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To William Widberforce, Esq.
e ——

Dear Sir,

When 1 had the pleasure of seeing you last spring, you expressed
considerable interest in the proceedings at the Asylum, of which
you had keard rumours, and you were desirons of further infor-
madion.

The Dean of Carlisle kappened to be in this reighbour hood in
the autumn of 1813, when a controversy respecting the Quaker’s
Retreat and the Asylum first appeared in the newspapers—rphe pre-
dicted that good would arise out of it—and has since been particu-
lar in his inquirics as to the result, It may be presumed fhat
there are man Y oller persons {o whom a Suller account would be
acceptable, than a conversation—a private letter—or detached
newspaper paragraphs can afford.

Several pamphlets have, however, already appeared on the sub-
Ject, whick I ought to mention to you,

Lhe first of these was, A Letter from Mr. Higgins to Earl
Fitzwilliam, on the subject of the abuses in the Asylum.—To
this letter there is suhjoined @ copious and very wseful Appendir,
containing the whole of the report of the Committee of Inguiry,
mto rules and management—the new rules of the institution—
and every official document on the subject of the dsylum, which
appeared from November, 1813, fo September, 1814, the period
at whick Mr. Higgins published his letter.

The next publication was, A few free remarks on Mr., Higgins's
publications—by Corrector.

Lo this succeeded—A Vindication of Mr, Higeins from the
Charges of Corrector—by a New Governor of the Asylum,

And lastly—Retaliation—or Hints to some of the Governors
of the Asylum—by Mr. Atkinson, the late Apothecary,
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You will naturally ask, why—after so much has been written on
the subject, that the public is said to be weary of it—I should at-
tempt to add more ?—1I answer, that each of these publications re-
lates only to a limited part of the History of the instilution.

Mr. Higgins was unacquainted with the Asylum, and its affairs,
until the circumstance which brought it to his notive about fifteen
months ago—His letter details chicfly those transactions in which
he himself has taken a part.

Corrector has endeavoured to expose what he considers {he errors
of Mr. Higgins.

The writer in vindication of Mr. Higgins, has faken a more
extended view of the subject==still, however, he was necessarily i
a great measure confined by his professed object, to a further elu-
cidation of those proceedings, in which Mr. Higgins had taken a
share.

Mr. Atkinson's object, is to show the injustice with which he cons
ceives that himself, as ;:fpu:’e’.:rmrj,f, apd his wife as Housckeeper,
have been (reated,

You will percerve, .f.i':{‘.}'.el‘fm'e‘, that to Ry person dCsirous rg,l" 1=

formation respecting the History of the Asylum in general, a more

comprelensive account was wanting, than can be obtained from
any, or all of these pamphlets—Some of them, howerer, contaqin
anteresting details and explanations ; and I refer you to them gene-
raily—and particularly to Mr. Higgins's Appendix—for further
information.

I am, Dear Sir,

with great respect and esteem,
Your most obedient Servant,

JONA: GRAY.
Yorx, Feb, 3, 1815.
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HISTORY

OF THE

YORK LUNATIC ASYLUM,

CHAPTER L

History of the Asylum, during the Life of
Dr. Hunfer.

THIS charitable institution originated in a public ad-
vertisement, dated the 7th August, 1772, signed by the
late Lord Archbishop Drummond, and twenty-four gentle-
men of the county of York, including the late Dr. Hunter.
Sensible of the deplorable situation of many poor lunatics 1%
THIS EXTENSIVE countY, who have no other support but
Wwhat a needy parent can bestow, or a thrifty parish officer
provide, they recommended a subscription towards erect-
ing a public edifice, for the reception of such unhappy people.

On the 27th August, 1772, a very respectable meeting
was in consequence held at the Castle—the Archbishop in
the chair ; and his Grace, after explaining the nature of
the meeting, proposed a subscription for the erecting a,
suitable building for the reception of lunatics, * being either
puarish poor, or belonging to distressed and indigent
Samilies?

A




By

e |

10

This proposal was unmanimously approved of ; the .5“111
of 25001, was m-‘:u‘&iit:lf‘.‘]}' subseribed, and a Committee
appointed to further the view of the 5|.:|.|~.~¢r:r'ihrl'+ij ;“hn1i11~
quiry was shortly afterwards made, by the Committee, into
the number of lunatics within the three Ridings of the
county of York; and the returns made were * so nume-
rons :.md alarming,” that the Committee called a general
meeting on the 30th of July, 1773, when it was resolved
that the late Alderman Carr should be desired to give in
a plan of a building, the body of which might contain 54
patients, with the power of extending iwo wings backward
on any future occasion.

