh
church is half a mile diftant, but there is a
chapel, called Allhallows, within the place.—A
manufaftory of lace is the only flourifhing
branch of bufinefs, yet Honiton is by no means
deficient in population. It is a borough by
prefcription, and all the inhabitants who ]ﬁa}r
{cot and lot are entitled to votes.

AXMINSTER enjoys equal conveniences, in
regard to water, with Honiton, the river Axe
(from which it takes its name) running through
the middle of the parith. The high road to

" Dorchefter, whither we were now proceeding,

led us through this neat, healthy town. From

the reported antiquity of its foundation, we felt -

{fome curiofity to view the church, which is a

heavy, but venerable {tructure, and has under-

gone various alterations at very different pe-

riods, as is evident from the various ftiles of
archite€ture which it exhibits; no part of it, how-
ever, can be of fo early a date as the reign of (its
{fuppofed founder) Athelftan. This monarch is

'  faid

%
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faid to have erefted a minfter here for feven  Dever
priefts, whom he appointed to pray for the fouls
of fome Saxon chiefs flainin the bloody battle of
Brunanburgh, in Northumberland, and interred
here. Unlefs the removal of a corpfe to fo
diftant a place of interment was in thofe times
confidered as the greater mark of relpe&t, one
can {carcely credit a ftory that affigns to the
above perfonages graves at Axminfter, even
when fupported by the authority of a Camden.*
It feems much mare probable that the war-
riors to whom Athelftan paid thefe honors loft
their lives on a fublequent occafion, when he
came to quell a rebellion (of which William of

Malme{bury makes mention) in thefe parts.

Axminfter is famous for a manufaflory of
carpets, the procefls of weaving which is very
different from any other that I have feen.

They are woven in one entire piece, feveral

# See Gibfon’s firft edit, p. 213,

hands



914 OBSERVATIONS ON THE

B

Devor.  hands being employed in conjunétion at the

fame loom.

Seven miles north-eaft from Axminfter, and
Ford Abbey.four miles from Chard, ftands Forp ABBEY,
the feat of J. F. Gwynn, Efq. It was founded
by Adclefia, Countels of Devonfhire (the fifter
of Richard de Brioniis, and daughter of Albreda,
niece of William the Conqueror), for monks of
the Ciftercian order.*—This building, beauti-
fully fituated on the banks of the river Axe,
appears to have been converted into a manfion-
houfe at the time of the Diffolution. The fouth
front is very extenfive, and exhibits a curious
and magnificent remain of monaftic grandeur,
The dormitory and- cells of the monks, the
cloifter, (which is one hundred feet in length),
the refettory, and a chapel are all entire and in
fine prefervation; the porch was built foon after
¢he Diffolution, in the ftile of architefture thag

===
o

¥ Grolc’s Antiguities, vols 2, p, 62,

prevailed
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prevailed during the reigns of Edward VI. and
Elizabeth. In other parts the windows have
been modernized, and fome additions and al-
terations made.  The furniture of many of the
apartments feems to be coeval with the firft
fecular inhabitants; fome rooms, however, are
fitted up in a more recent ftile, and Mr. Gwynn
is about to introduce other elegancies and con-
veniences of modern times. There are a few
good portraits, though not difpofed to the belt
advantage, and a pitture (by Carracci) of Mar-
tha preparing for our Saviour.—The gardens
are laid out in the old tafte, with hanging ter-
races and fiflh-ponds. A broad gravel walk ex-
tends a confiderable way beyond the front of
the houfe. The park contains fixty acres, and
is well wooded with chelnut, beech, {ir, and
oak. Many of thefe trees appear to have ftood
for centurics. The hand of tafte might ftill be
employed with fuccels ;—little elfe {eems want-
ing to render Ford Abbey one of the. nobleft
refidences in the welt of England, and it is cer-
tainly one of the moft perfeét monaftic firuttures

that

Devene
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that time, depredation, and fanaticiim have left

in this kingdom.

The chert with which the road is covered
between Honiton and Axminfter announced to
us that we were not far diftant from chalk, and,
at length, beyond Bridport we found the grahd
tra&t of it that ftretches over the bleak downs
of Wilts and Dorfet.—About Axmin/fler indeed
hills and ridges of chalk. partially appear, and
calcareous matter feems to commence not far
eaftward from the river Otter. There is lime-
ftone about Stockland, and quar}"ies of it are
worked at Beare near the coaft.—On the fide
of Somerfetfhire, the firft veftiges of chalk are
at Whitedown, between Chard and Crewkerne,

DORSET-

P
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DORSETSHIRE

CONTINUED.

SomE of the hills in this part of the county
are very remarkable in their form, and quite
different from any that I have noticed elfewhere,
being fomewhat pyramidal, though not rifing to
a point, but rather like the frufirum of a pyra-
mid. There are two on the right near Brid-
port, which have obtained from failors the ap-
pellation of the cow and calf: indeed their
fummits may be very naturally likened to the
back of an animal, being fhelving as if they had
been thrown up by two valt currents, or tides,
oppofing each other.—Near the village of Lo-
ders, we obferved two eminences that, on the
contrary, are pointed, and conftitute nearly

complete



Dorfee,

Proidical
Circle.

318 OBSERVATIONS ON THE

e |

complete cones, but they feem to confift, like
the former, of fandftone and chalk.

Ophrys [piralis ({piral tway blade) rewarded
us for our botanical excurfions in the neigh-
bourhood of Bridport. It grows on the decli-
vities of fome chalky hills, near Loders, in

great abundance.

Juft before we came to the village of Win--
terborn- Abbas, on the Dorchefter road, a circle
of Druidical ftones caught our attention. Thefe
ftones we found to be nine in number, but of
unequal dimenfions, fome being nearly feven
feet in height, and others not more than three
feet.—There are feveral large detached ftones
at various diftances from it, and about two miles
and an half to the north, on a {pot called Ridge-

hill, a large cromlech may be feen.

Reclics of Roman art were next to engage our
obfervation, and we promifed ourfelves high
gratification in furveying the military and other

works
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works thrown up by that laboricus people in
the vicinity of their Durnovaria—our modern
Dorchefter.—After we had afcended the hill
above Winterborn, their own road was our
guidance as much as the prefent turnpike, for
we recognized the Ikening-ftreet mceting the
latter here and pointing direétly towards the
town. Pounpaury-Came rofe on our left,
and MaipeN CastLE, with its vaft irregular
ramparts, on our right, whilft the towers of
churches appeared in front of us through an
avenue of lime and fycamore. The firfl of thefe
ancient camps, which has a fort of oblong form,
with a very lofty rampart, flands on the very
brink of the river Frome, having a very abrupt
defcent on that fide. Its principal entrance 1s
to the caft. Coker, Speed, and others have
imagined it to be a Danith work; in conflruc-
tion, however, I do not fee _how it is to be dil-
tinguifhed from a, Roman one, for exclufive of
its form, the ground appears confiderably ele-
vated in the middle of the area, a circumflance
obfervable moftly in camps of the latter defcrip-

tion,
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tion.—Maiden Calftle is unqueftionably the work
of the Romans, and perhaps there is not a finer
encampment in the weft of England ; its extent
and ftrength are uncommon. There are three
ramparts and ditches, nearly oval*—a form in
which they were more ecafily conftrufted than
in any other, on account of the nature of the
hill.. The latter communicates with the ridge
that terminates at Blackdown,—a bold eminence
to the fouth-weft of Dorchefter. Two or three
vicinal roads may be traced branching off from
this camp, and, on the fouth fide, there is a
cavity like the mouth of a fubterraneous pai-
fage, which it is very probable might have been
cut here for the fame purpofle as that at Old
Sarum.—-Antiquarians are not agreed whether
Maiden Calftle was the Dumium of Ptolemy,
(which was afterwards, perhaps, no other than
the Durnovaria), or a caftrum eftivum to the

m—

b

* The tranfverfe diameter meafures two hundred and feventeen poles,
and the conjug ' no lefs than ninety-nine; the whole area (Mr, Gough
fays) is one hundred and fifteen acres and an half,

fDI‘ m EI‘- o
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tormer. Hutchins conjeftures that it muft have  Derer.
been the fummer ftation.—There are two en-
trances, one on the eaft, and the other on the
weft.—The proipett hence is extremely exten-

five, and, from its opennefs (particularly to the
north-weft) and the multitude of barrows ap-
pearing in all direttions, perhaps there is not

a fimilar one in any other part of the kingdom.

From the fragments of Roman walls, the
coins, and other relics of antiquity difcovered
at various periods .within the town of Dor- Dorchefer.
cHESTER, I imagine there can be no doubt of
its having been the exatt fite of a Roman fta-
tion.—It was a place of great impnrtancc‘in
the Saxon times (as we may colleét from hifto-
rians), and indeed is {till flourithing and popu-
lous. Few towns have a more neat appearance,
or are better built. There are three churches,
and a county hall and gaol. The latter 1s a new
building, and enjoys an airy fituation, being
open to fine [pacious meadows, which fkirt the

VOL. I. Y eaftern
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ealtern fide of the town, and are watered by two

branches of the Frome.

Sir Chriftopher Wren, on his journey to
Portland, difcovered an ancient werk that will
probably intereft the curious more than any yet
mentioned, being no other than a Roman Am-
PHITHEATRE, conftruéted with chalk and turf.*
—It is not more than half a mile diftant from
Dorchefter, and but a few paces, to the left,
from the road to Weymouth. The wvulgar
appellation of it (from what circumitance I-
know not) is Maumbury.—The indefatigable Dr.
Stukely has given a very full defeription of this
amphitheatre (which he fuppofes to be the moft
perfeét in the kingdom) in his Jter Curiofum.t—
It was originally (the Dottor imagines) about
one hundred and forty feet in diameter the

* <€ In gradibus fedet populus de cefpire faftis.”

Ovid de Art. am.

4 See vol, 7, p. 163,

fhorteft
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fhorteft way, and two hundred and twenty

the longeft, and it occupied about an acre of
ground. In the middle of each fide was a cuneus,
or pa'rcel of {eats, nearly thirty feet broad ; thefe
were jult above the more elevated part of the

circular work, reaching up to the terrace, which

{wells out above the concavity of the whole,
and anfwers to the rifing ground in the middle
of it. The breadth of the terrace is at leaft
twelve feet, exclufive of the parapet outwardly
five feet broad, and four in height. There are
three ways leading up to it, one at the upper
end, and one on each fide. The area feems to
have been elevated in confequence of ploughing
and manuring within late years, yet it ftill pre-
ferves a concavity, the middle part being fome
feet below the level of the field. It is com-
puted by the Doctor that twelve thoufand nine
hundred and fixty people could have been ac-
commodated here.—The period at which the
amphitheatre was ereted we have conje@lure
only to guide us in determining. It feems to
be with a great degree of probability that anti-

Y 2 quarians
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quarians have afcribed it to the prafetture of
Agricola, for we are informed by Tacitus* that
all thofe works were at that time encouraged
among the Britons which tended to pr.amme

luxury, and provide them with amufement.

The downs around Dorchefler are far-famed

for the feeding of fheep, of which animals no lefs

a number than one hundred and feventy thou-
fand, including lambs, are fuppofed to be kept
within the diftance of only eight miles; of thefe
about forty-five thoufand are fold every year.
The whole number fed in the county is calcu-
lated to be eight hundred thoufand, and the an-
nual export one hundred and fifty thoufand.t—
I never view a flock of fheep nibbling the fhort,

{canty herbage that covers our waftes without

® € Sequens hiems (A. U, 834) faluberrimis confiliis abfumpta, nam-
que, ut homines difpetfi ac rudes, eoque belio faciles, quieti et otio per
voluptates afluefcerent, hortari privatim, adjuvare publice, ut templa,
fora, domus extruerent, &c.”—

Jul. .-1g|.'i.c. Vita |:1.-u|!. 2y po 401} edit, Ernefti.

t Sce Apricultural Surwvey of Dorfet,

reflett-
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reflefting at how {mall an expence a harmlefs
creature, in every refpeét {o valuable to us, is
maintained. When we confider to what a mul-
titude of our fellow creatures its body furnifhes
materials for employment ;—how many fpecies
of manufatture it 1s the means of fupporting ;—
what various kinds of ftuft it affords for the
comforts of clothing ;—and what excellent food
it fupplies us with, we muft pronounce the fheep
not only one of the moft ufeful animals with
which nature has ftored the world, but one
which 1s bred with leaft coft and trouble. The
mutton of the Dorfetfhire flocks is in general
of the larger fort, and confequently the wool
the more coarle and lank.—The {mall ancient
breed of Englifh fheep is not encouraged in the
well, nor does the landholder find it his intereft
to turn his attention to the growth of fine wool,
when fuch profits accrue, on account of the
increafe of population, from the rearing of large
mutton. What has been loft, however, in the

finenefs of our Englifh wool has certainly been

Y 3 gained
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‘gained in quantity, and our manufaltures of

courle have been extended.

On the right, after we leave Dorchefter, ap-
pears Kineston House, a feat of W. M. Pitt,
Efq. The park 1s well ftocked with wood, which
forms a pleafing relief to the bleaknefs of the
diftant country. As pittureflque objeéts, the
trees have a very heavy effeét, being fuffered to
grow into ftrangely ftiff, aukward forms, re-
minding one more of full bottomed wigs than of

ornamental foliage.

From Milborn St. Andrew we turned off to
the left to vifit the feat of the Earl of Dor-
chefter at Apsey-Mirron.—His lordfhip’s
tafte, in fixing on fo fine a {pot for his refidence,
will be allowed by every one, and perhaps there
is no other in the county for which nature and
art have done fo much in conjunétion. The
fite of the houfe was once that of an abbey, the
conventual church of which ftill remains, and 1s
a very beautiful fpecimen of Gothic architec~

ture.
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ture. It is placed at the junétion of three val-
leys, the acclivities rifing from which are well
covered with wood, and have a moft romantic,
embellithed effeét. The approach is along the
fide of a broad fheet of water, colletted from
diftant.fources that unfortunately are too {canty
in their fupplies to maintain a {ufficient depth
and body, though neither pains nor expence
have been {pared in endeavouring to attain {o
defirable an objett, nor are exertions yet dif-
continued. The houfe adjoins to the north-
weft part of the church, and was built by the
prefent pofleflor, Sir William Chambers being
the architeft. A collegiate plan was adopted
(with great propriety) in the diftribution of its
feveral parts, which form a quadrangle, and, {o
far as an air of lightnefs is prelerved, are made
to correfpond with the flile of the church. It
has no pretenfions, however, to be confidered as
an imitation of Gothic,—at leaft the imitation is
a very imperfeét and incorreft one. The open
parapet furrounding the church was too pro-
minent an appendage not to be preferved in an

Y 4 adjoine
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adjoining edifice; and Gothic mouldings and
pinnacles have been aimed at, but they are in
a tafte not authorized by any original {pecimen
whatever. The two turrets over the gate are
as much in an Indian or Chinefe ftile as in a
Gothic.—The apartments are numerous and

elegant, and the mon’s hall, as it 1s called, a

. venerable old room once the refettory of the

abbey, 1s ftill preferved. The latter has a fine
oak roof, gilted and painted, and a richly carved
fcreen, in a ftile correfpondent to it, on which
appears the date of 1498 ; this may be feen allo
on- the cornice furrounding the hall, which is
ornamented with various efcutcheons and de-
vices. The windows are {quare, but compofed
of feveral compartments with obtule Gothic
tops, and the glafs is ftained with coats of arms.
—Among the pictures fhewn in this houfe are
{everal by the firft mafters. A monk’s head by
Raffaelle is inimitable. The fame fubjett by
Titian, a {ea-piece by Claude, and the feeding
of the Ifraclites by Baflan are moft divinely

touched,
&
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It now remains for me to attempt {ome de-
{cription of the Church, which is in a moft fim-
ple; chafte, and elegant ftile of Gothic. The
period of its ereélion is not to be afcertained
with exaénefs, but the foundation of it was laid,
moft probably, in the reign of Edward II. Hut-
chins imagines the abbey to have been founded
{oon after the battle of Brunanburgh, or about
the year 938, at which time Athelftan reigned.
The monkifh hiftorians afcribe the pious aé of
this monarch to remor{e for having occafioned
the death of his brother Edwin, but the ftory of
the latter being expoled in an open boat to the
mercy of a tempeftuous ocean is too abfurd to
deferve any credit, and many an one fimilar to
it was often invented to anf{wer the finifter pur-
pofes of the clergy of thofe times. That Athel-
ftan was the founder, however, cannot well be
doubted. Two very ancient pittures remain
in the choir; one reprefents this king prefenting
the model of a church to a monk who kneels be-
fore him, with the following i'n{'cription in Saxon
charatters: vz, Rex Athelftan hwy. loci. f. and

the
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the other his queen, with a hawk in her hand de-
vouring fome fmall bird. The ancient edifice,
it appears, was accidentally burnt duwﬁ in the
third year of Edward I1.”s reign, and a patent
granted for the -conftruttion of a new one
about twelve years afterwards.*—The form of
the prefent church is that of 2 Roman T, the
weltern part having been wholly taken away,
perhaps at the time of the Diffolution, in order
to turn the materials to {fome profit. At the
eaft end is a beautiful Gothic {creen, which, be-
fore the repairs made a few years ago, was co-
vered up with mortar, and wholly obfcured. In
removing the latter, the workmen damaged a
part of the fculpture, which was fupplied, how-
ever, in plaifter by Mr. Wyatt, whole genius
and tafte in the renovation of Gothic ornaments’
and architetture are conlpicuous in every in-
ftance. The niches are extremely elegant, and

very fimilar to thofe brought to light by the

— o

# Hutchins’s Hiffory of Durfet, vol,2, p. 435.

{ame
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fame. architeét in New College, Oxford. = An

infcription -ﬁgniﬁes the date of it to be the year

1492. From the altar the nave fhews a great
ftrength and beauty of feature, the roof being
fimple and elegant, and the arches which fupport
the tower bold and finely turned. The latter is
of a {quare form, and mafly ; it once contained
{everal bells.—In the fouth tranfept ftands a
finely executed monument to the memory of
Lady Milton, by Carini. The window above it
is of a noble fize, and ornamented, as well as
thofe of the aifles, with a profufion of tracery.—
This beautiful fabric now ferves folely for a pri-
vate chapel, though divine fervice is not re-
gularly performed in it, as the family ufually at-
tend the parifh church built by the Earl of
Dorchelter, who fubftituted the latter, by the au-
thority of an aé& of parliament, for the con-
ventual one. The ancient polleffors of the ab-
bey-lands, &c. were the Tregonwells, to whom
they were given foon after the Diflolution, in
confideration of the payment of one thoufand
pounds, and the refignation of a penfion of forty

po unds

Dorfet.
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pounds per annum by John Tregonwell, Elq. |
From the Tregonwells the manor came to the
Bancks family, by whom it was {old to the no-

ble Earl (at that time Jofeph Damer, Efg.).

We were now only fix miles from Blandford,
and in proceeding thither had an opportunity of
fecing the new village of Milton.——The latter
was once a decent market-town; being an im-
pediment to his Lordfhip’s plans for the exten-
fion and improvement of his grounds, it was re~
moved from the bottom where the piece of wa-
ter has been formed to a deep nook branching
out fouthward from the valley. Itis to be la-
mented that the inhabitants have now loft their
market, and the number of houfes is reduced to
about thirty, which are merely thatched cottages.
~—From the hill above thefe ruftic habitations,
the church tower beyond and the wood hanging
from the brows of the neighbouring heighﬁ
form a fingularly romantic fcene.—It muft be
confelled too that the removal of the town has
rendered the effeét of the valley more highly

monaitic
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monaltic than ever, and reftored it to that fe-
clufion and folitude which recommended it to

its original tenants.

The hill above mentioned commands a pro-
digious prolpeét, partir:l:llarly to the fouth-ealft,
and [eems to be one of the moft elevated {pots
in the county.—The diftance on our right, as
we advanced, was delicious ; terminated by fine
~ blue ridges which formed an undulating horizon,
a broad country fpread itfelf open before us
under the feveral gradations of hue that were fo

often borrowed by the pencil of the unrivalled
Claude.

Croffing Blandford-bridge, you have an ad-
vantageous view of Brranston House, the
feat of Willlam Portman, Efq.* The river
Stour flows through the grounds in a broad,

handfome current, and waflhes the foot of a

e e ——————— ——
= ——— e .

* Now of Edward Berkeley Portman, Efg,

beautiful
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beautiful cliff extending from the bridge to the
houfe and planted with great tafte. I think
there is room for greater embellifhment, how-
ever, in the remaining {pace.— The architeét of
Brianfton Houfe was Mr. Wyatt, and it is

built on an elegant plan.

BranprorD is a neat town fituated on the
eaftern fide of the Stour, the breadth of which

is here confiderable. In old records this place

“is ftiled a borough, but it does not appear that

reprefentatives were returned to parliament
more than twice, viz. once during the reign of

Edward I. and again during that of Edward T11.

It has twice {uffered extremely by fire, and par-

“ticularly in June 1731, when few of the inhabi-

tants could fave any of their property.—The
church is a bandfome and lofty modern edifice,
and there 1s a neat town-hall. The only build-
ing of any antiquity 1s Damory Houss, (and
this is partly modernized) fituated at the eaftern

extremity of the town. It was the feat of the
eldeft
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eldeft branch of the ancient family of Ryves,*

but the firft pofleflor was Roger Damory, from
whom the houfe takes its name. In the reign
of Henry VIII. it belonged to the crown, and
the royal arms may ftill be {feen over the door-
way. There are veftiges of a much greater ex-
tent of building on the north-eaft fide, and a few
yards more to the eaft is an ancient chapel, (now
converted into a {table) which Hutchins informs
us was dedicated to St. Leonard. There are
two windows and a door on each fide, but thofe
towards the Winborn road are now partly
blocked up. The former have a profufion of
tracery work In a curious early ftile, though the
arches are rather obtufe. Damory Houlfe is at
prelent the property of Francis Galpine, Efq.

The high road to Salifbury prefented us with
few objetts that did not occur on our other

track, which indeed we refumed before we came

e e et afirsy

* Hutchins's Hifory of Dorfet, vol, 1, p. So.

Lo
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Dorfir.  to Woodyates. We had a pleafing landfcape
on our left, after leaving Tarrant-Hinton, the
foreft fcenery of Cranborn-chace appearing in
the diftance, with the boundary hills of Wilt-
fhire behind 1t.

M"—u-

END , OFMOL.I.
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DORSETSHIRE

CONTINUED.,

} AVING refolved to vifit the more
northern part of Dorletfhire previous to our
entrance into Somerfetfhire, we commenced
our furvey of the former at Shaftefbury. The
road leading to this town from Salifbury diverges

VOL. II. B {o
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fo. much from that which we had purfued on
our firft tour, that we could not recontemplate
any part of the country before trodden. A
ridge of hills too, projeéting fometimes into
bold, round knolls, and forming the boundaries
both of Wiltfhire and chalk,* became a fort of

fcreen on our left,

SuarTessurRy barely ftands within the
county of Dorfet, and is on the edge of a noble
eminence that feems to form a natural barrier to
Wiltfhire, and commands a view of aftonifhing
extent to the fouth-weft. It is a town of great
antiquity, but its prefent appearance ill correl-
ponds with the account given of it by the old
writers, in whofe time there were twelve
churches (befides the famous Benedittine mo-

naftery founded by Alfred,) and three mints.

# The traét included between the above mentioned ridge and the
river Willy confifts of limeftone, communicating with the fratum that
covers fo large a part of Somerfetthire and the contiguous parts of
Dorfetfhire, but, though full of fhells, it has a more loofc and gra-
nnlar texture, There are at Fovant quarries of freeftone,

No
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.I\TU part of the monaftery remains, nor are there  Derfer.
more than three churches ftanding, exclufive of
St. James’s, at the foot of the hill, which belongs
to the liberty of Alcefter. The houfes are
built with ftone, but the ftreets have rather
a mean appearance.—Iew places have been
diftrefled for water more than Shaftefbury, the
fituation being fo high that it was neceffary for
the engines, erefted fome years ago for furnith-
iﬁg a fupply, to raife it three hundred feet per-
pendicularly. Thele works are now negleéted,
a circumftance of fome advantage to the poor,
many of whom gain a livelihood by fetching
water from a diftance on their heads, or on
horfes’ backs.—On a fpot called Caftle-green,
at the weftern extremity of the town, are traces
of entrenchments, and here perhaps a caftle
once ftood, which from the nature of the fitua-
tion muit have been impregnable. A vall land-
fcape appears hence, and, when illumined by
the {plendid rays of a morning fun, forms a
{cene truly glorious; though, for my own part,

I was moflt interefted in the fuffufion of this

B 2 aftonithing
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aftonifhing expanfe with the various fombre hues
of evening. It is by no means deftitute of fea-
ture. In front, an eminence called Duncliffe-
hill rifes with a beautifully wooded fummit,
bounding the fertile vale of Blackmoor, through
which a white road fometimes lofing itfelf
among woodlands, and fometimes traverfing
verdant paftures, winds weftward into the dif-
tance. On the left, a fine undulating ridge
{helters the vale; whilft the hills of Mere in
Wailtfhire, with Alfred’s tower at the extremity,
the torr of Glaltonbury, and the hazy heights
of Quantock, in Somerfetfhire, range them-

fclves in the remaining part of the horizon.

Purfuing our route towards Sherborn, we
come to the village of Stour, not far diftant
from the fource of the river which runs through
it, and from which it takes its name.—The
Stour firlt difcovers itfelf in the delightful
grounds of Sir Richard Hoare, at Stourton in
Wiltfhire, and continues its courfe by Stur-
minfter to Blandford, watering one of the

fineft
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fineft tratts of pafture land in the kingdom. Dot
Pafturage only is feen in this part of t. 2 county,
which' from the multitude of cows fed on it
may truly be called * a land flowing with milk.”
The moft confiderable part of it is included
within the vale of Blackmoor,—a moft rich
diftrict {urrounded by hills, and moiftened by
numerous ftreams that are at length fwallowed
up in the Stour, and render its current very

wide,

As we approach Henftridge, we may difcern
STALBRIDGE, where the great Mr, Boyle re- Stalbridge.
fided, and where he made fome of his earlieft

experiments. The feat is now the property of
the Earl of Uxbridge.

The Sherborn road leaves Henftridge a little
to the left, pafling by an inn called Henftridge- Hentftridge
Afh, from alarge ath-tree that ftood here for- B
merly.—It then brings us to Milborn-Port.

M1LBORN-PORT is fituated in a pleafant vale, Milborn Port,
B 3 but
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Dorfet.  but; though a borough, has a mean appear-
ance, and is of no extent. It carries on, how-
ever, manufaétories of woollen cloth, linen, and
hofiery.—The guildhall (ftanding in the high
ftreet) feems to be a very ancient building, and
has a curious door-way, which is in a fort of
Saxon {tile.—~The reprefentation is under the

management of about a dozen perfons.

Fine, bold hills, covered with wood, now
Sherborn. appear on the left, and as we enter SuERr-
porN, the old caftle and the magnificent feat
of the Earl of Digby come in view.—Here the
unfortunate Sir Walter Raleigh fpent as much
of his time as his various employments would
allow ; we felt great curiofity to vifit the re-
fidence of that celebrated ftatefman. It is
highly interefting to watch great minds even in
the periods of their relaxation, and to f{earch
for whatever memorials they may have left
even of their follies or amufements. We
were condutted to a grove planted by Sir
Walter himfelf, which fill retains bis name,
and



WESTERN COUNTIES, 7

and here we could fancy him retired from
the buftle and intrigues of a court to enjoy
in rural tranquillity the fong of a favourite

poct,

The manor and caftle of Sherborn wecre
granted to Sir Walter Raleigh in the year 1592;
and the middle part of the Lodge (which is now
in the form of a Roman H) was built by him,
the date and his arms being vifible on the win-
dows.* The two wings were added, {oon after
the Reftoration, by the Earl of Briftol, out of
the ruins of the caftle.  When viewed together
with the decorated grounds around it, the fine
fheet of water, and the hanging woods to the
{outh, the building has a very grand and firiking
effet. The gardens were partly laid out by
Brown, and great tafte is difplayed in the
management of them, as well as of the park,

which 1s three hundred and i:urt}* acres 1in

* The date is 1594,

B 4 cxient,
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extent. The rivcr_Yen, or Ivel, runs through
the latter, and is croffed by a handfome ftone-

bridge of three arches, built by Milne,

North of the Lodge, but within the grounds,
{tand the remains of Sherborn Caftle. From
the fragments of the walls being extremely
mafly, there can be no doubt that this was
once a ftrong and regular fortrefs, and, from -
the height of the fituation, it muft have com-
manded all the adjacent vale to the north and
weft. Its form feems to have been ottagonal,
and there was a very deep moat round it, ex-
cept on the north fide, where the quicknefs of
the afcent was a f{ufficient fecurity. We ob-
ferved fome traces of an arched paflage, or
fally-port, in this direttion, running ftrait down
the precipice towards the level ground at a
diftance. The front {eems to be more modern
than any other part of the caftle, the upper
windows being {quare, and the arch of the
gate (which is evidently in the fame ftile of
work) circular. A little within the gate, on

the
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the left, are the remains of what, I conjetture,
muft have been the ftate-apartments, one part
of which was carried up very high; there is a
large Saxon column f{lill ftanding towards the
area. The chapel ftood on this fide, and a

great part of the walls may be feen, ornamented

with Saxon arches that interfeét one another;

the windows bhave zigzag mouldings. The
whole building was originally faced with Ham-
hill ftone, but much of this was transferred
to the Lodge at the time of the additions made
by the Earl of Briftol, fo that the walls have
now a ragged appearance :—the trees around
them, however, contribute with the pofition of
fome of the fragments to give the whole ruin a

piturefque afpett.

