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PREFA CLE.

THE York AsyLum contest has attracted gencral attention,
and is of more than local importance. It is discussed by our
reviewers and reported by our Legislative committees. It
affords a lesson to the fearful never to despair; and may teach
other old Governors, as well as the old Governors of a lunatic
receptacle, that if they will oppose reform, they must submit to

revolution,

Mr. Jonathan Gray's very excellent History of this Insti-
tution, is now in every body’s hands. A clear outline of past
transactions will be seen in that work, but the picture wants a
finish ; the minor parts are to be filled up ; and what with him
was a narrative, is here a drama; here the parties speak for
themselves, for the most part it will be allowed, con amore
and from the heart.

In this, as in most human transactions, effects appear wholly
disproportionate to their causes. By Dr. Burgh, Mr. Mason
the poet, and Mr. Withers, the reform of the Asylum was for-
merly attempted, but attempted in vain: they were always
overruled and not seldom insulted.—What strenuous efforts
fruitlessly combined to accomplish, a little volume, in which
the Asylum was scarcely mentioned, has at once achieved.—
I hardly need name Mr. 8. Tuke's account of the Retreat.—
Had this interesting work opened the eyes of the old Go-
vernors, the wonder would have been less: Instead of opening,

it closed their eyes; the more there was to be seen, the less

they would see
would do.

the more there was to be done, the less they
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\ing on a suspicious and irritable

iguod EviciLaTor : the public at-

and surmises were started;

My, Tuke's work oper:
prm!umd the letters s

ecame roused—doubts
right, or daring in wrong, a general chal-
that challenge Was answered ; with what

mind,
tention b
cither confident in
lenge was given ;
results it is needless to add *.

The ¢ Description of the Retreat” was unquestionably the
prime cause, Mr. Higgins an able and eflicient mediom of the
explosion, but it was the forpedo of J;]vmn._qnﬁjlimﬁen; which

Blew up is own Asylam.

# Thé challenge was amswered chiefly by Mr. Higgins, in a statement of several
eaces of gros urglﬂctand abuze. The public, interested by the previous discussion,
watched with anxiety the ennduct of the Governors, Their decision on the first caze,
that of Vickars, on the mere assertion of the servants, (the parties accused,) exciteda
strong feeling of indignation.—There ap peared but one means of obiaining justice in
the remaining cases. A number of gentlemen determined to qualify as Governors and

enter the Court, on the day which was fixed (or their hearing.—The Court was taken

By susprise—The reform of the Asylum was sealed by this step,
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COMPLETE COLLECTION, &o.

From the York Chronicle, Sept. 25, 1813.

Mr. Eprror,

WIHEN a vessel or a fort becomes the subject of attack, it
matters not whether hostilities be carried on by storming,
boarding,” grape or shells, or by sapping, mining, catamaran,
or torpedo. The intended effect is the sameyand the same
necessity exists for active delence. In like manner, when an
attempt is made to injure the reputation and interests of any
public body, or private individual, it is of little moment to the
assailed party, whether the measure be accomplished by open
libel, or masked insinuation. If no means of defence are em-
ployed, the mischief may be equal from either method ; and it
1s therefore equally incumbent on the object of either species
of attack, to notice and repel it.

The following brief statement will illustrate these remarks :

In an Account of the Quakers’ Retreat for Lunatics, near
York, published a sliort time ago, some higi.ly indecorous and
ljurious insinuations were thrown out against other establish-
ments for the same purpose, the intended application of which,
no one could misunderstand; and which were as strikingly
illiberal as they were grossly unfounded. T'o this attack it was
not thought neéessary to reply ; but a PRINTED HAND-
BILL bhaving been recently received, which informs its readers
in terins characteristic of similar productions, that the PHY -
SICIAN to the Quakers’ Retreat, has formed an establish-
ment for the reception of persons afflicted with insanity, “ with
a view to introduce, on a small scale, the mild methods of
treatment in use at that Institution,” it would be an act of
culpable supineness, to allow it to pass by without some de-
gree of notice. It must be obvious to every one, that the words
of this_ Advertisement (which may be considered in the light of
a torpedo) were intended to impose a belief on its readers,
that methods of treatment of an opposite description, were
employed at the other Establishments for insane persons in
York and its Vicinity; an insinuation in itself as disingenuous,
and as totally destitute of foundation, as the manner of making
it is perfectly unprofessional, and pal pably incorreet.

The object of this letter being merely to expose these pro-
ceedings, from a sense of duty to others, and of justice to the

B
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. f naregnal animosity are utterly dis-
IR R e 11?. “_H ti’.‘t"]l”"‘-“ {}1 l'IE_'-:‘I £O1 i A -
Yxiter 8 S % should any one be desirous of

-::ln-ifljf?:-ii\l:,]i \E'il{l '-%;T':"I“"ﬁi:::11:1:“11*-“ name, which it is not thought
;11:-{:;3:4;:|r\' 1:3 obtrude upon the puhlit‘, it may be easily known
by imiuif‘y at your thice.
I am, Mr. Editor, &c.
EVIGILATOR.

i"urk, September 22, 1813.

_——d:::-i--ﬁéﬂ*}cjf&p—*'—

From the York Chronicle of Sept. 20.

Oth Month, 20, 1813,

IN your last week’s paper you have '.”H"Tf“d a Letter under

the signature of Ewigiiator, m which is the following para-
graph, viz. -
« In an Account of the Quakers’ Retreat for Lunatics near
York, published a short time ago, some highly il‘.lﬂi",:ﬂl.'[:ur'-‘.
¢ and injurious insinuations were thrown out against other
¢ Fistablishments for the same purpose, the intended applica-
¢ tion of which, no one cenld misunderstand, and which were
4 a5 strikingly illiberal as they were grossly unfounded.”

As the Author of the Book alluded to in the preceding pa-
ragraph, 1 must heg leave to say a few words in reply.

:"{.

Rl W W
=

Your readers will, doubtless, have observed, that the very
serious charges which Evigilator has exhibited against me, are
not supported by any quotation, or even a reference to any
particular passages in the Book in question. ¥ might perhaps,
therefore, have been satisfied with calling upon your corres-
pondent to support s aceusations by evidence, and have re-
served the whole of my defence till 1 should learn the particu-
Jar instances of my imputed fault.

1 eannot, however, reirain, in the mean-time, from so far
endeavouring to unprejudice the public as to declare, that the
f'f'nmi'k!-i whichi are made on the frequent inhuman treatment of
-ilsane persons, were not directed against any particular esta-
blishment. 1t is asserted, that this unbappy class of people
are Loo ui_t:*n T.a'f*:it{w[ in a most il!ljlu‘.ivlm:r:.;m'ei harbaraus man-
!'IHI‘, andd 1t & h':g‘]!nlm' wishes for il]:q.!'.:”l:"l'-:-'] I regret to say it
15 1 my power t.” produce many. lt'is alse ;,,._g_..i{.l;-i;_urij that tue
;.‘1'-""'””1“_[ mode of treatment in the Retreat, is more mild thon
that of most other establislimencs of a similar kind. It Evigi-
.*i:.l’.";.'.l.l ll'h'il:-.l Ehl‘.‘} i Must 1'[‘Lii.: a4t nlm to !}11;|-_1 ollt gany iI!!‘-'.I[i.il-'
fions 1n which the use of chiains is entirely {liHCLII'LLL‘{".‘I and ia
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THE YORK LUNATIC ASYLUM, 4

which other modes of coercion are employed in an equally mo-
derate degree, as is the case in the Retreat. #

It is neither aflirmed nor insinuated in the work which has
given so much offence, that had practices exist in all esta-
Llishments, or that there are not any institutions as well ma-
naged as the Retreat. Whence then has arisen this extreme
tenderness in the mind of Evigilator? What would Le think
of a man, who should feel himself personally insulted by the
maxim of the Grecian Sage, the majority are wicked —and the
abuses in the management of the insane are, I fear, hardly less
notorious than the general depravity of mankind.

[ conless mysell at a loss to conceive for what purpose
Evigilator has presented so warlike a front. I can assure Liim,
that tiie attitude he has assumed is far from having had any
discouraging elfect upon me.

If any thing which is said in the Description of the Retr at,
1s calculated to sap or underiine that detestable system of treat-
ment to which the insane are too frequently exposed, I suall
sincerely rejoice: and I assure Evigilator, that, so far from
being alarmed by the attack he has made upon me, 1 will at
all times be ready to defend, according to the best of my abi-
lity, the cause of this unhappy class of my fellow-creatures,

One compliment I must pay Evigilator: he thinks that * it
would be an act of culpable supineness” to do otherwise than
he has done. Supineness is certainly the cause of most of the
abuses in public establishments, and I ardently wish that the
Governors and Ofiicers in establishments for the care of de-
ranged persons, may be as jealous of the existence of abuses, as
your correspondent is of their imputation.

I have only to add, that I do not feel myself, or the institu-
tion which 1 have described, at all implicated in the remarks
of Evigilator on the advertisement of the Physician to the Re-
treat.—1 shall, therefore, leave these remarks to his 0wWn
animadversions, and do not doubt your ready insertion of this
reply to the severe charges exhibited against me,

5. TUKE.
* See Description of Refreat, p. 167.

e T —

From the York Chronicle of Sept. 30.

S1RS,

WHEN the Quakers’ Retreat was first established, for the
receplion of insane patients, it was publicly avowed that ‘the
mildest methods of treatment weuld be adopted in that Insti-
tution. Professional men may surely be permitted to thivk

B2
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differently on this, or any other |m'm_l .nFF ]‘rrqltiltt .I{.'ltihlimt af-
taching censure to either 1’;'1.”}-' 1 ].h'l\i:' .i:?x”i:l lit JI:H e : or m.m.ﬁ
than ten years, the g‘um‘; effects of the sy .'vt_k m 1 founc !l# prac-
tice at 1_!1;3 Retreat ; and had made ap my mind to P""'h.”t‘- the
same plans, it my practice should ever be extended in that
line of my l}rui'ﬂsn‘ritnh .

I have now expended a mnsl;lr_l{wn'l;'ln sum of money in the
purchase of property, and I’*f”“dlmf accommodations for insane
persons, I t!-:'vrt'm‘v"1111‘.?;1"*’1 it proper ti{ oive notice 1n the man-
ner I have done, that my houses at (TIlEIl_un were ready for the
‘reception of patients. In deing ﬂn% I did not ﬁli}.:lli-‘l:_.'hi_‘li }‘IJ:1_HL
oive offence fo any one, or be considered as censuring, In the
amallest deoree, the treatment adopted at any other l'H[iI!IJJ]':ih—
ment in York or its Vicinity.—Very few, I trust, ‘L_}'lﬂ he immd_
to think, with the person who signs himself ‘I-:\:iguln._rnr? that I
have acted unprofessionally or mcorrectly i pablishing tle
notice alluded to, more especially as it relates to a concern not
wholly medical. T think it right, however, now, that the no-
tice should appear in your paper, and request you will insert
1L LO-IOrEeww.

I am your ebedient Servant, :
W. BELCOMBE.
York, 29th Sept. 1813, '

(COPY.)

“ At Clifton, near York, a private Establishment has been
formed under the direction of the Phiysician to the Retreat, or
Quakers’ Asylum, for tiie reception and cnre of persons af-
flicted with nervous Complaints and Insanity, with a view to
introduce, on a small seale, the milld methods of treatment in
use at that Fustitution.”

S L R PR S e

« From the ¥York €hron iele of Sept. 30,

Sk, ﬁ\u‘”ﬁﬂfﬂ.rril'fun, ;'.';E*Jirif. Q7th, 1813.

y I'['lr ir-c_l:uﬁl:mmr}' with Travellers to call
taining |:1_!r'.l's;:;?*nt-v of the 'mportant events which now attract
]lu_v attention of alk the world. After my supper this evening,
ey el appeite o s on oo gy
.‘l..liE"EHE'.im‘.. l F;-}ri;:itir'-m ‘I“:"‘l .-!k_h“‘” AL partiality for
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. a5 at the same time laid upon the table.

idr the PPapers, con-

ATy account from the hate Gazettes I}I:*:fﬂf‘il
ere read, Ist dispatch—* fore 5 yr Jron
:Jf:';eif{'.l?'g-rf VT .-'\-::“-.‘{ 1 I _,-fl” 'r-f’fli W L. I‘-'il-“l .»‘rj oy
Jact of 5fo - / e camp.”  2d dispatch— melancholy
‘-‘- J {_. 5 . i 1 L] ] a 5

ik Baving lost boin his legs.” 3d document-—

me much: I i
L -h-'f:‘:,l.lp.r_,r.'rr-

4 Tt
geilés ¢
soner
!
]-[|_|_1|,'|1.i5'I
Gran!
giu;.,qlil
p
[ ]
parried
by ¥
Noe!
gllan
jug 10
menly
gperd

I
by an
eplafil
York |
Jufsont
SIVETel
left it
raze i
j[ l.'fi]!'
0eCas1)
mere §
lfensiy

Bul
¥hon th
diseore
Bil»
Einucty

ttl'lr;.]-l
et o



Peady r
PPose ] g
~arng, jyj
uer 'i"?mi,.:
Wikl be fogy
pilator, g

Iﬂr.-‘[.m ri

it CONF o
y Ut fhey
ou Will e

LCOMBL

vent bt b
1 Retre 1
[ |rh¢-ﬁ k
with & Ferd

{reatmei i

-

" THE YORK LUNATIC ASYLUM. i)

“ Tmportant Victory over Vandamme ; and ithly— a Ga-
zette, containing the mumerical account of cannon and pri-
soners taken in the various actions.”

My heart was flled with exultation at these alorious achieve-
ments of our Allies —notinng less than the humiliation of the
Girand Tyrant and the repose of all the world filled my imae-
gination . When casually casting my eye upon a' column of the
paper parallel to that which contained this gratilying intelli-
gepce, d fornd an account of further hostilities bhaving been
carried on by “Storming,” “ Boarding,” Grape orShells”
by « Sapping,” “ Mining, Catamaran,” or “ Torpedo”—
Now ! thougot I, for the fall of Dresden! And who is the
gallant General that has employed all these means? On look-
ing for tire wame and the date, I discovered, swih astonish-
ment, that “ York” was the scene of these tremendous wilitary
operations.

In a fit of terror and surprise the paper fell from my hand—
by an duveluntary impulse 1 rang the bell; and on the waiter
entering, anxiously enquired if he had heard that the City of
York had been blown into the skies by some insidious Revo-
lutionists. With equal surprise, but to my great joy, he an-
swered—* No, Sir, all was well there lo-day when the Coach
left it.” Recovering a liitle from my coniusion, 1 took cou-
rage to examine this article a Lufe move careiully, and found
it was addressed to the Editor of the York Courant, and was
occasioned by aw alarm which one Ereyilator had taken at a
mere feport from the most un-warlike of all people, the in-«
offensive Quakers.

But that which seems to have produced fhe stunning effect
upon the nerves of this poor genileman, was some wadding
discovered after the Report in the iorm, he says, of a “ Hand-
Bill”  Toe ingredient which appears to have been most de-
structive of the quiet of this gentleman, is a nofice in the
Report, and in the Hand-Bill, that * mild methods of treat-
ment are used in the Friends' Retrect for Lunatics, and are
adopted also, by the Physician to that Retrext, in a private
Eistablishment : and, though he sepms tp concede, that * mild
methods™ are the practice of both these places, yet he intimates
the Conductors have no right to tell the world so,

Now this appears to me, Br. kiditor, to be a little unrea-
sonable—and it is certaiply more so, to infer from this notice,
that any imputation is intended to be cast upon the practice of

other Establisiiments,

Leaving this matter, however, to be gettlad by those whom it
concerns, I cannot help here expressing a wish, that the mild-
est modes of treatment, may be adopted in every establishment
lor the reception of the insane, and that the ohjects of this most
sreadiul of Heaveuw's alllictions, may be delivered from the
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Mitarate eTOPITIC, @ slaced under
iliterate empiric, and plac the care

nent of the Pl |
bk 2 1il"uli‘HH1hII';11 habits, are the

of these, who, by m‘.uuuli:gn ':1111.'1 . ;
most likely to treat them with <kill and humanity.

My :*n'r:: ‘nform me that the hour ﬂf.!‘t“:ﬁtr has arrived ; and
not doubting, Mr. Editor, that 1 é-'!_l:nil_ilmt in the :hly Course
of my jt urpey, your ancient city, with its Asylum and Retreat,
Etuuﬂing} just as they were, 1 subscribe mysell,

Yours, &c.
VIATOR.

e $f € [ 2 35—

i ' From the York Chronicle of Oct. 7. -

S1R,
THE letter of Evigilator, (urﬂsr_n{'ﬁccr on p;um‘i"l ) annouTCes
the commencement of hostilities in_our own ||ﬂ|glihuu:-r:{3051,
1 would therefore suggest to :.,'{};1;*.%.54} and your h}ru‘llwr Edi-
tors, that it might be an Ew(-tmml!mla-.h{m to yourselves -.lel to
the public, i 3-(:11-“'{}uhl insert the hulletins of the contending
pm‘iit.’ﬁ at those intervals when there happens to be no news
from the Continent. By a liitle management, the civil war
may even be pmluug_-';arnl till the armies m {if-runm}' have gone
into winter quarters, when your readers will be able to give
their undivided attention to the operations nearer iome.

It would appear, irom Evigilator’s dispatch, as if the less
strict amongst the Society of Iriends, had not the same de-
cided objection, as formerly, to every species of wariare. He
intimates that though they will not attempt to take a place by
storm, with the uproar of cannon, “ grape and shells,” yet
they bave recourse to the silent operation of sapping ; and
hence, no doubt, the appellation of wef Quakers, the origin
of which was never before explained.—1It is only fair, however,
to observe, that Evigilator’s charge of ﬁr.rpj.*in‘rf is not yet sub-
stantiated by prools,

It further appears from the medical part of his letler, that
the mild system in the treatment of lunatics now in use at the
Quakers’ Retreat, is about to be introduced elsewhere; a cir-
cumstance which has I]:'l:-'.ﬂ}’ excited the '§|1:’:E51."."1:‘.¢..iu[] of i‘;'r'f:;l‘i!ek
tor. We all know the remarkable gravity and composure of
the Friends, for the wwpﬁnn of whose lunatics the fhn"rf;rrif 18
exclusively designed. Now it by no means follows that the
same severity may be necessary in the case of a mad Quaker,
as in that of :H‘.EEH Churchmen, Papists, or Methodists ; on the
f'll‘-T‘Jli'ﬂr}'. 1’tf‘ mild system, though quite guitable in the case of
ji“‘ b et b Guaker, wight prove mischievous if :sp}*llu{i to &
iunatic or auy other L’t:':i-’g;iuus denomination
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Mav it not with reason be maintained, that the severer me-
thods ; which the public believe to be practised in some other
institutions, are generally most likely to eifect a cure? Mad
patients are apt to be refractory dtt.l violent, and to require
strong coercion. A sound dr ubbis 1z is saud to be ol great ser-
vice. The Emperors of Russia :Lm! Austria in vain triw.l mild
methods with the first madman of the age ; the latter even
yielded up his fair daughter into the elutches of the savage, in
hopes of tamning him. L;-.wl':.', Liowever, they have adopted an
opposite plan of treatment, and Huun-ngr-n‘ic may be said to
have been removed lrom the ——— to the %
The experiment has been made with some success of an ex-
posure to a frighttul climate ; and the I‘.H'I}}-E‘i‘l:]i*-u are now try-
ing the eflect of a constant exhibition of ~=unjmmin, a specific
which the Quakers are well known to hold in decided abhor-
rence; though it bids fairer to bring this infuriate to his senses
than any of those mild inethods which the Friends would re-
commend in preference.

In fact I suspect that if the advoecates for the mild "r‘t"iflf‘lll'
of management, had so far prevaiied as to p:u inibit tu{nlm:lluh
tion of l’lum' very severe medicines, powder and balls, the
oreat madman would long since have hvoken loose mmng‘st
us, and converted our lm‘rp_» Island into a bedlam. Should
he, in spite of the remedics now applying, continue untracta-
ble, I trust he will never be abl  to find a Refreat, as I am
cruel enoush to wish him in some I!I.'—.H_'L‘ ol confinement where

thie yse of chains is not yet :-};plufE:'d,

I am, Sir, &ec. &e.
A FRIEND TO HARSH METHODS.

# What a contrast between the abodes of stilluess and sflence, and the regon of
bombs and catumarans !

From the York Chronicle of Oct. 7.
York, Oct. G, 1R13.
Mr. EpiTor,

HAD any doubts remained on my mind of the accuracy of
jhe allerations brought forward in my first letter, they would
have been entirely vemoved by the replies which have been
made to it.—The th.nn‘m I advanced, so tar iromn having been
disproved by nuh-m:' or repelled by argument, not only re-
main entire h uncontroverted, but have =qullwr:~:1 fresh strength
from the very means e mploye «| for thelr refutation.

Mr. Tuke's letter, which is penned like his book, with con-
siderable subtlety, and is strongly characterised by a spirit of

B4
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Equivacatim‘l_, is s0 rp}ule}:e with i;'lrﬂim-“jm'::'ﬁ-‘tﬂq?"[]}r.?l:“:w ?hilani
thropy, unfounded claims to the ung C i! .’ i1 ler and more
humane system of treatment than B o e in other esta-
blishments for the insane, and with injurious Insinuations
against lunatic institutions general, (not excepting or ex-
empting any, though acf*n;-;ﬂ{ll]nur*tlt:lli‘trl;.' ol dt’.tafu]mg _r_.unpf]
that I apprehend I should be lLl;l‘iiI.‘-i!}.r!*d with a sullicient justi-
fication of the character I have given of his remarks, by
yveferring to this production alone. I shall, however, add one
quotation from his work, among _ﬂur various passages it con-
tains of a similar tendency ; “ If it should be thought to afford
¢ gatisfactory evidence in favour of a more mild system of
¢ treatment than has been generally adopted ; if it should alse
¢ prove, which I flatter myself it will!, the practicability of intro-
¢ ducing such a system into establishments for the insane poor,
¢ whose situation has, in general, been too pitiable for words
“to describe, I shall esteem mysell’ peculiarly happy in this
¥ publication.”—Preface, p. vii. :

It is here distinetly stated, that the practicability of intro-
ducing a system of mild treatment into these establishments
gtill remains to be proved, which is a direct assertion that such
a system has not yet been introduced into any establishment of
the kind; a suflicient proof that it was the author’s intention to
snclude a neighbouring institution in his sweeping censure,
and fully justifying the assertion I have already made, ¢ that
his remarks were as strikingly illiberal as they were grossly
unfounded.”

Having exposed his insinuations as far as was necessary for
my purpose, I shall now take my leave of Mr. Tuke. As I
have not t_!:L-. I‘i?i!l.iir-}'l[i". degree of assurance to make a publie
;me:lmummul_ni the superiority of an institution to which I
lei'ﬁ.»: n_a}-':-_urll H}Il}l‘i_{}ilg‘., and am, I trust, inca pable of casting
El“.w" direct or indirect aspersions on an establishment with
‘i'r'.;iwl_l.'l_i I have no l.".!::llli]v(;linu; and as I have not vet ace uired a
IF::E:'flql;h,l-ljtn(:Ijil;;l_;v{;;ii:::'”f‘?”_t_f-‘: ? “—' intimate to the public that I
ST :__:“'mu;‘ hl?ﬂb‘-“-‘*f"i{-j ol lﬁi.il]].i.ll‘llt:,' and active bene-
equal l:-rnm-_ T “t-“‘-.;‘lﬂ‘:"it !.‘I'lfd as entering the lists upon
the occurrence of ‘k'-L'l"l.' ‘::L: m: 1.']:" : Present. intention, without
enter into any hlrtlmr'{-;mtu-”".' - PSOLE 1o theteantniry,i Dot 10

Wil ; tf”‘-.lllﬁ'}' on the subject.

o st 1 he Phyicia to th Quskere Retrent, hd
from the *[mim_,fi:i_’ 'owWever unprofessional in itself, been free
h boueh e e o e, 1 s eve
to press him further on the subj Ly sl aeni e

demands:  but as he : 8l
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The previous expenditure of a sum of money, asan excuse
for the breach of a professional rule, is, 1 apprehend, per-
fectlv inodmissible.  The venders of quack medicines, who
have also expended considerable sums of money in their labora-
tories and the apparatus of their trade, may give this reason
for advertising with perfect propriety. Persons of this de-
serintion, by adopting such mieasures, neither take an untair
advantage of any particular competitor, nor do any general
injury to the respectability of their brethren; but a Physician
who has recourse to similar practices, renders himsell justly
chargeable with both.

It may be alleged that there is a difference between ordinary
practice, and thie peculiar line of insanity ; but if it be allow-
able for a regular practitioner to advertise for patients labour-
ing under nervous disorders and insanity, can any reason be
assigned why he should not advertise for patients ol every
description? and this being once admitted, what becomes of
the respectability of the profession? Where would be the
existing barrier between the man of integrity and science, and
the knavish apd ignorant empiric? What man of education
would enter into a profession which would at once cease to be
that of a gentleman ¢ and what mafi of respectability, already
embarked in it, would not feel ashumed to belong to it ?

As some difference of opinion, however, may possibly exist
upon this subject, among those who are entirely unacquainted
with professional matters, 1 beg leave to reler such of your
readers ag feel at all interested in the subject, to any of the
Members of either the legal or the medical pyofession. Ona
professional point, they may be considered to be the fairest
and most competent judges, and 1 shall be indeed mistaken if
_they do not unanimously concur in reprobating a practice,
swhich has hitherto been confined to the J'jmijiric and lmpostor.-

] am Sir, &e,

EVIGILATOR:
———as 0 R 9 e
From the York Chronicle of Oct. 7.

To the Physician to the Retreat.

My pear Sir, Liverpool, Oct. 4, 1813.
IN my late perusal of the York Papers, 1 have been much
gratified by your acufe repiy to the letter of Evigilator, and by
the ingenuity with which you have conirived, under cover of
an auswer to his ciarges, to introduce a copy of your ewn
hand-bill, and, at the same time, so «bly to defend our invaluable
privilege of advertising for patients,
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1 likt‘w';so]l'u:h]j' approve of your iu_simml:mn _1_E_mt t]mrp.”isu
ifferenee of nhilliu”r".‘m“":'-’ﬁ"f medical practitioners with pe.
eatment of Insapity. b ow cannot take too Much
»aing to impress upon the public a ln'llt‘_i that the practice of
snild methods 18 entipely eonfined “’.:"””"”fhf the lmlu-! will
casily gain currency amongst that class of {he community by
whom see thrive: and 1 trust your excrtions will be erowned
with the success they deserve,

Continue to call your a".r.rmr.f—ﬂ-i.-"r's-—_-a:n'rn'}:ﬂ. It sounds better,
and is less liable to criticism. I tl]_:l:|1L some of your old bills
were better execnted; that in particular with the Latin quota-
tion—* Venienti occurrite morbo,” which was very much in my
have no doubt succeeded admirably,

a d
gard to the tr

own style, and 1
I am afraid, you will have powerful rivals in your present
line, in Messrs. DELAHOYDE and Co. but let thiemn boast of theip
suddencures; protracled measures will answer your purpose better,
I need not suggest to you to let no opportunity escape of

dragging your name before the public. —By the way, that last

edition of the Scarborough Guide was a capital hit,

I have no very particular news to send you respecting our
friends. Dixox is getting, on famously by the sale of his Anti-
bilious Pills ; and Messrs. Currie and Co. are sweeping all
hefore them. ‘There is, however, room enough for us all, and
T trust we shall eventually succeed in exterminating the Regulars

I send you six dozen bottles of my Bansamic Tinerure,
which I will thank you to dispese of on my account.  You will
find them quite as saleable as Well’s Goor Mepfeive, and
equally eflicacious. 1 shall, of course, allow a handsome per
ecntage,.

Poor Turpin’s Ineeriar Trcn Ointnest, I am sorey to in-
form you does not take, Apropos ol vintments, how have you
succeeded with your Ointvest ror Tue Byes? If you will
send me a few score boxes, 1 think I can dispose of them for
you to advantage, among the Guinea Captains. Don’t forget
to wrap up each box in a copy of your hand-bill. :

1 hmil almost forgotten to mention, that the attempts to sub-
stitute the word notice for haid-biil are too often repeated, botl
m your llvlilf:r tmcil \'E-.-tm.*"'i?.: which may lead censorious people to
imagine ihat you have either been lavine v *leRdls very clusc
i }r:ln‘ o m]: {:“l‘;-‘ ing your heads very close
bralliant wit with which Viator's lette
derable colour to the latler 811}

the same person, and the
r abounds, will give consi-
position.

Should any thine brin
that 1 shall meet you wit

& you into these parts, I need not say
h the welecome of a Brother
In the mean time, belicve me,
Most laithfully yours,

S. BRODUAME
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From the York Chronicle of Ocl. 14

Chester, Gct. 11th, 1813.

S1ns,

1 was the widow of the late celebrated Dr. Brodum, whose
memory is still as Bafm and Oinlment to my breast. So happy
was I in the married state, that I could hot rest till I had
formed another union.—Judge, Sir; what must be the feelings
of dear Dr. Loudhwm and myself upon seeing your paper made
the vehicle of a scandalous libel, in the {orm of an old letter of
my late dear husband’s, but now pretended to have been written
only the other day to a Physician in York. 'The following facts
which 1 request the favor of you to publish, will clear me from
the imputation of bigamy, aud explain the real history of my
Jate husband’s letter,

It is now several years since Dr. Samuel Brodum or Broad-
lium, my much esteemed earlier choice, was attacked by a fatal
disorder. Eahilarating Cordials only seemed to hasten his disso-
lution, and I attended his funeral. 1 desir d, I ean send you
a copy of the pre-scription on his monument.—1 need not tell
you the Doetor was a liberal and untrammeled practitioner.
He despised the narrow bigotry of the regular faculty, whom
he thought unworthy of his notice ; but, whenever any of them
ventured to brealk the shackles of custom and to advertise medi-
cines, Dr. Brodum was ready to hail them as brethren. No
sooner, therefore, had the great Hlunter announced his Discovery
of the Brazils, than Dr. Brodum hastened to write him a leféer
of congratulalion : the letter led to an intimacy ; and iy dear
Brodum and mysell’ had the pleasure of making an excursion
to York, to visit the Doctor, and pay our respects to Bacchus.

It now appears that this complimentary letter from a contem-
porary and friend, which should have appeared n its proper
place in tiie long expected Life and post humous Wiitings, has
cowe forth into the world in a garbled state; and 1 cannot but
think the fricnds of both the deceased Doctors wili join with me
in regretting, that it should have been permitted o appear.

I write in Dir. Loudlium’s absence, who desired me to say, he
had been sent for either to the Palace or the Deanery. Hau
attends “ persons of condition ouly.”

I have the honor ‘o be, Sir,
Your Afflicted S rvant,

LOUISA LOUDHUM.
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Froin the York Chronicle of Oct. 14,
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1 FI:RF‘EI‘#E ]:}' the last {I_”“-{}T|"{_'1E.'._ that !‘:"-':L_E_:'.'EI;:“[}:'- 18 not,
aatisfied with the vindieation of mysell from the charges which
he has thought proper to produce aga:nst me. But as he liag
ex;;r:r&es{::l an gentien 1o n'i_tmiu‘;lw n';_ml ih.{! controy ersy, unleéss
circmnstances should yrge him to continue it; and as tie poinis
in dispute have been eled :'1:{ exhibited, 1 shall not press my
opponent much further, Illut, for the prr.:u.*:nt, content myself with
a few additional observations on the subjeet,

1 wiil not fellow Evigilator in the track of personal abuse
Happily, my cause does not require it, and it would ill become
me to forget that truth, of which my inquiries into the experienca
and practice of the Retreat have so often reminded me,

“Soft speech
Is, to distemper’d wrath, medicinal.”

Evigilator has asserted, that, if ether prooef were wanted, my
own vindication would be sufficient to justify his charges against
me, but not willing to rest himself en this ground, he has pro-
duced a quotation from the preface to the Description of the
Retreat,” which he appears to think is eouclusive eyidence in
support of his assertions.—The quotation is {rom page vil. and
is as foliows:  “ If it should be thought to afford satisfactory
“ evidenee in favour of a more mild system ol treatment than
“ has been generally adopted ; if it should also prove, which I
“ flatter mysell it will, the pracucability of introducing such a
“system into establishiments for the insane poor, whose situation
:: has, in g‘vnt:'u.l, been oo }:.ii;lhlt-._ tor words to describe, I shall

esteem myself peculiarly happy in this publication.”

Here we are completely at issue; and I readily commit my-
sell to the judgment of the public, whether the manner of ny
\'m:lic“.mut_a_. or the terms in which I have expressed mysell jn
th_t* _qmal‘clfmu Just an.'_nii:rm-li, can juxil:,' subject me to the eharge
ol defaming aui particutar Instivution. 3

: 1 will ”.”!F say in l_"‘.ii."'*’-”! to H{us‘f’ﬁ; that T have no pm‘aulmi
interest whatever 1o mduee me to exto] the Retreat, nor could I
:!_*'”‘.“ In:" s callest possible :uiulr:lﬁ'_f;u from the ;Ia‘]il‘l‘l'iﬂ-ti“"
:'.n;;'!!.n_m-.' 8, OF any other l'J:sI:L!JE'la;Inm'ut:, and not having ﬂ“‘l:i
sty .:.-ti;lrr.l in the astitution I have described, by 1*'E1i?ll the
;;I,Ti.l!}f'mg”s m:zrm%:!'q“.::u-uL coudd in any 1!w:,:;:'r.j-u- be imputed to
i ]J:i.{:h }1.‘\\ i:l1_i|;::mg.-¢i~;}li_}l lnf. Gppertunity to evince that .m:ca:fyaf_ﬂ-’ on
Vigilator has so kin
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THE YORE LUNATIC ASYLUM. I'_B.

suthorized to state, comes from the pen of Dr. Duncan, sen.
who visited the Retreat in the year 1812, alter having seen
most of the Institutions of a similar nature in Britain.

« That the government of the insane requires a certain de-
gree of [‘l_"-s.hmu[, both for the sah*iw of the mdmwidual and of
others, no one can doubt; but very different opinions have heen
lmrr‘tmm-d with rezard to the utmost degree of cvercion which
is necessary in any ease. Now, however, this point may be con-
sidered as in some degree Slith-d by expeﬁuiw- the frater-
nity denom inated Qunakers, have demounstrated, uj-u;nl contra-
diction, the very great advantage resulting from a mode of
tre ,ulmmt, in cases of insanity, much more mild than was before
introduced into almost any lunatic asylum either at home or
abroad.

¢ That fraternity have established in the neighbourhood of the
City of York, The Retreat, as they term it, a building appro-
priated to de mn"‘:*d members of their own community.  In the
management of this institutio n, they have set an example which
claims the imitation and deserves the thanks of every sect and

.every nation. For, without much hazard of contradjetion from

those le:antHi with the subject, it may be asserted, that the
Retreat at York, isat this moment the best regulated t‘ﬂiahlnh»
ment in Europe, either for the recovery of the insane, or for
their comfort where they are in an incurable state.”
TUKE.
10th Mo. 13th, 1813.

———20e 00 s

From the York Courant of Oct. 11.

York, Oct, 9, 1813

=y

<1n,

OBSERVING that in two letters lately published under the
sicnaiure of Evigilator, a charge is broug rht arainst the Physi-
cian to the {.:!Lhtlxﬁ.l"-u Retreat, of unpr oiessional conduct in eirey-
lating a hand-bill relative to a private kistablishment of his ow n, at
L‘]Jiiﬂn it occurred to me that this charge should be [h.u-.mamu{l
by the practice of the Medical Profession in similar instances,
1 therefore have inguired whether any ether private bstablish-
ments for Lunaties have been upr.*ur:ﬂ by regular Professional
Men in this neighbourhood, and what was the method adopted,
! learn that a similar Establishment was opened by two york
Physicians about ‘T'wenty Years ago, and that it was announced
by Public Advertisement.

So far the ex .umpiv appears in favour of the Physician to the
Retreat. But then it mml be conceded to Evigilator, that one
of the Physicians alluded to, might possibly not be L-J.JU.u{.d. o the
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n of a regular Prm'tilli{:-lwr; as he f}mrl a few montlia
hefore advertised himself 0 Lt-. the .hw&*mnrr of a ‘sn.w-.-,- Pltl‘:;‘:iln'e
M edicine; with the usual information u.} thie 11:1.,:h_:: where the
genuine sort might be 1}1*:1{.-.4|*{-1L !':m{l _u. mml{.’.!.l against counter.
Jeits. Evigilator may also be ui.f..}.wm! to dtrmhl how far it wyg
correct in the other Physiciai to form a pll*un-smmml Connexion
with the Inventor of the genuine Lrazil Sults; or to lend hig
name to an adveriisement oi ul iiouse i}:l' Lunatics, in which
appears the {J)L;.'!'L'a'..':i'-lllll “ aentie usage, :1115:![31'1.' term  fop
« mild methods ;" which latter _w:mls are s U-Ill_'i\!-:-._'.'f-'t:‘ to Ky
gilator, that they occasioned his attack on the Clifton hand.
bill. .

On the part of the Ph}'sgcian to therk l:rtt'E'nt,l Iif may ﬂ'!f‘_I‘[*rﬂre
be contended, that in this iastance of an Kstablishment similap
to Lis own, the two Physiciaus had recourse to adverlising,
Evigilator, on the other hand, will expose the quackery of the
Brazil salts, will deny the Inventor to have been a regular
Practitioner, and will infer that the method adopted by the pre-
sent physician to the Retreat cannot be strictly professional,
since it so nearly resembles that of the late physician to the
Asylum. After all, the public will judge between both.

Whether the “ House of Retirement” founded by means so
ohjectionable in the opinion of Livigilator, stull continues in ex-
istence, or whether like the Salts from Brazil, it fas had its
day, 1 have not taken pains to inquire, since it is not material
to the purpose. The document itselt, which T shall now-lay
before your Readers, seems entitled to some notice in this con-
iroversy.

appellatio

I am, Sir, Your obedient Servant,
SPECTATOR.

{copy.)
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dicines, medical attendance, and all other expenses, wine and

washing exeepted.

Letters explaining the age, state of mind, and continuance of
the malady, may be addressed to Dr. HHHFL’: or Dr. Beckwith,
Physicians in York, from whom the friends of the patients t..HrI
receive every viecessary information.

From the York Chronicle of Oct. 14.

Mr. EpiTOR, York, Oct. 13, 1813.

THE cause of adverttsing is not yet abandoned, and the
Courant of Munday contains an expiring effort, to defend the
improprieties oi the living by disturbing the ashes of the dead.

Un this occasion, 1t secems tm]y necessary to remark, that
Evigilator is by no means responsible for tire actions of any other
man, whether living or deud ; and that the arguments he has
advanced on the suhucl of advertising, not only remain uncon-
troverted, but are, it is believed, incontrovertible.

No one, I presume, will imn-_;nm with SpecTaTon, that er-
amples of deviation from a professional rule, either destroy the
existence of the rule itseli, or rvender 1t less binding on the
members of the ]}I‘ui'-:ﬁ,:siun.

The inconsistency and the impolicy of the writer who labours
to degrade the name, under the amhority of which he is at the
same time seeking to shielter lus cause, and the indecorum of
bpmlﬂllw tauntingly of one who is no more, are points in Spec-
tator’s letter 1o wineh it is now, perhaps, unimportant 1(}{11.1'.1. the
attention of the publie, as they are doubtless, by this time, abun-
dantiy weary ol the controversy.

I am, Sir, your obedient Servant,
OBSERVATOR.

i b L

From the York Herald of Oct. 186.

SIR,

ALTHOUGH no medical man, T have read with esnsider-
able attention, the correspondence that has lately occupied vour
pages, on the subject of the treatinent ol insane persons. To
me the controversy appears, too much like many others, to
congist only of charge and cxeulpation between the parties at
variance, when it ought to assume a more important fora, as
hﬂ,xi,“:g; a relation to 1he interests of- the ]i'l,t'.ﬂit: at !tll':ﬂ;{". Tlie
proper management of Lunatics is no mere private couacern of,
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e and Belcombe, or of Evigilator an ::I his associate
but is closely Ct!]l!li"{:tt‘ui with the welfare of
society, whether men are nw:lulw.rs of the i.a*ﬁ.‘lh'll*'inl m;:::numi}-j
o hf-fnﬁ% particularly to the fraternity ‘}l. ]i !.c-n_-..:q_ 'ﬁ: hat pro-
,voked Evigilator at first to attack the :l_'.a i smt-_-mvn,sl: of the
writer who describes the Retreat, or the hilull_uh::js_j:.l..ii-‘l'l'l"l'ﬁﬂ_
ment of the P!l"j‘sii'?iﬂil to that I"I.'-ji.tll'f-'[]-!l, .=l, 15 not easv¥to say
but it seems as if he were conscious, that the readers of the work
just ngw referred to, would nvf_'r-s.turtl;.' be led to compare the
Retreat with the Asylum, and to draw conclusions by ne meang
favourable to the latter.

ﬂ Had ‘his prudence been equal to his zeal, he would have al-
lowed his feelings to operate in silence. He has contributed to
extend that comparison, which it wouwld have bee® wise to pre-
vent ; and to draw the public attention to the state and treat-
ment of insane persons in general, Alter entering the field of
controversy with so many formidabie weapous, it seems cowardly
in lvigilator to sound a retreat so early. kle !]Hl.lﬂxi]l.ﬂ.[ml
perhaps, like another modern w arrior, to overawe and Ul.”ﬂ“"k
his adversary at first onset ; Ijuhﬁmhng‘ the {riends of mildness

| and peace not only maintain their post, but show a strong corps
I de reservg, he has deemed it prudeut to march off’ the ground,
and tepropose an armistice. i :

‘ Messrs. Tuk
Dr. Brodum ;

l Steerinz clear of the conflict on both sides, T beg leave, in
behalf of myself and my fellow men, all of whom are liable to
{ that tremendous malady, which requires secfision from society, to

propose to Eivigilator the following remarks and queries. In
answering them, he may as well lay aside his mask, as the pub-
lic can no long-r be deccived by his assumed signature, but are
| well aware oi his beine fully qualified to give official information

: ]'_ Having read the account of the Retreat soon after its puh-
llﬂ'-llm_", and leeling no such impression from it as that made on
the _.-lfiti of Evigiiator, 1 teel curious to know what other pas-
sages in the book, besides that alieady quoted, struck him as
bearing upon the Asylum in an invidious scnse ?

"

E.:r” o r 11y the o ; ]
. .N?, hll .iwnm‘"g in the sume work the :wm.rr:s of coercion em-
yed, the inquiry nakuraily mug‘;‘u:ﬂwl itself, VWhat are the
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4. Are the general principles, in regard to the excitement of
fear, the same as at the Retreat, or of a more violent Kind ?

3. Has there, in the mmqgvn{ any year, been the same small
degree of coercion employed in the Asylum, that 1s stated to be
tiJL case in the description of the Retreat?

6. Query—What may be the average number of deaths in a
year, mumh or week ¢ And what may be the proximate cause
of tliH%{Jll ition, generally stated ?

What are the powers and I]I"lr"ti(["—‘i of Governors of the
ﬁmlum in regard to occasional inspection of the condition of
the patients ? And are Female Visiters ever appointed or per-
mitted to inquire into the state of patients of their own sex?

Lvigilator, I have no doubt, can answer these questions
without considering himself called on like the Ghost in Hamlet,
¢ to unlock the secrets of his prison-house,” or to produce the
terrific effects which that phantom’s disclosure might create.
I merely request him to remember this, that whatever he ma
conceive, it is no private individual conecern which he has thus
boldly brought before the public bar; but a matter of general
mf{w».t aml {h[]ﬂ\, involving, not unlj the character of the
_[ilhtl'[utli.}llh in question, but ihe comfort, cure, and welfare of
numerous individuals, obnoxious to I,hu awful visitation of
Mental Malady.

I am, Sir, yours, &ec.
CIVIS.

=D 6 C T YWV
From the York Courant of Ocl. 18.

Sin,

THE Office of a Reformer is not only one of the most
thankless, but in some cases, one of the most 1lﬂleHH The
Imiwlmn instances are those, in which the parties requiring Re-
formation, are lnmvriul ;,llu:l affluent, and strongly entrenched
behind prescriptive usages and ulilual forms. A man of a
public and generous spirit, however, will not be deterred by
the appearance of such obstacles, from attempting to improve
Institutional arrangements, and meliorate the condition of
certain classes of men. I know no description of Institutions,
which is looked on with more general jealousy, than those set
apart for the reception of insane persons, whether on a public
or private plan.

It has long and frequently been suggested, that every esta-
blishment of this nature should be occ anmimil\ inspected,
swithout notice given, by one or more M: lﬂ*t‘sihm'u Justices,
or Clergymen, a plmmti.d for this end, in md:*r to Lhr.n: k, and
as far as possible prevent those abuses, which too readily oceur

™
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in the management of the llrlhﬂ'['r!'l:l{ |I:'lf'l!‘!11*'.,, I'.Hll'ﬂ-"r,' arsmg {"r"ﬁ‘]'l'f
p " --‘J. orecy. with which such abuses are committed -
the supposel SeCTECY, ! . : | = :
; incapacity of the patients to give due and
on of them; and parthy frmull.iu_- Hnagined ne-
as occastoned by the irvegular couducg

yartly from the
credible informati
cessity of unkind usage,
of the Lunafic.

Without prmnm?nu; to act the part of a Luther i.n the pup?__
dom of Insavity, or to equal thr'hv_:lw.vnh*lL'[ zeal of ]l_uw,u‘[‘. in
exploring prisons of a different kt:l-:!, ] !]l.*"_?: leave hi .E”.:n-l-!,"“]]["\.‘{
before the public attention, some observations made by a V¥ 131‘1‘,1:];1
Tudividaal of this City, about four years ago, on the state of
the Lanatic Asylum of York.” T think it must appear to any
one who t-nu:!il!i}' preruses ”“'.m.* that rhrp: Imlilulm_n has 1.".'““
areatly perverted from its original destimation, as is manifesg
from the following abridged statement :—

1. Fhat it was originally imited to the reception of Poor
Lunatics, who had no other support but what a I}t.‘t‘{:ljr' parent
could bestow, or a thrifty parish oflicer provide.”

2. That these Poor Lunatics were to be received from the
County of York ouly.

3. That though an opening was left for the admission of
patients in moderate cireumstances, the latter were not in-
tended io be admitted to the exclusion of more needy amd
helpless applieants.

4. The funds intended for the relief of indigent patients,
were appropriated te the extension of the ff:JJ-:'rl'f.i.ﬁﬂ'H ; and yet
these Buikdings when completed, were fitted up for the re-
ception of affluent patients.

5. These affluent patients were brought, not from different

parts of Yaorkshire ””_-"I_uh but from all guarters of the Kinedom
thus making the Asylum of York a receptacle for Insane per-
sons from every County iny Britain, instead of limiting it to our
own extensive County.
_tl"-. _*tl proposak made in the vear 1738, that the Physician’s
[ ees, from the numbher of opulent inmates, should be commuted
tay, i:‘}.' a !ixml salary of £200 a vear, was not adopted—thus
rendering it the interest of the Physician to exclude indigent
Lunaties, and to receive afflizent ones, :

. A Fund for the
Lampton’s Fund.
of Y ork for the .t

maintenance of Poop Patients only, called
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voted to be ineligible in that capacity, on the assumption of
their having subseribed not generally, but for a limited purpose.
8. The proportion of indigent patients admitted into the
Asylum, was computed in 1809 to be One Ninth of the whole,
whichr proves how eompletely the original intention of the In-
stitution has been departed from.
The Author of the Observations judiciously suggests,

1. That Subscriptions should be solicited for an extension
of Lupton’s Fund.

2. A speedy or gradual diminntion of affluent patients,

3. That thre Asylum should become the subject of mutual
arrangement between the Governors and the Magistrates of
the County.

4. That the House should have the benefit of an enlarged
medical attendanece, as in the case of the Uullrlt}' Hospital, and
he also infers, from the retarns made to the House of Commons,
that the Asylum, even on its present enlarged scale, would
scarcely be found adequate to the reception oi the Lunatic
PParish Paupers of this County alone.

Now 1 beg leave to inquire, whether this Gentleman’s sug-
gestions, which evidently have no other object in view, than
the restoration of the Asylum to its original purpose, and the
procuring of accommodation and medical aid to the Insane
Poor, have ever received suflicient attention *—also, whose
province and duty it is, to examine into and rectify these
things ¢

When we advert to the fucis above stated, there appear sub-
stantial reasons why Evigilator shonld stand forth as the
Champion of the York Asyium; but if he will look into the
Domestic and pecuniary Economy, as well as into the official
management and inspection of its rival,  the Retreat,” he will
probably find, that there is there one main and sole object in
view ; namely, the comfort and recovery of the Patients of all
conditions, without any reference to the emoluments of private
individuals.

Some persons may think the controversy on this subject has
been unduly extended. I am by no means of this opinion,
At any rate we all know who started it. But the truth is, that
if the public attention, too often attracted by trifles, can be
thoroughly drawn to the condition and treatment of a laree,
and I fear an increasing portion of their fellow creatures, im-
mured in Hospitals of this description, results might follow,
which, hewever they would baflle the designs of the mercenary,
would glidden the heart of the philanthropist, and effeet an
important revolution in the circumstances of the victims of
nsanity,

I am, &c.
TROPHIMUS.
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From the York Chronicle of Oct. 21.

———

Mg, EpiToR, ¥ork, Oct. 20, 1813

TIIE double controversy which has lately oceupied. a portion
of vour columns, appeared to !JH‘H: drawn to a i‘1'-’”_"'5‘> _‘l!lni there
did not seem to-be any 5[]}11{'[1‘!]1I reason for {'u-.'yﬁlmnns_l; to n‘h-
trude it on the notice ol the ;:uhh[f. A person, however, with
the signature of Civis, has h.”d the modest assurance to present
himself on the stage, and 1n the 12“3_5-'."-1;!&5*‘ and authoritative
tone of a scheolmaster, to cateclise the l’il}'ﬁi{'mnrtn the ¥ ork.
[ unatic Asylum, respecting the management and :_nh*ritu.l B0~
nomy of that Establishment—the. method of treating the pa-
Hents—ihe conduct of the Governors, &e. &e.

Another writer calling himself 'Frorniyus,. has also entered
#he arena, professing. to be influenced by disinterested philan-
thropy, but evidently impelled by the same motives with his.
predecessor.

Though the extreme presumption and folly of these persons
in attacking a public body, for the purpose of injuring and un-
dermining a private individual, are too glaring and apparent
to require pointing out, and might, perhaps, be most properly
left to the contempt to which they are so justly entitled ; yet,
as a Governor of the Asylum, and for the sake ol undeceiving
the public, 1 shall so far notice their malignant and slanderous
insinuations, as to assert that they are perfectly and utterly
‘flﬁ‘f.ﬂ:i',

If the writers- are: actuated by honest motives, instead of
shooting their poisoned arrows in-the dark, it is evidently their
duty to come forward in their own persons, and prove by evi-
dence what fih‘}' have dared to intimate by insinuation. 1 now
call-upen. them to do so, and I confidently assure them, that if
they will produce a specific charge, at 2. meeting. of the Go-
vernors, either of cruelty, violence;, harshness, unnecessary
coercion, or improper teeatment of any sort or kind, or will

even lay before them any Just ground for believing that such.

AP el v_?-."n-;[‘ in the Asylum, the Gowernors will institute a
Strict mquiry nto- atk the cireumstances connected with the
;-'..;n'u‘*_*, and it it be proved, will not only redeess (Le rrievance,
ut will degy . :
,.

have hetraves

']

demor dismiss any officer or servant who may
for s observance.
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wefuse to declare themselves, they will stand fully convicted of
dhe basest comardice and #le most malignant falsehood.

I am, Sir, your-obedient servant,

A GOVERNOR OF THE ASYLUM.

e e 1) = 5 ——

From the York Chronicle of Oct. 21.

Sir, York, Oct. 20, 1813.
THIE letters of Civis and TrorHintus are evidently written
Ao operate a diversion in favour of the heaten army—to efface
ithe recollection of their late signal defeat—and to revenge the
vanquished, by attacking the victor on fresh ground.

The angry tone of mortification, and the artful stratagem of
<hanging the ground of controversy, would seem to point out
that the new combatants are not guite unconnected with the
preceding djsputes ; there are, however, no certain means of
deciding, whether they are fresh volunteers in the cause of
mischief, ar helong to the old corps el Sappers and Miners,

But whether they belong to the above, or to a well-known,
regiment of Guards, their onset gives ewery assuranee -that
they will follow the example of their predecessor Spectator,
who, as it will be recollected, brought disgrace upon the cause
he was seeking to support; the stigma he endeavoured to aflix
upon the memory of ancther, speedily recoiling on his own
head.

‘¢ Thus the small jet, which hasty hunds unlock,
¢-Fpirts in the Gard'ners eyes, wheturns the cock.”

Some difference of sentiment, hewever, is said .to prevail
upon this pomt, and many are of opinion that the Governors
of the Asylum, on attenfively perusing their letters, will vote
themsélves perfeetly incompetent to manage the concerns of
that Institution, end place it under the direction of Messrs,
Trophimus and Civis.

One of these eloquent authors, himself writing under ah as-
sumed title, and who profisses to have read the correspondence
with conswderable attention, ealls upon Evicivator to take off
his mask, and also ‘informs him that his opponents have not
only maintained their post,-but-have shown so strong a © corps
de reserve,” as to have fairly driven him out of the field. Un
Ahese remarks 1 refrain from any comments, as poor Civis has
thrown out an intimation that he is himself subject to visitations
of the malady on which he is writing ;3 and 1 am certain the
public will make every allowance for the melancholy state of
datuity to which it has reduced him.

4 am, Sir, your obedient servant,
IRRISOR.
C 3
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From the York Herald of Oct. 23,

e ——

IT really appears time to bring the long protracted contro.
versy, unwisely raised by In'|_=_;‘|i:|!m', 1o a ‘5'“'“'1“"””"11 ‘"_*'h”'h:"ﬁ'.*
he declines answering the Queries proposed by Civis, there
seems o Tisk bt continving: s l':"‘r":l!-iiﬂ]l of these Queries,
and the attempt, by a Governor of the x\ﬂ_}'“”_l";- to convert
them into insinuations and charges, may suit his cause better
than they will satisfy the public mind. Private maltreatment
is not the subject of these Queries, and therefore the Go-
vernor’s challenge is misapplied. 1t.is to the system which is
Eup}mﬁcd to be less mild I!m_n that which is pt':u'tl:-'.v{l at the
R treat, that the Queries of Civis relate, and not to any par-
ticular case.

Both the Governor and Irrisor assume a high tone, which

they may consider as the best disguise of a bad cause. Likea
modern warrior of declining fame, they claim victory where
others consider them defeated. 'Their self-gratulations will
add nothing either to their own eredit, or that of their cause,
The Asylum has been wrested from its original design ; the
poor are in a great measure excluded ; and the Institution, it
18 understood, is committed to the care of a Physician and
J'lpﬂtlii*t*alr}', without the interference of anv committee or vi-
siters in the internal management. Thus instead of being a
public charity, it has become a source of ;!ri'l.'ut{_- emolument,
and * hine illae lachryma.”
j Liet the Governors of the Asylum turn their attention to this
important subject, and seriously consider whetlier they are
acting the part of good Stewards of the trust reposed in them,
Tt is to them only that the Public can look for a Reformation,
and without their interference all altercation is fruitless.

NON-IRRISOR.

Erom the York Herald of Oct. 30.
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The irritable manner of the ¢ Governor,” certainly betrays
considerable soreness; he writes like one, whose whole authority
is at stake, and with so great an unrulivess of temper, as to
force from one the melincholy exclamation, would that men
might learn to govern themselves. He is, however, quite un-
warranted in speaking of charges of mal-treatment, none of
which 1 have ever made, nov indeed would i1t be easy, as he
very well knows, for a stranger to make them, from the guarded
secrecy observed at the Asylum. It s wot, however, to this
point, that my Queries were chiefly direeted ; it is to the general
system of management, which has something exclusive and
monopoliziag in it, both as it respects the deseription of Pa-
tients admitted, and the permission ol the public inspection.

I sincerely wish that my Queries had been replied to, for the
following reason, inter alia, because I apprehiend, there is no
Institution of the kind in Britain, besides the York Asylum,
where there is appavently, so litde guard against the serious
abuses to which all such Institutions are liable, both as it re-
gards the economy of the funds, and the comfort of the in-
mates. I could produce regulations, which, it acted upon, are,
on these heads, eompletely satisfactory.—It will be suflicient
here to quote respecting one of these, that independently of
other judicious arrangements, it is appointed, “ that a House
Committee, should meet weekly, or oftener, if neeessary, and
be authorized to admit or discharge patients, to determine the
amount of weekly payiments, demandable from the respective
patients—to superintend the condition of the house and fur-
viture—to hire, dismiss, and pay the assistants and menial
servants—to inspect, and allow or reject weekly bills—to pay
all demands, not exceeding ten pounds, which cannot be re-
served for the consideration of the quarterly meetings—to en-
force the observance of the rules and orders—to hear and de-
cide complaints—to correct abuses—and to transact such in-
cidental and ordinary business as may claim immediate at-
tention.” Now I beg leave to ask the Governor, whether any
similar regulation exists in the Asylum *—and if not, whether
I have not produced just grounds for surmising, if not * for
believing, that improper practices” may * exist in that esta-
blishment.”

Some barrier against abuses is provided in many institutions,
by the appointment of several medical attendants; but when
an establishment is under the sole management of one Phy-
sician empowered to take fees of the afHuent, unlicensed and
unvisited, and not subjected to the legal regulations respecting
private mad-houses, is it not probable that notwithstanding the
eare of the Legislature to prevent frauds and cruelties in such
places, the York Lunatic Asylum itself being, as a public ln-
stitution, exempted from the restrictions of those Acts of Par-
lament which apply to private mad-houses, may in futurs ab

€4
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least, if not now, become liable to mal-practices ; and when we ﬂuﬂi‘!ﬁ' al
AL : : e b o1 1%
(‘{Ill‘-ﬁ-i:f.].l‘l' fhe great proportion of affluent patients said to_be g slie il
E 5 = e e L ke . : ]

" — i ST & - = e I.I.I:
commodated in the Asylum, we are almost J“f““h“l m desig. -. 'fml'-ﬂf
natine the institution, as was long ago done by a ‘IE‘:II‘HE'{I Pre- e ",
centor.— The Lunatic Hotel for persons of cendition only.” i":".‘I:Ili;m.

2 . i . . L | i 2 .-l,l_'l'.'-
In IIIHHI‘JL‘,‘ these and similar _['{‘-'[”ﬂl":l,\b and 1].Hj!.11_|~|{1:-;_.,_ | Lll"1|u I-:',,.;{lﬂ“
berately declare that I am not actuated by a spirit of imper- W2

|||!|'f; II:I:L

nalignant dispesition, as the Go-

tinent curiosity, still less by a 1 ant as il
vernor charitably supposes. 1 do it from a conviction that h'm..-.|:'|
") 5 w - = i : L L e ||:|- 11
something 1s due to the public and to former subseribers, on the el

score of information respecting the management of the Asylum,

. . ho (imE8
and the treatment of the insane, and that it wonld no way de- L

: : e e oclined
teriorate the interests of that Institution, # some explicit com- ]IL|-I'|:.-
munication were made, not merely in answer to my own !-"]:1"

. = = - » IHLLE
questions, but those of T'rophimus, of whom no other notice W
has been taken, except an insinuation respecting his motives, ‘n."ml:nII

ut who has plainly felt, nearly as 1 do, on this important lieve, 2

I J ? : ) S

subject. the pas

Notwithstanding the intimation of Non-Irrisor that it is time

; ; T g patter d
to bring the controversy to a close, 1 cannot teel satished with- '

out oflering these remarks to the public, but if it should be E;“I"L_L";I":'
thought necessary to repeat the appeal which has now been 1'-"‘1__"""-'
made to the justice and humanity of the Governors of the Asy- [.1-;.I}..“_l
lum, or to give any further information respecting its manage- L L
“ment, it may probably be best done through some other medium i Mt
than the columns of a newspaper. ; ehservan
I shall therefore, Mr Kditor, take my leave of you for the ' H”}”I‘,”
present, trusting that the impression which the public mind has f”'!",]”"
received will not subside, until the objects for which it has ::"'7'1|3'-'f~'
been excited, be fully effected. (he pas
CIVIS. 4 stentor

: exchaime
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o From the York Chronicle of Nov. 4, teran, ¢
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the Fat,
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Uless the mighty strife demand his aid,” FRAXCIS. !'I'L'r]“l'
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“ﬂlj;l:-unlﬁ you should imagine that “ the wordy war” which i o
.”:t“ il ql!::ﬂ[ hf lf;‘ T;'fﬂ{"[f‘ ‘I'I”.].l I”]HIJ._J{['{I jlurt- I“.l-“ :"-I"]! }ifﬁﬁ:ﬂ‘l{llll'ﬁ |i-Ii
mi.nlmlv. : :-:]1 Ausculapius and theip adhicrents, will be inter- e lr:|
able «nid ot 1. P MY pen to inform you and ull other peace- i
abhle snd 1"""“-'.|.I:-'iluﬂq"|_t o J g ! 48 apy
cessat.on of hostil; ‘ persons, that there will shortly be a '*‘-‘rig'.'hl:
wostiities 5 and that each individual IHero of the ad
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gonflicting bands laying aside his Catamarans, his Bombs, his
Shells, and his Proscriptions, will return to his 5_‘"“”'53']}'5-, his
(Compounds, and his i’rvm'rllaliunﬁ.r—-'?'h- manner in which this
¢ Jevoutly to be wishied for” pacification wil be effected, may
perhaps raise the doubts of the 5_:-4.-!rm-ul.; ¢ will, however, tell
it you anon, first taking permission to observe, that the pend-
iu_r;J_' controversy Is ol far greater moment to us all, than may
yossibly be imagined by many, since aceording to our im-
mortal Bard, we men of England are all mad! This too, the
aforesaid s;c-{rpti:-::l folk may affect to deny ; but for my part,
when 1 look abroad in the world and note the complexion of
the times, and see how we mortals are all engaged, 1 am vastly
inclined to give full credence to the inspiration of shakespear’s
genius, and to think with him that in very truth we are all
mad.