On the 25th August, 1773, Mr. Carr’s plan was ap-
proved of, and azreed to be carried into execution ; and
an advertisement was directed to be published, ealling for
further suba(-riptiuns and benelactions ; and * signifying fo
the public that the surplus money already subscribed, and also
all future subscriptions and benefactions, are intended to be
placed out at interest, and the produce applied Towsrps THE
RELIEF of parishes and private personsin i digent circumstanees
sending patients ; and that the principal will be applied in
enlarging the building
WANTED,”

This is a quotation verbatim from the Order-book ; but
such pains have been taken to obliterate it, that there was

great difliculty in deeyphering the passage,

s Jor the reception of more patients, 1w

The obliteration will appear less extraordinary, on re-

ference to Dr. Hunter's subsequent assertions, that (he

public fund was never considered to ertend beyond the build-
2 ‘.?_- S I-_:..’. . .-I.. a L- "

wng of the house, and keeping w furmshed and reparred, and

that parisies were not 1o be relieved. (See his letter in the

Appendix, p. 2.)

Some doubts may be slarted

a8 to the menuineness of
tite ohls

terated passage, and whether it might not have

been erased by order, before the meeting

scparated. It is

et
in
yhichy ﬂl"
aihe T"-'iﬂ'I
gion f
fhos =
o The
futare 58
ing, if ¢
ol inferes
Tﬂﬁ'hﬁ
h;p what
fu-am

is sated
fion, off

]ngﬁ, 1




nf; thE‘ -
{"Dﬂ]minw
N Ay i
'qu['ﬂ iﬂtl:l
My of “H
i 80 j]u_me‘
A Eeneny
8 Pesglyeg
o give iy
Oty §

backwapg

Wia ap.
ion ; and
ling for
_n"{.i,'f"ﬂg i
and afe
i lo be
D§ THE
sanees
lied 10

uis, 1§

k: bt

re Wis

i | Liad
it (he
build-
o, and
in the

£58 of
|'|i'|"E
Jiis

11

therefore necessary to quote the advertisement ‘which ap-
peared in pursuance of the obliterated resolution, and in
which, though the framer of the advertisement has altered
*the resolution of the meeting, there is a sufficient recog-
nition of the obliterated passage. The advertisement runs
thus :—

“ The overplus of the money now subseribed, and all
future subscriptions, will be applied in enlarging the build-
ing, if requisite ; and in the mean-time will be placed out
at interest ; and the produce applied towards the reliel of
parishes, and private persons in indigent eircumstances,
by whonrpatients shall be sent in.”

In another advertisement, dated 25th August, 1772, it
is stated, “ The surplus-meney arising from this subserip-
tion, after defraying the expenses of the necessary build-
ings, &c. will be applied towards constituting a ' fund for
the maintenance of the patients.”

And in a subsequent advertisement, ‘dated April 24,
1777, “ Should the subseriptions fortunately ¢xeeed the
charge of the necessary buildinzs and furniture, in that
case the overplus-money will be converted into a fund for
lessening the weckly payments of the patients.”

On the 11th BMarch, 1774, Drs. Hunter, Withers,
Swainston, and Wallis, re ported as follows :—

“ Upon the supposition that 54 patients will constantly
be in the house, we are-of opinion, that + one head keeper,
one matron, three men servanis, and three women servanis,
with the assistance of such patients as are quiet and go-
vernable, will be sufficient for all the necessary business

mara—

* In the original resolution, a fund for the poor is the prominent ohject ; and
i_'mi!:iing: are secondary. 1o the advertizement the order is 1|-'._..'.'.-='-!.

t The number of attendants in 1813, was precisely thesame for 200 patients
ag the four Physicians in 1774 had thought necessary, for 54, 3
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of the house. As much depends upon the oare and #bili-
ties of the House Apothecary, we recommend to the Com-
mittee to procure a person for that office, who has been
brought up at Bedlam, or St. Luke's.”

In April, 1777, an advertisement appeared in the news-
papers, statine, that the expense of the main building, and
of the necessary ‘offices, had so far exceeded the estimate,
that they could not be finished and furnished in the plainest
manner, nor could the bills already brought in be fully
discharged, without an additional sum of money.

In the same month, an * Earnest Application” was ad-
dressed to the public, concerning the state of the Asylum,
soliciting donations. It is here stated, ¢ That no attend-
ing Physician or Surgeoen will receive either fee or reward,
as long as the Hospital continues to receive only paupers,
or persons in low and indigent circumstances, agreeable
to the original design of the charity.”

On the 20th of September, 1777, apartments were open-
ed for the reception of ten patients, at 8s. per week each :
and the following salutary rule was adopted at the meet-
g that day :—* No keeper or hired servant of the Asy-
Jum to ai:f'.t-pi any money or other g‘i':llllil}' for his or |1L’_’l‘
own use, on the behalf of any patient, on any pretence
whatever.”

On the 21st of September, (the day after the Asylum
was opened,) a meeting of the Committee took place ;—
present—Dr, Hunter, Mr. Johuson, Re . Mr. Preston,
two Messrs. Jubb, and Dr. Wallis, On this occasion, the
following resolution was pas:-d :— I

* It is the sense of this Committee, that it is most pro-
per to have one Physician only, for the As lum, and Dr.
Hunter being desired to aitend as such, he consented
thereto.”