Sherborn Caftle was the ancient palace of
the Bifhops of that fee, which being removed
to Old Sarum when united to that of Wilton,
William the Conqueror granted it to Bifhop
Ofmund. From this period it continued to
belong t6 -the Bifhops of Sarum until the

reign

Dﬂi‘ﬁfi
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reign of Stephen, about which time I apprehend
the prefent building was ereéted—probably by
Bifhop Roger, who feems to have been a great
architett (and particularly in the military line),
having built caftles at Devizes and Malmefbury
alfo. His edifices are defcribed as being “ for

Space very large, for coft very chargeable, for

Shew very beautiful. The [tones are [et in fuch
exadl order that the joints cannot be [een, and the
whole flruclure feems to be but one flone.”> The
Caftle of Sherborn was certainly in every re-
fpett correfpondent to this defcription, as we
may perceive, even from its ruins. Nothing
remarkable occurs in its military hiftory until
the time of the Rebellion, when the Earl of
Bedford fat down before it on the part of the
Parliament. It is reported that the Earl’s
fifter (the Countels of Briftol) was at this very
time at the Lodge, and, being informed that
her brother had orders to demolifh it, immedi-
ately went on horfeback to his tent, and told
him that “ if he perfified in his intention, he
Should find hus fifler’s bones buried in the ruins.”
' This
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This fpirited refolution, probably, alone faved
it from deftruétion. After the battle of Lang-
port, Sir Thomas Fairfax refolved to reduce
the Calftle, at t.hat time commanded by Sir Lewis
Dives. It coft Sir Thomas a fiege of fixteen
days. About two months afterwards the Par-

liament ordered it to be demolifhed.*

The town of Sherborn was a place of great
note 1n the Saxon times, and the fce of a
Bifhop from the reign of Inato the year 1056,
when Herman eftablithed the latter at Old
Sarum. It is even now indeed the moft po-
pulous town in the county, except Poole, and
is nearly two miles in circumference. The
houfes are built chiefly with freeftone, of which
there are quarries at no great diftance. Ma-
nufattories of various kinds are carried on;
two, of filk, employ at leaft fix hundred people.

The church is a very lofty, fpacious, and ve-

e ———

# See Clarendon’s Hi,u’?my cif!ih: Rebellion,

nerable
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nerable ftruéture, and may be confidered as a
fine fpecimen of the Gothic ftile of Henry VI.’s
time, when it was rebuilt.* It is two hundred
and feven feet in length, and in breadth one
hundred and two; the length however, muft
have been formerly much greater, for the weft
front could not have been originally finithed as
it is at prefent. The roof of the nave, which
is one hundred and nine feet high, is for the
moft part vaulted with ftone, and decorated
with rich mouldings, &c. The tower ftands in
the middle of the church, and is of a qua-

drangular form, {fupported by four arches. It

* The deftruftion of the old church was occafioned by a quarrel be-
tween the monks and the townfmen, which fprang from no lefs important
2 caufe than the removal of the font! So exafperated were the latter,
that a prieft of Allballows (as Leland informs us) one day threw fome
fire into the upper part of the church, in confequence of which the
whole was reatly confumed, and fome of the bells melted,~We fee every
day how far, amidft the rancor of party, men are apt to overlook the
interefts even of a common caufe, and religion itfelf is often injured lefs by
the attacks or infinuations of the infidel than by the mutual animofities
of different bodies and the raging zeal of fetaries,~~The monks had
their revenge on the townfmen by compelling them to re-edify the
fabric,

contains
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contains {ix large bells that require twenty men
" to ring them ; the tenor weighing fixty thou-
fand pounds, was the gift of Cardinal Wolley,
who was once reftor of Limington in this
neighbourhood. There is a complete Saxon
porch (which feems to be the only part of the
original fabric now left) on the fouth fide, and there
are traces of the fame {pecies of archite€ture on
many of the houfes near the church.—Ethel-
bald, King of the Weft Saxons, and his brother
Ethelbert are {aid to have been interred here,
but we could find no ftone or mfcription to

their memory.

Sherbern Church continued to be a conven-
tual one until the time of the Diflolution. In
the chancel, and alfo at the weft end, there are
ftill fome of the monks’ ftalls. The rude fi-
gures and devices with which many of them are
ornamented are whimfical and ludicrous enough;
no lefs fo are thofe on fome houfes adjoining to
the north fide of the church, that were probably
refidences of the monks. Here may be feen

heads

Do fet.
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heads, and whole bodies, of animals created only
by the imagination of the {culptor.—Not far

northward ftands a fine old conventual barn.

According to the obfervations made in dig-
ging wells, the following, I Jearn, is the fuccel=
ion of the ftrata in the neighbourhood of Sher-
born: to the depth of three feet or more they
ufually find a black mould; afterwards a thin
fcaly limeftone (generally loaded with fhells)
appears. The limeftone refts on a bed of fer-
rugineous earth, or fand, which is fucceeded by
Jtrata of limeftone again (about three or four
feet in thicknefs), occafionally divided by beds

of marl. Here {prings are found.

Wifhing to aflcertain as accurately as poffible
the courfe of the chalk in this county, and the
appearance of its boundaries, we now made a
journey fouthward, and trod the rich {oil of the
vale of Blackmoor until we came to Revel-hill.
The face of the country here altered, and the
moft pleafing intermixture of wood and pafture

wds
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was exchanged for open downs and unvaried
barrennels. Before we fearched into the na-
ture of the fubfoil, we were f{ufficiently in-
ftructed that it had pafled into chalk by the al-
tered afpe€t of vegetation. By attending to
this circumftance, the mineralogift may often
obtain pretty certain indications of the tranfi-

tions of firata, and thus agriculture and botany
lend their affiftance to him, as well as prove
their intimate conneétion with each other.
Agriculture, in its turn, receives help from mi-
neralogy, for foils being fo much dependent on
the decompofition of their fubftrata, the farmer
can alcertain neither the nature, nor the proba-
bility of finding a depth, of the former, but by
learning the texture and properties of the mi-
nerals which conftitute the latter. The botanift
will afford information both to the farmer and to
the mineralogift. He will often tell them, by the
prefence of one particular plant, fuch, for in-
flance, as Hedyfarum Onobrychis (faint-foin),
Campanula glomerata, or even the humble little
Hippocrepis comofa, (horle-thoe vetch) that the

{oil
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foil can be no other than a cretaceous one, and
will point out in Pteres aquilina (brakes) a cer=
tain witnefs of a depth of mould.—But to re-
turn Revel-hill forms a part of the ridge
(which I fhould diftinguifh by the name of the

chalk boundary) coming from near Melbury

fomewhat in the fhape of an amphitheatre,
and paffing hence, with many undulations, not
far fouth of Everfhot and Beminfter towards
Axminfter in Devonfhire. The vale of Black-
moor (to which it i1s a boundary fouthward) now
appears to be of a fort of elliptical fhape, the
longeft diameter feeming to run from Melbury
towards Long Burton. To the weft of the lat-
ter lies the foreft of Whitehart, and the country
is finely wooded, prefenting moft rich and de-
lightful {cenery. Projeéting parts of the ridge
arc profulely clothed on their declivities, and
become noble features in the land{cape, which is
of a nature that rarely occurs within the con-
fines of this county, and may be jultly confi-
dered as the moft beautiful that it affords.

We
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We found we were now but a few miles dif-
tant from Cerne-Abbas, and, being defirous of
viewing the remains of its abbey, refolved to
extend our ride to it.—On our left the country
began to acquire a boldnefs and roundnefs of
feature that prepared us for fomething romantic
in the fituation of Cerne.—We defcended into

this town from an immenfe chalk hill terminat-

ing towards it in a mountainous prominence

crowned with a very large oblong entrench-
ment. On the declivity of the hill (generaily
known by the name of Trendle-hill) may be
traced a gigantic figure, cut in the chalk, in the
mannér of the horfe on Whitehorfe-hill, n
Berkfhire, and probably of as great antiquity.
It reprefents a man, holding a club in his
right hand, and extending the other, and appears
to be almoft two hundred feet in height. There
15 a tradition among the vulgar that this was to
commemorate the deftruétion of a giant, who,
having feafted on fome fheep in Blackmoor, and
Jaid him[elf down to fleep after his meal on this
hill, was bound and killed by the enfaged pea-

YOL. 11, € {ants

Dorfets
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{ants oni the fpot.—Without reforting to any ri-
diculous ftory, or to any conceit of antiqua-
rians, for the origin of the figure, one may con~
clude that moft works of this fort, efpecially
when contiguous to encampments, were the
amufement merely of idle people, and cut out

with as little meaning, perhaps, as fhepherds’

. boys ftrip off the turf on the Wiltfhire plains.

If we might believe William of Malmefbury,
CernE Abbey was founded as early as the time
of St. Auftin, whofe zeal in the converfion of
the Saxons to the Chriftian faith led him into
thefe parts, where he performed [everal miracles.
1 fear we have need of better authority than our
credulous monk’s for {uppofing that the faint
ever travelled fo far from Kent, or that any mif-
fionary arrived in the'weft of England before
Birinus, thirty years after the time of St.Auftin,
—The earlieft period at which we have any
certain account of a religious fociety exifting
here is the year 870, when Edward, brother of
St. Edmund, King of Ealt Anglia is {aid to have

- refided
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refided in it. "Through veneration for the me-
mory of that monarch, Ailmer, Earl of Cornwall
ar{d Devon, rebuilt and endowed the abbey fur_
Benedittine monks about ¢87.*¥ Among the
diftinguifhed men who have lived in it was Car-
dinal Morton.—The gate-houfe of the abbey
remains externally entire, but does not appear
to be of a date long prior to the Diffolution.
There are two ftories above the gateway, each
having a projetting window, which is adorned
with elaborate fculpture. Some buildings fouth
of the gate appear to have belonged to the ab-
bey, and are more ancient than the former, but
have been converted into a farm-houfe and other
dwellings. A manfion facing Market-{treet was
conftruéted principally with the old ftone, and
bears the name of the Abbey-houfe, which was
- {ome time the refidence of Denzil, Lord Holles,
fecond fon of John, firft Earl of Clare, and mi-

nifter plenipotentiary to the treaty of Breda.—"

—— e —————

* Hutchins’s Hiffory of Dorfet, vol.2, p, 287,

C 2 The
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The conventual church ftood probably eaft of
the abbey, and parallel to the prefent church-
yard. I apprehend it muft have been ufed for
parochial purpofes, otherwife the burial ground
would not have been contiguous to it ; the pre-

fent church is fome hundred yards diftant from

thﬂ latter.

_Cerne is a fmall town, and, being furrounded
on all fides by high hills, appears extremely {e~
cluded and well calculated for the monaftic
life. Southward the fcenery improves in bold-
nefs, and the ridges of chalk that rear themfelves
with an immenfe naked outline about Sidling
form a fpecies of land{cape not often witnefled
in other counties.

SOMER-
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SOMERSETSHIRLE.

gIn

AKING leave of Dorfetfhire, we purfued
a circuitous track to Ilchefter, a town that

feemed to deferve particular attention on ac-
count of its antiquity.—But we firft pafled
through the village of BRoap MarsTON, whi-  Broad
ther we were led in fearch of a natural curiofity. W
- —In the year 1778, at the opening of a marl pit,
a firatum of a very uncommon and beautiful
fpecies of ftone was difcovered, containing a
congeries of ammonite, {carcely deprived of the
animal part of their compofition (the nacre of
the fhells being {till vifible), and of various fizes,
from one quarter of an inch to an inch in di-
c 3 ameter,
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ameter. The ground of it, which is of a greyifh
blue -culﬂur, confifts of indurated marl. The
fhells, being filled wlth variegated {parry mat-
ter, when polifhed exhibit a fingular appearance,
and the whole becomes an-elegant, ornamental
{ubftance for chimney-pieces, &c. It is found
about eight feet below the furface of the _grnﬁnd,
and the thicknels of the mafs is in gen'eral about
eight or nine inches. How far the flratum may
extend it is not eafy to afcertain, but it has not

been as yet much diminilhed.

The parifh of Broad Marfton is fituated in a
low flat country eaftward of Ilchefter.—Molt
of the lands in this part of Somerletfhire are
palture, and thickly enclofed with wood, chiefly
elm, which grows very abundantly. There
feems to be great moifture and coldnefs in
the foil.

We could not help admiring a bold eminence,
with a large encampment on the top, which
occafionally came in view, and which, from

its
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its bearing, we concluded muft be the ancient
ftation of Capsury. Itis fituated at the ex-
tremity of a fteep ridge of hills (nearly fouth of
Caftle Cary), and muft have beén one of the
ftrongeft pofitions, perhaps, in the kingdorﬁ.
The form of the ramparts being {eemingly ac-
commodated to that of the hill, and as the old
topographers give but an obfcure account of
this fortification, I cannot guefs at what period it
was’ confiruted. Leland fpeaks of it in a fort
of ecftacy. “ Good God!” (fays he) “ what
deep ditches! what high ramparts! what preci-
pices! In fhort, it really appears to me to be a

wonder both of art and nature,”’*

IocuesTER ftands on the banks of the river
Ivel (the Velox of Ravennas), whence it originally

had the name of Iuvelchefler. It was one of the

e — —

* ¢ Dii boni, quantum hic profundiffimarum foflarum ! quot hic egefta
terrze valla! quz demum precipitia! Atque, ut paucis finiam, videtur
mihi-quidem cfle et artis et nature miracylum.™

Aflert. Arturii; p. 29

c4 | molt
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moft famous ftations poffeffed by the Romans,
and there are ftill many veftiges of its ancient
extent. Vaft arches and foundations of build-
ings lie beneath the furface of the ground, and
fome remains of a Roman wall are difcernible.
The form of the old city feems to have been ob-
long, ftanding on the oblique points of the com-
pals. It was {urrounded by a ditch, which
could eafily be filled with water from the river,
and of which a part may yet be traced to the
north-weft, exaétly in the direttion of Yard-
lane.—A great number of Roman coins, of va-
rious periods, have been found here. Our
innkeeper fhewed us a colle€tion that he had
formed at the time of the removal of Whitehall
Hofpital, near his ftables ; the moft remarkable
of them were a Nero, fome pieces of Antoninus
Pius, a Vefpafian, and a Maximian.—Befides
military, there are various relics of monaftic an-
tiquities at Ilchefter. The ruins of the old hof-
pital of Whitehall, indeed, are now completely

removed to make room for a wharf, oppofite the

' gounty gaol, which ftands on the northern fide

of
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of the river. Some part of a houfe of black fri-
ars, however, is ftill to be feen, but the north
tranfept of the conventual church has been me-

tamorphofed into a [pinning-houfe !——
¢¢ Sic volvenda =tas commutat tempora rerum.”’

The friary was founded about the year 1270,
according to Collinfon.*—The Ark-inn feems to
have been originally a religious houfe—perhaps
the chapel of St. Mary Minor that we read of.
This inn 1s ﬁtuatea on the bridge. The latter
confifts of two large arches, and croffes the river
jult in the direétion of the ancient Roman fofle-
way.— The only church now ftanding is that of
St. Mary, at the weft end of which is an ofta-
-gonal tower, {uppofed to be built with Roman
materials,

The feat of a municipality as well as of a go=

vernment ; Ilchefter as well as Babylon has its

¥ Hiftory of Somerfet, vol, 3, ps 301,

turn
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turn in the changes of things. This place was
one of the moft important ftations of the Ro-
mans in the ifland, and a very flourifhing town
in the Saxon times, but it i1s now reduced to a
mean fireet or two, with nothing to proclaim its
former grandeur, except the numerous urns,
teflellated pavements, and [tatues, which owe
their difcovery to accident, or which occur only

to the indefatigable attention of the antiquary.

In the conftruction of the county gaol, and
indeed of many other buildings in this part of
the country, we obferved that a fpecies of free-
flone has been ufed which appears (though fo
foft when firft taken out of the quarry) to be-
come hardened by the weather to an extraordi-
nary degree. It is dug in confiderable quanti-
ties at Hamden hill, and contains, like the Port-
land freeftone, a multitude of fhells, differing
from the latter only in being {lightly tinged with .
a brownifh red oxyde of iron.—Moft of the
cottages in the neighbourhood are built with a

bluith limeftone, called lyas ; this abounds about
| Somer-
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Somerton and Kingfdon, and is an extremely
ufeful fubftance. In our way to the former of
thefe places we faw it in the quarries. It lies
juft below the furface of the ground, in hori-
zontal firaia, which confift of loofe maffes,
or flags, but the texture is very clofe and

compatct.

On fome of the hills we caught a view of
Glaftonbury torr, which juft rofe above the
high ground on the right. Montacute hills*
were fine objeéts on our left, and are vifible to
an immenfe diftance ; they overlook, itisf{aid, a
traét of country three hundred miles in circum-
ference. Welt of thefe hills rifes the high rocky
ridge of Hamden, on the top of which is a bold
Roman encampment, {uppoled to be nearly

three miles 1n circuit.

* So called from the ancient village of Montacute, where a priory of
Cluniac monks was founded by William, Earl of Morton and Cornwally
whofe refidence ftood above, I know not whether there are any re-
mains of thefe buildings,

In

Somer/et.
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In a fertile and pleafant part of the county,
on an eminence, ftands the town of SomERTON.
Whatever doubt may be entertained of this
place having been a Roman ftation, there can be
none of its having been well known in the Saxon
times and even as early as the Heptarchy. It
appears that Ina had a caftle and palace here,
which Ethelbald, King of Mercia, for a while
had pofleffion of, during his war with the for-
mer. 1".-"'114;111&1" it was the fame fortrefs in which
John, King of France, was afterwards confined,
when a prifoner of Edward III. cannot now be
afcertained. Seeing fome fragments of old.
walls and the veftiges of a circular tower near
the Bear-inn, we concluded that thefe might be
the remains of one or the other, but I find from
Collinfon that the county-prifon once ftood on
this fite. We obferved feveral buildings of an
antique appearance as we pafled through the
town; there are none, however, particularly
deferving of notice.—Somerton is efteemed a
very healthy place, and it has an air of neatnefs
and refpeétability, but no longer any pretenfions

tQ
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to be ranked among the principal towns in the
county.—The chief concern of the natives of
this diftri¢t is grazing, and they have the right
of common, gratis, on alarge tratt of excellent

land, a little weftward from Somerton.

Intending to take the neareft route to Taun-
ton, we vifited LaxcrorT. This town (which
1s of fome antiquity) is fituated chiefly on an
afcent, having a rich country to the north and
fouth, and a confiderable extent of fine mea-
dow land to the weft. The latter, from being
depaftured in common, without interruption
from the cattle of other parifhes, is called Com-
mon-Moor. No lord of any adjoining manor
has a right of foil in it, and the neighbouring

_inhabitants have from time immemorial fed
their cattle, and built when and in what man-
ner they plealed.—The river Parret, navigable
here for barges, paffes through Langport, and
is crofled by a ftone bridge of nine arches.
The fall of this river hence to Boroughbridge
is only one inch in a mile; from the level of

5 s
King’s

Somerfets
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King’s Sedgemoor to its bed the fall is fifteen
feet.

Two miles diftant from Langport, to the
fouth, are fome remains of the ancient abbey
of Mu!chelney,_ in our way to which we paffed
under a long arched gate-way that had the ap-
pearance of a military work. Over it, however,
is a fmall old room which was originally a
chapel, now converted into a free-fchool. This
building is vulgarly called ¢he hanging chapel.—
It ftands near the church, in the higheft part’of

the town.,

The parifh of Bifhop’s Huifh adjoins to

Langport on the north-eaft, and contains fine

" pafture and meadow lands, in which vaft num-

bers of cattle are reared and fattened for the
market. The tower of Huifh church 1s a very
g ornamented at the

top with eight beautiful Gothic pinnacles, each -

ftately elegant objeét, bein
furmounted-with a {pear-hecad.

MUCHEL=

b
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MucHeLNEY 1s a traft of land enclofed
between the Ivel and a branch of the Parret,
and from being frequently infulated by the
floods of the furrounding moors is often de=
nominated the great ifland. There are about
thirty cottages in a village of the fame name,
on the fouth-weft fide of which we found the
Abbey, now converted into a farm-houfe.
Some venerable old elms {eem ftill to fhed a
fort of religious gloom over the {pot, and there
are evident marks of antiquity even in the barns
and out-houfes. The apartments that remain
were probably thofe of the abbot. A part of
the old kitchen, with the ftove, &c. may be
feen, and a good deal of painted glafs is re-
tained in the windows, which are much orna-
mented with fculpture on the outfide. Stone
* ftair-cafes and large pointed arches are entire in
various parts of the houfe. The eaft end of
it 1s part of a chapel, which (according to
William of Worcefter) belonged to the abbey,
exclufive of the conventual church, and was
dedicated to the Virgin, It is decorated with

a pro-

Somer/fet.
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a profufion of florid fculpture.—In the adjoin=
ing orchard we traced the foundations of walls
to fome diftance. No veltiges of the conven-
tual church appear, unlefs indeed the prefent
parochial one was ufed as fuch; I think it is
not, however, in a ftile, or on a {cale, fufhiciently
magnificent to have belonged to the fociety,
whofe revenues were ample and number con-
fiderable.* The reigning monarch, we find,
was always their patron. This circumitance
{eems to indicate that one of our kings was the
founder of the abbey; and it is certain that
many, long before the conqueft, were bene-
fattors to it. Collinfon afcribes the founda-
tion of it to Athelftan, others to Ina.—The
order was that of St. Benedi&t.—There is"a
tradition that the monks cultivated woad in the

neighbouring lands.

The road from Langport to Taunton paffes

——— —

* Collinfon’s Hiff. of Scmerfet, vol, 3, p. 1344

OVEY
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over a fine ridge of hills, whence we look

down, to the fouth, on a beautiful country,
abﬂunding with rich meadow and wood lands,
and forming a delicious pi€ture as far as the eye
can reach.—Among the great quantities of
~ timber growing in this part of the cc}untr}r,.
elm feems to be the moft thriving.—The {ub-
ftance of the hills is chiefly a blue limeftone,
fit for building. There is alfo the white lyas,
which is nothing but a calcareous ftone of the
fame nature as the firft, though fometimes it
contains foffil bivalves of the genus 7ellina, and
Venus, and other forts.—The labourers on the
road break ftone for its repair with an one-
handed hammer,~—a method which they fay is
more expeditious than the ordinary one of
ufing the fledge-hammer ;—and, what has a
fingular appearance, they all fif, like flint-cut-
ters, in the midft of the rubble.

We foon came to Burton-PynsenT, the
{eat of the Earl of Chatham. To his illuftrious
father, who occafionally refided here, the Coun-

NOL.IT. D tefs

S'amfrﬁﬁ
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tels has eretted an urn of white marble, with

~ the following infcription : vz,

(On the front of the pedefial)

¢¢ Sacred to pure affe@ion, this fimple urn ftands a wit-
nefs of unceafing grief for him, who, excelling in whatever
is moft admirable, and adding to the exercife of the fub-
limeft virtues the fweet charm of refined fentiment and
polithed wit, by gay and focial commerce rendered beyond
comparifon happy the courfe of domeftic life, and beltowed
a felicity inexpreflible upon her, whofe faith{ul love was
blefled in a pure return, that raifed her above every other
joy but the parental one,—and that ftill fhared with him.
His generous country, with public monuments, has eter-
nized his name. This humble tribute is but to foothe the

forrowing breaft of private woe.”’

(On the back)

¢« To the memory of WirLLiam Pitrr, EarL of
CuaTHaM, this marble is infcribed by Heiter, his be-

loved wife, 1781.”

el

This elegant and delicate token of conjugal
affeétion
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affe€tion ftands at the end of a narrow walk in

the park, fhaded with laurels, the urn fupported

by afquare pedeftal and {urrounded by a feftoon.
—1In the north-eaft part of the grounds there is
a noble column of white ftone, one hundred
and forty feet high, ereéted by the late Earl to
the memory of Sir William Pynfent. It bears

this fimple infcription : w:z.
e —————

¢¢ Sacred to the memory of Sir WirLiamM PYNsSENT.

Hoc faltem fungar inani munere,”’

The houfe is a large, irregular building,
fituated on the northern edge of the hills, and
overlooking Weft Sedgemoor, above which the
latter rife, with rather a quick afcent, four
hundred feet nearly. Its principal front is on
this fide, and commands a full profpeét of the
flat country between the Mendip and the Quan-
tock hills, Immediately under the eye lies

the moon, level as a bowling-green, and covered
D 2 with
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with the fineft verdure, to the extent of fix
miles in length, and from one mile to three in
breadth, thickly interfperfed with villages, and
watered by numerous currents communicating
with the Parret and the Tone.—The ifle of
Athelney, no lefs famous for the retreat of
Alfred during the Danifh incurfions than the
fenns of Minfurne were to the Romans for
being the hiding-place of Marius, may be
clearly diftinguifhed to the north of Burton-
Pynfent.

About Wrantage the lyas begins to be mixed
with flint and a coarfe grit-ftone. The main
[iratum appears to continue weftward, in the
dire&tion of the ridge above-mentioned, from
which our road defcended to the right about
feven miles from Taunton.—The profile of the
hills on this fide was now to be feen, and as
they alternately ftarted into large knolls and
receded into hollows exhibited a fine outline.
From a diftant part of the moors, the coppices
and hanging thickets on the declivities bave a

beau-
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beautiful effe€t. The road brings us down on
thefe moors, the foil of which is deep and rich,
producing moft exuberant herbage, and afford-
ing pafture to innumerable herds of cattle.—
Rounded pebbles, (fure teftimonies of a foil
formed by depofition from fome permanent
current, or bed of water) are confpicuous at
various depths.—An almoft uninterrupted flat
lies between this and the Severn, bounded weft-
ward by the Quantock, and eaftward by the
Polden, hills. As we approach Taunton, the
former begins to affume quite a mountainous
afpett.—At length we come to TauNTON-

Dean, or the vale of Taunton,—an unparal-

leled piture of fertility :

¢¢ What ear fo empty is that hath not heard the found
Of Taunton’s fruitful Deane ! not match’d by any

ground."’
DRAYTON,

The {oil is a red loam, of which there are nao
traces ealt of Langport, but which we did not
doubt we fhould find communicating with the

D 3 [tratum
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Somerfet  flratum that we had followed along the fouthern

Taunton.

coaft of Devon.

TaunTon is fo large, well built, and hand-
fome, that it may vie with moft ciires in the
kingdom, and, as a place of trade and induftry,
perhaps exceeds them all, except London and
Briftol. The woollen manufaéture has flourifhed
in this town almoft ever fince its introdu&ion
into England by the famous John K{-:n.*npe, the
firt manufaétory being eftablithed as early as
the year 1336. Upwards of one thoufand
looms are faid to have been employed here at
one time, the number of inhabitants having
amounted to twenty thoufand. A large filk i
manufaftory was eftablifhed about fixteen years
ago.

We could not help remarking the prodigious
number of inns and ale-houfes ; out of every
ten houfes almoft, there is one that puts out a
fign.—Wherever the lower clafs of people

are
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are united by a common employment, they
acquire fome common habits, and among

thofe habits the moft prevalent are fuch

as refult from the indulgence of focial plea-

fures. Hence the drunkennefs fo frequent in
manufatturing towns, and the opportunities
offered for the gratification of this pernicious
propenfity.- It feems to be in villages only
that we muft look for temperance and its con-
comitant health and quietude. The accumula-
tion of manufafturers in one fpot muft be
lamented as a moft unfortunate circumftance
for morals, whilft agriculture and the occupa-
tions of rural life tend to fecure the union of
the two great {prings of -p-::litica! profperity—
induftry and tranquillity.

Here, as in every place where the woollen
manufatture is carried on, the portrait of Bifhop
Blale, with the comb, is feen fufpended from a
fign-poft.—1It has been generally imagined that
this prelate was the inventor of wool-combing,

D 4 _ and
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and indeed from no other caufe can one account
for his effigies being fo much reverenced by
this clafs of manufatturers. The art, however,
muft have been known before his time, for it is
as late as the end of the fecond (or the begin-
ning of the third) century that we firft hear of
him. He had the bifhopric of Sebafta, in Cap-
padocia, as the ecclefiaftical writers inform us,
and f{uffered martyrdom by decapitation, under
Dioclefian, after having his flefh torn with iron
combs.—There is no reafon why we' fhould
conclude that thefe inftruments of torture were
ufed on account of the unfortunate bifhop

having applied them to the drefling of wool.

The right of chufing members of parliament
(enjoyed by this place ever fince the reign of
Edward I.) is vefted in a defcription of people
called Potwallers, or Poiwalloners. Thele are

all fuch inhabitants as refide within the limits of

the borough, and boil their own pots, provided

they are not paupers, and have not received

relief

i B it il
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relief from the fund of any charity within a

year.