With this view then, of men and things, you will readily be-
lieve, Mr. Editor, that I have regarded wiih no little interest,
the passing controversy respecting the treatment ot us poor
unfortunate maniacs. 1In fact, so nearly and so deeply has the
matter affected me, that it has engaged my every thought and
attention—so much so, that meditating the other evening on
the subject, I fell inte a profound reverie, which somewhat
oddly, though most happily, terminated in the following vision
or waking dream :—

¢ Methpught I stood upen the near shore of the Stygian Lake,,
ebservant of the motley crew whom eld Charon was busily em-
ployed in transporting to their long last homes. A shortrespite
from his labours being afforded the old man, he was gladly
availing himself of the opportunity to rest upon his cars ; but
the pause was momentary, for just as he was beginning to nod,
a stentorian voice from the distant shore, in accents of thunder,
exclaimed, ¢ Old Charon, tack about, ply hitherward thine
gar, and land us three on the slippery shores of yonder world ;”
astounded and indignant at the strange demand, the surly ve-
teran, with intonations of deepest rage thus rveplied, “ And
whio are ye, rebellious, that thus with insulting mockery, beard
the Fates, and seck to return whither no soul e’er returned
before—and what your purpose i And now with direful sounds,
that shook the wide extended shores, and in one eddying maze
whirled the blackened waters, was Charon answered, “ insensate
brute! knowest thou not the voice of JEsculapius? We, with
our premiers, Hippocrates apd Galen, to earth are bound—to
old Brigantium, there, as arbitrators, to settle and to adjust a
dire affray of late arisen among our degenerate sons.”

This hearing and not daring to question the stern command,
the trembling boatman quick obeved, and with full might and
main applying himself to his pars, in a trice disappeared in the
murky distance. Shortly 1 saw him returning with three grave
and reverend personages op board, attired in suits of laced
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Pompadonr with full b_ﬂﬁ.unurd wigs "'”" {‘?H.'-""tlﬂ_ulﬁﬁf"“—f‘iﬁﬂi‘[‘ﬂ
canes, By way of Episode I H!Ll}tllil I!l._l‘-ll“till.l.‘:i“_l"l'[f-_« that at thig
time I heard another person S key, calling out to
Charon o be taken in and landed with lin%_ tJ_!rmr.lI]m:tm‘s on
mother earth, From the yea -,}ml nay I.’lt‘l'-f'llll‘;li‘it}' of the dialeet
of this fourth personage, i w:m.|.--.{*1lt_urs?sl i!Em to be no other than
the redoubted William Penn, of quaking m;-tm'am}-,_aud his
errand, I trow, was sharply to have I‘rt‘hu!v}ﬂil.tilm-:v of his dis.
putatious descendants who had engaged in the mortal fray of
the Doctors. Old Charon however, flatly l"l"i'lj-ﬁ*‘f! compliance
with his request, and with a sneer observed, * 1 hnulg'nwst me
not a sous for thy passage ifrom earth, stay where thoy art, |
wot there be noise enough without thee !”

As the boat approached this terrestrial globe, T could djs.
tinctly hear the words “ Advertize !” “ Hand-bill! 1 « pe.
gratli;zg! L7 pronounced in a tone of indignation by one of
the trio, whom I fancied to be Asculapius himself, from tle
decisive manner in which he spoke—After a short pause I
heard from another voice—but in the chastened and subdued
aceents of conseious inferiority, the terms ¢ peculiar circum-
stances”—* Difference”—Non Compos”— Other Patients”—
To this, however, the first speaker seemed in no-wise to assent,
for in a still more indignant and decisive tone he said,
“ Brother, no circumstances can Justify ——_ »

. These detached fragments were all 1 he
could I for the life 0’me cateh about
“ Mild Methods,” though in truth, these were the points con-
cerning which 1 was most fain to have had some intelligence ;
nor conld 1 gather that the third personage absolutely said
any thing, though from certain courteous hums and haas, that

i": m“mh.h"d forth, it appeared to me that hie ehimed in with
Esculapius.” i

ard, for not a ﬁ}.‘il;lhie
Rt [l':'.l"!-i!l. ll{}nﬁl”.{.ﬁ‘n or

.;’mti here :1hrujrt|}-' closed my vision,
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the michty Trio, and as I expect them anon, there 1s no time
1o furbish up my narralive ; so you must even take it as it will
be found, a plain howmespnn matter of fact statement—without
anv of vour kickshaws of rhetorie, which, as Saint Cobbett has
it, are only meant to guli and to deceive.—3Y ith cordial con-
gratulations at the coming Peace,
I am, &c.
MISO0-EMPIRICUS.
P. S. May we not have an Hlumination when the Doctors
shall have shaken Hands, and defimiive articles of Peace be
signed

York, October 13, 1813.
e R TR A ——

From the York Chronicle of Nov. 4,

Mzgz. Evitor,

THE Creature in the Herald who styles himsell a Friend
to Harsh Measures, should be intormed that there is no such
Being in existence as a mad Papist. The rest of his para-
graph concerns me not, tho’ 1 cannot help apprebending that
if hie and the other paper warriors den’t take care of themselves,
the little Black Gentleman with an odd Name will seon have
bold of them,

=ir, Yours,

A NON-DESCRIPT,
—— LG [ P PR——

From the York Chronicle of Nov. 11,

YORK LUNATIC ASYLUM.

IN consequence of the Reports which have been cireulated
and the Accusations which have been made against the Ym-ﬂ
Lunatic Asylum, L think it right to apprize the Public, that the
next Quarterly Court, or Meeting of the Governors, will be
held at the Asylum, on Thursday the Second of December, at
Twelve 0'Clock, and if any Persons whaisvever, have any thing
to allege against the management or treatment of the I’-.::
tients, they are requested to take that epportunity of bringing
forward their charges. iy

CHARLES BEST,
Puysician to tie Asylums
" York, Nov. 10, 1813, :




e0LLECTION OF PAPERS REEPECTING

From the York Chronicle of Nov. 18,

p—————

HONFESTUS presents his compliments to i"l" rigilato r, and
will be obliged to him to say under what llt'l-i-f'l‘l]ltlirl'i of mili.
tary apparatus the 4 ,r_;,l.[,r[-!ﬁmnrrrrrt S-SIL_{'T'I{'l:I. by ilhs- Physician tg
the Asyium is to be elassed 7—WW ]wtin:r it I”". intended to jef
as Bomb, or Mine, Catamaran, or Torpedo ?

But perhaps Evigilator may {.-unr;i-:llrr this |-':|.ﬂtlhml ‘I.‘Ir'lli{'h the
Physician to the Asylum has taken of .in"rw'nwu‘r; .’um.w{f as
only a Ruse de Guerre—or that disdaining ”llf_' unfair mode of
i.*im‘h;ﬁyfm'u_.r; adopted by Brodum, he is trying his skill at a
coup de main.

Honestus would request Evigilator to recommend to his
friend, if he is really serious, to call a speeial meeting of the
Subseribers to the Asylum and Luf;frm.’xIﬁmu’, for the purpose
of taking inte consideration, not the misconduet or inattention
of the Physician, but the total inliu'mrttruijjlh:..' of his zniiht':iing
proper attention to 150 Patients ; not to sccuse him of taKing
exorbitant fees from the Patients, but to discuss the glaring
impropriety of his being allowed to take any fees ; not to cen-
sure the irdividual behaviour of the Servants,
inquire iato the internal economy of the House,
sider the general mode of management, the gross misappli-
cation of the funds, and the perversion of the orteivaL desien
of the Subscribers, in converting that which should have been
an Asylum for the Poor, into an Hotel for the Rich.

As Evigilator is such a sworn enemy to quackery, he may
also prevail upon his friend to throw open the _-\;'ml'.]m-nt".":s
shop, that a just inquiry may be made whether the nostrums
of his prEDECESSOR ROW exist there ; or if in the rage for strict
regularity, the patients have been deprived of these invaluable
blessings, confided, it is understeod, with so much care, by the
Inventor to his LPupil.—T'hese, and many other topics, may

be ,‘J'Hf:“’m'{.i at this special meeting, no doubt much to the sa.
#isfaction of the

Pn}.'.wi{:i;m to the Asvlum,

nor merely to
but to recon-

—

D e ———

from the York Chronicle of Nov. 18,
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Be appears with his own signature, and challenges any one to
lumlm e charges of mismanagement or maltreatent ol the pa-
‘L]rglllﬁ, at the next Quar l.uh Court, to be held at the Asylum
on the 2d of December.

This i is certainly a manceuvre worthy of a General so well
versed | uuﬁ!.r.-r;; tactics. He knows very well that the Fn-
\Lll,uhuu lJ. 15 not been publicly and expressly charged witls
maltreating the patients; and that even on the supposition of
this being the ¢ case, Lt would be almost impossible lor any one
out of the ”{;Lmu, » bring home the charge with incontro-
vertible evidence.

'The real subjects of complaint are, briefly, that the Insti-
tution has been perverted from its original intention ; that the
means of preventing, detecting, and correcting abuses, which
are |urm'i1!z=d in most other similar establishments, are not found
provided for in the present economy of the York Asylum; and
thut a greater degree of u"-.punaihlhl:, is- vested in the Phy-
sician, than uu;;m to be reposed in any man, however honour-
able.

Let not, therefore, the Governors be misled from the real
subject of investigation; but let them revert to the first prin-
ciples of their Institution : let them restore it to its eriginal
foundation : let them establish rules and regulations for the
prevention of abuses, similar to those which are cenerally pro-
vided in such establishments. Then, and not till then, the sus-
picions of the public will vanish ; and a cenfidence will be felt,
that, if any cascs of mismanagement or improper treatment
should occur, they will be de ts(iw! be considered with im-
partiality, and be deckded upon with a due regard to justice,
humanity, and the real interests of the ] nstitution.

I remain, &e.

MONITOR.

It will he observed, thak Lhe charges against the Asylum i the previous
papers are chiefly presumplive: the means of prevesting and detecting
abuses were said not to be provided, and therefore it was al least highly
probable that abuses did exist. The general impression on the public
mind for many years past, confirmed this presumplion ; such, however, i3
the difficulty of substantiating particular eharzes of ill treatment of fu-
naties, and the reluctance which is generally felt to expose the instances of
this disease, that there seemed but little probability of the Doctor’s chal-
lenge to produce allegations agaiost the treatinent of the paticuts ou the
2l of December being accepted.— Al this juncture, the following stulemend,
appearcd o Lhe York Heralds




g
¥

eolLECTION OF PAPERS RESFECTING
From the York Herald of Nov. 27,

Mr. Epsyron,
THIE fillowing statement would have HFI”'”E“']'_ in fhd
Courant of November 8, it the Editor had mot shown it before
it was published, without my hlfm‘-‘-'ii?fliﬁ‘: to ”.i.' Best ; who
came over to me at Peouncaster, on ._\ﬂ"r{'llltlri"l’ 6. 1 was ine
duced to suspend its publication till this time en the Doctor'y
request, and on his promising to ]I!llllll':-'-l! t|'=t'_.-\flﬂ*_l'hs{-mvnt'
whieh appeared in the Papers, calling a Meeting of the Go-
vernors en ecember 2.

When T first wrote the statemenrt for the press, ¥ had never
geen the letters which have lately been published in the York
Papers respecting the Asylam; nor did 1 Know {ire name of
any one of the Governors or Persons contected with the -
stitution ; but ¥ did ot think it proper to conceal the facts
publicly sworn to before me; more particularly as Viears was
ordered by me to be sent to tire Asylum against his friends’
consent, who were afraid that be should receive ill usage there,
I examined W. Viears, in company with a iriend, ou the 5th of
November, and in consequence of a statement given to me by
Dr. Best, I examined his body very earetubly again on the 3th;
he appeared at thut time to have a great many vellowish blacl
marks upon him, which had it not been for the statement of the
Doctor, I should not have had the least doubt were the effoets
of bruises. Whenever 1 havé seen Lim lie has been periectly
liLliE‘-L,_ except in the case of the assault on the old w oman, who
had given him very great provocation.

I have inquired of Mr. Branson, Surgeon, of Doncaster,
who first attended him: of Francis Moat, who took him and
brought ki from the Asyium ; of his wile and her two sisters,
wh.u saw hin twice 1!:,"."i'|‘.,f_=: Lis confinement : and of lus nearest
nelgibours: and they all agree in stating that they never saw
or heard of the least viclenee, except in the case of the old wo-
man alluded to above, They all agree that he had the black
marks on his return from York, a great part of which had dis-
appeared on the 5th and Sih inst. when 1 viewed him.

XY EIN0rS a0y t‘hiaﬁ.hu.l;nn they mmay wish lor,
and also 1o COren 3

w

anlcate several other ihd'iictilill'?j Lo0 JIJH,*.;' for

lsertion in your paper,
I remain, Sir, your humble Servant,

A ot GODFREY HIGGINS,

Acting Magistrate f » Weat. Rid: £ “York

N5 Magistrate for the W est-Riding of the County of York-

Skellow-Grange

: » near IV r.l"i,rf_l.a't.rirgf_-:
avoe, 26ih, 1813,
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STATEMENT.

A rFew days previous to the 17th April, 1813, complaint was
made to me by an old woman, that William Viears, of Fishlake,
had assaulted her, &c. in consequence of which I granted a war-
rant to appichend him, and upon his being brought up, 1 found
he was insane. He being a Pauper, I ordered the Overseer of
the Poor, Thomas Leach, to take proper measures for conv. ving
him to the Asylum at York ; to which place he was taken on
the 17th of last April ; and from whieh “ie was brought away on
the 13th of last October. When I saw Vicars befere he went,
he appeared in good bodily health, no w ays weak or emactated.

About a fortnight ago, application was made to me, by Sarah,
the wife of William Viears, for an order for more relief from
the Overseer of the Poor. 1 summoned him to the Town’s-
Hall, in Doncaster, and upon inquiring into Vicars’s situation,
the following documents marked A. B. C. D. E, were sworn to.
be true by Sarah Vicars, and the Overseer, Thomas Leach, in
the presetice of W. Wrightson, I3sq. and myself : —

A. Inventory of what cloaths Wm. Vicars took into the Asy-

lum, and also of what he brought back with him.

He took with him a good and nearly new blue coat, a new
scarlet sitk shag waistcoat, a pair of good velveteen breeches, a
new down hat, cost 13s. two pair of blue stockings, never heen
mended, a pair of new shoes, two new blue snd white striped
shirts, a short velveteen jacket, another scarlet waisteoat, spotlied
with black, another pair of velveteen breeches, two neckerchiefs,
one of silk, and one of cotton, two pocket handkerehiefs and
two night caps.

He brought back with him, one short jacket and one waist-

coat, two white shirts, two pair of stockings, an old hat, not the

hat he took, and a pair of had shoes: He has not brought back
one article he took with him,

Bill paid by the OVERSEER.
York, July 5th, 1813.

B. War. Vicags,
Bought of Joux Honesonw,

Lnmod,
43 yrds Dark Cloth, 8s. 0d. ...........ccocevoveeo. 0 16 11
24 yvds Stout Cord, 88, 0d. ... .7 "l Lt ML
43 yrds ditto Cotton, 18.2d. ........oovvveveenil Tty 0 & 3
Potketinghfor $@otte 0. .00 e 1o
St dez, Buttons; Bl vl Bl bl ol g i vg
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Bill paid by the OVER=SEER.

C Mr. Vickers. L g
l-:hiﬂ'q'mpudml B A v de sarataerunarvearsavaves A L T
7L yrds (loth T S L EETIRISIETI NI U RO | S [
2 Shirts MAde .cooevsmveiinismisssisian e, {] 2 9
. pd.u hlm.h.l:l!ghi i o e R St Ao At 06 )
1 4 ¢

e ool

Bill paid by the OVERSELR.
D. The Overseers of Fishlake, Dr,
To the Governors of the York Lunatie Asylum, Oct. 13, 1813,

Board, &c. of Wm. Viears, 4 weeks 3 days, 9s..... 1 19 9
Letter 1s. 9d. Shaving 5d. Stamp 2d. U 9 4
| oA g, eCte e LR PR e e SRR v e | B | B

Received, Geo. Surr, O T
Allowing deposit 1 1. 0
Liiek o

E. This is to certify that T was wnt for, by Mr. Ilupm,ml
of Thorning Ilirst, on Thursday the 1ith instant, to examine
the state in which V¥ illiam Viears, of ‘=|:1|='1|11' " h was dismissed
from the York Asylum. He il.u‘ the Lteh very bad, was also
E)‘.tl‘l‘llh‘h‘ ﬁli’ll}', for 1 saw his wife not enly comb several lice
from his head, but take them from the folds of his shict neck;
his liealth was so much i1 Illlimln (, that he was not able to -hliltt
by himself; his legs were very much swe lled, and one of them
in a state ﬂi' moctification. He is now mueh |u1_'1n'1=1ﬂd both
in mind and health, by bark and a generous nourishing diet.
Witness my hand this 29t day of October, 1813,

CHARLES MAPLES, Surgeon.

From the York Ferald of Nov. 27.

——

Sig,

I an informed, by a letter from Mr, Ticwins. of Skellow,
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and incorrect, before the matter has been fully investigated by
the Governors of the Asylum, T shall for the present, content
myself with requesting the public to suspend their judgment,
and desiring you to insert the following letter.

I am, Sir, &c.
York, Nov. 206, 1813, C. BEST,

e D B ——

Copy of a Letter, sent to Mr. Higgins, on the 21st
Instant,

Sir, York, Nov. 20, 1813.

THE pressure of indispensable occupations during the Jast
and the present week, has prevented me from sending an earlier
reply to your letter. When I had the honour of conversing
with you on the Gth of the present month, I certainly consi-
dered you as most elearly and wnequivocaily acquiescing in
the proposal I made to you, that you should refer your charges
to the consideration of a meefing of the Governors of the Asy-
lum, instead of prejudicing the minds of the public by an
ex parte statement against the Institution. I stated to you, at
the same time, that it was my decided wish and desire, that the
matter should undergo a full and complete investization, as in
the event of the existence of any abuses or lnproper practices
at the Asylum, no person could have so much interest in their
correction as myself.

After this conversation, and supposed arrangement, T was in
no small degree surprised to receive your letter, which in-
formed me of your intention to publish every thing you knew,
or that had come belore you on the subject, and, disregarding
the jurisdiction of the Governors of the Asylum, to refer the
matter to the tribunal of the public.

Before you come to a definitive decision wpon this point, I
trust you will consider well, how far such a step is compatible
with the common principles of equity and justice. I apprebend,
that in all other cases of supposed injury, application is first
made to the tribunal, whose express business it is to hear the
complaint and redress the wrong, and that only in case of the
neglect of that tribunal to periorm its duty, is it cousidered as
Justifiable to appeal to another court.—Shoyld you, however,
persist in your intention of publishing your statement, your
candour will, I hope, induce you to make a public avowal of
YOur reasons for questioning the competency ov the integrity of
the tribunal to which you are relerred tor redress, and to ad-
vance suthicrent grounds for your implied belief, that the Go-
veruors of the Asylum are either unable or unwilling, to acquit
themselves of their duty with impartiality and justice.

D
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ou will duly consider whether you are not lend.
a Magistrate to a purpose most foreign {q

feet, however yp.

1 also hopne ¥
i OUr name as
ing your name as ot e i e .
your official situation, and g1ving h”{l"" i.u:tld ef _
2 : our par g alicious conspiraey agmaj
IE'I'['_"'I'I"Il}l'l-:"lH\: on !IUH]- ]},“11 I.“ L I 1L_ thllll{:., amrainst

¥ Tl 3 5 gt 1 s gl 1 AT

myself and the _."-i.p;}'hun. I's suga stromn, As you wi [ perceive,

: he internal evidence of some of

in strongly supported both by t dence of
selected for bringing them

your documents, and by the fume
{forward.

[ have further to request, that the d_v}m.aélinr:n of the Apo-
thecary at Thorpe be taken on Uatiﬁ before 1t 1s ]H'flllz'-?'ht for-
ward as an authentic document. ‘The |‘I11]J‘1“""}“””_‘}i this paper
in its present torm, belore ﬂti’: matter has been fully investizated,
will hardly, I think, be considered as a fair proceeding, by any
candid or unprejudiced person. So far from tending to pro-
mote the ends of justice and truth, which are the only legitimate
objects in every similar ]mlnir}*, it is evidently caleulated to
counteract and defeat them. It is intended to produce an im-
pression on the minds of its readers, that the situation in which
Wm. Vickars was removed from York, was the result of neg-
lect and improper treatment at the Asylum, and not, as I ap-
prehend will be fully proved by evidence, the unavoidable
consequence of the lamentable and dangerous illness under
which he had recently laboured, and from which he was but
then in an early stage of convalescence. It is also calculated
to disseminate a belief, that the Asylum at large and ifs in-
mates, are kent in a state of uncleanliness and neglect; and
that due attention is not paid either to the health or the com-
fort of the patients, the.countrary of which netion, as 1 venture
to affirm with the utmost confidence, will be established by the
most ample and satisiactory evidence.

As I express so much confidence of heing able to rebut
these charges, and to bring forward a satisfactory explanation
of the circumstances mentioned in your statement, you will
probably ask, why I should so :-;lt'mw;!':,' object to the publication
of your documents? My answer is briefly tiis—that they are
not fitted to further the ends of j?l‘.‘-::'f'f‘{f,h but to raise a most
unmjust outery against the Lumnatic Asvlum—that popular cla-
mour, though easily raised, is with ditficulty repressed—that
numerous individuals who read your charges, will not be at
the trouble to attend to their refutation—and Jastly, that when
1!][‘ public mind has been F}uim_}nml and !5.;“-'“”'['1“-1{ on any par-
ticular I‘.-il.lj‘ljl‘['t_._ no subsequent 1-”.1;1“;-.:1"[;”, however safis-
tactory in itself, can efface the impression which has once been
produced,

Should you, after all, decide upon publishing your statement,
from which a sense of justice and candour will, I trust, still
dissuade you, you are at libertv to make lu: : oy think

2 ! ke what use you
proper of the paper I put into ].'t;m' hands, exylaining, ol course,
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THE YORK LUNATIC ASYLUM. 41

partial and imperfect explanation of the circumstances, taken
down hastily on the spur of the oceasion, and as by no means
comprising the whole of the evidence to be hl‘mlghl forward on
the subject,
I have the honour to be, Sir,
¥ our okedient humble Servant,

CHARLES BEST.
o ¢ € TV

(BT FHHﬁ-’h’H”H hoped, that the CASE which has Just ap-
peared wn the York Herald, with the controversy which
has recently taken place, respecting the Asylum, will induce
a general attendance of the Governors at the Quarterly
Court, to he held on the 2d of December. The follonwing
gudicions Regulations for the prevention and detection of
abuses, in a class of Institutions of all others the most ex-
posed fo them, are extracted j‘r{;m the Rules !:r;‘ several
respectable Establishments, and are most vespectfully sub-
miited to the serious consideration of the Governors of the
York Lunatic Asylum, by
WILLIAM TUKE.
York, 27th of 1ith Month, 1813,

“ That the Physicians and Surgeons of the Public Infirmary,
shall be the Physicians and Surgeons of the Hospital and
Asylum: and the Liverpool Parish Poor shall be under the
care of the three Senior Physicians of the Dispensary.”—
st Rule of the Licerpeol Lunatic Hospital and Asyluwin.

““ That each Patient admitted, shall come under the care of
that Physician, whe is the Physician for the week, except the
Patient be entitled to reside in the Asylum ; in which case, the
Patient’s Friends shall have liberty, at the time of Admission,
to choose any one of the Plhysicians of the Infirmary to attend
the Patient.”—9th Rule. ]

“ That none of the Male Servants shall be permitted to ro
inte (he Female Patients’ Apartments upest any account; nor
the Keeper, witiout the Matron, or some Female Servant,
(for whom thie Matron shall be responsible) constantly attending
him.”—24th Rule. ; ‘

“ That the Oflicers of the Infirmary be requested to visit
the Hospital and Asylum oceasionally, and to observe the be-
iaviour of the Keeper, Matron, and their Servants, towards
the Patients; to examine inw the cleanliness of the Wards
and Public Apartments; the (quality of the Bread, Beer, and
otiier Provisions; whether they are aliowed to walk in the
Gardens when the Weather will permit, and whether they be
regularly attended by their respective Physiciins—also to re

3
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k. whether there is cause to .illfl."l" any damage by fire op
% i whether any further improvements can be made,
r comfort and conveumience f:l' tllmir m:'un;]p}. P
articular, that they i.';ﬂllil'llll:li‘: into :.}].11 Bediing
and mightly accommodation nidmf-h l “.f‘f""! 3 !:n‘ T-‘HT.E.H' piirpase
it is desirable that they l:‘.lt'[‘:'L:'iLUtl'l'.'lﬂf, visit in the Evening, and
that they enter their ftemarks in the Book provided for that
]1111-]1051:‘."—‘.?{51*.’1 Rule. . ‘
These Rules appear to have been copied nearly verbatim
from those of Manchester, in wlm:.ht however, Hnuh'.e: ‘q:-:,u.-n,l.,.g
are appointed to attend daily. 1t 1s also :1[1:5:{.'{1-1{ that the
admission of each Patient shall be sign-d by ju‘u:-‘ or more, of
the Trustees of the Infirmary,” ;mili_ that “ Coosultations he
held Monthly, or more l're{|1wnthiy, ift necessary, by ¢ L Piry-
gicians, concerning the (Cases of the Patients, by 1}h:.-,--.. expe-
rience and knowledge will rmfipn:-vui!j." be communicated, ina
Diisease, of all others the most perplexing and obscure.”

insecurity ;
for the greate
tients, and in p

The following is extracted from the Rules af the Nottingham
Asylm.
¢ That the IHouse Committee shall meet, at the Lunatic
Asylum, on every Wednesday, at the Hour of Eleven in the
Forenoon, or oftener, if necessary ; and be authorized to admit
or discharge Patients, not belonging to the third Class ; to de-
termine the amount of the Weekly Payments, demandable
from the respective Patients: to superintend the condition of
the Flouse and the Furniture ; to hire, dismiss, amd pay the
Assistants and Menial Servants; to inspect and allow, or re-
ject Weekly Bills; to pay all Demands not exceeding Ten
Pounds, which cannot be reserved for the consideration ol the
eeneral Quarterly Meetings ; to enforce the observance of the
Rules and Orders; to hear and decide Complaints ; to correct
Abuses, and to transact such incidental and ordinary Business,
as may claim immediate attention.”

=3 (T D YV e

rom the York Herald of Dec-4.

Sir,

I ruink it my duty fo inform the public, that I have pre-
sented the following Statement to the Governors, at the Asy-
lum, this day. 1 am not at present informed, what is the de-
cision of the Court. 1 shall therefore make no comments, nor
wive any opinion upon what has passed ; but I do most con-
fidently hope, il the Governors have thought it right to come 10
any decision, that at least, the nature of the evidence upon
whieh that decision is founded will be stated to the publie.
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However, T care little what is their conclusion, so that it only
produce such wholesome Regulations, (the a=.ppui|;lm<rnl, of Vi-
siters, &c. &e¢)) as may prevent even the suspicion of such
things occewrring in future.

I remain, Sir, your humble Servant,

GODFREY HIGGINS,
York, Thursday Evening, Dec. 2, 1813.

My Lorps axp GENTLEMEN,

I think it my duty to lay before you the following statement

of certain facts, which came publicly before me as a magistrate,
l."w]i{*fum; a Ilut itic of the name of Wm. Vickars. 1 have dml_r.:

mysell the honour of presenting them to you in person, in con-
sequence of a conference I had some time ago at Doncaster
with Dr. Best, and of the advertisement published by him, the
result of that conlerence ; and also, in order that I may verify
the documents as far as in my power, and be ready to afford
yon any explanation which you may require.

The object of this statement, Wm. Vickars, was sent to the
Asylum by my orders, against his friends’ consent; the evi-
dence lea}mciuu;' him was given publicly in the Town’s Hall,
at Doncaster, and I think I am bound, in justice to myself, as
well as to this poor but respectable Mld unfortunate man, to
show that I will not eonnive at the injustice with which he ap-
pears te me to have been treated ; his friends at least shall be
satisfied, that if justice be not done to him, the fault is not
mine. It has been represented to me, that I ought to have
sent the statement first to Dr. Best, before 1 published it. I
think otherwise. But it may be well for those who are of that
opinion, to recollect that, in consequence of Mr. Peacock’'s
conduet, the doctor had all the opj wortunity he could require of
rendering a satisfactory t“.i}l mation. He took the opportunity
afforded to him, by coming and talking with me at Doncaster,
and by giving me a written statement, in defence of the _'lp_.:r
lum, which, to say the least of it, is nut satisfactory to me.

At the time I first wrote the statement which I sent to the
Courant, (see pags37,) I did not know the name of any person
connected with the Asylum: 1 had never read any of the
letters which have lately been published in the York papers
respecting it ; nor have | to this day read more than three or
four of lh{m, and I never have had, until this week, any com-
munication, directly or indireetly, on this subject, with any
person in the C ity “of York or ifs neighbourhood, except Dr.
Best and the Editors of the two York papers.

D3
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I should not have said a word {wli_' my own _mﬂti‘f[*r—‘u or cone
duct in this aftair, had it not been tfor h{mtvtltll!,'.':' !ihi' ian Insi-
quation contained in Dr. Best’s letter (see page 39) ol Nov. 20,
that I was lending my name as 4 magistrate to encourage a
malicious -;-un.-:j!ir.'u:].' aoainst him and the Asylum; but i liope
and trust no one will believe, that I would so far forget myself
and the situation 1 have the honour to hold. No one, surely,
will suspect me, of wishing, wantonly, to I-'Illl‘l the feelings of
any man, much less of a man like Dy, Best, whoom 1 had never
seen, and of whom I had never hicard any one speak, but with
esteem and respect. He may think It policy to turn the at-
tention of the public to my oflfences, ill.:-lll.::ei-l of the oliences of
the Asvium. but I do not think it will avail bim much. 1 ean.
not think, that in attacking me, he has tuken the best method
of defending bimsell.

By Dr. Best’s account, the only difference in opinien be-
‘t'.'.'l.*:i him and mysell, seems to be, that he wanted a full and
complete investigation in private—1 wanted one in public,
In consequence of the Doctor's journey to Doncaster, 1 have
had a pgreat deal more trouble than 1 should otlierwise have
had ; but 1 should have been amply repaid, if my trouble had
been ten times as great, by the thanks of numbers, for taking
up the cause of their relations and friends.. Yet, in several
instances, when I have urged tiem to let me bring forward
their individual case, the answer has been, ©“ I ean take eare my
iriend shall be ill used no more, bat 1 will not advertise him
in all the York papers for a lunatic.”

I shall now probably be told, I am raising an outery again—
be it s0, but what I say 1s true. 1 think no ocne will deny,
that the case ot Vickars is a very strong one mn its present ap-
pearance. :”i]‘ilrh;' Lrought it belove the public, 1 have done
my duty, and I shall be very glad, if the gentlemen connected
with the institution can be able to show that they have done
'thr_sl':‘": and to convince the friends of Wm. Vickars and the
publie, upon unguestionable exidence, that his case lias been
miist ttl'lill but | appreliend nothing short of the whole evi-
dence being laid betore the public will be deemed satistactory—
less than that will not sutis: v me. ¥

l:!.m” 1.]|:~ docwment containing Dr. Best's defence, which
1“'. might bave published, if be had thouglit proper, along with
e 1 ”{‘ll'u it rigiid to observe, that it seems to me incredible
Wt any mierior scrvant of a mad-heuse should bhe fonnd so
humane as to lend his clothes for si ol a lousy and
ih'.;‘f Pi.l”'rl.'l' who, if n i lo AT :flh “““h: L2 ”“',} ‘_I '
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above to stand in competition, for a moment, with the disin-
terested antd unobtruded evidence of Francis Moat and the
two Mapleses.

I souyht their evidence it was not offered to me.

I think it right to correct a mistake which took place in the
copying of my first statement in the Herald; the words,
¢ except Mr. Branson,” ought to have been inserted in the
tenth line from the bottom, after the word “ agree.”

I called on Mr Branson faeice oh saturday last, anil sent a
special messenger over to him on Sunday with a note, to apo-
logize for the mi-.mlw and te inquire whether he 1su<:+|.h.a..(*rd
any thing more respecting Vickars; he was unfortunately irom
home, but I received a letter yesterday, to inform me Lie now
recollected that Vickars was sufliciently violent at his house to
Justily and require a recommendation to the Asylum. 1 cer-
tainly never deubted the man’s insanity ;  Thelieve Mr. Bran-
son never saw him after his return—Mr. Maples, never before
his admission.

The cases of Wilson, Schorey, Kidd, and Thirkeld, appear
to me to demand your serious attention.

It really surprises me, considering the general difficulty of
substantiating partieular charges in regard to the treatment of
Lunatics, and the delicacy which generally exists in exposing
the instances of this disease, that | have been able to collect
such a mass of important evidence in vone day and a half.

There is one other fact, of which no separate document is
laid before you, to which I must call your attention. =ince
the 1st of January last, 23 or 24 persons appear to have been
buried at St. Olave’s ehurch from the Asylum. You will na-
turally inquire whether all the patients who die in the Asylum
are interred in this place.

Surely, my Lords and Gentlemen, if you dispassionately
discuss the circumstances which T have laid before you, you
must agree with me that public investization into the state of
the Asylum, of which you are the guardians, is absolutely ne-
cessary ; anel that the lnstitution ought to be placed on such a
footing, as, by the purity of its I:-rin{iplfu. the irankness of its
proceedings, the wide exiension of its doors to the insane poor,
might challenge and command the approbation, the confidence,
and the {uutmhml ]milml.l"v of that liberal public to whomn ]t
is indebted for its origin and support.

GODIFREY IIIGGINS.
York, December 1, 1813,
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From the York Herald of Dee. 4.

YORK LUNATIC ASYLUM.

AT a QUARTERLY COU il'li of the GOVERNORS
of the YORK LUNATIC ASYLUM, held the Second day
of December, 1813.

The Governors having taken into their consideration the
Statement published in the I‘i'urk and utlr!m"?\{.’mt'!ﬂplup!-:'ﬁ_. re-
specting the treatment of WILLIAM VICKARS, lately o
Potient in this Asylum, and having examined upon oath such
Witnesses as were competent to afford Jimurnl:n.i[m on the
same, are 1"];”11";91[5]}' olf U]}itl-ll'I]F:, that dl.ll'J-lI}.;‘ the time that the
said Wm. Vickars remained in the Asylum, he was treated with
all possible care, attention, and humanaty,

Resovven,

That whilst the Governors are at all times ready and anxions
to promote an inquir: into the supposed existence of any abuse
in the conduct of this Institution, they cannot but regret the
mode by which an ex parte statement of the case, which has
this day come under their consideration, has been eirculated in
several Newspapers previous to an opportunity being afforded
to the Governors of a regular investigation of the grounds of
the complaint.

Resorven, That this Court be adjourned to FRIDAY the
10th day of December instant, at Twelve 0’Clack.

ResovLven, That the Thanks of this Court be given to his
Grace the Archbishop of Y ork, for his attention to the business

of the duy.

OroERED, Thfu' these Resolutions be published in the York
and Doncaster Newspapers,

E. EBOR.

a1 - 1T ——

From the York Courant of Dec. 6,
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competent to give information. Will the Public believe that
these competent witnesses were no others than the T\-lanagﬂm
and Ikeepers at the Asylum [—The persons suspected of neg-
lect, cruelty, and fraud, say, upon their oath, that they are
verfectly innocent, and entirely contradict the facts stated b
I\'irknra} wite and her sister; by Leach, Moat, and the two
respectable Surgeons of the name of Maples. 1Is it possible
that upon this mere denial of guiit, by the parties accused, the
Governors have formed their opinion, that * during the time
Wm. Vickars remained in the Asylum, le was treated with all
possible care, humanity, and attention !”

Will not the Public inquire, why the pretended evidence
upon which the decision of the Court is founded, is not pub=
lished —As the Pyblic haye heard the charges, justice to the
Asylum seems to demand that tiey should also hear the vin=
dication.  Knglishmen are not accustomed to place implicit
faith in declarations unsupported by proof. But will it be be-
lieved that in this proper tribunal, it was not deemed ex-
pedient to take down in wryiting the declarations which were
received as evidence. Ol coupse, any cross examination musg
have been very imperfect.

Let your readers inquire, which of the Governors whose
names appear in the advertisement, as having been present
when the unanimous declaration was made on the case of
Vickars, were actually in the room at the time, or whetheg
several of them had not previously retired in disgust.

The public must remember that there are four other cases of
complaint, yet unnoticed by the Court of Governors., Let
them not, theretore, imagine that the whole business is decided.
What light these cases may throw even upon that of Vickars is
uncertain—though, doubtless, the competent witnesses in the
Asylum, will declare upon oath, that they are as innocent in
the cases yet unexamined, as in that of the unfortunate Vickars,

The respectable Magistrate, whose public spirit demands
the thanks ol his countrymen, can now require no justification
for making his appeal to the tribunal of the public. It is to be
hoped that every one will read his excellent address to the
Governors, in the last York Herald.

1 remain, &e.

A HATER OF ABUSES.

Erom the York Herald of Dec. 11.
Bir,

AS T am informed something more is expected from me re-

lative to the meeting of the Governors of the Asylum on Friday
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hlished last week in the Herald, T bee voy

dst, than what 1 pu _ | ;
v : iculars—1 wish to say as little a5 |

to state the foliowing part
can with propriety.

The Archbishop,; the last minute I;vfm'v I came away, told
fne very politely, that they “I'Ul.ill!_ detain me no longer, they
had no further any eceasion for me.

From the resolutions in the Newspaper, I see the “u'rr'rn_rm.;
meet ag':fm on Friday, perhaps they may examine at that time
the ﬂue;'runt cases b laid before thiem, ready to l;-.=‘:-'lipi.u:-hui‘hy
the oaths of several most 1'[l-;iwc-l;1|;|:~ persons . in your {!.[}-‘
As the Governors have the cases in writing, andl the ;uh!‘rq-gm.ﬁ
of all the Witnesses, my presence caanotl be necessary. 1 hope
and trust the Governors will publish the cases, and all the eyi-
dence on both sides, in order that 1iL:=_im|-.Jli_f- may be satisfied
as to the past, and that they will appoint Visiters, and adopt
other proper regulations, to prevent what has happened trom
recurring in future.

I give my word, T have not written or seen, before publi-
cation, any anonymous letters on this subject, and none shall
be written or published by me. Any misrepresentations which
1113‘1;]"- made ol my conduct in the I";’sp!‘!'r-'. whether ANONYmMous
or otherwise, will be treated with the contempt they deserve.

The evidence which I have seen and heard, leads me to a

conclusion directly the reverse of that drawn by the Governors.
I am very far from salisfied with what has Leen done.

Though some Persons may treat my opinion with contempt,
yei a few humble paupers, relatives of the Lunatics, do wish it
to be known. 1 cannot consent to keep it concealed.

The ]jﬂgis{rni;‘r: of the Xllt'[l:—“hﬁnﬂ: I am told are I]Iii]rﬁfng
an Asylum for their own paupers. Why are they doing this ?

I heg leave to call the attention of the Magistrates of the
Bast and West iidings to the following facts :

In that most execellent Inmstitution. ealled the RHetreat, be-
]l'fl‘lf_""if‘l.’_f to the respectable Society of I'riends, 26 patients have
i;hlml in sixteen years, during which period, the average number
of patients hias heen 46, In the Asvlum, containing at the time
of the last repori 189 E“"[-'"““':- Q4 & have 0
church alone, in the last eleven nonths :
the Asylum, by one of

been buried at one
and 1t was sworn 1n
i the Imferested witnesses, that only a
shigiit appearance of typhus had shown itself in one or two
cases,

* How rn!'ln:.' l':l'.r'| thnsp are poor i'P1"f?!!= 3
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I now take my leave of this subject with a little hope,
aingled with much regret at what has passed, and with a con-
sciousness that 1 have done my duty to the best ol my abilities.

1 remain, Sir, your bumble Servant,
G. HIGGINS.

Skellonw-Grange, near Ferrybridge,

Decemmber 9, 1813.

As the Resolutions of the adjourned Court on December 10th were not
published. it may be proper to insert here the following extract from the
History of the Asylum, pages 33, 34.

« On Lhal day, Mr. Nicoll and twelve other persons, went down te the
Asylum. at the hour of meeting, and paid the requisiie donations to be-
come Governors. After some hesitation, as to the point of regularity,
(this being an adjourned meeling) they were admilted to act and vole as
overnors.

1t would be difficult to eonceive the surprise, occasioned by this unex-
pected incursion. Considerable indignation was naturally felt and ex-
pressed ; but the impartial and dignified conduct of the ehairman, (the
Archbishop of York) contributed to restrain the meeting within the bounds
of decorum. His Grace’s eflorts were exerled at this and every subsequent
meeting, to unite all the Governors in a cordial co-operation for an im-
provement in the system of the Charily.

Though the Court, on the 2d of Decemher, appeared to have decided
erroneously on the case of Vickars, the new Governors forbore to propose
any revision of that case, or even to allude to it ; conceiving that this would
be an unnecessary attack on the measures of those with whom they were
now to be associated.  They were persuaded, that out of Mr. Higgins's re-
maining cases, if properly investizated, enough would be proved to eviuce
the necessily of a change of system.

On the ficst of these cases, therefore, being hronght forward. Mr. Nicoll
proposed, that insiead of an inguiry by the whole Court, a Committee of
Investigation should be appointed. Mr Micoll's proposal was violently
oppesed —there were only ** a couple of lousy cases, which might be dis-
po:ed of in-halt an hour.”

The Arehbishop however, declared himself so decidedly in favour of the
Commuttee. as the preferable covrse, thot the opposition 1o it was with-

drawa, and this mode of proceeding was agreed Lo be adopled.”
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From the York Courant of Dec. 21,

Sin,

WITHOUT further apologizing, I beg to inform you, that
there has died in the York Lunatic Asylum since its first esty.
blishment in 1777, (being a period ol 36 years) 246 persons;
that the average number of Patients for great part of the time
have been 195 ; therefore compare the pumber in the Friendg
.Hr;rtrv.ut, say 46, as stated by Mr. Higzws, in the }ﬂ'l.'ix Herald
of the 11th instant, and the deaths as stated also by him, at 20,
within a period of 16 years, and it will then appear the number
of deaths are greater in proportion in the Retreat than they
have been in the Asylum.

Why Mr. H. has endeavoured to impose upon the Puhliu,by‘
saying that the proportion of deaths in the Asylum, are as 3 (o 1
in the Retreat, 1 am at a loss to conceive ; perhaps the w orthy
Magistrate will, upon seeing this, condescend aguin to explain
to the Public the mode b)‘ which he has made his caleulution,

There is also another small mistake which he has made,
which I beg to bring to his recollection : In the York Herald
of the 27th ult. he states that Mr. Branson, surgeon, ol Don-
caster, and others, had seen the legs of Fickars, the pauper,
after his return from the Asylum at York ; whereas Mr. Brap-
son has since wrote to the Governors of the Asylum, suying
that “ he never even saw the pauper alter he was sent to York;
and that My, Higgins must have completely misunderstood
him,”

Hoping to have these calculations and mistakes explaine,

I am,
With my Publie respect,
Yours,

York, Dec. 26, 1813, A FRIEND TO TRUTH.

—— et el P

From the York Chronicle of Dee. 30.
A writTer in the last Cour

assumed the title of « A Fri
the l':ﬂ]u'ning‘

ant, who has, most unfortunately,
end to Truth,” has given the public
_ S statements :—1Ist, That there has died in the
:l:ln'lx lﬂnu{tia" _-"!i:ﬁ}'lum :'-iiH{:l." its first establishment in 1777—
~40 persons, 2d, * That the average number of patients lor
:"r'lﬁ.l”:f fmf-f of H'H.JIil‘q-'Jn.pg_r:,JI has been 195 And 3d, As an in-
werence frow the foregoing, “ that the number of deaths are
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greater in proportion at the Retreat, than they have been in
the Asvlum.™

I beg to inform your readers, that these three statements are
absolutely false, as will appear evident from the following an-
nual account of the number of patients in the house in each

ear, and the number of deaths. 'This document has been ex-
tracted chiefly irom the printed rveports of the state of the lu-
gtitution published in the ¥York Chroenicle.

Dateg No. of | Namber [{ Date No. of Number
Palients of Lreaths Patients | of Deaths
in the | grom the [[ in the | jrom Lhe
fipusc. | opening. § Fiptise. | opening.

1778 15 1} 1796] 83 89
17790 23 4 E_ITHT 85 101
1780f 28 8 | 1798| 06 105
1781 41 11 c 1799 99 112
1783132 .} 20 1200 112 120
1783 349 22 1801] 127 | 145
1784 33 | 22 L1802 127 | 157
1785]. 43 | 25 | 1803| 137 163
1786 47 27 1804 141 185

1785 53 | &0 1805 142 194

1788] 68 36 | 1806 158 210
17891 72 8 1805 166 223

1790 75

e i

|

45 | 1808 136 | 230
|
{

1791 70 56 1809 154 247
1792| 74 58 1810 174 266
1793f 74 G6 Il 1811] 172 209
1794] 80 73 1812{ 195 310 }
1795! 83 51 N 1813/ 199 | 822§ %

It is evident, from the preceding table, that the number of
patients who had died in the Asylum, at the time of the lass
printed report, was 322 : so much for the first statement of the
“ Friend to Truth.”

In regard to the second, it appears that prior to the year
1800, the number of patients in the house at one time has never
been 100; and that the average number from the commence.
ment of the Asylum to the present year, has not been 88. The
average annual number of deathis will be found to have been
as nearly 9 as possible.  Let us then examine the third state-
ment of the letter writer. 'T'he average number of patients in
thie Retreat, since its establishment, a period of 16 years, has
been 46, and in this time the number of deaths has been 26.
A very simple arithmetical process, will readily show that the
proportion of deatiis in the Retreat to those ot the Asylum, are

* These numbers are prioted, I presume by misiake, 210 and %32, in the anoual
&ccounls of the Asylum, '




52 ¢OLLECTION OF PAPERS RESPECTING
about as 1§ to 4 1 5ta; or, in other words, had 1:.::1‘1'[1.' t'l‘mlf-:amn
mortality prevailed in the Asylum, as has been the case in tie
Retreat, instead of an average ot nine deaths in one year, thepe
would have becn t;ui}' gevel In two years. I am aware thar a
variety of ecircumstances must be considered, !;g-uu-u any just
iu:vrv:u-v:-; can be drawp t'l'n_m these t-_imlp;n'-,nrw statements;,
and I should not have made i_lu-m,_t'.m} it not been HC'I:‘I.'I;'HH‘;H‘} o
correct the flagrant inaccuracies ol this pretended ¢ Friend to
Truth.”

There is another part of the letter we are examining, u.-hlir_-h,
though net absolutely false, is caleulated to make a very filse
impression on the readers’ mind, and whu-h:, therefore, deserves
potice. 'The writer says, he wishes to eall to My, ]‘I|5_II'.r_1"=hh'-s
recollection, another small ervor which he has made ip regard
to Branson, the Surgeon ol Doncaster, haying seen '[].w leas of
Vickars, the pauper Another error indeed! .”“,1 this Friend
to Truth know, or he did not know, that Hizcgins had cor-
rected this error, and given a full explanation of it in his ad-
dress to the Governors on the explanation of Vickars's case,
and that this correction and examination were printed in the
York Herald, the only paper in which the erroneous statemeut
appeared, on the 11th oi December.

You will, T think, agree with me in opinion, that whatever
friendship this writer may have for T'ruth, he has a most un-
happy way of showing it: He certainly has not taken much
pains to seek her, and 1 really fear the fact is, that so long a
time has elapsed since their last interview, that she has in-
sensibly lost ber place in his regards, and they have been trans-
ferred to a creature, whose gualities are the very opposite to
tiiose of Truth, but who, for purpeses not the most honourable,
may sometimes assume her name and garb.

It I am mistaken, which I heartily wish T may be, in th se
reflections, the Friend to Truth will doubtless confess himsell
a bad seeker, and thank me in your next, for the pains 1 have
taken to bring him to the object of his attachment.

I remain, with respect, &e.

A SEEKER OF TRUTH.
e 2 2 () L rar—

YORK ASYLUM.

—_—

AT an Adjourned Quarterly Court of GOVERNORS of
the % {‘H“\”I,l NATIC ANY LUM, held on Friday the e
venta dey oi January, 1814,

D G ﬁiiﬁ Court, the Committee appointed on the Tenth -.“F
ecember last, to investigate certain charges then belore the
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Court, reported the several depositions taken by them on the
cases referred to their i[i\'a'.il]ﬁ_‘:'lliﬂ:h

The Committee further reported their opinion, that in the
case of Martha Kidd, a gross neglect of cleanliness and of at-
tention to the person, is in full proef.

That in the case of the Rev. Mr. Schorey, there has been
considerable personal peglect; and that boti towards himself
and Mrs. Schorey, some of the Keepers hav. conducted them-
selves in a very reprehensible manner.

That in the cases of George Arnndel, Jsha Thirkell, and
Richard Thirkell, and of Mr. Wilson, no suilicient ground of
censure has been established. .

The Depositions taken by the Committee having been read,

REsoLVED,

That the opinion of the Committee on all the above ecases,
be adopt ed as the opinion of this Court,

Resorven, That the Thanks of this Court be given to the
Committee, for the great labour aud exertion with which the
have conducted the Ipvestigation of the Cases submitted to
them.

Resorvep, That it be referred to the following Committee,
(any five of whom shall have power to act) to make an inquiry
into the Rules and Management of this Lustitution ; and to re-
port facts, and their opinion thereon, to the next or :’illl}ﬁ{}{llll'.ﬂt
Quarterly Counrt of the Governors, or to the General Meeting:
in August, viz.:

His Grace the ARCIIBISHIOP of YORK,
THOS. sMITH, ksaq. (Lorp Mayon.)
Rev. THOS, PRESTON,
Rev. WM. DEALTRY,
0. PALMES, Esq.
=AM. WM. NICOLL, Esq,
BENJ. EROOKSBANK, Esq.
WM. CARR, Esq.
THOS. WILSOX, Esq.
HENRY BLANXND, Esq.
Rev. JOHN GRAHAM,
Mr. BROOK,
Mr. J. GERAY.

- SW F W s

From the York Herald of Jan. 15, 1814.
S,
: LEST any improper inference should be drawn from my
silenee, I think it right to state to the jublic, that I am per-
leetly satisfied with the decision ‘of the lute Meeting of Go-




51 COLLECTION OF PAPERS RESPECTING

vernors; and am persu aded, that in consequence of the recent
roceedings, the Patients are treated with as much care, hy.
manity and attention, as circumstances will admit of.
L k]

It gave me great pleasure to be able to second the motion fop
; . AL 8 .
thanks to his Grace the Archbishop, and the Committee who
conducted the late investigation. I now entertain the most
upon as good a plan of management as is adopted in any si-
ynilar Institution in the kingdom. T'his expectation, Sir, is an
ample compensation to me for the anxiety I have felt on this
eccasion, and for those misrepresentations to which | have been
exposed in the discharge of what I conceive to have been my
duty as a Magistrate. it
I remain, &o.

G. HIGGINS,
Skellow- Grange, Jan. 10, 1814.

el

YORK LUNATIC ASYLUM.

From the York Herald of March 26.

Sie,

HAVING some time age called the public attention to a
case, s | conceived of mal-treatment, in the York Lunatic
Asylum, the statement of which, it was alleged, might injure
the reputation of that Institution, I thought it my duty, as soon
as I could with sincerity, to endeavour to remove any unfa-
vourable impression, which that statement might convey. This
I did in a letter of the 10th of January last. '

I am extremely sorry that it is now my duty to guard the
public from being deceived by the opinion «E‘Xl;l'{‘!‘iﬁi‘{! in that
letter. Visiting the Asylum early this morning, I discovered,
to my great Slll']:]‘iﬂf‘, that the house is vet in the most shocking
state. | discovered a number of secret cells in a state of filth,
!mrrahl[; beyond description, and which, in my opinion, it was
““ff”-"i"i-ihlﬁ could be produced by the Ut:{'l.l]}.'ili.-:}il of one or two
paticnts, il} less than several 'Iilliij'hhl".-%. In one of these cells was
a {:tmm: with hand-cufls aflised, fastened to a nenw board in the
ﬂurn'.*—_l‘hnma cells were ocenpied the last night by women, the
most miserable objects I ever beheld. 7 i

T . L

Upon Inquiry, I find that these cells were kept secret from
E;_*;}E:':"{i-'mtl—::::ll;ltltL‘fiﬁ who were i'lj?pﬂi]'l.l'lt'il to examine the H"M.‘E

' se, &c. and that they were informed as I was, belore
i fniscovered the {!U{J'F‘ which led to these ili-:'ldt"l‘: {,‘L‘“_H-L that tlw}f
had seen the whole of the house, f
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A speecial meeting of Governors being held about two hours
after my discovery, at which, Col. Lnul\v of Owston, precided,,
I was enabled to he ave llww cells examined, I:}r at least 20 of
the Governors:; but not until all the straw, pertectly soaked
with urine and excrement, had been removed, and fresh straw
put in the place.—The state they were in, even alter this ope-
vation, I leave to the Governors to describe.

I shall make no comment upon this statement, except to ex-
press a hope, that the ]mhlu' will never rest satisfied till this
Augean Ntaile be swept clean, from top to bottom,

Many more extraordinary circumstances connected with this
Institution, shall be laid before the public in proper time. I
hope the statement of those facts will not fail to procure a full
attendance of Governors, at the next Quarterly Court in April,

I remain &ec.
March 24, 1814, G. HIGGINS.

YORK LUNATIC ASYLUM.

From the York Herald of April 2.

sin,
A rresmattempt having been made by Mr. Higgins, to raise
p{l]_]'llldl clamour on “ll_‘ I‘--IIIZI l(t_. ol ”H" l.J!llt itic “L"ﬁ\lll]]! dlld
to excite the indignation of ‘the County against the pursuns

concerned in its management, it seems to be requisite that

some notice should be t.:l-wu of his letter.

I am myself led to reply to it, partly because there is a pree
vailing opinion that 1 am uwpnu-uhh. for every thing apper-
taining to the Asylum, and partly from being n]]pluml 'Ej-
collateral ¢ ircumstances, that Mr. Higgins’s present attack is
personally and Im.ul_uuluh levelled at me.

There are four sleeping-rooms or cells for females at the
Asylam, separate from the main building.—They are of a very
sutlicient size, entirely Jined with mmd, and furnished with
ventilators, :-;lr:lw beds, blankets, &e¢. Such apartments form
an indispe nsable appe mi.w'v to every large building for the re-
ception of Lanatics, and are llUHl”llt i im the use nl those un-
{ortunate persons H]'.Lu eannot, with propriety, be permitted to
sieep in the galleries with the other patients, on account of
thetr exeessive uncleanliness or vielenee.

I'rom the situation and habits of the four poor women by
whom they are un-.li.lll} occupied, they are, every morning, at
the time of cleaning them out, in an tx'wmf:h offensive conr

X
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I have no doubt that they were so when scen by My,
Higegins, thougi not o the extent described in his letier: and
I s convinced they will continue to be mum. in the s -mw 6P
tuation, with very little m.lnmn ment, under every precaution,
and contrivance, which it is pessible to adopt. 1 am fully
persuaded that the idea of concealing these .--:5.]_5 irom the
knowledee of the Governors, never entered into the thoughts
of any individual belonging to the Asylum. No one could
have any molive or interest in doing so; and it can be proved,
if u.{luuul, that. they had been 1:1{n:u.-.». seen by different
Governors.

With respect to the chain and hand-en{ls, they have beey
a Committee of Governors. The

dition.

}mmu larly examined by :
locks of mv'a mnd- :n{:* being entirely filled up, and the hinges
obliterated by rust, it Is evi ut, on the most casual inspection,
naot '.}Ilh that ln-"., are e ajlﬁlm- of “be i'l:'!” used af present, bust
that Ilnw cannot have been employed, as lar as can be judged

from their appearance, for a long series of years. It is quite

impossible that this circumstance can have t.-.""-‘.[lt‘l:l the notice
of Mr. Higeins, and yet he has deliberate i‘..' attempted to dis-
seminate a belief. that this chain and these hand- cuffs ave still
in use at the Asylum; or, in othrer words, he has laboured {o
mislead and inflame the public mind, to the deep prejudice of
i]]ili\'i&lllc Is, by an insinuation, 1.'1531".|1 at the time he was brine-

ne it forward, he knew to be wholl ly unfounded

"l,". ith reference to the notien of my r:-:-&}.snlhih:“T}'. T here
judge it expedient to inform the public, howeyer superfluons
such a statement may to many 1::-1'-ni'-; "li'l““'”‘ that it the site
upon which the ‘pn.m'a is built is a damp and mmproper one
if the plan upon which it is coenstructed is injudicious and 1m-
perfect—if half of the accommedations have been destroyed by
fire, and il tlie remaining apartments arve insuflicient for the
comfort and the security ol the patients—ii tl
ioo tew 1o do the business of thie hicuse, 1.31' 'i they at any time

II'I % . I|
iy de=

lie servants are

neglect to perform ii—and, l"-l‘. if » 1S any

fective in the general constitution an :{ l ws of Ln“#Ert*til:ﬂl“H:
I do not consider m 1.-: Il as responsib lor ny of these cir-
cumstanees, or for the evils which may n wu 1ln be expected

10 result isuln them.

I am, Sir, &e.

13

CHARLES B

e

----—u.—_“..":}ﬂ-ﬁg

@)

A3 s

From the York Herald of April 2,

AN I”l:u“{l” has been taken v My, Cowlin o, Coroner i'[ i

this City, on view of the body cf Joln ! .111.x_~.--‘-; otherw.se

EST.

l'n 'chI'J'"

Jobth b

b“ |i‘|[1
|g'.l|||[I IF

|_|.|-r||‘
Ll.lm it.

THE
at toe I
al Kiles

Yor

The fi

]'|l|

J.

LN




T

a1
hix Wy
'
i i
.|||
L
Ty .
° S
|:....
|
No o
A
.."|I
g
beg L ©
&
-1 i
e :
| B
L
I &
[ |
w
i sy
k |
!
e 1
oL
Q
i
%)
|
|
5
ri
. be OF
L
o I.i];1
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*happey, a lunatic, who died in the Asylum, on Tuesday
merning last.  The Jury returned their vldut that the said
John H rdwell, alias C ‘happey, died of bruises given to him,
by all, or some, or one of three ather L:r.mhn who were
O ,Hmf il nff pt tne the same rocm, or r:],r.'fui’m:nf with him,
th.mlg the ni s_a_'ut of Thursday the 21th ult. but, by which ul
them it did not appear to the Jury.

e QY (T TR A S

YORK LUNATIC ASYLUM.

THE next Quarterly Court of GOVERNORS will e held
at the AsY LUM, on Thursday the 14th Day of April jinstant,
at Kleven o' Cloek in the Forenoon.

JUIIN BROOK, Treasurer.

York, Aprit 4, 1314.

The following Donations have been received by the Trea-

surer since the last Quarterly Cowrt, viz :—

I R

Wi Nicoll, Bsq. ... (T G 20 0.0

| B R LRRET T | gl o1 oy i SRR s MBS 3 20 0 O

Rev. (. “‘H* h:*lu‘u# ................................... 20 0 .0

T LT T (SRR R T B 20 0 0O

My 13 Tuke ..o e T A M 0 0 0

Y. Jokn {1]'{;ri!+} e R i 20 O 0

Mo Jamathan GEay:. i apbiasusiing 20 0 0

ey .- Dxrabam <. i it Fb AL 20 0 O

Wi Gimber; Ksq. ........icpimimv: Sl TG PRSI /| ¥k | EOE | |

J AR awdon, Keg. i ) AT T T 20 0 0

Hov. ¥ Richardson, cusat. ataldnn iy 20 0 O

air: SR chardsol: 44 i Loyt Biab e 20 0 0

ARG e SRIE s s et A L B0 -0

Mr. . Phicstioun ... . odiib g5 000 R4, 20 0 ©
Ill'l'nl’l'ti:'u., E-.‘-'l.lll. ............................................ ‘-\” “ L)

Thompson, dsq., ........ . 0 0 0
Mr. Y. Homby ... o0 TR R 2 0 0
Mr. Vv, T L T T R My O 0
V. Wilsop, B T A e e 20 0 0

{ UEE e ot o s i e 200 D
iF Biitng Mad et oid s S0g Sl 20 0.0
‘u',':!z,i.*';".:}. _E,:u:l ...... i e o S e e S T 2} 0 0
T B e e o o son s e i 3 00
itev. VWi, Smith

T i el ol Al 20000 0
I U e e At e iy 20 0 9
L. Pinecinhe, f“.;_ilg. et b b b s e L] b |
b BTG TE Lt S (T e S st O ot bt | e
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“Th
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“ the inud w.l tion of the ¢ TN

‘ ’
\_J.J.I-Ill-l.J.kl- !n”- TL:li.I.".I-'.”. “L 3

£: 8 d
M. J. Magon ..coctommisinsmsemsidon o, :}3[ 0 0
Mre. 8. Fuke oo 20 0 0
Mr. T. Procter ... .20 0 0
Godfrey Higgins, Esq. oo 20 0 0
W Marshall, Esq. . pessnsstinens 20000
J. Cooke, Esy. ot C mnpw Hmm[ ik for ddis 20, 0 0
Mr. J. :'1-1‘1“!1.:” civsepakaad a0 w0 B
M. J. Catton .ooeeeeeeeennmmmbosssmemmanag. 20 0 0
Mr. J. Wormald ... x ‘_EL'! 0 0
Rev. R. 5. Thompsoen .‘lﬂ O O
R. J. Thompson, Esq. .ccooiimmmmn 20 0 0
Mr. B. Clarkson ......coeeennivnes P T 1. .0
Mr. B. Clarkson, jun. .......ceieessersnsssinessmnse. 21 0 0
Mp M. Clarkson ....ccoecuissssninsise Ll ol g2 21 O 0O
Mr. T. Marshall ...... ey e A MO 20 0 O
J. L. Raper, Ksq. ..o 20 0 0
Sir Wm. Ingilby, Bart. ......occoopiinmanmmsosinn 20 0 0
John Swann, Esq. oo 20 0 0
et D B Reed e Cnannais e 26 5 0O

¢ following Donations and Legacies have

by the Treasurer since -!fu-s'!' Liest -

A Donation from Mr. Wm. Stead, jun. ...

Rev. James Dallin
Dan. Gaskell, Esq.
Benj. Gaskell, Esq.

! shin Hilhih‘i Iis¢

Aldam ' ],-»:il
.\!1. Joh n. Mason, jun.
Mr. Cesar Pe; acock

......................................