In this resclution, as in a former one, there are some
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erasures ; and the clause “ until the next general mecting'
seems to have formerly concluded the sentence :—* though
there is considerable difliculty in ascertaiming pre-
{‘:;H(‘i}' what the words have been.—In point of faet, how-
ever, Dr. Hunter’s appoiniment by this Committee, although
never confirmed, must have been acquiesced in by the
Governors at large.

The whole of the donations having been exhausted in the
buildings, there remained no fund for the maintenance of the
patients: and hence the indigent were virtually excluded.
—A jealousy began to exist in the minds of the publie,
that as the additional sums from time to time subscribed,
continued to be expended in buildings, the intention of
thie foundation would be wholly frustrated. Lady Gower
and other benevolent ladies, therefore, about the year
1778, contributed liberal donations to the charity, under
this express condition, that the money should be applied
“ for the relief of patients only;’ (i. e. not laid out in
buildings.) By means of these donations, there was es-
tablished in the year 1778 , a fund called the * Reduction
Fund;” the principal of which was vested in the public
funds; and the dividends were to he applied in reduecing
the weekly payments of those patients, in low eircum-
gtances, who pay for themselyes, and have no parish rvelief.

Still, however, the assistance afforded by this fund was
extremely inadequate to the purpose ; the weekly charges
were higher than persons in distressed circumstances could
afford to pay; and many parishes would not be at the ex-
pense of maintaining their paupers in the Asylum. Hence
the number of patients cont nued to be small.—This state
of the institution led to an important change of system.
It was determined at the August meeting, 1784 %, that

e —— -

RS- - i

# 1784 is the date of some uselul directions fer the subordinate pificers and

gervanils,
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a limited number of patienis of a ¢ superior” or “opulent”
¢lass, or as they are sometimes described, patients i edsy
eircumstances,” or “ of a better condition,”— should be ad-
mitted at a suitable rate of paynient ;—in order “ tocreate
the means of ;'-:Jf."c'r;i"ng the necessitous.”

"This plan, though unexceptionable in itself, was liable to
abuses, and required extreme vigilance in its execution,
A resolution was at the same meeting passed, that a Com-
mittee of 7 should be appointed, ithe Physician to be one;
and that any two of this Commitiee should have the
power of fixing the payments of the patients. Tl thus
peried, Dr. Hunter had been Physician gratis; and had he
contimued so, the vigilance of the Committee mizht have
been a sufficient guard against abuses. But after opulent
patients had gained admission, it was soon discovered that
it would be hizhly unreasonable to expect from the Phy-
sician a gratuitous attendance on these, who, asit is ob-
served, * would in another place have been his own
private patients.”’

Dr. Hunter was therefore requesfed by the Governors at
the August meeting 1785, “ to do justice to his own in-
terest' by receiving from the friends of such patients the
reasonable emoluments of his profession :” and by one of
the rules it was ordered “ that such patients shall pay rea-
sonable fees to the Physician for his attendance.”

From this period, the influence of the Physician upon
the Committee must have been mjurious ; and after
three or four years we cease to hear of any Committee.

To what number the opulent class was originally 1

=
stricted does not-appear ; it certainly was limited ;
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by the servants was presently repealed. Tt had been or-
dered that a board should be put up in the Hall to pro-
hibit any money being given; but on the 7th July, 1783,
it was resolved that this Order, “ and the proceedings
therein had been rescinded,”

There is a resolution soon after this period of rathep
a curious nature,

“ The Committee having taken into their consideration
the present improved state of this Asylum, and the pre-
sent stock of the County Hospital at York, are of opinion,
that the Annual Sermon # which has for many years been
preached by some benevolent clergyman, may after this
year be discontinued ; and that it would: be desirable that
the same favour be for the {uture desired for the benefit of
the County Hospital.”

Dr. Hunter had not enjoyed for more than two years
the privilege of taking fees, when he requested the Go-
verners to allow him as an experiment, a salary of 200 [
for one year, in lieu of fees. The Doctor’s letter on this
occasion deserves attention, and is inserted in the Appendix,
page 1.

This proposition appears to have originated in upright
as well as prudential motives. 'Though the patients of the
highest class have been termed “ afffuent,” the amount of
their payments has doubtless been exagwerated by report;
and the amount probably never averaged more than a
guinea and a half per week for each patient.