There are four principal ftreets in Taunton,
of a moft commodious width. Of the public
edifices, there 1s no one that will attraét the
attention, or excite the admiration, of a travel-
ler more than the beautiful church of St. Mary
Magdalen. The tower has a fhape of uncom-
mon elegance, and is one hundred and fifty-three
feet in height. It is decorated with florid Gothic
ornaments, and crowned with four hand{fome
pinnacles. The body of the church too is on
a {pacious and magnificent {cale.—St. James’s
allo muft be efteemed a fine ftru€ture. The
above two are the only churches in the town,
but there are numerous chapels belonging to a
variety of religious perfuafions.—With refpett
to monaltic eftablifhments, Taunton had never
more than two, w»iz. a priory for fecular canons
of the order of St. Auguftine, founded by
William Giffard, Bifhop of Winchefter, about
the year 1110, and a houfe of Carmelites, or

White-

Somerfetq
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White-friars, eftablifhed by Walter de Meriot,
in the reign of Edward II1.* A building now
ufed as a fchool-room feemed to us to have be-
longed originally to one or the other of thefe
{ocieties. It ftands near the old gate-way lead-

ing to the caftle.

The caflle is part of a fine edifice erefted by
Bithop Giffard, and fituated on the weft fide of
the town. The manor of Taunton has belonged
to the Bifhops of Winchelter fince the reign of
Ethelward, who made a grant of it to that fee,
and the caftle was a place of their frequent re-
fidence. Though this building has been much
modernized, the original gate, ere€ted by Bifhop
Langton {till remains, as well as a part of the
porter’s lodge. The gate is embattled, and has,
in front of it, a fhield between four rofes, with
a crofs charged with five rofes, and this infcrip-
tion, viz. “ 1495 Lm::sqta"f?i Chrifte T. Langto

* Collinfon’s Hiffory of Somerfet, vols 3, p. 236,

Winte.”’
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Winto.”—This caftle was difmantled foon after
the Reftoration, and is now ufed for holding the

affizes, and other public purpofes.

The early part of the hiftory of Taunton re-
lates chiefly to the affairs of the Bifhops of
Winchefter. As to modern occurrences, the
only memorable ones perhaps are thofe which
relate to the proceedings of the Duke of Mon-
mouth, and the cruelties exercifed upon his
adherents by Lord Chief Juftice Jeffreys and
Major-General Kirk. —The Duke’s head quar-
ters were cftablitfhed here very foon after his
landing, and he had no reafon to complain of a
want of affeftion in the inhabitants, for they
folemnly proclaimed him king. After his de-
feat, Jeffreys was fent on the weftern circuit
with a {pecial commiffion of oyer and terminer
to try the infurgents, attended by Kirk and a
body of troops for protettion. At Taunton
thefe villainous tools of the court committed
molt {hocking barbarities, and condemned to
death, without any attention to the regular

forms

Somerfets
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forms of law, perfons of all ages and conditions.
Father Orleans, who wrote from the mouth of
James II. attempts to remove all blame from
that infatuated prince two ways. He fays that
he was informed of the illegal proceedings and
cruelties of his two officers too late to prevent
them ; and, in the next place, that he made
amends for what had been done, as far as lay in
his power, by the general pardon he afterwards
granted.—If we refle€t for a moment, both
thefe excufes will appear irreconciliable with
fatls. Upon the fuppofition that James was
difpleafed with his Chief Juftice, when he was
informed of the tranfattions, how happenped it
that he created him Lord High Chancellor after-
wards, and a Baron of the realm? And what
atonement could the proclamation of a general
pardon be confidered, when no more rebels were
to be found ? Befides, Burnet aflures us that the
king received a regular account of Jeffreys’s
proceedings every day, and that he read it as
conftantly at his drawing-room, with fecret de-

leCtation,
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le€tation, to the foreign minifters and nobility,
calling it Feffreys’s campaign.*

After having vifited Wellington, a pretty
large market town, on the high road from

Taunton to Exeter, we came to Columbton.

DEVONSHIRE

CONTINUED.

Tue foil for fome miles between Wellington
and Columbton is gravelly, and abounds with
large, rounded pebbles. A part of it afflumes
a heathy appearance, and yields little by cul-

% Durnet’s Hiffory of bis oton Times, p. 648,

tivation,

Somerfets
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tivation. Towards the latter place we again

find the red loam, and its attendant fertility.

The fituation of CorumeTon is fingularly
agreeable, being furrounded by luxuriant {cene-
ry, and cultivation. Here is a bridge over the
Columb, which takes its rife, apparfzntl);, on the
Blackdown hills, and joins the Ex near the vil-
lage of Huckfham.

Nearer to Exeter ftands BrabnicH, at the
of a very long, ﬂeei) hill, by the draining foot
of which the place is rendered conftantly wet and
muddy. Frequent {wells, of fome boldnefs,
mark the neighbouring country to the fouth.
The latter proving a continuation of the rich
and varied tratt that had formed fo grateful a
landfcape to us on our firft journey, infpired us
with peculiar fenfations of delight. Our return
to this region of fertility feemed welcomed by
the feathered tribe, for wé were chaunted
through the woods by a choir of nightingales.

Memory too was highly amufed by endeavouring
to



WESTERN COUNTIES, 47

to recognife a particular hill or village as it rofe

in the horizon.

The only additional information we obtained
on this (our third) vifit at Exeter was, that the
manganefe mine of Upton-Pyne had been filled
up, and another opened at Newton St. Cyres,
four miles north-weft from the city. The
mairix of the ore is the fame at both places.—
A circumftance relative to the foil in the
vicinity of the Newton mine deferves the atten-
sgion of agriculturifts :—wherever the refule
manganefe has been ftrewed, the grafs is evi-
dently more {trong and luxuriant. Is it not
probable that the fertility and richnefs {o ob-
fervable on the red foil in general in the ncigh-
bourhood of Exeter is owing to the prevalence

of the above {emi-metal ?

CreEpiTON™ b-::ing the next point in our

¥ Pronounced by contraétion Kirton.

pPro-

Devon,

Creditons
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projetted progrefs, we purfued the road lead-
ing to it from Exeter, which pafles over feveral
eminences that afford extenfive views north-
ward. In this direttion the country appears
crowded with villages, and abounds with corn,
pafture, and timber.—Crediton is one of the
moft ancient towns of the county; and was once
perhaps one of the moft refpetable; baving
been fome time an epifcopal fee,* and repre-
{ented in parliament.—The old church, Leland
fays, was fituated on the fpot now occupied by
houles on one fide of the prefent burial-ground.
There are no more remains of it, nor of the

bifhop’s palace, than if fuch buildings had

e — P—— P

# When the Chriftian religion was firft profefled in thefe parts, this
county, together with Cornwall, was under the fpiritual jurifdiétion
of the Bifhop of Dorchefter (near Oxford), but that epifcopal feat being
removed to Winchefler, both were made fubject to the new fee. As
foon as the monaftery of Sherborn was ereted into a cathedral, the Bifhop
of that place prefided over thefle counties. At length, Plegmund, Arch=-
bithop of Canterbury, by command of Edward the elder, made three ade
ditional fees, wiz, Wells, Bodmin, and Tawton, Devonfhire fell under
the laft, which, however, did not long retain its dignity, for, at the death
of the fecond Bithop, the church of Crediton was made the Cathedral.
This happened about the year gio, when Edulph was confecrated the
pew diocelan, ;

never
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never exifted. The college of prebendaries Dewen
too has been long fince diffolved. Crediton
continued to flourifh, however, until a great fire
happened (on the fourteenth of Auguft, 1743)
which deftroyed upwards of four hundred and
fifty houfes. A fecond fire unfortunately
broke out in May, 1772, when the town was
reduced ftill more, fo that it is now of very
fmall extent.—The church is large and has

quite a collegiate appearance.

Continuing our courfe to the north-weft,
we came to Bow,—a molft wretched place, un-  Bow.
able to afford the {malleft accommodation of a
decent kind,—and afterwards to NorTu-T A w- North-Taw-
. LOTL.
Tton, where the few travellers that pals may not
perhaps apply in vain for a bed ; the appear-
ance of this village is infinitely more in its

favor than that of the former.

A very fertile {oil runs eaftward from Bow,
and, from its deep red f[urface, is generally
diftinguifhed by the appellation of the red land.

VOL, 11, E It
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- It is a deep loam, containing a large proportion

of clay. Numerous ftreams pour-down upon
it from the heights of Dartmoor, which now
come in view to the fouth, and bound the
profpe&t by a grand naked outline.—The red
land is let in many inftances at as high a price
as three pounds per acre, but this richer foil
does not extend more than three miles, at the
utmoft, in breadth.—The growth of timber
feems to be very little encouraged 1n this part
of the county. We rarely faw even a row of
elms, though the fituation {eems fo well-adapted
to them. :

About Hunichurch, the country affumes a
more irregular, heathy, and open afpeét, and the
gritftone, which forms the bafis of the loamy
foil, pafles into filiceous flate. After- this we
foon came to an argillaceous f{pecies that
extends along the more northern diftriét of
Cornwall. = This fort of foil is fo miferably un-
produttive about Stratton and Kilkhampton,

that
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that four hundred acres of land will not let Dewons

for eighty pounds.

HaTHERLEIGH, a poor mean place, {tands Hatherleigh,
near a branch of the river Towridge, not far
from its confluence with the Oke. I do not
know that it is memorable for any thing but the
birth of Jafper Mayne, a dramatic writer and

divine of the laft century.*

We hefitated whether we fhould proceed to
Houlfworthy, and thence towards Stratton, and
the north-caft part of Cornwall, or whether we
fhould advance towards Hartland at once, by
way of Torrington and Biddeford. The fatif-
fattory information which we obtained from a
very intelligent traveller, whom we accidently
met at Hatherleigh, determined us to give up
the former route, and to confine our notice to

the eaftern fide of the Tamar, by purfuing the

¥ Gough’s Camden, vol, 1, p. 39,

E 2 . latter.,
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latter.  We were perfuaded that we fhould find
no objeét to intereft us in return for encounter-

ing many inconveniences.

The road to Torrington traverfes frequent

hills of fufficient height to form {fometimes,

towards the valleys, good piturefque materials.

Occafionally we caught the Towridge, or one of
its branches, emerging out of a coppice, and
winding round the foot of a fteep precipice
patched with furze and brambles, which though
humble decorations ferved to produce a plea-
fant relief to the eye.—As we approached Tor-
rington, the face of the country exhibited pre-
ferable effetts, and the declivities became
woodlands ; the axe, however, had made much
havock in them.—The trunk of msiny an old
oak was covered with fome of the rarer Lichenes.
Lichen plumbeus and L. laciniatus occurred in
fru&iﬁcqtiijn.—rﬁ;t length, we delcended a hill
of prodigious dength and fteepnefls, and pafled,
at the bottom, a bridge over the Towridge,
which, with a handfome clump of trees and the

high

_.
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high ground on the left, conftituted too pic- Dewons
turelque an objeét to be pafféd by without de-
lineation.—There was another hill equally long

and fteep in front of us; on the fummit, and

partly along the declivity of it, we perceived
"TORRINGTON, enjoying a proud, elevated fite. Torrington.
~—A {pot called the bowling-green, on the

{fouth fide of the town, is an advantageous point

for viewing the river, which is here feen to flow

in a graceful current along a narrow valley, en-

clofed by grand floping ridges. Some of the

diftant precipices are very beautifully wooded.

~—We had now a favourable {pecimen of what

we had been led to expett in the {cenery of

North Devon, and were much ftruck with the

firength of outline and feature which the coun=

try had begun to aflume,

Torrington is a very long town, and contains

a great number of inhabitants, who are em-
ployed principally in the woollen manufaéture.
It had formerly a caftle overlooking the river ;
fome remains are ftill vifible, There are two
E 3 churches,
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churches, one of which is furnifhed with a li-
brary.—Margaret, Countefs of Richmond, (mo-
ther of Henry VIL.) refided fome time in this

place, and was a confiderable benefaétrefs to it.

From Torrington we went to Frithelftoke,
to view the remains of its priory, re-paffing the
Towridge by the welt bridge, which has full as
pifturelque a pofition as the other, and perhaps,
with regard to the more remote {cenery, much
the advantage. More wood prefents itlelf,
pendent on broader {lopes.—As we afcend
towards Frithelftoke, the river gradually dif-
appears,

The ruins of the Priory adjoin to the parifh

church of FriTtuerstoxke, and point out the

* form of the ancient conventual one, beflides

which there are the walls of two or three
apartments that belonged probably to the prior,
The welt window of the old church continues
perfet, fronting what was, to all appearance,
once the grand court of the monaftery, but 1s

now
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now a farm-yard. The great gate ftands in a
~ line with the fouth wall of the prefent burial
ground.—I have not found any record refpett-
ing this religious houfe except what appears by
an inquifition taken in the fifteenth of Edward I.
when the manor of Frithelftoke is mentioned as
being given by Robert Beauchamp to canons
of St. Gregory.* This was probably the pe-

riod of its foundation.

In a pafture ealt of the church we found Nar-
ciffus pfeudo-Narciffus growing in vaft profu-
fion.— The people of the village call thefe plants
Gregories—a name that ftruck us on account of
its coinciding with the appellation of the order

to which the neighbouring monaftery belonged.

As we defigned to conclude this day’s jour-
ney at Biddeford, our route now lay through

MoNkLEIGH, a mean village, concerning which

mmr— — =

* Dugdale’s Monaflicon, vals 1, ps 1510

E 4 I know
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I know nothing deferving of mention, except

its being the burial place of Sir William Hank-
ford, who was Chief Juftice of the King’s
bench in the reign of Henry IV. He is erro-
neoufly reported to have been the Judge that
committed Henry, Prince of Wales, to prifon,
and it is faid that, being apprehenfive of the dif-
pleafure of the latter after his acceflion to the
throne, he retired to a country-feat near Monk-

leigh, where, having given orders to his game-

keeper to flay any perfon that entered his park

after a certain hour of the night, he was himfelf

killed by the man through miftake. The latter’

part of the ftory might probably be true,  but it
certainly was not Sir William Hankford who
prefided in the King’s bench on the commit-
ment of Prince Henry. In Stowe* I find Sir
William Gafcoigne exprefsly mentioned as being
the intrepid Chief Juitice, who fo fignally vin-
dicated the dignity of his court and of the laws

o R

® Aunales of England, p, 343;

of

F—
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of which he was the organ.—I know no hiftorian  Deven.
that mentions a different perfon. Galcoigne

was Hankford’s immediate predeceflor.

The river Towridge, when it arrives at Bid-
deford forms (with the addition of the tide) a
: very broad fheet of water ; a few miles from this
town it meets the Taw, and both fall into Barn-
ftaple bay. At Braunton the fands from the
northern {ea have been {o much a.cc:umu]ated,
that they extend to an extraordinary depth over
a tratt of country five or fix miles in length.
They have filled up valleys, and buried trees
and hedges, but in one refpett they may be con-
{idered as ferviceable to the country north of
Barnftaple, as they form a fort of rampart
againft the incurfions of the fea. There is the
additional defence of a ridge of pebbles nearly
three miles long, thrown up by the a&tion of

the waves, -

BipperorDp has to boalt of a noble bridge, a Biddeford.
molt commodious wharf (fituated in the heart

'D_f
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of the town) and a body of water fufficient to
bring up to it vellels of five hundred tons, ex-
cept at the ‘ebb tide, when almoft half the chan-
nel of the river is left dry. The bridge confifts
of twenty-four arches, which were originally
all Gothic, but fome having been in need of
repair are now circular. It was built as early
as the fourteenth century, being begun by Sir
Theobald Granvill. The bifhop of the diocefe
forwarded the work by promifing indulgences
to fuch as would contribute fums of money. It
is certainly a fine piece of architetture.—From
{ftanding quite on a declivity, this town is much
cleaner than fea-ports ufually are, and many of
the ftreets are {pacious and the abode of opu-

lence. As to the bufinels of the port, it appears

' to confift principally in the landing of wool from

Ireland, fith from Newfoundland, and rock-falt
(by a preparation of which they cure their her-
rings) from Liverpool and Warrington. Lime-
burning is a confiderable article of trade at
Biddeford, one hundred tons of Welfh limeftone
being often burned in a day. And here is a

large

e il
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large pottery, the clay of which is brought
from Fremington, near Barnftaple. A flraium

of a fine reddifh fort has been worked to the _

depth of more than twenty feet. It is procured
at as ealy a price as half-a-crown ger ton,
’Wililft obferving the method of glazing the
infide of the earthen ware, I could not help
fhuddering at the effects that feemed likely to
enfue from the praétice (fo prevalent in Devon-
fhire) of keeping cyder in thefe veflels. No
one can be ignorant that lead is employed to

give fufibility to the glaze before it is poured

on the imfide of the pitcher. A liquor like

cyder, that quickly becomes acid, is apt to

unite with the former, and convey into the .

vifcera of thofe unfortunate perfons who drink
it the feeds of diforders fo much the more dan-
gerous, as their caufe is not foon fufpetled.
The dreadful complaint called the Devonfhire
colic 1s certainly to be attributed to the effetts of
lead, which, if wot accidentally diffolved in the
pleafant liquor fo plentifully ufed (becaufe fo

plenti-

Diwom,
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plentifully produced) in this county, has been
too often wilfully mixed with it to impart {weet-
nefs and fofter flavour.* It is to be hoped
that this abominable praélice is now difcon-

tinued.

* The acetous acid diffolving lead acquires quite a faccharine tafte, and
forms what is called by the chemifts faccharum faturni, or fugar of lead,
Cyder, wines, and rum are the liquors from which moft is to be dreaded,
when they are put into leaden or earthen glazed veflels, and the latter
cannot be ufed with too much caution for pickles and preferves,—It is
of the higheft utility to be furnithed with the means of deteéting the
fugar of lead ; thefollowing are recommended (in the Fournal de Phyfique)
by M. Hanneman, who affures us that the liquor he prefcribes, whilfk
it does not precipitate iron, will precipitate lead and copper of a black,
and arfenic of an orange colour.—Mix equal parts of oyfter-thell and
crude fuphur in fine powder, and put them into a crucible; apply a
brifk fire in an air-furnace, fo as to make the erucible of a white heat
for about fiftcen minutes, The mafs when cold and reduced to powder
fhoald be kept in a bottle well ftopped. To prepare the liquor, put one
hundred and twenty grains of the above powder, and one hundred and
eizhty grains of cream of tartar inte a very ftrong bottle, fill it-with wa-
ger, let it boil for an hour, and then cool, Cork the bottle, and fre-
quently thake up the ingredients, After it has ftood fome hours to fet-
tle pour off the clear liquor, and put it into little bottles (containing
about an ounce), having previcufly dropped into each twentydrops of
marine acid, Cork them clofe by means of wax mixed with a little tur-
pentine.  One part of this liquor, with three parts of the wine fuppofed
to contain the noxious particles, will difcover by a black precipitate the
fmalleft quantity of lead, or copper, Pure wines are not difcoloured by
the addition of this liguor.=—As the above procefs, though by no means
difficult, is rather tedious, it were to be withed that chemifts would pre=
gare it for their fhops,

We
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We had no opportunity of going very near
to the fea, on our way to Hartland, until we
reached CLoveLry. Here is a little pier for
veflels, and the harbour is noted for the herring-
fithery. To the fouth-eaft of the village there
is a Roman encampment, of three ramparts,
which the natives diftinguith by the name of
Clovelly-dikes. 1 cannot guels at what period it
was conftruéted.—Very broad, high cliffs of
{late overhang the beach. The land, as it juts
out into the promontory of Hartland, is by no
means remarkable for fertility, nor is it either
novel, or varied enough to be pleafing to the
eye. The foil is partly loamy, with a red tlngc,

and partly {chiftofe and rocky.

We diﬂ:infﬂy faw the ifle of Lundy from
feveral points on the road. Its diftance from

Hartland-point is about four leagues.

HarTLAND has the advantage of a market,
but exhibits an air of poverty that deprefles it
to a level with a Cornifh borough. The face

of

Devor,
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of the country fouthward is perfeétly like that
of the oppofite fide of the Tamar, and the prof-
pet ends with fome boggy heights where that
river and the Towridge have their fource. A
bleak mountainous ridge furrounds the valley
to the north-weft, and entirely intercepts a view
of the Severn, which would in fome meafure

compenfate for the inferiority of the nearer
nbje&s.

We were very little prepared for the finifhed
{cenery that opened as we defcended the road
leading to the Priory, which is fituated in {o
deep a dell that it is overlooked by the eye
from Hartland. Every advantage has been
taken of the fpot to create a pi€turefque and
agrecable fcene, the flopes on each fide being
planted very judicioufly, and the intermediate
lawn opened to a little bridge that crofles. a
{wift, bubbling brook. On the left, as we ap-
proach the grounds, there is a charming drive
pafling clofe under a hanging thicket of great
beauty.—In this thicket we obferved Lichen

vulpinus
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vulpinus adorning with lemon-coloured threads
old branches of oak and ath.—Though built in
a monaftic fathion, with Gothic windows, the
Priory is wholly modern, no remains of the
old ftrutture being left. It is at prefent the
refidence of Colonel Orchard.

. Camden informs us that the monaftery of
Hartland was founded originally by Githa, wife
of the famous Earl Goodwin, in honor of
Nettan, a man of a holy charatter, interred
here. By this foundation, the fociety was made
to confift of Canons fecular, for we find that
Richard Arch-deacon of Poitou (who was en-
“trufted with the management of fome bequefts
made by Geoffry Dynam) fubflituted regulars
of St. Auguftine.*—How long all traces of the

'monaftery have been loft I cannot difcover.

Paffing Hartland church, we climbed the

* Dugdale’s Monaflicon, vol. 1, p. 148,

heights
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heights that rife from the fhore; the lafhes of
the waves now became diftinétly audible, and
the valt fragments of rock {cattered around it
were [een whitened with fucceflive fheets of
froth. As far as we could difcern on either
fide, the cliffs prefented a black flaty front to-
wards the fea. We remarked afterwards a very
fingular pofition of the broad lamine projeéting
from this promontory. They meet each other
(in fome places) like the timbers on the roof
of a houfe, and diverge from a common line
like the down on a guill. Moft of them, how-
ever, underlie to the north-eaft. They are

interfe€ted by veins of white quartz.

Scilla verna (vernal {quill) and Cochlearia

danica grow on the fhore near Hartland-quay.

HarTtLAND-QUAY confifts of about a dozen
decent cottages, and has a commodious little
pier, at which commodities of various kinds, for
the fupply of this part of the country, are

landed from Biddeford and Barnftaple; and
here



WESTERN COUNTIES. 65

here the fithermen and coafters find good fthelter
againft the fouth-wefterly winds, by mooring

under the eminences.

In the old authors we find Hartland promon-
tory called Promontorium Herculis,—an appel-
lation that originated, according to Dr. Stukely,*
from the Tyrian Hercules having arrived here
at the head of a colony. The Dottor feems
to have never been at a lofs to {upply whatever
hiftory has left either vague or unrecorded, by
conjetture. That the Phenicians might have
vifited this {pot, and that they might have named
it after the great hero of their nation, is far from
being improbable ; in fuppofing, however, that
Hercules himfelf made a voyage to Britain, we
fhould not only embody what many learned men
have believed to be a mere emblem (denoting
the courfe of the fun through the twelve figns

of the zodiac), but even, if fuch a perfonage

* See his Aecount of Abury and Stonehenge, p. 51

VYOL, II. F did

Devon,



Devon,

66 OBSERVATIONS ON “ix

did ever exift, render his life ftill more marvel-
lous than it has been reprefented by the moft
fabulous writers. He muft have vifited the
Rock named after him in Campania ; the Haven,
in Liguria; the Grove, in Germany ; and the
Promontories in Mauritania and Galatia, as well
as in Britain.—What a traveller!—It 1s molt
rational to conclude that all thefe fpots obtained
their appellations rather from having been dedi-
cated to, than a€tually vifited by, thehero, and
that his votaries were prompted to pay him
particular honors wherever they met with ob-
jeéts of unufual grandeur, or had been fuccefsful
in exertions of ftrength and prudence. Our
imperfeét knowledge of the tranfattions of the
Phenicians in Britain, and of the extent of their
navigation, may be afcribed to their jealoufy of
the Greeks, from whom they would cautioufly
conceal every thing that could guide them to

the fource of fo much profit.

Returning through Biddeford, and traverfing

a Very
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a very pleafing and diverfified country, we came

to Barnftaple.

The river Taw, which takes its rife on the
mountains of Dartmoor, from being joined by
the Moul and a great number of brooks, ac-
quires a confiderable breadth, though as a
haven it is become too fhallow, not being able
to {fupport thips of more than two hundred tons
in burthen. The great increafe of fand in its
channel occafions the neighbouring fields being
overflowed at {pring-tides.—Few towns have a
more neat and comfortable appearance than
BarnstarLe. It contains at leaft four thou-
fand inhabitants. There are profperous manu-
fattories of waiftcoats, filk ftockings, &c. and
a variety of articles are exported. A ftately
bridge of fixteen arches croffes the river. It
was built (Leland fays) by one of the Tracys,
who held the caltle fome time. Sir William
Tracy, who was concerned in the murder of
Arxch-bifhop Becket, was probably of this fa-
mily, for Gibfon tells us that he refided fome

F 2 years
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years at the village of Mort, in this neighbour-
hood, and, contrary to the report (propagated
by the monkifh writers) of all the murderers
having died within three years, he furvived the
perpetration of the deed fwenty three.—None
of the works belonging to the caftle are now to
be found, except the mount, which might f{till
ferve to erett a battery upon, being fituated on

the edge of the river, near its confluence with
the North-Ewe.

At this place was educated the learned John
Juell, Bifhop of Salifbury, who wrote the
““ Apologia Ecclefie Anglicane,”—a work re-
markable for its elegant ftyle, as well as
good fenfe. It is remarkable enough that his
great theological antagonift Thomas Harding,
Profeflor at Louvain, received his education in
the fame {chool.*

Mr. Hill, of Barnftaple, from whom we re-

* Gibfon’s Camden, firft edition, p. 35,
| ceived
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ceived much information and attention, had  Devone
the goodnefs to thew us feveral rare {ubjeéts
of Natural Hiftory which he had colletted
in this part of the county. Among thefe was
Afterias pappofa (Helianthemoides, of Pennant)
from the bay; fpecular iron-ore, from near
South-Moulton ; brownifh carbonate of lead,
from Combe-Martin, &c. &c.—1 have been
informed that baro-felenite is found in this
neighbourhood, but from the great refemblance
which the lead above-mentioned bears to {ome
ftates of that fubftance, in its ponderofity,
colour, &c. I cannot help {ufpeéting that 1t has
been miftaken for the former, and that the {up-
pofed barytes is no other than a metallic car-
bonate. I muft beg leave to repeat, that this

1s mere coﬂjaﬂure.*

# Sign, Sevarcfi, a gentleman eminently fkilled in Mineralogy (whofe
tour in the north of Devon was nearly contemporary with my own) re-
marked to me that a like miftake was made with refpect to a cryftallized
{ubftance found near Caftle-hill, which, from a fimilarity of externa
facies, has been pronounced a weofire.—Calcareous infiltrations filling
the cavities of other ftones (Mr, Kirwan obferves) are frequently mif-
taken for zeolites,

F 3 The



DW&H-

'?C‘.' OBSERVATIONS ON THE

SN, e ey

The coaft begins to projeét, eaftward of the
bay of Barnftaple, but at length fweeping round
again to the right, it runs pretty ftrait to the
termination of the county, and prefents features
of great magnitude and boldnefs about Ilfra-
combe and Linton. To thefe points we now

diretted our courle.

A very barren, uninterefting tra& foon fuc-
ceeds the cultivation and beauty fo confpicuous
in the environs of Barnftaple. Towards Ilfra-
combe, however, the country aflumes a very
peculiar and diftorted afpett, being broken into
vaft knolls, fteep precipices, and irregular hol-
lows. The nearer we approach the coaft, the
more wild and uncommon is the contour of the
landfcape, and the road feen}s fometimes, at a
diftance, ftopt by tremendous gaps, forbidding
any farther progrefs ;—at length it winds down
an immenfe declivity, and brings us within fight
of Ilfracombe. The fantaftic effe€t of the
{urrounding fcenery is now loft; its features,
which, like the ftrange diftortions of a diftant

cloud
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cloud, the imagination clothes with fomething of ~ Devon,

horridnefs, become fuddenly melted down into

forms more familiar.

The fituation of ILrrAcoMBE is truly roman-
tic, and the neighbouring eminences command
a magnificent {weep of the Briftol Channel, with
the Welfh coaft beyond. The port is a beau-
tiful natural bafon, fheltered by craggy heights
that are overfpread with foliage. Ships find
{afety here when it is dangerous to run into the
mouth of the Taw, and they have the conveni-
ence of an excellent pier and quay, which to-
gether form three fides of a fquare. The town
confifts chiefly of one ftreet, full a mile long.
It has a neat, healthy appearance, and is faid to
contain about two thoufand inhabitants,—The
church ftands at the upper part of the town;
and there is a chapel, on a fort of knoll,
which may be called St. Michael’s Mount in
miniature, being joined to the main land only
by a narrow neck. On this little mount we
have a moft delightful fea-view, and by the help

F 4 of
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of a telefcope may diftinguith many of the
mountains of Wales. The diftance of the

coalt of Glamﬂrganﬂlirc 1s about nine 1eagues.

Smyrnium  Olufairum (Alexanders) grows
wild under the walls of the chapel, and here
we found a fingular grit, forming the fubftance
of the rocks, the glittering {urface of which led
us at firft to imagine that they confifted of a
fine gneifs. This grit is extremely hard, and
heavy from containing a good deal of iron; its
lamellar fraélure and the preponderance of the
magnefian charafler in its externa facies render
it proper to be clafled among the rocks allied
to killas. In faft, the argillaceous flate pre-
vailing about Ilfracombe feems in many places
juft about to make a tranfition 1nto killas, and
we confidently anticipated its appearance in the

neighbouring mines.