......................... Foasmmeanmans

M Stapylton, e ..o i iti ORITLY

........................................
.........................................
.................................

......................................

A Lf'u,lu y hfil teathed h-w. the Will of the )

lute Johin Dodsworth., isg. to the Mund

called Lupton’s Fund.

heen received

-1 BT
24t 0
20 0 0
20 0 0
20 0 0O
20 0 0
20 0 0
20 0 ©O
20 .0 O

160 0 ©

From the York Herald of A ‘_m*t'f 9,
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Dr. Best says, speaking of the cells for females: « They are
L of a very sufficient size, entirely lined with wood, and fur-
 nished with ventila tors, stravwe beds, blankets, §c¢.”

Lavger rooms, better ventilation, or a more frequent (‘h".ltla-iii':‘_-’;
of these cells, might have prevented the effluvia which per-
vaded them, when they were visited by the Governors several
hours atfer the filthy straw had been removed. The expression
““ straw beds,” is searcely applicable to loose straw covering
the floor as in a stable.

The Doctor proceeds:— I am fully persuaded that the
idea of concealing these cells from the knowledge of the
“ Governors, never entered into the thouyhts of any individual
“ belonging to the Asylum.”

Lf the idea of concealment had not “ entered into the thoughts
of any indiyvidual belonging to the Asylum,” yet it is certain
that when the Committee of Rules and Management were
conducted by the Physician, Apothecary, and Iheepers, through
the building, (some of them baving particularly requested to
see the cells,) they quitted the Asylum under a full persuasion
that every part of tlie building had been submitted to their in-
spection,

e

“ With respect to the chain and handeuffs, th ey have been
particularly ecamined by a Comgnitice of Governors,”’

This statement is caleulated to induce a belief, that there has
been a regular investigation by some Committee, within whose
province the cognizance of the facts properly came. 'I'here
are only two Committees now in existence: the one is, the
Committee of Inquiry into Rules and Management, who might
have been convened upon this occasion, but were not so. T'he
other is the Fire Committee, whose province was to provide a
remedy against the inconveniences which that emergency had
occasioned. This is the Committee alluded to as having par-
ticularly examined the chain and handeunils. Individually, as
LGiovernors, they were competent to lvestigate the circumstance ;
but as the Fire Commitice, they had no authority. :

As to chain and handecuffs, if they still continne in use, it is
in contradiction to the statement of all the individuals belonging
to the Asylum. 1t seems fair to believe, that they were in-
tended by Dr. Best to be discontinued ; and that the chain
and handcufis which were unknown to the Doctor, until dis-
covered by Mr. Higgins, and which prove to have been re-
placed in the floor within the last six months, may have ever
since been hidden from yiew by the neglected mass of filth and
ordure, described in Mre. Higgins's letier,

Admitting, however, the use of ¢linins to have been hona fide
relinquished, or at least directed by the Physician to be so, it
was highly necessary to have adopted some other mode ok
¢octeion, sutlicient to prevent the vielent patients from injuring,

¥
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cither themselves or each other. Yet on the occasion of the
fire, it was in evidence that not one of -the 180 1‘ atients, was
confined by straps, a strait waistcoat, or any oti personal
restraint ; and a pauper patient lately received morta 1 wounds
on the dn-.. after his admission, from two unrestrained furious
patients #

Pr. Best’s lotter concludes with stating various instances in
which * he does not consider himself as responsible.”

1. “ If half of the accommodations have been destroyed
by fire!

It would certainly be unjust to blame any individual con-
nected with the A »ﬁ.l.nn as answerable for the fire. Y et still
it was an unfortunate coincidence in'its results, that the Phy-
sician was above 80 miles distant, in hlivmi.%ltu- on a patient;
that the Apothecary and House *quwr were gone mll to keep
Christmas ; that two of the four male servants were also making
merry with their frie nﬂh; and that a third, who was troubled
with an asthmatic complaint, could not bear the smoke which
{illed the building. Thus it bappened, that though the only
remaining male servant exerted |:1!|’!“-i 1t to 1";1* utmest in
rescuing the patients, four of them were unavoidab ]1. hurnt to
.I.l.l':'uh . or, as the Steward’s book records it, lm". -‘:rfr.n" T

“ If the veinaining apartments are insufficient for the
fmnfrn! and security of the patients.”

The Governors declined the offers of accommodation from
the Nottingham Asylum, and the Quakers’ Retreat, on the
statement of Dr. Best, that the patients could be r-l!l:xit'i.n'lll]:r'
accommodated in the remaining buildings.

3. If the servants are too ﬁw to do the business of the
= .
house.

The Physician is the proper persori to represent this to the
J | i |
Governors. 1f he have done s0, and the representation have
leen I‘-c‘ﬂ‘h‘{'l{‘d: the conseguences are not {'-I'.J:i".’_l'l:'.l‘:L-.' ou him.
At present, however, the number of servants continues the
same 25 when the .'-U-] um contaimed 200 L i nts. <|,11.; belore
* half of the accommodadion had been destrove wl | by fire.’

4
i

L
-fn lf they (the servants) af any line neglect to per-
form it.’

The Physician may w]wn.n d or discharge them, or report
their conduct to the I‘...mg“[ Irs [11_,”;-'-,.1, |Lll.:..]]‘u1|1"lll1"f
Lot to c“"‘]'i”'"l"' stiil l 55 10 =l|:l|.|.||||." o Eioss 1 “_llll.itll clean-

A sk
i e T 1] ' 1]
e was admetted on the 284, and as=nulted on the 24th ult. and he died of his
wounds an tae Yh. Yz bady was rewmived frem the Asylum, and would hve liern
Puried witho |. -:II -I.l' west, but for the ilervention of the lev, J. [':i”;'_-,'-_"}.'lllll M.

i.‘._ll.':lli: two af the OGovernors,
| T thie tame hoak, 7 fleghda™
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9 T.. iinwxh- and of attention to the persons™ of patients, which lately
1:[ ared * in full proot.”
5. « If there is any thing rfr*ﬁ*er,E in the general consti-
tuf,.m and laws of the Iustitution.”
In most charitable Institutions, the medieal attendants are
. : not responsible for the constitution :mai_l;ufra. H_i',! in the ‘11:.3.-".1'
J™ I_J::_u;ni:.- Asylum, where allowed ;‘.'i':':L‘il[_':"llll:-'.H _:_-;1:. E_l”..rhw.j :_};_
Uiy sician extraordinary powers, and wiere his suggestions and
. recommendations appear to have been uniformly .;mmu-:l by
" indiy ¢ the Governors, it ]uILMH that the Ilﬂlhi'l‘-lll-ul[,k for defects in
the fin '| the constitution and laws must, in a considerable degree, attach
M fhat s to the Physician, _
: The Governors, from the commencement of the Institution,
J00e g seem 1o have placed a full counfidence in their Physician, and
b e sl have been ready to mould their constitution and laws agreeably
T to his suggestions.
e Should it be objected, that a responsibility has been impnﬂwd
1 thoegh 4 on the Physician, beyond what is exacted from the Physicians
of other charitable Institutions, it may be answered, that his
IL emoluments have been in J:-|'u[m|'1't|u|;: ;lm{ that the admission
il of opulent lunatics, which was iniended solely to provide a
. fund for the relief of the poor, has answ ¢red no other purpuses,
meufioe fo during the administration of the late, and that of the present
Lh_w.h,{hmj than their own private emelument, and the cheap
—r maintenance of their private patients.
i Retreat o It appears “ superfluous” particularly to allude to the un-
W be sl favourable insinuations -'.‘.;;“.I]I‘-.-T. Mr. ll:" ains, which are scat-
tered through the letter. 'The lmhlu' are convinced, that if
b i thl'_ﬂ* be any prospect of a lL"lh_HLli* on of the defects and abuses
: which are now admitied to exist, they are chiefly indebted for
it to the independent exertions, and the firmness of Mr Hig-
pesent Ut | giis.  Candid allowances will be made not only for some
— warmth ol indignation, which may have been excited in the
et detector of abuse 5, but tor some feolii 1ies of irritation operating
in the minds of those who have hull supporters of the old
L system.
" . A GOVERNOR OF THE ASYLUM.
gt 2P —=m ¢ E L d e
iy YORK LUNATIC ASYLUNM.
.._:-;11i':'.' AT a QUARTERLY COURT of GOVERNORS of the
> YORK LUNATIC ASYLUM, Leld the Fourteenth day
i of April, 1814,
41 ":':;. IESOLVED,
.:-"'II;I-.'.F:# Lhat it appears to this Court, that when the Committee of
4 Rules and Management were condected through the Asylum

BT A i 4
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on the 28th of January last, tl\:: Jj'qua‘ IUEH‘:-] for F'v_l:n;uln Patients,
tecently discovered by Mr, Higgins in a state ol extreme dirg
and neglect, were not shown to them.

That the Chain found in one of the four l?vl]h: above re-
ferred to, was in that state of rust and {lr_-c-.:"n_j-'? that it could no
have been used for a considerable length of time.

That it is the opinion of this Court, that Mr. Higgins is en.
titled to the Thanks of the Governors, for his upright, per-
severing, and successful a-.m-rliup:-s inrhri.rngiug,: to hight tha
abuses which have prevailed in this Insitution.

e Y

To the GOVERNORS of the
YORK LUNATIC ASYLUM,

My Lorps aAND GENTLEMEN,

AS the abuses which are now not denied to have existed in
the York Lunatic Asyluom, will probably be laid before Par-
liament in the ensuing Session, it is unnecessary to say much
about them.

Let me however briefly remind you, that it appears from the
reports of your Committee, that large sums of money arising
from the Admission of opulent Patients have noet been applied,
according to the original intention, to the relief of the poorer
elasses ; and that the Lunatic Poor, whe have been confided
to the care of your officers and servants by the Magistrates,
have been neglected and abused. It does not however appear
‘that any of the persons, who have thus abused your contidence,
or betrayed their trust, have yet been dismissed from their si-
tuations, or even censured for their misconduct.

Under these circumstances, 1 hope you will not fail to attend
at the General Meeting, which is fixed for Friday in the en-
suing Race-Week, at Kleven o’Clock in the Forenoon,

I think it now both my right and my duty to eall upon you,

1o do justice to the Institution and the Public, and I teel con-
fident, 1 shall not call in vain, '

In the name of all those persons, whose violent deaths are
&0 r-;h.ltr{_! in your books, as to disguise the facts from you, I
call tor justice ¥,

In the name of one hundred and_forfy-four+ patients, whose

deaths have been concealed {rom lluztl;uhiiu and {rom vou, 1
call for justice. -

% The number of casnalties in thi

e o 5 hotse cannot he known, beeanse, when a min's
AINE fre doshed oud

. heis entered in ihe I_:'n:-l;ll-'.nc. died > and when o p.‘!l-H_'ltl lins di,b._

2ppeared, and can never afterwards be heard of, e iz entered , removed.,

+ Sce the printed Report of the Committer, page 13,
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THE YORK LUNATIC ASYLUM. 13

1 call upon you to clear the house of every individual, who
has negleeted his thll'. or abused his authority.

I call upon you to cleanse the Augean Stable from top to

lru.num.

I have the honour to be,
My Lords and Gentlemen,
Y our most ohedient humble Servant,
GODFREY HIGGINS,
Skellow-Gyange, Aug. 3811

= |
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YORK LUNATIC ASYLUM.

From the York Chronicle of Aug. 25.
IR W T D e e

FROM the nature of the letter ]mhlhi*ed by Mr. Higgin
in the York Herald of Saturday last, it is not te be {'muhhat
that decided steps will be taken by 1I1c~ Governors of the Asy-
lum, at the approaching Meeting on i"riday.

Should the facts to which the Governors are referred, be
found to warrant the contents of that letter, justice demands
that the '-i'LI.',;':_-;Hii[}w-i therein contained, should be acted upon
without hesitatjon, in regard o cvery Ofticer and Servant of the
House.—=hould it appear that the charges are not, warranted
by the facts to which relerence is made, it follows as a matter
of course, that suitable notice wili be taken of conduet, on the
part of the aceuser, which it would, in that case, be impossible
to designate by appropriaie expressions.

In either event, whether the guilt be aflixed on the accused
or on the accusing party, justice will not be complete, in cir-
cumstances of such e normity, unless some ulierior measures be
resorted to by the public at Luﬂ‘u, or by the Magistrates of the
County.

I am, Sir, &e.
August 23, 1814, Y. &
<L B T e

From the York Courant of Aug. 29.

AT an Axwvar Covrr of GOVERNORS of the YOR
i UNATIC ASYLUM, held at the Guirpnavy, in the Ciry
m Yorgk, the 26th Day ni August, and by ‘..flﬂ\lllllll&].lt the

=7th Day of August, 1814.

His Grace the ARCHBISHOP of YORK in the Chair.

The Report made by the Committee, of such Rures and
Rl::tia; joNs as appear to them E“h]}t‘dli‘lll for the future Maf
Hd‘btumut of this kustitution, having been laid before this Courtg




i WOLLECTION OF PATPERS RESPECTING

REsoLVED, *

That the Rules and H:*:’::!li'-iﬁLn:H nf the e-;f:idl I]{-.rq\.nr'r he
adopted for the Government ol this IJ_nelm:liull} subject to such_
alterations as this Court shall determine on.

That the Rules and Regulations, as now altered and adopted
by this Court, be printed and distributed.

That no criminality attaches to Dr. Best, for misapplication
of the Funds of this Institution.

That until a Committee for General Purposes shall be ap-
pointed, the present lfmmniiiw_ of Rules 'rit_ul ”f’!ﬂi:!_{“l'.!{-ui
shall exercise the powers vested in the Committee for General
Purposes by the new Rules and Regulations.

That the Offices of Steward, Apothecary, and Matron or
Housekeeper, be declared Vacant on the Seventh Day of Oc-
tober next, and that the vacancies be then filled up.

That the Cordial Thanks of this Court be given to the Com-
mittee of Rules and Management, for their laborious Inves-
tication of the Affairs of the York Lunatic Asylum, which has
led to a great Relormation in the Management of that In-
stitution.

~—=2¢CEII AV

Erom the York Herald of Sep. 3.

WE congratulate our readers on the general results of the
Jate meeting of the Governors of the York Lunatic Asylum.
We hear that it was very numerously and most respectably at-
tended, and that Earl Fitzwilliam and Viscount Milton ex-
pressed, in strong terms, their astonishment and regret at the
abuses which have existed in the management of the patients,
as well as of the pecuniary affairs of the Asylum.

3 The H:;i:]kfs. of the Community at large, as well as of the
Governors ol this Chliarity, are due to the Committee,
s0 laboriously investigated into its state, and who, we under-
stand, have produced a wew code of laws for its future manaoe-
ment, calculated, as far as laws can be, to prevent the recur-
rence ol those disgraceful and frighttul evils, which it has re-
quired so much courage and persevers:
remove.——We trust, that :n {future
Lunatie Asylin will make it e
to our county.

whio have

mee to expose and
» e management ol the York
llll:l]]}' nonourable and beneficial

——
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“ I_ T must be matter !ﬂ great and general consolation to the
Lublic, but more particularly to the fricnds of the unlortunate
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Lunatics confined in the Asylum at York, to hear, that after a
most serutinizing and minute investication into the direction,
management, and treatment of the Patients in that Institution,
onlv freo instances of neglect or ill-treatment have been proved
against the Servants and keepers of the fistablishiment,

Report of a General Quarterly Court, held Aug. 7th, 1814 .

“ That in the case of Marraa Kinp, a gross negleet of
¢ cleanliness and of attention to the person is in full proof.”

« 'That in the case of the Rev. Mr Scnoney, there has heén
¢ considerable personal neglect, and that both towards himself
- and Mrs. Scuorey, some of the Weepers have conducted
themselves in a very reprehensible manner.”’
¢ That in the cases of Groree AruspeL and others, no
¢ gufficient ground of censure has been established.”

=,

=

From the York Herald of Sep. 17.

SIR, —_

AN article having appeared in two of the York Newspapers,
relative to the late investigations at the Asylum, ingeniously
caleulated to mislead the judgment of the public, 1 request }'{J!:L
to give a place to the following remarks :—

1. The ¢ serutinizing and minute investigation” was far from
being counfined to the conduct of “ Servants,” and “ Keepers.”

2. The cases, in which no sufficient ground of censure was
establistied, were few in number.

3. Qeveral Members of the Committee, and other Governors,
had more cases in store, had they been solicitous to substantiate
the charge of misconduct, farther than was requisite to de-
monstrate to the Governors, the absolute necessity of a radical
change of system.

4. I am perfectly convinced, that the respectable majority of
Governors, whose humane hearts and disinterested minds Lave
{elt the results of the late investigation, and who have honounr-
ably concurred in effecting a renovation of counstitution and
manacement in the _"';:-:}.il.u;u1 derive their ** consolation” not
from a review of the past, but from their anticipation of the

future condition of that Lustitution.

5. T would genily hint to the author of the article alluded to,
that he would best show his prudence, and his regard for the
parties more or less atlected by the late investigation, not by
prevoking a public discussion of the past History ol the Asy-
lum, but by permitting the subject to go quictly 10 rest.

P I am, vours, &c.

A MEMBER QF THHE COMMITTEE.
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From the York Herald of Sep. 17.

Mg. Enitor,

I'T must unquestionably, as stated in the Courant of Monday,
aud the Chronicle of rikl'l.1ll‘:~'={l:1}'.., be a source ol great copsg.
lation to the friends of Patients confined in the Y ork Lunatie
Asylum, to find that a seyere investigation has produced byt
two cases of negligence or disorder in the servants and keepers
ol that Institution—and those friends must have heard, with
po slight degree of surprize, that all those servants, whaose
conduct has thus barne the test of inguiry, have been dis-
charged from thewr respective situations—the superior ones
by a nwmerous general meeting, the inferior by the committes
of inguiry ifself,

Perhaps some of your intelligent correspondents may fur-
rish me with answers to the gqueries which follow :—

Was a gentleman of the pame of Wilson ever confined in
the York Asylum ¢

Were two guineas per week paid for his board and medical
attendants?

Of this sum did the House receive 14s. and the Physician 28s.}

Was Mr. Wilson removed from the Asylum by his friends,
on a gradual and alarming change in his bodily health ?

Was such change atiributable to a deficiency of that per-
sonal attention, for which the stipepnd he paid was an ample
eompensation ¢

Was this proved to be the case h:,r his speedy recovery on
I'Ew_ restoration, at his own home, of that care to which he had
before been aceustomed, and which his health required ?

Is there, in the above case, any charge against the Insti-
intion as 1_”_ UUF“.““_'“‘“: or can it be said that such case is
evidence of funds misapplied ?

Were 1!1:1’5:, after the unhappy accident of the fire, 13 female
patients confined in one small chamber not more than 13 feet
Jong or 8 wide 7

Was such chamber ventilated—and was it, or was it not,
eonstantly heated by a fire ? '

¥¥as such confinement continued for three or more months?

tHad any, and which, of the servants and officers of the Asy-
Tum, any 1-.!4{1»\11-1:;'1- or superintendence of such confinement ?

I sl » f % R .
l}un ing such confinement, had, or had not, offers been made
in 1|u~_.-\.-j.|.mu from the Quakers’ Retreat, and also from the
Lanatic Asylum at Nottinglam, of receiving suchy patients #8
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THE YORK LUNATIC ASYLUM. iz

Were., or were not such offers rejected, and under what cir-
cumstances or on what eyound 7

Were the two cases substantiated before the Committee con=
sidered by such C ommittee as accidental or insulated, or were
they deemed evidence of the general state and conduct of the
Lustitution ?

Was it not the opinion of the Committee, when those two

cases were closed, that all further examination was superfluous?

Had not a Member of the Committee many other cases in
his hand, which he deemed it unnecessary, in the existing cir-
eumstances, to produce ?

INVESTIGATOR.

an mm—— - e _-.-—.na

From the York Herald of Sept. 24.

¢ Sullen, methinks. and slow the morning breaks,

¢ ds if the Sun were listless lo appear,

* And dark designs hung heavy on the day.” !
Durpes.

Mr. Epitor,

T

THE public must feel themselves groatly indebted to the
good intentions of those paragraph writers, who, having bees
foiled in their attempts to destroy the t!mmit:! of llw Piiy-
gician to the Asylum; by charges which have been proved to
be groundless, are now .unmmlv desirous of appealing from
the 1..l.h!|l!ll'iﬂ|hl. and the disinterested verdict of the jl{]iljil-hﬂp
of York and the Governors at large, to the more delicate; and
the consequently more liberal investigation of a Ney wspaper

controversy.

After partial statements, which have |I!|"-H1H‘.Il]1-11, conveyed
praise to Lords and humb h- Commoners, by whom such praise
must he [HI[LH:EHIIUI.IHI\, disclaimed, lut' accusation of 1x-
vedticaron in your last Herald, exeites in my mind sensations
widely dillerent from these of .tlunmul

In order to refute his I'!iJ‘IEI.-Ju.jH W charges, allow me in re-
turn Im hiis queries, to JLHIHI:I.‘ it the severe serutiny to which
Dr. Best at the general meeting voluntarily and !ml{!h sl -
m.md did not lead to a perlect conviction on the mind of
every -untnn.uuh observer, that the conduct of that officer
had been peculi; uh correct, and that Lis unsolicited resie ey 1“““

of some of the emoluments which his predecessor en joyed, as

proved at that meeting, hiad been .rm,,r'rj.' disinterestod.

H.a continuance in ofiice, with a recently veted salary of
Fhiree Hundred Guineas, is a prool that the Governors con-
gider !u:. honour to be unblemished.
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The case of Mr. Wilson, t y the display of nhl:h the elo.
quent pen of lnvestigator is so triumph antly dir cted, had

been uhmclj after lengthened discussion, discarded by the
resolution of a lln.nlv 1'- court, when it was re-piodnes tl at the
ceneral meeting with a vell emence and a zeal which com-

manded the .nmu!um ol the auditors, rL'-hL_ '-‘-i*.ﬁ-l:. ;;ni;n.' subsided
on the “”\'lj' te subversion of the accusation ~lor, that this ac-
cusation was subverted is’evidenced by the mmmeduitely suh-
:-:m!u-.'ui resolution, ““ THAT NO CRIMINALITY ATTACHED To Dg,
Best.” _

Now, Sir, is it to be endured by the independent Governorg
of the Asylam, which with its present almost pe rfect code of
rrtr_:*nl:ni{}:‘a:-;, rises in the luxuriant p]u.tsw oi surpassing all
"iill:l-‘!'ll' {‘ﬁl'ﬁ]fi.ﬁ‘]t]!.t'!ltﬁ:_, that the officer to wi hose skill and hu-
p”“,;1r1 after rizorous inguiry, the Governors conlide the lives
of their |E:|I“E nis, shall |j£ perpetually tort ired by Anonymons
assailants, who, umh: the jrretence of JJH’HJI Justice, may per-
haps, endeavour to effect the purposes of private malice.

'That the facts 1‘:1'::1’4'1| against the other ofiicers of the In-
stitution, are };m: {l{:r free :1[3”1 that iﬂﬂlllll-i‘r ol erime which
we were led to expect, must be evident {o every H'!jm judiced
reatler of the resolutions of the quarterly courts ; and however
lenient might have been the exercise of the boasted powers of
certain Members of the Committee, or other public accusers,
those charges which, !.'."uq-n demanded at the general meeting,
they did not think proper to de *11.1~ e, cannot now be honourably
alluded to as proois of crimination.

That the C t:nnm‘n“v declined the offer of the ﬂunlurm‘" Re-
treat, is a fact which excites in my mind no suspicion on the
motives for their refusal, but the honour of the Committee
requires not my delfence.

it may sa ['1'11.' rest under the l:r:}‘h‘{'timl of that able Member

of if, who alter his laborious investigations, now relaxes his
mind by skirmishing in the Herald, and Kindly recommending
a cautious prudence to the friends of the  panTivs wHo MAY
RE MORE OR LESS AFFECTED"’ lJ':,' ) 1m!:15~ discussion.
~As a disinterested Governor, I will not from motives of
timid prudence, restrain the voice of truth in the just defence
of cither a superior or an inferior officer, wmuch less in the de-
fence of that Institution which can never atinin its merited ex-
altation, il the Managers in “'L'm';uk], or its Physician in par-
ticular, are to he Anonyinou "-: assailed with a ;_'l:'.hl.i'.]lt- repc-
tition of insidious clamour.

B or :II'.:" !:Il'ill'ljl'i_]\ib I.-',- i'lE'.;H'“[]L‘;“f" |~_{..-:-!,_.|.. amonge 1:n:;~ various

partivs in York, and to remove thie imosities of gonflicting
]E:::'JIL"'1H-5.:"I'- 'i!::rillll;:-.'-.'l'iil'.! i.‘.ii'-‘-'."-i:*rc,_ i call upon yaii, =ir, '.;:I'E
tie otaer wdltors of Papers, us vou valve vour present cs
ition avicng your fellow-citizens, to rofuse the jnsertion vi
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attacks upon ﬂ.fl Asvlum or its officers, UNLESS THEY
ARE SANCTIONED BY TilE OPEN SIGNATURLE
OF THE WRITER ; and on this condition, if Investigator
in his real person, to which I s an utter stranger, demands
it, I wiil substitute my own name, however unimportant, for
that of

Your humble Servant,
Ir{n'.{'j nﬁ'lu'fJf. 19, 18114, ARISTIDES.

From the York Herald of Oct. 1

r——— s

&3 We f.’r; not think it very decorous for a iwriter, who

himself assumes a fictitious signature, to call upon us to
”,J;‘r“.-r all e SEAYS W f:u n have rm.l" the Hfrf NEMmes rif the writers
afficed.  We are © open to all parlies, and par tial to none,”
but we conceive the ;nrrrhr'w which Jruhu’re jrr'u:rjrm,r:n._r.g"q
would be pr P;i!ffi”m'l to the interests f}f hf]f!fir{", fr: fﬂp.‘p({
qnurrri'f;, and we do not see why an exception should be
made in_favour of the . Asylum. The multitude of our Ad-
vertisements obliges ws to decline the paper of 'I'nemistocLes.

En.

Mr. Epiror,

HAD my wishes prevailed, the affuirs of the Asylum once
settled, had been no more discussed—Dbut there is a restless
spirit abroad wh ich, by assertions, in -~'m ations, and charges,
prec ludes all hope of oblivion, all possibility of repose. When
the past state of the Asylum becomes a subject of congra-
tulation, can I'lma‘r Committees, can those Governors who have
again and again reprobated such state, remain silent? YWhen
“ dark designs are insinuated, and the purest conduet is at-
tribuied to a spirit of intrigue, are uot the calumnies to be
repelled ?

it is most obvious that throughout the long ingniries of the
Asylum Committee, no 1l.-‘,1t--t-uu hostile lu Dr. Best ap-
peared—~his name was scarcely mentioned in that Committee,
his conduct never alluded to, with the exception of a few
questions respecting the ge neral powers of |!i]~1 office, and his
weneral mode of exec Lki:fJ“ those powers. In the various
quarterly meetings the same reserve took place, with one ex-
ception, a reference to his letter to Mr. Hige sins—yet D, Best
was the first officer and sole super mfﬂura"ul! rJ; hn* Asylum,
atl was wander his management and control—he was al onee
Physician, eisiter, master—and this at a period when abuses
were at their leight.

1
)
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Was this cabal, was this intrigué on the part of the Com-
fittee :”“1 the (]H'.'ll"-"'l'lf (:,[";”'[1-;1: or was'it an IH'lf'E*G'IE!I_]l-Il"d and
almost incredible forbearance ! 'IJ am not considering what
would have been the result of an inquiry into the conduct of
Dr. Best, as sole director of the Asylum, I am stating that no
guch inquiry did n l';!r.l, take ]h[:u-_v. l am i‘ulih‘trliimti' that had
f{ur:tiun, had cabal .;.-x-n..-.n_-d? sueh mguiry was HA L] 1|‘..~~'1:'1tl‘.m>nt 100
obvious, too impm'hm!, !'m: n mmr_:m_ni to escape '.lltmmlnn,

At the late general meeting a ,L'.I||1'|L|f:tl" n:-uln-.hu-t was observed :
Mr. Higgins moved that tne oftices of the lnﬁ_ttmnml should
be declared vacant-—he did not precede his motion by a charge
against any —he |}|~u1}~~,;_~mi to eriminate none :_',:r[r:ui.1 evils he
said had existed—it was necesgsary to resort TLIII the Lrovernors
at large, who would declare, by future re-election er rejection,
what officers had, and what had not deserved the confidence of
she Court. Into one specific point, and one only, was inquiry
made by Mr. Higgins, the misapplication of the Asylum funds:
this inquiry was apparently forced on him, and with this all
veference to D, Best's conduct closed ; yet Dr. Best nwas first
officer and sole superintendent of the Asylum—all was under
his management and control—he swas at once physician, vi-
siter, and master—a nd this at a periodschen abuses were at
their height. 1 again demand, was this faction, or wug it
forbearance ?

If the letter of Avistides extorts from me what shall either
pain or offend the Physician to the Asylun, it is Aristides, and
Avistides alone, to whom the pain and offence must he attri-
buted. It is not the malignity of enemies, but the injudicious
efforts of friends, by which that gentleman sullers ; so long as
his friends will indalge themselves in unwarranted attacks,
and mwill assume untenable positions, repulse must follow the
one, discomfiture the other—and to use his own phraseology,
whilst the combat is amongst others, it 1s himseli who becomes
the victim.

From each weekly payment of 13s. Dr. Hunter took 9s.;
for each patient of the highest class, he paid the house 10s.,
reserving all beyond that sum to himselt—if, for example, a
Lady paid three guineas per week, the house received 10s. the
physician 53s.  Dr. Best has added to the house receipts, in
the first case, 1s. per week, in the second, 4s.—and this con-
duct is called by Aristides,  nobly disinterested.” = If what
the physician has paid over fo the house, has been * nobly
disinterested,” what he has retained to himself must be ac-
r:tll.';lTPl:..':r 5-'ut1"|-:_-111:.'~ correctly itis dwe, nay, the larger sums re-
ceived by Dr. Hunter, must have been the right of Dr. Best;
it must be a right we velinquish, before the epithets  nobly
disinterested” can be justly ours. :

_Ln'l:'l us hear what hiave been the Ht]iliiﬂ!l of others on this
point, that of Aristides is alrcady known. Jt was moved at
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THE YORK LUNATIC ASYLUMs 71
the late general court by Mr. Stapylton, not as Aristides would
have moved, that Dr. Best be thanked for the noble disin-
terestedness of his conduct, but in more humble terms, that no
blame attaches to Dr. Best—or to that effect—still referring to
misapplication of funds—this modified praise seemed hi;_r;lllly
unpalatable to many, and an amendment was loudly called for.
Mr. Nicoll then proposed that * no criminality attached to
Dr. Best”—from this proposition, two noble Lords and se-
veral highly respectable gentlemen declared their dissent.
What then, would their conduct have been—what their asto-
nishment—what their indignation—had the bold proposition
of Aristides been advanced !

On Mr. Stapylton’s motion, it was said by the highest cha-
racter in the meeting, that he had been an old Governor, and
might, by implied assent, have been supposed to sanction the
practice : had he been a new Governor, he believed he should
have voted the other way—Very few 1deas of “ noble dis-
interestedness” had been impressed on a mind which could
thus speak. Mr. Nicoll, in making his motion, commented on
the gross impropriety of the distribution between Dr. Best and
the Asylum, but declared, that under the practice so long ac-
quiesced in, such distribution could not be deemed criminal.

To be not criminal in the misappropriation of funds, con-
siderably differs from their being ““ nobly disinterested” in their
relinquishment.  Aristides asserts that Mr. Wilson’s case was
discarded by a quarterly court, and subverted by the general
one. No vote of censure was passed on this case by the Com-
mittee, and it has never since undergone discussion, it has been
cursorily mentioned and no more. Censured or not censured,
I demand an answer to my question— FWas Mr. Wilson's
health giving way for want of due attention ? 1 will also ask,
with all the lights now thrown on the subject, does the Com-
mittee still consider this case as implicative of no misconduet?

Aristides, with great prudence, omits all mention of the 13
female patients, for months confined in what can scarcely be
denominated more than a light closet. |

I here, and I hope for ever, take leave of Aristides—but
though unwilling to wield it, my pen is not worn to a stump,
nor is my last drop of ink exhausted—if he seeks it, we may
meet again—as to his real name, 1 feel neither curiosity nor
care, and shall not, at his bidding, come forward with my own.
Yet, unconscious of wrong, I ask no protection from conceal-
ment—if I have mis-stated facts, I will retract the mis-statement—
if 1 shall hereaiter find that I have unjustly accused, I will
then most willingly, in my own person, apologize for the errors
cr injustice of

INVESTIGATOR,

F




From the York Courant of Oct. 3,

SIR, —

TH i exposure by Mr. Higgins of I'thlﬁl'ﬂ_in the York Ta-
natie 1'_.."'!,"[1“]_. h;wing oceasioned an in{h!x of new {'-ll'l}"r'[_*rl]ﬂr;._t‘
and t:us happily led to an overthrow of the o}ql system, and
the adoption of wholesome regulations for the future manage_
ment of the Asylum. the past might have been suffered to re.
main in oblivion. But some stubborn sapporters ol the ol
system having plausibly insinuated, that only two insulated
cases of abuse could be established ; thus impeaching not only
the conduct of those who have been most active in promoting
the late result, but the proceedings of the Court and Committee
in their removal ot Officers and Servants; the real facts ought
not to be concealed from the public.

Your Correspondent, Investigator, has submitted some.
queries, which 1 shall therefore proceed to answer :—

Mr. Wilson was confined in the Asylum, at a payment of two
guineas per week ; but instead of this sum being received by
the =teward, and carried to the credit of the- Institution, the
Physician received the two guineas per week, and only paid
over to the Steward, the sum of fourteen shillings, in part of
the_two gnineas; putting the remaining one pound eight per
week in his own pocket. This circumstance was wholly un-
known to the Committee at the time when they decided that
there was no ground of censure in Wilson’s case.

This case however is by no means an insulated one; since
it appears by the Report of the Committee, that before the Fire,
there were in the Asylum 16 or 17 affluent Patients, whose ad-
mission was sanctioned by the Rules, solely to provide a fund
for the assistance of the poorer Lunatics ; but this benevolent
intention was frustrated ; only fourteen shillings per week for
each affluent Patient being accounted for by the Physician to
the Steward.

It is also a fact, that one of the Patients entered in the
Steward’s hook as paying fourteen shillings per week, or
thirty-six pounds eigit shillings per annum, was actually pay-
mg to tie Physician three guineas per week, or one hundred
and sixty-three pounds thirteen shillings per annum ; of which

‘sum only thirty-six pounds eight shillings was received by the

hf”“’“‘“’_l: and carried to the eredit of the Institution, in pay-
ment of the Patient’s board, lodging, &e. Each parish pauper
was at the same time charged twenty-three pounds eight
shillings per annum ; half of -which sum would have provided
him better accommodations and attention in & workhouse.

: .“ would 5]:-1-1: hE,- injustice not to state, that notwithstanding
t.:,ﬁ gross misapplication of the funds of the Institution, the
Governors at the late General Meeting were almost unani-
l'|!l;]Li?~J_‘-. ol :31;1111:}1}. that no criminality ““:Ph“” to the Physician
on that account.  'T'he system of abuse had been carried on 10
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even a greater extent for more than twenty years previous to
his appointment. There was reason to be liove that wh en the
deviation from the Rules was first begun, a considerable num-
ber of Governors connived at it, and * commended” the late
Puysician for having ¢ done wisely.” « There was also reason
to helieve, that on his death, a considerable number of Go-
vernors were anxious to prevent a reformation in the system,
and to promote its continuance for the benefit of his successor,

Under all these circumstances, however contrary the practice
was to the Rules, (which only authorize the receipt of “ mo-
derate and reasonable” professional fees from the aflluent) can
it be wondered that the new Physician should be led to con-

sider the rules as ohsolaot te, a and the prachice as havinz received
at least the unplied sanetion of the Governors al fquE .

No express sanction however can be proved to have been
given, nor did these transactions ever come to the knowledge
of the Governors as a body. ‘The public should be aware, for
the honour of the Inst:tution, that many of the (Governors were
in no degree implicated ; and a Ili}blt luarl who has been a
Governor from the original foundation of the Charity, who has

reralarly attended the Annual Meetings and audited the Ac-
{.'”lllll":, and who now exhibits a more intimate 2t laintance
with the state ol the funds and resources, than perliaps any
otiier Governor, came forward at the late Meeting with all the
feelings of an ;m|w-iL and honourable mind, to declare that he
had 1}£-H| tot: ull'.' deceived ; and to express hjh hiltllrlb-ﬁ, and in-
dignation at the discover y.

Too much has been said of the general blame which attached
to the body of the Governors ; there is surely a wide distinetion
between those who may 1hl‘-’£} erred in a rewissness of n-
spection, and too ||upl|nI confidence in their Officers and Ser-
vants ; and titose, if any .there were, who conpived at and
promoted the application of the funds of the Charity to the
private use of an individual.

With respect to the smallness of the number of cases of gT0SS
neglect proved before the Committee, the fact is, that they who
Pl{"u_,l]i‘li the charges, pursued the same course as is hIlHIU-!,IiI.I]-
adopted in Courts of Justice. When one capital charge is
fully j:luH‘il it is not usnal to waste the time oi tire Court by
bringing 10:‘“4\”! gtiters. 11 the servants were tully plmﬂl to
be u‘ulIMI of ¢ F gross negleel” in the case of only one ],mtmnt
and if' those who night bave been expected (o notice the si-
tuution of a poor object covered with filth and vermin ; almost
stripped of raiment; wounded and ball dead,” could * pags
by on the other side, » and satisfy their feelings under an idea
that tilﬂ y llllfnlnlu.ﬂh, were not It"illlllhlllll' it did noet lmmlu,
the nmlnyiw.:tmn of instances to convinee the Governors, that
other pauper lunatics, equally helpless, must have been exposed
to similar neglect,

(13
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Sufficient cases were established to lead to the presen
ehange of system and management ; and to the establishment
of guards mrn:hi the recurrence of similar neglect.  Amonost
these may be reckoned the regular appointment of a Committe e,
and of Visiters: and the abolitionof fees and perquisities, m:lh
to Officers and Servants, frem those higher classes of patients
for whom the poer appear to have been n-glected.  One of
the new Rules adopted at Earl Fitzwiltham™ suggestion, pars
ticularly calls the Physician’s attention to the state of the per-
sons and apartments of the p: atients, in respect to cleanliness
and comfort.

e Sgllen, methinks, and slow l"h- merning breaks,
As if the sun were listiess Lo appear,
And dark designs hung heavy on the day.”

his most apposite motto intreduces the letter of Aristides,
which was first inserted in the Her Hii and having been ,LE;_
swoved of, was honoured ﬁl{; ) .‘rfl';!{h!rd{,uhﬂu rgffi.'..i Seee rh.r_:;a in
the Chronicle.

Aristides. complains of malicious attempts to destroy by
“ unfousrded {']huulh the character of an individual, whose
conduct has been “ peculiarly cerrect,” and  nobly disin-
terested.”

Does Aristides recellect that at the late General Meeting, a
gentleman who bad formerly been an eminent practitioner-in a
]]hti‘ii{'lll"[ I:j'll'lnf_,.l l.li- e dLE_l”[" J” l.ll:‘.1 \I[iil}l][ll:lﬁ th““"l:l hf"’
was the princip ral advocate for the Physician of the Asylum,
yet expressed, in very strong terms, his doubts as to the pro-
j'r*x.‘sirmr-rf re gfrr’rnn-; of that mode of re muneration, which Ari-
stides comsiders © peculiarly correct.”

Avristides has guoted in cr.rjm'fm’x part of a well-known Reso-
lution of the Governors:

“NO CRIMINALITY ATTACHES TO DR.BEST”
but he has suppressed what follows :

“FOR MISAPPLIC ‘-."'H}:“; OF THE FUNDS OF
Ry e R B R
THis INSTITUTION!

H' Aristides is sincere in Lelieving that the Endividual al-
luded to is injured by malicious charges, let him move the two
following Resolutions at the adjourned General Mecting.

1. f freat l!'.l."ll'-!'f Crit ;;r{f!F;f tittaches o M. ff”j._rf”;;. ‘and

:1.”.1- ':]-l' bey ]1" 1S 1“ I |'||I I.]‘- E-l“alf_‘hi 1I.~|E}it.l|1|- to h'.\. .:l’.‘l-.]'.-\!ll
...f "N l|||'I £ i I'| |.II £ J-’f .l,.l_rll'f ||l_|I!J {I;':rij._:'__-.rl".q.r"JlrliH:'.q:.'fﬁ'I ;:f“,.._ f;r.ri_-l?hl'.."i: 1.

() o NPT S b S B i b
% That the Plhiysician commands our admiration and thaukd

S AR 1 1 e - e ; y 1- s e
rl."l. it KOBLY DISINT ERESTED (] Al ** PECULIARLY CORBRECT

J'.li'l.l-. allofn hi e E Uuinds ot s i .".f‘i!'ll"'

AGOVERNOR OF THE ASYLUM
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From the York Chrenvcle of Oct. 6.

Sin, e

Me. Jovaraan Grav, whe is named to me as the Aunthor of

an anonymous Letter in Menday’s Courant, in his allusion to

that of Aristides, which 1 acknowledge, and which I believe he
supposed to be anine, reproaches me with my arguments at the
General Meeting of the Governors of the Asylum—and un-
guardedly insinuates that I am guilty of a disgracetul imncon-
sisteney ol conduct.

With a wish to contribute my « disinterested endeavours to-
wards the prosperity ol that Lpstitution, 1 propesed, with de-
ference to elder Governors, and with marked espect to the
Commitiee, that 2 rixen .“1-.1.1..-”{.&' te the Puysician should be
arranged, in preference to the payment of Three (Guineas per
]w:nL as spoe ested |}‘.' the Committee, and in }H'viiq‘t*i!ra to
Yoluntary Fees, as recommende d by lkiarl Fitzwilliam. As
this plan, when 1 gave notice of it at the preceding Quarterly
Court, had no other advoecate, and as, when 1 delivered my
arguments e support et my Proposition, I had reason to ex-
peect, that there would not be a single yoiee i ws favour, I felf
1a some degree elated, when a large m: jority adopted what 1
humbly eonecive to L{r the strongest Pillar ol the preseut ai-
most perfect constitutior of the Asylum.

But dees Mr. Jonathan Gray suppose, that te prove my

abhiorrence of the late detective Code of Laws, it was requisite,

that 1 should endeavour to consign to an unjust persecution, an
Individual who was guiltless iu the {‘ln'riqnimiﬂ pi that Code,
anu who had p-ml foany attac k, without solicitation, resizned
& LH,H* Partion of those Profits to which I afiirm le ¢ hud a
right” by long establishied usage, and the open acquiescence of
the Benefactors at lavge?

Aristides did not, as Mr. J. Gray erconeously supposes,

assert, that the * mode of remuneration” was peculiarly cor-

rect; but that the conduct of the Jaysician ¢ was fg;afr;;ﬂ'{;n-fy
correct.”

[, Sir, was not “ the principal adeocate” of Dr. Best: MHis
Detence was in the open and candid display of his integrity,
wiich advocated his cause to the hreasts ol nearly a hundrved
{zovernors, who, as Mr. J. Laray fairly ',l,r’i,liuln.jn,u':-_fi-!u;, “ glinost
wnranimonsly” voted in lis favour, and his Princirac P EFENDER

“vas the ArRcHBISIOP OF "I-::uj*i{,, whose diznified i.ﬂ.:.l‘t“ﬂt" of

Feeling would not pe rinit i to give a sileat cote, aind whose
brilliant Ex :I!l]:w in the acknow i wlement of general error,

ougit {o have p nduced a greater tendene y L0 gene ral [:l.fh‘h'[q‘rll.

Anstides is accused by Mr. zray of st ippressing the iast
part of this well known ani [:[mml :mull-,w{i Reso fution
concerniwg “ Crimivaliiy,” but if the Context be reterved to,

3
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as Wilson’s case is immediately antecedent, it will be plaig
that Brevity and Propriety of kixpression required the omission
of the words “ Misapplication of Money.”

I bee now to hint to my friend, Mr. Gray, for T shall he
itm‘r}' if he will not allow me to use that Title, that it is some
deviation from “ Proresstonar RecurLarity,” to attack, with-
out open signature, the conduct of any Individual, or any set
of Governors; and that instead of supporting the Queries of
Investigutor, it would become him to advise that anonymous
Assailant to restrain his Ardour, ov by maniully showing
himself in substance, and not in shadow, afford an “1’[“-“'1“'“‘1_"}'
for my easy refutation ol his Charges, instead of that jossible
legal Discussion which his last Query concerning the Health
ol Mr. Wilson may appear to deserve.

But let us hope that at the Meeting on Friday, Good Hu-
mour and Harmoeny will be the general order of the Day, and
that every Governor will then recollect, that-the Frosperity of
this Charity is inseparably connected with the reputation of its
Justly accredited Pnysician.

I repeat the request of Aristides, that the Editors will not,
as they value their own estimation, admit into the Y ork lJil]'HH';-l
ANONYMOUS ATTACKS on the Asylum or its Officers.

MARTIN STAPYLTON.
Helinsley Lodge, near ¥York, Oct. 5, 1814,

m——tﬁﬁﬁxﬂd;@-—“

From the York Herald of Sep. 17.

T ——————

Bir,

A warm contest respecting the Asylum at York has new
subsisted for 15 montus—it began ﬂ'H‘u.r.i‘ip.lfm:.wh;} by a friend
of the old system, who designated himself ¢ iivigilator”—By
the partizans of that system it was then ‘i'r,';iji'uur-ilr:' continued;
by “ Evigitater” himself, aided by « = Brodum,” “ Obser-
vator,” and “ A Governor of the Asylum.” “ A Friend to
Truth” next appeared, ossly 111ts-ﬁl£urij.g the proportion of
deuaths to admissions*. “ Y. Z” then strongly recommended
;“I‘_I “Ig‘;fitt:-_t to the L'i.:lllnl}, 4% an U]jjg‘-{__'t ._'J,".“H tremendous
justice. A nameless paragraph proced the past perfection of
the Asylum government.—** _"\.L'i,'-i.lll;lq'h,” in succession, blew the
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Blast of war—and last, not least, * Corrector” stepped forth,
in all the fearful dignity of a pamphlet. —kere, Sir, the cam-
paizn closed —the enemy threw away liis arms, declared them
unworthy the warfare of a noble spirit—and ;Jmtustm’n il he
fonght again, which he had much rather let alone, new swords,

backls ers, and hhhht-—phtw, should be sent for from Shetfield—
with the owener’s name neatly engraved on each article.

Lo more serious earnest, Sir, is it to be permitted to a party
who anonymously Lulmne]wwl a contest—who anonymously,
for the most part, carried it on—and who conclude, with as
coarse anonymous personalities, as could well ilow from mouths
genteel, to “call for names! Yet this, that party now docs—
and he who now withholds his name, is a liar, a coward, or an
assassin ! —Denying, at all events, their title to demand a name,
I will assert, that tne privilege of bringing lorward a name teo
the world, or of withhiolding one from |t has been adopted by
all |Jld[‘ilf_“-:., on all subjects and in all lh"&-Lll‘ehlﬂﬂS——lt to witihold
a name were in itself wrong, it is sanc tioned by universal prac-
tice—to complain of it is a mere trick of controvers sy—an at-
tempt on the pity of the puhht' when nppelllh to its justice can
no longer be supported. This II]HI[{“"‘{‘ like all other pri-
vilezes, may be abused—whether it is in this contest abused or
not ; .md if abused, by whom, is the true question.

The first attack of Evigilator appears purely personal—as
far as one of the two characters adverted 10 15 concerned, there
can be no doubt the second Evigilator is a counterpart of the
first. 8. Brodum could only be written with a hope oi giwving
pain, and holding up to ridicule—abuse seems the great object
of * A Governor of the Asylam.”—* Y. Z" has no purpose but
calling down the public vengeance on Mr. Higgms—nor
¢ Aristides” any other, than an assertion that individual ma-
lignity against the Physician to the Asylum, is the true object
of pretended reformers.

In every contest, personality must, in some degree, inter-
vene—where uuulcnmﬂg necessary to elucidate Hm points
discussed, it is unavoidable— where itself the end and aim of
the discussion, it is odious : let the writers on both sides be
reviewed—on the one side, it will appear persons only were
in contemplation—on the other, measures—and so sirictly hag
this rule been adhered to, t]mt when by the reforming purty,
persons were umnmddbh .!.lludvli to—tiey have bw:u intro-
duced with ‘cautious reser mtioned in terms of strict de-
corum, and speedily lilblulh'ﬁLii for topics less offensive—yet,
as a l1.-.t expiving eitort of attack, and when all other means of
defence had faled, this very party, wiose forbearance had been
exemplary, are d{*ummlmtul libellers —and actions and in-
formations are talked of: are not gentlemen aware that the
defendants’ box, in a court of justice, is very spacious—that it
has room for all—and that themselves have been at sufficient

Paius in bespeaking places? 1 will g

B
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: ; ok
them. I have but to name the letter signed “¢ 5. Brodum” iy ".1_3 o
in-.;m‘.' of this—that letter is ilm*lml_um&(l i.‘n no impnrt.:nln publie f“i:ﬂmgu
discussion—in support of no facts useful to Ir‘v established—it il 4
is a wanton attack against an eminent medical practitioner, Il“h[f:"
and its aim is to hold him out to the world, as a nostrum bjj.-iu‘l'lrﬁw
monger and a quack—a colleague of the Brodums, the Dalflys b rur:
and the Velnos of the day. 1 will thep ask _lem* gt:]lllt‘”]ﬂil Eh:j'll'iﬂ“]bl‘
themselves, how we are ta designate that writing which is an L
anonymous attempt to wound the private feelings, and to injure gerinls 4
the public character. i fyeno?
And now, Mr. Editor, I hasten to a close—I trust no more e .iu”-*-ll.
to resume my pen—successive attack has called for suceessive fhout L0
defence—we were first informed that the past state of the Asy- Sart.
lum was a subject of congratulation—a few queries showed the The Co
extent of past blessings. ‘The world was next assured, that A, Sare
malignity to the Physician was the hasis of our efforts—unex- Fﬂl[ri‘ﬂ w,
ampled forbearance towards that Physician was the answer ihen fold
given and proved. That we were anonymous libellers, was Commiltes

the next charge—that we wrote anonymously in common with
our adversaries, and after their example set—that if there is
libel, amongst them it is to be found—this letter will suffi-
ciently eyince.

stating the:

Institution,

deliver up

flie Tnstity
After having driven the enemy from the field, we now rest

on our arms—prepared for attack, but not courting it. In this

resolve, the recent clamour has no part—our object is attained

—and angry discussion has been our necessity, will never be

our choice, Willing as we are to be at peace—that fine flow

of epithet which seems to spurt indigenously from the seil, will e

have no effect in preventing the discharge of duty, should fresh Yol of dyg

occasions arise, If galled on, * Civis,” and © :-iu-t-l;amr,” andl

“ Monitor,” and ¢ Investizgator,” will still write when they

.Tllltu:', and as lila‘.j’ hke, will sti” Il‘.l.hllla-]l.' and [:]wnl'_-.' Hl:i-;ll-i-—:lﬁ !

the iriends of reform have heretofore publicly and openly

spoken and written. By the temper of their writings, they have

shown they feel no malice—and by the fenor of their speeches,

they have evinced they have no fear.

The qu
make a for
reported (
Comnirre

The Proces

Thus far they have never been personal—but a change of Big
system may be called for—the peace of the Asylum must he \ |
Ill;s'ﬁi.'.;--,..[-.d—li!\-j commitige-room is not for successive generations m‘; ' the
1o exiubit the manners of a bear garden—and should they still : : .h,l."f“[ i
be found to speak in 1.';1i:J.I_., llu_*}' may find themselves E:ml'li]v]h!d | !U"”f'rt"'~“u|
at length to act. I"“‘-‘-'er :
p_— e I . ;‘Ir"rll:[ .\ B
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From the York Herald of Sep. 8. et
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Sir, o
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the York Lunatic Asylum; although the press has heen the
engine of whatever reformation may have been accomplisheg
in that Institution.

As the absent Governors, and that part of the public whicn
has interested itselfin the state of the Institution, may wish to
have a correct account of the events of the present weel, [
shall trouble vou with a simple statement of facts.—On Monday
evening, the Committee of the Asylum, being in want of the
Steward’s quarterly books of account with the patients, sent
Mr. Pyemont, the new Steward, to wait upon Mr. Surr (the
late Steward) for the books; Mr. Pyemont returned twice
without them, and with an unsatisfactory answer from Mr.
Surr.

The Commiitee, on their return from the Asylum, called on
Mr. Sarr for the books ; but he peremptorily refused to deliver
them up, or to give any account of them. 'The Committee
then told him he would be compelled to deliver them up. 'The
Committeesreported Mr. Sure’s conduct to the quarterly court,
stating their opinion, that these books wera.the property of the
Institution, and submitting that Mr. Surr should be requived to
deliver up these and all other hooks, papers, and accounis of
the Institution, which were, or ought to be, in his possession.

The quarterly court deputed Mr. Brook, the treasurer, to
make a formal demand of the books. Mr. Brook returned, and
reporied to the Court My Surr’s answer, viz.: that AFTER THE
CommiTTEE LEFT HIM ON MONDAY NIGHT, HE BURNT THE BOOKS.
The proceeding adopted by the Court on the pceasion, was'a
yote of disapprobation of #r. Surr's conduct. :

A GOVERNOR OF THE ASYLUM,

From the York Herald of Dec. 17,

Bir,

AT the Asylum Meeting last Wednesday, a Governor
brought forward a motion for puttime down all anonymous
publications.  T'his (it was most happily remarked,) was Don
Quivote fighting with the wind-mills. It was somewhat ex-
traordinary, that the mover himself admitted he had lately
made an effort himself in the anonymous line; but he con-
fidently alluded to an honourable friend, whose hands were vet
unstained.  That gentleman, however, confessed he was the
author of Y. Z. Both had wholly retired from the practice.

It is true, when an anonymous writer has arrived at Y. Z.,
he appears to have exhausted the alphabet, but still he may
iry back for iresh game. WWhen a worthy Baronet’s hares
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have run through the alphabet of plumpers, and have arrived
it Mr. ¥. Z., tally o/—you’ll find the mext hare at 4. 4.

The mover of the resolution against the freedom of the press,
discovered a fearful apprehension lest the burning of the beoks
should find its way into the papers. But really this is tog
grand a winding-up of the drama, to be kept out of sight. Had
the argumentative Correclor been present, he would have al
lowed this to be no indelicate diselosure, since it provesto ma-
thematical demonstration, that this very cenflagration has sealed
the fate of Mr. Higgins.

We may imagine he would have spoken i'!mﬁ :._“ Those,
“ my Lord, are the blessed effects of ¢ His Worship,” Mister
“ Higgins’s reformation. The reformation hv.r_-l';}n i the ides
% of last December with burning the patients; it has terminated
% in the ides of this December with burning the books. My,
“ Higgins, my Lord, began the reformation,—££rgo—Mr.
“ Higgins burnt both books and patients. And therefore, my
$ Lord, on the authority of the ¢ ancient history’ of Job, and
¢ the last edition of ¢ Blackstone,” the inclination of my mind
“ eertainly would be, to commit him for trial at the next North-
¢ allerton Sessions as an incendiary ; and let him depend upon
A jt, the Bench will show him no merey.”

Axorper Y. Z,

e ¢ CEEI VI

From the ¥York Herald of Dec. 24.

SIR,

1 Last week acquainted you with the demand made by the
Governors of the ¥ & Lunatic Asylum upon their late Steward,
for the Quarterly Books of Account. His answer was, that he
had burat all the bvoks, except one Quarterly account ending
Dec. 1814, which he delivered to the Treasurer. The pro-
ceeding adopted by the Quarterly Court, relative to Mr. Surr,
was a vote of disapprobation.

1 '['heli'u]l{mim_.}; circumstance occurred, at a Meeting of the
Committee last Monday. In consequence ol some further in-
1}}111'}', Mr. Surr i'l’U!lllUl"il it sef I{j‘ hﬁru'fﬂ'fy bf}f}ﬁ'#j“f' the last
swrteen years. ‘Lhe books produced have been occasionally
mspected by the Governors : they appear to contain an ac-
count of the weekiy payments made to the Nteward fur the
patients ; 1}ult istead oi the sums veally received, smaller sums
u:‘e In many instances inseried, the difierence being paid to the
]_ hysician. The other set of Quarterly books, which still con-
tinues to be burnt, is that in which the Steward entered his
actual receipts ;—and it is by a comparison of the two sets of

books that the diticrence would appear,
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There seems reason to believe, that if the burning story had
fot been implicitly eredited, and if prompt measures nad
immediately taken by the Court of Governors, all thé books
would have been recovered.

A GOVERNOR OF THE AS YLUM,

ad been

o = - e — - - ey

=]

From the York Herald of Dec. 24,

e

T rRECEIVED the following letter on Thursday last from De,

Ei-:.u't"_., sent to intimidate me from that course whicli it is my
duty as the Editor of a Public Paper to pursue, I give it there-
fore to the world, annexing such a comment as I trust will
preclude all future attempis on my fears :

To Mr. Hargrove, ¥York Herald- Office,

ng:l",

I have only this Afternoon seen your Paper of Saturday
last, which contains a Lettey, the tendency of which is ob
viously injurious to me.

It is I preswume unnecessary to apprise you, that as the
Publisher of various libels ayainst ey you are already com-
pletely in my power.

I merely write this to give you notice, that if one syllable
shall appear in an y of your Juture Papers tn allusion to me,
which may admit of an jurions or even dn offensive
construction, my nexct communication with youw werll take
place thro wuyh my Attorney.

Lest you should be misled by this notice, wou are desired
not to consider this lelter as con veying aniy intimation ::;‘" an
wntention on my part, to overlook the past, on condition of
your abstaining jrom injuring me in future.

1 am, e,
Castle- Hill, Wednesday Evening, C. BEST
Dec. 28, 1814,
The abuses of the York Asylum have been long before the
Pablic—they demanded tull, free, and open discussion—they
have obtained it—and their rectifieation has been the resylt
Of this discussion the York Herald Las been an instruicent ;
as of the free and fair discussion oi publie abuses it ever suall
hu----imy-}:ltf this I have not gone—and snort of this, no metiiods
of itimidation shall induce me to stop—I1 have shown no par-
tfzklif}’,
To Dr. Best and his friends equally as to their
this paper has been open—and it oilensive pe

opponents,
rsouslities hyye

|
|
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on either side been indulged, no man can hesitate te say from
Wwhich party they have proceeded. To Dir. Best ]_ 11un':_-_ no
ill will—through this paper as a medjum, he has neitiier heen
libelied nor abused. 'Fhe situation he holds in the Asylum has
frequently and necessarily h:r.mig;'ut t.nln im'}\'m'tl.ﬁ ; hever as an
ohject of designed attack ; 1t at any time, In H‘II;‘I:!'. grating ‘o
his own feelings, it is, because truth was offensive. 1 have
only to add, tuat what I have done, 1 am ready, and 1 have no
J!,JIU-L;LH, able to vindicate.

EDIT.

s From the York Herald of Dec. 31.

Mr. Epitor,

HIAVING asserted in my late “ Vindication of Mr. Higgins,”
¢hat Dr. Best was publicly censured for his letter to that gen-
tleman, I have been charged with wanton and wilful falsehood.
Wholly unmoved by virulence of language, which is disgraceful
to those only who adopt it, 1 yet find the charge demand some
notice— misapprehension exists-—the public is of epinion that
explanation is called for—and I readily yield that to public
opinion, which private violence could never have -extorted.
Mr. Higgins’ letter respecting concealed cells is well known—
in answer to that letter, Dr. Best says, that ¢ he Mr. Higging,”
¢ has laboured to mislead and inflame the public mind to the
deep prejudice of individuals, by an insinuation which, «é
dhe time he was bringing it forwards, he knew to be wholly
unfounded.”

Such expressions towards a Gowvernor of the Asylam by one
of its Oficers, for what that (zovernor had said, it was deemed,
in the discharge of his duty, were considered by many gentle-
men as forming a ground for censure—they determined ac-
cordingly to come forwards gn the Lith of April, and of this
A)r. Best had notice.

Xhe modle adopted, was-one which they considered at once
mild towards Dr. Best, and suiliciently vindicative of Mr.
Higgins' conduet and letter. A motion was brought forwards
by AMr. Nicoll on their part, * that it is the .HEJ-E-H-HJII of this
{ourt, that Mr. Higeins 1s entitled to the thanks of the {z0-
yernors, lor his EliHI']-.','ai"-.. persevering, and successlul exertions,
an bringing to light the abuses which have prevailed in this
 aztitution.”

: In making the motion, Mr. Nicoll at first said little, either
3n the way ol preface or explanation, but on some gentleman’s

B Thic Taf b ae L L ok : e
Phis letler was ocensinned by o wiolent attaek, in the December Quarterly [.I.:"Iﬂ’;.

aa the Author of o Pawphlet, cotitlcd * A Vindication of Mr. Higgins.™
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THE YORK LUNATIC ASYLUM, R3

observine, that a eensure on Dr. Best appeared to be E“f(’ﬂ(if‘{!l
Mr. Nicoll declared—such was his object—he then read parts
of Dr. Best's letter, commented on them, and tully avowed the
true coustruction had been put om his metion, he did intend
thereby to censure Dr. Best,

Mr. Alderman Wilson then said—he thought My, Higeins
entitled to the thanks of the Asylam Governors, but not at thiat
particular time, but he still more should object to the motion,
as it was meant as a censure on Dr. Best—Thus explained,
thus commented on, and thus t..‘{m:ih‘l.h:fl, the question was put
and earried.

Sir William Ingilby, the Chairman, before he declared tl
numbers, called to Dr. Best, and asked if he meant to vote on
this occasion? Dr. Best declared he did, and his vote was
taken accordingly. Tt doubt existed, would not the Chairman’s
quesiion have done it away* It is a common rule of con-
struction, that every propesition is to be taken in the sense of
the proposer—that this vote was proposed as a censure, and
was adopted as such, is wholly free from doubt—and all that
can be said in opposition is, that the censure, though explicitly
avowed, was not explicitly recorded—tuat if was not S0, was
meant as an act of kindness to Dr. Best, of which kindness the
world sees the requital.

123

Further explanation must he wholly needless—if there is an
unprejudiced reader who ean now look on the expression of
my pamphlet as erroneous, I am sure tliere cannot he one who
will accuse me of wilful error.