It is not uncommon for patients possessinz an isgome
of from 3001. to 5001 per annum, to be placed in such es-
tablishments at a payment of a guinea or a guinea and

a half per week: deprived of those comforts to which

¥ The Sermon always produced from 80L to 1201 :—but prolnly the
friends of opulent patients might revolt at the mention of a Charity Sermon.
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{hey have been accusiomed. Tt is not pmhahlc that those

who from mercenary motives place their friends in sucli
esiablishments as the Asylum, at a payment of less than
1001. per annum, for board, lodging, and medicines, would
be liberal in their fees to thé Physician. Dr. Hunter
would find a difficulty in obtaining even those * moderate
and reasonable” fees which the Governors had sanctioned.
¢ Hitherto,”” (observes the Doctor, il a long explanatory
letter, dated 5th January, 1788) * these fees have been
smoderate indeed.” Unless, therefore, the Physician were to
violate the rules of the Institution, and abuse the confi-
dence of the Governors, by appropriating to himself a por=
tion of the payménts to the Charity, there was no alterna-
tive but the proposition of a fixed salary. Dr. Hunter
hints broadly at the temptations thrown in his way by the
existing plan. * Taking fees at the discretion of the at-
tending Physician from patients of better condition, may at
a future period be attended with bad consequences.”” And
again, in his letter of the 5th January, 1788, speaking of
fees.— I do not approve ::e)l'" e discretional power tif‘ that
nature being in the hands of any man.” 1n return for the
abolition of fees, the Doctor advised, that the payments of
the affluent patients should be increased, for the benefit of
the general fund; and that from this fund an equitable
and determinate sum should be given to the Physician, in
the room of fees,

This proposal of Dr. Flunter was adopted for a year; at
the end of which, probably the income of the Institution was
found ill:lili'ii:'d:ltu to meet the _h_»:-(.];u-}-‘ Itis also well kuuu."’
that Earl Fitzwilliam and others of the old (Governors, ob-
jected against a salary to the Physician from the funds,
conceiving that the attendance on the poorer cl

asses ought
to be gratis.

Un one or both of these grounds, probably—

the Governors 234 ust, 17
rovernors on the 23d August, 1788, requested the
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Physiciai, * henceforth to receive such moierate and reason-
able rEes from the class of AFFLUENT patients, as HE was
ACCUSTOMED TO RECEIVE HERETOFORE.”

It was aboiit this period that the late Rev. Mr. Mason,
[Precentot of York) Dr. Burgh, Mr. ;'e’fitlwrs-‘., and other re-
spectable individuals, were dlarmed at the growing influ-
ence of the Physicidn over the proceedings of the Go-
vernors. They contebded that as parish paupers were
origitidlly objects of the charity, the system of charging
for thie paupers the fill amount of their actual maintenance,
and of reducing the payments of those indigent patients
only who did not receive parish relief, was contrary to the
tlesign of the original donors, and was in effect to exclude
parish paupers from the Asylum. On the other hand, Dr.
Hunter, dnd the Governors speaking his language, with
some rédson mdintainéd, that it was more in the true
spirit of cliarity to rélieve necessitous individuals, than to
ease and accommoddte the opulent proprietors and inhabi-
tants of a parish. The Doctor had also a further objec-
tion, which with hisi had doubtless considerable weight,
after he had begun to study the accommodation of affluent
patients. ¢ I am convinced, (he says) that at no time the
payments from the parish poor should be reduced; as
under sach an alteration, the house would be immediately
filled with the lowest and meinest of the poor, to the exclu-
sion of those of a middling rank and in low circumstances,
for whom thie Asylum was originally constructed.”

In the admission of the opulent patients, and their emo-
luments 1o the Physician, Mr. Mason and his friends ima-
gined they saw the Asylum converted from a public charity,
into an hotel, for thé réeception of persons of condition only.
—It appeared to them that the promised advantages did
not arise from this change in the constitution ; and that the
sum appropriated from the surpluses of the affluent to the

[
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velief of the poor, bore no due proportion to the mcome
arising from the former—hence, they suspected that Dr.
Hunter did not content himself with fees, but applied a
part of the income of the charity to his own use.—
The Doctor however had the address to persuade the
Governors that these objections arese not irom pure OF
charitable motives, but from personal hestility. The Go-
vernors had no suspicion of Dr. Hunter’s integrity ; they
disregarded the remonstrances of Mr. Mason and Dr.
Burgh; and the effect produced was only to confirm the
power and influence of Dr. Hunter.

It was in 1788 that Mr. Mason published his Animad-
versions on the present Government of the York Lunatic
Asylum.”

At the Annual meeting in August 1788 it was resolved,
¢ that the thanks of this Court be given to Dr. Hunter, the
Physician, for his great attention to all the interests of this
institution, especially for his assiduous care and successiul
treatment of the patients ; and, particularly at this time, for
the disinterestedness of his whole conduct {rom the first
establishment of the Asylum to the present day.”

fesolved  That the Governors present rely upon the
candour of the Subseribers to give credit to their assur-
ances, that no sinister motives ever have influenced or ever
can inHueiice their conduet, 'l’ih-l.r trust that all the regis
lations they have established, and the whole ECONOmYy of
the institution, have merited the approbation of every Sub-
scriber ; and they hope that all will agree with them in
opinion, that such Governors as profess themselves friends
o the Asylum, would express their good-will to it much
betier by attending in their places af the times of meeting,
and there giving their advice for the regulation and -

provement of the institution, than by prejudicing the minds

of the public by their 111i.~a1‘vpi'¢:-;-1111:uuns.”‘
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Dr. Hunter shortly afterwards published an anonymous
answer to Mr. Mason, in a * letter to the Governors,”

To Mr. Mason, however, and his friends, the Elliljli{: and
the supporters ef the charity are indebted for the fund
called Lupton’s fund, which promises to be of essential
gervice.