From a defire of examining accurately the
mineral produtions of all this part of the
county, before we proceeded to Linton we

refolved
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refolved to vifit Combe-Martin,—a village fur-
rounded by lodes of iron and lead. We were
little aware of other circumftances that render

it worthy of notice.

Our road condufted us through a bold,
mountainous country abounding with fpots moft
highly picturefque; unlefs when it dipped into
a glen, we had the advantage of the fea in our
views, but it was in thefe glens that the {everal
portions of the landlcape arranged themfelves
with moft effett.—A village-church, about a
mile from Combe-Martin is fituated to peculiar
advantage, and overlooks a valley in which the
projetting declivities form various fine lines,
and become excellent materials for the employ-

ment of the pencil.

We found Comse-MarTIN placed in a dale,
along which it extends at leaft a mile from the
fea-thore. The {cenery of the latter is really
magnificent ; its more prominent parts are fin-
gularly ftriking, and have the happieft accom-

pani-

Dewven,
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paniments 1maginable. A well-broken, lofty
pile of rocks rife on one fide of a little creek,
and conftitute the termination of a ridge deli-
cioufly wooded towards the village,and anfwered
by hills of equal boldnels oppofite. From the
brows of the rocks hang a few tufts of foliage,
{pared by the rude blafts of the main ; the waves
buffet the partial verdure at their bafe. The
road winds down by two or three tempeft-torn
cottages, which a painter would confider inefti-
mable, as they are exaflly on that part of the
precipice where he himf{elf would have placed
them for the advantage of his pifture. It is
impoflible to conceive a {cene more fuitable to
his ftudy, but he would have found the trani-
ferring of it to paper at this time impractticable
on account of the boifterous ftate of the wea-
ther. A heavy rain falling, we feated ourfelves
in a little grotto oppofite, where, however, we
were as much incommoded by the {pray of the
agitated {ca, as without by the moifture from the
fky. Yet we could not refrain from gazing
with admiration at this grand and well arranged

affems
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allemblage of objetts, the effeét of which was in
faét heightened by the very circumftances that
were an inconvenience to our perfons, the waves
rolling with a terrific rage, and heavy vapours
fpreading a fombre hue as they {wept over the
alpine head-lands. '

€€ Madidis Notus evolat alis

¢ Terribilem picea teftus caligine vultum,

‘¢ Barba gravis nimbis, canis fluit unda capillis,

¢¢ Fronde fedent nebulz, rorant pennzque finufque,”

bt

VIRGIL.

The fea enters a little cove at Combe-
Martin, commodious for the mooring of fmall
vellels; and here the produce of the mines is
fhipped for Wales and Briftol. The manor of
this village, Gibfon fays, in the reign of Henry I.
belonged to Martin de Tours, a Norman baron,
from whom, I guefs, the latter part of its name
muft have been derived.—There is no curiofity,
in the way of antiquities, except an old manor-
houfe. This building, by its ruinous afpeét,
frefhens the melancholy with which we are ac-
cultomed to reflett on the decline of the honeft

hol-

Dezon,
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hofpitality of our fore-fathers, and added to
the romantic afpeét of the fcenery around, the
{eclufion of the fpot, and its remotenels from
any other {peétacles than thofe of purely rural
life, awakens emotions that minds of a contemp-
lative turn love to indulge.—The manfion has
long been deferted by its proprietors, and,
though flill tenanted by a farmer, approaches
the laft ftage of decay.—This village affords
none but the moft coarfe accommodations,—
a circumitance which we regretted as being
likely to deter travellers of more nicety than
curiofity or enthufiafm from beftowing on this
charming {pot the attention it might otherwile
command from them.—The {oil, though not
naturally fertile hercabout, with proper manage-
ment may be rendered fo; but the induftry of
the inhabitants has been excited by other views
than "thofe of agriculture. In the reign of
Edward I. they began to work to advantage
the veins of galena, rich in filver, that run in
numerous courfes through the neighbc}uring
hills. Edward III. is faid to have derived

great
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great benefit from thefe mines during his war Devem
with France, as did alfo Henry V. In Eliza-
beth’s time, a very produttive lode was dif-
covered in the land of a Mr. Roberts, and the
ore was refined, with great fkill, by Sir Beavis
Bulmer, a famous metallurgift of that age. A
cup made with the filver was prelented to Wil-
liam, Earl of Bath, having the following quaint

infcription on it: viz.

¢ In Martin’s Combe long lay I hid
¢ Obfcur’d, deprefs’d with grofeit {foyle
¢ Debafed much with mixed lead
¢¢ Till Bulmer came, whofe fkill and toyle
«« Refined me {o pure and cleene
¢ As richer no wher els is feene,
¢ And adding yet a furder grace
¢ By fafhion he did enable
¢ Me worthy for to take a place
< To ferve at any prince’s table.
¢¢ Combe Martin gave the ufe alone
¢ Bulmer fyning and fafhion.
Anno noftrz falutis 1593

L3

Reginz virginis 35
Nobilifimo viro Willielmo Comiti Bathon: Locum-tenents
Devoniz et Oxon.”*

# Welton’s MS, quoted in the Topographer, vol, 4, pa 185,
The
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The veins of metal about Combe-Martin have

a direttion (like moft of thofe in Cornwall)
nearly from eaft to weft, underlying towards the
fouth. They appear juft below the furface of
the ground, and have thercfore been worked
with little trouble and at a trifling expence.
The galena has yielded from twenty to one
hundred and fixty-eight ounces of filver per
ton, the fame quantity of lead fetching from
fixty to feventy pounds. Veins of quﬁrtz in-
terfe€t the killas, (which is of the bluifh kind,)
and thefe are covered with a good deal of
brown carbonate of iron and ferrugineous
ochre. Following the courfe of a ridge eaft-
ward of the valley to the fea, we came to a mine
of iron worked on the fide of the cliffs; this
fpot is called Hangdown-hill, and produces a
great quantity of argillaceous iron ore. The
principal vein is in many places two inches
thick, clofely walled with killas, and nearly of
the fame colour. The captain boafted of its
being equal in richnefs to the Welch iron.—
The ground having been thoroughly ranfacked
and
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and explored near the furface, and indeed many
yards below it, it can now yieid but little lead
without deeper workings and the advantage of
adits, &c. for draining off water, which would
require a confiderable capital and great encou-
ragements. It has therefore happened that the
villagers have now in a manner relinquithed
their fubterraneous concerns, but they are
fanguine in their expettations, and anxious for
fome {pirited exertions being made by the opu-
lent, who feem very averfe, in this part of the
county, from indulging fpeculations on mining

affairs,

From the many obfervations I have had an
opportunity of making on killas, I am induced
to think that this fubftance is very nearly allied
to micaceous rock, and that the latter may be
often found imperceptibly paffing into the for-
mer. At Combe-Martin we remarked lamine
of blue killas terminating in filvery tran{parent
edges exattly fimilar both in texture and ap-

pearance to mica; they adhered to quartz. It
would

Dewvon.
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would have been a gratifying difcovery to have
found this vein (as it confifted of two of the
conflituent parts of granite) communicating
with {fome granitic rocks, but none of the latter
appear north of Dartmoor. The killas termi-
nates towards South-Moulton, and likewife
weftward, in argillaceous flate, and is bounded
to the eaft by mountains of another nature, as I

{hall explain prefently.

Our progrefs to Linton had been interrupted
by the various objeéls of curiofity that prefented
themfelves at Combe-Martin, but in being re-
tarded fome time by {uch circumftances, we
could not help confidering our main views
much forwarded. Bidding adieu to this romantic
village, we fet out at length for Linton, not
expelling a fuperior grandeur in the {cenery
on this ride.

The ruggednels and undulations of the roads
in North Devon hitherto had not intimidated
us, and we had retained our {eats on our horfes

n
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in tolerable. fecurity. Now it began to appear
prudent to truft to none but our ownlegs. In
delcending into the glens with which the country
is here furrowed to a frightful depth, a traveller
would be diftruftful even of a Welfh poney.—
Between Combe-Martin and Linton the moun-
tains exhibit an outline of much {fublimity, and

affume pofitions extremely picturefque.

There is a very remarkable glen about five
miles from the former of the above mentioned
villages. The road, juft after leaving a little
hamlet, winds down with great fteepnels into a
very rocky, narrow pafs, flanked by enormous
fwells, which are deftitute of verdure and have an
uniformly craggy {urface, as if the earth had juft
yawned, and time had not aflifted the efforts of
vegetation. The want of wood we do not here
lament, for the {cene has d;ignity enough to fup-
port itfelf without it. At the interfettion of
another pafs with the former, the fimple decora-
tion of a fingle clump of trees produces as much
relief as could be wifhed for. A rapid brook

Mo, 11, G rolls

Dl"l!ﬂ?hl



Devon.

82 OBSERVATIONS ON THE

rolls through the valley under a bridge placed

and conftrutted on purpofe almoft, one would

" imagine, to render the combination of objefts

for a pitture complete, for, with the trees, it
forms an admirable fore-ground, and it is

backed by acclivities which open to the Severn
with the grandeft effett.

Still prﬂccediﬁg along chafm-like hollows, we
at length began to alfcend, and came to fome
elevated ground, whence -we perceived rﬂck}*
precipices at a diftance, towards the fea, thickly
clothed with wood. We had no idea that our
road would foon turn fuddenly to the left, and
conduét us through this beautiful covert.
From the fummit to the bottom the mountains
were overfpread with oak, the branches below
almoft bathing in the briny current of the
Severn. Their brows were at too great a dif-
tance above us to be feen through the foliage ; in
looking downwards to the fhore, our apparent
height above the main was increafed by the oc=
cafional projeétion of the rocks, fo that imagi-

nation
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nation had its full fcope in the contemplation of  Dewon.
this uncommon fcenery. Every ftep was quite
on romantic ground. New features, newem-
bellifhments, new combinations continually rofe
into view.— Our rapture rendered us infenfible
to fatigue, though we had long been obliged to
follow on foot a devious, indiftinét traét thau
now funk with terrific fteepnefs, now alcended
with an almoft infurmountable perpendicularity.
If the reader would form fome idea of its rug-
gednefs, let him figure to himfelf the pavement
of a ftreet torn up by a plough, and the largeft
fragments of ftone that are ufed retaining an
eret pofition.—At length, wood and foliage va-
nifhed entirely, and a fcene {furprifingly gro-
tefque and wild unfolded it,—a valley, bounded
byF large naked rocks, or rather fragments of
rocks, piled one upon another. The heights on
each fide were of a mountainous magnitude,
_but compofed, to all appearance, of loofe un-
equal mafles, which form here and there rude
natural columns, and are fantaftically arral;gcd
along the fummits fo as to refemble extenfive

G 2 : | ruins
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ruins impending over the pafs.  Vaft fragments
overfpread the valley, and, which way foever
we turned our eyes, awful veftiges of convulfion
and delolation prefented themfelves, infpiring
the moft {ublime ideas.—An old man, mounted
on a mule, who pafled us and obferved our
filent wonder, announced to us that we were in

the VALLEY OF STONES.

Advancing into this extraordinary valley, we

had a grand view of the Severn through an ab-

‘rupt opening in the rocks. Taking’a retrofpeét,
we caught one of the hills we had paffed retir=-

ing behind the mountains to the fouth, but ftill -

{hewing its conical, wood-encircled fummit with

the moft happy effe€t.—A fort of natural pillar

~ prefently attralted our notice, mantled venera-

bly with ivy and mofs, and thrufting itfelf for-
ward from the fleep with a bold perpendicu-
larity.  Surely, we exclaimed, this muft be the
work of human hands, which have thus piled
thefe huge rocks on each other for fome purpofe
of fuperftition ;—the fd]emnity of the fituation

perhaps
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perhaps appeared to the Druids well {uited to
the objefts of their facred ceremonies! On
clofer infpe&-ion, however, we were compelled
to afcribe the architeture to nature alone, for
none but herfelf could have placed the maffes
fo as to preferve the direélion of the grain
throughout in fuch a perfett parallelifim, or
- joined them with fuch nicety. As fhe is often
fantaftic in her workmanfhip, there is no reafon
why, at the time of fome great convulfion, {he
jhould have not erefted regular columns and
groupes of rocks in the Valley of Stones as well
as among the granite hills of Cornwall, or in the
bafaltic cave of Fingal.—As we proceeded, the
acclivities gradually became lefs’ broken and
craggy, and at laft afflumed an afpeét rather ver-
dant and compofed. Immenfe blocks of ftone,
however, {till covered the valley. Diftance
fometimes almoft impofed on our judgment, and
we were often about to attribute the grotelque
arrangements we witnefled to the efforts of art,
but attentive obfervation always brought us back

to a different conclufion ; partially counterfeit-
T ing
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ing defign, as if to fport with her fpettators, na-
ture confefled in a wanton eccentricity that the
diftribution was all her own.—Traces of culti-
-vation and human induftry now obtruded them-
felves through the broad gap of the valley, and
expelled thofe pleafing ideas of folitude and fe-
clufion which the primaval wildnefs and filence
of thefe fublime {cenes had at firft iﬁfpired. Our
attention, engroffed by the novelty of their ef-
fett, had not yet been employed on an examina-
tion of the nature and compofition of the rocks,
of which, inftead of dwelling on what words
can but very faintly delineate, it is now time
that I fhould make {ome mention. A They con-
it of a fine-grained argillaceous grit, of a la-
mellar fraéture, and in fome inftances friable and
loofe-textured. The colour is internally a blu-
ifh grey, and minute particles of mica may be
diftinguifhed throughout the mafs; the latter
varies extremely both in fize and fhape.—The
length of the valley I imagine to be nearly a
mile. In width, towards the village of Linton,
(which is fituated near its caftern extremity) it

mealures
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meafures full three hundred-feet, but not fo
much at the oppofite end, where the gap is very
evidently narrower. The firft idea that offers

itfelf, in fpeculating on the origin of this extra-

ordinary pals, is that it muft have been the

courfe of a vaft and violent torrent, which, from
the broad openings towards the fea, and the
more craggy, torn furface of the mountains,
would feem to have poured itfelf into the Se-
vern at the weftern extremity.—Conje&ture has
great {cope whenever a fcene occurs fo novel
and ftriking as the Valley of Stones.—We love
to account, if only in imagination, for the fe-
veral alpeéts of nature, but in our eagernefs to
difencumber ourfelves of one difficulty, we ge-
nerally precipitate ourfelves into another,—
Whence came this mighty torrent? And by
what procels were thefe fragments, if even
proved to be thus diﬂ;.:rdged by a torrent, piled
on cach other antecedently ? Again, by what
(ftill carlier) operation, were their conftituent
particles of argill and mica blended together ?

G 4 - Thus
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Thus are we perplexed the more we meditate
on the ;nyﬁerious volume of the creation.

We endeavoured to trace the feveral fleps
by which vegetation has advanced in this val-
ley. Many mafles of rock once expofed to
view are now wholly clothed with turf; others
are juft acquiring a -veftment of mofs; whilft
others manifeft ‘only faint figns of incipient
organization. We may form fome notion of
the fucceflion in which one fribe of vegetable
bodies -become f{ubfervient, by the regulated
{feafon of their decay, to the exiftence and fup-
port of another.——On this rock we perceive
Lichen geographicus, L. niger, By/lus antiquitaizs,
and others of the cruftaceous, or lefs perfeét,
divifion of plants unmolefted in their habita-
tions;—but prefently, on anotlfer mafs, L. faxa-
telis, nigrefcens, and fragilis become intruders
on the former. In another place thefe are de-
compofing, and conftitute a ‘pabulum, or mould
for two or three fpecies of Brywm, Lichen unci-
alisy pyxidatus, and other plants of this rank.

Here
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Here again we find further effets of decom-
- pefition, and a thin {oil prepared for the recep-
tion of a Hypnum, or of a little grafs, or laftly,
of the more evidently organized Erica.—As I
amufed myfelf with thefe obfervations, and re-
marked the great prevalence of fome [pecies of
Lichen and the total abfence of others, I was
led to refleét on the aid that this curious tribe
of vegetables affords to mineralogy.—The moft
abundant plant, by far, was L. geographicus’;
L. laéteus, miger, Adert, tartareus, and fragilis
were frequent ; but {carcely any fpecimens of
the common yellow liverwort (L. parietinus)
were to be found. This circumitance would
alone have been {ufficient to fhew that the com-
pofition of the rock was of a peculiar kind.—
L. calcareus and By/[Jus faxatilis being partial to
limeftone, wherever that ftone occurs amongit
others it may at once be diftinguifhed, by thefe
[pecres adhering to it; L. cefius and cupularis
are known to abound only on {late mountains ;
L. furfuraceus feems to prefer granite ; and many

pthers might be pointed out, equally nice with
regard

Dewvon,
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regard to their place of abode.—Sudden vari-
ations then in the compofition of rocks may
often be difcovered at merely a glance, by be-
coming acquainted with their more obvious

vegetable inhabitants.

Linton is furrounded by romantic, bold, and
delightful {cenery.—Our attention was particu-

larly arrefted as we proceeded towards Porlock.

" A path commencing near the church, and

winding down a mountain with a zig-zag, but

Linmouth. ‘precipitous courfe, condutted us to LinmouTH.

My

Here the mountain exhibited a finely broken
flank, clad with bruthwood, and fretted by many
a rapid cafcade ;—but its effe@ was exceeded
by that of another eminence on the oppofite
fide of the little river Lin, efpecially when
viewed in conjunétion with the neighbouring
objetts. Among the meft confpicuous and
pitturefque of thefe objeéts was a bridge of two
arches placed at its bale and croffling a beautiful
brook that comes, bounding over mafles of rock,
down a dark gleng and, after -prf:ﬂing through

the
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the interftices of {ome larger fragments covered
with mofs, is prefently loft in the main. Craggy
heights, rendered partially verdant by ftunted

fhrubs and {canty herbage, occupied the fpace

on our right, the waves of the Severn approaching
on the left, as if in order to render a {cene that
would not feem {ufceptible of additional em-
bellifhments dependent on itfelf for a portion
of dignity. |

Quitting with regret the little fequeftered

village of Linmouth,—a village rivalled in

fituation by few places even of the oppofite
more celebrated fhore,—we were obliged to
climb the mountain that made {o proud an ob-
- . jett in our landfcape, and in our toil paid dearly
for the pleafure, afforded us by its pitturefque
grandeur. When we had gained the fummit,
however, we were fully reconciled to the de-
mands made on our breath and ftrength, by the
vaft azure expanfe, the crowd of towering hills
beyond it, and the tremendous rocky {lopes
beneath us that now came in ;_{riew. To con-

template

Devong
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Devors  template the precipice, indeed, was to fhudder,
there being an uninterrupted defcent towards
the fea of at leaft twelve hundred feet.—The
perfe€t infipidity that we afterwards witneffed
on our road was, on the whole, advantageous,
confidered as a contraft, to the {cenery in the
vicinity of Porlock, which, if it had immediately
{ucceeded the beauties of Linmouth, we might
not have gazed at with fo much emotjon,

SOMERSETSHIRE

CONTINUED,

Just within the boundaries of this county,

Eatt- and about two miles from the coaft ftands EasT-
Farlock, Porrock, a {mall market-town, frequented
only as being on the high road to Minehead

and
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and the little port of Weft-Porlock. The
fpire of the church feems at a diftance as if it
*had been deprived of its point by a hurricane
or fome fuch accident, but, the fa&-is, its
obtufenefs was a part of the original defign, and
might, in the imagination of the archite, have

been confidered as an elegance.

West-Porrock has a quay and pier; lime
and coal are landed here from Wales, and
feveral articles from other places.—This village
is fituated at the corner of a beautiful bay ter-
minating a fort of femicircular area, which is
almoft entirely enclofed by hills, and fmiles
with verdure and cultivation. Boffington-point,
forming the eaftern and oppofite corner, prefents
a grand fcene of craggy rocks, {ome torn from
the main land, others hollowed into caverns by
frequent tempefts, and the reft elevating them-
felves in the boldeft manner to the height of full
three hundred feet.—On the eminences above
the village there are hanging woods of beech,
oak, and elm, which, with the crags pecping

above
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above the foliage, have an uncommon richnefs
and luxuriance of effett.  Stretching along the -
mountains that flope towards the Severn, and .
encircling their feet aswell as their brows, this
continued thicket tempted us to ramble through
the fhady mazes, in fearch of their botanical pro«
duce. The feafon not being {ufficiently advanced
for bringing many of the more perfeét plants into
fruétification, we were occupied chiefly by the
cryptogamous clafs, and obferved feveral fpecies
that deferve (at leaft in this diftrit) to be ranked
among the rarer ones, {uch as Bryum wverticil-
'Iaduﬁ:-:, Hypnum compreffum, Lichen cochleatus,
[erobiculatus, and apthofus.—A path not more
than two feet wide, winding in a zigzag manner
along the declivities, and continually interrupted
by projeétions of rock and roots of trees brought
us to the romantic village of Currsone. Here
our admiration was excited more than ever.—
This village flands in a narrow cove, or recels
about four hundred feet above the level of the
.fea, which prefenting itfelf in front, with the
mountains of Wales (now become more diftinét)

in
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in the horizon, whilft exuberant tufts of beech,
poplar, and mountain-afh, mingled together with
the moft wanton variety, wave from the rocky
amphitheatre above, the fpectacle exhibits
beauty and fublimity united, to a furprifing and
enchanting degree. During {ome months in
the year, the fun fheds but a tranﬁmf}r beam on
this fequeftered fpot, being hid by the furround-
ing heights, and the quiet of the few fecluded
cottagers who have their abodes here is rarely
interrupted but by the murmur of the billows, or

the voices of the feathered tenants of the woods.
 —What a fweet train of peaceful, yet elevated

ideas fuch fcenes will naturally excite! Thele

are the objeéts which captivate the contempla-

tive man. When recalled to the portal of that
wide manfion where ¢ the bufy hum” of the
more aftive part of his fpecies 1s heard, it is not
to be wondered at if he fhould ofien look back
with emotions of regret and tendernels to the
ferenity of nature, On the other hand he who
has been involved, during a long period, in the
multifarious cares, and inquictudes, and con-

tentions

Samerfels
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tentions of life, will be incapable of feeling the

refined fenfations, which the former fofters with

{o much ardor, nor will he

€ -exempt from public haunts,
¢t Find tongues in trees, books in the running brooks..
¢ Sermons in ftones, and good in every thing.”

The road to Minehead lies between feveral
noble eminences, the fteep fides of which are
cither ornamented with broad patches of wood,
or covered with excellent herbage for fheep.
The vallies are fingularly fertile, being over«
fpread with a ftrong deep [oil, and moiftened by
numerous rivulets. A bold hill called Dunkery-
beacon, on the right, continues confpicuous a
long way, a mountainous ridge, which inter-

cepts a view of the fea, extending towards
Minehead on the left. :

MiNEHEAD is a borough and fea-port town,
of a fhape fomewhat triangular, one part of it
being fituated on the eaftern {lope of a vaft hill
called Minchead-point ; the quay lies under the

brow
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brow of the latter, which rifes to the height of
fix or feven hundred feet, and 1is cultivated on
the land fide quite to the top.—A great trade
was once carried on between the Straits and
this place, and there were alfo extenfive con-
_cerns with the Weft-Indies. At the begin-
ning of the prefent century I find that upwards
of four thoufand barrels of herrings were ge-
nerally fhipped here annually. The herring-
fithery is now, however, nearly at an end, the
fifh having in a manner deferted this coaft. To
what caule this alteration in the courfe of their
migrations is to be afcribed it is difficult to
determine, but their caprice with refpeét to their
’haunts is very remarkable. Mr. Pennant in-
forms us that they delerted for fome years the
coalts of Cardiganfhire, and frequented thofe of
Cacrmarthenfhire and Flintfhire.* The prin-
cipal trade of Minchead at prefent confifts in

the importation of wool from Ireland and coal

— —
e —— ——

* Britifh Zoology, vol. 3, p. 336.

VOL. 11. H ffom
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from Wales. With regard to exports, oak-
bark and grain have been the chief articles.
The population of the town feems to have de-
crealed with its trade, and it has fuffered from
no lefs than three dreadful fires. Ruins of
houfes are frequent ; many entire m'lcs_‘tnﬂ ap-
pear to be uninhabited.—The church ftands in
a very elevated fituation, commanding a fine
diverfified profpeét to the fouth-eaft, and is a
Jarge ftruéture, with an embattled tower ninety
feet in height. Here lie the athes of the cele-
brated Henry Braton, whofe mutilated effigies
may be feen on the north fide of the chancel -
under a fort of _fhrine, which has been much
damaged. He is reprefented on the tomb in
his judge’s robes, but we could difcover no in-

fcription.

A grand range of lofty hills, running from
Minehead towards Old-Cleeve, and the beauti-
ful, rich vale ﬁretclﬁing between them and the
Severn contribute to render the fituation of
DunsTer CastLE particularly pleafing. The

latter
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latter we were anxious to vifit, and had certainly
no reafon to regret taking up our abode at the
neat town from which it takes its name. Standing
~on a fteep knoll, which commands a view of the
whole valley and the {ea beyond, this caftle has
an air of grandeur that we are accuftomed to
look for in every ftruéture of this nature, but
frequently find wanting. Its form is obﬂ:mg.
There is a gate-houfe apart from the body of
the building, the intermediate {pace being a ter-
race bounded each way by an embattled parapet,
and having at one corner an ancient turret,

which is probably a part of the original caftle,
eretted by Sir William de Mohun. The Mo-

huns were a family of the firft note, from the

time of the Conqueror (who beftowed on them

this manor) to_the reign of Edward III. when
the male line became extin&, and their eftates
in thefe parts came into the polleflion of Lady
Elizabeth Luttrell, of Chilton, in Devonfhire.
Sir Hugh Luttrell, who attended Henry V. in
his French war, was the fon of this lady, and the

caftle has been from that period the refidence of
H 2 his

Somerfets
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his pofterity.* The preflent building indeed,
from the ftyle, cannot be of an earlier date than
Elizabeth’s reign. With regard to its military
hiftory, I do not find that any remarkable event
occurred here until the time of Charles I. when
it was taken pofleffion of by the Marquis of
Hertford, Taunton and Bridgewater alfo having
juft then fallen into the hands of the Royaliits.
Francis Wyndham, who commanded under the
Marquis, and was dexterous erough to bring
about the furrender without much bloodfhed,

was appointed Governor.T

The famous William Prynne was fome time .
confined in Dunfter Caltle, By a warrant from
Prefident Bradfhaw. Whether he employed
himfelf in‘writing here, as he did in the other
places where he was.imprifoned, I cannot learn,
but, by Wood’s account, this itch was a never-

* The prefent pofleflor is John Fownes Luttreﬁ, Efq.

4+ Clarendon’s Hiffory of the Rebellion, wol. 3, p« 276,

failing
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failing refource to him, and from the aftonifhing
bulk of his works, one would think (as our an-
tiquary fays) that he muft have written a fheet
every day of his life. Hudibras, however, is
rather farcaftic on the fubje& of his genius, and
would induce, us by the following lines to con-
clude that this I;eerlefs feribbler loved his pot as

much as his pen.

“ Thou that with ale or viler liquors
Did’ft infpire Wythers, Pryane, and Vicars,
And teach, though it were in defpighte
Of nature and thé ftars, to write,”’—&c.*

Near Dunfter church, which is fituated in a
hollow between the caftle and the town, there
was formerly- a priory, founded by Sir Wil-
liam de Mohun, and annexed as a cell to the
Abbey of St. Peter at-Bath, being filled with

Benediétine monks.t¥ Some remains of this

* Needham fays that Prynne was ¢ one of the greateft paper-worms
that ever crept into a clofet,” Another writer tells us that * his fludy
and reading was not only a wearifomnefs to the flefh but to the ears.”

Wood’s Athenz Oxon. vol. 2, p. 438.

't' Collinfon’s Hiflory of Somerfety vol. 2, p, 16,

H 3 building
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building -may be difcovered on the fouth-eaft
fide of the church-yard.

It muft have been often remarked that the
churches in Somerletfhire are in general more
handfome and more modern than we often fce
in other counties; fome of my readers perhaps,
may not be aware to what this circumftance is
to be attributed. During the calamitous con-
tentions between the houfes of York and Lan-
cafter, this county manifelted a very zealous
attachment to the latter, and won to fuch a de-
gree the gratitude of Henry VII. that, as foon

as -he mounted the 1111‘0:1&,' among other fignal

~ marks of royal favor, he built a great number

of churches for the natives. The Gothic order
began to affume about this period a very florid
ftyle ; hence the ornamental finifhing fo confpi-
cuous on the towers of the new fabrics. Bifhop’s
Huifh church I have before particularized on
account of its elegance and elaborate workman-
fhip, and another remarkable example of the

decarated
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decorated architeéture of this reign is the
church of Dunfter, which is large and lofty,
and has a ftrong, handfome tower rifing from
the centre. It is a curious circumitance that
the monks and the parifhoners could not agree
‘well enough to make ufe of the fame part of
the building for their religious fervices, the
former having had the eaftern half for their
quire, and the vicar the weftern. This divifion
took place in the year 1499, and fince the Dif-
{olution no ufe whatever has been made of the
conventual part, which contains {everal mo-
numents and atchievements belonging to the

Mohuns and Luttrells,

Eaftward from Dunfter there is a very lofty
hill, or beacon, with a profpeét-houfe on ‘the
top built by Mr. Luttrell. Evident traces of

an entrenchment may be obferved on the north-

welt fide, and I think it is highly probable that

this {pot was the fite of the old fortrefs faid to

have been erefted near Dunfter by onc of the
H 4 - Wﬁﬁ,—-

SE?H'I {'}f# [
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Weft-Saxon kings.* The prefent ruins are ar-
tificial, but (even at a fhort diftance) very likely

to be miftaken for real.