A NEW GOVERN OR.
N T —

Erom the York Herald of June 17, 1815.

Mg. Epitor,

AT the Quarterly Court of Governors held at the

Asylum,
on Wednesday, the case of Ann Thedwin, who had been sent

from the House in a state of I'ilth, on the 12th of April last,
was fully inquired into and perfectly ascertained. But it was
determined by a majority of the Governors present, that it is
now better, that any instances of neglect or mismanagement
thut may aceur in that Institution, shall not be made publie, as
the exposure of such facts can no loenger answer the purposes
formerly designed b y it.

I am, Sir, yours, &e.
AN OLSERVER.
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it , From the York Herald of Augyst 26.

|

AT an Apnual Court of Governors of the YORK LU.-

NATIC ASYLUM, held at the Asylam, on Friday the 235t
. day oi August, 1815.
| Earl FITZWILLIAM in the Chair :
! Resolved Unanimously, :

That this Court feels, with the highest degree of satisfaction, OBl

{ the very great improvement which has taken place in every

department of this Institution, since the (ieneral }IL!‘HI-I.HL’; in
August last, by which they have no doubt, that in point of
humane treatment of the Patients, and the general order and
cleanliness of the House, the York Lunatic Asylum is scarcely A Letter #
excelled by any similar Institution in the Kingdom ; and this
Lourt returns thanks to the Commitiees, Visiting Governors,
and Ladies, for the attention to the Duties which they have so
humanely undertaken, and so judiciously and zealously per-

';'.jri;Jll'E I

115 julure

4 few free

formed. .
) A - . 1 i By Cogg
I'his Court contemplating the great improvements made in
the state of the House, feels a pleasure in acknowledging its 4 Vindieats
great obligations to Govrrey Hiceins, iusq. to whose zeal and ;160
rerseverance the orizin of these improvements must in a greab t ok
I g I 2 .

measure be ascribed. L Reteli
¥ 3 [ TR o -
Resolved Unanimously, :

.
That a Committee be appointed to take the state of the dipem, 8
‘Asylum Buildings into their eonsideration, and to report their { Hiters of
opinion respecting any alterations, additions, or improvements ! ‘I'r‘h"r."' Y
therein, and the means of the lastitution to accomplish them, Ninste
1o a Special Meeting of the Governors. i 0y ¢ Congy
Resolved Unaniiaously, il
That the said Committee do consist of seven: and that | The Ry gy

B. Brooksbank, Esq. Rev.T. C. R. Read, Rev. W. Dealiry, | | e,
Mr. Samuel {uke, Mr. J. Gray, D. Russell, Esq. and the !
Rev. R. 3. Thompson, compose the said Committee.
Resolved,
That the Resolutions passed this day be printed in each of
the York Newspapers,
WENTWORTH FITZWILLIAM.
The Chair being taken by the Rev. Robert Croft,
Resolved Unanimously,
__That the cordial Thanks of tliis Mecting be given to the
Right Hon. Earl Frrzwiieiam, for his very able and patient
attention to the Business of the Day.

FINIS,
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A LIST OF PAMPHLETS

PUBLISHED IN REFERENCE TO THE FOREGOING PAPERS;
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A Letter to the Right Honourable Earl Fitzwalliam, together with
various Letters, Reports, &c.; and the New Cude of vam"aféu.rmfbr
els fulure management, By Guprurey Higaing, Esgassl..o 8! o

A few free Remarvks-on My, Godfrey Iligginss: Publications, &c.
BY CORRECTOR .ovceersasmssrasana s

A Vindication of My. Higgins from the Charges of Corrector; includin z

a Sketch of Recent Transactions, BY A New GOVERNOR s, 1 0

Retaliation; or, Hints to some of the Governors of the ¥York Lunatic
Asylum, By CnanLes ATE1xNson
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A History of the York Lunatic Asylum ; with an Appendix, containing’
Minutes of the Evidence of the cases of Aluse lately inquired into
by a Committee, e By JonaTnanw Gray
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The Rules and Regulations of the York Lunatic Asylum, with a List of
the Governurs, &c. corrected to 13th oS ept. N8BS asiitiiunssi 11
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16, for Sept. 11, read January 14, 1815,
76, line 32, for Evigilator, read Evigilalor,
78, for Septs 3, read December 17, 1814.
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9
length, and keeps ata distance the Coward
who attacks the Unprotected.

May words express the quantum meruit of
some of the Governors, who were kind
enough to throw a sable condolance over
my afilictions ; and to cover them with an
opiate garment. How much they consider-
ed meas the good tempered, somewhat neg-
ligent, though persecuted man—who heard,
or who but myself, can tell? With one
hand they forced me rudely into the hearse,
with the other they sprinkled Hysop, and
poured their Lachrymatories over my corpse.
They tickled my vanity with a black feather,
and perfected the solemnity of the ceremony,
by the mournfulaccordance of the lamenting
plumes. They chided loudly the driver for
his haste, while they were goading the horses
tospeed. They brought me up to judgment
with a restless impatience ; though trembl-
ingly alive to sensations, 1 was again almost
dead with fear. They patted me on the
(but stay)
—Miseremini mei, miseremini mei, saltem
turned king’s evi-
dence, aud voted against me.

cheek, called out for trial ; they

vos amici mei.—They

B
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To one Holy Divine, I am more than
ordinarily obliged, for a more than ordinary
display of personal brutality. Can Ifor-
get the question he put to me on entering
my apartment. ¢ Pray, 8ir, what has
become of the Patient who has been kill-
ed? 1 must own I did not expect such
a burst of apparent orthodox feeling, from

such an hypoerite.

Not less insolent was the triumphant
entry of the satin coated Mould Warp,
who, when he had got possession of the in-
terior of the Asylum, and mounted upon
the stair-case, elate with viclory, could so
far degrade himself, as to exclaim that they
had ousted the Enemy, and got possession
of the Intrenchments ! How delightful te
see this self approving Governor,# clap-

* This gentleman having ‘publicly signed his name
to an assertion, that it would be no ohjection to the
Apothecary, being a married man, proposed in the
court. afterwards, as an article of exemption o me,
that a married man should NOT be eligible to the of-
fice. Pray Mr, Reader, let m |

tion; Is not that man capitally aceontred for this

5 : -
world, who upon the root of & bad heart, has been en-

abled to ingraft the Tricks ofan Attorney?

¢ ask you a moral ques-

ing |
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ing his wings like a bird, and singing out
““ Well done Jonathan! Well done Grey
Cocl ! Pretty Cockatoo! Pretty Cockatoo!

Shall T also forget the indignant gait, with
which Mr. Hiceins, after the Election,
approached me in the Guild-Hall, when
(unless I mistook a natural distortion for
a cast of Contempt) he actually made a
face at me: My God! how must I despise
that mind, and that man, who can trample
on the Enemy he has just cut down. But
he has done his worst at me, and now I nei-
ther stand in awe of his person or his power.
Thank Nature, it is not G'oliak that shall
prevent little David from expressing his
utter detestation of him, and of his proceed-

L]
INgs.

The conduet of some others (observe 1
only assert some) of the Governors to my
wife and to myself, by insolent and contu-
melious looks, was fo me, passing all hu-
man endurance. I consider these epithets,
as the spunging of low-bred, foul, and vul-

B 2
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gar carcasses, wh:_‘.:_ the men were dead to
feeling, and all merey was lost and extinet
in them,—1 repell and despise them. Here
was the Oppressor’s wrong:- —and the Inso-
solence of Hicaias was, the Great Man’s
contumely. But, mark me! when I say
the Great Man, (let it be printed in mean
Lialies!) 1t is an old saying, when vou
have money, you may have many friends,

—But

Awpissis Opihus—How d’ye Mr. Higgins?

I have no thanks to return, for any con-
sideration, from these persons in my behalf.
Be my faults what they might, it is not the
usage of this country, to carry a man, a la
lanterne, without an impartial trial upon
evidence. I have paid the forfeit of the
neglect of Governors, and of party malice,
Iam a Roman Catholic, and thev should
have treated me as such. 1 have not been
taught to trust to so delicate, and awful a
line of Salvation, as oniv fo two extremes,

o two alternauves ; I have been flattered

WILIL 2Lld ]Lll[:r“l:}[!j;g;{" 1“-‘;“-.:. "-"-;iU.L,', :"rul:l.l.‘:..' L:'l
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Purgatory. Had they committed me to this
Purgatory, for my venial transgressions, I
might have remained there, to sob, and
purge away these crimes done in the days
of my nature. But, NO! they have actu-
ally deprived me, and my wife, and my
children of bread. They have branded my
name with an indelible mark! They have
chastised my finite frailiies, with an infi-
nity of punishment. And I make no doubt,
they will continue (in as much as they are
able ) to perpetuate the remembrance of my
sins, and to execute the bitterness of their

vengeance, so long as unjust minds can

perpetuate any thing

Not to advert to others, let one instance
suffice ; let common sense, and the common
ears of the public, attend to the significance
and din of a common dirge, so often re-
peated to them. It is the Key-note and
erack sound from which the Governors have
tuned and rung the numerous variations of

the mellow and heart-stirring Hal']'is of

Commiseration. The history runs thps:
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An amiable Clergyman is brought into the
Asylum, by a feeling and lamenting wife;
he stays there in the first instance, until he
is sufficiently restored to be returned to the
joys of his family: he however complains
of his treatment, and requesis to be taken
there no more. He relapses, and yet his
wife returns, and does take him there!
there, where he is again not only subject
to such treatment, but to worse. She com-
plains terribly of this usage ; but they defy
and abuse her, nay, before her face they
kick him down stairs, and the keepers de-
clare that they value him no more than a
dog; and yet he again recovers, and is
again refurned to his welcome home ; and

' T & . f'.l ) '\..l! e - -
happy were she! and happy were he, and

happy were they all for the happy rescue.
But, ery merey Lord! he again falls ill,—

1 T i i JL " iw M 5
and shall T relate—this feeline wife, these
complaining relations, this supplicating

r
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gentieman, in spite of all his entreaties, of
3 1

. : " 'a“l ® i =
all his mis usage, of all Lis ample means,

- .: " -E . -.. 1. - = -
(which gt have removed him any
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is once again, (shall I repeatit?) drag oed fo
this very house, io that veryspot, to this sad
A pothecary, to these very keepers, where
these cruelties were exercised, these
misecies were inflicied. Is not this their
own tale ? Has not this tocsin been sound-
ed through every town, in every village ?
And then let me ask you, in the name of

L
i : A iy {I - 'I 2 L
common sense, alier this worthy man, (tor

most worthy was he) hziil been sent to this
accursed '-.;f;n-n:n and three {imes returned to
these terrible gallies, &y the relations, and
this amiable wife, let me ask you in God’s
name, where lies the blame, or with whom
the cruelty? And who can now believe
one word of the complainanis, or does one
word of this morbid history, though invert-
ed, converied, or perverted, hang strictly
or close 1'_\_; !{1*;{'-,hf'|'? The story thus deline-
ated to the public is aflecting. It hath pathos
and hl]{} ance of r'rhil‘: in ail its attitudes,
Jut when interpolated as above, and

analyzed, it sinks into Bathos. In faet,

it looks like a great ';.-[1'1'[.* of—LI1E—

N—(otabene,) LIEN, iw Latin, (which the
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Romans spoke who lived in Rome,) signi-
fies spleen. But now {o my page for catera

desunt.

After my wife and myself had been dis-
missed, I requested that she would imme-
diately reinove our private property. It
was rather late before our sentence was
awarded us:; and of course, belorea cart,
and means, could be found for so doing,
the night was on. This became cause suf-

ficient for suspecting, and hinting, thatthe

darkness of this ni;g‘iti served the purpose of

Izhaneh'r.:’.? In consequence she insisted
upon two, or more, of these Governors ex-

amining her boxes, as is usually done to

¥ Pray what species of unlawfulness, or plunder,

may that be, which induced zeme of the Governors,

{o swindle away (I

e hounsze-keeper, from the County
I‘.'[::-'i:-im} « was not the !:_-.f:..' when cliosen there, deem-
el a most int[ir-:_rh-i;-iilc person te that charity. ? "L hen
why take her away clandestinely ? W hy rob Pefer to

| s

g - ¥ I . r
gerve Fanl 2—1 ask

information, Was not this
something like a burglary 2—a much worse burglary,

1 y = '] " - .
than any tiing they had {o fear, from my wife, | can

ggaurs them,
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vagabond servants, before they quit their
siiimtions.  After these Governors had at-
tached imbecilitv, or what was tantamount,
the weakness of goodnature to me.# After
an impudent reformer had called me vier!
and some others had wvociferated, that I
shouid never be permitted in future to come
near the house again ; these Just Judges!
actually submitted to request the favour of
this very tmproper man, 10 scethe patients
put (o bed, and fo ofliciate at the house, for

their proper convenlence, until 1t sutied

k

[ha'.-ﬂ & /sCCold e, Lo discard iml].“[“ f‘lti}

they were actually obliged to his wife for

con:inuing a short time fo carry on the ma-
nagement of her former department. EHere
C
¥ (Omnia mea mecum porig.

4 Amonest other iraits of delicacy, and feeling towards
me. (hat which induced sowme of the Governors, afier,
1 believe. they had actually chosen a Mawon, to ask
me if 1 would accept the situation of Acpeihecary, Il
W) AT I wrare mhrveny vril it T E il |u1 ;1 or
Iy wiie were no. ciiasel, was not one 0f Ul IGASL,

of the worst expedienis, ammongsl otliers, ior my ex-

F L] L i & -' t.
l:u':.ujc.-v I'his was casting crueity into the cricibie

to calcine it,—for ** an oysier may be crossed in love.”
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is a lamentable dilemma for the Magi, the
Sagi, the Eleet, for the best specimens of
the Higein’s School. New as the morescru-
pulous part .of Governars have chosen fo
scrufinize my poor adminisiration, so se-
verely, may 1 be permitted to cast an eye
over the canvas of theirs. I will take the
first day’s duty, in which it may be suppos-
ed, that they would be uncommonly cor-
rect, and well appointed. I apprehend,
however, it may be brought to easy eyi-
dence, that so far from having every thing
properly ordered, in regard to Keepers,
Apothecary, Matron, and Female Servants,
that the house was one scene of uninter-
rupted Confusion ; for having cleansed the
Augean Stable, and we hurried out, it was
then to be Fair-Day, to be Liberty Hall at

the Asylum, Post Nubila Phebus.

Men and women were seen walking and

talking, (and children piddling and puk-
ng) about the house, to arace the triumph,
aye, with more freedom, than had ever fallen

f i lad . ' " .
tomy lot, in the best days of my residence.
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The first acts of the mild, the wise, the
new, and benignant Reign of the Gover-
nors, ran woefully wide of their projected
mark. Did not one man soon after, foil
bothi the strengih and sagacity, of some of
these Governors, and of all the keepers,
when they endeavoured to put him on the
strait waistcoat ? 1 know this poer man, and
diminutive as [ am, (a mere Physical Atom
in miniature,) I have done the job to him,
single handed, with less foree, and more
merey, in three minutes., In the second in-
stance, did not a patient whom they met,
truant out of doors, manage to escape them,
first by outwitting and then by outrunning
them? Let me repeat the question, did
he not do it in a masterly way ? The de-
scription of this, however, would better suit
my poetry than my prosing, and who knows
but that at some time, or other, I may court
my favourite muse, to record and display
the Benefit and Advantage of Wise Gover-
nors, and Mild Treatment, experienced

from careful and judicious Reformers.
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I have before remarked, that T had heen
above sevenieen yeais anoiticer in the Asy-
lum, and thm.‘;,-‘h represented, as very de-

ficient in energy, and capaciiv, (which

possibly betrayed me into some omissions,)
yetthere was a day,—a day, within the pre-
cincts of that space of (ime. in which . Pa-

pist-likke) 1 confess, I did negieci my duty.

It was a day om which § witnessed more
fury and madness to be displayed, than in
any other instance, whilst I held the situ-
ation. It was at a meeting of the Gover-
nors, when such a scene of personaliiy and
madness, was exhibited by some of the vul-
gar {ribe, as ought to have induced me, in
duty, to have called in the keeners, and to

have jacketed straight, one half of them.

B ut I must now draw towards a conclu-
sion.—After having written labels for the
poor patients, I am now reduced by the
Sud Sponté of nature to write labels for

-9

Ecare not. T have been a child of adver-

H'i.f = . e 8 v -
¥> and there are few conditions of life,

the Governors. How they may resent it
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and its miseries, which I have net borne,

and can vet Lear in a good ecause,

I promised to write free! and freel have
written. I must and do commit myself {o
the reiort of those, T may have offended—I
seek no reconciliation! Le jew ne vaut pas
la chandelle. From these, 1 f-.w:ph-t no
niore merey out of an Asylum, than I met
within it.  And though they vauntingly
boast (of no seli-inieresied motives,) let
those men, who are now deprived of their
former employment and suffer from their

pariy prejudice, answer this question.

My Cottage is an Asylum of Content-
ment! and I will in spite of all their mea-
sures, or motives, endeavour to make it, if
not abundant in riches, at least it shall ex-

cel in comiort, and retirement.

If any incident here expressed, sits heavy
upon the minds of those whom 1 call my
Oppressors ; if the cor punctious visilations
of their sober senses, incline them to ask
of me, more means and moiives for coms-

e o N PR,
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plaint, although stigmatized, in part as &
murderer, and disgraced In epithet as a
lier, I have not run to the church as to a
sanctuary ; but I shall be easy to be found
inan humble dwelling, by any man, and
I hope, ready to answer, becomingly, any

imferrogatory.

And now let me address myself to those
#rw, who had courage to vindicate a fall-
ing man, or who were pleased to consider
him as an injured one:

To Taem, I am most humbly, most sa-
credly, most devoutly obliged. My early
life was schooled with gentlemen! I am the
son of a gentleman ! my education wasthat
of a gentleman! and my profession is so.
And allow me to add, I have not been con-
victed by the Governors, of any conduct
unbecoming a gentleman.®* And though

well sodden and saturated in adversity, yef

An error in the entry of patients, (which hbwever
]
has not been Impuied to me as a wilful oney mizht
happen to any man, moré versed in the department of

Bookkeeping than mysell.
-
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I am not bereft of that fairest of all human
enjoyments, a GRATEFUL HEART, to those
who have served me,
I TaaNE YE GENTLEMEN !

May 1, lastly, be permitted to hope, that
the Reformation which has been begun, by
I know not what motives, may in fature be
narrowly watched, by the independent and
uninterested Governors ; that no old trades-
man, may be improperly supplanted; nor
a total dereliction of all principles in: ihis
regard, be suffered to obtain. And that
the Tide of Monopoly, (ihe trade wints)
may not be allowed to set in, but be stem-
ed, in the first instance ; that Justice, that
very plausible looking maiden, in the laté
discussions, may not, like myself, be thrust
out of doors, by a deeper and niore selfish
Character. “ Non nos aut ferro Lybicos,
populare penates venimus aut raplas ad
littora vertere preedas.”—Vire. Axib.H

* I hope the young man who has got my situation,
will desire Mr. T'—1 te be very gtatefel fo Dr. S=—:n,

and to use his best endeavours in return, to have him

appointed as the Physician to the Aeylum.
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A LIGHT READING.

Havine now, upon the fairest principles
brought the whole nest of Hornets, my
enemies, about me, some atonement may
be expected from me, for having thus free-
ly expressed my resentment. Believe me,
it has been my only comfort, 1f the offend-
ed parties attack my purse they shall have
it, it is as light as air, and will fly like a
feather to them ; it is essence, it is soul, it
is spirit ; yet is not capable, like the opu-~
lent Reformers, of doing mischief; it is
every thing but what it should be—sub-
stance ; for it is neither malleable, embodi-
ed, or tangible, but mocketh art.

If they attack my person—what means

1t? 1 am wun petit bon homme! I am

ent
ot
gl
tha
mé
thu
ha

why
th
i
sic
wh
W

fia

Iy




m?ip]a
8, my
’ g}
18 fres.
€ mé,
flend:
| hare
like 2
oul, it
opie
it
sl
ihod

pea
[ a0

25

o

Molto Piccolo. I am next to an Non-
entity, in matter and shape! and having
nothing left to enjoy, my lifecan be of little
avail to me. Tam a worm; but the worm
that turneth!  Will they imprison me?
N importe ; two year’s experience as a
martyr, for a friend, has alread taught me
that lesson: but I shall be content, for I
have told my tale.

Will they have a Champion, and who
shall it be ? Is it the Lawyer? 1 hope not,
there 1s no contending against Old Nick.
Shall it be Daniel? NO, 1 have not much
stomach for Daniel ; it must be bad flesh
which Lions wo’'nt devour, and Daniel
was safe in the lions’ den, Shall it be mar-
tial Jonathan? pshaw! I have no chance
against him, a Cadaveris Crates, and 1
should be affraid that the Marshal would
PHANTASMAGORIA, and SHRINK
into NOTHING. Then shall 1 be hurri-
ed out by little David ? where the BLOOD
of all the RUSSELL’S might over power
me ; NO, don’t take Friend David and

D
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Me for Cannibals, we must not EAT each
other.

However, since I must be ovstep, I will
go peacefully, if they will let me, and con-
vince them truly,

(Quee virtus, et quanta bonis sit vivere parvo.)
first however, taking my leave, and leave
to add a slight Signature,

HestingToN, Dee. 8lst. 1814,

Printed by M. W, Carrall, Walmgate, York.
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RETALIATION ; §
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OF THE

York Lunatic Asylum.
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@« The Dog-star rages!” nay, ’tis past a doubt,

All Bedlam's Resolutions are hroke out,

Fire in each Eve, and Papers in each Hand,

They Rave, Recite, and madden throngh the Land ;
From Shadows, will the Government defend,

And more abusive, call themselves its Friend ;

This prints his Name, and That expects a Bribe,
And a1l roar out, SupscrRIBE! SUBSCRIBE'
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AETALIATION, &c.

« MALIM VIDERI NIMIS TIMIDUS, QUAM PARUNM
PRUDENS.” Cic.

THE clock has struck twelve, and it is
now past seventeen years, since I knew
what it was to enjoy a staie of Freedom.
But being independent at present, (per-
haps for a very short reign) I do feel in-
spired with the breath of Liberty, and be-
ing free, I will address free, and for once
in my life, shall stand upon my own limbs,
will advocate my own cause, and present
myself to this little World of Lunacy, as a
free agent.

Sy
[

The events of the Asylum are over with
me. I have been cast down, and calumni-
ated. I have experienced the Oppressor’s

A2
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Wrongs, and the Great Man’s Contumely.
What Befter, can I have to hope or pray,
What Worse to fear from them ?

I shall not undertake to criticise the Acts
at the Asylum. I have mnothing to apply
to the broad Principle of Reformation,
there, had it been effecied, by Honourable
and Impartial Men. [ have to complain
of injustices to my particular situation. To
the want of due attention to the Ineiliciency

Diw I_}]j, i}n"ﬁ.'{fl'ﬁ. F‘:'.”. I - ] = et ;‘1 O lli..'”\.:

ay Tay e B T=k .7
Dol L0l Ll

state of - Vassilage, 1 which 1 endured ;
= 5 3 _. ] : - ' ’
twelve-year’s. (sublerraneous) vindiclive
. =ik Ll g i1, 1. | | PR L i
persecation ftrom the late Physician. 1
comaplain of present Party-spirit, and of the
application of Crimes to me, in which I had

no participation.

[ admit that many of the Goverpors are

| . - :
thorough Gentlemen.—But I have been

treated by a rew of them, with many per-
sonal msults,—insulls inflicted upon aman,
waose lamily, and confined circumstances

) LI b 1 1) . % I'-1"-- ™ (]
prevented in him, the hope, and frustrated
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the power of self-defence. Insults, the off-

-.l.{

spring of vulgar minds, and of dastardly
conduct. When I was chosen into the of-
fice of ArpormecAry to the Asylum, it was
in despight of all the energies of Doclor
lustTer ; and from the moment I entered
the House, (where he wished a person of his
to be placed) as an oflicer, every emo-
lument enjoyed by my Predecessor, every
consideration and comfort was taken from
me.

The subsequent Election of my Wife,
against the same inf h nce, did not at all
serve to appease wrath, or in the least to
conduce o the alleviation of my indurance.
My circumstanees however, were ill adapt-
ed to contend with so powerful a competi-
tor, and what spirit prompted in me, po-
licy kept {if:u'u, so that I suffered with pa-

tience, for the sake of my family.

The whole of the Servants, over whom I
ought to have presided, were, 1t not overtiy,
yet lacitly encovraged to thwart me, and

CVETY iil;:' rg was sell in. EVEry s celoen-
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trap the Woodcock. Has it not been proy-
ed, that the very powers with which the
Court supposed me to be invested, were
privately withdrawn, nay absolutely wilful-
ly and improperly withbeld from me? Seo
that with every appearance of being equip-
ed Cap-a-Pie for ;mwm* I was exhibited
with all the Insignia of Office, with every
Emblem of War, v.hil:«-{ my hands were so
begirt with the Trappings, as (o render me

incapable of the use of them. So much for

the secret History of my Circumstances. Of

late, every insinuation which the mal-influ-
ence of an Election could pru[h'ru In com-
mon minds (independent of the curse su-
peradded of Fanaticism) had been indus-
triously applied to me. One Person charg-
ed me with This F ailing, and another with
That, as best suited their interesied purpo-

ses; and not content with the accomplish-
ment of these purposes, when their machi-
nations_had answered, they then united
Insult to Oppression, and some of the Go-
vernors in the most brutal and unfeeling

manner, retorted to my wife, and upon my-

self, the most contemptuous Insinuations.
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Mr. Hiccins, the Grand Lunatic Re-
Jormer in this business, (convulsed with
mania®) conceived himself at liberty to
traduce me, in the most blackguard lan--
guage ; he grossly attached a wviE to me,
with as much apparent indifference, as if
he had positive proof on his side, or my
Character were of no avail. to me. Thishe
has done in Print, and Lifera scripla

mmanet.

Now, as he has himself, this Odium at-
tached to him also in Print, he should have
judged by the misery and cowerdice of his
own feelings, how cruel it were to inflict 1t
upon another.+ However, I now stand in-
dependent of Him,and1 tell him, that what
he asserted was not the TruTH.—It was

wrested to his own purpose, and was one of

* And seventeen years close attention to Lunatics,

should make me no bad judge of this.

+ O Tite! si quid ego adjuro, curamve levasso.
que nune te coquit et versat sub pectore fixa, ecquid

erit pretii. Cie.
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Higeing’s LIES ;% —But it is not all the
dirty Slander of his Tongue, nor the ful-
some Adulation to the Lord’s (whom like
the Boa Constrictor, he first slobbers over

-y = '\.. - .' Cn } | WL Ll B w
with his lubricating 1I5".!~'\J and then gorges)

i,

that shall restrain me from vindicating my
Character, which, humble as T am; I can
and will defend, though this Gloliak of

Reformation stand in the Portico !

Mr. Hicoixs saw that Nature had not
been very flattering to me, in the size of
my person, nor very lavish of her favors
tome. I am net exactly the man, whom
this nature has authorised fo strike Terror
into an Enemy, for I am low in stature,
and not very formidable in the display of
physical powers ;. but yet L have that within

me, 1 hope; which holds a Sycophant at arm’s

* The Jer & Esprit of Mr. Hicains and myself, re-
5!1}1 Clng fhl.‘ |.;['_.} la:ls_;_h.l- maxe 4 Pre 13 S'.ll--n;x.ll 10T &
Cateh Clab.—viz.

Savs Hig. to A, © Your tell a
Says AT, o Hig * Oh no not I."
&)

vthaps™ savs Hra. ¢ yvou'll 2ay itz me.
| - i = Ak

# Oh yes; Ol yes,—so let. it be !
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A LETTER

TO THE

Right Hon. Earl! FITZWILLIAM,
&e. &e.

e 1 2 1 @' E T

MY LORD,

A'S it was to your Lordship Mr. Higgins dedi-
cated his Pamphlet, on the recent events in the
York Lunatic Asylum—as you are one of the
oldest Governors of that institution—and as you
have, at a late meeting, evinced a most warm
regard for its interests, I do not scruple, on the
present occasion to address you.

A person signing himself Corrector, has at-
tempted to answer Mr. Higgins, and in so do-
ing has vilified both that gentleman and the
cause in which he is engaged—this virulent attack
has not drawn a reply—and in omitting to notice a
work, at once weak and intemperate, Mr. Hig-
gins has consulted his own dignity. Yet, that
the errors of Corrector should not be detect-
ed—the futility of his arguments exposed, is
a question of a different nature.- Where, in

A 2
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pretended transcripts, the material words are
changed % —where the sense of a passage is wan-
tonly or wilfully perverted—where a fact is dis-
torted to give colour to a charge—the casual rea-
der who proceedsstraight forwards, troubling him-
self with no reference ‘or collation, must inevi-
tably be misled—as the majority of readers are
both casual and careless, even Corrector may
have made an impression unfavourable to the
character of Mr. Higgins—and that vindication

# For examples see p.6.—the censure in Martha Kidd’s
case is professed to be given in the words of the Commit-
tee, but the language of the Committee is altered, the
force of the censure gone. Mr. Higgins complains that no
servant was discharged, or called before the Governors,
and individually reproved—p 6: this is quite misrepre-
sented. Mr. Higgins states, that in the Patients’ entry-
book there is a systematic falsification—that the man who
has been destroyed by viclence, .is said simply to have
« died”- i

moved.”” That the entries were thus, is confessed—and

re-

and that he who has escaped, is said to be

notwithstanding the many escapes and at least several vio-
lent deaths, there is no instance of an entry corresponding
with the fact. How does Corrector meet this general
charge ? by producing a solitary entrance in a distinet
book respecting the violent deathi of a person, in the ordi-
nary entrance-book said to have * died.” Mr. Higgins
lias never denied that when the servants could \Etit{i:';lfﬂ
themselves from suspicion in a case made nctorious by a
‘oroner’s inquest, that they would so do—he said the en-

try respecting Thirkill was like all the entries on similar

occasiops, deceptious—and it was so.
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which he himself justly disdains, may be allow-
able or necessary in another,

It is proper to state, my Lord, that this address
is equally without the assent and knowledge of
the gentleman principally concerned.

That the old Governors of the Asylum have
not been the invariable objects of my praise, is a
fact that will neither disconcert nor offend your
Lordship. Public institutions, like that now in
discussion, must necessarily be conducted in their
common course, by neighhouring Governors—
occasional superintendence is all the more dis-
tant Governor can bestow—and in that your
Lordship has never been deficient. The extent of
the superintendence will vary with the apparent
necessity of the case—however the necessity may
here have existed of more than a formal routine
of attention, that necessity was unseen and un-
Lknown—the true state of the case once laid open,
a great portion of the Governors became the
steady friends of reform and of the institution.

I confess, my Lord, trivial as this address must
appear, it has a view beyond its obvious and 1m-
mediate object. trust it may tend to show how
institutions of high name and established charac-
ter, institutions connected with persons every
way eminent and excellent, may yet be deplo-
rably misgoverned—presenting the exterior of
order and decorum—all within may be worthless
and hollow—I am not, my Lord, making poli-
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tical allusions—in matters of state, acquiescing
confidence on the one part is well balanced by
vigilant opposition on the other—I advert to
those numerous establishments, and endowments—
half public and half private in their nature—hos-
pitals, schools, infirmaries and asylums, at once
the honor and the disgrace of the nation.

I will now, my Lord, proeeed to the charges
of Corrector, the first of which relates to transac-
tions anterior to and on the 2d of December, 1813.

In the month of October, 1813, Mr. Hig-
oins was applied to, as a magistrate, by Sarah
Vicars, for an order of relief. Her husband, a
pauper, of Fishlake, near Doncaster, had recently
returned home from the York Lunatic Asylum ;
Mr. Higgins examined the Overseer of Fishlake,
and Sarah Vicars on oath, and received from Mr.,
C. Maples, surgeon, a certificate of the state in
which Vicars appeared, the day after he reached
his own house. Mr. Higgins deemed it proper
to lay this evidenece, with an introductory state-
ment, before the public, and this was done very
shortly prior to the December Quarterly Meeting
- of the Asylum Governors. To that meeting Mr.
Higgins transmitted various documents respect-
ing Vicars’ case, and he personally attended at
it. 'T'his conduct, on the part of Mr. Higgins,
constitutes the first charge—it is said to he extra-
ordinary and (‘.nmruﬁi]tini‘}'-—{_’x{t'mn*{!i:utl‘j', as

referring to the publie, a case proper for the sole
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and exclusive attention of the Governors—con-
tradictory, as involving an application to those
very Governors whose authority was thus con-
temned, _

At an early period of the Asylum, dissentions
arose—on the one part, Mr. Mason, Dr. Burgh,
and others, complained of abuse, and demanded
investigation—on the other, Dr. Hunter, sup-
ported by the great body of Governors, declared
all was well, and refused all inquiry—the con-
test continued many years, I grieve to  say,
with mutual complaints and mutual acrimony—
it terminated we are informed, in 1795.% On
which ever side the merits lay, one thing is clear—
with an irritated and vigilant minority close at
hand—in the interior of the house much disorder
could scarce be expected to prevail. The contest
closed—all consideration for the state of the un-
happy lunatics, all superintendent care of the
institution, appears to have been at an end—since
1794, no visitors had been appointed—at the
quarterly meetings, four or five Governors, with
difficulty collected, summed up the items of a
iradesman’s bill, contracted with the butcher for
the ensuing three months, ordered a wall {o be
pulled down, or a door to be blocked up—wished
each other a good morning—and retired. At
the annual meetings little more occurred—whe-
ther the institution was in debt or in credit—

=

# Corrector, p. 4.
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how many patients had been admitted, and how
many discharged, were the usual limits of inquiry.

I do not charge this conduct to hardness or apa-
thy on the part of the Governors—they did
nothing, because they believed there was nothing
to be done—the institution had attained the last
of those stages through which human institutions

are commonly found to pass—in the commence-
ment there is energy—to energy confidence suc-
ceeds—to confidence abuse—the opinions and
feelings of the Governors were in the second
stage, the institution itself on the very close of
the last—{for sooner or later, from abuse reform
will spring. A meore compact or extended conca-
tenation of confidence has rarely been known—
the Governors had confidence in the Physician—
the Physician had confidence in the inferior
officers—the officers in the keepers—the keepers
in the patients themselves; who were hence
rarely troubled with either attention or restraint.¥

What Mason, Burgh, and Withers, themselves
Governors, had attempted in vain, Mr. Higgins,
a stranger, had no hope to effect—and he ap-
pealed, as well to the public as to the Asylum
court—all past experience showed the necessity
of this double reference

and two pretty strong

# 1 by no means charge Dr, Best with medical neglect—
he has stated his attendance at the Asylum, and such
statement appears satisfactory,
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principles of human nature—Habit and Pride—
decisively pointed out the same course—it was
the habit of the Governors to think all was right—
and in fact they had seen nothing which was
wrong—the passage to the Committee-room was
well swept—a cheerful fire blazed in the chim-
ney—the table was covered with a decent green
cloth—the apothecary bowed—the matron courte-
syed—the head keeper obsequiously held the door
in his hand—and an under keeper attended with
humble reverence, as often as the bell called him
into the Governors’ presence — What can we
reason but from what we know.” Whatever was
seen was excellent, whatever was unseen must
be correct.

The opinion which habit had fixed, pride could
naturally retain firm in its position. Every man
can observe thedisorder in his neighbour’s house—
but who will, even to himself allow, that there is
disorder in his own? We all comment on the
discharge of public duty by others—which of us
will bear that comment in return ?

It was no turbulance of disposition which
prompted Mr. Higgins’ Appeal to the public—
it was not the suspiciousness of a distrustful tem=
per—it was the sagacity of an acute and intelli-
gent mind. The Governors met, took the *“state-
ment’”’ into consideration, examined the servants
on oath, and—calling for no other evidence—
making no personal inquiry info the actual

B
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situation of the house or of the patients—eulo-
gised them, and censured the accuser !

Is not this decisive 2 what short of an appeal
to the public, an appeal which the public has an-
swered, by delegating 4% new Governors to re-
present it, could have reformed, or preserved
from ruin, an imstitution thus governed ?

It has been said in apology, that Mr. Higgins’
evidence was on paper cut and
dried—the servants were examined on oath, vivd
voce—rthe distinction is impertant—the best evi-
denee was not preduced by Mr. Higgins—but
ought it not to have been called for by the Go-
vernors ? they could not convict on Mr. Higging’

as the phmse £

papers—but they could have called before them
those persons whose testimony the papers com-
prised—where suspicion of disorder. was once
raised, the investigation ought to have been com-
plete—can it be said, that what to all others was
proof, to the body of Governors was not even
oround of suspicion? A few .days after this—
when the institution had got into other hands—
witnesses were sent for, guilt was proved—the

¥ But not by the Governors as such. One aentleman
exultingly proclaimed the want of a fund to defray con-
tingent expenses, a clear bar to, inguiry—this sentiment
seemed to prevail, and the new Governors then, for the
first time appearing, did not think it advisable to make
any motion, on the subject—funds lowever were soon
forthcoming. When pretexts like this, for avoiding in-

quiry, are eagerly scized on—can there exist a real * in-
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culogised servants were discharged—and the
existing system was overthrown., Id then the
Governors, on the 2d of December, examine on
oath  such witnesses as were competent to give
testimony”’—and which of the two is entitled to
the approbation of the public—the body of 26
Governors, or Mr. Higgins, “the disappointed
accuser ?”’—the conductof Mr.Higgins has already
been publicly thanked, and T am very sorry, that
to vindicate him from the charges of Corrector I
am thus compelled to censure his opponents.
Whilst F eannot but say that I think the con-
duct of the Geovernors on the 2d of December
eminently wrong, let] me not be understood too
far to extend my censure—the eyes of many were
very speedily opered, and several have most
cordially and efficiently united in the great pur-
pose of reformation—on one high character, whose
name has so often and so honourably appeared in
the Asylum records, too great encomiums cannot
be passed—his unbroken and unwearied attention
to business, which seemed to know no end—the
calmness and urbanity with which he moved, amid
contendmg turbulence—the gentleness yet deci-
sion of his rule—the intuitive promptness with

B 2

tention” ‘of reform?  On the contrary, does not this pre-
text ‘alone ‘evince the necessity of ‘making the public a
party, of enforcing a new spirit through the medium ‘of
new Goveritors 2
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which he saw, and the perspicuity with which he
declared from the chair, what was wisest and best
to be done—want not my praise, for they have
already received the praises of all. I cannot
omit referring to another of the old Governors,
whose conduct as a member of the Committee me-
rits great approbation—I allude to Mr. Alderman
WIIHUH—DHE‘L satisfied that abuses did exist, he
most cordially and ably assisted in their rec-
tification.

That prejudice might in possibility be created
by an ex-parte statement, no one will objeet, who
considers the ur ‘cncy of the call for such state-
ment—but o: whose minds was it that prejudice
could prove injurious? On the minds of the Go-
vernors certainly—for they alone were to decide—
had a hundred < staf-ments” been published—
on ‘which side might their prejudices be expected
to predominate—on which did they predominate ?
the unanimous vole will answer this query. How-
ever he appealed to the public, :t was before the
Governors only t.at Mr. Hizgins could accuse,
or the question "¢ trlml—ami Mr. Higgins wisely
thought that the Governors of the Asylum, like
all other Governors, might then best be trusted,
when their conduct was most narrowly watched.

The public will now decide, how far the pro-
ceedings of Mr. Higgins have on this point been—
to use the flowing harmony of Corrector—extra-
ordinary and contradictory. |

The cases, my Lord, referred to a Committee
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of inquiry, next call my attention. I shall briefly
state their character, and concentrate to one
point, the observations they may suggest. The
first cases considered, were those of Kidd and
Arundel—these persons were both parish pau-

" pers, removed from the Asylum to the Work-

house at Pontefract—they both remained in a
state of derangement, but neither exhibited
symptoms of violence. The facts respecting
Arundel were not very decisive—some faint smell,
possibly attributable to personal neglect was dis-
covered on his arrival at Pontefract—and he ex-
hibited a dread of being returned to the Asylum—
there were perfectly sufficient grounds for inquiry,
but not for censure. Mr, Higgins therefore ex-
hibited inquiry, without much expecting con-
viction 3% —further evidence, accounting for this
man’s terror of the Asylum, might have appeared
—but in faet it did not. The case of Martha
Kidd was widely different—a more horrid picture
of filth and misery could not be represented—a
picture calling up the strongest emotions of pity
and of disgust—but the cmphatic words of Mar-
garet Beckwith, who described with the same
energy she had felt the state of this wretched ob-
ject, can alone do justice to the case—and feel-
ings more honourable, more truly excellent,

* It can scarce be said Mr. Higgins did institute in-
quiry respecting Arundel—his name was sent to Mr.
Higgins conjoined in several documents with that of
Martha Kidd, and hence both came before the public.

e
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than those of Margaret Beckwith, the humble
mistress of a parish workhouse, it is the lot of
féew to witness.—°° She”? (Blartha Kidd) °‘ was
poorly in herself—very dirty—with vermin in
her hair and on her carcase”’—on being asked,
if she appeared to have been washed that day,
her answer was “ liker say not washed for week's
~her legs may-be had not been washed for
years—and when I came to pull off her stockings
they were scaly with dirt—her toe nails hung
over onc another, and when 1 took a knife she
screaimed sore-——she were not like a christian—1
-shred tears over her to see such a ragged crea-
‘ture-—=she had not been dealt with as a christian
=it was an abomination for a poor creature to
be used as she was here.”—This case, one gen-
tleman has sneered at, as merely that of ““a lousy
pauper,” and this ease is considered by Corrector
as proving the good usage of a whole class of
patients.

Mr. Scorey was a clergyman e¢ducated at
Queen’s College, Oxford, he died in the Asylam
i 1812, aged 41 years—he was three several
times in the Asylum, to which place Mrs, Scorey,
his wife, found herself compelled to return him
from the violence of his disease.—Mrs. Scorey
stated it was her habit to visit her husband fre-
quently—the trecatment he received from the
keepers was most offensive—they pushed him
into the room where she was waiting—and fre-
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quently kicked him—on her once representing
to a keeper that this was most indecent treatment
of a clergyman—she was answered, the keeper
“ thought o more of him than of a dog.” M.
Scorey was at this time fully sensible of the in-
sults he reccived—he even called to his wife for
protection—during the period of his second con~-
finement, he was always in a dirty state—~Mrs.
Scorey brought towels and washed and cleaned him
—this conduct was apparently deemed officious—
and was |1rnlmh]y the ﬂr'ﬁgiu of the brutal violence
here detailed—on one occasion, Mr. Scorey was
kicked down stairs, and fell licadlong—on
another he was seized by the collar, and his neck
squeezed fill his eyes became bloodshot. A
demeanour thus brutal, has not actually received
the applause of Corrector—but it has wholly
escaped his censuress,

—a P =

* The cases both of Kidd and Scorey involved a charge
of personal violence—the evidence as to Kidd arose from
her own expressions to her husband and daughter, the
marks of bruises on her body, and the fact of a dislocated
hip. Whether the marks exhibited on her person were to
be attributed either to ill usage or neglect might have
been doubted, had she in other points been duly attended

to. 'There seems but one alternative in the care of

maniacs—occasional accidents, or perpetual restraint—no
vigilance of superintendence can entively suffice—as the
Asylum is constructed, the keeper eannot be close at hand
to all, and sudden bursts of fury will arise in those whose

B
— e

SICERN = ——

E
i
|

R

g




R - - L et

16

On the close of Mr. Scorey’s case, it was
moved by a member of the Committee, [Mr.
Nicoll, that the inquiry should there stop—
enough, and more than enough, had been done

general state is placid. The system of perpetual restraint
is in itself horrid—it is inconsistent with bodily health,
with comfort, and with recovery—occasion al accidents are
comparatively insignificant. I will subjoin from the Re-
port of the London Sub-Committee, instances of coercion
in a celebrated receptacle for lunatics, Bethlem hospital.—
The efforts were sirenuous to withdraw this house from
the operation of the bill last sessions brought into Parlia-
ment—honourable members, themselves governors, got up
in their places—talked of the excellent regime of the
place—its physicians, its surgeons, its officers—the great
names connected with it as visitors and patrons—Ilike other
Governors, they believed all was wisest and best—to be
sure, like other Governors, they omly believed—they did
not pretend to know. In the York Asylum, there is the
strongest evidence of whatever evil gross neglect could
but Bethlem exhibits a cold premeditated system,

l}rml uce

in which coercion is to supersede the necessity of habitual
care. Amid such offences of omission and commission in

places of the highest name—can Parliament for a moment

hesitate to interfere? The Report from which I make
the following extracts, has not 1 believe been generally
girculated—its date is June 18, 1814, and it is signed
Edward Wakefield, Chairman.

¢ One of the side rooms contained about ten patients,
each chained by one arm to the wall ; the chain allowing
them merely to stand up by the bench or form fixed to the
wall, or to sit down on it. The nakedness of each patiend
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to justify an entire revision of the affairs of the
Asylum. The cases before the Committee could
not be accounted for as accidental—they were
not exceptions—they shewed the general tenor.

was covered by a blanket gown only. The blanket gown
is a blanket formed something like a dressing gmv:n, with
nothing te fasten it with in front; this constitutes the
whole covering ; the feet even were naked, One female
in this side room, thus chained, was an object remarkably
striking ; she mentioned her maiden and married names,
and stated that she had been a teacher of languages. The
keepers described her as a very accomplished lady, mis-
tress of many languages, and corroborated her account of
herself. ‘The Committee can hardly imagine a human
being in a more degraded and brutalizing situation, than
that in which they found this female, who held a coherent
conversation with them, and was, of course, fully sensible
of the mental and bodily condition of those wretched beings
who, equally without clothing, were closely chained to the
same wall with herself,

“'Fhe few minutes which the Commiitee passed with
this lady, did not permit them to form a judgment of the
degree of restraint to which she ought to be subject ; but
they unhesitatingly affirm, that her confinement with
patients, in whom she was ﬂmupt*ilt{l to witness the most
disgusting idim*f, and the most td"l'rif}'iu_gg distraction of
the human intelleet, is injudicious and improper. She en-
treated to be allowed pencil and paper, for the purpose of
amusing herself with drawing, which were given {o her
by one of the Committee,

“ Many of these unfortunate women were locked up in
their cells, naked, and chaived on straw, with only one
blanket for a covering. ;

C
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and character of the house—it was not that per-
sonal attention had been on some one occasion
omitted—that some one keeper had in a moment
of anger forgot himself—what appeared, was the
general conduct of the general body of the ser-
vants. In these observations the Committee
unanimously acquiesced—but the Archbishop of
York, decidedly agreeing with Mr. Nicoll in
principle, suggested the propriety of proceeding
with the cases on another ground—the Committee

“In the men’s wing, in the side room, six patients were
chained close to the wall—five handcuffed, and one locked
te the wall by the right arm, as well as by the right leg.
Ile was very noisy : all were naked, exeept as to the
blanket gown, or a small rug on the shoulders, and without
shoes ; one complained much of the coldness of his feet—
one of the Committee felt them—ithey were very cold.

“The patients were in no way distinguished from each
other as to disease, than as those who were not walking
about, or chained in the side rooms, were lying stark naked
apon straw, on their bedsteads, each in a separate cell,
with a single blanket or rug, in which the patient usually
lay huddled up, as if impatient of cold, and generally
ehained to the bed-place, in the shape of a trough. About
ene-fifth were in this state, or chained in the side rooms.

“ It appeared, that the wet patients, and all who were
inclined to lie a-bed, were allowed to do so, from being
less troublesome in that state, than when up and dressed.

“1In one of the cells, on the lower gallery, the Com-
mittee saw William Norris,. He stated himself to be 55

years of age, and that he had been confined about 14 years;
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stopping there, might be charged with partiality—
it might be surmised the cases not gone into
might tend to a vindication of the house—in this
very satisfactory view, Mr. Nicoll and the rest
of the Committee acquiesced, and the remaining
cases were brought on. One of the Thirkills,
when on the point of being dismissed cured,
suddenly disappeared—he did not return to his
friends at Sherburn, to whom it is known he was
much attached—and he has never since been

that in consequence of attempling to defend himself from
what he eonceived the improper treatment of his keeper,
he was fastened by a long chain, which passing through a
partition, enabled the keeper, hy going into the next cell,
to draw him close to the wall at pleasure ; tl

1at, to prevent
this, Norris muffled the chain with

straw, so as to hinder
its passing through the wall ; that he afterwards was con-
fined in the manner the Committee sqm him ; namely, A
stout iron ring was rivetted round his neck, from which a
short chain passed fo a ring, made to slide upwards op
downwards on an upright massive iron bar, more than six
feet high, inserted into the wall; round his body, a strong
iron bar, about two inches wide, was rivetted ; on each
side the bar was a circular projection, w

hich being
fashioned to, and enclosing each of hi

s arms, pinioned them
close to his sides ; this waist-bar was secure

d by two simi-
lar bars, which passing over

his shoulders, were rivetted
to the waist-bar, both before and behind ; the iron ring
round his neck was connected to the bars on his'shoulders
by a double link ; from each of these bars another short
chain passed to the ring on the upright iron bar. We

€2
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heard of—this event occurred about 11 years ago:
The other Thirkill died by violence—the vio-
lence appears to have been accidental, and the
Coroner’s Jury have recorded an acquittal of the
persons concerned in the superintendence of the
house. What Mr. Higgins has observed on this
case is most accurately correct—he complains of
falsification of entries, of deceptious statements,
sntended to mislead the public respecting the
deaths of patients, and their mode of leaving the

——

were informed he was enabled to raise himself, so as to
stand against the wall, on the pillow of his bed, in the
{rough-bed in which he lay; but it is impossible for him
to advance from the wall in which the iron bar is sodered,
on account of the shortness of his chains, which were only
twelve inches long. It is conceived equally out of his
power to repose in any other position than on his back;
the projections, which, on each side of the waist-bar, en-
closed his arms, rendering it impossible for him to lay on
his side, even if the length of the chains from his neck and
ghoulders would permit it. His right leg was chained to
the trough, in which he had remained thus encaged and
éhained more than twelve years. To prove the unneces-
sary restraint inflicted on this unfortunate man, he in-
formed the Committee, that he had for some years been
able to withdraw his arms from the manacles which en-
sompassed them. ke then withdrew one of them: and
observing an expregsion of surprise, he said,that when Iis
arms were withdrawn, he was compelled to rest them on
the edges of the circular projections, which was more pain-

ful than keeping them within, His position, we were in-
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Asylum—Mr. Higgins’ charge is that when a
patient has been destroyed by violence, he is sim-
ply said to have  died”—that when he has dis-
appeared, he is merely said to be ¢ removed”’—
and thus the entries are—the aim at deception is

abitual —the attempt to delude the public by
representations of security that had no existence,
flagrant. These cases did not call on the Com-
mittee for eensure, but they abundantly anthe-

formed, was mostly laying down, and {hat, as it was in-
convenient to raise himself and stand upright, he very
seldom did so; that he read a great deal; hovks of all
kinds ; history, lives, or any thing that the keepers could
get him; the newspaper every day; and conversed per-
fectly coherent op the passing topics and the events of the
war, in which he felt particular interest. On cach day
that the Commitfee saw him, he discoursed coolly, and
gave rational and deliberate answers to the different ques-
tions put to iim. The whole of this statement relative to
William Norris was confirmed by the keepers.

« In the publi¢ hospitals, it is customary 1o lock up the
patients in their cells at dusk ; this, in winter, is soon
after four o’clock ; and the cells are not opened until seven
o’clock the next morning. The coldness of the season
sends the patient into his bed, however he may incline to
remain awake. To him, who is darkness and utter confu-
sion within, this is no privation of comfort—no infliction of
sorrow ;—but surely fifteén hours dreary, solitary confine-
ment, in a dark cell, must tend to retard the progress of

the convalescent, and to deepen the gloom of the mind
shattered by sorrow.”
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rized the observations Mr. Higgins has brought
forwards.

The case of Mr. Wilson deserves the peculiar
attention of your Lordship—here, if any where,
the Committee erred—and that they erred, seve-
ral members of it have since ingenuously con-
fessed. Mr. Wilson was a respectable middle-
aged man, placed in the Asylum by his wife.
Mrs. Wilson, most affectionately attached to her
husband, and of a timid and susceptible charac-
ter, had considered several circumstances attend-
ing his situation with feelings of fixed horror—
the condition of his linen, often bloody

appear-
ance of personal violence exhibited on his body—
oceasional refusal of admittance—had worked up
her mind to a state of high agitation—and her
apprehensions indirectly reaching the Committee,
had prepared it for a scene of deep barbarity——
on the other hand, when the case came to be
examined, little appeared beyond what seemed,
under the circumstances, inevitable, Mr. Wil-
son had an unfortunate habit of offending his fel-
low patients—he trod on them—spit at any one
near him, and hence was inevitably subject to
occasional violence in return—the facts proved
fell so far short of the opinions preconecived, that
a perhaps too hasty decision of acquittal was the
resulf—for Mr, Wilson’s case did involve one
point of most serious moment—for some time
prior to his removal from the Asylum, his general
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health had alarmingly failed. He became ema-
ciated and feeble, and was apparently sinking
mmto the grave—on his return home, his restora-
tion to bodily health was obvious and rapid—the
fact was, his habits called for night attendance—
this had been promised, but the promise was not
performed—it was observed in the Committee,
that this was an omission scarcely to be repre=
hended in a public institution—with four keepers,
was night attendance possible to140 male patients?
It was not till the point of physicians’ fees came
to be discussed, that this case appeared in its true
light—it was then seen, that of two guineas per
week, paid by Mrs. Wilson, the physician received
£1 8s.—the house 14s. That 14s. per week was in-
adequate to procure the addition of night attend-
ance, was an admissible excuse—but was it a mo-
ment fo be endured that such a distribution of
payments should take place—that the physician
siould receive into his own pocket, what ought
to have procured that attendance, which the very
existence of a patient called for, Mr. Wilson’s
case then, when duly considered, is perhaps as
obnoxious to censure, as any'one yet alluded to.
On the 7th of January, 1814, the report of the
Committee, on the above cases, was taken into
consideration—the opinion of the Committee was
adopted as that of the Court, and a Committee
of general inquiry into the rules and management
of the Asylum was appointed, With the decision
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of this Court Mr. Higgins, on the 10th of Jannary,
ﬂi_clared himself perfectly satisfied—headds  that
in consequence of the recent proceedings,” he
believes the patients are as well treated as cir-
cumstances will permit of. Mr. Higgins’ confi-
dence was somewhat hastily adopted, and he had
soon reason to withdraw it—that the publicity
niow connected with the conduct of the Asylum,
should prove greatly and even immediately ope-
yative, was to be expected—that it should in any
short period, and under the management of the
old servants, prove a radical corrective, was be-
yond hope—even at this time, after an entire
change of servants, and under the unremitting
attention of visitors and of Committees, much re-
mains to be done, and much will long remain.
On the 24th of March, Mr. Higgins discovered
four cells, which he, with sufficient reason, deno-
minates ¢ seeret’”’—in the recent visits of Gover-
nors, they had been, if not concealed, certainly
not exhibited—and their state was such as might
well sanction the suspicion of designed omission.
Mr. Higgins’ description did not, it could not
ageravate the state of these cells, In one cell a
chain, concealed under the straw, was discovered,
and this chain was fixed in a board obviously
new. These facts gave rise to Mr. Higgins’ let-
ter, and these facts, in the fullest manner, war-
ranted that letter. The state of the cells—the
repeated omissions to exhibit them—the reluct-

¥ 4




llh“ﬂt:.-
$Ylum,
Ij‘ Dpe.
in En:.'
of the
as he.
entire
nitting
ch re-
AN,
wered
deno-
TOVers
fainly
might
iS§10M,
1d not
3{{_‘“3
ered
riously
s lets
ware
—ihe
elucte

20

AL

ance with which they were at last shown-the
chain—the newness of the board-—all conspired to
create the same impressions, and Mr. Higgins felt
himself called on, publicly to retract the confidence
he had so prematurely bestowed, and so openly
declared.

Of Dr. Best’s letter of the 2d of April follow-
ing, I would willingly omit all mention—~but
Corrector forces it on me—suflice it to say, that
in consequence of these two letiers of March 24,
and April 2, Mr. Higgins was publicly thanked,
and Dr. Best publicly censured?*~=Are these the
recollections that a wise defender would recal ?

Mr. Higgins is charged with an erroneous refer-
ence to further cases, stated by him to have been
in the hands of Mr. Nicoll, It is true, my Lord,

as stated by Corrector, that Mr. Nieoll did, on
.one occasion, refer to some cases which he de-

clared*he had not evidence to support——either the
evidence was that of hear-say, or it proceeded
from the insane themselves, or in some other re~
spect it was found insuflicient—but it is equally
true, that at the elose of the examination, Mr.
Nicoll had many other cases in his possession,
with which he certainly would have come for-
wards, had not all further inquiry become
superfiuous.

S SN N B B —_

# T'his censure was grounded on the indecorous expres-
sions of Dr. Best’s letter of April 2.
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Mr. Higgins is charged with confradiction in at
one time representing himself perfectly satistied,
and then again impugning the eenduct of the
Committee and the Governors, | Mr. Higgins has,
on no oecasion that I am aware, approved the
report of the Committee on the cases examined
into—he professes to have been satisfied with the
resohutions of the Court which sanctioned that re-
port ; but let it be remembered, that the princi-
pal resolution of that Court was, that a full in-
quiry into every species of abuse should be imme-
diately instituted—the acquiescence of the Court,
in the opinion of the Committee, was a very se-
condary ‘coricern—in' fact little more than a form.

When the general report was presented on the
Yithoof April, Mr. Higgins did not approve it—
and when he saw that menths had passed over,
and every old servant was still retained, he very
naturally professed himself by no means satisfied
with what had been done—there has, therefore,
been no contradiction, no vacillation in the mind
and ﬁ}{'}illf__‘.‘."&. of' Mr. Higgins—that he has been
uniforn in his decision is one thing, that he has
been well warranted in it, is another ; and T con-
fess Tthink be has been somewhat hard both on
the Commitfee and on the body of Governors.
He says the Committee were ¢ obliged™ to attach
blame in the cases of Kidd and Schorey. There
wasao compulsion—the Committee did it volun-
tarily, freely, unanimously—and if the terms in
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which their censure was conveyed, appear to Mr.
Higgins unbecomingly mild, let it be remember-
ed, that a lighter censure agreed to by all, was
of far more practical use than the severest repre-
hension confined to one party in the Committee—
the censure, as it stood, was a sure llarl_lingm' of
general inquiry—had it been the act of a party,
to party feelings it had probably been attributed,
and its efficiency had not unlilcely been destroyed.
The general report was like that on the cases—
unanimous, and to unanimity surely some sacri-
fice is due—its professed purpose has been fully an-
swered—a division once made, might have extend-
ed from the Committee to the Governors; it would
certainly have retarded, and might have defeated
the purposes of reform. As little has Mr. Higgins
reason to complam of the retention of servants—
before the meeting in August, no change in the
superior departments of the establishment was
possible—the rules forbad it—and it was deemed
far the surest way to have one entire remove—
the patients, in the mean-time, were little likely
to suffer, as there were now Visitors vigilant in
their duty, and Committees frequent in attend-
ance. Whether Mr. Higgins’ charge against the
Governors is ill or well founded, his complaint
is obviously misrepresented % ; his expression is
¢ It does not however appear, that any of the

T

# Corrector, p. 6.
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persons, wlo have thius abused your confidence or
betrayed tlieir trust, have yet been dismissed from
their situations, or even censured for their miss

conduct”’—and thus the case stgod—a general
vote, not that ¢ Martha Kidd is found not to

have been kept so clean as she should have been,”
the punctuation professes a correct transcript—
but that ¢ in the case of Martha Kidd, a gross
neglect of cleanliness and of attention to the per-
son, is in full proof,” had passed—but no servant
had been called before the Governors and cen-
sured—the resolution was against the house,
against the management, not against the indivi=
duals—and of this Mr. Higgins complains,

Mr. Higgins is accused of seurrilous and unjus=
tifiable representations to the House of Lords¥—
and of a most atrocious and insulting lefter to the
Governors;, in August last. 1 would not, my
Lord, entér into a confliet of epithets with Cor-
tector. 1 may yet observe-—his own phraseology
is tolerably appropriate to hisown conduct, Mur,
Higgins, understanding a petition was presented
to the House of ‘Lords, praying that the York
Asylum might be exempt from the visitation of
magistrates, appointed at the quarter sessions,
transmitted a counter-petition—he was at first
correctly informed on the subject of this petition—
he niow erroneously confesses himself to be in
ervor—sueh petition was presented. What Beth-
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~ # Corrector p. 6.
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Tem and St. Luke’s had asked in vain—what was
refused to the excellently conducted instifution at
Nottingham--10 other Asylum for Lunatics could
hope to obtain—that at York could least of all
pretend to be exempted. Mr. Higgins gives his
petition to the public—it is nof scurrilous, and it
is well justified.