The late Rev. Dudley Rockett, (a friend of Mr. Mason)
was executor of Mr. Lupton, who left a considerable sum,
at the disposal of his executor, to charitable uses. DMr.
Mason, on the 1st October, 1789, introduced Mr, Rockett
to the Governors as an intended donor to the charity.
AMr. Rockeit as exceutor of Lupton, gave a benefaction of
4001, : and Mr. Mason himself 100 .—* to be appropriated
SOLELY for the maintenance of Lunatic pArIsH PAUPERS,
AND OTHER INDIGENT LUNATIcS within the City, Ainsty,
and County of York.” # 'The dividends were directed to

et e ot

* These are the words of the original entry in the Order-book ; but after
period of 6 years, Dr. Hunter prevailed on the Governors to erase and alter a
part of the clanse. Mr, Mason, though a poet and a genius, was, it seems, slovenly
and obscure in his use of adverbs; and the Court of Governors 18 found after
an interval of 6 years, sitting in eritical jndgment on Mr. Mason’s style, and
shifting the adverl 4o the end of the sentence.

Kt mow stands thus—** io be appropriated for the maintenance of «Lunafic
Parish Pawpers, and other indigent Lunatics within the Cily, Ainsly, and
Counly of Vork ONLY.” A Memorandum appears in the margin that the
alterationn was made in consequence of a verbal order of a Gencral Conrt,
Angust, 28, 1795, The accurate reader will consider how far the declared in-
tention of Lupton’s executor is varied by this alieration.  His favonrite object
certainly was—either—solely the sarvresance of lonatics—in opposition to
expenses of buildings and furniture; or solely the maintenance of pPARISH
PAUPERS AND OTHER IXDIGENT LUNATICS—in opposition to that of the ajffuent.
But as the sentence now stands, it mizgh: in future be supposed to be the parti-
enlar and pointed object of Lupion’s fund to confine its benelits to the ** City,

Ainsty, and Couniy 'f-".. 1ork .;:I.':'J_.'."\ Thiz I:]‘.(]':'-E“ one of ils ::I|tji."t'[“;_ Wils COine=

p.‘lr;uirfl._x' subordinate,
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until the Archbishop of York for the time being
should think the fund so considerable that the dividends
might be applied to the intended purpese. Mr. Wilber-
force, Mr. Henry Thornton, Dr. Burgh, and others, shm*ﬂj
the same fund,—(See Ap-

accumulate

afterwards contributed to
pendix p. 52.)

The creation of a fund like this, solely for the benefit of
the poor, and to be brought into operation, not at the will
of the donors, but at some future and indefipite period, at
the discretion of the Archbishop of York, can scarcely be
atributable to any other than pure and benevolent motives,
1t was not calculated to affect the system of Dr Hunter,
till long after Hunter himself would probably be no more,

Yet a jealousy was entertained of the fund—in 1701 a
yule was passed, excluding future contributors to Lupton's
fund and the Reduetion fund, from the privileges of Go-
vernors, on the alleged ground, that these funds are ¢ in-
tended for partial and not for genmeral purposes.” The
objects of these funds, however, are precisely those of the
original foundation of the charity.—Lupton’s fund soon
ceased to be noticed in any advertisements, or reports, re-
lating to the charity; nor were the names of contributors
to it made public.

In August 1794 a motion, “thata statement of Lupton’s
fund, from its commencement to the time being, be annu-
ally published, together with the general state of the
Asylum,” was rejected as * FuLL OF IMPROBRIETIES!™
Under all these discouragements, the fund is gradually
though silently accumuluting, and it now consists of 74501
3 per cents consolidated. ;

[n the year 1790, Dr. Hunter advertised in, the news-
paper a ** House of Retirement, for persons of condition
oniy,” although he had lately declared in a letter to the
l.-;i.!x-uMlUl':«;J that the llllb'ﬁilciu]]jﬁ ['Hlilhliﬁhing S e
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his own “ would evidently counteract the design of the
original foundation of the Asylum.”

This measure was efiected without any netice on the
part of the Governors; except a proposal by Mr. Mason,
in October 1790 that the asscrtion (which still continued
to be made in the quarterly advertisements)—that * this
institution is intended Lo lessen the number of private mad-
houses #,"—should in future be omitted. DMr, Mason's
motion was negatived !

