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To tue Evitor oF TaHe Yorm Henib.
A ar—
Sir,

T am informed., by n letter from. My, Miggins, of
Skellow, near Doncaster, dated Nav, 29, that his
statement, relative to the s pposed mal=treatment of
a patient i the Lonatic Asylun,: will be pablished
this week. I am uotivformed whether the Counter-
statement, which "1 put into his bands threp weeks
ago, will appear at the same time, but conctiving
that any explanation or defence on my part woulkd
be altcgether premature and incorreet; ‘before the
matler nis been filly investignted by the Governors
of the Asylum, T shall, for the present, content my-
self with requesting the public to suspend their jodz-
ment, and desiring yon o inzert the fullowing letter,

I amy Si, e
C. BEST,
York, Nov. 26, 1818,
[ra

{Copy of a Letter, sent fo Mir, Hinciwe, on the 91si
Anstant, )
Sin, Yonx, Nov:20, 1513,
The pressure of indispensabild oc
the fast and. the present week,
frgpm sending an earlier e

cupations during
has preveated ne
o your leter,. When
I had tie hanoar of conversing with you on tie 6th
of the prisent momthy 1 certainly considersd you.as
mont elearly awl gnegrivocally acquiescing | in  the
{ propaozal 1 made toryou, thut you should refer Four
ges to the consideration of a meeting of " the
!aovearpors of the Asyliom, ipstead of prejidiciog
| the migdi of the prblic. by, an se ecde, Afterept
goninst the nstifition, 1 stated o you,  at the
sume time, that it Was™my decided wish and de-
sire, that the matter should undergo a full and com-
plete investigation,” as'ii the event of the existenoe of
duy abuses.or improper- practicesat the Asylumy no
person could have somuelr interest in tielfeorrestion
as myself, ’
After this conversption, and
ient, I was in po small degrec surprised 1p receive
your leiter, which infrmed me of Four, inten-
tion to piblish every thing ¥ou knevr, or that had
-etane before yinr on the sithject; and; disregarding the
Jurisdictivn of the Governors of the Asylum, to refer
ihe matler to the tribunal of the public, ;
Eetore you come - to'n defititive decision dpon
this point -1 trust vou will ‘consider well, tow far
sgelr o step s compatible with the common prin-
ciples of eqlity and Justice. T apprehend, that
in - all giffer énses of snpposed injury, application
i5 first fade to the tribunzl, whse éxpress busines
it i to hear the complaint and redress the wrong,
and that only in case of the neglect of that tiibu-
nal to.perform iis duty, is It consldered as Justifi-
ahle (o appeal to anothed covirt, — Should yon,
now EVer,
your statement, your candour will, I hope; indoce
You to make a pablig svewal of yuour reasons fisr
ouestinning the tompetenicy o the integrity of the
jtribunal 4 wrhich vou are referred for redress; anid
to-advince sutticient grounds fior yone implied helicf,
that tie Gavernbrsof the Asvlum are eitler tuable
e unwilling te ncguit themselves of their futy with
{ impirtiality and justice.

sippased afrange-

persist in yodr intention of publishing.

B o To—

(

I alo hope you 'will duly cdngder wheathar Yuu
are not lending yoir name ps a Mulgistrate i a pur-
| pose mast foreizn to your officidl siwntion, and Eiv-
ing foree and eflect, bowever IITLiIit{"IIlil'I!IiI”.‘,' 00 Your
part; to a malicions cd; SpIracy against myseif dnd |
the Asyltm. This snesestion, as yon will perceive,
= strongly sipported buoth by the internal evidenee of
some of your dociments; and by the tise selepged fur
brincing them forward. ; '
I bave further to request that the deposition of the
Apothetary dt Thortie be talFen on uath, belore i i
trought forward as an authentic dociment. The
prblivation of this-piper in its presen forpg, belogy
the matter has been fully investigated will burdly, 1]
think, be considered as a fair proceeding, by day
vaodid of unprejudiced persop: Sy Bir Frim trnding
0 promete the ends of justice and trathy SWhich gre
the anly Egitimate objects in every similay cnqiiry,
it i evittently calenintéd to connterabt dud defeai |
them. Itis intended to produce an; impression on
the minds of its readérs, that thé situation in which

Wm: Yickart was removed from Xork, wak the ri-
stilt of negleet and iwproper treatment at the Asy-
lom; aiid not; as | &pprehend will I filly, proved by
evidence, the snatordable consequentce of Uie h. |
il

mentable and Aangerods iltness under which he
recently latioured, and. from which e wa but
in an eqrly stage of tonvaleseenced, It 34 also calds
lated to disseminate g belief; thag the Asyhvmat la
and its ipmates, are Eept in a stnte of uncleanline s
and neglect, #ud that doe ajtention s not petigl eitl