I cannot, my Lord, consider Mr, Higgins’ let-
ter of the 14th of August as either atrocious or
insulting—its expressions are hasty—this Mr.
Higgins allows—but its statements are just.
M isapplication of funds is his first charge, Does
this rest on “ conjecture’ ?” Is it not avowed, that
from the most opulent patients only 14s. per week
were paid to the house, that the physician retained
whateyer further sum their weekly paymenis
might amount to ?} Is it not avowed that this

* Cuorrector, p. 13
=

+ It has never heen pretended tliat this distribution of
the payments of the superior patients was either generally
known or generally sanctioned, The vindication of the
measure yests on two points—the long-continued practice—
and the refusal of some one meeting of Governors to take
the question of the physician’s emoluments into considera«
tion. But did even this meeting know what those emolu-
ments were—or how derived? The refusal to inquire might
be founded on varipus reasons—the smallness of the meet-
ing—pressure of other business-—e ntire ignorance of any
deviation from the professed principles of the house—at
any rate, the mere refusal to inquire into facts, cannot be’
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mode of distribution was unknown to the friends
of palie:iis, unknown to the Governors of the
Asylum, unsanctioned by any existing rule—nay,

construed into a sanction of actual abuse—even if it could,
is the tacit sanction of a small meeting, unpromulgated to
the body of Governors at large, and grounded on no no-
tice, to be opposed to the known rules and principles of
the institution. I say the known rules and principles, and
I prove it thus :—In 1800, the state of the Asylum was
published—it is there said, that a few persons of better
circumstances were admitted, in order that ¢ the overflow-
ings of their weekly payments should be applied in aid of
those persons who were in narrow circumstances™”—and
the physician is allowed ¢ to take from the friends of such
patients the reasonable emoluments of his profession.” In
1813, a similar statement is given—and a similar princi-
ple held out—it is here said—* the expenses of theindigent
are reduced by the payments of the more affluent patients”—
and that the physician is authorized to receive from the
friends of the more affluent patients, the reasonable emo-
luments of his profession. A resolution in the old order
book, is evidently applicable to the principle alluded to—
it says, the patients shall be classed according to their
payments, at 8—10—12—14—16—18—and 20s. and
upwards per week—the weekly payments to discharge
board, &c. The ¢ reasonable emolument’ was ohviously
a distinct payment. 1 fear then the question of misap-
plication is brought to this point—for the late distribution
between thé physician and the house, a practice of many
years may be pleaded—aganst it, the well-known and
repeatedly published principle of the institution above
gtated, and the total absence of sanction from the

iovernors.
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is it not known that the existing rule I‘ESpecﬂng

the superior patients was, that the surplus of
their payments should aid the lower patients, and
that the physician should receive the reasonable
emoluments of his profession ? Is it not most ob~
vious that the payment of 14s. per week was not
adequate to the cost of the superior patients, and
that consequently there was no surplus to the
house, but a misapplication into another channel ?
Respecting the amount of misapplication, Mr.
Higgins may be incorrect ; but I should be ex-
tremely glad to see better proof of that incor-
rectness, than the surmises of an anonymous
pamphlet. If Mr. Higgins is wrong, a decisive
means of exposing his error is easily pointed out—
let Dr. Best state what his receipts have been.
Mr. Higgins proceeds on grounds, at least proba-
ble—they must be considered #rue, if this obvi-
ous detection of his error is withheld. Corrector
is at any rate mistaken—three guineas per week
is allowed by Dr. Best to have been in one case
paid—in how many cases this has been the amount,
and in how many it may have been exceeded, we
have no information.

Mr. Higgins next states, that the lunatic poor
have been neglected or abused. His third point
is, that the offending servants have neither been
censured nor discharged—he then alludes, in
terms of warm and generous indignation, to the
falsification of entries in the books of the Asylum,
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and to the concealment of deaths in the re-
ports of the house—to his phraseology objections
may be taken, but his charges are true—entries
were falsified—deaths were concealed—and both
habitually.

This, my Lord, is not the place for diseussing
Jegal richts, yet I cannot suffer the sarcasmns of
Corrector, respecting the visitation o f amagistrate,
to pass unnoticed. Whether in or out of his own
jurisdiction, I consider a magistrate authorized
to inquire into the treatment of a lunatic pauper,
received into any house, from a place within such
magistrate’s jurisdiction—if I am asked on what
principle, I reply on an implied condition, attach-
ing on the very act.ef reception. It may as well
be asserted, that a parent has not a right to visit
the house where his child is received, for educa-
tion—such a power, equally necessary to the well-
‘being of the pauper as the child, has the tacit
assent of the schoolmaster in the one case, of the
keeper in the other—the right, T allow, is to be
discreetly exercised—but I assert that it exists,

When I met with the charge of ¢ indelicate
disclosures,” 1 must confess an alarm seized me—
the expression was referable to but one case—
that of some unfortunate female, injured in the
Asylum—zeal had prevailed over discretion—
her name, ber rank, her family, had been pro-
mulgated to the world—such was my surmise—
but it was in the second page of Corrector’s pam-
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phlet it arose. I did not yet know my author—at
the conclusion, the subject is résumed 3% —¢¢ large
bodies of men” had béen collected together, for
the discussion of a topic deeply concerning the
public, and at a period of highest interest. The
statement of such discussion in print is—an inde-
licate disc-fﬁsﬁre—passillg over the finical cox-
combry of the phrase, I deny the principle.
The discussion for public purposes of public mea-
sures, by public men, are the right and property
of the public—a close room or an open one—a se-
lect company or a miscellaneous—it is the sub-
ject and the persons that create the right. 1f Go-
vernors, incompetent to the task, assume a leading
part—a wholesome memento will in future keep
them where they ought to be—on their seats.
If gentlemen are afraid to speak, because they
do not know they are right—or ashamed, because
they do know they are wrong—the next day’s.
¢ libel” is a most wholesome medicament of their
disease. Let every one shrinking from the inde-
licate disclosures of Corrector, lisp his pretty no-
things in the security of the tea-table—or more
manfully proclaim his thoughts_—whilst the bottle
circulated. The general Court or the special Com-
mittee is not his province—neither the prudent
object ot his wishes, nor the certain medium of
his fame,

-
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* Corrector, p, 12,
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Corrector, my Lord, in conclusion, tells us,
¢ that jf the existing regulations of the institution
had been attended to—and he knows there was
an intention to bring them into activity,” &e. &e.
—all might have been well, without the new code,
Two points are comprised i this sentence—a
comparison of the two sets of laws—and a refer-
ence to intended reform by the old Governors.
That the old eode comprised a very respectable
dead letter system of rules, I am by no means
inclined to deny—hecause I know mnothing re-

specting it, and never met with any one who did
—save and except as far as extracts are therefrom
made, in the report of-the late Committee of In~
quiry. The “ intention” of repovated activity is
new to the world—when and where was it con-
ecived, by whom expressed ? and to what did it
extend? Was this ¢ infention” evinced on the 2d
of December, when the establishment was acquit-
ted and the servants praised? On the 10th of De~
cember, when the most vehement—I had nearly
said virulent—opposition to all inquiry was exhi«
bited, and when all past possibility of error was
as vehemently disclaimed. Unable to conjecture
the time and place of such ¢ intention”—I would
ask Corrector, who were the persons intending?
or on what the ¥ intention” eould be grounded—
On existing evils acknowledged ? none were ac-
knowledged or known—On laws become obsolete

from disuse 2—as well their existence as their neg-
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lect was unthought of.3¢ In the next edition of
his énferesting work, these mysteries may chance
to be resolved.

I will here, my Lord, conclude this hasty and
perhaps needless sketch—its haste has been great
—and its use will be little—if, as I confess I
augur—Corrector—self-destroyed, has already
yielded to his fate.

I have the honor to be

Your Lorpsuaips most obedient Servant,

A NEW GOVERNOR.

* I am not quite satisfied that the past abuses of the
Asylum should be referred to in vague and indefinite
terms —fraus latet in generalibus—nor is it enough to say;
that squalidity, filth, and rags, were in too many istances
predominant—or that the means of oceupation, amusement,
or exercise, scarce existed—for that 100 patients might, in
fine weather, be once a day driven for an hour into a small
area, deserves none of these names—or that the cell was
fitted to its wretched inhabitant—without light, without
air—soaked in urine, and besmeared with ofdure—to all
this I would add a more detailed accountt, and with that
the kindness of a most estimable friend has furnished me.

mmanee 121 - BT

+ A short review of the evils which existed in the Asylum
twelve months ago, will enable the public to judge of the neces-
sity of reform, and how far those were likely to effect it who had
so long suffered it to be wanted,

E 2
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That the institution was not supported according to the prin.
ciples of its founders, and that the laws written for ils conduct,
were, with few exceptions, violated in practice, is now univer-
sally admitted ; but these are not the only charges against
the Asylum.

The internal economy and.management were bad, the num-
ber of assistants or keepers was altogether insufficient, and the
accommodations were inadequate fo the patients admitled, and
in a most unsuilable state.

Avarice appears to have been the ruling passion im the house.

The public has frequently heard what the physician thought
the reasonable emoluments of his profession. It appears that the
housekeeper received a fee on the admission of superior patients,
and declared, that she thought herself justified, no doubt by long
usage, in charging to the institution what profit she pleased on
the articles she was entrusted to purchase. The keepers acknow-
ledge to have received £100 per annum as perquisites from the
superior classes of patients ; that they took the clothes of the pa-
tients, when ¢key considered them to have been worn a sufficient
time. The gardener also recently stated, that he derived a con-
siderable income from the sale of vegelables, and from fees re-
ceived on the burial of the patients,

The chief power and management of the house were vested in
the steward, who resided at the lodge, which is at a considerable
distance. The apothecary, who was resident, did not consider
himeelf possessed of the authority to prevent the servants going
out when they pleased, and the matron exercised a very partial
and contested power. Amongst other things, she states, that
¢ having found it impracticable to prevent the ingress and egress
of the servants in the night, she has for several years ceased to
lock the back-kitchen door, before she goes to bed” We find
also, from the Committee’s Report, that < 1]1<J1_|;h the rules pro-
vide, that no servant shall absent himself from the house, for
miore than one hour without leave, it appears, that they seldom
or never ask leave, and that several of them are frequently out
late at night at the same time.”
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What must have been the state of the 200 unioriunate beings;
who depended so entirely on the conscientious discharge of the
most painful duties, by those servants, whese irregular and

1ercenary habits we have just exhibited?

It is also easy to be made appear, that the number of ate
tendants was altogether inadequate. In the year 1813, the
number of patients reported to be in the Asylum, was 199, of
whom a considerable majority were men.—These persons were
under the care of four male and three female keepers. Ii the
whole time of these keepers had been devoted to this number of
patients, and they had been equally divided under their care,
the number would have been very deficient: but the case
was far otherwise; one of the men keepers made and baked
the bread ; another, who had been a butcher, killed the pigs, and
the women keepers assisted regularly at the wash tub, It mustalso
be noticed, that the opulent patients had much more than their
equal share of this attendance.

[t will not be unfair to conclude, that two of the keepers, one
male, and one female, would be chiefly employed in attending
the patients of the highest class, which were stated to consist
generally of about 17. The house business performed by the
attendants, may be considered, as employing, at least, the time off
one of them. We have then 182 patients under the care of four

keepers, or mare than 45 to each; of these 182 patients, there
would, in all probability, be from ten to twelve of each sex, who
would require extraordinary attendance, from their foul and
offensive habits—each of these ten or twelve would afford ample
employment for one person, to preserve them in a state of de-
cency. It is impossible to show, making every allowance for the
assistance frequently derived from patients, that this class could
be properly attended to, without an absolute abandonment of the
rest ; nor could these receive more than a very small share of the
attendance they required, if the worst class were as much neg-
lected as possible. At present, with only 100 patients, of whom
s very small number are of the opulent class, four male, and
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three female attendants, find themselves fully employed in doing
Justice to their charge, without any interference of domestic
services.
One specimen of the misery induced by thé want of sufficient
attendance, and of the indiffererce with which ihe feelings or
comforts of the patients were considered by the attendants, shall
be given. A Governor of the Asylum visiting the house, accom-
panied by the architect, between ten and eleven o’clock one
morning; in the month of April last, found a male patient, with-
out any clothes whatever, standing in a wash-house on a wet
stone floof, apparently in-the last stace of decay; he was indeed
a mere skeleton ; his thighs were tiearly covered with excrement
m a dry state; and those parts which were riot so, appeared ex-
coriated, as did also some paits of his twaist: A keepér, who
was called, said, that the patient was hot accustomed to leave his
bed, that he was a perfect child, and could do nothing for himself;
that his attendant was busy killing pigs, and could not, there-
fore, attend to him. The bed which he was -sald to have left
was in the most filihy state; and corresponded with thdl of his
body. He was spokeri of by all (indeed it was impossible to see
him and consider him otherwise) as a dying man. The further
history of this poor creature proved, however, the fallacy of ap-
pearances. He was removed to dnothér part of the Asylum
where he was better attended, and, in a few months, was so
much recovered, as to be removed to kis parish, in an inoffensive,
though imbecile state of mind.

We have now oiily to show, that the accommodations were
unsuitable and inadequate. To do this, it might be sufficient to
state, that there were only 93 sleeping rooms for the 200 patients,
the resident officers, and the servanis, We must remember too,
that the opulent patients occupied more than an equal propor-
tion of this space, and the same may fairly be presumed, ds to
the servants and officers, What was the actual average space
allotted to each poor patient, it would be a matter of painful

curiosity to ascertain, At the time of the fire, there were said to
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be about 80 patients in the building which was burht. The re,
mainder, more than 110, were of course, in the main building, in
which, the present Committee find itvery difficult to accommodatg
85 patients, though the numerous and pressing applications for
admissions have induced them to allot less space to each patient
than under less urgent circumstances, they would have thought
proper. Only a small proportion of the patients have, at preseat,
a room to themselyes, and, in many instances, one bed is accus
pied by two patients. Previously to the fire, there were not
any day rooms with eontiguous airing courts. There were but
two airing courts for all the classes of patients, except the opu-
lent, who took their exercise in the garden. All the othey
classes of men were turned into one court, and the women inta
the other. There was no provision in either court, for shelter
against the rain or heat, Very few of the patients were allowed
hats, and shoes and stockings were not unfrequently wanting,
In this state, you might see more than 100 poor creatures shut
up together, unattended and uninspected by any one; the lowest
paupers and persons of respectable habits, the melancholic and
the maniac, the calm and the restless, the convalescent and the
incurable. It is needless, and it would be painful, to enumerate
the evils and the dangers resulting from this system of indiscri-
minate association. The danger of patients injuring each other,
was also very great, from their being shut up in considerable
numbers in their day rooms, without any attendant or inspector,
Nor must we forget, in this short sketeh of the domestic evils
which existed in the Asylum, that utter neglect of ventilation
and cleanliness, which rendered so many parts of the place alike
disgusting and unwholesome. It is almost impossible to conceive
any place in a more damp and offensive state, than that part of
the building called the low grates. The light, in several of the
rooms, was obstructed by the erection of pig-styes, and other dis-
agreeable offices ; and the little air which was admitted, passed
immediately over these places, The upper galleries suffered in

some degree, from the same causes as the lower one. Their ele-
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vation prevented their being damp ; they were, however, with some
exception in'favour of that part occupied by the opulent, as gloomy
as ingenuity could devise to make them, and, as defective as pos-
sible in ventilation.

This enumeration of evils will, it is presumed, be sufficient to
jus[ii}' that i]]-‘lignaliun which has been felt by gn::lltlc:u::l'. of the
County, no less than by the Citizens of York. Whether any
means less strong than those which ‘have been employed, and
which have happily succeeded in producing reform, might have
been effectual; is a question of 'probabilities, which it would
be waste of time to discuss. He who is cured of a dangerous
disorder, does not often call his physician to account for the use
of unnecessary means ; and, it will be sufficient for the public,
sufficient for the friends of patients, and amply sufiicient for every
honest governor to know, that evils have existed, and that they
are remedied.

Frinted by . Hararor e gnd Loy
Hera'd-Office, Yorki
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To William Wilberforce, Esq.
e

Dear Sir,

When 1 had the pleasure of seeing you last spring, you expressed
considerable interest in the proceedings at the Asylum, of whick
you had heard rumours, and you were desirous of further infor-
anation.

The Dean of Carlisle kappened to be in this meighbourhood in
the autumn of 1813, when a controversy respecting the Quaker’s
Retreat and the Asylum first appeared in the newspapers—=ie pre-
dicted that good would arise out of it=—and has since been particu-
lar in his inquiries as to the result, It may be preswmed’ that
there are many other persons to whom a fuller account would be
acceptable, than a comversation—a private letter—or detached
newspaper paragraphs can afford.

Several pamphlets have, however, already appeared on the sub-
Ject, which I ought to mention to you.

The first of these was, A Letter from Mr. Higgins to Earl
Fitzwilliam, on the subject of the abuses in the Asylum.—To
this letter there is subjoined .a copious and very useful Appendiz,
containing the whole of the report of the Committee of Inquiry,
into rules and management—the mew rules of the institution—
and every official document on the subject of the Asylum, which
appeared from November, 1813, to September, 1814, the period
at which Mr, Higgins published his letter.

The next publication was, A few free remarks on Mr., Higgins’s
publications—by Corrector.

To this succeeded—A Vindication of Mr. Higains from the
Charges of Corrector—by a New Governor of the Asylum,

And lastly—Retaliation—or Hints to some of the Governors
‘of the Asylume=by Mr. Atkinson, the late Apothecary,
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4 DEDICATION,

You will naturally ask, why—after so much has been written on
the subject, that the public s said to be weary of it—1I should ai-
tempt to add more 2=—I answer, that each of these publications re-
Jates only to a limited part of the History of the institution.

Mr. Higgins was unacquainted with the Asylum, and its affairs,

until the circumstance which brought it to his notice about fifteen
' months ago—His letter details chiefly those transactions in which
he himself has taken a part,

Corrector has endeavoured to expose what ke considers the errors
of Mr. Higging.

The writer in vindication of Mr. Higgins, has taken a more
exiended view of the subject—still, however, he was necessarily in
a great measure confined by his professed object, fo a furlher clu-
cidation of ¢hose proceedings, in whick Mr. Higgins had taken a
share. .

Mr. Atkinson's object, is to show the injustice with which ke con-
ceives that himself, as Apothecary, and his wife as Housekecper,
Jave been treated.

You will perceive, thercfore, that to any person desirous of in-
formation respecting the History of the dsylum in general, a more
comprelensive account was wanting, than can be obtamed f roim
any, or all of these pamphiets—Some of them, however, confain
interesting details and explanations ; and I refer you to them genc-
rally—and particelerly to Mr. Higgins's Appendiz—for furthes
information,

I am, Dear Sir,
with great respect and esteemn,

Your uost obedicnt Sercant,

JONA4: GRAY.
Yonrg, Feb. 3, 1815,
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HISTORY

YORK LUNATIC ASYLUM.

CHAPTER L.
History of the Asylum, during the Life of
Dr. Hunter.

TII [S charitable institution originated in a publie ad-
vertisement, dated the 7th August, 1772, signed by the
late Lord Archbishop Drummond, and twenty-four gentle-
men of the county of York, including the late Dr. Hunter.
Sensible of the deplorable situation of many poor lunatics 18
THIS EXTENSIVE coUNTY, who have no other support but
what a needy parent can bestow, ot a thrifty parish officer
provide, they recommended a subscription towards erect-
ing a public edifice, for the reception of such unhappy people.

On the 27th August, 1772, a very respectable meeting
was in consequence held at the Castle—the Archbishop in
the chair ; and his Grace, alter explaining the nature of
the meeting, proposed a subscription for the erecting a
suitable building for the reception of lunatics, “ being either
parish poor, or belonging to distressed and indigent
rﬂmaif“f'f:s.’“
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This proposal was unanimously approved of; the sum
of 25001. was immediately subscribed, and a Committee
appointed to further the view of the subseribers. An in-
quiry was shortly afterwards made, by the Committee, into
the number of lunatics within the three Ridings of the
county of York ; and the returns made were  so nume-
rous and alarming,” that the Committee called a general
meeting on the 30th of July, 1773, when it was resolved
that the late Alderman Carr should be cesired to give in
a plan of a building, the body of which mighi contain 54
patients, with the power of extending two wings backward
on any future ocecasion,

On the 25th August, 1773, Mr. Carr’s plan was ap-
proved of, and agreed to be carried into execution ; and
an adverfisement was directed to be published, calling for
further subscriptions and benefactions ; and  signifying to
the public that the surplus money already subscribed, and also
all future subscriptions and benefactions, are intended to be
placed out at interest, and the produce applied Towarps THE
RELIEF of parishes and private personstn indigent circumstances
sending patients ; and that the principal will be applied in
enlarging the building, for the reception of more patientsg1¥
WANTED,”

This is a quotation verbatim from the Order-book ; hut
such pains have been taken to obliterate it, that there was
ereat difliculty in deeyphering the passage,

The obliteratton will appear less exiraordinary, on re-
ference to Dr. Hunter’s subsequent assertions, that the
pubilic fund was never considered to extend beyond the build-
ng of the house, und keeping it furnished and repaired, and
that parishes were not to be relieved. (See his letter in the

Appendix, p. 2.)

Some doubts may be started as to the genuineness of

the obliterated passage, and whether it might not have

been erased h:; order, before the lllﬂ'liug‘ separated. It is
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therefore necessary to quote the advertisement “which aps
peared in pursnance of the obliterated resolution, and in
which, though the framer of the advertisement has altered
*the resolution of the meeting, there is a sutheient recog-
nition of the obliterated passage. 'T'headvertisement runs
thus :—

“ The overplus of the money now subscribed, and all
future subscriptions, will be applied in enlarging the build=
ing, if requisite ; and in the mean-time will be placed out
at interest; and the produce applied towards the relief of
parishes, and private persons in indigent circumstances,
by whom patients shall be sent in.”

In another advertisciment, dated 25th August, 1772, it
is stated, “ The surplus-money arising from this subsctip-
tion, after deiraying the expenses of the necessary build-
ings, &c. will be applied towards constituting a fund for
the maintenance of the patients.”

And in a subsequent advertisement, dated April 24,
1777, “ Should the subscriptions fortunately exceed the
charge of the necessary buildings and furniture, in that
case the overplus-money will be eonverted into a fand for
lessening the weekly payments of the patients.”

On the 11th Mareh, 1774, Drs. Hunter, Withers,
Swainston, and Wallis, reported as follows :—

“ Upon the supposition that 54 patients will constantly
be in the house, we are of opinion, that+ one head keeper,
one matron, three men servants, and three women servants,
with the assistance of such patients as are quiet and go-
vernable, will be suflicient for all the necessary business

i rE e ——

* In the original resolution, a fund for the poor is the prominent ohject; and
'l.al-l-llﬂ'it:g'i are secondary. In the advertisement the order is reversed.
t+ The number of attendants in 1813, was precisely the same for 200 patients
2¢ the four Physicians in 1774 had thovght necessary for 54.
B 2
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of the house. As much depends upon the eare and »bili-
ties of the House Apothecary, we recommend to the Com-
mittee to procure 2 person for that oflice, who has been
brought up at Bedlam, or St. Luke’s.”

In April, 1777, an advertisement appeared in the news-
papers, stating; that the expense of the main building, and
of the necessary offices, had so far exceeded the estimate,
that they could not he finished and furnished in the plainest
manner, nor could the bills already brought in be fully
discharged, without an additional sum of money.

In the same month, an * Earnest Application” was ad-
dressed to the public, concerning the state of the Asylum,
soliciting donations. It is here stated, * That no attend-
ing Physician or Surgeon will receive either fee or reward,
as long as the Hospital continues to receive only paupers,
or persons in low and indigent circumstances, agreeable
to the original design of the charity.”

On the 20th of September, 1777, apartments were open-
ed for the reception of ten patients, at 8s. per week each :
and the following salutary rule was adopted at the meet-
ing that day :—* No keeper or hired servant of the Asy-
lum to accept any money or other gratuity for his or her
own use, on the behalf of any patient, on any pretence
whatever.”

On the 21st of September, (the day after the Asylum
was opened,) a meeting of the Committee took place ;—
present—Dr. Hunter, Mr. Johusou, Re . Mr. Preston,
two Messrs. Jubb, and Dr. Wallis. On this occasion, the
following resol.tion was passed :—

¢ Tt is the sense of this Committee, that it is most pro-
per to have one Physician only, for the Asylum, and Dr.
Hunter being desired to attend as such, he consentea
thereto.”

In this resolution, as in a former one, there are some
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erasures ; and the clause  unfil the next general meeting"
seems to have formerly concluded the sentence :— though
there is considerable difficulty in asceriaining pre-
cisely what the words have been.—In point of fact, how-
ever, Dr. Hunter’s appointment by this Committee, although
never confirmed, must have been aequiesced in by the
Governors at large.

The whole of the donations having been exhausted in the
buildings, there remained no {und for the maintenance of the
patients: and hence the indigent were virtually excluded.
—A jealousy began to exist in the minds of the publie,
that as the additional sums from time to time subseribed,
continued to be expended in buildings, the intention of
the foundation would be wholly frustrated. Lady Gower
and other benevolent ladies, therefore, about the year
1778, contributed Lberal donations to the charity, under
this express condition, that the money should be applied
t for the welief of patients only;” (i. e. not laid out in
buildings.) By means of these donations, there was es-
tablished in the year 1778 , a fund called the * Reduction
Fund;” the principal of which was vested in the publie
funds; and the dividends were to be applied in reducing
the weekly payments of those patients, in low cireum-
stances, who pay for themselves, and have no parish relicf,

Still, however, the assistance aiforded by this fund was
extremely inadequate to the purpose ; the weekly charges
were higher than persons in distressed eireumstances could
afford to pay; and many parishes would not be at the ex-
pense of maintaining their paupers in the Asylum. Hence
the number of patients continued to be small.—This state
of the institution led to an important change of system.
It was determined at the August meecting, 1781%, that

e n— e s woco e

% 1784 is the date of some useful directiops for the subordinate officers and
gervants,
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a limited number of patients of a “ superiar’ or “ opulent”
¢lass, or as they are sometimes described, patients  in easy
circumstances,” or “ of a better condition,’—should be ad-
mitted at a suitable rate of payment ;—in order * focreate
the means of relieving the necessitous.”

This plan, though unexceptionable in itsclf, was liable to
abuses, and required extreme vigilance in its execution,
A resolution was at the same meeting passed, that a Com-
mittee of 7 should be appointed, the Physician to be one;
and that any two of this Commiftee should have the
power of fixing the payments of the patients. Till this
period, Dr. Hunter had been Physician gratis; and had he
continued so, the vigilance of the Committee might have
been a sufficient guard against abuses. But after opulent
patients had gained admission, it was soon discovered that
it would be highly unreasonable to expect from the Phy-
sician a gratuitous attendance on these, who, as it is ob-
served, “ would in another place have been his own
privale patients.”

Dr. Hunter was therefore requesied by the Governors at
the August meeting 1785, “ to do justice to his own in-
terest by reeeiving from the friends of such patients the
reasonable emoluments of his profession :" and by one of
the rules it was ordered ¢ that such patients shall pay rea-
gsonable fees to the Physician for his attendance.™

From this period, the influence of the Physician upon
the Committee must have been injurious; and after
three or four years we cease to hear of any Committee.

To what number the opulent class was originally re-
stricted does not appear ;, it certainly was limited ; but a
blot of ink has obliterated the word in the Order-book :
No doubt the Physician weuld be inclined to admit as many
ppulent patients as possible. :

The salutary regulation against the taking of presents
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by the servants was presently repealed. Tt had been ops
dered that a board should be put up in the Hall to pro-
hibit any money being given; but on the 7th July, 1785,
it was resolved that this Order, “ and the proceedings
therein had been rescinded.”

There is a resolution soon after this period of rather
a curious nature,

* The Committee having taken into their considerition
the present improved state of this Asylwn, and the pre-
sent stock of the County Hospital at York, are of opinion,
that the Annual Sermon # which has for many years been
preached by some benevolent clergyman, may after this
year be discontinued ; and that it would be desirable that
the same favour be for the future desired for the henefit of
the County Hospital.”

Dr. Hunter had not enjoyed for more than two years
the privilege of taking fees, when he requested the Go-
vernors to allow him as an experiment, a salary of 200 /.
for one year, in licu of fees. The Doector’s letter on this
occasion deserves attention, and is inserted in the Appendix,
page 1.

This proposition appears to have originated in upright
as well as prudential motives. Though the patients of the
highest class have been termed “ afffuent,” the amount of
their payments has deubtless been exaggerated by report ;
and the amount probably never averaged more than a
guinea and a half per weck for each patient,

It is not uncommon for patients possessing an income
of from 3001. to 5001. per annum, to be placed in such es-
tablishments at a payment of a guinea or a_guinea and
a half per week: deprived of those comforts to which

-l

* The Sermon always produced from 801 to 120 I.:—but probably the
friends of opulent patients might revolt at the mention of a Charity Sermon.
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they have been accustomed. Tt is not probable that thoga
who from mercenary motives place their friends in such
establishments as the Asylum, at a payment of less than
1001. per annum, for board, lodging, and medicines, would
be liberal in their fees to the Physician. Dr. Hunter
would find a difficulty in obtaining even those “ moderate
and reasonable” fees which the Governors had sanetioned.
<« Hitherto,” (observes the Doctor, in a long explanatory
letter, dated 5th January, 1788) * these fees have been
snoderate indeed.”” Unless, therefore, the Physician were to
violate the rules of the Institution, and abuse the confi-
dence of the Governors, by appropriating to himself a por-
tion of the payments to the Charity, there was no alterna-
tive but the proposition of a fixed salary. Dr. Hunter
hints broadly at the temptations thrown in his way by the
existing plan. ¢ Taking fees at the discretion of the at-
tending Physician from patients of better condition, may at
a future period be attended with bad consequences.”  And
again, in his letter of the 5th Jemuary, 1785, speaking of
fees.—* I do not approve of a discretional power of that
nature being in the hands of any man” 1n return for the
abolition of fees, the Doctor advised, that the payments of
the affluent patients should be inereased, for the benefit of
the general fund; and that from this fund an equitable
and determinate sum should be given to the Physician, in
thie room of fees.

"This proposal of Dr. Hunter was adopted for a year; at
the end of which, probably the income of the Institution was
found inadequate to meet the salary. Itis also well known,
that Karl Fitzwilham and others of the old Governors, ob-
jected against a salary to the Physician from the funds,
cullceh?ng that the aitendanece on the poorer classes {m;_:;ht
to be gratis. On one or both of tliese grounds, probably—

the Governors on the 23d August, 1788, requested the
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Physician, “ henceforth to receive such inoderate and reason-
able ¥EEs from the class of AFFLUENT patients, As HE was
ACCUSTOMED TO RECEIVE HERETOFORE.”

It was about this period that the late Rev. Mr. Mason,
(Precentor of York) Dr. Burgh, Mr. Withers, and other re-
spectable individuals, were alarmed at the growing influ-
ence of the Physician over the proceedings of the Go-
vernors. They contended that as parish paupers were
originally objects of the charity, the system of charging
for the paupers the full amount of their actual maintenance,
and of reducing the payments of these indigent patients
only who did not receive parish relief, was contrary to the
design of the original donors, and was in effect to exclude
parish paupers irom the Asylum. On the other hand, Dr.

Hunter, and the Governors speaking his language, with

some reason maintained, that it was more in the true
spirit of charity to relieve necessitous individuals, than to
ease and accommodate the opulent proprietors and inhabi-
tants of a parish. The Doctor had also a further objec-
tion, which with him had doubtless considerable weight,
after he had begun to study the accommodation of affluent
patients, “ I am convinced, (lie says) that at no time the
payments from the parish poor should be reduced; as
under such an alteration, the house would be immediately
filled with the lowest and meanest of the poor, tothe exclu-
sion of those of a middling rank and in low circumstances,
for whom the Asylum was originally construeted.”

In the admission of the epulent patients, and their eme-
luments fo the Physician, Mr. Mason and his friends ima-
gined they saw the Asylum converted irom a public charity,
into an hotel, for the reception of persons of condition only.
—It appeared to them that the promised advantages did
not arise from this change in the constitution ; and that the
sum appropriated irom the surpluses of the affluent to the

G
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relief of the poor, bore no due proportion to the income
avising irom the former—hence, they suspected that Dr.
Hunter did not content himself with fees, but applied =
part of the income of the charity to his own use.—
The Doctor however had the address to persuade the
Governors that these objections arose not from pure or
charitable motives, but from personal hostility. The Go-
vernors had no suspicion of Dr. Hunter’s integrity ; they
disregarded the remonstrances of Mr. Mason and Dr.
Burzh ; and the effect produced was only to confirm the
power and influence of Dr. Hunter.

It was in 1738 that Mr. Mason published his * Animad-
versions on the present Government of the York Lunatic
Asylem.”

At the Anpual mecting in August 1788 it was resolved,
¢ that the thanks of this Court be givea to Dr. Hunter, the
Physician, for his great attention to all the interests of this
institution, espeeially for his assiduous care and suecessiul
treatment of the patients ; and, particularly at this tune, for
the disinterestedness of his whole conduct from the first
establishment of the Asylum to the present day.”

Resolved © That the Governors present rely upon the
candour of the Subseribers to give eredit to their assur-
ances, that o sinister motives ever have influenced or ever
can inflwence their condwet. They trust that all the regu~
lations they have established, and the whole ecconomy of
the institution, have mérited the approbation of every Sub-
seriber ; and they hope that all will agree with them in
epinion, that such Gevernors as proless themselves friends
to the Asylum, would express their good-will to it much
better by attending in their places at the times of meeting,
and there giving their advice for the regulation and im-
provement of the institution, than by prejudicing the minds
of the public by their misrepresentations.”
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Dr. Hunter shortly afterwards published an anonymous
answer to Mr. Mason, in a “ letter to the Governors,”

To Mr. Mason, however, and his friends, the public and
the supporters of the charity are indebted for the fund
called Lupton’s fund, which promises te be of essential
service.

The late Rey. Dudley Rockett, (a friend of Mr. Mason)
was executor of Mr. Lupton, who left a considerable sum,
at the disposal of his executor, to charitable uses. M.
Mason, on the 1st October, 1789, introduced Mr. Roekett
to the Governors as an intended donor to the charity.
Mr. Rockeit as exeeutor of Lupton, gave a benefaction of
400L : and Mr. Mason himself 1001.— to be appropriated
SOLELY for the maintenance of Lunatic parisn PAuPERS,
AND OTHER INDIGENT LUNATIcs within the City, Ainsty,
and County of York.” * The dividends were directed to

* These are the words of the griginal entry in the Order-book ; hut after a
period of 6 years, Dr. Hunter prevailed an the Governors to erase and alter a
part of the clanse. Mr.Mason, though a poet and a genius, was, it seems, slovenly
and obscure in his uze of adverks; aond the Court of Governors is found after
an interval of 6 years, sitting in critical jodgment on Mr. Mason’s style, and
shifting the adverb to the end of the sentence.

It now stands thus—"* to be appropriated for the maintenance of Lunatic
Parish Paupers, and other indigent Lunatics wilhin the City, Ainsty, and
Counly of Fork ONLF.” A Memorandgm appears in the margin that the
alteration was made in conseguence of a verbal order of a General Court,
."!l.llglir[, 28, 1795. The accurate reader will consider how far the declared in-
tention of Lupton’s executor is varied by this alteration.  His favourite object
certainly was—either—solely the MaxTENANCE of lunatics—in opposition to
expenses of buildings and furniture; or solely the mainlenance of parish
FPAUPERS AND OTHER INDIGENT LUNATICS—in opposition to thatof (ke aiuent.
But as the sentepee now stands, it :|J1],~_1;I|~ in fulure be -,:'|_|1pl:._u:-'.ﬂd to be the parii-
cular and pointed ohject of Laupton’s fund to confine its benefits to the ** City,
Ainsty, and County of Tork only.”” This though one of its objects, was com-
paratively subordinate. .
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aceumulate until the Archbishop of York for the time being
should think the fund so considerable that the dividends
might be applied to the intended purpose. Mr. Wilber-
force, Mr. Henry Thornton, Dr. Burgh, and others, shortly
afterwards contributed to the same fund.—(See Ap-
pendix p. 52.)

The creation of a fund like this, solely for the benefit of
the poor, and to be brought into operation, not at the will
of the donors, but at some future and indefinite period, at
the discretion of the Archbishop of York, can scarcely be
attributable to any other than pure and benevolent motives,
Tt was not calculated to affect the system of Dr. Hunter,
till long after Hunter himself would probably be no more.

Y et a jealousy was entertained of the fund—In 1791 2
rule was passed, excluding future contributars to Lupton’s
fund and the Reduction fund, from the privileges of Go-
vernors, on the alleged ground, that these funds are “ in-
tended for partial and not for general purposes.” ‘The
objects of these funds, however, are precisely those of the

original foundation of the charity.—Lupton’s fund soon
ceased to be noticed in any advertisements, or reports, re-
lating to the charity; ner were the names of contributors
to it made public. '

In August 1794 a motion, “that a statement of Lupton’s
fund, from its commencement to the time being, be annu-
ally published, together with the general state of the
Asylum,” was rejected as “ FuLL OF IMPROPRIETIES !"
Under all these discouragements, the fund is gradually
though silently accumulating, and it now consists of 74501
3 per cents consolidated.

In the year 1790, Dr. Hunter advertised in the news-
paper a “ House of Retirement, for persons of condition
only,” although he had lately declared in a letter to the
Governors, that the Physician’s establishing a house of
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his own ¢ would evidently counteract the design of the
original foundation of the Asylum.”

This measure was effected without any notice on the
part of the Governors ; except a proposal by Mr, Mason
in October 1760, that the assertion (which still continued
to be made in the quarterly advertisements)—that “ this
institution is intended to lessen the number of private mad-
houses *,’—should in future be omitted. Mr. Mason’s
motion was negatived !

A circumstance, apparently of a trivial nature, was about
this period remarkable for the event to which it led. Inthe
year 1791, a female of the Society of Friends was placed
in the Asylum ; and her family residing at a considerable
distance, requested some of their acquaintance to visit her.
The visits of these friends were refused;, on the ground of
the patient not being in a suitable state to be seen by
strangers—and, in a few weeks after her admission, death
put a period to her sufferings. 'This circumstance, related
by Mr. Samuel Tuke, in his © Description of the Retreat,™

# Two public, and numerous private mad-houses, in York and the vicinity
have been established—all of them apparently owing their existence to the
York Asylum.—The following is a list for 1515,

The Quaker’s Retreat—(in the East Riding.}

The Appendage to ditto.—(in the Suburbs of York.)

Hunter's House of Retirement—(now Dr. Best’s.)

House on Barker Hill—(Dr. Best.)

House at Clifton—(Dr. Belcombe and Mr. Mather.)

Barker's, in the Groves—{ Ditio.)

Midgeley’s House, on Lord Mayor's Walk,

House at Upper Helmsley—(Mr. Beal.)

House in Gillygate—(Mr. Backhouse.)

House at Acomb—(Mr. Taylor.)

House at Osbaldwick —(Mr. Hornby.)

House at Heslington=(Mr., C, Atkinson,)

Touse at Acomb—(Mr. Ekipwith,
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is stated to have first suggested to the Quakers, the pro-
priety of attempting an establishment for persons of their
society—which it was shortly afterwards determined to
institute.

Mr. Mason and his friends for some time continued their
endeavours, to procure some improvement in the manage-
ment of the Asylum ; but their efforts were ineffeetual. A
specimen or two may suflice.

At the August meeting 1793, Mr. Withers moved that
an annual subscription of one guinea and upwards be ad-
mitted, for the benefit of the Asylum. This was negatived.

At the August meeting, 1794, Dr. Burgh moved * that
a Commiittee be appointed, to inqure into the state of the
charity, with respect to its constitution, its management,

its receipts and disbursements, from its commencement, and
that they be required to report the same at the next gene-
ral annual court.”” This was also negatived,

From this period, the opponents seem to have abandoned
the matter as hopeless. From Lupton’s Fund they might
indeed expect some advantage at a future and remote
period. ¢ Cast thy bread upon the waters, and thou shalt
find it after many days”—might afford them some conso-
lation; yet what assurance had they that this fund, being

connected with the Asylum, would not be perverted from
its intention, and brought under the sole controul of the
Physician ¢ It cannot be doubted, therefore, that Mason,
and Burgh, and Vyithers, quitted the world under an im-
pression that their labours in this benevolent eause had
been worse than useless, having been repaid only by ob-
lu-;luy' and misrepresentation,

1794 is the latest period in which we hear of any oppo-
sition to the plans of Dr. Hunter ; it is also the latest pe-
riod in which we hear of visitors. From 1782 to 1794,
visitors had been occasionally appointed; Dr, Hunter being
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however, usually one. From the period that the Governors
of the Asylum ceased to be watched, the very name of
visitation appears to have been unheard of.

About the year 1795, an extensive wing was added to
the building—In 1797 Mr. Surr was elected Steward,
and Mr. Atkinson, Apothecary: those offices having be-
fore been umited in one person—In 1798, Dr. Hunter
was induced to wish for an assistant in the superintendence
of the Asylum, and of his various private places of con-
finement for lunatics. On the 14th of October, 1798, Dr.
Hunter communicated to the court his intention to instruet
a medical gentleman in the practice of the Asylum, and
“ {o communicate to HIM ONLY, the forms of the medicines
prepared by himself.” The Doctor stated that he judged
this proceeding necessary to obviate any wconvenience that
might arise from his death or retirement. 'The court recom-
mended the proceeding to the consideration of the Annual
meeting, being of opinion that the proposed communication
would contribute to the yremeral good of such persons, as
might at a future time become the objects of the charity.

The August meeting 1799, permitted the Doetor to take
a pupil or pupils.

From 1797 to 1804, there was a gradual diminution in
the number of Governors; the average number of new
contributors being only two in a year—From 1805 to
1809, in prospect probably of the election of a Physician,
there was a consideratle annual influx.

In December, 1804, Dr. Best was introduced into the
Asylum, as pupil to Dr. Hunter, with the approbation of
the Governors, and on this occasion, Dr. Hunter wrote
the letter to Mr. C. Atkinson, which is inserted in the
Appendix, p. 8. This leiter the Governors directed to
be inserted in their order-book, and that all the directions
contained in it should be observed.
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Speaking of Di. Best, Dr. I[tll!ti'l.' says, “ to assist his
studies in this obscure branch of mu!:rme} [ mean freely to
disclose to him the manner of preparing the different me-
dicines, so successfully made use of at the Asylum; and of
which the composition is unknown to every person but
myself.”

Do the Governors and the public then really believe
that Dr. Hunter communicated to his successor the secret
of some extraordinary nostrum, for the cure of insanity?
~—That he could

- * Minister to a mind diseased 3

Raze out the written troubles of the brainj
And with some sweet oblivious anfidole
Cleanse the fonl bosom of that perilous stoff,
Which weighs upon the heart #’—

Surely it were better to ¢ throw physic to the dogs,”
than thus impose upon the eredulous.

e

Number of patients in the Asylum, at different
periods, during the life of Dr. Hunter:

1777 —— 10 1703 —— 74
1778 —— 23 1794 —— 8D
1779 — 23 1795 — 83
1780 —— 28 1796 —— 83
. 1781 —— 4} 1797 ——= 85
1782 ~—— 32 1798 —— 96
1783 —— 39 1709 —— 0D
1784 —— 37 1800 —aes 112
1785 —— 43 | ol by st
1786 —— 47 1802 e 127
1787 —— 55 1803 —— 130
1iER —— AH 1804 .- Tdl
1739 —— 72 1805 —— 142
1790 —— 75 1806 — 150
1791 —— %0 1807 —— 166
1792 ——— 74 1805 ———— 188
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CHAPTER II.

The History continued.— From the acecession of
Dr. Best, until the decision of the Governors
upon the gase of Vicars.

i

EFVE have seen Dr. Hunter introducing Dr. Bést as his
;..:rupil; in other words, as his intended suecessor.—In con=
sequence of Dr. Best's precarious state of health, he was
induced, in the autumn of 1808, to removye to Lisbon; and
Dr. Hunter became apprehensive that, in the event of his
own death, the election might be in favour of Dr. Belcombe,
the Physician to the Retreat, against whom he had uni-
formly avowed an antipathy. He therefore, on the 23d of
March, 1809, (a short time before his death,) addressed a
paper to the Governors, * respecting the medical regula-
tions of the Asylum ,” which was ordered to be taken into
consideration at the Annual meeting in August. In this
paper, (which cannot now be found) he is understood to
have recommended the appointment of three Physicians,
with fixed salaries, in lieu of fees ; and that they should be
graduates of one of the Emnglish Universities, or of Edin-
burgh, Glasgow, or Dublin. This propoesal, if adopted,
would have excluded Dr. Belcombe, who graduated at an
University on the Continent.

A few weeks afterwards Dr. Best, unexpectedly, re-
turned to England—Dr. Hunter died—and on the 19th
of July, 1809, Dr. Best was elected sole Physician. These
circumstances help to explain what would otherwise appear

D
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very exiraordinary—the inattention of the Governors to
the last recommendation of their deceased Physician on
the subject of medical regulations. 'The Annual court
in August, 1809, resolved, that “ 1N cONSEQUEN€E OF THE
DEATH oF Dr. HUNTER, ot 25 not necessary to take into con-
sideration the paper presented by him at the Quarterly court
on the 23d of March last ;—and which was then directed to
e produced at the Annual meeting.”

To guard against such dangerous proposals as that of
Dr. Hunter for increasing the number of Physicians, the
same meeting also resolved, ¢ that no proposition for in-
creasing the number of officers of this institution shall be
made, except at the General Annual meeting, nor taken
into consideration but at a Special court then to be ap-
pointed, and to be holden within three months from the
said General Annual meeting, and of which Special court,
notice shall be given in the York papers.”

At this meeting a proposition was submitted by the
Magistrates of the County, for uniting with the Asylum
an establishment under the provisions of the 48th of George
the 3d. c. 96. This proposition was rejected, * as incon-
sistent with the nature and character of this institution—
and the Magistrates of the North and West Ridings have
since determined on the erection of buildings for the re-
ception of their pauper lunatics.

It is obaervable that the reception of parish paupers was
a part of the original design, both of the Asylum and of
Lupton’s fund.—The Asylum, therefore, must always con-
tinue open to parish paupers: or otherwise the excluded
paupers may justly claim a portion of its funds, as having
been created for their benefit.

On the 28th of January, 1813, a rile was adopted on
Dr. Best’s proposition, “ that no person shall be allowed to

visit any of the patients without a special written order of
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admission, signed by the Physician.” At this resolution, so
worded as in effect to close the doors against the Gover-
nors themselves, some of them may be supposed to have
taken umbrage. It is certain at least, that at the next
meeting (February 8, 1813) it was determined to alter the
resolution, and it was ordered to stand thus; * that no
persons unconnected with the Asylum shall have the liberty
of visiting any of the paticnts without a printed order of
admission, signed by the Physician.

Dr. Best had now obtained an absolute dominion ; every
thing was under his sole controul. Official visitation had
ceased, and all intrusive observation was shut out. The
Governors had confidence in the Physician ; and no per=
sons, except Governors, could enter the Asylum without
his permission. At no period had a change in the manage-
ment of the institution seemed more hopeless.—During
the vacancy after Dr. Hunter's death, there was a fair
opening for some approximation to the original design of
the institution ; and ap attempt was at that time made, by
a surviving contributor to Lupton’s fund, to recal the at-
tention of the Governors to the subject*. But this tem-
perate and seasonable representation had been disregarded.
There had then been an influx of new Governors; and the
paramount consideration seemed to be, to invest Dr. Best
with the situation and undiminished emoluments of sole
Physician, No reference was made to the original design;
no guards were placed against abuses.—Every avenue {o
relorm, therefore, seemed now elosed,

At this juncture, a controversy arose in the n ewspapers,
which it appears proper to notice as connected with this
histery.—The growing celebrity of the Quaker’s Retreat
(an institution of which the origin has been noticed) had

* See a Pamphlet, entitled ** Qbservations on the present state of the York
Lunatic Asylom.” (1509.)
Dg
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vendered it an object of general attention; iis rules and
modes of treatment were the frequent subject of inquiry.

In 1818, Mr. Samuel Tuke published a “ Lescription of
the Retreat:” and recommended * a more mild system of
treatment than has been generally adopted.” Dr. Best con-
ceivinir this to intend a reflection on his Asylum, attacked
Mr Tuke by a letter in the newspapers *. Mr. Tuke, in
reply, disclaimed all int: ention of alluding to the Asylum.—
Soine anonymous paragraphs, Irom different hands, atter-
wards appeared ; intimating a suspicion that all was not
right at the Asylum, and that under its present system,
abuses must be the unavoidable result. It is not intended
to swell these pages with the detail of the newspaper

——m L5 =TS

# @« To tag Epitort o THE York HEeraLp,
8ir,

When a vessel or a fort becomes the subject of attack, it matters mot whiethier
hostilitics be earried on by storming, boarding, grape or shells, or by sapping,
mining, catamaran, or torpedo. The intended effect is the same, a nd the same
neeesity exists for active difetice,  In like manner, when an attempt is made
to-injure the reputation and interests of any pubhic bady, or private individoal,
it is af little moment 1o the assailed party, whether the measure b arcomplished
by open libel, or masked insinuation. 1f no means of defence are employed,
{he miischief may be equal from either method, and it is, therefore, equally in-
cembent on the objeet of either species of atthick, to notice and repel it.

The following brief statement will ilhustrate these remarks ;==

In an account of the Quakers’ Retreat for Lunatics wear York, published &
ghort time agoe, some I||- hly indecorous and i ml IFONE Insinnations were thrown
out lt-r«-ﬁ:,n gt other Fstablishments for the same purpose, the intended ap 1]|.I|.“' 10
of which fio onc could misande retand, and which were as strikingly illibéral,
as they were grossly unfounded.  To this dttack it was ot thonght necesaty
to reply ; but a PRINTED HAMD-BILL having been recently received,
which informs its readers in terms characteristic of similar productions, that the
PHYSICIAN fo the Quakers’ Retreat, has formed an establishment for the
reeeption of pertons afflicted with insanity ** with a view to infroduce, on a
small scale, ihe mild methods of treatment in use ol thal Irstitation,” it would

be an act of culpable supineness, to allow it to pass by, without some degree of

potice, It mnst he abvious to every one, that the words of this Advertisement
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controversy; though a collection and - republication of
the different articles in their order, would form a curi-
ous episode to the History of the Asylum.—It seems, How-
ever, fair to observe, that the Retreat being a receptacle
for Quatkers only, its managers could derive no advantage
by depreciating the character of the Asylum.—These were
not rival institutions. The Physician of the Asylmmn, theres
fore, at the fountain head of Lunatic practice, might surely
have permitted the quiet unoffending Quaker to partake
of the stream at some distance below him—without pre-
fering the accusation—* You disturb the water I am drinks<
ing.”

In the month of October, 1813, (the period of this
controversy) a parish pauper who bad been sent by
Mr. Higgins, a Magistrate of the West Riding, to
the Asylum, returned in a state which indicated neg-
leet. The man’s relations complained to Mr. Higgins;

{ which may be considered in the light of a fnrpr.rfn} were intended to impose 8
belief on its readers, that methods of treatment of an opposite descriptiori, wére
employed at the other Establishments for insne persons in York and its Vici-
nily; an insinuation in itself as disingenuonz, and as totally destitute of found-
ation, as the manner of making it is perfectly unprofestional, and palpably
incorréct.

The object of this letter being merely to expose these procesdings, from &
sense of duty to others, and of juslice to the Writer’s self, all feelings of pers
sonal animdsity are utterly discliimed ; at the same time, should any one be
desitons of ascertaining your Correspondent’s name, which it is not thought
necessary to aébtrude opon the public; it may be easily known by inquiry at
your office,

¥ am, Sir, &«c.
EVIGILATOR.”
Yorxk, Sept. 23, 1818,
il

As Evigilafor seems conversant in mililary tactics, he might have learnf a
fesson fromn the events which were al this {ime passing on the Conlinent, The
Empeéror of the Fretich, in the zenith of his power, had made an unprovoked
allack on Moscowo.— He itas now obliged to fight for ks oun Capital,
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—and that gentleman stated the circumstances to Dr.
Best
case before the public. Dr. Best deprecated the publica-
tion ; assuring Mr. Higgins that the circumstanees should

at the same time intimating his intention to lay the

be investigated by the next Quarterly court. 'The Doctor
then published an advertisement, appointing the Quarterly
court to be held on the 2d of December, (six weeks earlier
than the usual time) and calling upon any persons what-
soever, having “ any thing to allege against the manage-
ment or treatment of the patienis, to take that opportu-
nity of bringing forward their eharges.”—Dr Best does
not appear to have thought any sanciion of the Governors
necessary, previous to this step,

A few days beiore the Quarterly eourt, Mr. Higgins
published the statement in the Appendix p. 6 —His object
evidently was, not only to call the general attention of the
Governors to the case, but to draw the eyes of the public
upon their proceedings. and thus to induce them to act
with the greaier circumspeetion.

Owing to the concurrence of several circumstances, Mr.
Higgins's statement produced an impression on the public
mind, beyond that which a mere solitary instance of neg-
leet was caleulated to do. 'The animadversions of Mr.
Mason and his friends, had long ago convinced many re-
spectable persens that the system of the institution was ra-
dically bad. It was the general opinion that the rich pa-
tients were attended to, and the Physician benefited, but
the poor were neglected. 1t was also suspeeted that the
attendants were unfeeling and harsh in their treatment of
the patients ; and circumstances oceasionally came to light

which confirmed the suspicion ¥, Dr. Best’s recent attack

P i ———

#* Tn mention one within my own ohservation, About fifteen Years ago an
anfortunate youne man, who had been my class-fellow at school, hecawe de-

ranged whilst at Cambridge.  His mother, a person in limited cirenmstances,
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o Mr. 5. Tuke and Dr, Belcombe, and the controverssy
to which it gave rise, assisted to éxcite a more than ordi-
nary attention to Mr. Higgins’s case of alleged abuses;
and the eyes of the public were anxiously turned to the
proceedings which the Governors would adopt at theie
Quarterly meeting.

THE QUARTERLY COURT was attended by

twenty-seven Governors; at that time an unusual num-

ber. Mr. Higgins's statement was read ; after which, the
accused servants of the house were called in and sworn.
They denied upon oath, the truth of the charges.—No
other evidence was called for, nor was any minute com-
mitted to writing of what had been sworn by the servants.

Before the meeting separated, the following resolutions
were passed, and were directed to be advertised in the
York and Doncaster newspapers,

“ The Governors having taken into their consideration
the statement published in the York and other news-
papers, respecting the treatment of WILLIAM VICARS,
lately a Patient in this Asylum, and having examined
UPON OATH SUCH WITNESSES AS WERE
COMPETENT TO AFFORD IN FORMATION ON
THE SAME, are unanimously of opinion, that during

placed him in the Asylum, where his health was ra
pressed a wish to see me ;

pidly declining, He ex-
I called, and was introduced to him in a room (L
believe the kitchen) through which the attendants were occasionally passing.

Ie appeared thin and emaciated 3 and there were black marks on his hands,
which the keepers said were occasioned by his sitting too near the fire, He
was perfectly c-rIJ:-ctcrI-—c-urnpl.-J,inm! much of the want of his books—and
begged to return home to his mother, The keepers were aware that this was
the point which part cularly touched his feelings. * Yon'll go home to your
mother, Mr. Green, will you >—You want to go home to your mother, don't
you, Mr. Green "—was the language repeatedly and tauntingly addressed o
him by the keepers, My unfortunate friend, thus delivered to the tormentors .,
ified

¢ in the Asylum a few months afterwards, {(Aug. 22, 1801.)
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the time that the said William Viears vemained in the
Asylum, he was treated with ALL POSSIBLE CARE,

ATTENTION, AND HUMANITY.

RESOLVED,
That whilst the Governors are at all times ready and
anxious to promote an inquiry into the supposed existence
of any abuse in the conduct of this institution, they cannot
but regret the made by which an ex-parte statement of the

cause, which has this day come under their consideration,
has been circulated in several newspapers previeus to an
opportunity being afforded to the Governors of a regular

investigation of the grounds of the complaint.

RESOLYED,
That this Court be adjourned to FRIDAY the 10th
day of December instant, at Twelve o’clock.”
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CHAPTER IIL

Influx of new Go-

vernors, and investigation of further cases of

The History continued.

abuse,

T EE—

TEIE publication of the resolutions upen the ecase of
Vicars, was evidently intended to quiet the publie mind,
and to whitewash the institution— the eflect produced,
however, was directly the reverse, The progeedings on
this occasion proved, that a fair investigation was vain to
be expected from the Governors. Several persons in
York, of opposite political and of various religious opi-
nions—who could, therefore, be least suspecied of party
views, were disposed to make an attempt to rescue the

charity from the state into which it had fallen. It was a

forforn hope—many who wished suceess to the attempt, de-

clined the task of joining in it. * It is an Augean Stable,
you will never be able to cleanse it”—was the remark of a
shirewd observer.

Besides the case of Vicars, which fell within Mr. Hig-
gins’s immediate notice, he had collected some other cases,
and laid themn on the table of the Governors. The court
stood adjourned to the 10th of December, to dispose of
these cases.

On that day, Mr. Nicoll and twelve other persons went
down to the Asylum, at the hour of meeting, and paid the
requisite donations to become {(zovernors. Afier some
hesitation as to the point of regularity, (this being an ad-

E
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journed meeting) they were admitted to act and vote as
Governors.

It would be difficult, to conceive the surprise occasioned
by this unexpected incursion. Considerable indignation
was naturally felt and expressed; but the i_mlml'lial unﬂ
{li:g,rniiiml :“_'l)t:thll:t of the chairman, (the Archbishop of
York) contributed to restrain the meeting within the boynds
of decorum. His Grace’s efforts were exerted at this and
every subsequent meeting, to unite all the Governors in a
cordial co-operation, for an improvement in the system of
the charity.

Though the court, on the 2d of December, appeared
to have decided erroneously on the case of Vicars, the new
Governors forbore to propose any revision of that case, or
even to allude to it, conceiving that this would be an un-
necessary attack on the measures of those with whom they
were now to be associated. Theyv were persuaded, that
out of Mr. Higgins’s remaining cases, if properly inves-
tigated, enough would be proved to evince the necessity of
a change of system.

On the first of these cases, therefore, being brought for-
ward, Mr. Nicoll proposed, that instead of an inquiry by
the whole court, a Committee of investigation should be
appointed. Mr. Nicoll's proposal was violently opposed—
there were only “ a couple of lousy cases, which might be
disposed of in half an hour.” '

The Archbishop, however, declared himself so decidedly
in favour of a Committee, as the preferable course, that the
oppesition to it was withdrawn, and this mode of proceed-
ing was agreed to be adopted. Mr. Nicoll then proposed
nine names for the Commitice —including three of the new
Governors. Mr. Alderman Wilson proposed a different
list, which included only one of the new Governors. On a
division, there were 18 for Mr. Nicoll's, and 17 for Mu.
YWilson's list,
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FoRR MR. NICOLL'S LIST.

Tho. Smith, Esq. (Lord

Mayor)
Mr. Bland
Col. Lloyd
Mr. Robt. Swann
Dr. Belecombe
M. Nicoll
Myr. Russell
Rev. Mr. Graham
Myr. Priestman

FOR MR. WILSON'S LI&t.,’

The Archbishop of York
Dr. Best

Rev, Mr. Preston

Rev. Mr. Dealtry

Mr. Palmes

Mr. Fenton

Dr. Lawson

Dr. Beckwith

Mr. Alderman Wilson
Mr. Cattle

Rev. Jus. Richardson Mr. E. Willis

Mr. Dyson Mr:. Healey, (Governor of
My. Daniel Tuke the Merchant’s Company)
Mr. Rawdon Mr. Saltmarshe

Mr. Gimber Mr. Brook
Rev. Mr. Welllieloved Mr. Roper
Mr. Croshy Mr. Prince

Mr. 8. Richardson

: _ Mr. Hodgson:
Mr. J. Gray*

Mr. Nicoll next proposed; that thé committee should in-
quire generally into the rules and management of the insti-
tution. This was opposed, as being premature, until some
ground for a general inquiry should be established.

At length, Mr. Nicoll dgreed to withdraw the motion,
the Archbishop proiiging to second it at a future meeting :
and his Grace, at the same time, stating his opinion, that,
whatever might be the result of the exdmination into Mr |
Higgins's remaining cases, there ought to be a genera.
anguiry into the rules and management.

The inquiry Ey‘ examination of witnesses—upon oath,
was strongly objected to by the new Govetriors.—1In
lieu of it, another miode, which however seems liable to
still greater objection, was adepted. The witnesses were
to be examined without an oath; after which, it was

e == -

» The names of the new Governors are in italics.
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to be proposed to them to confirm wupon oath, the deposi-
tion so taken.—An oath ought certainly not to be admi-
nistered, exeept where it is prescribed or authorized by the
legislature, and is accompanied with penal sanctions.

el —

The following were the resolutions of this meeting :
IlEEfJ‘LVI-'.U?

That the cases now before the court be referred to a
Committe of nine persons, who shall investigate the same,
take down the evidence in writing, on both parts, and re-
port the same to the next adjournment of this court.

"T'hat every Governor have liberty to attend the Com-
mittee, and that Dr. Best be empow ered to ask any
questions.

That the Clommittee be requested to propose to the par-
ties examined, that they shall sign their depositions and
afterwards make voluntary oath to the same, belore a
Magistrate.

' That the Committee consist of,

The Archbishop | Col. Liloyd

The Lord Mayor Mr. J. Gray
Mr. Brook Mr. Ald. Wilson
Rev. Mr. Graham Mr. Nicoll.

Mr. Bland
And that any five of them have power to act.
RESOLVED,

That this court be adjourned to Friday the 7th day of

January next.
RESOLVED,

'That the thanks of this court be given to the Arch-
bishop ; for his patient, polite, and judicious conduct in the
chair.

The Committee met on the 20th, 21st, 23d, 24th, and
27th days of December, and on the 7th of January; and
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Mr. Higgins’s remaining cases of abuse were inquired

into. The expense of the attendance of witnesses from a
distance, (which had been urged as an objection by the
court) was defrayed by a subscription amongst some
ladies in York.—In the Appendix, p. 8 to 40, will be found
the substance of the depositions, with the opinion of the
Committee upon each case,
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CHAPTER IV.

———

The Fire.

@I\E the 28th of December, 1813, (the day after the com-
mittee had closed their examinations) the detached wing
of the Asylum was destroyed by fire. This is a calamity
extremely rare in the City and suburbs of York; and it
therefore made the greater impression on the public mind.
It also happened at a time when a general attention was
excited to the institution.

On the following day a number of Governors assembled
to inquire into the cireumstances. It could not be ascer-
tained from the keepers what number of patients was mis-
sing—the apparent remains of two human bodies had
been found, and two patients were stated to have escaped.
It was proposed by some of the new Governors that the
names of all the patients should be called over, and the
keepers should give an account of those under their re-

spective care—but this was over-ruled ; as it was said to
be unusual and improper to make a disclosure to the

Governors at large, of the names of the patients. The

meeting separated at the end of three hours, without as-.

eertaining what number of human lives had been lost.

On the next day, December the 30th, a Speeial court,
(at which 28 Governors attended) was held, and the cir-
cumstances were more fully investigated.

It appeared that at about five o’clock, on the evening of
the 28th, the chimney of a day room on the ground floor,




O

h‘i!]g
:IJl[:,'
d it
nd,
¥as

of

Is

39

occupied by patients, had been observed by the A pothecary

and Servants to be on fire, by the sparks issuing out of it.