A circumstanee, apparently of a trivial nature, was about
this period remarkable for the event to whicly it led,  In the
year 1701, a female of the Society of Friends was placed
in the Asylom; and her family residing at a cousiderable
distance, requested some ol their acquaintance to visit heps
The visits of these friends were refused, on the ground of
the patient not being in a suitable state to be seen by
strangers—and, in a few weeks alter her admission, death
put a period to her sufferings, 'This eircumstance, related
1,.1':,' Mr. Samuyel Tuke, in his “ Deseription of the Retreat,”

g g Ik o T

#* Two public. and numerous privafe mad-houses, in York and the vicinity
have been established—all of them apparently owang their existence to ihe
Fork Asylum.=-The following is alist fur. 1815,

The Quaker’s Retreat—(in.the BEast Ridipg.)

The Appendage to ditto,—(in the Suburbs of York,)

Huuter's House of Retirement—{now Dr. Best's.) ;

House on Barker Hill—{Dr. Besi.)

House at Clifton—{Dr. Belcombe and Mr. Mather.)

Barker's, in the Groves—( Ditwo.)

Didgeley’s Houge, on Lord HI;:}'!J;T'H Walk,

Huouse at Upper Hehnsley—(Mr. Beal.)

House in Gillygate—( Mr. Backhouse.)

Huouse at Acomb—( Mr, Taylor.)

House.al Oshaldwick —(Mr. Hornhy.),

Houze at He:linglon = (Mr, C. Atkinson,}

House at Acomb—(Mr. Skipwith.

F o —— s



S,

22

is stated to have first suggested to the Quakers, the pro-
priety of attempting an establishment for persons of iheir
society—which it was shortly afterwards determined to
institute.

Mr. Mason and his friends for some time continued their
endeavours, to procure some improvement in the manage-
ment of the Asylum ; but their efforts were ineffectual. A
specimen or two may suffice.

At the August meeting 1793, Mr. Withers moved that
an annual subscription of one guinea and upwards be ad-
mitted, for the benefit of the Asylum. This was negatived.

At the August meeting, 1794, Dr. Burgh moved “ that
a Committee be appointed, to inqure into the state of the
charity, with respect to its constitution, its management,
its receipts and disbursements, from its commencement, and
that they be required to report the same at the next genec-
ral annual court.” 'This was also negatived.

From this period, the opponents seem to have abandoned
the matter as hopeless. From Lupton’s Fund they might
indeed expect some advantage at a future and remote
period. “ Cast thy bread upon the waters, and thou shalt
fipd it after many days”—might afford them some conso-
lation; yet what assurance had they that this fund, being
connected with the Asylum, would not be perverted from
its intention, and brought under the sole controul of the

FPhysician ? It cannot be doubted, therefore, that Mason,

and Burgh, and Withers, quitted the world under an im-
pression that their labours in this benevolent cause had
been worse than useless, having been repaid only by ob-
loquy and misrepresentation.

=i - ' b o] 1 v 3
1 .11.3-1. 15 the latest period in which we hear of any oppo-
sition to the plans of Dr. Hunter ; it is also the latest pe-

riod in which we hear of visitors, From 1782 {o 1704
E LW s :

visitors had been occasionally appointed; Dr, Hunter being
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however, usually one. From the period that the Governors
of the Asylum ceased to be watched, the very name of
visitation appears to have been unheard of.

About the year 1795, an extensive wing was added to
the building—In 1797 Mr. Surr was elected Steward,
and Mr. Atkinson, Apothecary: those offices having be-
fore been united in one person—In 1798, Dr. Hunter
was induced to wish for an assistantin the superintendence
of the Asylum, and of his various private places of con-
{inement for lunatics. On the 14th of October, 1798, Dr.
Hunter communicated to the court his intention to instruct
a medical gentleman in the practice of the Asylum, and
“ lo communicate to HIm ONLY, the forms of the medicines
prepared by himself.”  The Doctor stated that he judged
this proceeding necessary to obviate any inconvenience that
might arise from his death or retirement. 'The court recom-
mended the proceedine to the consideration of the Annual
meeting, being of opinion that the proposed communication
would contribute to the gremeral good of such persons, as
?Hfg.ﬁf at a future time become the {;u!"..ljm'ix of the -r',"}m‘e‘-f‘{f. :

The August meeting 1799, permitted the Doctor to take
a pupil or pupils.

From 1797 to 1804, there was a gradual diminution in
the number of Governors; the average number of new
contributors being only two in a year—From 1805 f{o
1809, in prospect probably of the eleetion of a Physician,
there was a considerable annual influx.

in December, 1804, Dr, Best was introdoced into the
Asylum, as pupil to Dr. Hunter, with the approbation of
the Governors, and on this occasion, Dr. Hunter wrote
the letter to Mr. C. Atkinson, which is inserted in the
Appendix, p. 3. This letter the Governors directed to
be inserted in their order-book, and that all the directions
contained in it should be observed.