4 the healthi or the comfiirt of the palicnfs, the con-
trary of which notion, 4 I véntr® to atirm with 1
utmost confidente, will be pstirblishai by the ara:
ample and satisfactory evidence. :

Ad T express so much confidence of being oble to
retit these chareds, and to bring forwsn o sasisfas-
tery explanation of the circumstances mentionsd 1o
your sialement, yoir will probably ask; whe. ¥ shoukd

L 50 strongly ohject to, the piblication:of your doch
b menls ? My answer is briefly thig— <hat thiey ane o
fitted to (arther the énds of jusfice, -but to rai
most rerjist outery against the Lunatie Agyhun—thal
popular clamour thoegh easily faiged B with dilfeuls
repressed—that numérois individusls whe read your
arges, will not be at tie trouble o alténd to tneir
tation—and lastly, that whea the pablic mind
has “heen poisoned and prejudiced on any particular
ssithject; no subisequent explanasion, howeeer satisfass
Lafy in el can elace e imi*r-c:,ziu:u wiicks has onee ¢
been produced;

Shodld- w2, fifter all,
Fyour siatement; from w ¢ Justice and |
caddour will, triver, stili - dissondi you, xm are
at Liberty ‘o etk avhat use you ‘think proper of
the -r'-:~:|' o fle yonr handsy explzining, of
| Cwtrse, inociase of gilicatinn, thatiitis to be con-
| sidivied merely pen prertial and impecfect explana-
| tinn 0f the cirgumstinees, taken down hastily on the
aptirof-the scdasicn. Zad. 8« v no mears comprizing
the-whole of the evidelice 10 he brought forwaid om
o anrhjeet, T e
Lbave the honourta he, Sir,

Your vhedient humble Sarvant, s

 AUHARELELES BEST

.—q-ew].ﬁ:r-'-







rae Eoiton or e York Ienaup.

to: inform the public, fhat'1

toldowine ‘Stitement (o .
m, this'day. - 1 am’not at pre-

is the decizion of) the Cour,
no Comenls,  nor i_:icu,-:

1 '|,.|1 1.'.-::: has LR il..L E'l"l I
e (nven have thou
tey hecizinn 3 that, at least, lln. 1i}-
{ which that decision js
However, 1

LI, 54 L! .d. 1L only pro- |

o l." tinne nntmant
P en the sus-
g in futore,
winhie Serya

GODIREY HIGHT

a F‘”:-

wtie of the

i of ww=edF tlie -
nenr of i

guence of a oo

: ferenee ¢l
also, i der that T ; the documeeans as far
45 i my power, i

iilion whicl |1|.|l.'...-.. The

wais 3ot (o tie 't.ﬂn

i5 pusor :|I.'=-
e man, e that Lwill
hiz friends at’ least shall
he not doae to bvim, the £
it || 15 'u._ e Lo e, that 1
sent the statement first to Ir. Best,
pahlisived it, Bt it miey be we
for those who ave of th in o recollect that, in
ir. Peacock s eondoct, the doctor
v e conzled re j
AClory « '.Juulhmlln. He oo
I .|i',,||.h d to hir, by coming and ki
Poncister, .i‘|:| by giving me a written statdnrent, i
HITH "|.|'!.l.‘4| . wiuch;, {0 say the
tisfietory to me.
| e 1 first wrote the statement which-F
i o the Cowrant, marked (i, | did not kgew the
mame of any Y !-""I.l.'i'l.l"| with the Asylum ¢ 1
ver read any of tie lettels which have lately
. 1e,l|l'|.i|1 (HT
than three or four of
d [ pever bave had, until this week, any
cdivectly drfindirgctly, vne this Lk
ang person‘in the Gity ¢ York vrits bty
except Dr. R aned the 1 rs of [i';rxr'.u*
"ork papers. - fsho 14 word of my
own mmolives or conduct in tl net, bee
snmethine Jike an insicuation ton e i D
Best’s Tetter marked H, of Nov, 20, that 1 whellend-
i My PRme 25