‘The chimney had not been swept for some time—'The

fire in the range was stated to have been in consequence
extinguished ; and all appearances of fire had ceased.—
At a little past eight the same evening, one of the female
patients having gone up stairs with a candle, to attend on
the gardener who was sick, came down into the kitchen
and told the keepers that the house was on fire.—The
testimony of a lunatic had been rejected by the committee
as entitled to no credit; but a different rule of evidence
prevailed amongst the keepers.—They instantly took the
alarm. The apartment on fire was a lumber room, in
which flocks were deposited. There had not been a fire
in the room for a fortnight. The door was locked, and
Mrs. Atkinson kept the key. The flock room was on the
second story—the flue of the chimney which had been on
fire was contiguous to the chimney of the flock room, but
not at all connected with it. . It seemed possible that sparks
out of the one chimney might have fallen down the chim-
ney of the other, among the flocks; but these are net of
an inflammable nature; and the flue of the flock room
chimney was bent out of the perpendicular, which would
render the passage of the sparks down the chimney diffi-
cult. This therefore does not satisfactorily account for
the fire, but no other account has ever been given,

This accident, it will be observed, took place at a time
when an investigation into abuses was in progress, and
the domestic officers and keepers might be expected to be
on the alert.—It appeared that the Physician had been
called to attend a patient at a distance from York, in a
case of emergency.—The Steward, who was superintendent
of the house, and had the controul over the servants, was
at his residence at the Asylum gate, a quarler of a mile
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from the building. At his advanced age of 82, he conld
scarcely be expeeted to take an active part. ke was not,
however, unemployed. Fearing lest the Asylum should
be plundered by a mob, he barred the gates against any
access to those who were running te assist, on the first ap-
pearance of the fire ; 50 that they were obliged to make
their way through the fields, and over walls and fences.

Mzr. Atkinson, the Apothecary, whose oflice appears
limited by the rules, to the preparation and administration
of medicines, having probably performed those duties for
the day, was gone out with his wife (Mrs. Atkinson, the
Housekeeper) to spend the evening. Of the four men
servants, who had the charge of about 120 male patients,
one had intrusted a fellow-servant with the locking up his
patients ; and was absent. Another had put his patients
tobed, according to his own admission, AT A LITTLE BEFORE
the usual hour of eight*: that he might go to a dance.
There remained in the house two male attendants. One of
these, since dead, heing old and asthmatic, could not bear
{he smoke of the building. The other, Henry Dawson,
exerted himself to the utmost in rescuing the patients. Fhe
fire broke out in the men’s gallery, in which a considerable
number of patients were locked up in their rooms, Henry
states that he opened all the doors, roused all the patients,
and pulled many of them out of bed. Many were instantly
on the alert, and glad to escape. (thers insensible to the
danger, were obliged to be condueted to a place of safety ;
and some obstinately refused to quit their apartments,

e —

% Whether the daily immuring in the dark, at so early an hour, 2 melancholy
hanatic, who from habit has not heen accustomed o retire to rest tll 10or 11—
be conducive to restore chearfulness or o nourish sloom—may be easily con-
eeived, even by those who profes no extraordinary knowledge in this *° obscure

branch of medicine,™
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and it was necessary to take them away by force. 1n the
mean time, owing to the quantity of straw, the fire spread
rapidly ; and at length the remaining paticnts were re-
moved by Henry at the risque of his own life. He flat-
tered himself he had succeeded in rescuing them all; and
it was not till too late that he began to suspect that some
were missing.  In doing justice to his exertions, one can=
pot but remark, that if he had at first had another at-
tendant {o assist him, no lives would have been lost.

Four patients perished in the flames; or, as the Steward
has entered it in his book—* Died.”

Notwithstanding the efforts made to subdue the fire, it
was so rapid, that the roof of the whole building had fallen
in within less than two hours after the fire was discovered.
The City engines and firemen were wholly inefficient—s
but an engine obtained from the Minster, was found ser-
viceable. ‘The favourable direction of the wind, prevented
the flames from spreading to the main building.

At the meeting of the 30th December, it was resolved
¢ that a Committee, consisting of Dr. Best, Mr. Cattle, Mr.
Russell, the Rev. Wm. Bulmer, and Mr. Roper, be autho-
rized to make such purchases of furniture and other ar-
ticles, as may be necessary for the immediate purposes of
the Asylum, and to make also such other arrangements in
the apartments, as the emergency of the case may appear
to require.—That the thanks of this meeting be given to
the Directors and Subscribers to the Retreat, for their
friendly and liberal offer of the accommodations which that
establishment can afford to the patients in the Asylum
under the present distressing circumstances. That the
Governors, on the representation of Dr. Best, have reason
to hope that it may not be necessary to have recourse to
the offered accommodation—but should they be disap-
pointed in this expeetation, they will thankfully avail
themselves of the propesed kindness,” F
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‘The sum of 23921, 4s. 2d. was received from the County
Insurance Office, for damages occasioned by the fire.

At the adjourned court of the 7th of January, the fire
was again the subject of discussion. Suspicions had been
entertained, that some of the unfortunate sufferers by the
fire, had been chained; it was, however, stated by Dr.
Best and Dr. Beckwith, that neither those patients, no#
any other patient in the howse, were; on the might of the
fire, under any personal restraint. A resolution was there-
fore passed, * that it appears on inquiry, that none of the
unhappy accidents, which occurred on the late fire, can be
attributed to any of the sufferers being in a state of re-
straint, from chains or othefwise.”

Another resolution was alse pissed, thanking “ those
individaals who exerted themselves in rendering assist-
ance on occasion of the fire.” ¥

The fire Committee made 4 report; containing snggese
tions of alteratiofis and arrangements in consequence of the
fire—these they were authorized to carry into effect—
and nearly the whole of tlie sum received from tlie County
Fire Office has since been expended under the direction
of this Committee,

iy

# Though the resolution, to aveid partidl distirictions, omits the mention of
names, it may be permitted to me to particularize Mr. Townend and Mr. T
Brook, as having been eminently active and serviceable on this oceasion, It-
would have heen deslh'nhln:', had there been a precedent for it, that these gen-
tlemen should have been voted honorary Géverdors, as the only mode in which
the conrt conld mark its sense of their services, Individoals in humbler stationd
were suitably remunerated for their assistance, by the fire Committee,

e |

The
ary, O
were i
was al
gins W
journed
mittee
C5E3 ¥
into
withou
had pr
25 eno
YiL. a0
had g
other
Nicoll
Iﬁartd
“very
e k1
to th
rm;s

—

1 Tfl
] "

k2 E'.I;.:a
I"l’l:. "

-y

Bty




ty

ive

J the
b,

ngp
[ the
erea
[ the
i b
f re-

hioga
wlsts

ek
"the

A=

m ¥
jod

i of
% 1)
VI
o
rhich
(el

CHAPTER V,

e

The History continued—Inguiry into the rules
gnd management,

The Quarterly court stood adjourned to the 7th of Janu-
ary, on which day the Committee for inquiry into abuses,
were to make their report. The number of new Governors
was already increased to about forty; of whom Mr. Hig»
gins was one—and sixty-siv Governors attended the ad-
journed meeting of the court. The report of the Com-
mittee was received and approved—their opinion on. the
cases was confirmed ; and Mr. Nicoll's motion for an inquiry
into the rules and management was afterwards carried,
without opposition. It appeared to those Governors, who
had promoted the inquiry into Mr. Higgins's cases, that
as enough had been done to obtain the desired object—
viz. an investigation of that system, under which abuses
had existed—it would be a waste of time to inquire into
other cases of dirt, neglect, or abuse. Hence, though Mr.
Nicoll held in his hand several cases, which he was pre-
pared to prove, and which Mr Higgins truly describes as
“ very disgraceful to the management of the Asylum,”
he stated that he should not propose a reference of these
to the Committee. # The resolution adopted was as fol-

fows :—# that it be referred to the following Committee

* To instance two cascs, which occurred before Dr. Best's appointment,
1. Eliza West, of Louth, in Lincolnshire. Admitted Aug. 17, 1796. Remove 1
May 8, 1797. Delivered of a male child August 19, 1797.—2, Dorothy
Exilby, of Kirby-Malzeard. Admitted February 8, 1801, Discharged cured

E 2
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(any five of whom shall have power to act) tomake an in-
quiry into the rules and management of the institution,
and to report facts and their opinion thercon, to the next
or subsequent Quarterly court of the Governors, or to the
General meeting in August, viz :—

His Grace the Archhishop | Benj. Brooksbank, Esq.

of York Wm. Carr, Esq.
Thomas Smith, Esq. (Lord | Thos. Wilson, Esq.
Mayor) | Henry Bland, Ksq.

The Rev. Thos. Preston The Rev. John Graham,

The Rev. Wm. Dealtry Mr. Brook

George Palmes, Esq. Mr. J. Gray

S. W. Nicoll, Esq.
¢ That Dr. Best be requested to attend the meetings, {o

answer such questions and inquiries as may be proposed

10 him, and to offer any suggestions which may cccur to
him, as beneficial to the institution.”

The first work of the Commiltee, was an examination of
the books, and an arrangement of those rules, which were
found to be scattered through the order books, never having
been collected or digested into any regular form. These
are published in their Report; and the most important of
them have been already noticed. :

They then proceeded to investigate the management.

Under this hicad, one of the first points which engagzed
the attention of the Committee was, the mode of admitting
patients, together with their payments to the institution,
and to the Physician.

T——r—— e —

February 20, 1802, Delivered of a male child 21st September, 1802, —1n the
furmer case, a keeper in the Asylum, was apprehenaded on a charge of beiog
the father of the child, and he paid the parish of Louth 301. for the mainte-
mance. This fact was notorious, and it was equally notorious that Twis
HEEPER WAS NOT DISWMISSED—THAT NE CONTINUED TO ENJOY THE CONFI-
DENCE OF THE GOVERNORS ; AND ON 0I5 RESIGNATION, RECEIVED FROM THFM
A& TESTIMOKY OF ** APPROBATION OF HIS CONDUCT DURING A SERVICE 0F 20,
¥EARs.’—1n the other case, the fatker of the child was a patient,
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For the purpose of drawing out an average of the num-
ber of patients of each class, Mr. Surr, the Steward, was
desired to send to the house of a member of the Committee,
his account books, for the four quarters of the year 1813,
Four Quarterly books were, in consequence sent, but jn
selecting these, Mr. Surr had unintentionally occasioned a
emarkable discovery. T'ree of the books sent, were the
Bteward’s accounts, with the Governors for the 24, 34,
and 4tk quarters of the year—the fourth book—sent in-
stead of that for the first quarter, proved to be another
account for the second quarter of the year. There was,
therefore, no account for the first, but two accounts for the
second quarter, both professing to contain the weekly pay-
ments of the patients. Upon a comparison of the two
books for the same quarter, it was found, that in the book
which appeared to have been sent by mistake, Mr, Surr
had entered one set of patients at 15s.—another set at
12s.—and a third set at 10s.—per week. In the other
book, the very same patients were entered as follows :—
Those who paid 13s. were set down as paying eleven
shillings; those who paid 12s. as paying ten shillings ;
those who paid 10 shillings, as paying nine shillings, In
Myr. Surr’s accounts with the Governors, he only gave ¢redii
for the smaller sum—the book sent by mistake, therefore,
did not tally with the Steward's accounts with the Go-
vernors ¥—on the contrary, it proved, that a portion of the
payments from three classes of the patients, amounting te
no less a sum than 651. 13s. for a quarter, or 2621. 12s.
per ann. had never been brought to account.  On inquiry,
it appeared, that this sum was paid over by the Steward

to the Physician.

e — it i —— =5

# Mr. Surr has since burnt this book, and the series of Quarterly books
to which it belongs, to prevent their falling into the hands of the Committec—
but, the fact which was accidentally disclosed, stands unconfroverted.
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The Committee also found, that for the opulent patients
(sixteen in number) the Steward neither received nor gave
eredit ip either of the sets of books, for more than 14s. pep
week—but, in the private account already alluded to,
each of these patients was marked B.—and it was explained,
on inquiry, that the accounts of this class, did not pass
through Mr. Surr’s hands. They were * private patients,”
whose accounts were settled with the Physician, and for
whom lie accounted to the Steward for 14s.

With the exception of the Reduction fund already no-
ticed, (whieh produced about 351, per annum) the Asylum
was without any fund for the maintenance of the patients,
or the salaries and maintenance of the oflicers and servants.
The interest of 84001, (3 per cent cons.) was relied on for
buildings, repairs, and furniture enly. The weekly pay-
ments of the patients, therefore, discharged not enly their
hoard and lodging, but the board and lodging of the Apo-
thecary, Housckeeper, and omestics—besides salaries
and wages amounting to 3611. 12s. per annum,

‘The total swmn paid to the house, by patients, in the year
1813, is about 921. 1s. per week ; to which 13s. {rom the
reduction fund being added, the total is 921, 14s. per week.
T'his sum divided by 199—the number of patients in July,
1813, gives 9s, 6d, per head, as the average sum paid by
each patient, for board, lodging, and attendance. Of this
sum, the opulent patients contribute 14s. per week ; the
parish paupers 8s. The l4s. for the opulent patient,

cover all charges ¢ for board, lodging, coals, candles, tca,

|
7

and medicines.” “ The upper classes have tea twicea day;
the lower classes have no tea.”” They have * gruel, or
milk and oatmeal for breakiast.,” ¢ The hetter classes dine
at one table, and the paupers at another.” ¢ There are

that at Mr. and Mrs. Atkinson's table.” ¢ The middle class

about 12 gentlemen and ladies, whose diet is the same as
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have three meagre days: the paupers have tliree meagrd
days, and have roast meat only on Sundays. On Saiyp-
days the middle class have principally cold meat, and the
lowest class have offal in hash.” Mrs. Atkinson « separ
the coarsest parts for the lowest patients.”

From the report of the Committee, it therefore appears,
that whilst a few gentlemen and ladies, with an excellent
table, tea and sugar twice a day, and the best apartments
in the house, were paying only 14s. each per week for
board and lodging, 125 poor persons, coarsely fed
and ill accommodated, were paying 9s. each. Thuys it

ates

is evident that the 125 paupers, each paying nearly the
average cost of a patient—but maintained in the NArrowest
space and on the cheapest fare—were the great support of
the house—that their * overflowings” were the means of
providing the affluent with board and lodging, and medi-
cines, at 14s. which, in no other plaee, they could have ob-
tained under twice that sum. Surely there must at least
be some inaccuracy in the statement made in a published
report, which will shortly be alluded to, that “ ¢}, s
penses of the indigent are reduced by the payments of the
more affluent putients.”

It must have already appeared, that the admission hy
the Physician of those persons as his private patients, and
for his own sole benefit, who ought to have been patients
of the house—and his participation in the weekly pay-
ments, not only of patients who were barely above the
condition of paupers, but of 17 patients in the Os. clags—
were contrary to several rules, as well as to t}e original
design of the Charity. Still the question arises—had not
the existing system of 1813 received the implied sanction
of the Governors !—Did not the Physician so consider it ?

It happens that in this very year, 1813, Dr. Best though

fit to publish a report of the state of the Institutiop : and




48

it is the only one which has appeared for the last fourteen
years. {To this report, theretore, (.’\]1]}1‘.[11“1 p- 4.) it is1m-
poriant to refer, in order to learn what was now consider-
ed hy the Physician and the Governors to be the autho-
rized system.

The report is thus sanctioned by the Quarterly court,
in January, 1813: ¢ Resolved, that the report now pro-
duced, and submitted to the court by Dr. Best, be adopt-
ed, and that the same be printed and distributed.” It
contains the following passages :— The friends of the pa-
« tients pay a weekly sum in proportion to their ability ;
¢ and by this arrangement the utility of the institution is
¢ extended to the various classes of society, and at the
¢ same time the expenses of the indigent are reduced by the
 payments of the more afftuent patients. Parish and oiher
¢ paupers are maintained at the expense of 9s. a week. The
¢ weekly payments of persons in low circumstances; but
“ qot absolutely in the condition of paupers, is from 10s to
% 15s. Patients in better circumstances, and in the higher
¢ gtations of life, are charged with moderation, according
¢ to their respective means. A certain number of patients
¢ in very distressed circumstances, who pay for their own
¢ hoard, and have no assistance from their parishes, re-
¢« ceive the benefit of 35l per annum (being the interest
« of the * Reduction Fund,”) along with the OVER-
« FLOWINGS of the payments of the more affiuent pa-
« tients. The above payments discharge lodging, board,
% ¢pal and candle, tea, washing, and medicines; but

“ those patients whose expenses exceed 9s. a week, are

¢ separately charged for their washing.” The Physician s
% pequired to atlend gratis on the paupers, and on those whe
¢ qre maintained at reduced payments; bt is authorized to
“ peceive from the friends of the more affluent patients ihe

¢ yeasonable emoluments of lis profession.”
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We are told that ¢ parish and other paupers are main-
tained at nine shillings ;” and we are given to understand,
that the Physician receives emoluments from the affluent
only. Yetfrom seventeen of the patients maintained at nine
shillings, the Physician was receiving one shilling per week
each. We are told the Physician * is authorized to re-
ceive reasonable emoluments from the aflluent.” Mr.
Wilson paid one hundred and nine pounds four shillings
per annum—of which the Physician only accounted for
thirly-siv pounds eight shillings—retaining the remaining
sum of seventy-lwo pounds sixteen skillings, as hisreasonable
emelument. The thirty-six pounds eight shillings paid to
the house, was also to leave overflowings to the distressed
patients.

Previous to the Committee making their report, it was
observed by a friend of the Physician, that Dr. Best had
been the greatest benefactor to the Asylum—having con-
tributed to it more than 10001 ‘This assertion was
grounded on Dr. Best’s statement to the Committee,
that the highest class of patients, or those called Dr, Hun-
ter’s own, at the period of Dr, Hunter’s death*, paid only
ten shillings per week each to the institution—which Dr.
Best advanced to 14s.  That the sum of 13s. per week
paid by the next class, was divided in Dr. Hunter's time
into portiens of 3s. to the Physician, and 10s. to the house—
which Dr. Best made 4s. to himself, and 11s. to the house.

Though this ¢harge by Dr. Best against his predecessor
rests on his own asseriion, and the books which might

# When it was attempted to justify Dr. Belcombe’s advertisement of a pri+
vate madhouse, hy referring to the authority of Dr. Hunter, this was said to be

“ an expiring effort to defend the improprieties of the living, by disturbing

the ashes of the dead,”  How soon is Dri Best himself obliged to have recourse

to this expedient !
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rave préved it are burnt, there is no reason to doubt the

vericity of Dr. Best®. As to the merit claimed for Dr,
Beést, on #ccount of the duginentation to the house, it must
be observed, that as its support is dependant solely on the
payments of the patients, it was pradent for the Physician
i) take care that the sums paid to the house should be ad-
equate to the growing expenses of the times, and the
highest class of patients had been paying ten shillings per
week to the louse as far back as the year 1796, and pro-
bably lobger. Tt does not appear that from the above
angmentation, there arose any surplus—or any addition
to the namber ‘of distressed objects. Even if this were
imade out, it would still be incambent on those who claim
for the Physician the merit of a gift to the charity, to show
{hat these payments were his »ight—the reverse of which
appears frowm the report of 1813,

The sums received by the Physicians are therefore to
Le considered a debt dué to the charity.—It is true the
Governors have dequitted Dr. Best of any criminal inten-
tiow, attributing His conduct to mistake: but the misappli-
cation is fully adiitted.

A% to the dctual amonnt of the sums misapplied, it ap-
pears considerably over-rated. There are in fact no suf-

* Sp long ago as 1796, Dr. Hunter appears to have received a proportion of
the weekly paymentsof the putients, at the rate of about 1751 105, perannum.
in 1799, he recéived a proportion, amninting to only 1027, 14 5. per ainum.
1t cannot, however, be ascertnined by the books, whether at this period, there
were any patients whese accounts did not pass through the Steward’s hands—
if there were not, it is improbable that Dr. Hunter at a more advanced age,
should have, begun to take from the Steward the burden of keeping any ac-
cotrrits. ‘Fhere were two praciides in exidtence—both contrary to the rules—
the one was the Physician's participation in the weekly payments made o the
Steward—this cledrly originated with Dr. Hunter—The other was flie with-
drawihg from the Steward the accounts of the opulent patients, and paying him
a small sum for their bonrd. Dy whow, and at what period this practive was
hegnn cannot be discovered.
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the | ficient data on which to form an accurate estimate, The
Dr, | sums received from the private patients were forborne to
LT be inquired into—there were different bargains with dif-
\ the ferent patients—in some cases the payment was to include
by wine and other extras—so that the Physician could not
€ ad. himself easily ascertain his net profits.

[ e When the new Committee lately succeeded to the
¥ per management of the Asylum, there had been in conse-
Iro. quence of the fire a reduction in the number of patients—
thore | seven out of the sizteen afiluent patients had been taken
ditioy away. One of those who were removed had paid three
Wete guineas a week-—the payments of the rest were not known.
cliiny None of those nine who remained in the house paid so much
itr as {wo guineas a week.—Mr. Higgins's estimate of twp
which guineas a2 week as the average—(on which he has caleu-

lated the Physician's profits at 14171. a year, and the

b whole sum misapplied at 89,6761, *)—scems to be much ﬁ‘i

o too high; and a guinea and a half is prohahly gearer the h

it mark since Dr. Best’s appointment.—In Dr, Hunter’s ! _|}

| i time the estimate ought to he taken considerably lower, 8 0

% ? - | I

P Bixteen patients at 2 guinea and a half per) £. 5. d. ﬁ:
week, deducting fourteen shillings paid ~ 728 0 0 !-'-i'-

i ap- over to the charity—leaves R e ) LE,

 éf- The payments to the Physician from the 282 12 0 H
three middle classes amountto - = = - Ml

s Fees on admigsion « + = = 7% 7 &9 0 %141

anpee. Per annum £1020 12 ':'! j-i]

| imES: =y ,I f

d, e But on the other hand, it must not be forgoiten that

o whilst a court of equity would require the Physician to

:f.‘f:f account for his receipts, he would receive a liberal allow-

ik~ i

pioile R 3

'-Hilll'lr * Mr. Higgins has, however, thrown off fiwenty thowsand pounds, to allow for

ifg b errore iu his ealculation.
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ance in liew of those fees which by the rules of the institu-
tion he was entitled to have taken.

Supposing, therefore, the average sum paid by the
affluent patients to have been a guinea and a half per week,
or 78 guineas per annum, Wwe may suppose the 78 guineas

equitably divisible as follows :
Guineas.

Board, lodging, and medicines - - - 50
To lessen the payments of the poor patients - 14
To the Physician - = - - - 14

78

Fourteen guineas a year to the Physician for 16 patients,
give 2351, 4s. as the annual sum to be allowed him in
compensation for fees. '

From 1020 0 his supposed actual receipts,

Take 236 4

£784 16—Annual balance in favour of the insti-
tution.
e e ——

The rules of the institution appeared to have heen little
attended to in other particulars. * The Committee for the
admission of the patients, and regulation of their payments,
had long ceased, and all admissions were by the Physician.
Visitation, it has already been observed; had also ceased—
and not an entry had been made in the visitors’ book for
27 years, i

Other topies of inquiry related to officers and servants.—
The Steward was vested by the rules © with full powers
over every servant in the house.” Yet this officer, in
whom the superintendence was placed, was 1':.‘511[]!1;;;‘, with
the approbation of the Governors, at some distance from
the Asylumn. His infirmities often prevented him “ from
going out and visiting the Asylum during the winter sea-
son,” 'The Committee found an ¢ almost total want of
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subordination and vigilance amongst the servants in the
ahsence of a watchful and confidential head.”

The Steward, in the copy which he gave to the house-
keeper of the regulations for her conduct, had omitted ten
rules out of fifteen ; he had also placed the key of the beer
and bread in the hands of an inferior male keeper, and Mrs.
Atkinson exercised only ¢ a partial and contested autho-
vity in the house.”” The Apothecary was not vested by
the rules with authority over the servants, and did not
consider himself possessed of any.

The description given by Blackader and Dawson, two
of the keepers, of the internal regulations of the Asylum,
is such as might be expected. Blackader, the nominal
head keeper, says: the doors used to be locked at ten;
¢ but for several years the regulations have not been so
¢ strictly enforced ; any servant can go in ‘and out ef an
« evening. The servants refuse to obey his orders or di-
¢ rections.—Backhouse used to have the principal power,
¢ though Blackader was called head keeper.—There is not
¢ any one keeper with particular powers. Henry Dawson
¢ has the whole power over the other two keepers. Heis
¢« looked on as haying the head power.”” Henry Dawson
says the ¢ back kitchen door is never locked, night or day.
¢ A servant may go out at this door and be out all mnight.
¢ When patients are confined, the cells are cleaned out
« three or four times a week.”

The servants received for the higher classes more than
1001. a year for perquisites; besides the cast clothes of the
patients, which they take, “ when they consider them to have
been worn a sufficient time.”

On the 28th of January, 1814, the Archbishop of York
and the rest of the Committee, were conducied through
the different wards =znd apartments... They found the
 struoture of the building and the dispositien and dimen-
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sions of the day rooms ill adapted for the accommodation
and superintendence of the patients,”

Mu. S.Tuke ohserves, “ there were* only 93 sleeping rooms
for the 200 paticnts, the resident efficers, and the servants,
We must remember too, that the opulent patients occupied
more than an equal propertion of this space, and the same
may fairly be presumed, as o the servants and officers.—
What was the actual average space allotted to each poor
patient, it wopld be a matter of painful ocuriosity to as-
certain.”

“ There were not any day rooms with contiguous airing
courts. There were but two airing courts for all the
elasses of patients, except the opulent, who took their ex-
ercise in the garden. All the other classes of men were
turned into one eourt, and the women into the other.—
There was no provision in either court, for shelter against
the rain or heat. Very few of the patients were allowed
hats, and shoes and stockings were not unfrequently want-
ing. In this state, you might see more than 100 poor
creatures shut up together, unattended and uninspected by
any one; the lowest paupers and persons of respeetable
habits, the melancholic and the maniae, the calm and the
restlegs, the convalescent and the incurable. Tt is need-
Tess, and it weuld be painful, to epumerate the evils
and the dangers resulting from this system of indiscriminate
association. The danger of patients injuring each ather,
was also very greaf, from their being shut np in consider-
able numbers in their day rooms, without any attendant or
inspector. Nor must we forget, in this short sketch of
the domestic evils which existed in the Asylum, that utter
neglect of ventilation and cleanliness, which rendered so
many parts of the place alike disgusting and unwholesome.
It is almost impossible to conceive any place in a more
damp and offensive state, than that pari of the building

® i. e, Before the Fire.
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called the Tow erates. The light, in several of the rooms,
was obstructed by the erectien of pig-styes, and other dis-
agreeable offices ; and the little air which was admitted,
passed immediately over these places. The upper galleries
guffired in some degree, from the same causes as the
lower one. Fheir elevation prevented them from being
damp ; they were, however, with some exception in faveur
of that part occupied by the opulent, as gloomy as inge-
nuity could devise to make them, and, as defective as pos-
sible in ventilation®.”

Upon occasion of the fire, offers of accommodation had
been received from the Asylum at Nottingham and the
Retreat at York ; but these had been declinedt on Dr.
Best's representation that such assistance would not be
wanted. The Asylum was, however, found by the Com-
mittee to be excessively crowded. The building designed
for 54 patients, contained 160; and additional patients
continued to be received.—~Numbers were huddled to-
gether in small day rooms; and some slept three in a bed.
"The air was in consequence extremely offensive and un-
wholesome.

1t is remarkable that immediately before the fire, when
a writer in the newspaper was challenging a comparison
between the Asylum and the Retreat, as to their compa-
sative number of deaths, the unfortunate patients erowded
together in uncleanly and unventilated apartments, were
perishing in great numbers., About the beginning of July
there had died 5 patients in 18 days—about the beginning
of November (the period of the controversy) there died 7

—

¥ See the Appendix to the *° Vindication of Mr. Higgios.”
+ The offer from Nottingham was never even acknowledged—a circumstance
which excited dissatisfaction there; and eertainly did not tend to retrieve the

credit of the ¥ ork Governors for ditention.
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patients in 16 -days.—On the 28th of December, the day
w hen four patients perished by fire, a fifth lay dead in the
house.

The number of patients in the house, at different periods
during Dr. [unter’s life, has been already stated.—The
average was 84—and the deaths on an average® were
eight per annum—or about a tenth of the whole. Since Dr.
Hunter’s death the number of patients has been as
follows :

1809 —— 156 1812 —— 186
1810 —— 168 1813 200
1811 168 1814 —— 173

The average number of patients is 175. The deaths on
an average have been 25 in a year, or a sevenih of the whole.

During the year ending the first of July, 1814, the
number of patients was as follows :

1813 July 200 1814 January 173
August 098 Febroary 169
September 196 March 160
October 199 April 159
November 183 i'\lil}" 139
December 186 June 121

The average number for the year—173. The deaths
were 33, or nearly a fifth of the whole.

# Nothing can be more fallacious thin to institute an inguiry into the morta-
I];}- in an institution, by 1‘11!!!5].‘11"“:;;‘ the number of deaths with that of ad missions.
HBupposing Mrs. Barber’s hotel, instead of being remarkable for comfortable
accommodations, were as oneleanly and dnwhelesome as a Lunpatic hotel, and
should send out 83 funerals in a year, a very plausible annual statement might

nevertheless be drawn up as follows :

In the hotel at the beginning ) ary | Quitted the hotel, relieved, | 10917
of the year ..coovveeans i and refreshed. .o ceennn, . i Lk
Received into the hotel dur- i Bledionly - = 5 e s i 2%
- T 10950 3 A
gz the YEAE ouciannnnes 1..L:iuu|l1|1:gu: the hoted coneeas 50
100=0 104950

The inquiry mustalways be, what is the average number of persons infamily,
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The Annual report of deaths published in the news-
papers, under the Apothecary’s signature, was found to
have been extremely incorrect, and below the actual
number. 'The total to July, 1813, was stated at 221. It
ought to have been 365. In one year, alone, Mr. Atkin-
son had taken off from the deaths a cool hundred. It
appears at first sight a mere mistake in transcription, or
an error of the press; butthis does not account for it. The
statement is a debtor and creditor account—every patient
received being entered on one side—every patient dis-
charged, or dead, or remaining in the house, on the other.
The admissions are correctly entered; and an accidental
error of a number in the deaths would have been discovered
by the casting up the totals—the aceount would not have
balanced.— But the numbers taken from the deaths are
clearly, in one instance, added fo the cures¥, and thus the

e

# Extract from the York Herald of August 17, 1811 :—

Admitted from the first Esta- Cored . ..uociasosssaian . 206
blishment in 1771, to 1sty 2254 Retivad: o, | g ] o o2
July, 1810 .. ... ks Incarable and removed by¢ oq4

From the 1st July, 1810, to J.al 99 their friends .o sosssssesn
July, 1811 .. cssaas e T Died ... ... . 208

—— | Remaining in I'.'n, Jmll»r‘ I[;Ih 172
2546 men—G06 women..
2346
Extiract from the York Herald of Augnst 22, 1812 :—

Admitted from the firsi Esia- Cured wraticnniiniisinesesser's (H1S
blishment in 1771, to 1st- 2346 Relieved - —_— 1
July, 1BLE i hahs Incurable and removed i:l} 312

From the 1stJuly, 1811, to 1st) a9 their friends ... ... H....i
Ju]}'? ER e e s s Died . 5 o] ) )

— ! Remaining in E||.l‘ th" llﬁ 105
Eilﬁ mel—T9 WOmEN . oo
2445

The number of deaths to 1812, is reported [ess by 84, than the number to
H




AT - = e e ]
T o - x = i H
- e, T, e g i
== = Ty r— 2
ST A r x i
. i dlal " A E g

_,_
= i T i Y L)

___..,....,_

I C—— i
T e

58

account is made to balance. This is somcthing mere
than either accident or carclesness.

The Committee of Rules and Management on reporting
{lie general result of their investigations, added the follow -
ing observations :

“ On a deliberate review of the results of their investiga-
tions, your Committee feel it their duty for the present to
subjoin the following observations :—

1. That the admission of private patients of the Physi-
cian, on the plan for many years past adopted, is a prac-
fice not sanctioned by the rules of the institution, and in it~
gelf objectionable ; and that the principles on which the
Ph}'ﬂﬂia!l to the Asylum shall be remunerated require the
most serious atfention, :

2. That though the admission of opulent patients, if

subjected to proper and specified limits, may be expedient
for the purpose of deriving assistance for poor paticnts
from their liberal payments, no sufficient advantage at pre-
sent results from the admission of such patients.

3. That the permission given te the servants to receive
perquisites from the richer patients; is calculated to ocea-
sion 4 neglect of the poorer elasses, who have i not in their
power to purchase the same attentions.

4. That as the appointment of visitors seems indispensa-
bly necessary in all publie inst.itutiﬂns,-cmnmi{tml11; a great

1811, Tnstead of wliich, there werg ih fact, 19 dedths to be added for 1812—
s0 that the error of the report for 1812, as to deaths, is 101 omitted.

The nomber of cures to 1812, is reparted greater by 116, ihan the number
ib IEI 1—whereas the whole number of cured, relieved, removed, gnd Lvried,
during the year, was, in fact, only 76. The average number anuually reported
etiréd, for the 4 preceding years, was 15. Deducting this pumber from 116,
we kave an error of 101, the excess in the number reported cured. One hun-
dred and one dead men were, therefore, reported as cured. - The error was

‘pot corrected in the report for 1813 ; on the contrary, twelve more dead men
wrere cither wholly omitted, or included amongst the cures,
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measure to the care and management of hired setvants,
your Committee feel the greater cause to lament their dis-
continuance at the Asylum, where the necessity for their
attendance is particularly urgent, as the Steward who is
vested with the authority of a superintendent of the house,
does not reside in it,

5. That the structure of the building, and the disposi-
tion and dimensions of the day-rooms, appear to your
Committee ill adapted for the accommodation and su per-
intendence of the patients,

6. Your Comnrittee consider the present number of ser-
vants wholly inadequate to perform the work of the house,
and give the requisite care and attention to the patients,
who in consequence of this insufficiency in the number of
keepers, are too frequently left to themselves,

7. As the deviations from the existing rules which your
Committee have remarked, appear to have existed before
the appointment of Dr. Best, your Commiitee are of opi-
nion, that in case any censure should be considered by the
Governors, as attaching to these deviations, it ought not
to he imputed to him.”

The Committee met on the 21st, 26th, and 28th of Janu-
ary, and on the 8th of Febrnary. On the last of those days
their report was prepared ; but previous to the Archbishop’s
departure to London, they determined to adjourn the re-
vision and alteration of the rules until they might again
have the benefit of his Grace’s assistance. No further
meeting, therefore, took place until the month of June.—
The report as to rules and management was in the mean
time submitted to the Quarterl y court in April,

During the March assizes, two remarkable circum-
stances engaged the public attention.—A pauper from
Bishophill, York, was sent to the Asylum, and was im-
mediately lodged in the same apartment with three other
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[unatics—one of them in a violent state. The new patient
received mortal bruises, and died a few days afterwards
in the Asylum. The Steward entered him in the book—
¢ Died”—and for greater secrecy, in stead of a coroner
being sent for, the body was removed into Bishophill, and
put into a coffin, and notice was given to the minister and
parish elerk for the funeral. The clergyman, however,
(the Rev. J. Graham, one of the new Governors of the
Asylum) having heard a rumour of the circumstances, pro-
cured an inquest to be held—and the jury found a verdict,
stating that the lunatic, John Bardwell, “ died of bruises
given him by all, or some, or one of ‘three other lunatics, who
were confined and slept in the same room.”

The other factalluded to, was. published by Mr. Higgins,
in the York Herald of the 26th of March.

« Visiting the Asylum early this morning, (March 24th)
says Mr. Higgins, I discovered to my great surprise, that
the house is yet in the most shocking state. I discovered
a number of secret cells in a state of filth, horrible beyond
description, and which in my opinion it was impossible
could be produced by the occupation of one or two patients
in less than several nights; in one of these cells was a
chain, with handcuffs aflixed, FASTENED TO A NEW BOARD
in the floor. These cells were occupied the last night by
women, the most miserable objects I ever beheld. Upon
inquiry, I find that these cells were kept secret from the
two Committees who were appointed to examine the state of
the house, &c. and that they were informed, as I was, be-
fore T discovered the door which led to these hidden cells,
that they had seen the whole of the house. A Special
meeting of Governors being held about 2 hours after my
discovery, at which Col. Coocke, of Owston, presided, I
was enabled to have these cells examined by at least 20 of

the Governors, but not until all the straw, perjectly soaked
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with wrine and excrement had been removed, and clean
straw put in the place, The state they were in even after
this operation, I leave to the Governors to descrihe.”

In the next week’s newspaper, Dr. Best inserted an
answer to Mr. Higgins’s statement : he described the cells
as ‘ of a very suflicient size, entirely lined with wood, and
“ furnished with ventilators, straw-beds, #* blankets, &e.
¢ With respect to the chain and handcuffs, (proceeds the
“ Doctor) they have been particularly examined by a Com=-
“ mittee of Governors. The locks of the handeufls being
“ entirely filled up and the hinges obliterated by rust, it is
“ evident, on the most casual inspection, not only that they
“ are incapable of being used at present, but that they can-
¢ not have been employed as far as can be judged {rom
* their appearance for a long series of years. It is quite
“ impossible that this cirecumstance can have escaped the
“ notice of Mr. Higgins, and yet he has deliberately at-
“ tempted to disseminate a belief, that this chain and these
“ handcuffs are still in use at the Asylum; or in other
¢ words, he has laboured to mislead and inflame the pub-
“ lic mind to the deep prejudice of individuals, by an in-
¢ ginuation, WHICH AT THE TIME HE WAS RRINGING IT FOR-
 WARD, HE KNEW TO BE WHOLLY UNFOUNDED.”

This gross and unjustifiable attack on Mr. Higgins, was
made in consequence of his simple statement of the fact,
that he had discovered a chain and handeufis in the Asylum.

Mr. Higgins stated that the chain was fastened to a new
board—and it proved on inguiry, that the board had been
put down only about six months before. Was it not per-
fectly natural, under these circumstances, for Mr. Higgins

i R —

* Wonld the public have s.l.l.]jlms.cd from the term % Straw-Deds,’” that these

patients were bedded like horses on loose straw |
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to conclude that the dhain was fixed into the board for the
purpose of being used ?—Atis admitted that Dr. Best eon-
vinced of the unpopulartty of chains, had erdered them to
be disused, and removed from the Asylum—yet it is very
possible, that amongst the keepers, there was still an Jn-
clination for ¢haims; and as this chain had remained so
long without the knowledge of the Physician, it is casy to
suppose that unknown #o him, it might oceasionally have
been n use ¥,

At the Quarterly eourt of the 14th of April, the circum-
stances of Mr. Higgins's discovery of secret cells, came
under discussion. ‘T'hree of the Committee, who eonsidered
Mr. Higgins’s publication as a ccnsure on that body for
their remissness of inspection, thought it necessary to state
in vindication—that when e Committee were conducted
by Dr. Best and the keepers through the Asylum, these
vélls were not shewn; and that they were led to believe,
they had seen the whole building.

The following motien was then put and carried by a
considerable mejority.

“ That it appears to‘this eourt, that when the Committee
of rules and management were conducted through the
Asylum on the 28th of January last, the four cells for
female patients recently discovered by Mr. Higgins in «
state of extreme dirt und neglect, were not shown to them.”

Dr. Best having declared that he had no -intention of
concealing the cells, a motion was made, to the following
effect—That it appears to the court that there was no INTEN -

e e e b

* A few weeks afterwards, one of the newly-appointed visitors diceovered

in a closet some heavy drens, intended to confine the person in & painful posi-
tion.  On'his inguiring of one of the keepers respecting the

E:ll!l:‘,r the reply

was—** they were the irons of Tw pra, the highwayman,”
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110N % on the part of Dr. Best to conceal these cells from the
knowledge of the Commillee.—Mr. Nicoll seconded the
motion; and took considerable pains to procure for Dr,
Best, a vote of exculpation. He said he was perfeetly
convinced that there had been no intention of concealment
on the part of Dr. Best—and he was the more anxious to
express his sentiments, as he had a motion to bring for-
ward, which materially affected that gentleman. On a
division, the motion was negaticed by a small majority.—
1t was put in a new shape, and again supported by M.
Nicoll—but the result was the same,

Mr. Nicoll then brought forward the other motion to
which he had alluded.

“ That it is the opinion of this court, that Mr. Itiggins
is entitled to the thanks of the Governors, for his upright,
persevering, and successful exertions in bringing to light
the abuses which have prevailed in this institution.”

Mr. Alderman Wilson, though he did not oppose the vote
of thanks, said he eomsidered it out of secason. He ob-
jected to its being brought forward at this particular pe-
riod. Another Governor objeeted to it, because he thoughs
it was intended to convey an implied censure of Dr. Best.
Mpr. Nicoll said bis intention had not been misunderstood.
He did ntend a censure of Dr. Best, for his unjustifiable
charge against Mr. Higgins : this, he said, was his reason
for bringing forward the motion at the present time. Mr.
Wilson declared, that now that Mr. Nicoll had avowed the
real objeet of his motion, he would oppese it with all his
might +. Violent altercation and reerimination ensued;

* This, it will be observed, was a question of infention, and no man can
be certain of the womixed nature of his own, We are apt to forget those things
which it is not convenient for us to pemember—and we have no suspicion that
this forgetfulaess is in some degree intentional,

T Atthe Quarterly court ia December, 1814, the proceedings of this meet-
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and at length a division took place, when Mr. Nicoll's
motion was carried by a small majority. The names of
the minority were published in the newspapers, as having
protested against the vote,

Mr. Palmes then made a motion, which he begged the
court would allow to be carried without opposition :—
¢ That the chain found in oue of the four cells was in that
state of rust and decay, that it could not have been used
for a considerable length of time.” Mr. Palmes’ pleading
for a friend, was irresistible, and the motion was accord-
ingly carried, nem. con.

Undoubtedly the chain was extremely rusty—but it is
possible to conceive that an extreme decree of rust may
be produced in no considerable time, under the circum-
stances in which the chain was found—soaked in moisture.
As to decay, the chain would have secured the strongest
man in the room.

The Quarterly court in April, for the first time aflter a
lapse of twenty-eight years, appointed visitors.—The vi-
sitars found an old rule, that in erder to prevent fraudu-
lent charges, no bills (exeept for subsistence) should be
sent by the Sieward to the friends of the patients, without
the signature of the visitors—and they gave notice of this
rule to Mr. Surr; who did not choose to submit to the
new regime.

At an adjourned Quarterly court on the 5Sth of May,
¢ Mr. Surr having been called in and desired to explain

ine were referred to by Mr. Alderman Wilson—and Mr. Nicoll stated the
ground on which he had put his motion of thanks to Mr. Higgins, detiiling
ihe transactions of the 14th of April, in substance as above given. Dr. Hest
immediately accused Mr. Nicoll of asserting a falzehood. Another Governor
supported him. In consequence of this indecorum, the Archbishop properly
interfered, to stop farther altercation. A statement of what ].:ilf-‘:l.'l] at =&
public meeting, cannot be considered asfalsified by the Tie direct of one or two
individuals, The recollection of a larze majority of the Governors present at

the April meeting, must confirm the correctoess of the statement now given.

"HI:I:I' he T
ihe sisilo
hat he
Pumtﬂl ;
{hat he 8
if 5ut‘f| al
};'I!Th‘-‘f e
quisiliuni
It has
of the di
which W
conduct
degree
those un
callous
which o
Samuel '
“ Mr.
architect,
in the Ir
withou! a
i wet stor
was indee
with exer
Tiot s, ap
Waist, A
Was ot g
l!-'|1ﬂl’[:I s
Was bu“
him, '['[;E
ﬁllh],' staf
Was spok
il copy;
liiry of




65

Iy why he refused to observe the order required of him by
of the visitors, said he was not aware such an order existed ;
ng that he had been so long, (viz. ever since he was ap-
pointed Steward) accustomed to sign his own bills only,
e | that he should consider it an impeachment of his integrity
ik ' if such an order was now enforced; and that he would
lat '. rather resign his situation than comply with such a re-
u guisition.”
" It has already appeared in the instances of the fire, and
. of the discovered cells, that the knowledge of the inquiries
which were going on, and the observation to which their
s conduct was exposed, had produced in the keepers, no
i degree of vigilance, or of attention to the persons of
: those under their care—that their feelings were hecome
2 callous by habit. Another instance of the same kind
E . which occurred about this period, is authenticated by Mr.
st Samuel Tuke. i
“ Mr. Tuke visiting the house, accompanied by the aﬂ
I‘ g architect, between ten and eleven o’clock one morning, ,Hi
fl- in the month of April, 1814, found a male patient, f!
Re without any clothes whatever, standing in a wash-house on b
be a wet stone floor, apparently in the last stage of decay; he :
i was indeed a mere skeleton ; his thighs were nearly covered
his with excrement in a dry state, and those parts which were
lhe not so, appeared excoriated, as did also some parts of his
waist. A keeper, who was called, said, that the patient
o, was not accustomed to leave his bed; that he was a perfect
aill child, and could do nothing for himself ; that his attendant
= was busy killing pigs, and could not, therefore, attend to
the him. The bed which he was sdid to have left was in the mest
E'j: filthy state, and corresponded with that of his body. He
2 was spoken of by all (indeed it was impossible to see him
;;_.,. and consider him otherwise) as a dying man. The further
ta history of this poor creature proved, however, the fallacy
fwo L
pal
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of appearances. He was removed to another part of the
Asylum where he was better attended, and, in a few months,
was 80 much recovered, as to be removed to his parish, in
an inoffensive, though imbecile state of mind.”

It cannot be wondered that such a spectacle should
make a strong impression on one who had been accustomed
to witness the humane attention of the managers and
keepers at the Retreat.
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CHAPTER Vi

Petition against My, Risis Mad- House Bill,

J&.T a special meeting of the Governors, held the 16th
of July; 1814, it was determined to petition the House of
Lords, against the bill which had then passed the House of
Commons. There were several grounds for this petition.
Though the regulations of the bill might be extremely sa-
lutary in private mad-houses, (of which the York Asylum,
previous to 1814, was one) yet in the case of an institu-
tion vigilantly attended by a Committee and by visitors, the
vesting such a controuling power in the Magistrates, as in
effect to take the management out of the hands of those
who are interested in the welfare of the charity, would pro-
duce injurious effects, Public charities are encouraged,
because they are under the management of their patrons,
Ifabuses arise, the public either makes an exertion to re-
medy them, or withdraws its countenance from the abused
institution.—The Asylum might, it was apprehended, be
guarded against a relapse into its formier state of neglect,
by requiring an affidavit of visitation to be annually made
by the visiting Governors.

Another reason for petitioning was, the hea vy and un-
necessary tax to which this bill would have subjected the
funds of the Asylum. This had been pointed out in the
Committee of the House of Commons; and the Right Hon,
Chairman (who listened with humane and patient atten-
tion to every suggestion for the improvement of the bill)
adopted a clause for lightening the burden, not only in the
case of institutions for parish paupers, but in that of insti-

I 2
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tutions like the York and Nottingham Asylums, which are
of a mixed nature—admitting many patients, who though
not technically paupers, (1. e. maintained by parishes) are
equally objects of charity. It was therefore justly a mat-
ter of surprise, that after the bill had been commiited and
recommitted, printed and reprinted, it came down into the
country, containing indeed the mitigating clanse alluded,
to—but by the omission of two words*, wholly deprived
of its effect. Under these circumstances, the Governors
of the Asylum united in the petition against the obnoxious
clauses of a bill—the general intention of which must be
admitted to be excellent, and its effects—when it shall
have been matured and passed into a law—Ilikely to be
salutary.

Mr. Higgins, about the same time, presented a counter
petition, praying the House not to listen to the Governors,
but rather to make the law more strict with respect 1o the
Asylum. Both petitions concur in pointing out the expe-
diency of a visitation by Magistrates of the county as well
as city of York. (Copies of the petitions are inserted in
the Appendix, page 46 to 49.) |

# The mising words had been afterwards supplied, unknown to the peti-
tioners.—The bill, however, was withdrawn ; but will probably again come
hefore Parlisment during the present Session.
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CHAPTER VIL

e

Projected :ifff’;“ﬂﬁﬂﬂs in the System "of the
Asylum.

THE Committee of rules and management assembled
occasionally during the months of June and July, to con-
sider of the arrangement of a new code of rules. These
were laid before the Quarterly court in July, in order that
they might be in the hands of the Governors, and might be
weighed and considered by every individual before the
great Annual meeting in August, of which an account will
be given. In the present chapter, it is intended to notice
only a few topies, which were not afterwards particularly
discussed at the General meeting.

1. It was supposed by many, that the appointment of
iwo or more Physicians, instead of one, would be proposed
by the new Governors, as a sovereign cure for all evils
and abuses—that the sitnation of Physician to the Asylum,
like the rectory of Simonburn, was too fat a living for
one, and would afford to carry double at least. The fact,
however, was, that most of the new Governors thought
one Physician sufficient—they had no wish for a change of
the individual. Dr. Best was as acceptable to them as any
other man ; and his professional abilities were unquestion~
able. Even if a change were to have been made, there is
no point on which we should have entertained such various
opinions, as on the nomination of a successor to Dr. Best.

As opulent patients, however, were to be admitted for
the sake of the poor, it seemed reasonable that the Gover-
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nors should not be restricted from admitting the patients

of other Physicians ; and it was therefore proposed in the

Committee, that affluent patients might be attended by any
regular medical practitioner whom their friends chose—(a
rule adopted in the Asylum at Glasgow). This was stre-
nuously resisted by Dr. Best and his friends, and was ne-
gatived—the numbers in thé Committee being equal, pro
and con. :

2. To improve the annual income, it was proposed to
admit subscribers of two guineas per annum, as Gover-
nors. The patients had been materially reduced in num-
ber; in consequence of the fire ; yet it appeared that it
would be necessary to support the same establishment of
officers and servants; whose salaries and board must be
provided for ot of the payments of the reduced number
of patients. It was apprehended that without some addi-
tional aid the charity would either be soon bankrupt, of
be unable to admit the poorer elasses at a moderate weekly
sum. The proposed method of improving the ilicome of
the charity, excited the jealousy of the country gentlemen,
as calculated to introduce amongst the Governors, a lowek
order of persons, who, unfike the Old Governors, would be
disposed to promote jobs and private interests, instead of
the good of the charity, On this ground the proposal was
negatived.

3. It was also proposed in the Comnittee to supply the
want of a Chaplain to the Asylim. Tt had been observed;
that on the morning after the fire, a Bible and the « Whole
duty of man’ were found in the apartiments of tlie patients
—the leaves partly consumed. ©One of these lay open
near the remains of a patient’s apparel, and had evidently
been in his hands before he retired to rest.—There can be
no doubt that in a state approaching to convalescence, the
offices of religion must be consclatory and advantageous,
Mr. 8. Tuke observes, “ to encourage the influence of re-
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ligious principles over the mind of the insane, is consideps
ed of great consequence, as a nieans of cure.”’— Many
patients attend the religious meetings of the Soei ety, held
in the city; and most of them are assembled on a first day
afternoon, at which time, the superintendent reads to them
several chapters in the bible. A profound silence gene-
rally ensues, during which, as well as the time of reading,
it is very gratifying to observe their orderly conduct, and
the degree in which those who are much disposed to action,
restrain their different propensities.”

It was, therefore, proposed in the Committee, “ that the
nanister for the time being of the parish, should have free
access to the dsylum; and visit the patients as often as he
should see occasion.”—Some mad M ethodist, perhaps—was
the remark ofa clergyman, to the Archbishop of York on
the proposal being made *,

It had more than once been stated in the Committee, as
an established fact, that fanaticism is the principal cause
of lunacy—and therefore, it seems not wholly foreign to

* This is not the first time that it has been attempted to impress the Argh-
bishop of York with a persnasion that there is a body of mad enthusiasts
amongst the Clergy of his diocese, :

The Rev, Syduey Smith, in a visitation sermon preached. at Malton, thus,
presents the hieads of his brethren in a charger to the Archbishop., ¢ It is im-
possible not to observe that there is gradually growing up among us a new fae-
tion of ministers, pretending to more than ordinary sanctity, and emphatically
disfinguishing themselves + by the 'name of the Evangelical Clergy.—What
we have to fear from all this fresh impetuosity is, that it will produce & erisis—
it can never be stationary 3 it must come to an end ¢ it isa contest of extrava-
gance, a perverted struggle, where the least wise is the most honourable, and
where the ohject seems to be o lash mankind to a state of the greafest folly and
delivium which the wide limits of human imbecility will permit.”—** That such
men as I have described have entered, and are entering into our establishment,
iz one of the greatest misfortupes by which the church is this day aflicted.”

t They do not assnme the appellation—it is given to them as a term of re-
proach,
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this history, to inquire into the grounds of the assertivil;
It appears to be founded on the opinion of Mr. Haslam,
the apothecary to Bethlem hospital—* In his ¢ Observa-
tions on madness,” page 20635,

¢« We see nothing in the solemn pomp of Catholic worship;
which could disorganize the mind; as human beings, they
have employed human art, to render the impression more
vivid and durable. The decorous picty and exemplary
life of the quaker has signally exempted him from this
most severe of human infirmities. The established church
of this country, of which I am an unworthy member, will
delude no one by its terrors to the brink of fatuity.”— The
pastors of this church are are men of liberal education, and
many of them have attained the highest literary character;
they are, therefore, eminently qualified to afford instruc-
tion.”—¢ Although the faction of faith will owe me no
Lindness for the disclosure of these opinions, yet it would
be ungrateful, were I to shrink from the avowal of my
obligations to meTHODISM, for the supply of those numerous
eascs, which has constituted my experience of this wretched
calamity.”

Myr. Haslam in a note on the word * methodism™ quotes
ihe following passage {rom the Edinburgh Review for Jan-
uary, 1808, p. 342—¢ We shall use the general term of
methodism to designate these three classes of fanatics, Ar-
minian and Calvinistic methodists, and the evangelical
elergymen of the church of England—not troubling our-
selves to point out the finer shades, and nicer diseriminations
of Lunacy, but treating them all as in one general con-
spiracy against eommmon sense, and rational orthodox
christianity.”

It must be evident from a perusal of these extracts, that
Mr. Haslam is meddling with a subject with whieh he is

wholly unacquainted.
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# There is nothing,” he says, * in the pomp of Catholic
worship to disorganize the mind.”—Were religion under
any of its forms amoengst the causes of madness, there is
none more likely to affect the mind than the Roman Ca-
tholie. The rapturous discourses of its divines—the pomp
of its religious rites—the sublime musical compositions
which accompany its Te Deums and masses,*—the vows
and penances which it exacts—are all calculated to work
strongly on the passions of the worshipper.—The Pope
himself would scarcely venture to promise the Catholic
a dispensation from lunacy.

Mr. Haslam’s ignorance of Quakerism is no less re-
marked. “The decorous piety of the Quaker, has signally
exempted him.”—Mr. Haslam is evidently ignorant of the
peculiar tenets of this sect—and of the frequently impas-
sioned manner of their public speakers—or they would
have been honoured with a place in his list of fanatical
methodists. Kven in the sphere of his own profession, he
is also ill informed on the subject of the Quakers. Because
they have taken care that their lunatics shall not be placed
in the clutches of Mr. Haslam—the secrets of whose prison~
house are now before parliament—he rashly eoncludes that
they are “ signally exempted” from insanity. Yet in the
Retreat at York, at the very time Mr. Haslam was writing,
there were sixty lunatics belonging to this religious
society.

After complimenting the establishment, and pronouncing
the clergy to be “ all men of liberal education,” he informs
us of his obligations to methodism for the supply of nume-
rous cases —and, adopting his creed from the Edinburgh

# Whoever is acquainted with the Rev. Mr. Latrobe’s selections of sacred
music, from the composers of Germany and Italy, must admit that it is there
we must look for the finest church music in the world.
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Review, he includes under this term, Armivian and Calyi-
nistic Methodists, and the Evangelical clergy of the church of
England. Yet out of about fifty cases, noticed in his book,
there is only one in which the patient’s disorder is attri-
buted to enthusiasm—and this Mr. Haslam only takes
{rom report.—QOut of 150 cases recorded by Mr. S. Tuke,
at the Retreat, he does not trace one to religious impres-

3

sions,—* In one instance,”” he observes, * the disorder

came on during the singing in @ methodist meeting-house # ;
but an extraordinary excitement had been previously ob-
served, which it is at least highly probable, led the patient
to the place where the ebullition of his mind could no
longer be repressed.”

To Mr. Haslam’s questionable evidence on this head, is
opposed the counter testimony of Mr. Crowther, the sur-
geon to Bethlem ; who says—* As for the opinion which
some entertain of the prevalent effect of methodism, in pro-

ducing insanity, proof, in place of bold and bare assertion,

——————— e

#* This anecdote, - notwithstanding the guarded manner in which Mr. Tuke
has introduced it, will doubiless be considered by some members of his Society,
as furnishing an additional argument against the vse of music in divine wr:u'.ilu.ij_m,r
and perhaps by some members of the Establishment as an objection to that
congregational singing sought to be introduced into our churches. Yet this
is a practice of as high antignity as the establishment of Christianity itself. The
Christians in the first century were accustomed to sing responsive hymns to
Chirist as God. +  When two of the first preachers of [.'|L:"i:2|!izln'r1:.' were thrust
into an inner prison, and their feet made fast in the stocks, they sang hiymns to
God ; and though it was midnizht, they sang so loud, that the prisoners heard
them. Could Paul and Silas now visit the churches, it isdifficult to say whether
their surprise would be greater on attending the QQuakers’ meeting, where they
would find no singing at all—or on entering one of our churches, where the
idle pt‘i]pli' pent up opposite to cach other in those vile inclosures, called WS,
have resigned the work of praise to the execrable solo of the parish clerk.

+ Carmenque Christo quasi Dco canere secum invicem—Plin, Lib, 18,
Epist. 97.
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is required to settle this point.” (Crowiher’s practical re-
marks.)

Joanna Southeott has lately deluded 2 number of per-
sons with the promise of a new Messish—The number of
her followers has been estimated at one hundred and ten
thousand. Never perhaps, since the time when the prophets
of Baal, vainly cutting themselves with knives and lancets,
were exposed to the mockery of Elijah—have impious ex-
pectations been more completely overwhelmed with con-
tempt and derision, than by the opening of the body of
Joanna Southcott.—At this period, if fanaticism were the
grand cause of insanity, we might expect our mad-houses
to be crowded with the disappointed followers of Joanna—
Let the inquiry be fairly made throughout the kingdomn—
all I can say is, that though her disciples were numerous
in Yorkshire, no application has been made to admit any
one of them into the Asylum.

[t scems, therefore, scarcely necessary to observe on the
improbability of the charge preferred against the evange-
lical clergy. These are for the most part useful and re-
spectable men—remarkable in the closet for a diligent
study of the seriptures, and the writings of the fathers, and
in public for the other duties of their office. Their zeal,
of which it has been prophesied that it must come to an
end, has in many instances been burning with a steady and
unabated flame for a period of 20, 30, or 40 years. Under
such pastors the heads of our church need not be alarmed,
lest the people should be lashed to delirium. There is
more danger from apathy than from enthusiasm.—The
present, it should be observed, is no new attempt to

raise a cry against religious zeal, as the proof of a dis-
ordered intellect.  Ofthe author of our religion his country-
men said—* he hath a devil, and is mad; why hear ye
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him:"” % Ofhis great apcrstle a pagan governor said with
a loud voice, * Paul thou art beside thyself;”” and the
disciples were taught to expect such accusations. ¢ If
they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how
much more will they call them of his household

To return to the proposal before the Committee respect-
ing the clergyman of the parish ; if fanaticism be amongst
the causes of insanity, we are furnished with an additional
argument for allowing the attendance of a judicious chap-
lain. How otherwise are the erroneous notions which
have been the cause of the disease to be eradicated r—Till
this is done, we cannot expect an effectual cure.

Notwithstanding the alarm endeavoured to be excited,
the motion was approved by the Archbisliop, and adopted
by the Committee.
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* His friends sought to lay hold of him ; for they said, “ 0'n Zign.
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CHAPTER VIIL

e T e

.PJ'G{‘(‘F{HH{}S of the Annunal Court.

e

H_ T will have already appeared that the report of the Com-
mittee of rules and management was neutralized, for the
purpose of producing unanimity. It was notlikely to meet
the sanguine views and expectations of Mr. Higgins ; and
that gentleman was apprehensive lest the result should be
unsatisfactory. Previous to the Annual meeting, he there-
fore published a letter in the newspapers, alluding to the
principal abuses of the Asylum, and labouring to make a
strong impression on the minds of the Governors®,

* To the GOVERNORS of the YORK LUNATIC ASYLUM.

My Lomrps Axn GENTLEMEX,

A s the abuses, which are now not denied to have existed i the York Lunatic
;'Ls\!."l.um, will prohably be laid before Parliament in the ensuing Sesion, it is
unnecesary to say much about them,

Let me however hricily remind you, that it appears from the reports of your
Committee, that large sums of moaney Aarising from the admision of aopulent
Patients have not beenapplied, according to the original intention, to the relief
of the poorer classes ; and that the lonatic poor, who have been conlided to
the care of your officers and servants by the Magistrates, have been neglected
and abused. It does fiot, however, appear that any of the persons, who have
thus abused your confidence, or bétrayed their trust, have yet been dismissed
from their situations, or even censured for their misconduct,

Under these circumstances, T hope yon will not fail to aitend at the General
mecting, which is fixed for Friday in the ensuing Race week, at eleven o'clock
in the forenoon,

[ think it now hoth my right and my daty to éall wpon von to do jostice to
the institution and the public, and I feel confident I shall not call in vain.

In the name of all those perons, whose violent deaths are so stated in your
books, as to disguise the facts from you, I call for justice.

In the name of ons hundred and forly-four Patients, whose deaths have been
concealed from the Public and from you, I call for justice,
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The general Annual court of the 25th ﬂfﬁllg'tlsi, held at
the Guildhall, was attended by about 80 Governors. The

I call upon you to clear the house of every individual, who has neglected his
oty or abysed his authority.
I call upon you to cleanse the Avgean Stable, from top to bottom.
I have the honour to be,
My Lords and Gentlemen,
Your most obedient hamble Servant,
GODFREY HIGGINEK,
Skellow-Grange, Avg. 1814,

i

In consequence of this letler, Dr. Best published
the following :

YORK LUNATIC ASYLUM.
To the EDITOR of the YORK CHRONICLE.
Sir,

From the natare of the letter published by Mr. Higgins, in the York Herald
of Saturday last, it is not to be doubted that decided steps will be taken by
the Governprs of the Asylum, at the approaching Meeting on Friday.