{ o ——— ———



Speaking of Dr. Best, Dr. Hunter says, * to assist his
studies in this obscure branch of medivine, 1 mean freely to
disclose to him the manner of preparing the different me-
dicines, so successfully made use of at the Asylim; antl of
which the composition is unknown to évery person but
myself.”

Do the Goverhors and the publie then really believe
that Dr. Hunter communicated to his Successor tlie secfet
of some extraordinary nostrum, fof the eure of insanity?

-=That he could
s ¢4 Mymniister to a mind diseased s
Raze oul the written troubles of the brain
And with some sweet olblivious antidole
Cleanse the foul bosom of that periloas stuff,
Which weighs npon the heart i —
Surely it were better to © throw physic fo the dogs,”
than thus impose upon the credulous.

Number of patients in the Asylum, at different
periods, during the life of Dr. Hunter:

1777 — 10 1703 i 74
TIR e 23 1704 —-—- RO
1779 —— 23 700 —=— 8’J
1780 —— 28 1798 +—=— 83
el —— i} 1797 e—= 85
1782 a3 1708 — 06
1783 —— 29 1700 . 5F
1784 —— 37 12300 —— }192
1785 —— 43 1801 — 127
| i ST 1802 —— 194
l?ﬁ? - 55 1803 —— 130
1788 —— 68 1804 —o 14}
1789 — 72 1805 —— 142
EIN e 5 1806 —— 150
1791 ——=— 70 807 —— 166
1702 —— 74 | £ AV, e—
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CHAPTER II.

The History continued.— From the accession of
Dr. Best, until the decision of the Grovernors
upon the case of Vicars.

.QK‘VAE have seen Dr. Hunter introducing Dr. Best as his
pupil ; in other words, as his intended suceessor.—ln con-
sequence of Dr. Best's precarious state of health, he was
induced, in the autumn of 1808, to remove to Lisbon; and
Dr. Hunter became apprehensive that, m the event of his
own death, the election might be in favour of Dr. Belcombe,
the Physician to the Retreat, against whom he had uni-
formly avowed an antipathy. He therefore, on the 23d of
March, 1809, (a short time before his death,) addressed a
paper to the Governors, * respecting the medical regula-
tions of the Asylum ,” which was ordered to be taken into
consideration at the Annual meeting in August. In this
paper, (which cannot now be found) he is understood to
have recommended the appointment of three Physicians,
with fixed salaries, in lieu of fees ; and that they should be
graduates of one of the English Universities, or of Edin-
burgh, Glasgow, or Dublin. This proposal, if adopted,
would have excluded Dr. Belcombe, who graduated at an
University on the Continent.

A few weeks afterwards Dr. Best, unexpectedly, re-
turned to England—Dr. Hunter died—and on the 19th
of July, 1809, Dr. Best was elected sole Physician. These
circumstances help to explain what would otherwise appear

D
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vety extraordinary—the inattention of the GDTEI'TIIWE to
ﬂlc']ﬂﬁf recommendation of their deceased Physician on
the subject of medical regulations. The Apnual court
in August, 1809, resolved, that * ix CONSEQUENEE OF THE
pEATH oF Dn. HunTER, # 25 not necessary to take into con-
sideration the paper presented by him at the Quarterly court
on the 23d of March last ;—and which was then directed to
be produced at the dnnual meeting.”

To guard against such dangerous proposals as that of
Dr. Hunter for increasing the number of Ph ysicians, the
same meeting also resolved, ¢ that no proposition for in-
creasing the number of officers of this institution shall be
made, except at the General Annual meeting, nor taken
into consideration but at a Special court then to be ap-
pointed, and to be holden within three months from the
said General Annual meeting, and of which Special court,
notice shall be given in the York papers.”

At this meeting a proposition was submitted by the
Magistrates of the County, for uniting with the Asylum
an establishment under the provisions of the 48th of Geo rge
the 3d. c. 6. This propesition was rejected, * as incon-
sistent with the nature wid character of this institution”—
and the Magistrates of the North and West Ridings have
since determined on the erection of buildings for the re-
ception of their pauper lunatics.

It iz observable that the reception of p.;l]"l*«ill]:lﬂi}f_‘l 8 was
a part of the original de sign, both of the
Lupton’s fund.—The Asylam, therefore,

tinue open to parish paupers; or otherwise the excluded

paupers may justly claim a portion of jts lunds, as having
been created for their benefit,

On the 28th of .Lmud.l!r 1813, ar
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admission, signed by the Physician.” At this resolution, so
worded as in effect to close the doors against the Gover-
nors themselves, some of them may be supposed to have
taken umbrage. It is certain at least, that at the next
meeting (February 8, 18183) it was determined to alter the
resolution, and it was ordered to stand thus: ¢ that no
persens unconnected with the Asylum shall have the liberty
of visiting any of the patients without a printed order of
admission, signed by the Physician.