PREE At I!"!"..""" ey o

| conspiraoy aghinsl ||1||~.| g

annd st no oGe '..H

mold.  No'one, surely, will suspect me,
wantonly, to hurt the feélings of any
less of a-manlike Pr. Best, whom'1
of whomn 1 had never heard an
ti- esteemm wind - respeci, e
atteniion of the p
5 of the Asyl
duo not i il avail ||i':n mm.l
think, that in ~iac h
method of defending |
¥r. ‘Best's'accannt, the only
twixt him aod 1y Se I, seems t

wanled a full and comyplete investigation io
I wanted one in pablie. © In conseq ]
r's f { il:-l""l', I have had

e t th : ld otheriwise |

I sl | e

| Do ten L

taking up Ui

1 think no one l.'.tl- e
isavery

rii-'plilz'{ brrey

have don
¥ ecars and th
i Wiz case
ne shoart of the
the pu
will
. He
lished, it he bad
I think it vieht to obterve, that it soor
* ko any i o e af aana
I =0 1||,|n..|,|||~ as 1o lead his
weeks to a lonsy and itchy paeper, ¥ f
an Fitehy ot that time, was 5o mischievoms
all pestraint, to destroy owa clothes o
0¥ Were £iy to im, and Tor svhoin. the
.-.1..|-!‘;':|| W Fishidke was bonpd and |.\.i'ii|--l

may <ihly erein uo !
ol admit sucly oicrested and incre- |
as the above Lo siand in competi
'l'.llll the disinterested amd w
d the two Maples's.

Tered tiv ine,

ok
place in the copying of my 1 | i e He |
rakd 3 the word exeept M
liave been inzserted in the tenth line £
ifler the wopd * agree.”
f called on Me. Branson ficice on Saftird:

and seat aspecial mesenger over, to him on \

ith & note, 1oapode ige for the mistake, and o in-
| quire whether he récoitesied any thi 2 pespeet-
ing V : he was unfortunately from home, bitk
b received o lefter ":‘-it‘:'l:'.‘-l} . b inform me he now re- |
collected that Vick icientiv vielest ‘at lis |




lopse to [m..j-. and reguis
Asylum, T ceriad
! nity 3 1 believe'Mr.
retnrn— Mr. Maplesmey
T-'ii‘ cases of "u-"l'” 00, B¢

£ A recomme ndar
I:'.‘H r donbt
i WL TR I

110 the |
i‘.\ 3 2 ¥ i
the man’s fhgy- |
w him after s {

|

=N,
Kidd and Thir keld,
riois .-:wuna-n

tre jl */n:‘"-I:H.'.. L]
licu'ey ni -.}m.:m“ i
p o the Jnle.!u:nl of’

|
| . 2

| ik evidence in one
J There is one other Fact,

" no-sépanmte:d.
"t i mnst call viw

cument is
tlention,
gum B0 1-.

e the fst of
e to have been
i the Asylum,  You .

er all the patients who die 4u ihe
ol o this place,

Srely, my Lords and Gentleime
sinnately discuss the cireumetn nee:
:eﬁm'«:uu, Yot must agroe with me
vestization into the skate ufl
e e

Ling J:I""l: LR O
by the purity aof
{procecdings, the w ;‘.‘i'v &

e
[ e Povar, mrzi

T

Eyee !.'lll"'-h I

ples,

b i o s
dness of s

dadrs (o the

e and oo Afl=

{ pobation, ths ¢ E-'Het--j aund  the |-t.-z

| traimage of thaf libedal pablic to whem dt is iudebi

{ fur its origin and SUpgoet.
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i GODFREY HIGGINS,
1813,

York, December] |

— G SEED e

L heerns For the staten

— g

YORK ASYLUM.

Mi. Eprron,
The following ﬂlnﬂ"ﬁ(‘ﬂf wnl i hate affperra
inthe Coprant of November 8, if the Editor Lail
not shown it, before it was pablished, sithont my
!':!I'H"E"rrgl"1 to Dre. Best} who came over bome ap
Doncasier, on November 6. T was jndaosd to sas
pend its publication till thiz time oo the Doctog:
regnest; o<l on his promising to publish the Ad.
vertisetent, which appearved in the Pajpers, calling
a Meeting of the Governors on December 2. Wien
[ first wrote the statemeut fof the press, [ ha
neverisesn the letiers which havelately bean pup- |
lished jnthe York Papers respecting the Advlu
novadid I know the tame, of dpy -one of the (g
vernoers ar Persons connected with the [naritution; |
bt I did not think it proper to conceal "he faets |
prlhliq"}' sk b efore - e Particoles e
a5 Vicare ‘was ordered hy: me to We sefit to the |
b against his friends consent, who were |
afraid. that he should ceceiveill vange there.” | |
examined W. Vicars, in com v with a Feiend, on |
the 5th of November, and in couseguence .of a
statement given to me by Dr. Best, | ex ¥
his body very carafually ;__,Iit} on the 8th: he ap-
pearéd dt that time Lo have a great many \;r\-J:
lowigh hiack marks wpod him, w l~| i hiad |I nol |
nt of the Doctor, [ sho 1

bt were I.'t'

Lad:the least
bruises.  Whentver 1 have seen him
perfectly guiet, except-in the' case of the assault
on the old wormian, who had givenhim véi T preat
provocilion.