Unwilling to omit any relics of ﬁntiquity,
efpecially when we knew them to be conti-
guous to other objefts of our purfuit, we re-
folved to vifit the village of Old Cleeve, re-
markable for the remains of an abbey. Wekept
the Watchett road fome time, by which means
we did not yet lofe fight of Dunfter Caftle.
We caught it in various points of view, and
with- various accompaniments, which in gene=
ral were very pifturefque. The flag waving
from the battlements overtopped the {urround-
ing foliage for fome miles. Our road brought
us at laft to the beach, which is perfe&ly flat
and fandy to a confiderable diftance from Mine-
head, and, from the adjoining lands being fre-
quently -overflowed by the fea, the paftures here

* In Dnm-:!:day book I find Dunfter called Torre; this appellation evi=
gently originated from the hill abovementioned,

exhibit
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exhibit a moft exuberant afpe&. The tide ebbs

almoft a mile below high-water mark.

We now deferted the Watchett turnpike, and
a circuitous track, touching at {everal little
hamlets, at laft brought us to the Assev. The
foil in the vicinity is fo fertile that, in the old
charters and writings, this {pot is denominated
Vallis florida, or the flowery valley. It was
certainly well calculated for a religious retire-

ment, and enough remains to prove that the

Samarﬁ %

Cleeve Ab-
bey,

abbey itfelf was not without great commodiouf=

nefs, and even magnificence. The buildings
formed a quadrangle, three fides of which are
ftill perfeét. There are no veftigés of the
north fide, but I conceive that the chapel muft
have ftood here; the fite is at prefent occupied
by a fhed for horfes and cows. To the fouth
{tands the refeftory, which may even now be
called a noble room, though it is converted into
a granary. It has a fine oak roof, adorned with
various kinds of figures and emblems. The ab-
bot’s apartments occupied the caftern fide, and

oppofite
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oppofite to them, on the weft, were the cells of
the monks, now become ftables, &c. to the ad-
joining farm-houfe. In the abbey-court are a
few trees, which by their age and fombre effeft
increafe the venerable air of thefe monaftic
walls. The whole {feems to have been origi-
nally {urrounded by a moat, and the entrance
into the court was under a large, handfome gate,
ornamented with niches, and infcribed with fen-
tences from facred writ. In front is {een an
image of the Virgin and child, to whom perhaps
this abbey was dedicated. The monks were of
the Ciftercian order, their founder being Wil-
liam de Romara, to whom the manor. of Old
Cleeve belonged. Hugh, Abbot of St. Law-
rence at Revelby, was entrufted :withnthe regula-
tion of the fociety.—In the year 1297 it appears
that there were no lefs than twenty-fix monks
in Cleeve Abbey, the opulence of which muft
have been very great, for it enjoyed the whole of

the founder’s extenfive eftates.* At the Diflo=

e —— e —

* Stevens’s Dugdale, vol, 1, p. 66,

¥
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lution, the malnc:-r of Old Cleeve was grante::_l to
the Earl of Suffex; it is at prefent the property
of Sir James ILanglham, of Cottefbrooke, in
N orthampmn{hire, Bart.

We were defirous of marking the firft appear-
ance of limeftone ; to the' commencement of
this foil we guefled we muft be now approach-
ing. At W ATCHETT narrow flrata of a greyifh
blue {pecies (nearly allied to that of Aberthaw,
in Giamnrganﬂﬂre) are to be traced in the cliffs.
They incline to the north-eaft, and run through
a red marl, which prevails along the coaft two
or three miles, though not far to the eafl of this
town. A great number of ammonite are im-
bedded in the limeftone, as at Lyme* in
Dorfetfhire, and we may conceive the ftratifica-
tion of that fubftance to have depended on
fimilar caufes at both of thefe places:—calca-
reous matter {eems to have oozed, as it were,

from the marl. There is an evident example of it
b

T =

" See page 76, vol, 1,
in

Somerfets
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in the formation of alabafter along the Watchett
cliffs, where are little g;‘ms entirely walled with
this beautiful ftone, which may be {een draining,
almoft under one’s eyes, and concreting into

large {labs on the fhore.* ,

—
—

o
—
—_—
P

* The fpecies of limeflone defcribed above contains a bluifh clay,
{which reddens when calcined) and a few thining particles. Smeaton
could not find any other flone that would anfwer his purpofe -fo well,
when he was building the Edyftone light-houfe, and for this reafon,
—being what architefts call a meagre limeftone, it takes up but little
fand yet forms a harder mortar even in water, -He difcovered indeed that
all ftone which gave a buff-coloured lime had this effect, for inftance
that from Barrow, in this county, and what is dug at Lyme. It is only
the fir fort (or that which being converted into lime takes up the greareft
quantity of fand) that makes good manure.—A mixture of Watchett
limeftone with a large proportion of puzzolana becomes indurated in wa=
ter almoft immediately,—a circumftance which Mr, Kirwan attributes
to the magnetic ftate of the iron contained in the la::ter, for this iron not
being oxydated, yet difperfed throughout the mafs, and thus offering a
large furface, quickly decompofes the water with which it is mixed when

made into mortar, and forms a hard {ubftance analogous-to the fpecular

iron-ore, The fame effect appears in the iron tubes wherein water is
decompoled, if Lavoifier’s experiments, (See his Traire’ de Chimie, tom, T,
p. 93.) One grand ufe of the lime perhaps is to heat the water, which
when cold has not aceefs {o readily to the particles of iron enclofed in
the compaét argill. Dr. Higgins remarks, in his Treatife on Cements,
that if the mortar be long expofed to the influence of the atmofphere,
fixed as well as pure air will unite with the iron and, by forming ruft,
prevent the mafs from hardening,

The
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The town of Watchett is a poor fhabby place,
and its only trade is the freightage of limeftone,
- alabafter, and kelp. There is a commodious,
ftrong pier that was eretted theﬂy under the
infpettion of Sir William Wyndham Bart.
Sir William was Secretary at War, and after-
wards Chancellor of the Exchequer, under
QOueen Anne.

Laver (Ulva Lafluca) grows in prodigious
quantities along this coaft, and is colletted by
the neighbouring peafan'tr}', in order to be {ent
to diftant parts of the country in earthen pots.
When boiled with vinegar and falt, it makes a
pleafant pickle.

Purfuing the road to Bridgwater over the
Ouantock hills, we obtained profpetts of amaz-
ing extent and variety. To the north was the
Severn fea, with feveral objeéts irthe counties
of Glamorgan and Monmouth diftinétly vifible ;

to the ealt and fouth the country feemed fpread

out like a valt map beneath us, {tudded with in- '

numerable

Somerfets
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Semer/ets  numerable towns and villages, clothed with wide

woods, and enamelled with paftures and corn
fields in a boundlefs fucceflion. The fecundity
of this diftri&t creates aftonifhment and delight
in the—prE‘tator; whilft his eyes ramble over fo
finiling a fcene, and he contemplates the pro-
duce of this rich {oil and propitious climate, his
{pirits bound with cheerfulnefls, and his heart
offers involuntary incenfe of gratitude to the
ever aftive energies of nature. The Quantock
hills rife gradually from the coalt a few miles
eaftward from Watchett, and firetch in a fouth-
ealt direttion almoft to Taunton. Their fub-
ftance is a coarfe kind of compound gritftone.
The hills about Linton and Minehead, Dunkery
beacon, and other mountainous eminences in
this part of the country, afford a fimilar {pecies,
with fome traces, occafionally, of killas. . This
latter {ubftance may be obferved to prevail
about Porlock, and alfo near Over-Stowey.*

—_—

* Here the ground has been opened for miniag, and a vein of copper
has been worked. :

On
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On all the above-mentioned hills the vegetable
mould is extrémely fhallow, and the hard ftone
lies immediately under it, but as foon as we de-
{cend to the lower grnunds, we find ared loam,
~which forms a confiderable bed over the grit-
ftone; in this inftance, the gritftone exhibits
lefs appearance of decompofition, and is confe-

quently more compaét.*

After leaving the Quantdck hills, the road
winds confiderably to the right, and 1'};1{17::5
through Over-STOowWEY, a neat, pleafant town,
in a highly agreeable country.—1It then conduéls
us through CannincTon, where we noticed a
fine old manfion (now going to decay) called
the Court Houfe, which, with the manor, be—
longs to Lord Clifford, of Chudleigh. There
was formerly a Nunnery in this village, founded
by Robert de Courcy, about the year 1140.
The church belonged to it, and is (to ule

® Other remarks on the fubje@ of the gritftone and red loam of
Devon and Somerfet may be found in vol. 1, p. 85,

Leland’s

L]

Somerfet.

Over-
Stowey.

Cannington.
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Somerfets  Leland’s own wnrds} “ very fair‘and well g=

dorned.”’

Bridgw ater. Bripcwater* ftands on the banks of the
Parret; from this river, which is navigable for
veflels of much more than one hundred tons in
burthen, it derives great profits. The articles
imported are chiefly timber and coal. A lofty
bridge of three arches has remained here ever
fince the time of King John, though a new one
is now building, the former being too na;mw,
and too ancient not to ftand in need of frequent

repairs.—This town is large and populous, and

has quite a commercial air, but its extent and

confequence were much greater before the wars -

between Charles I. and the Parliament. The
forces belonging to the latter having befieged it

under Sir Thomas Fairfax, they reduced no

e

* It is natural to imagine that the name of this town is derived from |
the bridge. The old hiftories of it, however, inform us that the original

appellation was Brurgh-Walier, or Walter's borough, from Walter de
Douay, te whom the manor was given at the conqueft ;:=—the corruption
of this name into Bridgavarer was ealy enough,

{mall

.
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fmall part of it to afhes. It was on this oc-
cafion that the caftle, though very ftrong and
regularly fortified, was fo far demolithed that
few veltiges of it are now obfervable.* The
ballvum is at prefent a timber-yard, which, being
on the eaftern fide of the river, is the only guide
to the exad fite of the building.—Ca/lle-ficld is
memorable for being the place where the Duke
of Monmouth encamped, before the battle of
Seagemaor.—Al no town, in the weft of Eng-
land, perhaps, are provifions of every kind in
greater profufion than at Bridgwater. The
markets are fupplied from the neighbouring
moors, which feed an incredible number of
cattle, and are the fource of all the various

luxuries afforded by the dairies.

The moors occupy a great portion of the
county of Somerfet, and conlftitute a ftriking

peculiarity in the face of it. The main traét of

* Clarendon’s Hiffory of the Rebellion, vol, 4, ps 675,

VOL. II. i this
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this kind of land is enclofed between the river
Parret and the Mendip hills, though here is not
an uninterrupted flat, the Polden hills and other
eminences of inferior note rearing themfelves in
the midft of it;—Brent and Glaftonbury torrs
are very remarkable protuberances. There is
fcarcely any bottom to be found in fome places,
and, in digging, trees are often met with, many
even ftanding ereft and not diflodged from their
original pofition. It has been remarked (and
this is a curious faft) that moft of thofe which
have been found under the {outh-welt ridge of
Mendip lie with their branches pointed in that
dire€tion. What may have been obferved to
be the general pofture of the multitudes dug up
about Bridgwater I am ignorant,—indeed I
believe they lie in all direftions ;—but the cir-
cumftance above-mentioned is {ufficient to Thew
that they owe their interment to a common caufe,
which ‘caufe muft have been a fudden fubfi-
dence of ground. I think it can fcarcely admit
of a doubt that the fat, clayey foil is the effet
of a continued decompofition of vegetable mat-

ter,
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ter, (this decompofition being occafioned moftly
by the frequent floods which fubmerge vegeta-
tion in low grounds, often for a confiderable
time,) and that it is encreafed befides by the
muddy depofit left by fireams that iffue from
the fides of the neighbouring hills. The true
fubfoil, or rocky bafis of the country is the fub-
ftance compofing the prominent parts, which
may be compared to the bones in an animal
body that are lefs covered by mufcle and fat,
and almoft expofe their furfaces to view. Eaft
of Bridgwater we foon find traces of limeftone,
which difcovers itfelf in {everal pits (opened for
procuring it), wherein the frata are horizontal,
and in every refpett fimilar to the lyas dug about
Somerton. This {pecies contains a large por-

tion of argill, and feems to conneét the grand

tratt of limeftone with the argillaceous grit pre~

vailing more weftward, though the gradation is
maintained ftill more completely by the loofe
marly foil oblervable between thele two f{ub-
ftances, and which may be followed along the
whole margin of the loamy country.

12 Nineteen

Somery/ets
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Nineteen parts in twenty of rich moor land
remain in grafs. The mud of the numerous
drains makes the principal (and almoft the only)
manure. Such is the native richnefs and ftrength
of thefe lands when fown, that fome will yicld
from ten to twelve crops without a fallow.
Thirty-five bufhels of 1;Theat, per acre, have
been yielded annually, for eighteen years fol-
lowing. | |

BrenT-ToRrr has been mentioned before.
This lofty conical eminence, fuppofed to rife to
the height of almaft one thoufand feet above
the level of the fea, is vifible to an immenfe
diftance. There is a large double intrenchment
at the top; the fhape of it has not regularity

enough to determine its date, but, from brafs

~and filver coins of the Roman empire having

been found here, it is reafonable to fuppofe

that the antiquity of this ftation is very great.
As it commands fo extenfive a {pace, its im-
portance has, no doubt, been often experi-

enced.
In



WESTERN COUNTIES, 117

In order to trace the courfe of the limeftone,
we thought it expedient to return to the coaft
between the northern extremity of Mendip and
the river Avon. In all this traét no other
fubftance 1s to be met with, but here it aflumes
a nature and appearance very different from
the lyas. It breaks equally well in any direc-
tion, and the weight is an evidence of it’s
containing a large proportion of iron, which
gives it a black, brown, reddifh, or yellowifh
colour, according to the different degrees of
oxydation. 'When burned it makes a good
lime, and requires but little fire, in comparifon
with many other /pecies. The direétion of the
ftraia is not the fame in every ridge ; about the
Hot-wells they feem to run from fouth-weft to
north-eaft, whereas at Swallow cliff, near Wood-
{pring they are from fouth-eaft to north-weft,
the dip being to the fouth-weft. Veins of
calamine occur in almoft every quarry, though
they are not rich enough to deferve working

much to the north of Mendip.

13 BAN: .
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Banwerr was anclently a place of fome
note, and even now indeed it is far from being
a mean or an inconfiderable village. Here
was once a monaftery (founded by one of the
Weft-Saxon princes) in which the celebrated

Afler fome time prefided, by the appointment

of his patron Alfred.* It was deftroyed, how-
ever, in the time of the Danifh wars, and we
find a gap in its hiftory until the reign of
Edward the Confeffor, who gave the manor to
the Bifhop of Wells, its former pofleflor Harold,
Earl of Weffex, being banifhed the realm for
abfenting himfelf from the great council fum-
moned by that monarch. On the fite of the
monaftery an épifmpal palace was ereéted, by
Bithop Beckington; confiderable remains of
this building are f{till to be feen to the fouth-eaft

of the church-yard. There was a communica-

tion with the latter, though the grand entrance -

was towards the ftreet, where the gate and a part

* Spelman Aeifredi Magni Vita, lib, 2, p. 534

of
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of the front (now converted into ftables) are
very confpicuous. Some Gothic windows are
left in the modernized part, which is fituated

behind, pretty near to the church.

Few fpots command a more lovely landfcape
than the hill above Banwell. We had an op-
portunity of contemplating it under the advan-
tage of a beauytiful fetting fun, which, when
finking behind the Welfh mountains, gave a
fullnefs to their outline, and difplayed to us an
infinite number of magnificent eminences fwel-
ling one above another with an effeé& inconceiv-
ably fublime. The fea rolled with a calm and
placid furface, broken here and there by a
{peck of land, between the two coalts, and on the
caftern fide of it a charming area was fpread
out inter{perfed with villages, meads, and hedge-
rows innumerable, To our right a fine knoll
crowned with oak iﬁlpended over the village,
whillt the noble heights of Mendip behind it,
tinged with a mellow purple, undulated gradu-
ally down into the flat in a north-weft direétion,

1 4 The
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The lofty, elegant tower of the church below us,
appeafiﬁg here bofomed in trees, formed a fort
of index of the departing blaze, preparatory to
the more fober tints in which all the furrounding
objetts were at length to be involved.

In a moft fecluded and unfrequented fpot,
and almoft on the brink of the channel ftand the
ruins of the Priory of Woopserin ¢, which be-
Jlonged to monks of the Auguftine order, a foci-
ety of whom was eftablifhed here about the year
1210 by William de Courtenay.* The con-
ventual church, refettory, and barn are pretty
entire, and, with other detached parts, ferve
to point out the exaf plan of the monaftery.
Little did the original tenants imagine that their

whole premifes were one day to be occupied by

a farmer ;—that the refetory was to be con-.

verted into a cart-houfe; and the church itfelf
into a cellar! Society, however, has little reafon

e

e —

# Collinfon’s Hiffory of Sumerfet, vol, 3, ps 594+

perhaps
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perhaps to regret the caufes which occafioned .

the change. The manor belongs to John Pigot,
Efq.'cf Brockley, b'e-ing granted at the Diflolu-
tion to Sir William St. Loe, Knt. An honeft,
hofpitable farmer condutted over all the build-
ings, and pointed out to us the ufes to which he
imagined each part to have been applied. His
kitchen garden he imagined to have been always
ufed as {uch, on account of its being encompai-
fed by walls, but thefe certainly belonged to the
cloifter. The tower of the church is fupported
by four ftrong pillars, from which fpring as
many pointed arches. It was perforated with
Gothic windows, the upper ones onamented with
fret-work. The height appears to be about
fixty feet. At a little diftance, to the fouth-eaft,
ftands the refe&tory, or friar’s hall, as it is com-
monly called, which was a large room, lighted
by elegant Gothic windows that are in very
good prefervation. The principal entrance to
the monaltery was in the weft front, where a
wide arched gate-way, with a door contiguous
to it, may ftill be feen. We admired the barn

more
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more than all. This building is verjr large, and
diftinguifhed by a wheat-fheal cut in {tone over
a lofty arch-way, through which it feems as if
waggons formerly paffed. Few religious focie-
ties in the kingdom could be provided with a
more commodious {truéture for laying up the
produce of their lands, but many, it is to be
feared, had the means of filling a fpace much
larger,

Being defirous of beftowing particular obe
fervation on the produétions of the Mendip hills,
we eltablifhed our head-quarters for a while at
the romantic village of Caepper. The cliffs
here had been too often defcribed to us-in terms
of wonder not to attratt our earlieft attention.
They certainly conftitute one of the fineft
mountain {cenes in the weft of England; I do
not recolleét having ever feen any of an equal
effet. The village is fituated under the fouth
weft fide of Mendip, and yet much elevated
above the level of the moors, fo that th;: COn=

traft between the lofty brows of the hills on one
fide
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fide and the fertile flats on the other is fingu-
larly ftriking. The chafm by which the cliffs
are formed does not difclofe itfelf until we come
near a mill, turned by a rapid brook that gufhes
out near the entrance, and {oon afterwards loofes
itfelf in the Ax. Proceeding by the fide of
of this brook, we are {fuddenly ftruck by a gap
in the fide of the mountain, of the extent of
which we no fooner form an idea than we find
it erroneous, for the rocks projett one behind
another {o as often to appear to prevent further
progrefls. We are conftantly deceived, and at
length difcover that this ftupendous chaim ex-
tends quite through the fouth-weft ridge of
Mendip, from top to bottom, the length being
“at leaft two miles, at the end of which it divides
into two branches, fo as to allow an eafy afcent
to the top of hills. The direttion is winding,
but on the whole nearly from f{outh-weft to
north-eaft. In many points the cliffs rife to
the height of full three hundred feet quite per-
pendicularly, fome terminating in bold pinna-
gles, others in irregular fragments like fhattered

battle-

Sﬁm.ﬁ{'}@! .
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battlements of vaft caftles, and others inclining
as if about to cruth the {pettator as he pafles
under. Yews proje&t out of feveral of the
fiffures, forming lofty canopies of a- {olemn
{hade ; many rocks wear long mantles of ivy,
which have the moft piéturefque and beautiful
appearance, compared with the craggy naked-
nefls of the others. The {cenery varies continu-
ally, and to catch all its fublime effeéts it is ne-
ceflary to traverfe the gap backward and for-
ward for fome time, The width decreafes gra-
dually towards the terminatiﬂﬁ, the bottom ap-
pearing more and more overfpread with frag-

ments of rock, which render it in fome places

" with difficulty paffable. On the right hand, the

cliffs are much fteeper than on the left, and for
the moft part inacceffible, but it may be re-
marked that, in general, the falient angels on one
fide correfpond with the recipient ones on the
other. Indeed every circumitance contributes
to imprefs a belief that the mountain muft have
been here violently rent afunder, either in confe-
quence of fome remote part {uddenly lofing its
{upport,
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fupport, and fubfiding, or of fome {ubterranecous
force operating irﬁmediately below ¢his part, and
clevating it above the level of the reft. The incli-
nation of the flrata, which are from one foot to
three feet in thicl{ﬁefs, is to the fouth-weft nearly,
the general direttion of them being from north-
welt to fouth-eaft ; this is the courfe of the hills,
the height of which feems to increafe northward,
and particularly near the village of Loxton,where
is a prodigious eminence called Crook’s peak.
Though the cliffs are not {o wide apart as thofe
of Dovedale, yet, (excepting that the latter are
more profulely adorned with wood) there is a
great refemblance between thefe two grotelque
{pots. The rocks of Chedder are certainly on
the grandeft and boldeft {cale; on the other
hand, they have not the advantage of a beautiful
ftream, like the Dove, dividing them. St-l.lpen_
dous as they are, there is a contiguous part of
Mendip {ome hundred feet higher, floping from
their tops with a gradual afcent, and command-
ing, particularly to the weft and fouth, a moft
extenfive profpett.

Mendip

Somerfet.
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Mendip may be called the Alps of Somerfet=
fhire, as the Peak may of Derbyfhire, and both
thefe immenfe, remarkable chains of mountains
are extremely alike with fegard to the materials
that compofe them. The rocks of the Peak
abound with veins of lead and calamine, as do
thofe of Mendip: both contain valt caverns
and fubterranecus vaults: and both confift of
a fimilar fpecies of ftone. The limeftone of
Mendip contains various coralloid relics (like
that of Derbyfhire) to a certain depth, when the

miners find it more compaét and quite free from
fofiils.

The Chedder cliffs produce feveral of the
rarer plants. I muft not omit mentioning
Dianthus cefius* (Chedder Pink) D. arenarius,
and Thaliélrum minus. The hiftory of the firft
of thefe plants has been more perplexed than
that of any other Britifh {pecies perhaps, and it

=

* The trivial name of e#fius, which is extremely appmpria.te:, firft oc-
curs in Sowerby’s Englifb Borany, vol. 1, p. 624

has
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has been difficult to fay which was the true
Chedder Pink, and which was not. It isto be
diftinguifhed, however, by the ftems being
moftly fingle-flowered : the {cales of the calyx
roundifh and fhort; the petals notched and
bearded ; and the leaves rough in the margin.
This elegant plant has never yet been found
but on the cliffs of Chedder, where it was
gathered firt by Mr. Brewer, in Ray’s time.
The flowers make their appearance in July,

decorating the rocks moft luxuriantly.

The moft noted mines for calamine are a-
bout Surpnam and Wrington. The former of
thele villages is fituated under fome lofty, wild
{wells which overlook the country north-weft
of Mendip, and it is inhabited entirely by
miners, who have hollowed out the ground
under the very foundations of ‘the houfes. At
the particular hours of the day when their
labour ceafes, they may be feen crawling out of
the ground exaélly like rabbits from their bur-
rows. Thefe fubterrancous occupations, they

informed

Somerfet
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informed us, are very flufluating in the profit
they p:rc-duce. A miner will fometimes gain a
guin'ea per week, and fometimes not fo much as
five fhillings. He pays one tenth to the lord of
the foil, if the mine be opened on a common,
but, if it be on any enclofed land, as much as
one fourth. The calamine when calcined is
worth from four pounds, ten fhillings, to five
pounds per ton, being purchafed chiefly by
brafs-founders from Briftol and Birmingham,

The calamine of Mendip, in its crude ftate,
is either of a yellowith or of a reddifh colour ;
indeed they fometimes find a blackifh fort. In
texture it is in fome inftances compaétt, in
others cellular, and the form either amor-
phous or cryftallized. A fpecies called by
the miners bone-calamine (which they value
very highly) is in polyedral cryftals; the or-
dinary fort has rather a ftalactitical appear-
ance, and is mixed with a good deal of cal-
carcous fpar and martial ochre. The veins, or

lodes, are almoft always accompanied by lead.
| They
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The;} ufually run in a dire&ion pretty nearly from  Somerfete
fouth-eaft to north-weft, or, to ufe the terms of
the miners themfelves, /ie at nine o’clock. Some
of the courfes are at fix o’clock, that is, from
eaft to weft. They underlie commonly a little
to the fouth-weft; but fuch as are perpendicu-
lar are efteemed the beft. The fhafts are from
fix 10 twelve fathoms deep, though, I believe,
the calamine is to be found at all depths. It
does not feem poffible to difcover veins by any
marks on the furface of the ground, for there is
no difference in the appearance of vegetation,
nor do the fprings in the neighbourhood feem
to be affetted either in regard to tafte, or
colour ; fo that the digging of trenches muft be
the only mode of alcertaining with certainty
where the calamine lies. We obferved that
the fragments were very different in fize, fome
being not much larger than walnuts; it has been
faid that others have been found to weigh eight

or ten tons.

To prepare calamine for the founderies, they

" ] K firft
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firlt wath, or buddle it, by enclofing a certain {pace
of ground with boards or turf, through which a
ftream of water is condufted. By thele means
the calamine, lead, and fpar are cleanfed from
earthy and impure matter, which in confe-
quence of frequent fhovelling and ftirring is
wafhed away. Thele fubftances are then put
into fieves, made of ftrong wire at the bottom,
and, by being frequently dipped and fhaken
about in water, fubfide according to their re-
{pective weights, the lead lying lowermoft, the
calamine next, and the {parry particles at the
top. The laft are fkimmed off and thrown
away, and the calamine when f{eparated. from
the lead 1s placed in an oven to be calcined.
This oven is fo contrived that the flame may
be diretted over it, and the heat is kept up
for four or five hours, or more, according to
circumitances, the ore being frequently ftirred
about with long iron coal-rakes. When the
latter is fufficiently dried and baked, it is beat
to a fine powder either with large hammers or
iron bars, and thus rendered fit for fale. The

calcu-
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calculation is that forty five pounds of calamine

are reduced by calcination to about thirty.

On Mendip they call their works grooves, and

the miners groovers, which are terms that eem
to be peculiar to this part of the country. Any
Englifhman is allowed to open a groove if he
pleafes, provided he does not fix on a {pot ta-
ken poffeflion of by another, and has not of-
fended againft any law or cuftom of the hills.

The principal lead-mines lie about Priddy
and Eaft-Harptree. There are feveral not far
from Shipham, north-weft of ‘which place we
come to what is called Under Mendip. At the
depth of about eighty fathoms, water here flows
fo faft upon the miners that, for want of engines,
they can never work deeper. The ore they ob-
tain is worth about fix pounds per ton. The

moft produélive lodes are enclofed between

very hard rocks (of limeftone) that exhibit a

greyifh fratture, but have a deep red furface,
occafioned by the oxyde of iron. In the

K 2 gTUU\'ﬁS
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grooves we infpetted, the lodes were from half
an inch to two inches in thicknefs, and were ac-
companied by calamine, mixed with a calcareous
ftone called crootes. The ore is often fuddenly
loft, but may be recovered again by working a
few fathoms further in the fame direftion; the
intermediate {pace is filled in general by a loofe,
ochry fubftance, and fometimes clay: this is.
what is meant by a deading bed. A clear, ilﬂavy
ore is called goods. Thirty-fix hundred of this
may yleld about a ton of lead. It is of the ga-
lena kind, but of a more refrattory nature than
that of Derbythire, for which reafon it is ufed
chiefly for making balls. A calciform fpﬂcieﬁ,

' of a radiated or fibrous texture, is fometimes

-

Eaft-
Harptree.

found, but this is turned to very little account.