Should the facts, tp which the Governers are referred, be found to warrant
the contents of that letter, justice demands that the suggestion therein con-
tained, should be acted upon without hesitation, in regard to every officer and
servant of the house. Should it appear that the charges are not warranted by
the facts to which reference is made, it follows as a matter of conrse, that snit-
able notice will be taken of conduct, on the part of the accuser, which it would
in that case be impossible to designate by appropriate expressions,

In either event, whether the guilt be affixed on the accused or on the accys-
jng party, justice will not be complete, in circumstances of such enormity,
unless some ulterior measures be resorted to by the public at large, or by the
Magistrates of the County.

Iam, Sir, &c.
August 23d, 1814, Y. Z,

e —

It 15 certain that the General meeting acquitted Dr, Best uf'rrimin:s'liil'l.', anid
did not censure Mr. Higgins, According to Dr. Best's ideclaration, therefore,
Justice will nol be complele in circumstances of such enormity, unless some ulterior
measures be resorled to by the public at large, or by the Magisirates of the
COUMTY,
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first proceeding in order and importance was, the cors)-
deration of the new rules proposed by the Committee. Ap
attempt was, however, made to divert the attention of thé
meeling to the discussion of Mr. Higgins’s letter. Mr.,
Hall Wharton, M. P,, the Rev. Mr. Dealtry, and others,
expressed themselves warmly against Mr. Higgins, and
intimated that he ought to be censured. Lord Milton oly-
served that the business before the court was the regula~
tion of the Asylum, and that Mr. Higgins - was not
amenable to their tribunal. It was decided, by a large
majority, to proceed to consider the rules. The prineipal
of these will here be noticed in their order.

1. Tt was determined unanimously, that there should be
one Physician: and (by a majority) that the fiiends of pa-
tients might call in any regular Physician in consultation,

2. That the dpothecary should be the superintendent of
the house.

3. The qualification of Governors was fixed to be a do-
nation of £20 or upwards to general purposes.

4. The powers of the Quarterly and Annual courts were
defined,

Under this liead a resolution was adopted, that no Go-
vernor, or other person, shall be present, when any matter
relating to himself is under consideration, unless with the
approbation of the court.

Lord Milton proposed (and the resolution was adopted
by a majority) that

No Governor, being an officer of the establishment, shall
be of the quorum, either at a General, or @ Quarterly, or
Spectal court,
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5. A Committee of seven Was directed to be regularly ap-
pointed by ballot at each Quarterly court, far the general
superintendence and government of the houyse.

It was moved by Lord Milton, and carried hy a majo-
rity, that

No officer of the institution shall be eligible to act on the
Commitlee.

6. Fisiting Govermars are to be appointed at each
Quarterly conrt-—qnd ladies (whether coniributors or not)
are to be requested fo visit the female wards. The pro-
ceedings and observations of the Committee and the visi-
tors to be entered in writing, and read at the Quarteriy
courts.

On the motion already alluded to—that the minister of
the parish should be a yisitor—being put, Mr. Higgzins
moved as an addition, that paticnts of different persuasions
should be attended by their own ministers. 'This amend-
ment occasioned some difficalty, and, in the end, the oris
ginal motion was withdrawn, and the matier was left to
the discretion of the Commiltee.

7. The admission and classification of patients came un-
der consideration. These were divided into various classes,
from three guineas a week downwards.

Earl Fitawilliam here expressed his great surprise, on
learning from the report of the Committee, that the highest
class of patients at present in the Asylum, paid only 14s.
a week. This, his Lordship observed, was contrary to
the rules. What (he asked) had become ol the higher
classes, who, according to the rales, were to pay 20s. per
week and upwards ?

These, it was.answered, were Dr. Best's private pa-
tients, for whom he received what he thought fit, and paid
ihe house only 14s. Earl Fitzwilliam declared his asto-

nishment ; he had been a Governer for a leng percd ol
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years, and regularly attended the Annual meetings, but
he never before heard of any private patients of the
Physician. '

8. Tre Puvysician, in addition to his professional duties,
is to notice any negligence or misbehaviour which he may ob-
serve in any of the officers or servants.

To which Earl Fitzwilliam moved, that it be added,

He is expected to pay attention to the state of the persons
of the patients, and to remark the condition of their apart-
ments. This was carried.

9. The remuneration of the Physician came next under
consideration. A fixed salary was proposed in lieu of fees.
This Lord Fitzwilliam strenuously objected to. He show-
ed, from the state of the finances, that the charity was
without any funds for the maintenance of the patients: he
had no ebjection to the Physician’s receiving his fees from the
affluent patients, according to the old rules, but would ne-
ver consent to vote him a salary, which the charity had no
means of paying, and which must therefore come out of
the pockets of the poor lunatics.” To this it was replied,
that the system of fees was liable to abuses.

On a division, the remuneration by salary was carried by
a large majority; the physician fo accept no fees or
gratuities.

On the quantum of salary, various opinions were enter-
tained—and it was determined that the question should he
first decided, whether the Physician should be precluded
from having private establishments.

Lord Milton strenuously contended against this privi-
lege to the Physician, as detrimental to the interests of the
charity, and calculated to occasion the removal of those
affluent patients from the house, whose overflowings were
relied on for the relief of the poor. Upon a show of hands,

Lord Milton's motion for precluding the Physician from pri-
L
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vate establishments was declared to be lost. The noble
Lord called for a division, when there appeared a majo-
rity of six against the motion.

On this occasion, many of the leading prometers of re-
form voted in favour of this privilege to the Physician. Tae
prohibit Dr. Best from private establishments would, in
effect, have been a dismissal—for though a liberal salary
might be allowed, his private lunatic establishments were
conceived to be a source of greater emolument, If the
Governors were not prepared to dismiss their Physician
upon a direct motion for the purpose, there seemed a hard-
ship towards him in adopting a rule, which, however de-
sirable for the charity, was in effect—though indireetly—
compelling Dr. Best to resign.

Different sums were then proposed for the salary : 4001
was negatived without a division : 2001. and 300 guineas
were then proposed. Mr. Thompson, of Hull, M. P, re-
marked, that it was very unusual to give so large a salary
for attending any charitable institution. Most of these
were attended gratis ; and he doubted not if the situation
was vacant, offers would be made by many Physicians of
their gratuitous services. The credit of the situation, and
the introduction to private practice, (from which the Phy-
gician would not be restricted) was a sufficient inducement
without any salary at all. 1In the great hospitals in Lon-
don, he understood 501 or 100l per annum, was the
highest salary. IHe therefore could not vote for so large a
sum as was proposed. Karl Fitzwilliam repeated his de-
termination to vote for no salary at all, until it was proved
there were funds to make it good. Several shows of
hands now took place; and at length, the majority was
declared to be in favour of @ salary of THHREE HUN-
DRED GUINEAS per ann. till further order.

10. The duties of the situations of Treasurer, Apothecary,
Sicward, Matron, and Sgrvants in general, were defined.
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11. It was decided that the present and future contribu-
tors to Lupton’s Accumulating Fund should be Governors
whenever that fund should be opened.

The whole code of new rules being adopted, Mr. Hig-
gins proposed, that as abuses had prevailed, and as a new
constitution was now adopted, the whole of the officers of
the house should (in a parliamentary phrase) be sent back
to their constituents; in other words, that their places
should be declared vaeant; and a new election take place on
2 future day. The motion was regularly made and se-
conded. Mr. Higgins was now called upon by Mr. Hall
Wharton and others, to lay a ground for his motion, by
showing that abuses had existed. 'T'his Mr. Higgins pro-
eeeded to do in the three instances alluded to in his letter -
and though he was repeatedly interrupted and attacked, he
preserved the greatest temper and coolness. He showed,
in the first place, from the report of the Committee, that
large sums, arising from the payments of the opulent pa-
tients, had never been placed to the eredit of the institu-
tion, for the benefit of the indigent, according to the in-
tention of the charity ; and that cven of the sums received
from the middling classes, only a part had been brought
to account.

2

Here Mr. Higgins was interrupted by Dr. Best and his
friends, who charged Mr, Higgins with a personal attack
on the Doctor. Mr. Higgins disavowed any such inten-
tion—he had been called upon to state facts, and he had
confined himself to a plain statement, without attributing
blame any where. Earl Fitzwilliam and Lord Milton de-
clared they now heard, with the utmost astonishment, that
the Physician, instead of taking moderate and reasonable
fees from the affluent, which the Governors had authorized
him to do, had put in his own pocket those sums which
were intended for the support of the poor lunatics ; and

L2




".
R -'-r-\_-_-'-_.'.. .
B T .-:i

i

et '*.‘ e i

84

that though he was allowed to take fees from the affluent
only, he had even participated in the weekly payments of
patients paying so low as 10s. per week. Dr. Best un-
derwent a long interrogation from the two noble Lords,
during which, he vindicated himself on the grounds of the
practice of his predecessor, and the presumed connivance
of the Governors. Earl Fitzwilliam held up his hands in
great agitation at the discovery—he said he had been de-
ceived in Dr. Hunter ; his Lordship was almost the oldest
surviving Governor, and had audited the accounts at every
Annual meeting ; yet so far from conniving at, he had ne-
ver even entertained a suspicion of such practices.

Dr. Best called on the Governors to come to an imme-
diate decision, whether or not he had misapplied the funds.
It was late in the day; and Lord Milton proposed an ad-
journment, but Dr. Best’s friends were pressing. A mo-
tion was made and seconded—that Dr. Best was not guilty
of misapplying the funds of the institution. This motion
being strongly opposed by Earl Fitzwilliam and others, as

contrary to the facts, it was withdrawn, and another was
substituted by Mr. Nicoll—¢ fiat no CRIMINALITY AT-
Tacugs To Dr. Best for misapplication of the funds of ihis
institution. 'This resolution was carried with only a small
minority—amongst whom were Earl Fitzwilliam and Liord
Milton, '

The court adjourned, at about six o’clock, to the fol-
lowing day.

The next morning Mr. Higeins resumed his proof of
abuses, in which he had been interrupted hy-the discussion
already noticed.

Having proved misapplication of funds, he proceeded
to prove from the report of the Committee, neglect and ill
treatment of the patients—particularly those of the poorer
class—and concealment of the actual number of deatbs.
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Mr. Higgins had now made good his case, and might
fairly have urged his motion for a general dismissal of
officers and servants, which had not been postponed, and
never withdrawn.—Another motion, however, was new
introduced by the Rev. Mr. Graham, and supported by
Mr. Nicoll—that the offices of Steward, Apothecary, and
Matron, should be declared wacant.

This motion was severely animadverted on by Lord
Milton, on account of the omission of the Physician— why
(exclaimed his Lordship) not pounce upon the head?’——
Other Governors wished the subordinate officers to bhave
a hearing; but most of those who had been stremueus to
save the Physician from dismissal, seemed indifferent as
to the fate of the inferior officers. They were called in,
however, and indulged with the formality of a hearing—
after which, Mr. Graham’s proposition was earried with
very few «dissenting votes.

Itis acknowledged, that with a view to the rurure
welfare of the charity, it might be sufficient to change the
domestic officers—retaining the Physician—but if the
proceeding had reference to the past, and to the compara-
tive responsibility which attached to the superior and to
the subordinate officers, this line of conduct was ex-
tremely hard and unjust towards the latter justice fo
them called for that general removal which Mr. Higgins
proposed.—The marked forbearance shown towards the
Physician, was also liable to ‘misconstruction. Dr. Best
had before publicly declared in the newspapers, 'that
the characters of himself and of Mr. Higgins, were
at issue, on the event of this meeting; and the friends
of the Doctor ‘were mow emboldened to claim a decisive
victory. 'The public were congratulated in:the newspapers
that * after.a most scrutinizing and minute investigation
into the direction, manmagement, and treatment of the .pa-
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tients”—only the two cases of Kidd and Schorey had been
proved. As to the Physician, it was said, that a “ severe
“ scrutiny” had led “ to a perfect conviction on the mind
“ of every gentlemanly observer, that the conduet of that
“ officer had been peculiarly correct, and that his unsolicited
“ resignation of some of the emoluments which his prede-
“ cessor enjoyed, as proved at that' meeting, had been
“ nobly disinterested.”

It cannot excite surprise, that under these circumstances,
Mr. Higgins and the active promoters of reformation con-
ceived that further explanation was necessary. Mr. Hig-
gins’s letter to Earl Fitzwilliam appeared soon afterwards.

There was an adjourned General court on the 7ih of
October, for the election of an Apothecary, a Steward,
and a Matron. Mr. Miller, of Malton, was elected Apo-
thecary—Mrs. Harrison (then the Matron to the County
Hospital) Matron—and Mr. Pyemont, Steward.

At this meeling, a case of conscience was stated by Dr.
Best, on the rule which prohibits fees or gratuities to the
Physician, from the friends of patients in the Asylum.—
A patient recovered and discharged, had sent him a brace

of partridges. Was he either to throw them out into the
street, or be charged with criminality? Whilst it is im-
possible not to remark on this occasion, a splenctic attack
on the promoters of the new system, it may also he noticed
as an instance of successful attention on the part of the
Physician, and of gratitude on the part of the patient.—
It happened to me last winter, to be in company with a
gentleman recently discharged out of the Asylum, after a
short confinement—cured—who considered himself greatly
indebted to the care and assiduity of Dr. Best—Let it not
be eoncluded that the horizon of the Asylum was universal
darkness —that its moon was too far in the wane to afford
the smallest light, or the cloud which covered it, s0 un-
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broken, that not a single star appeared. Doubtless there

have been many, (whose malady was materially connected
with bodily indisposition) to whom medical skill and at-
tention were beneficial, and it is also hoped a few solitary
instances, in which the patient when he saw that he was

healed, returned, giving glory to God, and thanks to #he
LPhysician,
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CHAPTER IX.

—*—-

History of the Asylum, from the General
Meeting, 1814, to the end of the year.

THE election of a new Apothecary, Matron, and Steward,
on the 7th of October has been noticed. On the same day,
a new sct of attendants was introduced into the Asylum.
The attention of the visitors had indeed already produced
very salutary improvements in the appearance of the house,
and the condition of the patients; the effects of the refor-
mation were already apparent—nor did it appear that
any other disorders or irregularities had ever occurred
amongst the servants, except such as might be expected
in a large establishment, left wholly to itself. Yet still it
was feared that habits had been acquired of a callous in-
sensibility to the comforts and enjoyments of the patients,
which it would be difficult, if not impossible, to correct ;
and therefore, the Commiitee, to whose discretion it was
left, conceived it desirable to have an entirely new esta-
blishment of servants. The difficulties arising from the in-
experience of the new officers and servants were temporary,
and less than could have been supposed.

At the Quarterly court of the 14th of December, 1814,
the report books of the visiting Governors—of the Ladies,
visitors of the female wards—and of the Committee, were
read. These reports were of considerable length, embrac-
ing a nuinher of regulations, most of them important, and
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others though minute in themselves, yet tending to promote
the accommodation and comforts of the patients. It was
sufficiently apparent that a progressive improvement was
taking place in the management of the Asylum,

A few circumstances had also transpired during the
quarter, which were noticed in the report of the Com-
mittee, and tend to show more fully (if it were necessary)
the defects of the old system,

The Committee reported that the Matron had been in
the habit of charging a profit on articles purchased by her
for the use of the house*—There was an unaccountable
deficiency in the stock of linen, beds and bedding, not-
withstanding considerable recent supplies.—But the most
extraordinary circumstance reported by the Committee, as
connected with the old system, was the conduct of Mr.
Surr, the late Steward.—The Committee being in want of
his guarterly books of account as to the patients, on
the Monday before the Quarterly court, Mr. Pyemont, the
new Steward, was dispatched to apply to Mr. Surr for
these books—he returned twice without them—Mr. Surr
did not know what books the Committee wanted. The
Committee waited on him in person. He peremptorily re-
fused to deliver them up, or to give any account of them.
The Committee, therefore, repm‘ted to the Quarl&rly
court, that they conceived these books to be the property
of the institution, and submitted that Mr. Surr should be
required to deliver them up.—In consequence of this re-

# Mrs. Atkinson admitted to the Commitlee that the rugs for the patients’
beds were too short, and the blankets would not tuck in.  In an obscure dranch
of medicine, experiments are laudable—an application of extreme cold to the
head had been vouched to the public as efficacious in the cure of insanity-—
the late managers of the Asylum might wish fo try the experiment of a simlge
application to the feel.

m
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port of the Commiitee, Mr, Brook, the {reasurer, was de=
puted by the Quarterly court, to demand the books—he
returned with an answer, that Mr, Surr, after the Com-
mittee left him on Monday night, had in a moment of irri-
fafion, BURNT THE WHOLE OF THE BOOKsS—eXcept the book
for the guarter just expiring.

The following rvesolution was then passed:

¢ That the conduct of Mr. Surr, in withholding from
the Commiliee, several account books belonging to this
institution, and destroying them, deserves the severest
reprehension of this court, and is a most ungrateful return
for the indulgence shown him by the last Annual court, in
allowing him to reside in the Steward’s house until the 6th
of April next.”

A no less extraordinary circumstance occurred at the
next meeting of the Committee—sufficiently proving that
if the burning of the books really took plaece, it was not a
sally of passion, but a deliberate act of selection. My, Surr
produced to the Committee those quarterly books which tally
with his acesunts, and are so contrived, that whilst the Phy-
sician was receiving considerable sums out of the weekly
payments of the patients, he does not appear to receive a
single shilling—the other set of books, which would have
disclosed the Steward’s actual receipts, he still declared
he had destroyed,

In the Asylum investigations, cONCEALMENT appears at
every step of our progress. 385 patients have died—the
number is advertised 221. A patient disappears, and is
never more heard of, he is said to be “ removen.” A pa-
tient 1s kilfed—his body is hurried away to prevent an in-
quest. He is cured—but it is by some medicine, the com-
position of which is known only to the Doctor. The pub-
lie ery out, that a patient has been neglected—ithere is a
levy en mass of respectable Governors to quell the distur-
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bance, and to certify that the patient has been treated
“ with all possible care, attention, and humanity.” A Com-
mittee of investigation desires to be shown the house— cer-
tain cells “ in an extreme state of filth and peglect” are
omitted to be pointed out to them. The Governors ex-
amine the accounts—there dre considerable sums, of which
neither the receipt nor the application appears. T hey in-
spect the Physician's report—it only-aids the conceal-
ment. The Steward’s books are inquired for—in a moment
of irritation he selects for the flames, such of them as he
thought it net adviseable to produce. And yet every oir-
cumstance of concealment is imputed by some to mere ac-
cident—and every attempt o tear off the mask, and exhibit
the Asylum in its true character, is stigmatized as a libel,
or an indelicate disclosure !

It is not, however, suspected that there is any material
fact concealed from tlie public, which the burnt books would
have disclosed, nor that any individual was privy to the
act of burning them.

The only Quarterly books of this series which have
escaped the flames, are the accounts of Mr. Eastburn, the
former Apothecary, for the first and second quarters of 1797,
and the account of Mr. Surr for the second quarter of
1799. The latter was accidentally found out of its
place, amongst the bundles of Quarterly accounts deliver-
ed up by the late Steward.

Mr. Eagbaurn’s Accls. Mr, Burr's dects.,
Ist Qr.of 1797, 2d Qr. of 1799,
Patients at 24s. per-week, of which Dr. Hunter
received of the Steward 14s. ...... e ey araekn
s at 16s. of which Dr. IH. received Bs. ...

1

————- at 15s. of which Dir. H, received 55, ... 0
at 14s. of which Dr. H.received 4s. .. 1 .. .cocunineds

2
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at 10s, 64. of which Dr. H. recd. 1s, 6d.
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Mr. SURR's ACCOUNTS.
2d Quarter of 1813.

Dr. Best’s private Patients, whose accounts do not pass through the
Steward’s hands—for whom the Steward received of the Phy-
gician 14s.—and who were distinguished in the burnt books by
thetlefies B 0 e i e v v g aaan et T Y

Patients at 155, of which Dr. Best received of the Steward 5s.7.... 16

= at 125, of which Dr, Best received 25, vovvcvsvsssnnenss 11

s~ at 103,  of which Dr, Best received 1s. ...cuvvuues e |

Parish Panpers, &c. paying 95, cccvvsvnve csevsgracnncssrsasnsss 110

Endigent EonatieatatBan", L. i e e st enraatssnraesyrnasnae 1O
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‘15‘ lllllllllllllllllllllllllllll LR AL R 4

As there are in the Quarterly accounts for 1797 and
1799, a few patients at 10s. a week, which sum the Stew-
ard gives credit for without deduction, it may be presumed
that these patients either requited Dr. Hunter by fees, or
were his private patients, and scttled their accounts with
the Docior himself—in which case, the 10s. entered by the
Steward, was the sum received by him of Dr. Hunter for
each patient,

If there were patientsin 1797, whose acounts were set-
tled with Dr. Hunter himself, and for whom he only al-
lowed the Steward 10s. per week, it seems extraordinary
that in 1797, the Steward was keeping an account for a

e

* Mr. Wilson, who was accidentally discovered to have paid 2 guineas a
week, wasin thisclass. At the time of the fire there was a patient at 8 guineas—
the payments of six others, since rumru.'l::?], are unknown—one patient, remaining
last September, paid £120. per anoum, which in this single case inclnded
clothes and all other etceteras—3 others paid 11 11s. 6d. or 1. 10s.—fivg
were at lower rates, {rom 165, to 30s,
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patient at 24s.—since {his patient would have belonged
l§ to the class of private patients, if such a class existed. It
may be answered, that the patient at 24s, was probably re-

=

moved into the private class between 1797 and 1799—this
was not the fact—the 24s. patient of 1797, is the same
person who is the 15s. patient of 1799, so that Dr. Hun-
ter’s profit upon him was reduced from 14s. to 5s. per
week ; and he was still a patient of the higher class,
according to Mr. Surr’s books. There is, however, no
1§ doubt, that the class of 10s. patients (12 in number in
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:T 17907, but only 5 in 1799) were patients of the higher class, ?E,
I for whom Dr. Hunter was either remunerated by fees, or o B
1 by retaining a proportion of their weekly payments. 1
18 It appeared important to enable the reader to form an f
1 opinion for himself, whether or no Dr. Hunter had, at {
: this period, begun the practice of keeping the accounts E
s with the affluent patients, a practice which, from age and l
, infirmities, he was very unlikely to adopt at a later period 11
(i of his life. Dr. Hunter's profits in 1797, exclusive of what |
i he might receive from the 12 patients at 10s.—are at the |'
b 9 rate of 1751. 10s. per ann.. : in 1799, exclusive of what he ;'
il -might receive from the five patients at 10s. they are at the !
y e rate of 1021, 14s. per ann,
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Remarks in Conclusion.

-*—-

IT is unnecessary to swell these pages with an account
of the proceedings of the Committee in the internal regu-
lation of the Asylum. These are so simple and obvious in
themselves, that they must have occurred in the munage-
ment of all similar establishments ; and it is only'a matter
of surprise that here they should never before have been
attempted.

To provide the patients with the means of employ-
ment and amusement, and to prevail on them to use
these means, is a great desderatum in an establishment
for lunatics. The malady induces habits of desponding in-
activity, and the patient must be roused to exertion.
Here an active and intelligent superintendent possesses
advantages over the Physician, who can only be a periodi-
cal visitor. The patient, from indolence or perverseness,
may refuse those employments or recreations in which he
is desired tp join—but the superintendent ean watch a fa-
vourable opportunity for accomplishing the point.

Such of the patients, the nature of whose malady will
allow it, are now taken to some place of worship every
Sunday, and they appear hi ghly gratified, and desirous of
proving themselves worthy of the confidence placed in them,

There is a circumstance connected with ilﬁ*. new system,
which has been justly complained of by those who had been
in the habit of being employed about funer
Asylum, and to whom ¢ custom hatl

als from the
1 made it a property
of easiness.,”” There has now (Feb. 8, 1815) been no death
amongst the patients since the 14th of July last—a period

of B
gaid
]-ﬂLII
Pa.fj'
witl
four
the
]JE'i'I"
Jto
nor
be |
lity

mig
a1
ges
the
It



it

.

-

fient
‘i

95

of nearly seven months®*. Too frequent visitation, it is
said, unsettles the patients; zeal certainly is the fault of
young beginners. This fault is eured by time; and the
patients may, perhaps, soon be again permitted to die
without interruption. In the former year, exclusive of the
four deaths by fire, there was a mortality of one-sixth of
the whole of the patients (20 out of 173). The same pro-
portion would allow of 17 deaths during the present year.
¥t must, therefore, be a high satisfaction to those Gover=
nors who have been active in reforming the institution, te
be assured, that several human lives have, in all probabi-
lity, been already saved through their exertions.

If there had been a change in the Physician, the public
might have erroneously ascribed this remarkable eessation
of mortality to a superiority of medical ability in the suc-
eessor to Dr. Best. It is therefore material to remark,
that the change has taken place under the same Physician .
It is believed that there had ‘been no want of medical skill ;
but a want of those common attentions to the patients which
are due from one human being to another. A clergyman
was considered by the keepers no beiter than a dog—a
parish pauper much worse. The patients were left at the
merey of tyrannical and unfeeling servants. The poor were
erowded together, that the rich might be accommodated.
"There was a neglect of cleanliness and ventilation.—The
c¢hange on which the Governors may now congratulate

# The number of patieats hias been as follows ==

¥814, July 115 ——— December 101
—— August 99 k815, January 105
—— Seplember 101

October 100 Average 105

[

— November 100

+ Dr. Best is now relieved from that respensibility which' attached to hioe

whilst he was acting not merely as Physician, but as sole manager, and exer-
citing * a general soperintendence aver the subordinate officers and servants.”
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themselves, is therefore the result of common attentions,
and it respects rather the improved bodily healtlr of the
patients, than their restoration to sanity. Madness appears
to be nearly out of the reach of medicine, and to baffle alt
the efforts of human skill,

 Therein the patient
¢ Must minister to himself *—

Or, rather, we must look to that “ unerring Providence,”
to whom it may seem fit; ¢ presently to remove from us
this great calamity, or still to suspend it over us.”

- Yet something may doubtless be done by the perseve-
rance of an observing and judicious superintendent, always
on the spot, marking the different cases of the patients,
with their daily vacillations. The Reviewer of Mr. Samuel
Tuke’s work (in the Edinburgh Review for April, 1814)
has made some forcible observations on this subject, which
deserve to be quoted.

“ Very little dependence (he observes) is o be pliced on
medicine alone for the cure of insanity. The experience, at
least, of this well governed institution (the Retreat) is very
unfavourable to its efficacy. Where an insane person hap-
pens to be diseased in body as well as mind, medicine is
not only of as great importance to him as to any other per-
son, but mueh greater ; for the diseases of the body are
commoulyfound to aggravate those of the mind—but against
mereinsanity, unaccompanied by bodily derangement, it appears
to be almost powerless.”—* They” (the Quakers, observes
the Reviewer)—* are always ready with their money, and
what is of far more importance, with their time and attention,
for every variety of human misfortune. They seem to set
themselves down systematically r'u:,l"hrf: the difficulty, with the
wise conviction that it is to be lessened or subdued only by
great labeur and thought, and that it is always increased
by indelence and peglect.  In this instance they have set
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of e an example of courage, patience, and kindness, which can-
Peary not be too highly commended, or too widely diffused ; and
i A which we are convinced wilf gf'f{:’!’ﬁﬂ!’{ﬁ E.u*fr:g into repute a
milder and better method of treating the insane. For the i
aversion to inspect places of  this sort is so” great, and the
' temptations to neglect and oppress the insane so strong, both ' 1
from the love of power and the improbability of detection, ﬂ I
g, that we have no doubt of the existence of great abuses in the il; J
LT wnterior of many mad-houses. A great deal has been done J‘E ,1
for prisons ; but the order of benevolence has been broken ﬁ"q |
Were. through by this preference ; for the voice of misery may Ime EI
lﬂa].-g sooner come up from a dungeon, than the oppression of a ,fJF 1
len, madman be healed by the hand of justice.” .
mue] Speaking of the Quaker's Retreat, the same writer ob- i '.I'I
$H) serves—* the great principle on which it appears to be Ll
hich conducted, is that of kindness to the patients. It does not |
appear to them (the Quakers) because a man is mad upon |l
{on one particular subject, that he is to be considered in a state |
ot of complete mental degradation, or insensible to the feel- |E
Ty ings of kindness and gratitude. When a madman does |I
- not do what he is bid to do, the shortest method to be sure is {
B fo knock HiMm pown ; and straps and chains are the species 1i
B of prohibitions, which are the least frequently regarded.
i But the Society of Friends seems rather to consult the in-
s lerest of the patient than the ease of lis keeper; and to aim
A J at the government of the insane by ereating in them the
4 kindest disposition towards those who have the command
e over them. Nor can any thing be more wise, humane, or
5 interesting, than the strict attention to the feelings of the
]ﬂ: patients, which seems to prevail in their institutions,”—
v “ An attendant on a mad-house exposes himself to some risk,
1 | and to some he ought to evpose himself, or he is totally unfit
{ . for his situation. | I the f-;['{'.l,u'ii}' of the attendant were the
[

uly object, the situation of the patients would soon be-

N
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come truly desperate. The business is not to risk no-
thing, but not to risk too much*.”

Tl:t: foregoing narrative may serve to show the nature
of those abuses, to which charitable institutions, particularly
receptacles for the insane are liable—the danger of im-
plicit confidence, and the necessity that the Governors, and
Committees, and Visitors of the Asylum, and of all
other charities, should be vigilant. It may also vindi-
cate the new Governors from the charges which have been
circulated, that they stepped forward without necessity,
excited unnecessary clamour, or were influenced by per-
gonal considerations. “ What,” (said a shepherd’s boy in
sacred history) « have I now done? is there nota cause!”

MismanacemenT, like the Goliath of the Philistines was
stalking abroad, and challenging attack. In vain had
the two great champions, Mason and Burgh, wielded their
swords; for the Giant ¢ was armed with a coat of mail;”
and “one bearing a shicld went before him.” In this
}ID]]le:EE-Situﬂﬁﬂll of things, Mr. Higgins and Mr. Nicoll,
together with a few humble individuals, (who were taunt-
ingly told that their donations of twenty pounds did not
make them gentlemen) stepped forward—like the scorned

e I s ——

# Tt ought not to be omitted te be mentioned, that the Reviewer speaks of
Mr. Tuke's work in terms of commendation. * The present account is given
to us by Mr, Tuke, a respectable tea-dealer, living in York ; and given in a
manner, ‘which we are quite sure] tke most opulent and important af his customers
could not excel.”—1If, as there seerss reason to suspect, the ingenious Reviewer
lives not so far north of York as Edinburgh, it is extremely desirable, that
he would lend his assistance to the improvement of the Asylum. His vigorous
apd powerfol mind would be heneficially employed in devising appropriate
plans of treatment, for the different classes and degrees of lunacy—a subject
which perhaps bas never received that altention which iis importance
deserves.

girip
they

fo 7
the
the
FAN



Itk o,

Raiype
hfﬂaﬂy
of n_
”“,and
of g
HJHU_

el

Mebeey
fz-s.{i::cl
¥ per-
boy in
T
% Way
1 had
1 their
mail;"
) this
ficoll,
auni-
| ot
irned

ok

99

stripling, they ¢ drew near to meet the Philistine”—and
they have prevailed.

To exhibit the hideous features of the slain giant, and
to prevent the possibility of his ever rising to life again,
the writer of these pgges has ventured to appear before
the public  wiTH THE HEAD OF THE PHILISTINE IN HIY
HAND,'!
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APPENDIX.
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Copy of a Letter, sent by Dr. HUNTER fto the
GOVERNORS of the LUNATIC ASYLUM.

YORK, August 24th, 1787,
GENTLEMEN,

AT the request of several of the Governors of the Lunatic
Asylum, [ here give a few thoughts on that charity ; and as they
are the result of nine years’ atiention, 1 flatter myself that they
will be of use, in case of my death, or resignation. In the first
place, I am convinced that at no time the payments from the
I)u-.risiu poor should be reduced, as under such an alteration the
house would be immediately, and most pressingly, filled with
the lowest and meanest of the poor, to the exclusion of those of
a middling rank and in low circumstances, for whom the Asylum
was principally constructed, and its government planned. The
Institution has already reduced the number of many miserable
persons kept in places of private confinement; and has been
fortunate in restoring many such objects to their friends, in bodily
health. and in sound mind, without any material injury to their
fortunes. 'This, I have ever considered, as the spint of the Insti-
tution, and 1 have invariably conducted it upon that plan. Du-
ring my attendance on the Asylum, 1 have studied to make the
payments of the patients as advantageous as possible to the chari-
ty 5 but my successor may not be willing, or able, to make such
a sacrifice. I therefore recommend that a salary should be given
to the attending Physician ; and which I think should not be less
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2 APPENDIX.

than two hundred pounds per annvm. This will attach him to
the Asylum, and prevent kis establishing a private house of con-
Jinement, f.'.:u"ti;_;-'i:! would r‘t'fra’f'rre‘f_{; counferact the design of the Ur':'gi-
nal _foundation of the Asylum,

At the same time, the salary of the Apothecary should be
raised to one hundred pounds per annum, which will secure to
the house the attendance of a judicious and regula)r pesson in
one of the most impurtant departments of the Asylum,

The Physician’s salary being fixed, all fees from persons of
superior condition will cease, and the full amount of the fees
and pensions be paid into the hands of the Steward, for the use of
the charity.—

As I apprehend that at sometime the Asylum must be under
such a regulation, would it not be well to try the experiment
at present ?

If the Governors approve, T shall willingly make the trial, for
one year, in my own person, with this assurance, that I will re-
mit the whole, or any part of the salary, in case the payments
from the patients should not exceed the expenses of the house ;
under which, all kinds of provisions, Apothecary’s salary, and
Servants’ waces, are comprehended,

The incidental expenses will naturally be provided for by the
interest of money already in the funds. Under the article, incie
dental expenses, are comprehended bad debts, and wear of bed-
ding and furniture.

Tuking fees, at the discretion of the attending Plysician, from
patients cj' better condition, may, af a Juture period, be attended
with bad consequences ; it is on that acceunt that | recomimend a
5u,1;|r~_1;, in preference to the mode at present practised, and re.
commended at the General Court, held in August, 1785,

The sum of the whole is this;

First, As the house was built and furnished by the pullic for
the reception of Lunatics of different denominations, so it ought
1o be kept furnished and repaired out of the public fund.

Secondly, As the public fund was never considered to extend e
youd this idea, the whole cxpense regarding the board of the patients,
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APPENDIX, 3

together with medicines, salavies, and Servanis’ wages, must he de
Srayed by the patients {hemselves, or their Sfriends, by weekly pay-
sents proportimed to thetr respective abilities,
: 1 am, Gentiemen,
Your most obedient Servant,
A. HUNTER.
A A

Dec. 27, 1804, Quartirly-Court,

Ordered, That the letter written by Dr. Hunter to Mr, k2
Atkinson, dated | ith December, 1804, be inserted in the Order
Book, and that Dr. Best be admitted as Dr. Hunter’s pupil ; and

that all the other directions contained in the letter be ubserved :

—r T

Copy of Dr. HUNTER’s Letter to Mr. C. AT-
KINSON, Apothecary to the York Lunatic
Asylum,

YORK, December 11¢h, 1804,
SIR,

Acting under the order of a General Court, held on the 234
August, 1799, [ desire you to take notice, that I have accepted
Dr. Best as my Pupl at the Lunatiec Asvlum : and [ would have
you and every other person holding an office in the Asylum, to
consider that I have done so in consequence of a perfect know-
ledge of his medical abilities, he having regularly studied in the
University of Edinburgh, where he took a most honorable degree,
and having also spent two years in attendance on the medical
schools in London; since which time he hath been engagzed in
regular practice in this City, visiting frequently the patients in
the Asylum, both with me and for me, when business ealled me
from bome. I speak confidently of the gentleness of his deport-
ment when visiting at the Asylum, and this | conceive a neces-
sary qualification in an attendant on an Asylum, establisked for
the reception of insane persons, To Dr. Best | mean to com-
municate all the knowledge I have gained from the experience of
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4 APPENDIX.

iwenty-five years. And further, to assist his studies in this ob-
scure branch ;:Jr‘ medicine, 1 mean freely to disclose to him the
manner of preparing the different medicines so successiully made
use of at the Asylum, and of which the Cm:'.}‘}-‘.u::itintl is unknown
to every person but myself. You will theretore take notice
that you keep nothing secret from him; and as neither Dr. Best
nor myself can be always present when a patient comes in, you
will take care to collect from the patients’ friends an accurate
account of the case in writing, for the mspection of Dr Best and
myself, 1o be afterwards corrected and inserted in a book kept
for that purpose,

Some persons have imagined that this letter is infended to pre-
pare the public for my resignation: on the contrary, I declare that
if 18 my fixed and wunalterable res lutvn fo continue it my hononr-
able office fo the utmost period of my life.

A. HUNTER.

EE L R

REPORT OF 1813.

¢ 8th February, 1813.— At an adjourned tuarterly Court, &e.
Orperep, That the Report now produced and submitted to the
Court by Dr. Best be adopted, and that the same be printed and
distributed.”

1813,

YORE LUNATIC ASYLUM,
LT S e e

The York Lunatic Asylum was founded by general Subscrip-
tion in the year 1777, for the reception of individuals labouring
under all the varieties of mental disorder, frem every quarter of
the British dominions,

The objects it has in view are, To secure to the patients ad-
mitted, the moral and medical treatment, best suited to their se-
veral cases,—To afford them the accommodations, the comforts,
and the humane attentions, which so materially assist in effect-

ing the restoration of reason.~-To prevent them from committing
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any acts of violence either on themselves or on others,.—To se=
clude them from public observation and the intrusion of idle cu-
riosity.—To maintain them in a manner snitable to their respec-
tive stations in life, without impairing their circumstances ;—
and, lastly, By relieving private families from the heavy burthen
of supporting a lunatic in his own hoyse, to lessen, in a maternal
degree, the expense and distress attendant on insanity.

These objects, it is evident, are of no small importance to the
community, either taken collectively, or individually considered ;
and the flourishing condition of the Institution, and the estima-
tion in which it has long been held by the public, are the best
proofs that the propased ends have been attained.

Being an Establishment without an adequate Fund, or an an-
nual Subscription for the maintenance of its inmates, the friends
of the Patients pay a weekly sum proportioned to their ability ;
and by this arrangement the utility of the Instifution is extended
to the various classes of society, and at the same time the expenses
of the indigent are reduced by the payments of the nore affluent
FPatients.

Parish and other Paupers are maintained at the expense of nine
shillings a week. The weekly payment of persons in low circums
stances, but not absolutely in the condition of Paupers, s from ten
to fifteen shillings. Patients in better circumstances, and in the
higher stations of life, are charged with moderation, according
to their respective means, A certain number of Patients, i very
distressed circumstances, who pay for their own board, and have
no assistance from their Parishes, receive the benefit of £35 per
annum, (being the interest of the © Reduction Fund,” especially
established for the relief of the most necessitous objects, at the
discretion of the Governors,) along with the oVERFLOWINGS of
the payments of the more affluent Patients, The above payments
discharge lodging, board, coal and candle, tea, washing, and
medicines ; but those Patients whose expenses exceed nine shil-
lings a week, are separately charged for their washing,

The Physician is required to atiend, without remuneration, om
the Paupers, and on thuse who are mainfained af reduced pats
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8 APPENDIX,

ments ; but is authorized to receive from the friends of the more
affluent Putients, the reasonable emoluments of his profession.

The present property of the Asylum consiste of the snm of
#£7700 capital Stock, in the 3 per cent. consolidated Bank An-
nuities; and also of the principal sum of £1835 6s. 84. due on
certain Turnpike Securities, together with the buildings, furni-
ture, and premises,

The total number of Patients admitted since the first establish-
ment of the Asylum in 1777, to the first of July, 1812, was
2445 ; of whom there have been reported cured 1112,—relieved
616,—incurable and removed by desire of their friends, 512,
#*dead 210,—remaining in the House, 116 men and 79 women,

e

Mr. Higgins’s Statement, in the Case of
William Vicars.

A few days previous to the 17th of April, 1813, complaint was
made to me by an old woman, that William Vicars, of Fishlake,
had assaulted her, &c. in consequence of which 1 granted a war-
rant to apprehend him, and upon his being brought up, I found
he was insane. He being a Pauper, I ordered the Overseer of
the Poor, Thomas Leach, to take proper measures for conveying
him to the Asylum at York, to which place he was taken on the
17th of last April; and from which he was brought away on the
13th of last October., When I saw Vicars before he went, he
appeared in good bodily heulih, no ways weak or emaciated.

About a fortnight ago, application was made to me, by Sarah,
the wife of William Vicars, for an order for more relief from the
Overseer of the Poor. I summoned him to the Town's Hall, in
Doncaster, and upon inquiring into Vicars’s situation, the fol-
lowing documents marked A B C D ¥, were sworn to be true
by Sarah Vicars, and the Overseer, Thomas Leach, in the pre-
sence of W, Wrightson, Esq. and myself ;—

A. Inventory of what clothes Wm. Vicars took into the Asylum,
and also of what he brought back with him.,

# N. B, The real number of deaths was 341,
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APPENDIX, 4

He took with him a good and nearly new blue coat, a new
scarlet silk shag waistcoat, a pair of good velveteen breeches, a
new down hat, cost 15s. two pair of blue stockings, never been
mended, a pair of new shoes, two new blue and white striped
shirts, a short velveteen jacket, another scarlet waistcoat, spotted
with black, another pair of velveteen breeches, two neckerchiefs,
one of silk. and one of cotton, two pocket-handkerchiefs, and
two night-caps.

He brought back with him, one short jacket and one waist-
coat, two white shirts, two pairs of stockings, an old hat, not the
hat he took, and a pair of bad shoes: he has not brought back
one article he took with him. He has brought back the Itch
with him.

SARAH
Her w4 Mark.
VICKERS.

Bill paid by the OVERSEER."
York, July 5th, 1813.

B, W. Vicars,
Bought of Jonx Hopesow,
£, 8 d
44 yrds Dark Cloth, 85 9d.cuciiiinicurcanncracrscnsscssnses © “18 11
24 yrda Stout Cord, 5. 8d. .. .o iiniinrr srrssansivernes 0 O B
4% yrds ditte Cotton, | o S ek S Tyt % | [ L
Pocketing for 8 Coats........ o g Tt Tt T T T | SR [ T |
35 Dozen Buttons; 8diiseisvcercssaarsinrsonnernssnnnnsas i S 4
1 15 9
Bill paid by the OVERSYER,
s Mr, Vicars,
$Ili|'5'5 m{'n[![\thi-l-lqi-l-aqll-...-...-+.-.-i--l-......--.........,..',.,..... n 1 E
1'.:!--,|'1]if‘!|,lr||._,..._. B E A E AR EFEEE R |----q.+pa.||..||.|,|.+ﬂ 13 g
R [T TR bt i 1) | b D el e S e S P R e e DR | S ]
2 pAIF SOCKINED o panasvusananiasnsdnsenansnnasssanspees B Bk
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8 APPENDIX.

Bill paid by the OVERSEER,
L 3 s The Overseers of Fishlake, Dr.
| To the Governors of the York Lunatic Asylum,

Octorer 13th, 1813.

*£. 8 4.

Board, &c. of Wm. Vickers, 4 weeks 8 days, %5.uvnrnenan. 1 19 9
Letter 1s. 9d. Shaving 5d. Stamp e e e L e S L Rt ! T . L
PR MBONE wasonar tenlanonennssnyasonasnioatssinssnana i 10, 8
Received, George $urr, 2 g 7

Allowing deposit 1 1 0

1 | Ll )

E. This is to certify that I was sent for, by Mr. Hopwood, of
Thorning Hirst, on Thursday the 14th instant, to examine the
state in which William Vicars, of Stainforth, was dismissed from
the York Asylum. He had the itch very bad, was also extremely
filthy, for I saw his wife not only comb several lice from his head,
but take them from the folds of his shirt neck; his health was so
much impaired, that he was not able to stand by himself; his
legs were very much swelled, and one of them in a state of mor-
tification. He is now much recovered, both in mind and health,
by bark and a generous nourishing diet. Witness my hand this
20th day of October, 1813.

CHARLES MAPLES, Surgeon.

—— N =

Evidence, in the Case of Martha Kidd.

JOSEPH KIDD, of the City of York, cork-cutter, saith, that
his wife, Martha Kidd, is about 49 or 50 years of age, and that
she was sent to the ¥ork ! unatic Asylum in September, 1800,
in consequence of his application, that he saw her several times
while she was there, that she had been afflicted with the rheu-
matism, and was an ailing woman for 14 years; that he found
her clothes while she remained in the Asylum, and the latter
part of the time he found washing. The reason of his taking the
washing was that the clothes were not always clean, and some-
times were torn, when she was washed for in the Asylum. That
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APPENDIX, &y

the first time he got them to wash, his daughter said she was
almast sick from the nasty smell of them. ‘That sometimes he
was applied to by the servants for clothes, when he could not
afford to furnish them, particularly latterly. That sometimes
stockings and g¢ther linen, which were not his wile's, and not so
good, were brought back by his cl:;mghtcrs from the :\5}-‘][1“‘1 -
stead of her own linen, Saith, that sometimes his wife appeared
clean, and sometimes dirty. He once took her to be washed.
He saw her at the Asylum abeut two months before she
came away, and she was lame and meanly clad, and her flesh
did not seem as if it had been cleaned. That he usually visited
her about four times a year, and that she was brought to a room.
Saithy that about three weeks nfter she was removed, he saw her
at Pontefract, and his daughter Martha Kidd was with her, and
she had then the daughter’s clothes on, That he did not know
of his wife’s removal from the Asylum until Thursday se’nnight
after she had been removed by the parish officers to Pontefract,
when his daughter went with clothes to the Asylum. Saith, that
he was never denied seeing his wife at the Asylum, He has fre-
quently seen black marks upon her thighs and legs, and has
sometimes seen bits of flannel and old cloaths on her legs instead
of stockings. That once when he visited her, her head was tied
up, and there was a scab on it for several months, but the last
time he saw her the wound was healed. Saith, that he supplied
her while she was in the Asylum with three new bed gowns,
about twenty shifts, about half of them new, and that she had
with her when she went, three gowns, besides the one she wore,
and he bought her more than two or three petticoats. That
when her linen came to be washed it was very dirty, but not lousy.
That about a year before she left the Asylum he inquired re-
5111_-;-[];-.;_; his wife’s lameness, and complained that he thought her
hip was out of joint ; and Mr. Atkinson informed him that it was
not so, and that he had had his brother to it. That he was ap-
plied to by the servants at the Asylum for clothes, different times,
about three months before she went out; but could not then
supply any. That he did not mention to any one at the Asyium
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19 APPENDIX.

that she was ill used, for fear that she might be worse treated ;
because he was afraid of the savage nature of the keepers. That
he was once leading her through the passage, and one of the
keepers found fuult with him in a very surly manner, and asked
the deponent * what he was doing,” and said, “ she knew the
way as well as him,” and at that timre as he came from the door
%e heard her scream out. That no objectioh was made at the
Asylum to his being leit alone with his wife when he visited her.
That he made complaint of his wife's il usage to his shop-mates,
his master, and Mr, Chapman, daring her being in the Asylum.
"' hat his wife had a ring on when she went to the Asylum,
and observing her without it, he inquired for it of Sarah
Cuthbert, a female keeper, who teld him his wife had not a ring,
but if she had, it was brass or copper, and that she (Cuthbert)
would see for it. That the next time he came fo the Asylum
he inquired for the ring, and Cuthbert gave it to him. That his
wife’s cloaths being torn, appeared from the effeets of violence,
and not from being worn out. That he never asked any one at
the Asylum how she got bruises. That she wore black worsted
stockings, but they were scarcely ever washed. ‘That he got
several pairs of new shoes for her while she was in the Asylum,
at Emmerson’s shop in Low-Ousegate.

MARTHA KIDD, of the City of York, straw bonnet maker,
(daughter of Martha Kidd the pauper,) saith that she was in the
habit of visiting her mother at the York Lunatic Asylum, that
ahe was generally in a ragged state, not particularly dirty. That
she deponent had not seen her mother for about two months
Lefore she went away; that sometimes her mother has been
without a cap, and hardly with any clothes but what were véry
ragoed; that her father bought her mother as many things as he
could afford, and when he could not provide ber cloathes, this
deponent furnished Ler with part of this deponent’s own clothes;
that when this deponent inquired at the Asylum for her mother’s
thines to wash, they were often changed ; that this deponent
usually applied for them once a week or once a fartnight, and

Sarah Cuthberty one of the keepers, sometimes said that they
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APPENDIX. 11

were torn 1 pieces, and sometiges said they had been washed.
That this deponent saw her mother the day when she came to
Pontefract, seun after her arrival; she had then hardly any thing
on, and was very dirty; the next day she had been cleaned, and
lovked wery different ; saith that her mother wore black stockings
when she was in the Asylum, and this deponent washed them
whenever they could be got, When her mother came to Pon-
tefract she smelt offensively, and frequently did so when this de-
ponent visited her in the Asylum. That her mother’s face and
hands were once washed by this deponent at the Asylum, when
she was very dirty ; that this depunent has observed bruises upon
her mother when she was in the Asylum; that this deponent
generally visited her mother about once a fortmght, and generally
had to wait a long time at the Asylum before the deponent could
see her; that her linen, when washed, was often offensive, but
not lousy; that this deponent cannot say how often her mother’s
black stockings were washed ; saith, that she has seen her mother
at the Asylum in shoes without stockings, and with rags round
ber legs; that this deponent inquired of Mr. Atkinson respecting
her mother’s lameness, and he said that he had spoken 1o Dr.
Best, and got Mr. James Atkinson to examine her; that this de-
ponent has called two or three times at the Asylam, and could
not see her mother, the keepers saving that she was too bad 1o
be seen; that this deponent has bought her mother new shoes,
but cannot say when she had the last paiz; that when she came
to Pontefract, she had a bonnet not her own ; that this deponent
was once leading her mother, when lame, along the passage at
the Asylum, and one of the keepers pulled her mother away by
the arm, and said, that she knew the way as wel as this depo-
nent did; that she never saw any lice upon her mother while she
was in the Asylom; that Mrs Beckwith shewed the deponent
her mother’s black stockings, at Pontefract, full of lice, and the
deponent saw Mrs. Beckwith burn them ; saith, that this depo-
nent went to Pontefract in August, 1812,

That before her mother went to the Asylum she used to
destroy her clothes and bedding; that the morning after her
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12 APPENDIX,

mother arrived at Pontelract, she smelt different from what she
did the 'n'lg_f_hl L*{*.I:?‘rru, but smelt faint and dil't_i,', and 1t was not
the smell of fish; that this deponent frequently changed her
mother’s stockings in the Asylum, and never saw any vermin in
them, or upon her person ; saith, that she thinks her mother had
been neglected after this deponent left York, 'That after her
mother became ill, and before she was. removed to the Asylum,
she did not foul her linen, but was remarkably clean; that she
never heard the servants at the Asylum complain that her mother’s
clean clothes were not brought; that the deponent made two
shifts for her mother, and Mrs, Thackray made others for her,
which came new to the Asylum ; thatsome shifts, caps, and other
things of her mother’s were missing at the Asylum, and never re-
covered, Admits thatshe (the deponent) has been in a company
of T'hespians.

ELIZABETH KiDD, of the City of York, spinster, deposeth
and saith, that she is the second daughter of Joseph and Martha
Kidd, and lives with her father, that she was sometimes employed
in carrying clothes for her mother, to and from the Asylum ; that
ihe last time she saw her mother there, was about a month before
her mother left the Asylum, when this deponent carried her a
shift, a cap, and a handkerchief; this deponent saith, that she
sometimes visited her mother, in company with this deponent’s
sister, who Jeft York at the August races, 1812, and went to
Pontefract ; that this deponent used to go to the Asylum about
once in a week or a fortnight, after her sister was gone, and that
she brought her mother clothes which were marked ; the clothes
she took to wash were oftener other l‘at‘i'&[:ﬂ&i, clothes than her
mother’s. That on geing to the Asylum, this deponent some-
times saw her mother directly, and sometimes waited a good bit,
The keepers sometimes said her mother had her things off, it was
a woman who told her so. Her mother’s hands and face were
sometimes very dirty, but not always; this deponent cannot say
she saw the other parts of her person; this deponent saith she
does not recollect taking away any stockings to wash after her
sister went; that sometimes when this deponent and her sister
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APPENDIX. 13

went, their mother had pieces of flannel wrapped about her legs,
and no stockings; does not recollect that the black stockings
were ever laken away to wash. 'This deponent used to dress and
undress her mother, but after her sister went, never took her
stockings off : That when this deponent and her sister asked for
their mother’s clothes the keepers sometimes said she had torn
them to pieces, sometimes that they were too dirly to be sent;
that this deponent once shifted her mother’s clothes after her
sister went, she was not very dirty nor very clean; that some-
times one shiflt and sometimes two were left for her mother ; that
she made two shifts for her mother during the three years she was
in {hie Asylum, but does not know how many her sister made ; that
a woman of the name of Thackray, in Walmgate, made some.
Her mother had about twenty-four or twenty-five shifts, whilst in
the Asylum, four or five of which were worn by her sister before
they were taken to ber mother; that when her mother was in
the Asylum she generally had no clothes but what she had_ on,
but she had more than one cap; that this deponent called at the
Asylum, about a fortmight before her mother was removed, the
neople said her mother was so bad she could not see her, and
that they would wash her clothes themselves; that she called
again with a shift and other clothes for her mother, and found
she had been removed to Pontefract. This was on the Wednesday
after her mother went ; that this deponent never saw any lice on
her mother’s person, or on the clothes she washed for her; that
she has seen marks of bruises on her mother, and sometimes
black marks on her arms, and once a bruise upon her head; that
this deponent’s sister generally changed her mother’s clothes;
that the reason given by the keepers for sometimes giving this
deponent other clothes besides her mother’s, to wash, was that
they were clothes she had had on; that her mother was brought
to her in a room ; that she never saw auy cruelty practised in
the Asylum. Says she never was questioned, before the present
time, by any person, how her mother was treated in the
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14 APPENDIX.

# MARGARET, the wife of Benjamin Beckwith, of Ponle-
fract, in the County of York, governess of the poor-house, at
Pontefract, maketh oath and saith, that she knows Martha Kidd,
and that she was brought on the 4th of October, 1812, by the
Pontefract fish cart, to the poor-house, at Pontefract; that this
deponent assisted in bringing her from the cart into the house;
that the said Martha Kidd was then in a very dirty state ; that
her clothes were very ragged, and very mean, and she had lice
in her hair and on her carc-se, and her legs appeared as if they
had not been washed for years; that she had part of a shift on,
which was dirty, and did not appear to have been washed of three
or four weeks; that when her stockings were taken off; the skin
of her legs appeared scaly from dirt, and her toe nails hung one
over another; that she was in as sore a state as could be; that
her shoes wese very bad, and only just covered her toes. That
this deponent put the said Martha Kidd to bed, and the smell
from her was so offensive as 1o leave a disagreeable sensation in
thisdeponent’s stomach for several days, and about ten days after
she was taken violently ill ; that this deponent on the day after
the said Martha Kidd’s arrival put her a clean shift on, and
washed her; that this deponent then turned down the said Martha
Kidd’s stockings, and the lice were rank within side her stockings;
and this deponent burnt her stockings; that she had no petticoat
in front, and no stays ; that under her breast, and all over her,
she was go dirty, it appeared as if she had not been washed for
vears, and she could not have been so dirty if she bad laid in a
fish cart three weeks ; that she was speckled with dirt all over;
that she takes no exercise, and does not wear her clothes fast,
and does not tear her clothes; that she is willing to be washed,
and this deponent has no trouble with her, except to serve and

clean her; this deponent saith, that there are now in the waork-

. i ——

# The manoer in which this witness gave her evidenee, wassuch, that Ihl',
Best and his friends acknowledged their conviciion of the veracity of the
statement 3—a more complete picture of a human being, lost in filthand wretch
edness, could scarcely be delincated.
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APPERDIX. 15

house, at Pontefraét, twenty-three persons; that her husband is
the master of it, and they have two servants to assist them, and
an apothecary, who has a salary, attends the work-house; that
she has no acquaintance with any body belonging to the Asylum;
that this deponent never observed any bruises or marks on
Martha Kidd’s head, or any other part of her body ; that if her
hair was not constantly combed, and her skin regularly washed,
she would be very dirty ; that she never soiled her bed clothes,
of the clothes on her budy, till within the last fortnight, when
she has had fits; that when this deponent cleaned the said
Murtha Kidd, on her first coming from the Asylum, she scraped
the dirt off her stomach with her nail; that the said Martha
Kidd could niot have been washed under her clothes for years;
that there was dirt about ****®***, That this deponent showed
the stockings to the suid Martha Kidd's daughter, and burnt
them in her presence; that the said Martha Kidd dislikes to be
cleaned or washed by any person, except this deponent. That
during the time the said Martha Kidd has been in the work-house,
she has had two new shifts, two old gowns, two pair of stockings,
one new the other old, two new handkerchiefs, two new caps,
two new petticoats, and one pair of new shoes.

THOMAS BARKER, of Pontefract, in the County of York,
maltster, one of the guardians of the poor-liouse, at Pontefract,
maketh oath and saith, that he never saw Martha Kidd in the
Yoik Lunatic Asylum, nor heard of any complaints made re-
specting her treatment while she was there ; thatshe was removed
from the Asylum to the poor house, at Pantefract, on the fourth
of October, 1812, because the directors of the poor-house
thought that she would be kept cheaper there than in the Asylum ;
that he saw her about an hour after she arrived ; thatshe looked
comfortable of herself, but her clothes were in a mean, ragged
and bad state; that her daughter came in and flew into her
mother’s arms; that the daughter made no complaint; that
Martha Kidd’s clothing and her skin were dirty, and it was not
dirt from travelling in a fish cart, Shke was an object ; he never
szt a sworse nhject in the street or in any other place. That ne
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16 APPENDIX,

complaint was made respecting the matter by the guardians of
the poor-house, to the governors of the Asylum ; that the impres-
sion made upon him at the time, was such that he would not after-
wards haye sent any paupers to the Asylum; that he saw her
two or three days after her removal, and that she had then got
fresh clothes, and had been cleaned, and looked better of herself.
'I'hat Mrs. Beckwith was recommended with a good character
to the siluation of governess of the work-house, and has con-
ducted herself to the satisfaction of the guardians. She has the
chief management of the house,

DAVID RIDEAL, of Pontefract, in the County of York,
woollen draper, one of the guardians of the poor-house, at Pon-
tefract, maketh oath and saith, that he attended at the York
Lunatic Asylum in the month of September, 1812, to ascertain
if Martha Kidd and George Arundel, then patients in the said
Asylum, were in a state to be removed into the new built poor-
house, at Pontefract ; that he saw the said Martha Kidd, at the
Asylum, for about two minutes before he returned, and she ap-
peared in good bodily healtb, and made no complaints, but
seemed from her manner to be in an insane state; that her
clothes were not amiss, and she appeared then very decent,
and that he shook hands with her, and she began of singing ; that
he came to the f‘hsylum unexpectedly, and she was in a light
room when he saw her ; that she was removed to Pontefract poor-
house, on the fourth of October, 1512, by the Pontefract fish
machine, but that no person attended from Pontefract to sce her
removed. The machine brought fish that day; that he saw her
at the poor-house on the evening of her removal, she was then
dirty and forlorn, and her clothes were in a bad state; that her
clothes seemed to be the same which she had on when he saw
her at the Asylum; that she was lame at the time he saw her at
the Asylum, and she sull continues so, and is obliged, generally,
to be carried. That he does not know that any Cuuu:-hiint was
made, during the time she remained n the Asylum, respecting
any improper treatment of her, and that her husband pever com-

plained of her being ill treated ; that this deponent never knew
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or saw her until he attended in Septembef, 1812, at the Asylum
says, that she was two or three years in the Asylum ; that it was
candle-light when he saw her at Pontefract, on the day she was
removed : her face, hands, and neck were dirty, and appeared to
want washing, but he did not minutely examine her person; that
he made no application to the governors of the Asylum respect-
ing her treatment, but Mr, Higgins wrete to him about three
weeks ago, to make inquiries respecting it; that the overseers
would not have. thought of making any complaint, had they not
been applied to; that Martha Kidd is not able now to give any
account of her treatment, nor was so when she was removed
from the Asylum ; that neither Martha Kidd ner her friends ap-
plied for her to be removed from the Asylum, but she was re-
moved to save expense to the pansh.

ANN BATTY, the wife of Benjamin Batty, of the City of
York, innkeeper, saith as follows: that this deponent and her
husband were keepers of the York Lunatic Asylum, and left
it about seven months ago; that this :lulmur:nt saw Martha Kidd
the day she left the house, and saw Sarah Cuthbert wash her
and clean her that morning, and his deponent went wnfo the room
to see how clean and neaté she was; that Sarah Cuthbert washed
Martha Ifc:{."rf’.n'l_fﬁ:.‘{‘, hands, and neck, that morning, and that the
night before being Saturday night, she had scen the said Sarah
Cuthbert take a pail, and a towel, and soap, to wash the patients
in the room with.Martha Kidd ; that this deponent does not know
how many patients there were; that the patients’ feet are washed
on a Saturday night, if they stand in need of it. That on the
Sunday morning before Martha Kidd left the Asylum, Sarah
Cuthbert said to deponent * don’t you think I've made her meat
and clean?’ and this deponent replied ske had; that Martha
Kidd’s clothes, for what they were, were as clean and neat as
they could be made ; that she looked a decent clean old woman
for the clothes she had on; that she had no offensive smell ; that
she had no bonnet, but Saral Cuthbert fetched her an old bonnet
of her own; that this deponent did not see her shift, petlicoat,
o shoes; that she had a neck-handkerchief on; but this depo-
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18 APPENDIX,

nent did not observe whether it was clean or not; that her
daughter came on the Saturday following, to bring her a clean
shift, not knowing she was gone; that the said Martha Kidd
walked with a limp ; that dUring the whole time Martha Kidd
was in the Asylum, she had only a couple of new shifts; and
that the rest that were brought, were old ones; that Martha
Kidd altered the make of her clothes, by picking and unpicking,
but this deponent does not know that she tore them by violence;
that Murthae Kidd was very quarrelsome with the other
patients.