1 have inguired of Mr Bransom,
Doncdster, who first dttended Wim,: of Francs
Maat, who took bim and bronght him from the
Asvlum, of his wife and her two sistérs, who saw |
hitn twice duriig his 11,:11|i.|u-||ru|.:|;_ dud of his
nearest neighbours, and they all asngein stating
that they mever saw or heard of the Jeast 4 inle ”,.l.
except in'the case of the old woman alltded to
above’y they all agreée that he hid fhe black
masrks on return- frami” York, 4 greal part of

Tave

| which had-disgppeared ou the Sth aud Sl imst

Wear I.i:'rl‘j bridge, Mlov. 20ch, 18173,

whien I viewed him.
I propose o sttend at the ‘r' Tum 1}11 the [}_1
i
]
|

December, td aford the Governors any explana-
tion they may wish for, anlalso to communicate |
several other particulars too long for iusertion in
FOUT paper. |
I remain, Sir, your humble Servant, i
By i - - O |

ODFREY HIGQIN S, 1

Jﬂ.mg .Ud'natr-ue Jor the FFest 1, ling of the |

(r:}ff*r!'g of Foik.
Smur o G RANGE,




Wb :1,_1
unim, |
i m.-..-

" p.‘ fruc
g frp 1k
girs, W 5
L i f B
oot i VAL

F;‘I‘.'Lr ‘1'] 1'1. IH'P

A oo davs ]'||1-"\.i’1:11'!l ko the 17th qprn 1813,
aomgaint wos piade to me by an old woman, that
Wil Viears, of Fishlake, fad assaulted BT,
Lo i Lm,-..L fuenee af which | ].,r-mregl a wATTant
to apgrel fieid i, and "I““' his reing ; Brought up,
[ folifid ho, wgs insane: He being a i AL ET, I[ 0=
dered the Overgees of the Poor, Thoioas Ledeh, to
tak ko proper medsures f il g ""’J!I'-L!r“ll.. h:ll‘fl ta 1,||i-
Asy IJ-,-n st ¥ork; towlich place he wag taken on
i1 h of dast April 3 and from wifich he was
brow '“'1| AWRY o1 the 121k of last De toher.. W lven 1-
saw Vigars before he welit, He appeare d fa good
B “_||.., health, oo 1-!“13"- weak or e oA J e,

About a fortiight dgoy application was made to
the, hy Sardh, the w! ife of AWVilliam Vicars, E:.r...m
arder for more relief from the Overseer of the
Podr. . Féumoioned him to !'_" [mlr-'- : E':l?.h in
Doncaster, and upon inguiring fnto Vivars's situa-
tion, the following Jocuments I-Z'Ia"!i_il'il ABCDE,
b were swarn o _be true by s rah "..!t':u:-c, :1.:1|1l l:!.l_.::
b Overdcer, Thomas Leach, ma the prescuce of W.
Lsty. and nuysel f
cloaths Wm. Viears took |
uin, &ud &lso of what lie brotight back |

g -

e e

1 W rlgtlts
| P !nn- tory of what

itto the

He took with Lim a’ good ﬂl’:--_T!l"Rr.:.f pawy |I‘|m' |
cont, & ned-scarlet sdk ‘,f'sug.' waistroat, & pair of |
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| searfet wais cost, ﬂpth' A with blae k; another pan
L of velveteen breecches, two neckkevehiefs, one of
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E. This is ta certily that T wad sont For, by, Mr.
aniwum‘l of Thorning Hirst, on I hursday the 14th
| instant, Lo exantine the statesin wldch William |
Vicars, u!'htnnrr--l th, wag r!m'nns-::d froda Lhe Ya-l
f Aépbdm, He had the Lich very bady was also gxs |
ireraely filihy, for [ saw his wife nof only eonib |
teveral Ill'k from his head, but take them: from the
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in & state of mortiication. . e is now much re-
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generons nourishing diet.  Witness my - baud this |
¢dth day of Ostober, 1813,
CHARLES MAPLES, Strgeén.
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