About EasT-HarrTREE manganefe is dug
in fome quantity, in the ftate of black oxyde.—
Near this village, is a hill called the Lamb,
where 1s a remarkable cavern, the defcent into
which is by a fhaft feventy fathoms in depth.
Many veins of lead ore and calamine may be

traced
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traced here. The cavern is very lofty and
fpacious, and opens into {everal imaller cavities
aoverhung with flalalfites and various {parry

concretions,

The Mendip labourers {uffer much in their
health, from the nature of their employments,
and unfortunately their poverty deprives them
of the means of taking fuch precautions as are
neceflary. They rarely breathe an)} other than
the moft noxious air, for they cannot afford to
open fhafts for fupplying frefh, and they work
up to their chins in water, having no adits for
carrying the latter off. In fome mines they
feel the fatal effefts of the ¢arbonic acid, but,
from my own experience, 1 am certain that
other circumftances often Iproduce confequences
as dreadful, I was in one gallery of fuch length
and fo confined that amidft the fumes of gun-
powder (ufed for fplitting the rock), the breath
of three or four people huddled clofe together,
and the oily effluvia of the candles, I had nearly
funk with fuffocation before I had remained in

K3 i
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it a quarter of an hour.—The common mode of
defcending is by a rope tied round the thighs,
and it is wonderful with what rapidity the miners
let themfelves down only by fliding their hands
along this rope when dropped to the bottom.
Their buckets, which are brought up by a
windlafs, hold about a gallon. Their beetles,
pickaxes, and wedges, unlefs hardened enough
to make a deep impreflion when ftruck upon |
the head of an anvil, are not fit for ufe, fo that

an entire ftock is fometimes broken in a day.

All difputes refpefting the mines are fettled
by a jury of twelve men, fummoned by an officer
called the Lead-reeve. Many regulations, how-
ever, have been eftablithed by common confent,
the breach of which the miners punifh after
their own manner, without any regular pro-
cefs of law. A curious inftance of this is
the burning of the hill, as it is called,—the pu-
nifhment inflitted on any one who f{teals ore
or tools, which being left in little huts, at a
diftance from the habitation of the proprietor,
i often
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often tempt a thief to carry them off, If de-
te€ted, he is fhut up in one of thefe huts,—a
good deal of combuftible matter, fuch as ftraw,
dry boughs, &c. is placed around it, and the
“whole fet on fire. He may make his efcape by

what means he can, but it is feldom without be-

ing handﬂ::mély finged and half fuffocated, and
he is never fuffered to dig on the hills af-

terwards.

On our botanical excurfions about Mendip,
we had much amufement. In a wood near Ax-
bridge appeared Lithof/permum purpuro-ceru-
~ lewm, a beautiful plant, and one that does not
accommodate itfelf to every foil and fituation.
We fucceeded too in our fearch after Arenaria
verna and Saxifraga hypnoides, which grow fo
abundantly in the mountains of ll-]E Peak ; the
mention of thefe two plants would alone be fuf-~
ficient to inform a botanift of the great eleva-
tion of Mendip.—There is but little depth of
mould on any part of the hills, yet theep and
young cattle find tolerable pafture. The wood

K 4 1s

3&?#&'?"}?!.



Somerjet.

Wookey
Hole.

A

136 OBSERVATIONS ON THE

is of diminutive growth, and very {paring, ex-
cept on the fouthern fide, above Axbridge, and
here many of the mountainous fhrubs appear,
which ftrike their roots through the crevices of
the limeftone. Crategus Aria (white-beam tree)
flourifhes in two or three of the moft naked,
expofed fpots. The wood of this tree is ufed
for handles of tools by the miners, and a ftick

of it makes a pretty tough weapon.

Among the natural curiofities of Mendip I
muft not omit to mention a remarkable cavern
called Wookey HoLk, fituated about two
miles, to the north-weft, from Wells. It ob-
tains its name from a village which ftands not
far off, under the fouth fide of the hills, The
approach to the cavern is extremely pi&u-
refque, being through a fort of recefs, or hollow,
formed by an aflemblage of vaft rocks(which over
the orifice rife to the height of at leaft two hun-
dred feet) almoft covered with trees and plants
fpringing out of their fiffures. On the left fide
of this recels is a natural terrace, which leads to

the
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the mouth of the cavern, and through the middle
of it runs a clear rapid rivulet, that rufhes out
of a rude arch thirty feet in height, and forty in
breadth, impetuoully making its way over an ir-
regular bed of rocks. After having admired this
romantic {cene, we were conduéted, through an
opening not more than fix feet high, into a {pa-
cious vault, eighty feet in height, entirely co-
vered with flalaétites ; on the ground lay conical
nodules of pellucid {fpar. We defcended hence
down a dozen fteps or more, called Hell-ladder,
(which is the only appearance of art through the
whole), and entered another vault rather fmaller
and lower than the former, but fimilarly en-
crufted with {parry projettions from the roof
and fides. Beyond this, a low, uneven paflage
leads to a {pace nearly circular and about one
hundred and twenty feet in diarﬁeter, with a fin-
gular vaulted roof forty feet in height. On one
fide of this part of the cavern flows the rivulet,
which is {uppofed to take its rife on fome bogg

ground above. Eels and other fifh are fome-
times caught here, Adjoining to the circular

dICa
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aréa is what our guide called the witch’s brew-
houfe, where a great number of fingular configu-

rations of ftalaétite are obfervable, and the vul-

‘gar have given them correfpondent appellations,

{uch as the boiler, furnace, &c. To the left is
the hall, which is very lofty, the centre of the
roof being apparently one hundred feet,- at
leaft, above the ground. Next we entered the
parlour, a very low apartment in comparifon
with the others; this indeed the name fuggefts.
Here is a well, arched over, and full of fine
fweet water. We now arrived at the extre-
mity of Wookey Hole (above fix hundred feet
from the entrance) being ftopped by the ftream,
As we returned we could contemplate the ap-
pearance of every -part more fully and leifurely,

and were much firuck with the various forms

“which the cry[tala over our heads occafionally

affumed :

¢¢ Here glitt’ring turrets rife, upbearing high
(Fantaftic mifarrangement) on the roof,
Large growth of what may feem the fparkling trees
And fhrubs of fairy land. The cryftal drops
That trickle down the branches faft congeal’d

Shoot
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Shoot into pillars of pellucid length
And prop the pile they but adorn’d before 3
Here grotto within grotto A

COWPER.

Wookey Hole is more f{pacious than Kent’s,
(near Torquay) and refembles more the famous
cavern at Caltleton. Caverns cannot differ
materially, however, except in fize, and 1n that
refpett no one in England can be compared to

the latter.

From the top of the rocks over the entrance
of Wookey hole, the hill rifes with great {teep-

nefs almoft a mile, towards the north.

About half a mile before we reach Wercs,
we have a very beautiful view of that city, the
noble heights of Mendip receding in the form

of an amphitheatre, and fheltering it northward,

whilft fertile meadows unfold to the fouth.

The towers of the Cathedral and St. Cuthbert’s
church fhew themfelves with a venerable air,

and
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and with all the effeét that diftant land{cape can |

impart.

The ideas we had been led to entertain in re-
gard to the neatnefs and pleafantnefs of Wells
were by no means diminifhed at our entrance
into it. Though fmall, this city is populous,
and in general well laid out. The ftreets are
clean and commodious, and there is a good area

before the cathedral, the beautiful front of which

~ is feen to great advantage. It owes its origin

to a remarkable {pring called S¢t. Andrew’s well,
fuppofed to poffefs medicinal, and indeed mira-
culous properties, and which invited hither Ina,
King of the Weft-Saxons, whofe religious zeal
prompted him to found a c-:ll.lF'.giate church, de-
dicated to the honor of the above faint, This
church became a cathedral about the year gog,
when {o many new bithoprics were conftituted
by order of Edward the elder. "The fee was
afterwards transferred, however, for a while, to
Bath, where Bifhop de Villula built a palace, by
the perfuafions of the monks of St. Peter’s, and

took
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took the title of Bifhop of that ci.t}r. Great  Somer/ets
“contentions, of courfe, foon arofe between the *
two chapters of Bath and Wells refpeéting the
right of eleéting to the epifcopal office.” The
matter being referred to 'the arbitration of the
Bifhop himfelf, it was determined that his fuc-
ceflors fhould take their title from both churches,

that an equal number of delegates from both
chapters fhould enjoy the privilege of voting,

and that the inftallation fhould take place in both
cathedrals. This regulation, which was made

by Bifhop Robert about the year 1135, continued
until the reign of Henry VIII. when an a& of
parliament pafled for vefting the power of eleft-

ing folely in the Dean and Chapter of Wells.*—

The weftern part of the prefent Cathedral was
begun about the year 1239 by.Bifhop Joceline

T T

* There is a very whimlfical account of the circumftance that occa-
fioned the cities of Bath and Wells being united under one bithop current
among the vulgar. It is faid that Charles II. withing to raife Dean
Crichton, a native of Scotland, to the epifcopal dignity, gave him the
choice of either Bath or Wells, and that the honeft Scotchman having
informed his majefty he wifhed to have ¢ Bamh,” which was miftaken
for his defiring barh, the two bifhoprics were forthwith granted to him,
with the intention that they fhould be conjoined for ever after !

de
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de Wells, and dedicated to St. Andrew ;* the

eaftern is of an earlier date, and veftiges of the

original Saxon ftruéture may be perceived in
fome places. * In the centre of the tranfepts
rifes a large quadrangular tower, one hundred
and fixty feet in height, refting on four broad
arches. This tower feems rather too heavy,
however, in proportion to the reft of the build-
ing. The length of the nave is one hundred
and ninety feet; of the choir, to the altar, one
hundred and eight; and of the chapel of the
?Ergin beyond, which is of very elegant archi-
tetture, fifty-two feet. There are eight chapels,
exclufive of the one juft mentioned; in thefe
repole the remains of feveral bithops and dig-
nitaries of the diocefe. The workmanfhip of
the roof and other parts is in a very good ftile,
and the whole has a handfome and ftriking ap-
pearance, though the eye is rather offended by

the white and yellow with which the cieling, )

* Collinfon’s Hy’?aa} of Semerfet, vol. 3, p. 398,

walls,
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walls, &c. are daubed over. It is a vulgar
tafte that can relifh either glaring or contrafted
colours in the infide of a venerable Gothic pile;

we were not {urprifed to hear the fexton pro-

nounce the effeft to be very meat, and were

almoft induced to conclude that A:s judgment
alone had been confulted. The windows are
ornamented with fome good painted glafs, ex-
ccuted in 1607, but I cannot find the name of
the artift recorded. In an old chapel of the
north tranfept, is fhewn a clock made by Peter
Lightfoot, a monk of Glaﬁonbury, from the
abbey of which place it was brought hither;
the mechanilm was no doubt efteemed very
wonderful at the period of its conftruétion.
The cloifter, fituated on the fouth-fide of the
cathedral, was built at different periods, but
principally under the direétion of Bifhop de
Beckington, who came to the fee in the year
i444. The fides are not perfeétly equal in
length, and, though the ftile is not uniform, yet
they have an air of regularity. Over the eaf-
tern fide is the library, which is diftinguifhed by

105

Somer fet,
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Semerfet.  1ts neatnels and order from eﬁery cathedral
librar}? I bave feen. It contains no inconfiderable
number of books; thefe were the gifts of various
prelates, but the moft munificent benefaétor to

it was the celebrated Bifhop Kenn.* The chap-
ter-houfe is of an oftagonal form, one pillar
only fupporting the roof, as in moft other build-
ings of this nature.—But the moft interefting
part of the Cathedral, and which in ftriét pro-
priety fhould have had the priority of defcrip-
tion, is the weft front, certainly one of the moft
fuperb pieces of Gothic workmanthip in the
kingdom. It is adorned with an infinite number
of elegant niches and canopies, wherein are
images of the apoftles, and of feveral hierarchs,
popes, princes, and bifhops. On each fide of
the great buttrefles are ftatues as large as the
life, and the whole line of the length of the

* Kenn was one of the feven bifhops that oppofed the reading of the
royal declaration of indulgence, and was, in confequence, committed to
the Tower. He relinguithed his preferment, however, at the arrival
of the Prince of Orange, and retired to Longleat, in Wiltfhire, where he
wrote his poetical works,

portal
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- portal is occupied by a curious reprefentation
of the refurreétion of the dead. There is a
handfome tower at each ;:crner, of appropriate
‘fize and with correfpondent {culpture. I am
furprifed that this front fhould have been fuf-
fered to be disfigured by a fepulchral infcription,
which, though very ancient, may ftill be tra::ed;
particularly the following words, a few feet
above the ground: “ Pur Palme _79!@&?# de
Pyilente firies-ef trefe jurs de o . o047

Southward from the Cathedral ftands the
Epifcopal Palace, which has more the appear-
ance of a fortified caftle than of the refidence
of a brifh-::-p. It is f[urrounded by an embattled
wall, flanked with femicircular turrets, and on
the north fide there is a venerable large gate-
houfe, ftanding clofe to the moat.  Part of the
old palace is going to decay, but on the eaftern
fide of the ballium, or court, feveral handfome
modern apartments have been added. The
moat is fupplied with water from St. Andrew’s
well, which may be feen not far diftant. Bifhop

VOL. II, L Erghum

Somerfets
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Erghum began the fortifications. In his times
ecclefiaftical dignity was maintained lefs by a
pious life and a zeal for religion than by external
parade and m:lifary power.—The three gates to
the College-clofe were erefted by Bifhop Bec-
kington, and, with the other ftrutures built at
the expence of this public-fpirited prelate, give
an air of grandeur to the city in a remarkable
degree. His device,—a flaming beacon on a
tun, or cafk,—occurs in numberlefs places.—
The Vicars® clofe contains about forty dwelling
houfés, and has next the ftreet, at the fouth end,
a hall, and at the other end, northward, a chapel.
The vicars belonging to the church form a
diftin&t corporate body, and before the Refor=
mation led a fort of monaftic life, having re-

ceived various benefaélions and regulations

-from different ecclefiaftical perfonages; the

prefent Eﬂs}bliﬂmﬁnt is under the authority of
a charter granted by Elizabeth.—Oppofite the
north porch of the cathedral a houfe was pointed
out to us which was formerly appropriated to
the Arch<deacon of Wells, and on that account

fome
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fome time the refidence of Polydore Virgil, the Somerfets
author of the Hiftory of England and other

works. His birth-place was Urbino, in Italy,

where he died A. D. 1555.

Before we took leave of the interior parts of
Somerfetfhire; one place remained to be vifited,
which, in the opinion of the antiquary, may ap-
pear equally interefting with any in the weflt of
England :—this was GLastonBuRrY. Exclufive Glaftonbury.
of the inftruttion they afford as fragments of
archite€ture, and of their effeét as ruins, the
remains of an abbey, that, according to tradi-
tion, was the earlieft religious inftitution in our
ifland ;—that contained the afhes of one of the
moft illuftrious of its heroes ;* invited the pious
from the moft remote parts of Chriftendom ;
and enjoyed the moft {plendid patronage and
revenue, perhaps, of any fimilar eftablifhment

in Europe, certainly” offer no mean fubjeét for

S, —

¥ King Arthur,

L 2 : COnN-
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contemplation.—The town of Glaﬁﬂlnbury. is -
fituated on a gentle declivity, open to the moors
of the ifle of Avalon, within the boundaries of
which it ftands. It confifts chiefly of two long
ftreets crofling each other nearly at right angles.
Mott of the buildings exhibit fome marks of an-
tiquity, and even fuch as are of modern erec-
tion are decorated with the fpoils of the abbey.
That which is now called the abbey-houfe was
conftruéted out of the ruins of the abbot’s
lodging, and exhibits a multitude of elcutcheons,
devices, and ornaments 1n high relief.. What
was once the great gate of the abbey is be-
come an”inn, as is alfo an hofpital for the
entertainment of pilgrims, fituated northward
from the market-crofs. The front of the latter
is moft elaborately and curioufly ornamented,
and has niches, and canopies for images, in
abundance. Two hofpitals for poor and infirm
people, whofe benefaétors were abbots of this
place, and two chapels, faid to have been
ere€ted by the fame perfonages, ftill fubfift.

Relics of other ancient buildings are too nu-
merous
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merous to be detailed ;—1I fhall therefore pro-

ceed to a delcription of the abbey itfelf.

The foundation plot of this immenfe fabric
(including the {everal offices, &c.) occupied an
area of fixty acres, but, except St. Jofeph’s
chapel, the abbot’s kitchen, and {fome large frag-
ments of the church, this {pace now-contains
little elfe but rubbifh.* The nave of the church
from St. Jofeph’s chapel to the crofs was two
hundred and twenty feet; each tranfept forty-
five ; and the choir one hundred and fifty-five
feet, in length, 'The chapel of St. Jofeph of
Arimathea, contiguous to the weftern end, mea-
fures one hundred and ten feet in length, and
twenty-four in breadth. Adjoining to the fouth
fide was the cloifter, which formed a fquare of

two hundred and twenty feet. There were five

= —

* If the reader fthould feel a curiofity to be informed how this fpace
was originally laid out, T muft refer to the  Inwventory of the Chambers,
ﬁﬁm, &c.”” taken about the -time of the Reformation, and to be feen in
Eollinfon, vol, 2, p. 26c,

L3 chapels,

Somer/et.
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chapels, (in addition to that already mentioned) |

communicating with the church, and fome re-

mains of thefe may {till be feen.

=1

St. Joleph’s chapel is pretty entire, excepting
the roof and floor, and muft be admired for
the richnels of the finifhing, as well as the great
elegance of the defign. I cannot find any ac-
count. of the time of its foundation, but the
ftyle being Semi-Saxon, or Saxonico-Gothic,
of which it is a fingular and beautifu] {pecimen,

proves it to have been prior to the fourteenth

century ; the communication with the church

was by a {pacious portal. There are doors to
the north and fouth beﬁdeq; one is ornamented
with flower-work and hiftory, the other with
very elaborate flourithes and: figures. The
arches of the windows (of which there are fix
on each fide) are pointed ; underneath appear
compartments of interlaced zigzag arches of
five pillars, and fome others in a different ftyle,
their {pandrils adorned with rofes, crefcents, and
ftars, Large ftones falling in from above have

damaged

e
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damaged the floor fo much that a great part of Somerfets
it has funk into the vault below, which was
turned upon arches that were groined and
pointed. At the fouth-eaflt corner of this vault
is an arched way faid to lead to the torr, and,
we were informed, this has been traced to {fome
diftance, but it 1s moft probable that the whole
was intended to be a repofitory for the dead. |
Many leaden coflins have been taken up here,
and may be feen in different parts of the town,
ferving for cifterns.—The ivy with which the
walls of the chapel are moft exuberantly covered
gives them a truly venerable and interefting
effe€t. Though I could not help feeling fome
melancholy emotions at the idea of fo elegant
a fabric fuffering from the filent affaults of time,
they were much increafed when I confidered
‘that it was not {ecure againft other, and per=

haps more violent, invaders.

Two of the pillars that {fupported the tower,
with part of thearch, and a few fragments of
the fouth walls of the choir are the whole of the

L4 ; Cons
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Conventual Church now ftanding. There is a
{fufficient fpecimen of the workmanfhip, however,
in the arches of the windows, to authorize a
belief that this edifice was in the beft ftyle
of the early Gothic. It is wonderful that fo
ftupendous a mafs of building fhould have fuf-
fered fuch depredation and diminution within a
period which innumerable others, of inferior
magnitude, have furvived almoft unmolefted ;
and I am rather induced to think that the rage
and avarice of Henry VIII. muft have been '
carried further than ufual in this inftance. The
firft of thele paffions, (which always grew
ftronger in proportion to the dbftacles offered
to the gratification of the fecond,) was certainly
wreaked upon the perfon of Abbot Whiting in -
a very fignal manner. This pnor.maﬁ, who
was doomed to be the laft head of the great
ecclefiaftical fociety of Glaftonbury, and whofe
only offence (notwithftanding the many heinous
charges that were brought againft him,).appears
to have been an unwillingnefs to furrender.
their vaft pofleflions, was hanged on a gibbet
within
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within fight of his own abbey, and his aged Semerser.
corpfe afterwards mangled and divided, in order

to be expoﬁ::d' at different places.

The Abbot’s kitchen is oftagonal, four of
the angles being filled with fire-places, each of
which meafures fixteen feet in length, and has
an inclined chimney, the fmoke pafling out at a
double oétangular vent that crowns a py'ramidal
' roof of the fame number of fides.  The ftones
of the pyramid are all cut flanting with the fame
bevils to throw off the rain.—This curious and
durable ftrutture is faid to have been built in
Henry VIIL.’s time; Mr. Grole thought 1t

was not {o modern.

Glaftonbury Abbey has been confidered as
the moft ancient in England ; nor are the monkifh
writers content to fix its date before the Saxon
times, but have even contended that the Chrif=
tian faith was planted at this place, within thirty
years after our Saviour’s paflion, by Jofeph of
Arimathea, The truth of this affertion I am

" not
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not prepared to controvert, and fhall therefore
be expelled to give the particulars handed down
by thofe people. They tell us that Philip
preached the gofpel among the Eranks, and fént
St. Jofeph, at the head of cleven other miffion-
aries, to propagate it in our ifland ;—that the
latter eretled at Glaftonbury to the honor of
the blefled Virgin, of wattles and wreathed twigs,
the firft Chriftian oratory in Britain ;—that
Chrift dedicated it to his mother in perfon,
which St. David would have done, had he not
been forbidden ;—and that Arviragus, King of
thefe parts (but of doubiful memory) granted the
miflionaries fourteen hundred acres of land for
their fupport. The people relapfing into ido-
latry after the deceafe of the miffionaries, King
Lucius is faid to have given intimation of the
circumftance to Pope Eleutherius, who fent
over St. Phaganus and Diruvianus, Thefe
holy men, with others, fettled in the fame {pot
as St. _]cﬁ:prh had chofen for his ruftic church,
and St. Patrick, the apoftle of Ireland, difcip-
lined them into a monaflic life, being appointed

their
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their firft abbot, about the y;.-':ar 439. St. Be-
nignus, fecond Bifhop of Armagk, followed the
example of his predeceflor, and prefided over
the fociety after him. About the year 530,
another holy perfon, St. David, Arch-bithop of
Menevia, came hither, and expended large fums
of money on the monaftery. This laft mentioned
faint was uncle of the renowned Arthur, who,
in his time, was interred here, and whofe coffin
was difcovered in the monk’s cemetery ix hun-
dred and forty years afterwards, inconfequence of
the fearch made by order of Henry I1.—What-

~ ever degree of improbability may attach to the

above account of the foundation of the abbey,’

it is pretty certain that, when Ina afcended the
throne of the Weft-Saxons, it became a {fump-
tuous and celebrated eftablifhment, his piety
having prompted him to rebuild the walls in a
magnificent manner, and to make immenfe do-
nations to the fociety. Succeeding monarchs
did not withhold their benefalions, but were

zealous in ratifying, and adding to, the grants

Sﬂ?ﬂffﬁh

before made, and coveted the honor of inter- _

ment
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ment among the bodies of thofe devout and
holy perfons that had repofed at Glaftonbury
from the very promulgation of Chriftianity.
St. Dunftan* introduced the order of St. Bene-
dict, and by his influence at court obtained for
this diftinguithed fociety ftill greater privileges,

power, and emoluments than ever. At length

the abbots were mitred, became lords of par-
liament, and rivalled in their table and retinue
their fovereigns themfelves. Whiting is faid
to have entertained no lefs than five hundred
perfons of fafhion at a timé, and, whenever he
went abroad, was attended by at leaft one hun-
dred officers and fervants. No lefs than feven

* Afterwards Arch-bithop of Canterbury, and famous for the dili-
gence with which he perfecuted and hunted the married priefts out of
their livings. He was a man of confummate addrefs, and to him the re-
gular clergy were in an eminent degree indebted for the favor and affec-
tion fhewn them by Edmund, Edgar, and other monarchs, to the detri-
ment of the feculars. In Brompton we have many interefting particu-
lars relative to the life of this prelate; as a wwonderful event in it, I can-
not avoid mentioning the Devil’s appearance in his prefence. Being em-
ployed in making a golden cup at theitime, (we are told) he had the
quicknels to feize his grim vifitor by the nofe with a pair of hot tongs,
2nd made him hollow to the terror of the town of Glaftonbury !

¥

-

parks,
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parks, full of deer, all belonging to the abbey,
rhight once have been feen from a fingle {pot.
Sharpham park was often the refidence of the
abbot.—But the meafure of monaftic power was
now full, and Glaftonbury at length experienced
the fate of other religious houfes, its revenues
being {eized by the facrilegious Henry. Thefe
revenues, according to Speed, amounted to the
fum of 3508/. 13s. 4%:‘9’.—-11; would be unjuft to
affert that the income of this fociety was wholly
mifapplied, when we perceive the names of Bede
and Gildas in the lift of thofe who partook of it,
though thofe venerable perfons, to whom hiftory
owes fo much, lived at a period long prior to the

accumulation of {fo enormous a fum.

Not only the town but the environs of Glaf-

tonbury abound with religious relics. The

moft confpicuous is the Tor7, or tower of St. Glaftonbury

Michael, fituated on a high hill (where Abbot
Whiting loft his life) rifing abruptly from the
moors, about a mile fouth-eaflt from the town.
- Here were eretted a monaftery and a church to

the

Sﬁﬁ’;—!ﬁ*ﬂﬁ!-

Torr.

=
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Somerfet.  the honor of St. Michael, to whom Phagﬁnus
and Diruvianus are faid to have erefted firft a
{mall oratory. The whole of the buildings were
deftroyed by an earthquake that happened in
the year -1271, the prefent tower being of a
much later date, and apparently never con-
nefted with any other edifice. This tower is
very lofty, and of a quadrangular form, with a
carved figure of St. Michael on the weftern
fide, holding a pair of{cales, in one of which is
the Bible, in the other a devil, and another devil
han_ging by and f{triving to make weight, but
both are too light. There feem to have been
two or three floors, but they are now entirely
decayed, or demolifhed, and part of the upper-
ftory has been blown down, in confequence of .
which it is become an habitation for jack-daws.
—From this fpot we may furvey the whole
fpace between the Severn and the Wiltfhire'
hills.—The foot of the Torr is the only place
where I have been fortunate enough “to find

Vicia lutea..

There
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There is a noble large barn to the fouth of  Somerfer.
the town, which; from the antiquity of its ap-
pearance, we concluded originally belonged to
the abbey.

On the fouth-weft fide of Glaftonbury may
be feen Wearyall-hill (reprefented in the view
of the ruins) the name of which originated
_ from a belief prevalent among the vulgar, and
inftilled by the monks, that here St. Jofeph and
his companions fat down all weary with their
journey ! From the ftick the former ftuck into
the ground, fay they, {prung the famous Glaf-
tonbury thorn, concerning which fo many mar-
vellous ftories have been fpread, and for fancied
cuttings from which, even in times when monkifh
{fuperftition might be {uppofed to have ceafed,
people of the firft rank gave an extravagant
price. The Briftol merchants (Collinfon in-
forms us) a&tually made a traffic of the plants,
and exported them to foreign parts; the people
of Glaftonbury, to this day, cultivate flips of
hawthorn imagined to bave {prung from the fa-

cred
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cred trunk, and offer them to vifitors as valiias
ble articles, though many a fprig is cut in the
neighbouring hedges.—1 have never feen the
Glaftonbury thorn in fruttification, but all the
botanifts who have examined it in that ftate
agree that it is no other than the common Cra-
’tmgu.s monogyna. It1is a faét, however, that the
fhrub here flowers two or three months before
the ordinary time, and fometimes as early as
Chriftmas day, O. S. whence I conjc@ure it
muft be at leaft a wariety of the above fpecies,
which may have been introduced originally by

fome pilgrim or other from the eaft.

The various curiofities, together with the fu<
perftitious traditions, above enumerated, draw
multitudes of vifitors to Glaftonbury, which has
been benefited by pious impoftures not a little.
Before the year 1751, the town was gencrally
crowded for the fake folely of feeing the thorn
in bloom.—But I feel too little pleafure in this
ridiculous fubje& to dwell upon it; we will

therefore take leave of Glaftonbury.
Return=
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Returning through Wells, we proceeded to-
wards Bath, by excurfions from which place we
judged we fhould make our obfervations on the
northern verge of the county with moft con-
venience. Opportunities of gaining fome in-
telligence relative to the coal-mines were af-
.forded us by the way, as we did not hefitate to
defert the diret road in order to vifit fuch as

lay nearer to Mendip.

About Emborough, juft under the northern
fide of the hills, we found the limeftone begin-
ning to affume a paler colour, and the flrata
moftly in an horizontal, inftead of an inclined
pofition. As we advance, it infenfibly approaches
nearer to the charaéler of freeftone, the texture
becoming loofe and granular. This ftone, how-
ever, 1s not, as in the northern parts of England,
the country of the coal, there being intermediate
[lrata, in general, of two or three different fub-
ftances; the following is the order in which
they ufually fucceed each other : —

Limeltone,

VOQL,.11. M Marl,

Somer/ets
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Marl,

Deep red clay,—or ochre,

Argillaceous {laty {anditone,

Bituminous argillite,—or hard black argile

laceous rock,

Coal.
The fandftone has in many inflances a pyritace-
ous nature, and in others is mixed with mica.
To the north-weft, particularly about Winford,
it degenerates into ruddle.—The bituminous
argillite is confidered as a fure evidence of
good coal being at hand ; about Briflington and
clfewhere in the vicinity of Briftol, it exhibits
impreffions of innumerable ferns and other
plants, which are in general too confufed to be
inveftigated, though I have fometimes fancied I
could diftinguifh the particular fpecies. The
beds vary pretty much in thicknefs, and are of-
ten at the depth of forty or fifty fathoms. They
immediately overlie the coal, appearing in a
manner to pafs into it, as the colour gradually
becomes deeper, and the bituminous quality
more flrongly perceptible. The hard, compaét

rock
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“rock that fometimes holds the place of the flate  Somerfe.
is no {mall difcouragement to the miners, who
have not only great labour in getting through
it, but feldom find a vein afterwards likely to
anfwer being worked. Thele fubftances over-
lying the coal are called coal clives. A loofe
friable coal that fometimes precedes the princi-
pal firatum is called the crop. This crop often
rifes to the furface, when the obliquity, or pitch
of the vein is confiderable, and direfts the
miners where to commence their workings.
None of the veins have an horizontal, or indeed
a perpendicular pofition, unlefs they are broken
by a ridge ; that is, unlefs the veins have been
disjoined by mafles of rock or rubble breaking
through them. In moft of the works about
Mendip the pitch is from twenty to twenty-five

inches in a fathom, towards the {outh.