SARAH CUTHBERT, a femule keeper at the York Lunatic
Asylum deposeth and saith as follows: that she has been em-
ployed as a keeper in the Asylum for twelve years; that she re-
collects a patient called Martha Kidd, who was one of the pa-
tients in the gallery, under the care of this deponent; that the
said Martha Kidd was very violent and mischievous when she
first came, and very dirty; that this deponent took as much pains
as she could in washing, cleaning, and combing ber; that the
said Martha Kidd was always washed and combed every Saturday ;
and oftener, when she required it; that her legs and feet were
washed every Saturday; thaf her hands, face, and neck were washed
on the morning of the day on which she was taken away from the
Asylum, and her hands, face, neck, and feet had been washcd the
rirght fnj".n-c. That this deponent does not recollect any thing
particular in her feet, or any dirt on her legs; that the said
Martha Kidd was very poorly dressed when she left the Asylum,
but this deponent made her as decent as she could be made in
the clothes that she had; that she had an old black gown, and
part of a petticoat on; that she had not a clean shift on, her
daughter came with clean clothes the Tul::s-:iuy following ; that
this deponent does not know when the said Martha Kidd had had
clean stockings ; she wore black stockings, which do not show
dirt ; that this deponent does not recollect to have seen her have
a ring, nor that her husband asked this deponent for one; this
deponent recollects no conversation with Martha Kidd's husband,

or any other person, about a ring of Martha Kidd's; that it is
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APPENDIX. 19

the custom of the house to take away rings from those who are
not capable of taking care of them; the rings are kept by the
housekeeper, Mrs. Atkinson, and are ticketed ; says, the patients
are always made clean before they leave the Asylum ; that Mys,
Batty saw Martha Kidd on the Sunday morning ; that there was
then no bad smell about Martha Kidd, or her clothes ; that she
was nnt so dirty in her person the latter part of her stay in the
Asylum; that she had been very dirty in the day rooms, and
was in the habit of taking off her clothes and rubbing them on the
ground ; that she used to dabble and wash them, she dabbled
and made dirty deed with her cap and clothes, and seldom had
a decent cap on; that she used to tear her clothes, but not so
much r;-tlt{‘e'l:f; that she had not so cood a :;11111*,!_!5.' of clothes as
other patients usually had, but was very much neglected at times,
That for twelve months her clothes were washed in (he Asylum,
during which time she had a couple of new shifts, two caps, two
checked aprons, one gown, one top petticoat, and two pairs of
stockings, and no other clothes; that the last year of her stay,
her daughters washed for her, but were very irregular in bring-
ing and fetching her clothes; they were sometimes a week or a
fortnight, and longer, before they brought them back ; that they
never brought any clothes for her but those she put on. This
deponent has told them they neglected their mother. That
Martha Kidd was at first in the habit of fouling her hinen and bed
clothes, but latterly, for some months, had kept her bed very
clean, and had not fouled her linen ; that she is sure Martha
Kidd never had more than two new shifts during her being in the
Asylum ; that this deponent used to comb her with a small-tooth
comb, and has sometimes found some few lice, cne or two on her
head, but none on her person. That each of the female keepers
has a distinct set of patients under her care, and there are ahout
nineteen or twenty under the care of this deponent. It takes
nearly two hours to wash them all on a Saturday night, That
all the patients who are not capable of washing themselves, are
washed on the Saturday night: their hands, face, and feet, are
always wasked ; that flannel and soap are used in washing; that
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20 APPENDIX.

st is usual, occasienally, to inspect their persons under their
clothes; that this has always been tne ecase, and no difference
has been made lately; that this deponent never recollects
Martha Kidd having a blow on her head; that she was in
the habit of teazing and fighting the other patients, but this
deponent DEVEY saw any patient strike her so as to injure
her, or make any mark ; that this deponent saw her immediately
after the accident to her hip —she was able to walk up to her own
yoom: It happened in summer, about five in the evening; that
when this deponent saw her, she was on the grass-plat, in the
women’s court with other patients; that there was a goat with
them; does not recollect that the goat had ever done any injury
before. In consequence of the accident, the goat was sent away
by Dr. Best's orders; that Martha Kidd has been separated from
the other patients for quarrelling with them, but to the best of
this deponent’s belief was never put in 8 dark cell. Does not
recollect that her daughtess were ever refused seeing her,—they
- always saw her immediately. She was in the habit of dining at
table with the other patients ; says, that the last time Martha’s
younger daughter came to change her linen, she took away her
flannel petticaat, and did not leave one instead of it, and that
ghe only brought back the flannel petticoat on the Tuesday after

her mother was gone *,

{~F Martha Kidd, the lunatic, informed her hushand, that the broises on
her person were from being brayed by the keepers ; and that the wound on her
head wasfrom a blow with a key :—this was rejected as inadmizsible evidence,

" % After the witnessesfrom Pontefract had confirtaed their depesitions on oath,
and at the moment when the oath was about te be proposed to Ann Batty and
Qarah Cuthbert, the Archbishop of York observed, that if it was intended to
administer an oath to them, he must leave the ronm ; as he was convinced
hoth from the manner of these wilnesses, and the improbability of their state-
ment, that they were asserling what was untrue. It was then proposed and
agreed that the administiation of an cath should in future be whelly discon-

tinued.
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Opinion of the Committee, on Martha Kidd's Case.

«“ A gross neglect of cleanliness and of atten-
tion to the person is in full proof.’

+

Evidence in the Case of George Arundell. %

MARGARET BECKWITH, of Pontefract, in the County of
York, wife of Benjamin Beckwith, maketh oath, -and saith, that
when George Arundell arrived at Pontefract, on the fourth of
October, 1812, on his removal from the York Lupatic Asylum,
he was a deal better and a deal cleaner than Martha Kidd ; that
he smelled a fainty smell ; that this deponent did not examine
his person. He did not smell bad the next morning; that he
had a clean shirt on, and she saw no vermin upon him. That
she never heard the said George Arundell make any complaint
of ill usage in the Asylum ; that this deponent does not believe
he had any filth on him; and saith, that she saw mo bruises on
his person.

DAVID RIDEAL, of Pontefract, in the Ceunty of Yerk,
woollen-draper, maketh oath and saith, that George Arundell,
a lunatic pauper, was sent from Pontefract to the Asylum at
York, about three years ago, That he was removed from the
Asylum to the work house, at Pontefract, on the fourth of Octo-
ber, 1812; and that this deponent saw him upon his arrival ; that
he seemed strong in bodily health, and did not appearin a ragged
state, but his hands and face appeared dirty; that this deponent

# Mr. Higgins states that he never meant to attach blame to the case of
George Arundell. This map, howeyer, having been mentigned in Mr, Higgins's
statement as removed along with Martha Kidd, the committee thought it right
to inquire into the case. The fact turned out to be that A rundell, whoe was a
strong, active man, was not dependent on the keepers, bat regularly washed
and ¢leaned himselfi
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4 saw him at York, at the Asylum, about a fortnight befare his depﬂﬂgnt.
T removal, and he appeared, at that time, not to be n a neglected {his pcli“d
l. state, or to be in such a situation as to attract this deponent’s ygice 10 |
i observation ; but he was not then with the said George Arundell rained b
Ir above {wo or three minutes; and that this deponent has seen 3 :{.c“jgnl.
ir_ the said George ﬂrun{.h:[l frequently, and never heard him com- ﬂ,uﬂ_muih
f ! plain of his treatment in the Asylum. That Mrs, Beckwith is a any fleas
|l| humane and managing woman ; that she was well recommended, Tlrt mon
"“ and that she conducted herself well and had given satisfaction, [{'l Shic
s is THOMAS BARKER, of Pontefract, in the County of York, L le
'IF maltster, maketh oath, and saith, that he saw George Arundell E‘ml i
':::_ﬁ-.' when he was removed to Pontefract poor-house, in October, 1812, Al _]
E_ . from the York Lunatic Asylum; that his hands, face, and clothes, seven OF |
appeared dirty, but he had a clean shirt on ; that this deponent h_l}?iht o
: has not heard the said George Arundell complain of any 1ll treat- ey f.i“
ment in the Asylum, observed
jamin Da
N e : When
Opinion of the Committee on George Arundell’s Case. 3 tcj::p
“ No sufficient ground of censure has been Benjamin
established,” deponent
man, =]
This d
Evidence in the Case of the Rev. J. B. Schorey v
o washed |
MARY SCHOREY, widow of the late Reverend John Butter- deponey
field Schorey, clerk, deceased, saith, that her late husband was when shy
formerly of Queen’s College, Oxford ;: that he never had any one wel
preferment in the church; that he was curate to Dr Zouch, at found ki
Scrayingham ; that they had no family, except one child, which duripo ¢
died in infancy ; that her husband was three several times a pa- but hjs
tientin the York Lunatic Asylum, and that he died there on the 10 othe,
tenth of December, 1812, aged forty one. That he was first tiod of
placed in the Asylum between fourand five years ago, when James which p,

Backhouse and Benjamin Batty, who were then keepers in the \ Ko
0 pre.
T freg
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Asylum, fetched him from the sea side, at the desire of this
deponent. He remained in the Asylum about six months, During
this period the deponent did not live in York, but came once or
twice to visit her husband: on one of these occasions he had
sprained his ancle; and this deponent, in consequence of the
accident, attended him three days in his bed room ; that she
observed his bed and all about it was dirty, and there were a great
many fleas in it. That her husband was taken home for about
three months, in consequence of his mental health being better,
after which it again became necessary to place him in the Asylum,
and Mr. Backhouse fetched him from the neighbourhood of
Yarm ; he remained in the Asylam, the second time, for about
seven or eight months; during a part of which time she took a
house in Gilly-gate, York, in order to be near her husband, and
visited him regularly every fortnight; on these occasions she
observed him to be ill treated by the keepers, particularly Ben-
jamin Batty, under whose care he was.

When she went to sce her husband, she was shown into the
keeper’s lodge, and her husband was brought to her there ; they
used to push him and kick him into the room to her; once on
Benjamin Batty’s pushing him into the room, with his foot, this
deponent said * you should recollect my husband is a clergy-
man,”—Batty replied “ ke’s no more now than a dog.”

This deponent paid fifteen shillings a week, for her husband,
besides paying for his washing, shaving, and ale; his clothes were
washed in the Asylum, but he used to be very dirty; and this
deponent finding him so, used always to bring him clean clothes,
when she went to the Asylum, and always brought two towels,
one wet and the other dry, in order to wash him; she always
found him dir[}-‘; she washed him, and cut his nails. She never
during this period, observed any lice on his person, or his clothes,
but his linen had the marks of dirty beds and fleas ; there was
no other ill treatment observed by this deponent, during this pe-
riod of her husband’s confinement, except abusive language,
which her husband was capable of feeling, and it seemed te give

him great pain.
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-r.::. Thdt Lier Husband having dgain nnprm'ml m mental health, Ti"ri"“:
i'., this deponent, oh the recommendation of Dr. Best, took him e
i ' daings, in York, for five weeks; th She -
& home to hér lodgings, m York, for hive weeks; that Dr. Best Le
. : , : 2
1i' said, he would come to see him at her house, but he never did, alwa)
b : oyer $8
p though this deponent wrote two letters to Dr. Best, by the post, nevet”
2 ; y i
f_ requesting him ; that hér husband grew so bad, shé could not fresh .
- _ 5 ¥ 1 iy |
4] do with him at home, and she in consequence called on Dr. Best, cloihes
11 : - 3 - 3§ o . H I [ L
i 14 and it was arranged for her husband to return again to the Asy- diety ¢!
¢ H lum, where he rémained till his death. always '
B That during the former part of the third périod of his confine- Says,
I_,: i mént, ® this deponent continded to visit him regularly as Lefore ; rame 5C
ri he was pushed or kicked into the room to her almost every time ; more; |
Mgy . . . . . p .
| Lt there was no necessity for using force with her husband, he was that she
' desirous of coming. Benjamin Batty used to take him by the After sl
shoulders, and kick him into the room with his foot. On one oc- took o
casion she happened to go into the passage to meet her husband, walstCoe
and Benjamin Batty kicked him down stairs;+ Dlenjamin was at woman,
the top of thé stairs, she heard a kick, and her husband came or four
tumbling down stairs. Slie occasionally observed marks of bruises ; afterwa
r. 5, 1 : 5 i Th T " "
on her husband’s person, but does not know that there was dny ing four
ant o .,
wa .ffm : . : took the
During the third period of her husband'’s confinement, she ap- i
B lan
plied to Dr. Best to lower the terms, and also requested Mr, T"P"
B . ney
James Richardson to apply to him, and the terms were accord- {
nent shy
went (¢
keepers
# N, B. Surprize has been expressed that Mrs. Schorey should place her hus- Duwsnn
hand again in the Asylum ; but her circumstances shonld be considered.—Edu- used i
- ; I
cated asa gentlewoman, she was obliged o seek her own subsistence, by
manual labour, in order toaflord ten shillings a week for her hushand, and there Tepeat.
was no other institation to receive him on these terms, !ht.' roor
+ Here Dr. Best, (who; it muast be observed, acted as the advocate for the the was
servints, coneeiving the whole to be a conspircy against himself and the institn- 1{}”5}r it
tion,) remarked it was impossible Mr. Schorey could he kicked down stairs, as were |
he was always on the ground-Goor; and he called Batty to contradict Mrs, 5
. i i
Scherey’s statement. It is very remarkable, however, that Ienry Dawson a thtm
confirms Mrs, Schorey, and contradicts Eut!}" i hﬁf. T
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APPENDIX. o5

ingly lowered from fifteen shillings a week to twelve shillings,
and afterwards from twelve shillings to ten shillings.

she continued to see her husband for several months, she
always found him dirty, and his clothes had a strange smell, She
never saw any vermin upon him in the Asylum; she carried him
fresh linen every fortnight, and let them have as many clean
clothes for her husband as they wished, and she took away the
dirty clothes to wash. Her husband, by agreement, was to be
always washed for in the Asylum.

Says, that about six months before her husband’s death he be-
came so ill, that it was not thought proper for ber to see him any
more ; the last time of her seeing him, he did not know her;
that she continued to call at the Asylum, with clothes, as before,
After she had ceased to see her husband, the clothes which she
took to wash began to have lice; that she has seen his stockings,
waistcoat, and shirts, all over lice. Ann Bridgewater, a washer-
woman, was employed by this deponent to wash the linen, three
or four times: the first linen she washed was clear of lice, but
afterwards on Bridgewater’s complaining to this deponent of hay-
ing found lice on a flannel jacket of Mr. Schorey’s, this deponent
took the washerwoman with her, and they went to the Asylum to
cumpl'&in.

They first called on Mr. Surr, at the gate, he told this depo-
nent she was a liar, and shut the door in her face; they then
went to the Asylum, and Mr. Surr followed them; the men
keepers denied there was any such thing; Beujamin Batty, Henry
Dawson, and Charles Holgate were present. Henry Dawson
used indecent, brutish language, which this deponent cannot
repeat. Mr. Surr desired Mr. Schorey to be brought down to
the room. He had on a cloth stock, which he bad a fancy to;
the washerwoman took it off and found lice upon it; it _.wué. very
lousy indeed. Though the keepers saw the lice, they said we
were liars, and that there were no lice whilst they were looking
at them ; they said the washerwoman had brought the lice with
her. The keepers then left this deponent and Ann Bridgewater
in the room with Mr, Schorey : he was very lousy, Dr. Best
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afterwards sent for this deponent, and said he would see her huss
band was cleaned ; this deponent told Dr. Best of the abusive
language of the keepers; he said, he did not wish the keepers to
behave so. This deponent is positive those were Dr. Best’s
words ; that was all the redress this deponent could get; this de-
ponent durst not complain of the ill treatment of her husband,
and never acquainted Dr. Best of her husband’s being kicked
down stairs, she was afraid she should be ill used and not see
her husband again ; she knew whoever she complained to, it would
be all in vain. She admits it might have been better if she had
acquainted Dr. Best. She often called upon him, and was treated
with civility and attention, and he never refused to acquaint her
with the state of her husband’s mind ; she had called upon him
80 I’requunﬂy to enquire about her husband, that latterly he
seemed to think her trotblesome.

This deponent says, that her reason for sending her husband
ajtain to the Asyldm, afier baving seen him ill used there, was
that she could not manage him at home; she wids a stranger in
this country, and did not know where else to send him, or that
he would be beuter tised elsewhere.

Says that on some of the last times of visiting her husband, she
abserved bruises on his back and all over him. Her husband
never had his hands or person confined when she saw him; she
always saw him very soon after she came to the Asylum, and
had not to wait.

Says, that she never was in his bed room, except during his
first confinement, on occasion of his ancle being sprained ; at all
other times he was brought down to her. .Says, that when he
was pushed and kicked into the room, there were no strangers
presetit, but the women of the house might sometimes see, ‘'This
deporient says, that for the last six months of her husband’s life
she never saw him 3 that about four months before his death she
went to Stamford, to visit a relation, and was absent from York,
until her husband’s death.

This deponent saith, she had a gold watch, which was a pre-
sent from her brother as a keepsake, During her husband’s last
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APPENDIX. o7

confinement in the Asylum, he requested her to allow him to
keep her watch, as a pledge that he should see her again; Batty
was present when the conversation took place between her and
her husband ; and it was understood that Batty should let her
husband wear the watch when he was well enough, and should
take care of it when he was not. Her husband then took it and
used to wear it in his fob. For about six or seven months she
saw him have it occasionally, but cannot be certain for how long
a time ; he sometimes had it, and sometimes not.

When this deponent went to the Asylum, with the washer-
woman, to inquire about the vermin on the clothes, she asked
Batty for the watch—Batty replied ¢ he had it, and should take
care of it.”

After her husband’s death, this deponent asked Batty for the
watch, he said he knew nothing of it ; she said it was very strange ;
he repeated he knew nothingof it. This deponent afterwards met
him on Bootham-flags, and asked him again, and he said he
would inquire about it. This deponent never mentioned the
watch to Dr, Best, or Mr. Surr, but Mr. James Richardson
undertook to make inquiry respecting it.

ANN BRIDGEWATER, the wite of Christopher Bridgewater,
of the City of York, deposeth and saith, as follows : that she is
a washerwoman, and has washed for Mr. Schorey, but not lately;
that she washed for Mrs. Schorey occasionally, from Christmas
till Midsummer, the Summer before Mr. Schorey died ; that Mrs.
Schorey once brought her some linen to wask, which was both
nitty and lousy ; this was in summer; the clothes were not
dirtier than usual ; there were nits on a shirt, but she did not
examine it till it had been washed ; she ironed the shirt to kill
the nits. She had washed 1t about a month before; there were
no lice on it before, but this time she found a number of lice on
it ; there were some sCoTes. It seemed to have been worn next

the skin; there were only nits on the shirt; she shewed the
things to her husband ; she found no lice on the stockings.

This deponent told Mrs. Schorey of the lice; the next morns
n g she went with Mrs Schorey to the Asylum by her desire,
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They called on Mr. Surr, at the gate. Mrs, Schoreysaid ¢ this'

is the person who picked the lice off Mr, Schorey’s waistcoat,”
Mr. Surr said, “ she was a liar,” and clashed the door in hes
face. This deponent and Mrs, Schorey then went on to the
Asylum, and Mr. Surr followed them; when he got there, he
said it would have been better if Mrs. Schorey had acquainted
them at tke Asylum about the lice, than to go to that fine fellow
Mr. Richardson. Mr. Surr asked Mrs. Schorey if she knew who
she was talking to; she said it was proper it should be inquired
into.

This deponent saith, there was a blue woollen stock en the
chimney piece, which the keepers said belonged to Mr, Schorey;
they said if he had lice, there would have been some on the stock.
This deponent then took the stock and picked two lice off it, she
laid them on the table, shewed them, and then put them in the
fire. Mr. Surr said, they were no lice ; if there were any, she
had brought them there herself. He said she (this deponent) de-
served to have *** **** bunched, for bringing such a report
on the Asylum. Says, that Mr. Schorey was then sent for down,
and this deponent and Mrs. Schorey took him 1nto a room to
examine him; one of the keepers told them to * * # %% # %
#RREE 22222 %2 he was not man enough for them
both ; they then set up a laugh —Mrs, Schorey cried.

This deponent, along with Mrs, Schorey, examined Mr. Scho-
rey, but saw no lice on his person, he had spots all over his
body, but she saw no bruises; he appeared to have been greased
all over; he was very dirty and greasy, As Mrs, Schorey left
the Asylum she told the keepers she hoped they would not use
her husband ill; they said, if they did, she might thank herse!f
for it.

This deponent never washed any other waistcoat of Mr. Scho-
rey’s, except that already mentioned. This deponent heard Mrs.
Schorey inquire about a gold watch, where it was, and if it was
pale. Benjamin Batty said, he had it in his possession, and would
take care of it; this was not at the time the stock was produced,
it might be 2 month before.
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APPENDIY. 20

This deponent never had any conversation with Batty about
the watch ; has never received any money from ‘Mrs. Schorey,
except pay for work, nor received any present from her. A gen-
tleman® called about three weeks ago, to ask her what-she knew
about this affair ; he gave her children two shillings,

This deponent, Ann Bridgewater, on her deposition being
read to her says, that she was at the Asylum about a month before
the time when she went about the filth ; that she went with.a
note from Mrs, Schorey, and some tobacco for Mr. Schorey.
This deponent now says, that the conversation about the watch
was on the same day as they went about the filth, but that it was
not at the same time when the words took place.

BENJAMIN BATTY, of the City of York, innkeeper, de-
poseth and saith as follows: that he was eight yearsa keeper in
the Asylum, and quitted that situation a few months ago, He
had at first twelve guineas a year, and afterwards sixteen guineas
and eighteen guineas, and at last twenty pounds, He found his
own clothes. Saysthat Mr. Schorey was in the gallery under
this deponent’s inspection.

After Mrs: Schorey came to live in York, she came constantly
to see her husband; oftener than once a week. She did not
always see him, because it troubled him, and made him uneasy,
and fret, when she was gone. This deponent does-not think she
was ever refused seeing him, except on account of his -fretting;
it was left to her own option whether to see him or not. She
continued to visit and see him as long as -she stopped 'in York;
he does not recollect she was ever informed he was in such s
state that it was no longer proper for her to see him. This de-
ponent says, when she came to see her husband, he was brought
to the room where patients see their friends, When this depo-
nent was in the way, he always brought him, :During his second
confinement he was always ready to go when this deponent told
him his wife was come to see him; he was glad to see her,—there

# Mr. Higgins,
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was no occasion to use force ; he knew the room and someiimes
went without this deponent. He was particulatly clean in his
person during the first and second times of his confinement. He
used to go and wash himself, and was as clean a patient as ever
was in the house,

This deponent sees the patients undressed every night. Mr.,
Schorey’s feet were as clean as need be ; he was in a state of
great cleanliness during the whole of his second confinement.—
This deponent used to change Mr. Schorey’s linen every Sunday
morning.—Says the patients’ feet are washed onee in a week, or
a fortnight, as they may require it. DMrs, Schorey was very par-
ticular about his personal cleanliness.

The latter part of his second confinement, she brought him a
change of clothes once or twice ; his linen was then washed in
the Asylum, To the best of this deponent’s knowledge, she never
took away dirty clothes during the second confinement; this de-
ponent says, the reason of Mr. Schorey’s going home after the
second confinement was, that he was peaceable and quiet, and
anxious to go,

During the latter part of the third confinement, Mr. Schorey
was sometimes in such a state as to refuse his victuals., This
deponent has known force necessary to bring him down stairs ;
has known him cling to the stairs; has known force necessary to
bring him to see his wife during this period ; has known him so
bad, that he would not speak te her. During the latter part of
this period he was not cleanly in his person. His wife brought
clothes for him'oftener than before; she never, to this deponent’s
knowledge, at any time brought towels or soap, and washed him.
She complained, at this period, of his person and clothes being
dirty; this deponent’s answer was, Mr. Schotey was very dirty
of himself, and could not be kept clean, Mrs Schorey could
not have got water to wash her husband without some of the
servants knowing it. This deponent does not know he ever stop-
ped in the room when she visited her husband ; she might some-
times stop half an hour or longer.

When Mr, Schorey first came, he had plenty of clothes, and it
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APPENDIX, 31

was a long time before he got them worn out.  When Mr. Scho-
rey became dirty in his person, this deponent washed and cleaned
him every morning, regularly ; chiefly his hands and face, and
every part of his body that required it; sometimes it was obliged
to be done by force, and this deponent had help ; sometimes he
dirtied his breeches, and was obliged to be cleaned twice a day;
in other respects there was nothing uncleanly about him. Na
other part of his body was dirty or offensive; this deponent
always dressed and undressed him, and took his clothes out of
the room every night, and if there had been any thing dirty or
offensive, he should have observed. When any thing happened, he
was cleaned immediately. This deponent never saw his appear-
ance, as to cleanliness, improved after his wife had been with
him.

This deponent says, that he never, to his knowledge, treated
Mr. Schorey with any insult, or pushed, or kicked him—is pos-
sitive he never did ; never insulted him; never used violence;
never kicked him into the room, and Mrs, Schorey never made
a complaint on the subject. She never said to him * her hus-
band was a clergyman ;—she was surprized he should use him
s0;” never in his life, to this deponent’s knowledge. This depo-
nent never, at any period of Mr. Schorey’s confinement, said that
he thought no more of him than of a dog, or any thing to that
effect.

Says that he never recollects Mr. Schorey falling, or being
pushed down stairs, HEe NEVER HAD TO COME DOWN STALRS
0 seE MRs. SciioREY. *

In the day time, he was removed between'seven and eight in
ihe morning to the day room, which is on the same floor as the
foom in which Mrs. Schorey used to see him, and Mrs, Schorey
pever came to see him before that hour., HE NEVER was
BROUGHT DOWN FROM 1118 BED ROOM TO SEE HER, AND THERE-
FORE SHE COULD NOT SEE HIM FALL, OE BE KICKED DOWH

* See Henry Dawson's evidence,
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stairs ®*, When Mr. Schorey was ill, and confined to his bed,
Mis.Schorey has been upsstairs to see him in bed. This deponent
can positively say she has seen him in his bed room during the
third peried of his confinement,

This deponent says, he never observed any bruises on Mr,
Schorey’s person; that Mr. Schorey never was guilty of fighting
with other patients; he has seen him wrestle with patients, but
not so as to injure his person.

Says, Mrs. Schorey came down one Tuesday with a flannel
jacket, and said there was filth and lice upon it. It was un-
washed ; there was a woman with her, but he does not know
whether Ann Bridgewater, who was here yesterday, was the
person. This deponent thinks Mrs. Schorey said, her husband
had not had the waistcoat changed for some time ; this deponent
replied, it was not his fault, he had none to change it with, and
it was not his business to provide clothes. This deponent had
not before told her Mr. Schorey had no change; Mrs. Schorey
informed him she had chanced her husband’s dress, and taken
this waistcoat away, when she brought her husband another on
the Saturday preceding, when this deponent was not within,
This deponent thinks Mr. Schorey had worn the dirty one about
three or four weeks; this deponent had sometimes changed the
linen nearest Nr. Schorey’s body, but that time Mrs. Schorey
changed it herself, Mrs. Schorey shewed the dirty waistcoat ;
deponent saw four or five lice on it, and admitted to her that
they were lice. Mr. Surr came in, whilst she was complaining
about the lice—Does not recollect that any other person was
present; there was a stock in the room, which he thinks Mis,
Schorey brought with her;—it was such as Mr. Schorey wore ;
these stocks were got because he attempted to strangle himself
in his neck-handkerchief. When this deponent went into the
room, Mrs. Schorey shewed both the stock and waistcoat. He does
not know whether she brought the stock with her, or found
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there; cannot exactly recollect whether Mr, Schorey had it on
or not, from Saturday till the Tuesday, when she called. This de-
ponent was only a few minntes with them: As Mrs. Schorey had
asked to speak to Mr. Suarr, he left the room. They began to
talk vn a subject in which this deponent had no concern, Says,
there were somne small filth on the stock, which Mrs. Schorey
called nits, but to the best of deponent’s recollection, she shewed
him no lice on the stock. This deponent used no improper lan-
guage, but said it was her neglect in not bringing a change of
linen, This deponent did not hear any scolding between Mr.
Surr and Mrs, Schorey before he left the room. Mr. Sorr after-
wards called for deponent to come back: when he returned into
the room, this deponent thinks Mrs. Atkinson and two or three
servants were present. Mr, Surr asked deponent if he had seen
the filth, he replied, yes. No foul language was used in the
room, to the best of this deponent’s recollection, This deponent
thinks Mr. Schorey was brought down ; he was then not in good
bodily health; thinks he bad had a fit a little before, and was
partly paralytic on one side, but was getting better. He had
been rubbed with something on his knee and arm, and perhaps
his thigh, in consequence of being paralytic, but this was some-
time before, he thinks more than three or four weeks. The rest
of his body had not been rubbed with any thing at the time when
he was brought down. It was not this deponent who fetched Mr.
Schorey. Till that day, this deponent never knew he had had
any lice. As Mrs Schorey went away, she and Mr. Surr had
some words at the door ; Mr. Surr said to her, “ I'm as good as
you any day ." Mrs Schorey was in a passion, but he heard her
';15:: no violent 1ﬂnguage3—lhfru were some sharp words on both
cides.—Does not recollect the words, This deponent recollects
Mrs. Schorey and the washerwoman having Mr. Schorey in the
room. Recollects hearing no indecent language, whatever, used
by any person; no such language was used fo Muys. Schorey in
this deponent’s hearing s— s possitive there was no such language

1o
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used cither to Mrs. Schorey or the waskerwoman, or any other per-
son in this deponent’s hearing *.

Mr. Schorey was a very stout man when he first came to the
Asylum ; latterly he was in a stupid way, but not mischievous;
he would sometimes pull off his coat and waistcoat -and leave
them, and walk without them, has known him throw his hat
and shoes out of the window. My, Schorey never had a watch ™ :
this deponent never saw him have one all the time he was here,
and never heard him mention a watch ; if he had kept a watch
we (the servants) must have seen it.

This deponent never had any conversation with Mrs. Schorey
about a watch, while her husband was alive. He never saw the
washerwoman there, except the day the lousy waistcoat was pro-
duced. He never saw any person come with Mus. Schorey ex-
cept a gentleman or two, at the assizes,

Afier her husband’s death, Mrs. Schorey came to York. He
was directed by Mr Surr to wait upon her at the Tavern. About
a week after Mr, Schorey’s death, this deponent met her at the
Tavern, when she gave this deponent something for the servants;
she said she had taken away such part of her husband’s clothes
from the Asylum as she thought proper, and he might keep the
remainder. She said, she wished to see where Mr. Schorey was
buried, and to have a copy of the register. This deponent went
to Mr. Sutton for the register. She never mentioned the watch
at the tavern, Thinks it was the following week that he met her
on a Sunday morning, as he was coming from the Minster ; she
said “ have you my husband’s gold watch?” he said *“ no.” She
said her husband had a watch, and wished this deponent would
make inquiry at the Asylum ;—he said he would make strict in-
quiry=—this was all that passed. She did not remind him of any
conversation respecting it ; she did not appear angry. In con-
sequence of this, deponent asked every servant in the house, and

A —— -
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also the men patients, if they had ever seen it, and he asked Mr,
Surr. This deponent informed Mr. James Richardson about a
fortnight afterwards, when he met him, that he had made a
search, and particular and strict inquiry in vain. He was in-
quired of ebout the watch, by the governors at the following
quarterly court. This deponent never saw Mrs. Schorey again,
till yesterday. Recollects Mr. Schorey breaking his spectacles,
and cutting his arms with the glass,

Says, that soon after Mr. Schorey’s confinement, and when
Mrs, Schorey was not in the habit of coming often to the Asy-
lum, this deponent had a conversation with her on the Asylum
walk., She had sume writings in a basket, and requested this
deponent to take care of them. He declined it, and said he was
not a proper person  He told her she was such an odd woman
he would have nothing to do with her, or her writings. She also
told him what property she had, and who had the management
of it. She spoke of her husband and his preaching, and said,
that a couple whom he had married, before he was insane, were
parted, because he was confined in the Asylum. She said she
might dissolve her marriage with Mr. Schorey, and could be
parted from him, That he was not a man i his deponent re-
plied “ he thought it was very queer to make use of such an ex-
pression to him,” being a young man (the deponent was then un-
married.) He returned immediately to the Asylum, because he
did not choose to hold conversation with her. She was at that
time much a stranger to him, he had not often seen her. He
never heard her use any language approaching to indecency,
except that time. She was a woman who talked freely about
her affairs, and what fortune she had.

Savs that Mr. Thompson, an attorney of Halifax, was once
:lu:-wr: with her at the Asylum. She called witness into the room,
and wished him to be present, but he refused.

Savs he has visited Mrs. Schorey at her house in Gillygate,
He |ﬁ'.1_~; have been ten times there. She sent for him to know
how her husband was, and the state of his linen, when she was
indisposed, Dr, Surr has sent deponent twice, or ofiener, to
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Mrs. Schorey, with the quarterly account. He has sometimes
called on her for linen, and sometimes as a friendly call without
any business, Has sat an hour and a half with her, and drank
a glass or two of grog with her. She did not drink any herself,
They conversed on different subjects; he never had any quarrel
with her. Has been at her house both the second and third
times of Mr. Schorey’s confinement, and was there within two
months of her leaving York.

Says that Mr. Surr wrote to Stamford, to acquaint Mrs, Scho-
rey of her husband’s death. He received an answer from a Mr.
Scott, and sent the letter, by this deponent, to Mr. James Rich-
ardson, who read 1t in witness’s presence. .

The letter said Mrs. Schorey was at Brompton, near North-
allerton; that Mr. Scott had received a letter from her, saying,
she called on Mr. Schorey in her way through York to Brompton,
and found he was much the same as she left him.

Mr. Richardson said that he thought her a very strange woman;
that she was almost as bad as Mr. Schorey; that she was coming
to his house in a day or two, and he would show her the letter,
He then asked this deponent if Mrs. Schorey had called at the
Asylum. This deponent said she had never called since she left
York. .

HENRY DAWSON, one of the keepers in the York Asylum,
deposeth and saith as follows: that he has been a keeper in the
Asylum between five and six years; that about a yearand a half
or two years ago, Mrs Schorey stopped him one morning in
Gillygate, near her own door, and asked him into the house,
saying she wished to speak to him ; this deponent said he was in
a hurry, and wished to be excused. That she pressed him and
he followed her in; that she asked how her husband was, and
this deponent informed her ; she then said that an old man in
that street, whose name she did not know, had been giving him
an excellent character, and that he wasa nice young man, This
deponent says he knew an old man in that street who died lately;
he' got acquainted with him from seeing him making hay, and
knew very little more of him,
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APPENDIX. i d

Mrs. Schorey then added, she had had a dream aboul him,
this deponent, could he guess whatitwasi be replied * he could
not,” she said she had been dreaming he was her husband, 'This
deponent does not recollect that he made her any reply; the
door was open, and a woman came in, and this deponent went
about his business. The conversation was not more than five or
seven minutes, Nothing light or familiar had passed between
him and her before she told him the dream, nor any previous
conversation. She smiled when she told him.

Says he had been at her house once before, to fetch Mr. Scho-
rey to the Asylum. He does not recoilect any conversation be-
tween him and her before or since that above related, except
inquiries about her husband,

That he never mentioned this conversation to any person till
two or three months afterwards, when he mentioned it to Charles
Holgate, another keeper. Thinks he mentioned it to him in Mr.
Schorey’s lifetime. Thinkshe also mentioned it to Me. Backhouse.

Says that in one of Mr. Schorey’s illnesses, and he thinks
about a month or six weeks before his death, he conducted Mrs,
Schorey upstairs to her husband’s lodging room,

When Mrs. Schorey came to see her husband he was some-
times in the day room, on the same floor as the keeper’s lodge,
and SOMETIMES IN THE DAY RooM UrsTAIRS. When he was
quiet, he was upstairs, when not so, he was down stairs. Tuis
DEPONENT HAS ASSISTED OTHER PERSUNS IN sRINGING MR.ScHo-
REY DOWN STAIRS BOTH FROM THY BED ROOM AND UPPER DAY
ROOM, IN CONSEQUENCE OF HIS DISINCLINATION TO COME. Has
KNOWN IT 50 wHEN MR. SCHOREY KNEW HE WAS COMING TO
SEE HIS WIFE.

This deponent recollects Mrs. Schorey, and the washerwoman,
coming about the dirty clothes. The washerwoman and Mrs,
Schorey were left in the room with Mr. Schorey; this deponent
said * take care Mr, Schorey, for I think two women will be too
much (or too many) for you.” This deponent had fetched Mr,
Schorey down from the day room upstairs, and he thinks he and

Charles Holgate took him upstairs aguin.
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To the best of this deponent’s recollection, he said nothing
more than he has now stated. He cannot recollect that any of
the other keepers were present, or could hear. A good many
words passed between Mr. Surr and Mrs. Schorey, and the
washerwoman, relative to the dirt on Mr. Schorey’s clothes,
Mrs. Schorey asked Mr. Surr “ who was he?” he said * he was
as good as her any day of the week.” This deponent does not
recollect when the stock was produced; he thinks one or two
lice were found on it. This deponent did not hear Mrs. Schorey
say on the day of the examination of the filth, that she hoped
they would not use her husband ill.

This deponent did not hear any conversation that morning
about a gold watch of Mrs. Schorey’s. He thinks he once saw
Mpr. Schorey have @ warcn, during the last time of his being in
the Asylum, but he cannot be certain. Mr. Schorey 1ap 1T oUT
AND IN HIS HAND, fo the best of this deponent’s recollection®.—
This deponent thought it was pinchbeck. This deponent thinks it
might be five or six weeks after Mr. Schorey’s death, when Ben-
Jjamin Batty made inquiry about the watch,

The Reverend JAMES RICHARDSON, of the City of York,
clerk, deposeth and saith as follows: That he applied to Batty,
after Mrs. Schorey’s death, about Mrs. Schorey’s watch, who
said he knew nothing about it. He also mentioned the lousy
case to Mr, Surr, who was civil, and this deponent thinks he
said it should be inquired into.

This deponent does not think Mrs, Schorey insane, but will
not say he has not said she was cragy. This deponent was
shown a letter from a gentleman at Stamford, saying she was
gone from thence; that he might, on that occasion, say, he
thought she was as bad as her husband.

This deponent says, that he first became acquainted with Mrs.
Schorey, in eansequence of her coming to him in pecuniary dis-
tress, and asking to have employment, in consequence of which

* See Batty’s testimony.
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he procured her shirts to make; since that time he has found her
conduct respectuble, and he has had her to visit him, Her dis-
tress was at different times so excessive, on account of her hus-
band’s unfortunate situation, and her own embarrassed circume
stances, that he was led to apprehend it might drive her to in-
sanity. By her desire he applied to Dr. Best, about lowering
the terms for her husband. Dr. Best behaved like a gentleman,
and lowered the terms soon after, in a very handsome manner,
from fifteen shillings to twelve shillings,

Mrs. Schorey told him, in her husband’s lifetime, that he had
her gold watch ; her account to day agrees with what she has
told him at different times, This deponent may have expressed
doubts, in conversation, as to her sanity, and may have said he
thought her crazed ; but he never seriously thought her insane ;
and is convinced that her agitation and distress of mind was not
insanity. She never acted like an insane person, during six months
that she has been in his house ; she has always been perfectly uni-
form in her statements on all subjects, and he never found her
tell him a lie; he has no doubt complete credit is due to every
thing she says.

Mrs. Schorey complained to this deponent of the ill treatment
of her husband in the Asylum, but he never mentioned it, and
did not know where redress was to be obtained.

On her second examination, the said MARY SCHOREY
further deposed, that she never was, by any accident, in her hus-
band’s lodging room, except during his first confinement, when
she was with him three days.

That when she left York, to go to Stamford, she left her di-
rection with Mr, Surr; that a short time after her husband’s
death, she removed from Stamford to Brompton, near North-
allerton, and that she travelled in a coach which passes through
York in the night. She was in York about an hour, but made
no inquiry about her husband ; that she had then heard of him
lately, when his bill was sent to Stamford ; that he was said to be
much as usual.

The day when she complained about the lousy waistcoat, she
was three times at the Asylum, She first went alone o com.
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plain; the second time she took the washerwoman, to prove™that
there were lice; the third time the washerwoman went with her
againl to carry cluthes, but they were not permitted to see Mr,
Schorey, and they left the clothes with Henry Dawson. The
washerwoman went with her twice, and it was when they went
to complain about the filth, that the conversation took p!:y:; about
the watch.

Says, that the lousy flannel waistcoat was not Ernlaght to the
As_y'ium_ As soon as it came back from the washerwoman’s, this
deponent burnt it.

Says, Benjamin Batty has called three times at her house id
Gillygate; once when Mr. Schorey had cut his arm, and twice
for bills—He made no stay, Says she never talked to him about
her business or affairs; she was above speaking of any thing of
the kind, to a servant in the house.

Says, thal when Benjamin Batty and Henry Dawson came to
fetch her husband from the house in Gillygate, to the Asylum,
she gave them a glass of gin and water.

Says, that once as she was leaving the Asylum, ";alt}' joined
Ler at the first gate, and they walked together up the Asylum
walk ; they talked about her husband’s health, and she asked
Batty what he thought of him; he said he knew as well as Dr.
Best, or any other person; that she never conversed with him
about a couple her husband had married, and knows nothing of
any particular circumstance of the kind.,

Says, that she once took some writings, in a small basket, toshow
to her husband for his satisfiction, but does not recollect the
time. Mr Thompson, of Halifax, an attorney, once called on
her husband, to see if he was competent to sign a lease.

Says, she once met Henry Dawson, in Gillygate, it was after
her husband had cut his arm, and was not long before she ceased
to visit her husband ; she asked Henry into the house, to inquire
about her husband’s health ; he stayed not more than three
minutes; NO Woman came in while he was there. This depo-
nent said nothing to him about an old man having recommended
him. This deponent knew nothing of him, She never told bim
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she had had a dream ; she never dreamt of him,—Is very much
surprized to be asked such questions, She did not think there
was any harm in calling him in, to ask how her husband was.
Says, that shortly after this, she was visiting her husband,
and was standing with him at the window, in the keeper's lodge,
talking. There was an old female patient sitting by the fire,
whom she had sometimes before seen i1n that room, she was

about sixty, and not capable of knowing any thing. Henry

Dawseon came into the room to mend the fire; this deponent and
her husband had their backs to the fire, this deponent happened
to look round, and saw Henry Dawson taking a very indecent
liberty with the old woman,

Mrs Schorey, on having her deposition read over to her, and
on being asked if she had any thing to add, deposed, that she
never received any of M. Schorey’s clothes, or any thing be-
longing to him, after his decease, from the Asylum, That she
inquired of Mr. Surr for Mr. Schorey’s clothes, who said that he
believed there were none ; that so long as she paid fifteen shil-
lings per week for him, an additional charge of one guinea per
guarter was made for servants attending, and that she now has
the bills and receipts upon stamp.

Opinion of the Commattee, on the Case of the Rev. Mr. Schorey.

<« That in the case of the Rev. Mr. Schorey,
there has been considérable personal neglect ;
and that both towards himself and Mrs. Scho-

ey, some of the keepers have conducted them-~

selves in a very reprehensible manner.”

_*—

Myr. James Wilson’s Case.

ALICE WILSON, wife of James Wilson, St. Savipurgate,
and saith, that ber husband was confined in the Asylum,
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and was previously ill at home nineteen weeks, where she hired
a keeper for him, When at home he was very violent, and arew
worse ; and for the sake of a change, she was advised to send
him to the Asylum, where he remained fifteen months, She
visited him as often as health would permit, sometimes twice
a day.

When she could not visit him, she got Mr, Allen to do so, Dr,
Best said she might come to see him whenever she pleased, and
behaved to her like a gentleman, She was never refused seeing
him, but always went up stairs to her husband’s day room. A
Keeper used to follow her, and open the gallery gate; she was
for a time satisfied with Mr. W.'s treatment—the first time she
saw any thing to displease her, was about nine months after he
first came. He had then received a violent blow over his lip,
and it was disfigured, burst and swelled. Before tkat, when this
deponent had his linen home to wash, she had two shirts re-
turned almost torn to pieces : she thought he had been too much
left to himself, and complained to Dr Best. This was soon
after he first came to the Asylum, She complained of the dirti-
ness of his linen, and was told that he was the dirtiest patient in
the house. This uncleanliness continued till he returned home,
since which time his linen has had no such appearance. Before
he eame to the Asylum, his linen was occasionally dirtied, in a
similar manner, but never since ; the care and attention of the
keeper, at home, has been sufficient to prevent it. He is now
in good bodily health ; be was stout, strong, and corpulent, when
he was first sent to the Asylum, but when he came out, he was
very much reduced. A few weeks huihréllm camme home, she
found him with a black eye, all around the eye was black and
bruised, and his shirt sle¢ve being bloody, excited her suspicion
of his being bruised ; she mentioned this wound to Dr. Best, who
said the same might have happened at home., He was to have
had a day reom to himself, but she has seen other patients in
Mr. Wilson’s day room with him. He was allowed at proper
limes to walk in'the gardens, and in the court-yard, as were
other patients, Ie continued violent for some time after he
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came {o the Asylum, but that violence had subsided before he
was taken out; when he became less violent his bodily state was
reduced very much, he continued to be reduced more and more,
though in a calm state. The day she first saw him after he had
a black eye, she came to the Asylum, and on enquiring for her
husband, Mr. Atkinson told her he was so high she had better
not see him : she persisted, however, and found him in his day room,
very calm, and a patient, who occasionally assisted, was bathing
his eye. In three weeks after, he came home. Mr. Wiisonisnow
very much improved in his bodily health, his mental powers re-
maining the same, he has never been emaciated since he came
home, and has been as quiet as a child. During the time he was
in the Asylum, she paid fwo pguineas a week *®, which included
every thing, except a compliment of a guinea a quarter to Tlonigs
Blackerley, whe attended Mr. Wilson. She fancied the altera-
tion in his bodily health may have arisen from the constant at-
tention which has been paid to him in the night time. She was
only once in his lodging room in the Asylum,

His bed was comfortable, and there was asmaller bed in which
she understood a man slept; she has seen Mr, Wilson at dinner
in his own day room, but did not see any oné assisting him, One
Sunday this deponent called, and there was no keeper in. the
gallery, but a patient was looking after the other patients.—
Blackerley said the black eye was given to Mr. Wilson by a pa-
tient, who she believes was a quarrelsome man; she remembers
his linen coming home, that had been flea-bitten ; she therefore
conjectured that he had not continued i the same bed, and she
was told so by a piitimlt. His hmi_‘; was clean ; he had no bruoises,
Mr. Wilson always uppearmi clean. This deponent never went
into any of the low rooms, but always went immediately to her
husband up stairs, and never was impeded but in the case of
Mr. Atkinson, when he had got the black eye,

# 1t subsequently was discovered, that ont of this {two gmneas, only fourteen
shillings were received by the Steward, for Mr. Wilson"s board, ll!ﬂging, aind
medicines,—the rest was retained by the Fhysician.
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When he came from the Asylum he had a bruise on his toe,
which might be recently dune, as the skin stuck to the stocking,
There was a scab on his leg also. His leg was never shown to
Mr. Allen. When Mr. Wilson was in the Asylum, he had a
habit of kicking with his feet, and since he came home he occa-
sionally does so ; she has seen him spit at people when in the
Asylum, and since he came home he will do so; since he came
home he has shown no disposition to viclence.

Mr. OSWALD ALLEN, apothecary, deposeth and saith, he
frequently visited Mr. Wilson, during his being in the Asylum,
and always found him clean and neatly dressed, and very com-
fortable, never saw any bruises on him : he has seen him put his
feet on people’s toes, and spitat them; once saw Mr. Wilson hold
up his hand against him, When Mr. Wilson returned irom the
Asylum, his body was reduced, his health seemed impaired.—
After he got home he improved very much. There never was
any opposition made to his seeing Mr. Wilson, nor had he the
least fault to find with Mr. Wilsen's treatment in the Asylum,

Opinion of the Committee, on Mr. Wilson’s Case.

“ No sufficient ground of censure has been
established.”

PR

Richard Thirkell's Case.
MR. HIGGINS'S STATEMENT.

JOHN THIRKELL, of Sherburn, says, that his son was sent
to the Asylum on Tuesday in the ‘ugust Race week, 1810. On
the Saturday in the week before Candlemas he was informed,
by a letter, that his son had absconded the preceding day. On
his coming over a short time afterwards, he was told at the
Asylum, that when his son ran away, he was nearly well, and
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would have been very soon discharged ; he has never since been
e F LIS - L ; - - g L
heard of, J. Thirkill says, his son was of a good disposition,

and attached to his famaily.

e =

Evidence in the Case of Richard Thirkell.

GEORGE SURR, of the City of York, Steward of the York
Lunatic Asylum, saith, that Richard Thirkell, a patient, who
escaped from the Asylum on or about the 7th day of February,
1812, was quite recovered. That this deponent issued hand-
bills, and offered a reward, describing his person, and also wrote
to inform his friends,

GEO. SURR.

This Patient was entered, by Mr. SURR, in the Books,
“ REMOVED.”

Opinion of the Committee.
¢« No sufficient ground of censure.”

e

John Thirkells Case.

Mr. Higgins's Statement at the foot of Richard Thirkell’s case.

N. B. About ten years ago, there was a patient of the same

name, and from the same place, who was said to be murdered

by a fellow-patient.
G. H.

s i

Entry in the Order Book of a  Svecian. REPORT” of the
Coroner’s Jury.

« To prevent any injurious a d fals reports, such as are often

circulated on occasions similar to the present, the Jury appointed

toinvestigate the circumstances of Jo1rs TuinkeLL’s death, which

took place at the -ylum on the 10th of the present month,

think it an actof justice due to the yarious persons concerned 1o
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46 APPENDIX,

the superintendence and management of that lostitution, to de-
clare that they consider the death of the above-mentioned person
as an unavoidable accident, for which no blame whatever can be
imputed, either to the servants or superintendents of the
Asylum.
By Otrder of the Jury,
DEAN WOLSTENHOLME?,
Foreman,”
Mav 21st, 1808.
This Patient was entered, by Mr. SURR, in the Bools,
“ DIED.”

e ]

Opinion of the Committee, on the Case of John Thirkell.

“ No sufficient ground of censure has been
established.”

'Ir-l‘-'q.

Copy of a Petition to the House of Lords.

To the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual and Temporal,
i Parliament assembled,—The humble Petition of the under-
signed Persons, being Governors of the York Luwatic
Asyrum, within the Suburbs of the Cuy of York :

SHEWRETH,

THAT a Bill is now depending in your Honourable House, to
repeal an Act made in the 14th year of the reign of his present
Majesty, for regulating Madhouses, and for making other Pro-
visions and Regulations in lieu thereof,

S

e

* This is a most extraordinary extra-judicial proceeding. Tt bears internal
evidence of being the production not of Dean Wolstenholme, but of Doctor
Best. But it was kind in LDean to put his name to it, for the reason given in
the paper itself—* to pREVENT REFORTS, such as are often circulated on
occasions similar fo the present.”

Ti

Jem ¢
all th
there
Lunié
distrl
of Pi
main
gmt'l
cont
Visit

own

(0%
the |
most

the |
by n
of th
Gove
the |
5 a
situa
Ridir

Ts
provi
Lift‘!
or uf
Pure|
iI|n_- 4
or E;

LT

teing,
I-PIFI

relipy




o g,
| Ffr!ﬂn
iy be

o

'.JrIE‘J

Hio
sent

Pre-

dir
pid
| o

APPENDIX, 47

Tuar the York Lunatic Asylum, like the Hospitals of Beth
lem and St. Luke, (both of which are expressly exempted from
all the provisions of the said Bill, except as to the visitation
thereof) is a Charitable Institution, designed for the relief of
Lunatic Parish Paupers, and other Lunatics, in indigent and
distressed circumstances, and admitting only a limited number
of Patients, in easy circumstances, with a view to assist, in the
maintenance of the poorest classes; and that it is under the
government of your Petitioners, and others who have voluntarily
contributed to its support, and is also under the inspection of
Visitors appointed by the said Contributors from amongst their
own body,

Trar the effect of the intended Bill will be, to take the
Government and Direction of this Institution out of the hands of
the Contributors to its support, who are naturally the Persons
most anxious for its welfare and success,

Taar though the said Asylum is an Institution principally for
the County of York, and has been erected and maintained chiefly
by means of Contributions from Persons resident in various Parts
of that County; yet that by the intended Bill, the Licensingand
Government of this Institution will be vested in the Justices of
the Peace for the City of York, which is a County of itself, and
is a District of smalil extent, within which the said Asylum is
situate, and over which the Justices of the Peace for the Three
Ridings of the County of York have no controul,

Truar the Managers of this Charitable Institution will, by the
provisions of the said Bill, be compellable to take out an Annual
Licence, which will incur an expense of one Hundred Guineas,
or upwards,—which sum must be wholly drawn from Funds of a
purely charitable nature, whilst the plan of visiting contained in
the said Bill might be effected for a sum, not greater than Six
or Fight Guineas ; and yet it is on account of the expenses of
visiting solely, that there is a charge on the Licence to be ob-
tained.

Traat although the said Bill appears to intend a Provision for
rﬁ]i{:ving not un|}' Parish Paupers, but other indigent distressed
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48 APPENDIX.

Lunaties, from the burderi of the higher rate of Charges fot
Licence, yet no Provision appears to your Petitioners to be made
for the mode of licensing an Institution, where a part of the
Patients are not Paupers; and that this Lunatic Asylum, which
contains various Patients in different Classes, will be liable for all
the Paupers and other distressed and indigent Patients to the
highest rate of Charges.

TuraT in case the visiting Justices or Physician should be dis-
posed to perform their Office gratuitously, the Bill contains no
Clause for remitting or abating the charge for Licences.

TuaT the placing of Pumps, at all Hours accessible to the
Patients, as required by the said Bill, may lead to mischief
amongst the Patients.

TuaT as Patients are brought to this Asylum from all Parts
of the extensive County of York, as well as from other Parts of
the Kingdom, a Restriction of the Power to grant Certificates
for Admission to the Medical Practitioners of the City of York,
(which wonld be the eflfect of the said Bill,) will produce much
Inconvenience to Persons desirous of placing their Friends in this
Asylum, since they must incur the Expense of a Journey to York,
under an uncertainty as to obtaining Certificates of Admission,
instead of applying to Practitioners in their respective Neigh-
bourhoods.

Youn Petitioners therefore humbly pray your Lordships, to
adopt such Alterations and Amendments in the said Bill, for
avoiding the Expense, and remedying the other Hardships and
Inconveniences, apprehended by your Petitioners, as to your

Lﬂrdﬁhipﬁ shall seem meet,

And your Petitioners shall ever Pray, &e.

{Sigﬂfd !.‘9‘ l_f.i';-f_" 111 ;;C.IJHI-\I;I:F}EJ -I':'.ilr‘I Ir{]fEI{, I!???I".E Iirljf IQ i":'.':"‘f'f'

Governors of the York Lunatic Asylum.,)
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Prayer of Mr. Higgins's Counter-Petition, to the House
sf Lords.

For those reasons, your Petitioner humbly prays, that your
Lordships will not listen to any prayer of the said Governors, to
exempt their House from the operation of the proposed law; but
rather that, if any alteration be thought necessary, your Lord-
ships would make the law more strict, with respect to the said
Lunatic Asylum. And that your Lordships would be pleased to
enact, that the visiting Magistrates should, in part, always be
taken from the three Ridings of the County of York, as well as
from the County of the City of York. That your Petitioner is
ready to verify the above, and many other facts, at the Bar of
your Lordships’ House; or in any other way that to your Lord-

ships may seem meet and proper,
And your Petitioner
shall ever pray,

G. HIGGINS.
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A List of the present Governors of the York
Lamatic Asylum, (3ax. 1, 1815.)

Date of

Donation.

1772,
to
1777.

1778,
3]
1784,

178!

5

1791,

1792,

o
j:&ut},s

15&1,}

]
1304.5

The Lord
York.
I'he Mayor of Doncas-

ter.

The Governor of the
Y ork
Company.

Farl of Carlisle.

Lord Dundas.

Joshua Field, Esq.

Earl Firzwilliam,

Rev. W. Whytehead.

Sir Henry Etherington,
Bart.

Mayor of

The Duke of Rox-
burgh,

Leonard Th{_r]‘n}’mun,
Esq.

Wm Walker, Esq.

Richard Langley, Esq.

Gregory Llsley, ksq

F. Foljambe, lisq.

Richard Key, Esq. p

The Duke of Leeds

T. Lumliey, Esq

Rev, ‘T, Preston,

Richard Thompson,
Isq

J. H. Wharton, Esq.

Thomas Wilson, Esq.

Mr. Gervas klam,

itev. J. Eyre

Richard Hobzon, I-'c.q.

John Lawson, M. D.

Earl Spencer.

Lev., Robert Croft

St. Andrew Warde, Fxq

Hon. Lawrence Dundas

Dr. Markham, Dean
of York,

Merchants® #

Diate of

18043,

1800.

1807.

.| 1800,

Donation.

Charles Best, M. D.

oir Charles Anderson,
Bart,

Simon Horner, Esq.

Rey C. Constable,

KHev. [ Best,

T. Gouhton, Esq.

John Hotham, ]‘:Hl,'[..

T. Norclifte, Esq.

Mr. John Roper,

James Salmond, Fsq.

Rev, Richard Svkes,

Mr, J. B. Wilson.

R. I". Wilson, Esq.

I. Consiable, l".a:].

P. Saltmarshe, Esq.

James Walker, Esq.

G. W, Wentworth, Esq.

Mr K. Wallis.

Mr. John Brook.

Rev. J. Preston.

W. Gossip, Lisq.

John Sykes, Esq

Richard Sykes jun Lsq.

Vi Beckwith, Esq.
John Dalton, ]'.thl
W. J. Denison, Lsq.
Wm. Danby,
J. Fox, ksq.
Mr. James Fryver.

Mr. John Hodgson,
James Crofi, Isq.
Wm. Beckwith, 3. D,
Thomas Swann, t"'|
]2'."'-'_ III-II- l‘-l:!.:'.:t'l'.
Henry Bland, Esq.
itobert Cattle.
Mr John Elston.

W. C. Fenton, lsq.
M. C. Maxwell, Esq.

( 2

Lsq.
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Date of
Donation,

1810.

1811.

15812,

Des, 10.

1314.
Jan, 7.
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George Palmes, Esq.

G. Osbaldeston, Esq.

Edward, Lord Archbi-
shop of York.

W. Belcombe, M, D.

Thomas Lloyd, Esq.

Lord Milion,

Mr. John Prince,

Robert Swann, Fsq.

Thomas Thompson, Esq

W. Whytehead, Fsq.

tev. R, H. Whytehead.

Mr. Thomas Bell.

Bryan Cooke, Esq.

Rev. W. Dealtry.

Henry Legard, Esq.

5 W. Nicoll, Esq.

D. Hussell, Esq.

Rev. C. Wellbeloved.

John Dyson, ksq.

Mr. D. Tuke.

Mr. J. Crosby.

Mr. J. Gray.

Rev. J, Graham.

W. Gimber, lusq.

J. Rawdon, Esq.

Rev. J. Richardson.

Mr. 5. Richardson,

A Thorpe, Esq.

Mr. I). Priestman,

J. Tweedy, Esq.

G. L. Thompsen, Esq.

hre. W. !--h,:rnim}'.

Mr W. Tuke.

Matthew Wilson., Esq.

R. T. North, Insq.

Thomas Smith, Esq.

William Gray, Esq,

|

T

Date of
Donation,
Rev. W. Smith.
Witham Carr, Fsq.
C. Duncombe, Esq.
B. Brooksbank, Esq.
Mr. J Mason,
Mr 5. Tuke,.
Mr. T. Proctor.
Godfrey Higgins, Esq.
Wm. Marshall, l-'..n:n:l_
John Cooke, Esq. (of
Camps Mount.)
Mre. J. Marshall,
Mr. J. Cation.
Mr. J. Wormald.
Rev. R. 5. Thompson.
Richard John 'fhumll-
son, Esq.
Barnard Clarkson, ]*',51{1.
Mr. B. Clarkson, jun.
Mr. Michael Clarkson,
Apr. 14. Mr. Thos Marshall.
Henry Willoughby, Esq
J. L. Raper, Esq.
Rev. E. H. Brooksbank,
Sir W. Ingilby, Bart.
Sir George Cayley, Bart
Jokn Swann, Esq.
Rev, T. C. R. Read.
Aug.26, Mr. W Stead, jun,
Rev. J. Dallin,
D Gaskell, Esq.
B. Gaskell, Esq.
Al Stapylton, Esq.
John Hustler, sq.
Wi, Aldem, Esq.
Mr. John Mason, jun,
Sept.14. Mr. C. Peacock.
Oct.7. Mr. Thos, Wilson, jun .
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LUPTON’s FUND;
Contributions of 201. and upwards.

DON ATIONS.

¢

Late R Dudley Rockett (as Executor of Mr. Lupton) 570

Late Rev. Wm. Mason,

# Cheistopher Morritt, Lisq.

# Mpr. John Lund

Late Mrs. Orfeur

Late Mr. John Simpson

Wm. Wilberforce, Esq.

Henry Thornton, I'sq.

Mr. Thos. Jennings

Late Lady Anderson

Wm, Burgh, lsq.

Henry Grunston Esq.

Late Rev Arthur Robinson

Late Mr. C. Benson, jur.

Mrs. Lofihouse

Mr. Gray

Anonymous by Mr. Mason

— . by Messrs. Gray and Thorpe

e hy ‘Mz, (oray

— by Messrs, Gray and Thorpe

Late Frances Reed

Late Charles 3. Duncombe, Esq.

Late S. R. Ward, Esq

Charles Duncombe, ksq.

Mr Wilberforce’s Election Committee.
BEQU ESTS,

Wrs. Jane Stansfield -

Mis. Dorothy Bowes

Mr. Wm, Wright

Mrs. Eliz. Simpson

Rev, Mr Whittall

Mr. Kay, of Acomb

Mr. Abercrombie

Mr Thomas Lund

Mr. John Ruines

Peter Neville, Esq.

Henry Raper, Esq.

Mrs. Hoyes

Mrs. Redhead

John Dodsworth, Esd.

100
20
20

100
20

100
H0
20
20
20
20
50
20
20
20
20
50
25
30
30

200
21
30
70

52
30
20
20
30
100
50
50
200
50
a5
200
200
100

&,
3
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
9
0
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# (. Morritt, Exq. and Mr. Lund, who suobscribed previous to the rule
which excluded the subscribers to this fund from being Governors, are existing

Governors of the Asylum,

O

W. HARGROFE & Co. Printers, Herald-Office, York:
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