The Rapstock Minkes run to the depth of Rﬁﬂi‘:k
forty fathoms, the great vein being about twen= ;
ty-two inches in thicknels; they produce from
fifteen hundred to one thoufand feven hundred

M 2 bufhels
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bufhels per week. The Earl of Waldegrave 13
the lord, and has for his portion one eighth. A
loofe marl covers the valley in which thefe
mines are fituated, and high cliffs of lime-
ftone rear themlelves on each fide, exhibiting,
throughout, horizontal fiffures. At the depth
of fourteen fathoms they come to a good deal of
black argillaceous rock mixed with quartz.

In CamerTON mines red clay and fandftone
continue to the depth of twenty fathoms or
more ; afterwards a hard bluifh ftone is found ;
and laftly carbonaceous flate. Contiguous to
the coal the laft {hews impreflions of vegetables.
There are two very produttive veins, about
eighteen yards apart; thefe make a fmall angle
towards the fouth, and are rather more than two
feet in thicknefls. Water appears at the depth
of a few fathoms, but the workmen, in opening
the fhaft, contrived to .get rid of two hundred

and eighty-three hogfheads in an hour.

About Midfummer-Norton, Stratton on the
fofs,
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fofs, and Kilmer{don, the pits are {uppofed to
yield weekly from eight hundred to one thou-
fand tons, which requires the labour of at leaft
five hundred men. The average price of coal

in this neighbourhood is about fourpence per

bufhel.

The direction of the veins of coal in Somer-
fetthire is very variable, but I think that in ge-
neral it is from eaft to weft nearly. The termi-
nation of the coal country fouthward feems to
be about Mendip. On the fide of Wiltfhire we

lole the mines as foon as we come to the chalk.

Towards the borders of Gloucefterfhire, I re-

marked, the veins moftly pitch to the north, but

towards Mendip they incline the contrary way.

To enter into a circumftantial account of the
city of Batn, in a work written with fuch ge-
neral views as this, would not only be an impro-
priety, but in another refpeét prefumptuous and
unneceflary. Many full and competent de-
fcriptions are already in the hands of every

M3 body;
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body, and perhaps fome even of thefe may be
confidered by the public as fuperfluous.—The
fame remarks will apply to Briftol (which, be-
fides, is not ftriétly within the diftrié I have un-
dertaken to give a fketch of) and to the neigh-
bouring country. In regard to piturefque
{cenery and antiquities I could not have been
more completely anticipated than by the au-
thors* of a Guide publithed in 1793, who left
no interefting objeft unnoticed. The mine-
ralogy of this diftritt it is incumbent on me in
fome meafure to touch upon, for unfortunately
this branch has rarely been attended to by to=
pographical writers,

The Bath ftone is a fort of oolithus occafion-
ally mixed with fpar and fhells, In the fiffures
of fome of the quarries a mineral {ubftance of
great {carcity has been obferved: this is na

other than native lime, which Dr. Falconer has

@ Meflrs, Ibbetfon, Laporte, and J. Haflell,

defcribed
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defcribed (in his Effay on the Bath waters) as of Somerfit.
_a foftifk texture, and capable of diffolving ful-
phur.—This beautiful city is wholly furrounded
by hills of limeftone, which, however, differs a
little with regard to texture, and the nature of
the frata. About Land{down thefe Jtrata in-
creale in thicknefs according to their depth, the
thinneft flratum lying uppermoft. The grit is
here {o intimately blended with marine bodies
and fparry matter that it is {carcely difcernible.
Towards Keynfham we find in the ftone immenfe
cornua ammonts, which are carefully picked
out and polifhed for fale by the quarrymen, who
give them the appellation of /nake flones. The
diameter of many of thefe extraordinary foffils

mealures nearly two feet.

Limeftone extends beyond the northern
verge of the county of Somerfet, and continues
caltward until it meets the chalk boundaries
near Warminfter. We traced it alfo quite
from Bath to Brewton, in which diretion alfo it
clofely fkirts the chalk of Wiltfhire.

: M 4 The
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The Frome road ledrus through the parifh of
Hi~vTton,where we found fome appurtenances of
the old priory ftill ftanding, though the greater
part of the materials were ufed in the conftruc-
tion of the prefent manor-houfe. This priory
was founded by the famous William Longefpee,
Earl of Salifbury, and natural fon of Henry 11.
The monks, who were of the Carthufian order,
had been fettled firt at Hatherop, in Gloucefters
{hire, but their habitation being very incommo-
dious, they were transferred hither by the direc-
tion of Ela, the Earl’s widow, about the year
1227. Thislady gave them the manors of Hin-
ton and Norton St. Philip, and formed, in a
manner, a new foundation, to which, in 1534, a
yearly revenue of almoft three hundred pounds
was found to belong.*

About a mile from the village of Hinton
ftands Puirie’s NorTon, or more properly

# Collinfon’s Hiffory of Semerfet, vol, 3, ps 368,

Norton
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Norton St. Philip, where the Duke of Mon-
mouth, in his way from Taunton, had nearly cut
off by furprize a fine troop of horfe belonging
to the royal army, Henry, Duke of Grafton, nar-
rowly efcaping with his life.

FroMmEe, a noted manufatturing town, 1s plea-
fantly fituated on a declivity within the foreft of
Selwood, which, however, no longer retains its
original afpeét. The river Frome, continuing
its courfe from Yarnfield common, in Wiltfhire,
pafles here under a ftone-bridge of five arches.
There is very little neatnefs or regularity in the
diftribution of the buildings in this town, the
ftreets being alfo narrow and ill paved. The
manufaéture of woollen cloth is faid to be rather
declining than increafing, but as many as one
hundred and fifty thoufand yards are annually
made here even now.* The number of inha-

bitants amounts to eight thoufand, or more. In

® Agricultural Survey of Somerfetfhire,

regard

Sﬂmﬂyﬁﬂt
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regard to antiquity this town may contend with
moft in the county; its hiftory commences at

{o early a period as the reign of Ina, whofe

kinfman Adhelm, afterwards Bifhop of Sher-

born, founded a monaftery here. Some part of

the old building, converted into tenements for

poor families, may be difcovered in that part of
the place called Lower-Keyford. It was never
inhabited by the monks after the time of the
Danifh depredations, which obliged them to dif-
perfe, and probably deprived them of much of
their property.,

The manor of Keyford was fome time the
property of the ancient family of Twyniho.
Among the memoirs of this family I find a cir-
cumftance, which, as it throws light on a cha-
ratter but imperfettly fketched in the Englifh
hiftory, and exhibits a fpecimen of the irregu-
larities attending, at that period, the adminiftra-
tion of public juftice, may not feem unworthy
of mention. It appears that their houfe was one
day fuddenly furrounded and broken open by a

great
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great number of people, who without writ or
warrant f{eized on the perfon of Ankeretie,
widow of William Twyniho. This riotous
party were headed by one Hyde, of Warwick,
and a Roger Strugge, of fome place in the
neighbourhood, tucker. They forcibly con-
veyed the poor woman (who was equally igno-
rant of the caufe of her imprifonment and of
the mealures which were about to be purfued
againft her) to the city of Bath, where for a
night they halted. She had not been allowed
to bring a fervant with her, nor even to flay a
moment in her houfe in order to accommodate
herfelf with any articles of apparel. The day
following her arrival at Bath fhe was conveyed
to Cirencefter, in Gloucefterfhire, and hurried
thence to Warwick, a diftance of feventy miles
from her home. Here, by order of George,
Duke of Clarence, brother of Edward IV. who
had direfled the bufinefs from the beginning,
fhe was deprived of all the money, jewels, &c.
found about her perfon, and put into a place of
confinement. Her daughter, who, anxious for

her

Sﬂmffﬂ-
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her fafety, and defirous of tracing out the objeét
of this forcible and unlawful proceeding, had .
followed with fome relations and fervants, was
commanded by the Duke to leave Warwick
without delay, and lodge the fame night at Strat-
ford upon Avon, under pain of death. On the
third day of her detention, the unfortunate pri-
foner was carried to the Guildhall of Warwick
(where the Juftices of the Peace were holding
their general feffions), and charged with having
“ malicioufly and damnably”” intended the death
of Ifabell, wife of George, Duke of Clarence,
whofe {ervant fhe had been. Being called upon
to ftate the evidence of this intention, her pro- -
fecutors {wore that fhe had adminiftered unto
the faid Iabell,  venymous drynke of ale myxé
with poyfon, to poyfon and flee the feid Ifabell, of
which drynke the feid Ifabell [ekenyd fro the 10th
daye of O&lobre, unto the Sonday mext before the

feft of the Natyvite of oure Lorde then next fol-

lowyng (A. D. 1478) which Sonday fhe then and

thereof dyed.”” To thefe heinous charges An-

kerette Twyniho pleaded not guilty. The jury,
| after
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after having heard the regular procefs of trial,
being about to confult together, were {o intimi-
dated by the menaces of the Duke and his
party who attended in the court, that they at
once delivered a verdiét of “ guilty,”” where-
upon the Juftices pronounced fentence of death,
and the wretched lady was dragged through the
middle of the town of Warwick, to the gallows,
on which fhe was without ceremony hanged.—
Thefe particulars are colletted from a peti-
tion which appears on the rolls of Parliament
(17 Edward IV.); and that no doubt was en-
tertained of the utter fallchood of the charges
is proved by the objett of that petition being
granted, in confequence of which the record of
the indi¢tment, the procefs, verdiét, and judg-
ment, and all things depending upon the fame
were annulled, repealed, and made void.—We
can make but one inference from the barbarous
proceedings of the Duke of Clarence, yet it is
a matter of wonder that none of our hiftorians
(at leaft, {o far as I can dilcover) throw out the

the molt diftant hint of this prince having com-

mitted

Somerfet.
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mitted fo horrible a murder ;—much lefs do they
inform us of the tranfaétion that I have recited.
In looking back to contemporary events, how=
ever, I think we fhall find our fufpicions of his
guilt too firongly fupported to be ftaggered.
The very year in which the Dutchefs is ftated
to have been murdered, the Dutchefs Dowager
of Burgundy, in order to anfwer fome purpoles
of ftate, offered her daughter Maria, heirefs to
the Dutchy, in marriage to Clarence, juft then
become a widower.* That his wife thould have
died by natural means at a period fo critical,
and f{o fortunate for the interefts of the Duke,
to whom the propolal from the Dutchefs of
Burgundy muft have been in the higheft degree
flattering, may with good reafon be doubted ;
and, as he had wedded her more for the fake of
cementing his connettion with her father, (the
king-making Earl of Warwick), than from mo-

tives of affetlion, it does not {eem probable

e mma an
—— e DreLoSE o2 e

* Habington’s Hiflory of Edward IF, p. 188,

that
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that fo- unprincipled a man would feel any
fcruple to difpatch her. Be this as it may, his
enemies prevented him from accepting the hand
of a fecond wife, by procuring from the king a
death-warrant for himfelf. Habington’s words
on the fubjett of the charges exhibited againft
him, are deferving of remark: “ In his at-
tainder, (fays he) according to the forme, are
crimes enough to make his death have apparence
of juftice, the execution of which the King
feemed rather confitrain’d to, then to have
{fought.””* For my part, I cannot help enter-
taining an idea, that the hiftorians inimical to
Richard III. might have purpolely concealed
any charge on the {core of the Dutchefs’s death,
in order to make the apparent iniquity of her
hufband’s execution a matter of acculation

againft that monarch.

In proceeding along this edge of the county,

we paffed through the village of Nuxnky, re-

® Page 19z,
markable

Somer /et
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markable for the ruins of a ftrong caftle, the
fhell of which ftill remains nearly perfeét, and
is a very fine piece of antiquity. The ground
plan of this caftle i1s a double {quare, with a
round tower at each corner. It mecafures fixty-
four feet in length, and twenty-feven in breadth,
and the walls, which appear to be at leaft fixty
feet high, are on the fides eight feet and a half
in thicknefs, and in the towers about feven.
There were four ftories, the lowermoft of which
feems to have contained the kitchen and offices,

and was diftinguifhed from the others on the :
outfide, by having fquare inftead of arched
windows. The huge fire-place recalls to our me=
mory the fubftantial difhes of the ancient barons,
and we may guels from its fize that it has ferved
to roaft many an ox entire. Juft within the
door, on the right band, fome traces of ftairs
appear, leading to the fecond ftory, in which
probably was the grand hall, befides other
rooms, the ftate apartments being f{till higher.
The walls of the towers are pierced with loop-

holes ; thofe between have handfome Gothic
windows.
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windows. At the upper part of this magnificent
pile, the towers are contrated in diameter, and
eem to have communicated with the parapet
that goes round the outfide about fifteen feet
below the top. The fhrubs, the feftoons of

ivy, and the large fragments of flone hanging

from the fhattered battlements, impart the moft-

piturefque effeét to this bold relic of defolated
grandeur. Weeds and rubbifh choak up the
moat,-which’ was formerly of great width and
depth, and {urrounded the whole building,
receiving its fupply of water from a brook that
runs by the principal front, through the middle
of the village. |

Collinfon fays that this caftle was ereéted by
Sir John Dellamere, lord of Nunney, about the
end of the thirteenth century. He muft cer-
tainly be miftaken, however, in affigning its ar-

chite€ture to fo early 3 period. Our own ob-

{fervation led us to conclude that it was of {o

late a date as Henry VI.’s time.—The Dela-
“meres were very early poflefled of the chief

YOL. 11I. N manor

_ Somerfits
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manor of this place, which has commonly had
the addition of their name to its own. But we

have no account of any military tranfaétion here

‘until the reign of Charles I. when the caflle was

~ garrifoned for him and had a large magazine. In

September, 1645, it was taken by the Parlia-
ment, and probably foon afterwards difmantled
to prevent any future fervice that it might have
afforded to the king. The effetts of the fiege
are very vifible, particularly on its weftern

front.

Near the fouth fide of the caftle is an old
manfion called the Caflle-houfe, which was for-
merly the feat of the lord of the manor, but is
now faft decaying, except a few rooms inhabited
by a farmer. James Theobald, of Waltham-
place, in Berkfhire, Efq. is the prefent proprietor
of the eftate.

Contiguous to the church-yard of this village
we noticed a ruinous houfe to all appearance
very ancient, and called, we underftood, the

Court-
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Court-houfe. Tradition {ays there was once a
nunnery here, from which the place had its
name; if this account be true, the building in

queftion might have belonged to it,

Nunney is far from being a defpicable village,
and there is a fort of romantic appe.ﬁrance
in the fituation that renders it f)leafant. The
quarries around-it, produce a blackifh hard
limeftone, nearly allied to that which abounds
on Mendip. A fine bluifh lyas is alfo found not

- far diftant, and when polifhed feems not ill en-’

titled to the denomination of a marble,

Between Nunney and Brewton runs a roman-
tic dale, bounded by abrupt rocks, which in their
grotefque fhapes and verdant ornaments refem-
ble, in miniature, {fome of the crag {cenes of
Derbyfhire and Staffordfhire. 'We have here
too the idea of a chafm formed by a fudden,
partial convulfion.—This dale lies too far to the
right to be noticed without ftepping to fome

diftance from the high road, though the latter
N 2 {fome-

S ONIE ffﬁfr
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fometimes winds enough to bring to view fleep

delcents.

There is an effeé&t remarkably. pleafing in the
fcenery immmediately furrounding BREwWTON,
and, though the hills are neither bold nor well
fhaped in general, their gently undulating out-
line, added to the vividnels of the rich verdure
that covers them, interefts the eye extremely.
The vales are meadows, the declivities orchards,
and the eminences fheep-walks. The town is
fheltered on all fides, but the gréater part of it
ftands on a gentle elevation of ground, rifing
above the river Brew, from which it takes its
name. This place was once the feat of Sir
Maurice Berkeley, whofe younger fon John, as
a reward for his {ervices to the royal caufe,was
created by Charles TI. Lord Berkeley of Strat-
ton. The title became extin&t, however, in
1772, and the manor is become the property of
Sir Richard Hoare, Bart. Some walls, conti-
guous to the church, and a few unmeaning
{fragments are all the remains of the manfion,

the
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the principal materials of which were pulled Somerfer,
down by the prefent owner. The grounds are
ftill enclofed as originally. We found no vel-
tiges of the priory of Breﬁton;'indeed a con-
fiderable part of it was modernized and occu-
pied by the Berkeley family, and confequently
underwent the fate of their feat. The church,
which is a large ftruéture, has two quadrangular
towers, one occupying the weflt end, and the
other rifing from one fide of the north aile.
The latter feems to have belonged to the original
building, but the former is by far the molt
handfome, being finifhed in an elaborate ftyle of
Gothic, and ornamented with elegant pinnacles.
In this church, William, Lord Berkeley, his
fon Captain Berkeley, of the royal navy, and
Lord Fitzharding lie interred, and here (as ap-
pears by the regifters of the parifh) Charles 1.
once heard a fermon, preached by the Bifhop of
Bath and Wells.—There is a very rich holpital
in this town, the eftates belonging to which were
the gift of Hugh Saxey, who is faid to have been
ence a ftable-boy at one of the inns, but after-

" N3 wards,
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wards, by the help of a little education and a :

courfe of attive conduét, advanced to the poft
of Auditor to Queen Elizabeth. His ftatue may
be feen in a niche on the fouth fide of the court,
in which are feveral apartments and a neat little
chapel.—The income .of the eftates belonging ta
this charity amounts to confiderably more than
two thoufands pounds per annum.—There is a
manufatture of hofiery in Brewton, and a great
number of hands are employed in filk reeling,
whence it will naturally be fuppofed that the

place is by no means deficient in populouf-
nefs.

On the banks bordering the road to Caftle-
Cary, not two hundred yards from Brewton, we
were fortunate enough to find Campanula pa-
tule, which, by its profufion in this fituation,

would fcarcely feem ranked among thE: rareft
Englifh plants with propriety.

We were now too near to the Priory of

SIAVGRD:;LE to have been excufed, had we

Gmmf;:d

T e o
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“omitted afcertaining what remained of it. This Somer/et.
Priory was founded by Richard Lovyell, lord of
. the manor of Wincaunton (from which it is
not more than three miles diftant), for Canons
of the order of St. Auguftine.* The donation
of his eftates for this purpofe was made in the
reign of Henry III. In 1533, tl*ue-fuciety were
united to the Priory of Taunton; after the
“diffolution of that monaftery, the lands were
granted to John, Earl of Oxford, but to whom

they afterwards devolved I am ignorant,

Stavordale Priory has undergone an alter-
ation from which few monaftic ftruures that
were left in a tolerably perfeét ftate have been
faved. It is now a farm-houlfe and barn. The
latter was the chapel, and ﬂ:ﬂi retains fome
Gothic arches and carved timber work. In
the wall of the porch is the bafon for holy water,

and a turret remains on the top that was in-

* Collinfon's Hiflory of Somerfet, vols 3, Pe 330

N 4 tended



 Somerfets

184 OBSERVATIONS ON THE

—r

R . P e

tended for the bell. " There is nothing to give
you any idea of fplendor, or to fupport a belief -
of the original buildings'haﬁng occupied lai-r_;y
great extent of gréund,-but the fituation and
{cenery being not wholly unpitturefque E:‘::ci-te_'.

fome degree of intereft, and render the meta-

- morphofed Prior}r.deferviﬁg of being comme-

morated by the pencil.—In a field belonging to
the farm, fouth-weft of the houfe, fome remains

of an ottagonal ftone-crofs may be traced.

To render our circuit complete, it was ne-
ceflary to pals once more through Shafte{bury,
and indeed this place lay direétly in the line by
which we wifhed to continue our journey to a
part of Dorfetfhire that we were ftill defirous
of vifiting,

DORSET-
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: DORSETSHIRE

CONTINUED,

Tue track we had chofen condufted us
through the parifh of GirrLiNcHaM, fituated Gillingham.
in a low pafture country, clofe to the borders
of Wiltlhire, the chalk hills of which county
now ftretched on our left. Gillingham foreft
was disforefted by Charles I. It is aftonifhing
that fo large an extent of land (efpecially if we
include the foreft of Selwood) fhould have been
referved by our monarchs for wafte and wild
animals in a part of the country fo valuable for

the ﬁbjc&s of agriculture.

Pafling from Shaftefbury towards Blandford,

we foon lofe all appearance of any fubftance
befides
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befides flint and chalk, the commencement of
which, in this dire&ion, is marked by Melbury
hill,—a very bold f;_minencelrearing itfelf to the
height of one thoufand, five hundred, and ten
feet above the level of the fea. The declivities
were now again diftinguifhed by thofe fingular
natural terraces, which we fo often contemplated
with wonder on our tour, and which muft fo
often mir;u'r to the eyes of the traveller in tra-
verfing the downs of Dorfetfhire and Wiltfhire.
It may be unneceflary to fay that I allude to
the linches, or linchets, as they are c'alled,—gct}-_
logical appearances that we no where find ac-
counted for, though their fr(;qucncy and pecu-

liarily cannot but render them equall}r deferving

of attention with many objeéts that daily exer-

cife the ingenuity, and excite the contention of
philofophers.—I bave never feen thefe linches
but on chalk hills. An exception may be made,
indeed, 1n regard to fome limeftone foils, as

about Brewton, in Somer/{etfhire, and a few other

places, and, even in thefe inftances, the ridges

are extremely faint. It may be remarked, that

n
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in proportion to the fteepnefs of the defcent, the
narrower are the terraces, and the more abrupt
the ridges, but on an eafy declivity the areas
are very broad, and the ridges diminifh in fharp-
nefs. In moft inftances thefe laft run parallel to
the courfe of the valley immediately below,
thofe parts which have the greateft declination
hanging over the deepeft ground. Sometimes

they are feen to cut one another, and to run in

all dire€tions on the fame {lope, but the conco-"

mitant circumftances are great inequalities in
the neareft valley, or a peculiar irregularity in
the hill itfelf —From attending to thefe appear-
ances I could never form any other idea-than that
linches owe their origin to fubfidences of ground
in a ftate of folution. Upon this {uppofition,
wherever the greateft finkings took place, the
waves of mud that followed would f{lide loweft.
If the fubfidence was abrupt and {udden, the
greater would be the accumulation of the
foft matter rolling down for want of fupport;
if it was gentle and gradual, fhallow waves only
would follow, except near the upper parts, where

the
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the maffes would at firft flide with fome rapidity
and volume, on account of a greater fluidity of
the foil near the furface. Stratum after flratum
would continue to fink, until the more liquid
had wholly drained into the valleys and hollows.
The roundnefls of the érows of chalk hills can
be accounted for only by this theory, becaufe if
their upper ﬂ:rczm had not being originallj' fluid,
a fharpnefs of edge muft have been left. There
is another circumftance to be confidered : flint
fcarcely ever lies in any other than horizontal
beds,—at leaft {o far as I have obferved in tl'lﬂ

{outhern parts of our ifland. We cannot con-

ceive this,arrangement to have happened but in

confequence of depofition, though of the indi-
vidual procefs by which the depofition was oc=
cafioned it {eems as 1f we mult remain for ever

ignorant.

Huge undulations of chalk appear along this
edge of the county, their fides but {cantily co-
vered ih fome places with bruthwood and furze

until we come to the Chace.—On the right, the
fiftey
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fiter hills of Hod and Hameldon appear ; both
of thefe are fortified with ftrong, regular ram=
parts, and command extenfive views of the vale
of Blackmoor and the neighbouring country.

From the alpine nature of the fituation, a bo-

tanift may promife himfelf fome fuccels on

thefe heights. Dr. Pulteney found Cineraria

integrifolia (mountain flea-wort) on Hod-hill,

‘and I have myfelf feen Thefium linophyllum

(baftard toadflax) and Rubia [ylveflris in a wood
ﬂ{irting its declivities.—The {cenery of - the
Chace is in many points extremely beautiful,
gaining its effet chiefly from its wildnefs, and
from long blue hills in the diftance. Many
- groupes of trees, from the rudenefs and irregu-
larity of their growth, form very pitturelque
objeéts, and feduce the attention moft effetually

from the dreary country beyond.

There are no longer any traces of Pimpern
maze, which we had no occafion to go out of
our way to f{earch for, as it was fituated juft at
the conjunétion of the Salifbury and Shafte{bury

roads,

Dﬂ{'}'@: .
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roads. Hutchins fays it was deﬁm}red by the
plough in 1730 ; Dr. Stukely vifited it before
that year, and by his difqﬁiﬁtiﬂn upon it in his
Tiinerarium,* excited our curiofity to fee fuch a
work very f{trongly, though the learned anti-
quary muft certainly have firained conjeéture
a good deal too far in afligning the origin of the
Troy-towns, as they are called, to the Roman
times. The coincidence of appellations indeed
{cems at firft in a fingular manner to counte-
nance his idea of the games of Julus having
been introduced into England, for in fome parts
of the cﬂumrj} thefe mazes are called alfo Fu-
lian’s bowers. But when we confider that thefe
were merely a few banks, raifed with chalk and
turf two or three feet above the ground, and
curving in the manner of a labyrinth, wide
enough only to admit perfons on foot, it is more
natural to conclude that they were intended

folely for purpolfes ﬁf paftoral amufement,

o —————
—————

Vol 1, p. 97.

The
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The word Troy is likely to have been originally
Wellh, for mazes are frequent in Wales, and
have there the name of Caer-troi, fignifying

durning towns.

In order to vifit WHIBDRN—-MINS-TER, we
were obliged once more to pafs through Bland-
ford, from which a road -pafles a little to the
right of Badbury.—We had not planned well

in excluding Winborn from our firft tour, efpe-

cially as it was fo near when we firflt fet out.

This town is of high antiquity, and obtained
‘the name of Minfler from its church, which for-
merly belonged to a monaftery eretted here by
St. Cuthburga, as Leland tells us.* It ftands
on a gravelly foil between the Stour and the
Allen, and, though not a place of trade, contains
a good number of inhabitants, who have {fome

concern in the woollen manufaéture and the

* Liinerary, vol. 3, ps 72.

kmttmg

Dorfets
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knitting of hofiery.—The minfter is a ftrufture
delerving of particular notice, no lefs on ac-
count of its age and venerable appearance, than
of feveral peculiarities in its ftyle of architec=
ture. It meafures one hundred and eighty feet
in length, and has two quadrdngular towers, one
of which ftands on the middle’c}f the roof, and
the other at the weft end. There was once a
fpire on thé caftern tower, which, however, in
my opinion {uffered no !Dfs fromits fall. A cu-
rious mixture of the Saxon and Gothic orders
is obfervable through the whole of this building,
and thofe who imagine the latter to have [prung
out of the former may certainly here find fome
confirmation of their conjettures.* The inter-

4 laced

* T cannot hefitate to acknowledge, that for my own part, I haveals |
ways thought a tranfition from the Saxon into the Gothic ftyle extremely
ealy, and the reafons on which I have founded my belief that the one ac-
tually pafled into the other are the refult of a diligent ftudy of many dif=
ferent ftructurcs in this kingdom. It is very natural to imagine that fe-
veral of the peculiaritics by which the varieus orders are charaterifed
owe their origin to chance and fudden conceits of workmen., The per-
forations which occur in the church belonging to the Hofpital of St. Crofs,
near Wim:ht:ﬁe}, mufl have given an idea of a new and elegant kind of

arch,
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laced Saxon arches adorning the outfide of the
eaftern tower, being perforated in feveral places
under the points of interfeétion, abfolutely con-
ftitute Gothic.windows. In the infide, large
pointed arches may be feen {weeping round and
enclofing a row of fmall circular ones. The
arches of the nave are pointed, but have Saxon
mouldings, and the pillars are mafly. The
windows above thefe are very obtufe, and
would, on that account, feem to be of a modern

date, in comparifon with the reft of the church.

arch, whether the Gothic was then known as a feparate order or not, and
it is very improbable that its effeét fhould efcape the eye of an architect.
But fuppofing the Gothic arch to be wholly unconnefted with the Saxon
in its origin, and introduced from a diftant country, how happened it to
fpread in England by piece-meal only? The commencement of the
pure, abfolute Gothic is ufually fixed at about the end of the thirteenth

century. If this part of its hiftory be correct, the mixed ftyle muft have

prevailed nearly one hundred years, for we find no edifices in the uncor-

rupted Saxon after the year 1200. Long after the reign of Henry 111,
there ftill remained in the Gothic order what I cannot help confidering
as memorials of its origin,—detached fhafts fupporting the arches of win=
dows, which evidently correfpond with the appendages to the interlaced
circular arches on the towers of Winborn Minfter and the church of the
Hofpital of St,Crofs. The idea of the threc compartments in the
Gothic window may likewife be derived from the fame quarter,

VOL. II, e o8 ~—n
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—On the fouth wall of the choir four niches
ftill remain, and there are feveral old ftalls,
which probably belonged to the prebendaries
who were placed here after the nuns, but are
now occupied by the corporation. Cardinal
Pole, Camden fays, was fome time Dean.—
Among the diftinguifhed perfons interred in
this church are St. Cuthburga (who was fifter
of Ina, King of the Weft-Saxons, and wife of
Alfred, King of Northumberland), and King
Ethelred, flain in an engagement with the
Danes at Wittingham. The grave of the latter
is marked, but not by the ancient infcription.—
We admired very much the monument of Sir
Edmund Uvedale, fituated on one fide of the
fouth aile. Its date is 1606, but the workman-
fhip is fo extremely good that it would not dif-
grace a much later period. The figure, which
reprefents the knight reclining on one hand, has
uncommon eafe, and the execution of the ar-
mour and belt deferves particular notice. Un-
der an arch, on the fouth fide of the choir lie
the effigies of John Beaufort, Duke of Somerfet

and

-
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and his wife, the parents of Margaret, Countefs
of Richmond.—On the oppofite fide, Gertrude
Marchionefs of Exeter, and mother of Edward

Courtenay, Earl of Devon, was interred.—The

crypt underneath the choir feems to have been

built at the fame period as the reft of the
church'; it has pointed arches, with bold cir-
cular groins to f{upport the roof. This crypt
was formerly ufed as a chantry. The cavity
cut for containing holy water ftill remains.—
There is a library contiguous to the fouth part
of the minfter, but it contains only a few worm-
eaten books of {chool divinity, which I fee no
neceflity for chaining any longer. A polyglott
bible alone makes any thing like a refpe&able
appearance, among fo much rubbifh.—Divine
fervice is performed by three minifters, who are

eleted by the corporation.

South-eaft from Winborn-Minfter, at the
diftance of two miles, is the village of GreaT-
Canrorp, where are ftill fome remains of the
ancient manfion of the Longelpees and Monta-

02 cutes,

Dﬂfy’ﬂ »

Great
Canford.
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cutes, Earls of Salifbury. Thefe remains con-
fift chiefly of a kitchen, which is generally
known by the appellation of Fohn of Gaunts
éitchlsn, whether on account only of his having
been entertained here, or in confequence of his
having been proprietor of the manfion itfelf] I
cannot fay, though it does not appear by any
ancient records that the manor ever came into
the pofleffion of the Duke. The Kkitchen at
prefent adjoins to the houfe of Sir John Webb,

Bart. and has been much mndernized_ on the

outfide. Two curious embattled chimnies, how-

ever, are left ftanding. The {moke was let out
through perforations at the fides. Within, three
large fire-places may.be feen, but the commu-
nication between the two parts into which the
kitchen is divided has been ftopped, one being
now entered only from the ftreet. The largeit
fire-place meafures nearly twenty feet in width.
—It was in 1765 that the habitable part of
the old feat was pulled down, and the prefent

 houfe ereted, which is now the refidence of a

fociety of Nuns, for the accommodation of

whom
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whom it was extremely eligible. Thefe ladies, Doz
who are of the Carmelite order, came hither
from Hoftricht (between Antwerp and Breda)

about three years ago.

The church of Great Canford is a very an=-
cient ftruéture, though, from its meannefls, it at
firt appears unworthy of notice. The win-
dows of the tower are Saxon.—With regard to
the village itfelf, the fituation is pleafing, being
on the borders of fome wide, verdant meadows

which are watered by the river Stour,

~ The road from Winborn to Salifbury paffes

through the parifh of Cranborn, to the fouth-

welt of which ftands Winsor~ St. GiLEs, the Winborn S,
fecat of the Earl of Shaftefbury, This manor i
came into the poffeflion of the Afhleys in the

reign of Edward IV. The heirefs of Sir An-

thony Afhley, who was knighted at the fiege of

Cadiz, in 1597, brought it to the-Coopers of
Rockburn, in Hampfhire. Her fon became

Earl of Shaftefbury, and was Lord Chancellor

03 in
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in 1672. There are monuments of feveral of
this family in the parifh church, which is fituated
clofe to the park, and deferves mention, if only
on account of its neatnefs,—With regard to the
manfion, the eaftern part is the moft ancient, and
was the feat of the Afhleys; the weftern was
built in 1651. “The river Allen runs through
the grounds. . |

Mention of the Shaftefbury family muft ne- |
ceffarily bring to our minds the eloquent and
philofophic Earl who added fo much f{plendor to
it by his writings. It was to Michael Ainfworth,
a native of this village, that he addreffed his
“ Letters.”> His lordfhip’s benevolent difpofi-
tion prompted him to patronize this young man,
whofe relatives being placed but little above
poverty, he undertook to pay all his Univerfity
expences. |

. CraNBoORrN, occupying a low fpot not far

from the head of the Allen, was a place of great
note in the Saxon and Norman times, but there
' are
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are no particulars-in its hiftory deferving of
being recorded here, except the birth of Bifhop
Stillingfleet.—1It has the advantage of a market,
and is {urrounded.by a fine {porting country,
which, however, is now curtailed of fome of its
recommendations by the cf}nverﬁnn of a great
part of the Chace to the more ufeful purpofes of
hufbandry.,

It is with regret I find myfelf at length ar-
rived at the termination of my tours. Defcribing
has feemed like a fecond time furveying the
{cenes which I fhould never re-vifit without
new delight ; under that delufion .I have fre-
quently fallen into expreflions of admiration
applicable only to the reality. It is too probable
that I have erred in imagining that the reader
would partake of my fenfations, Whilft I have
contemplated a picture, he has had only a fketch
to infpeét, and a fketch roughly and imper-
feétly traced too, through the impotency of the
pencil employed upon it, as well as the im-
menfity of the original. Yet, if, I fhould for-

04 - tunately

Dﬂ?]f# *
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tunately have fucceeded in endeavouring to
excite an intereft in the fubjeft, to awaken
curiofity, to exercife fpeculation, or to guide
the traveller to objetts that may gratify him,—
I cannot confider my time ill fpent, nor defpair
of my undertaking being to fome extent ap-
proved.,

OBSER-
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OBSERVATIONS

EXPLANATORY OF THE

M A P.

TO f{um up the mineralogical Remarks, rela-
tive to foil, {cattered through thefe volumes, no
other means can be fatisfattorily made ufe of
but a delineation in the manner of a Map, by
which a general idea of the {everal tranfitions of
{ubftances may be obtained at one view. It
would be impoffible, however, to reprefent with
perfeét accuracy all the fuperficial flrata of fo
extenfive a diftrit as that which forms the
fubjett of the preceding obfervations, without
having furveyed every part of it with the moft
{crupulous nicety, and without a minutenefs of
infpeétion wholly irreconcileable with the ob-
jetts, and the opportunities, of a curfory jour-
ney. In faft, to mark obfervations merely

ACCl=
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accidental, trace every trifling irregularity, and
diftinguifh every fhade and faint variation, of
fubftances fpread over fo wide a fpace, would
not only require a {cale {o enlarged as to weary
the eye in follawing it, but, after all, become no
important acquifition to the more enlarged and
ufeful views of the geologift. I have not at-
tempted therefore to exhibit any thing more
than the grand firetch of the different flrata,
and the moft prevalent fubftance in the com-
pofition of each. The method ufually adopted
for thefe purpofes has been to ftain the fpaces
{uppofed to be occupied by the feveral fubftan-
ces with different colours, but thefe have always
appeared to me to be attended with many incon-
veniencies and imperfe€tions. As charatters
they are entirely arbitrary, and cannot be made
to exprels either the gradual changes of com-
pofition, or the connettion of firata one with
another.—A fecond method made ufe of in
minefalogical maps has been fhading, by means
of lines, in fuch a way that the alterations of foil
fhould be difcovered by their different direc-

tions
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tions and combinations. This idea feems to
have been firlt ftarted by Dr. Mattin Lifter,
more than a century ago. He publifhed his
plan in the Philofophical Tranfations,* under
the title of ““ A4 Propofal for a new Sort f:chiﬁ.r
of Countries,” which, was, in faét, the firft hint
of the utility of mineralogical maps in any
fhape. M. Guettard employs lines in his
“ Carte Mineralogique [fur la Nature et la Situa-
tion des Terveins qui traverfent la France et
I’Angleterre,” which occurs in the Hiftory of
the Royal Academy of Sciences for the year
1746. Mr. Whitehurft alfo (in his ““ Inquiry
into the original State and Formation of the
Earth’’) and Mr. Frafer (in his * dgricultural
Survey of Devonfhire”’) have purfued the fame
plan. Yet much greater advantages attend the
ufe of lines than appear in the above inftances,
or than have hitherto indeed been imagined.

Lines are charalters no lefs arbitary than co-

# Number 164, p. 739

lours,
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lours, if they can be applied to no other pur-
pole than the mere demarcation of flrata, with-
out denoting whether they have any affinity one
to another, or not, and whether they be infu-
lated, as i1t were, and terminate abruptly, or
connett themielves by a participation of the

fame f{ubftance in their compofition.

In the annexed Map, thefe points will feem to
be gained, it is hoped. . As an exemplification,
the charatters denoting killas and- argillaceous
flate may be compared with each other.—
Strait horizontal lines combined with diagonal
ones proceeding downwards from the left con-
ftitute the charafter for the former of thefe fub-
{tances ; undulated horizontal lines for the lat-
ter. The direftion of one of the component
parts of the charaéter for killas being made to
correfpond with that of the fimple lines denoting
the flate will ferve to point out the tranfition
of the one {ubftance into the other, fo obvious
in feveral parts of Cornwall and Devonfhire.
Strait lines, {eparately, in the fame direétion,

being
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being pitched upon to fignify clay, will exhibit
the affinity between it and the flate ;. by forming
a part of the charatter of killas they ferve allo
to fhew that a principal part of the compofition
of this laft is argill. The diagonal lines, which
are ufed feparately for ferpentine, point out the
other prevailing earth in killas, viz. the magne-
fian, and conneét the killas with granite, in which
they may reprefent the micaceous, as when in a
contrary direétion the quartzofe, portion of that
rock. It may be objetted that fimple lines are
by no means natural figns for a fubftance fo
compounded as ferpentine, efpecially when in
other fubftances they ftand for pure magnefia ;
clay, likewife, it may be faid, from never occur-
ring in the ftate of pure argill, is not reprefented
by the fame fign as the latter, nor quartzofe
rock by the fame as filex, with c-:;rnﬁﬁc:ncy.'. To
this I reply that as no other {ubftances occur in
the Map approaching more nearly to the {tate of
pure magnefia, argill, and filex than the {erpen-
tine, clay, and quartzofe rock, the fimple cha-
rafiers feemed rather eligible than otherwife; on

account
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account of the inconvenience attending a mul-
tiplication of figns. It would certainly be im-
proper to recommend them as general minera-
logical charatters, efpecially when others of an
analogous nature may be made merely by un-
dulating, doubling, or interrupting the lines ;
indeed chara&ers of this fort may be varied to
infinity,—a convenience that cannot be obtained

by colours.

I have been in fome perplexity to determine
whether the preponderating fubftance in the
compofition of a mineral, or the external ap-
pearance by which it is arranged in a fyftem,
fhould have the preference in regulating the
mineralogical fign. Upon the whole, it may
produce lefs confufion to follow the arrange-
ment obferved in {cientific catalogues, and I
have accordingly given the magnefian fign to
ferpentine, though it is well known that this
{pecies contains filex in the proportion of five to
three to magnefia. There are few inftances,
however, of the place of a mineral in the fyftem

being
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being at variance with the proportions of its
component parts.

In defining the extent of fome [flrata which
our route did not allow me the means of tracing
fufficiently myfelf, I have depended on the beft
information I could procure, though it has
rarely happened that I have had occafion to
apply to other quarters, as the gaps in my own

oblervations were few.

As the infertion of the names of towns and
the courfe of rivers in a map of {o fmall a {cale
would have occafioned great confufion, thofe of
the more remarkable projettions and recefles of
the coaft only are hoticed.l

There cannot be a more convenient plan for
conftruéting a mineralogical Map than this here
propofed. A ruler and a pen or pencil are all
the materials neceflary for a traveller to carry
with him in order to delineate as he proceeds.—
If it be as prafticable to reprefent the foil as it

18
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is any piturefque obje& that occurs, (and
there is no queftion that the ftudy is equally
ufeful), we may hope to {ee very fhortly a
complete piéture of the mineral face of the

whole ifland.

Length
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Length of the /éwm[ Stages

ON THE

PRECEDING TOURS.

FIRST TOUR.
iR —

Milez,

(FROM Savrissury to) Spetifbury ( Dor-
fet) by Moore-Critchill . : s

Swanwich . ¢ ) A : . 20

Poole, and back, including Studland, the

Aggleftone, and Brownfea . . 22

Weft Lullworth, including St. Adhelm’s

head and Kimmeridge . : et
Weymouth . : Aol g . . 12
Chefilton . ? . : : S

YOL, II. . p Portland
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Portland bill, and back, including Kingfton

Abbotfbury . el . ; 5
Bridport . : - ’ ikt e
Charmmqth : : :

Iid}rme-Rr:gis . St : .

Sidmouth (Devon)

o
L]
L]

Ottery St. Mary . gy QK'Y .

F.xeter . : - - .

Thorverton, and back, including Upton-

Pyne % b H g

- -

Teignmouth, by Powderham Caftle and

Start-point . - .

Chudleigh il

Afhburton, including Bovey-Heathfield

Totnels oAl e

Torquay, including Berry-Pomeroy

- Dartmouth. . . k

L] @ -

16

11

10

14
Ivy-
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Ivy-bridge T : : : i b7
Pfymﬂuth . ‘ L . - ol <
Saltafh (Cornwall) . . oot
Fowé;:r, including Eaft and Weft Looe .- 20
St. Germain’s . . | . ‘ -

Menabilly . ¢ : : . Salliid
Polgooth Mine, and back : : el
Roche Rocks, and back : . SR i
Truro . .. . : . . 18
Falmouth . : : . : A 1‘2

Cape Lizard, by Gweek and Mullion . 2O

Hellton . - | . : - o 11
Marazion, including Pengerfwick . . 10
Penzance - . ; - . . o Lo o
St. Burien’s, including Bolleit 5 SR

St. Juft, including Treryn and Land’s-end 10
St. Ives, including Caftle Chun _ . P b
= ’ k

P2 : Cam-
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Camborn, including Hale Pounding-houfes. 10

Redruth . . . 4

Gwennap Mines, and back 8

St. Agnes, by the North Downs 6
St. Michael, including Huel-Mexico

St. Columb : . 7

Bodmin . - ; i 11

Camelford, by Wadebridge . ; 16
Tintagel & .. : : : : Sl
Launceiton, including Bofcafile |, 17

Callingoon i drsas L2l il

Saltath, including Pentilly Caftle . 7
Bere-Alfton,” and back ( Dfa;.sm) | 5 g

Plymouth »Herad

Plymouth-Dock, and back : i

Mount Edgcumbe, and back . PR

Taviftock, through Plym Wood . 8

10 °

Oke-
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Okehampton, including Lidford . 1h

Exeter ; . : ; - allie L
Honiton . : ; A > AR
Axminfter . - i : ; NN

Ford Abbey, and back . A " L ! |

Bridport ; : . : : AR .

-

Dorchefter . : - y - oA

Blandford . : . . : 46
SALISBURY : AL : Ii%an
Total Length of the firft Tour . . 729

P 3 SECOND
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SECOND TOUR.

(From Savissury to) Shaftefbury (Dorfet) 20

Milborn-Port

Sherborn
Cern-Abbas, and back .

Broad-Marfton (Somer/et)

Ilichelter

Somerton
Langport

Taunton

Columbton (Devon)

Exeter

Crediton

L

[ ]

L

L]

-

4

-

M v

24

13
27

Bow



Bow. s i e . . . R
Hatherleigh . s rin e . R U
Torrington . . . : : . %3

Biddeford, including Frithelftoke . JHg
Hartland, and back . . . /.30
Barnftaple . ; . . . Lk

Ilfracombe . . | A . el

CGmbE—MHI’tiH - & - - T 5

Linton : : . b . B Lo,
Porlock (Somer/et) : | -
Minchead . . - : at R
Dunfter : : . . : . 10k

Watchett, including Old-Cleeve . o
Bridgwater . . : . : e ey
Banwell ; . . , . « 20
Woodlpring, and back . - ; o 14
Chedder . : - : e N

P 4 Wells,
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Wells, including Wookey . 7 . WO
Glaftonbury : - : - il 40l

Bath'' - . . - - i gn

Frome . . ; . : sl
Nunney ; . . ‘ v idg
Brewton . . . . . g

Shaftefbury (Dor/fet), including Stavordale

Priory . : - L

Blandford . . - 4 g R 1
Winborn . 2 3 . ; L

Great Canford, and back ) gl 4

Cranborn & 0. i, : L
SALISBURY . ! : ‘ L
Total Length of the fecond Tour . . 461

INDEX.,
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Abbotfbury, vol. i. page 6g
St. Adhelm’s Head, i. 29
- Chapel, i. 30

Aggleftone, i, 22

St. Agnes, i. 248

Amphitheatre, Roman, near Dorchefter, i. 322
Antimony mines, i. 260

Afhburton, i. 209

Axminfter, i. 312

St. Auttle, i, 169

Badbury, i. 4
Banwell, ii. 118
Barn-g
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Barnftaple, ii. 67

Barrows, near Woodyates, i. 2

on St. Auftle Downs, i. 168
Bath ftone, remarks on the, ii. 166
Bere-Alfton, i. 276

Berry-Pomeroy Caftle, i. 111
Biddeford, ii. 57

Blandford, i. 334

Blafe, Bifhop, memoirs of, ii. 40
Bodley, Sir Thomas, memoirs of, i. g1
Bodmin, i. 255

Bofcaftle, i. 264

Bovey coal-pits, i. 106

Bow, ii. 49

Bradnich, ii. 46

Brent Torr, ii. 116

Brewton, ii. 180

Brianfton Houfe, i. 333
Bridgwater, ii. 112

Bridport, i. 73

Quay, i. 74

Brownfea, i. 24

Burning of the hill cuftom, ii, 134
Burton-Pynfent, ii. 33
St. Buryen’s, 1, 212

C- Cad-
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C:;dbury, i, 23
Caharrack mine, i. 244
Calamine of Mendip, general remarks on the, ii. 128

» bome, what, ii. 128

g

Callington, i. 273
Camelford, i. 258
Camerton coal mines, ii. 164
Campanula pafufﬁ, remarks on, ii. 182
Cannington, ii. 111
Canford, Great, ii. 195
Caple, what, i. 156
Carnon ftream-works, i. 173
St. Catherine’s Chapel, i. 69
Cerne-Abbas, ii. 17
Chalk-boundaries, i. 14
Charborough, i. 8
Charmouth, i. 75
Chedder, ii. 122
Chedder-pink, (Dianthus czfius), remarks on the,
ii. 126
Chefil bank, i. 53—66
Chefilton, i. 54
China-flone, what, i. 169
Chudleigh,
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Chudleigh, i. 104

Chun-Calftle, 1. 224

Cleeve Abbey, ii. 105

Climate of the weftern part of Cornwall, remarks on
the, i. 194

Clovelly, ii. 61

Coal-clives, what, ii, 163

Coal mines of Somerfetfhire, remarks on the, ii, 161,
165

Cobalt mines, i. 246

St. Columb, 1. 254

Columbton, ii. 46

Combe-Martin, 1i. 73 -

Cook’s-kitchen mine, i. 237

Copper ore, how refined, i. 231

mines of Cornwall, general remarks on the,
i. 234

Corfe Caftle, i. 11

Cornifth daw, (Corvus Gracculus) defcription of the,
i, 263

Cornifh language, remarks on the, i. 269

Cranborn, ii. 198

Crawford, i. §

Crediton, ii. 47

Critchill Houfe, i. 3

Cromlechs,
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Cmmlechs,'remarks on, i. 225
Croots, what, 11. 132

Crop, what, ii. 163
Crofs-courfe, what, i. 247
Cullbone, ii. g4

Damory Houle, i. 334
Dartmoor, i. 299
Dartmouth, i. 123

Dawlifh, 1. 100

Dcading-bed, what, ii. 132
Denyball flate-quarries, i. 258
Dolcooth mine, i. 236
Dorchefter, i. 321

Druidical Circle of Stones, at Bolleit, i. 211

Iy 218
Dunfter, ii. g8

Edyftone, i. 284
Encombe, i. 31

Erica vagans, remarks on, i. 182, 189

, near Winterborn-Abbas,

Fxacum
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Exacum filifsrme, i. g
Bxeter, .. g&
Exmouth, i. g9

Falmouth, i. 176.
Flowerbury Hill, i. 48
Ford Abbey, i. 314
Fowey, i. 139
Frithelftoke Priory, ii. 54

Frome, ii. 169

St. Germain’s, i. 133
Giant’s coit, 1. 225
Gillingham, ii, 185
Glaftonbury, ii. 147

Torr, ii. 157

— Thorn, remarks on the, ii. 15g

Glaze of earthen ware, ii. 59

Goffan, what, 1. 243

Gothic order, remarks on the, ii. 192
Grampound, i. 169

Gregortes ( Narciffus pﬁm’m.ﬁfarqﬁ:j Vi sk

Graoves,
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Grooves, v,
}what, 1. 131

Groovers,

Growan, what, 1. 246

Gwennap mines, i. 243

Hale, i. 228

~—— Pounding-Houfes, 1. 234
Harptree, Eaft, ii. 132
Hartland, ii. 61

Priory, ii. 62

— Quay, ii. 64
Hatherleigh, ii. 51

e = emTarm

Helix maculsfa, remarks on, 1. 227
Helfton, i. 190 f
Henftridge-Afh, ii. 3

Hinton, 1i. 168

Honiton, i. 311
Huel-Friendfhip, i. 296

Gons, i. 236

— Jewel, (Devon) 1. 297
(Cornwall) i. 246

Mexico, i. 252

— Unity, (Devon) i. 297

Huel-
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Huel-Virgin, i. 244 |

Hufley, Mr. Giles, memoirs of, i, 35

lichefter, ii. 23
1lfracombe, ii. 71
Iron-ftone, what, i. 239
St. Ives, i. 226
Ivy-bridge, i. 128

St. Juft, i. 221

K

Karn-breh- Caftle, i. 240
— Chapel, i. 220

Kent’s hole, i. 119

Killas, remarks on, i. 296, ii. 7¢
Kimmeridge coal, i. 32

Kingfton Hall, i. 4

— Houle; i. 326

Kynance Cove, i. 184

Land’s-end, i, 217
- Langport,

h'l.-_
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Langport, ii. 29

Laver (Ulva Lafiuca ), remarks on, ii. 109
Launcefton, i. 265 v
Lead-mines of Mendip, remarks on the, ii. 131
Lidford, i. 303

water-fall, i. 301

Liguflicum Cornubienfe, remarks on, i. 256
Limeftone of Somerfetfhire, remarks on the, ii, 167
Linches, ii. 186

" Linmouth, i. go

Linton, i. go

Lizard, Cape, i. 187

Loggen Stones, i. 215

Looe, Eaft, i. 136

Welt, ib.

Lullworth Cattle, i. 35

Cove, i. 46
Wett, i. 45
Lyas, blue, what, ii. 26

—— white, what, ii. 33
Lyme-Regis, i. 76

M

Maiden Caftle, i. 319
VOL, II, Q ] Maker-



INDEX.,

Maker-Heights, i. 283

Manganefe, remarks on, i. G4y 1. 47
Marfton-Broad, parifh of, ii. 22

—— ftone, defcription of the, ii. 2T
St. Mawe’s, i, 178

Mazes, or Troy towns, remarks on, it. 190
Melcombe Regis, i §I

Menabilly, i. 149

Mendip hills, remarks on the, ii. 123, 126, 135
~——— mines, remarks on the, 1. 133
St. Michael, i. 254

St. Michael’s Muunt, 1. 195
Milborn-Port, ii. §

Milton Abbey, i. 326

Minehead, ii. g6 |

Mines of Cornwall, how defcended into, i. 164

- — remarks on the, i. 251
Mining, Cornith mode of, i. 158
Monkleigh, ii. 55
Moors of Somerfetthire, remarks on the, ii. 113
Meporflone, defcription of the, 1. 219
Mount Edgcumbe, i. 282
Muchelney, ii. 30
Mullion, 1. 180

N. Newton
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Newton manganefe mine, ii. 47

Nine-barrow Down, i. 17 ' ]
North down mines, i. 246

————— Shore of Poole-harbour, i, 25

Norton St. Philip, ii. 168
Nunney, ii. 176

O
Okehampton, i. 305
Ottery St. Mary, i. 83
" Over Stowey, i, 111

P

Pendennis Catftle, i. 177
Pengerfwick, i. 192
Penryn, 1. 175 ;
Pentilly Caftle, i. 274
Penzance, i» 210
Peverel Point, i. 21

Pilchard fifhery, remarks on the, i. 140

defcription of the, #4,
Q 2 P]ym-
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i b

1}’!11-1.5’00{3, i. 291
Plymouth, i. 278
Dock, i. 280
Plympton St. Mary, i. 129

e ———

Poldice mine, i. 245

Polgooth mine, i. 155

Poole, i. 26

——— Harbour, remarkable appearance of the tides in,
i. 28 .

Poore, Bithop, memoirs of, i. 6

| Porlock, Eaﬁ, il. 92

— Weft, ii. 93

Port Eliot, i. Ij5

Portland, general obfervations on, i. 64

Caftle, i. 54

————— Stone, 1. .56, 63

e

Poth Stream-works, i. 152

Poundbury Camp, i. 319

Powderham Caftle, ii. g8

Probus Church, .i. 170

Prynne, William, memoirs of, ii. 100
Promontorium Herculis, remarks on, ii. 65

Purbeck, general obfervations on, i. 34

Stone, defcription of the, 1. 20

Q. Quan-
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Q

Quantock Hills, ii. 109

R

Radftock coal mines, . 163'
Redruth, i. 242
Roche-Rocks, i. 166

Saltafh, i. 132
Saltram, i. 131
Sandesfoot Caftle, i. 51 1
Scilly ifles, general remarks on the, i, 218
Shaftefbury, ii. 2
Sherborn, ii. 6
Shipham, ii. 127
Sibthorpia Eurcpea, hiftory of, i. 138
Sidmouth, i. 81
Soap-rocks, i. 183 °
Somerton, ii. 28
South-Hams, i, 127
Spetifbury, i. 7
| Q 3 Stalbridge,
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Stalbridge, ii. §

Stavordale Priory, ii. 182

Steam-Engine, hiftory of the, i. 161 (note)
Steatites, remarks on, 1. 183

Strangeways Caftle, i. 72

Stour, ii. 4

Studland, i. 22

Swanwich, i, 19

i b

Tamarix Gallica, remarks on, i, 207
Taviftock, i. 291
Taunton, ii. 338

Vi, W

Dean, ii. 37
Tawton, North, ii, 49
Teignmouth, i. 100
Thorverton quarries, i. g5
Tin, how roafted, i. 173
m—— how {melted, i. 172
—— how coined, i. 171

——— mines of Cornwall, hiftory of the, i. 223

of Devonfhire, hiftory of the, i. 298
Tincroft mine, i. 240

Zin-flone, what, i, 245
Tintagel,
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Tintagel, i. 260

Tin, wood, what, 1. 154
Torbay, i. 122
Torquay, i. 117

Torr Abbey, i. 115
Torrington, ii. 53
Totnefs, i, 110

La Trappe, Monaftery of, i. 42

— Hiftory of the order of, i. 43
Treryn Caftle, i. 214

Truro, i. 170

Turbo rudis, defcription of, i. 277

‘T'wyniho family, memoirs of the, ii. 171

U

Under-Mendip mines, ii. 131

Upton-Pyne manganefe mine, i. g3

Vv

Valley of Stones, ii. 34-
Vegetable decompofition, remarks on, ii, 88
Venus Cardivides, defcription of, i, 178

Via Iceniana, i, x

Q 4 W. Wade-
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Wadebridge, i. 258

Wareham, 1. 10

Watchett, ii. 109

=—-—— limeftone, remarks on the, ii. 107
Wells, ii. 139 :
Weymouth, i. 50

Wherry mine, i. 208

Winborn St. Giles, ii. 192

— Minfter, ii. 191
Woodfpring, ii, 120

Wookey Hole, ii. 136
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VOL. 1.

Page 28, line g, (note) for todidem read totidem.

— 214, = 13, for each “read them,

e !15?_— E, — I:I,ﬂi‘ — bﬂW|

— 235, == 12, = remind — reminds.

— 322, — 16, — Iier w— Itinerarium, .
YOL. 11,

— 22, == 18, — feems — fecmt,

37, = 13, — begins — begina

44, == 12, = irreconciliable = irreconcileable,
46, — 10, after the infert foot,

— = 11, dele foor,
123, — 19, between of and Lills infert rhe,
131, == 8, for pleafes read pleafe.

168, = 3, for appurtenanccs vead appertenances.
L]
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Direétions for placing the Plates.

VO I
View of Corfe Caftle to face - - page 12
Berry Pomeroy Caftle - — 112
—— Dartmouth Caftle - - — 127
——— Roche Rocks = = - - — 168 .
—_— St. Michael’s Mount e L]
——— Caftle Karnbreh = o= =g
—— Taviftock Abbey - - — 293
« Okehampton Caltle = =500
VOL. 1I.
e~———— Sherborn Caltle - - =— 8
———— Torrington Bridge - - - =— 53
———— Valley of Stones =hE AT e g
———— Woodlpring Priory - - ~— 121
———— Chedder Cliffs - - - — 123
——— Glaltonbury Abbey -\ - — 151"
e NUnmney Caftle: = ° = = —177
Stavordale Priory - - — 184

BRD. o (e e T — 208


