Dr. Best had now obtained an absolute dominion ; every
thing was under his sole controul. Official visitation had
ceased, and all intrusive observation was shut out. The
Governors had eonfidence in the Physician ; and no per-
sons, except Governors, could enter the Asylum without
his permission. At no period had a change in the manage-
ment of the institution seemed more hopeless.—During
the vacancy after Dr. Hunter's death, there was a fair
opening for some approximation to the original design of
the institution ; and an attempt was at that time made, by
a surviving contributor to Lupton’s fund, to recal the at-
tention of the Governors to the subject . But this tem-
perate and seasonable representation had been disregarded.
There had then been an influx of new Governors; and the
paramount consideration seemed to be, to invest Dr. Best
with the situation and undiminished emoluments of sole
Physician. No referenee was made to the original design;
no guards were placed against abuses.—Every avenue to
reform, therefore, seemed now closed.

At this juncture, a controversy arose in the newspapers,
which it appears proper to notice as connected with this
history.—The growing celebrity of the Quaker's Heu'cat:‘
(an institution of which the origin has been noticed) had

* See a Pamphlet, entitled @ Obscrvations on the present state of the York
Lunatic Asylum.” (1809.) f

P2
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modeés of treatment were the frequent subject .l ],F st
3 Tuk ishe « Description o
In 1813, Mr. Samuel 1 uke published a “ Descri] e
1T gL ' sk
the Retreat;” and recomimended ¢ a more mild system of o 0
. T : gt con-
treatment than has been generally adojited.”” Dr. Beste l g
* ot : : sofloct s ARY attackec :
ceiving this to intend a reflection on his Asylum, att: ! it}
: 3 TSET g ¥ ¥. ‘o g
Mr. Tuke by a letter in the newspapers ¥, Mr. TuKe, in 2
reply, diselaimed all intention of alluding to the Asylum.— .,
; T L nils. alter-
Some anonymous paragraphs, from different hamnds, aftex it
wards appeared ; intimating a suspicion that all was not i
* L= : ETIE
right at the Asylum, and that under its present system, I
: : sl theamate ing.
abuses must be the unavoidable result, 1t 1s not ini nded i
to swell these pages with the detail of the newspaper
E ey
Mr.
# 6 To rue Eprror or THE York Herarp. {he
Siry Jest
When a vessel or a fort becomes the subject of attack, it matters not whether
hostilities be carried on by storming, boarding, grape or shells, or by SAPPINE,
mining, eatamaran, or torpedo. The intended effect is the same, and the same (whic
nocessity exists for active defence.  In'like manmer, when an attempt is made Yelel
to injure the reputation and interests of any public body, or private individual g
it is of little moment to the assailed party, whether the measure b accom plished Bty
11}' open libel, or masked insipuation. If no means of defence are E'III!'I]I'-}E\.'I:[, g
the mischief may be |_'|;|'|1'.|'| from either !.'tl.'li'hl::ll:I1 and it iz, therefore, t'(i!lﬂ”}' it inty
cumbent on the ohject of ei her species of attack, to notice and repel it 1
The following brief statement will illustrate these remarks :— bens
n an account of the Quakers’ Retreat for Lunatics near York, published g .
ghort time ago, some highly indecorons and injurions insinuations were thrown J s
out against other Establishments for the same purpose, the intended application -
of which no one could misanderstand, and which were as strikingly illiberal, vy
as they were grosly unfounded.  To this attack it wos pot thoozht necessary .
to reply ; but @ PRINTED HAND-BILL having heen recently received,
which informs itz readers in terms characteristic of similar productions, that the
PHYSICIAN to the Quakers” Retreat, bas formed an establishment for the
receplion of persons afflicted with insa nity “ with a view o introduce, on a
small seale, the mild methods af Ireatiment in nse af kot Tnstitution.” it would Ia'!
be an act of eulpable supineness, to allow it to pass by, without some degree of o
motice, Xt must be obvious to every one, that the words of this Advertisement Iy
il
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controversy; though a collection and republication of
the different articles in their order, would form a curi-
ous episode to the History of the Asylum.—It seems, how-
ever, fair to observe, that the Retreat being a receptacle
for Quakers onfy, its managers could derive no advantage
by depreciating the character of the Asylum.—These were
not rival institutions, The Physician of the Asylum, there-
fore, at the fountain head of Lunatic practice, might surely
have permitted the quiet unotfending Quaker to partake
of the stream at some distance below him—without pre-
fering the accusation—* You disturb the water I am drink=

ing."”

In the month of October, 1813, (the period of this
controversy) .a parish pauper who had been sent by
Mr. Higgins, a Magistrate of the West Riding, to
the Asylum, returned in a state which indicated neg-
lect. The man’s relations complained to Mr. Higgins;

{which may be considered in the light of & torpedo ) were intended to impose &
belief on its readers, that methods of treatment of an apposile description, were
einployed at the other Estalilishments for insane persons in York and its Yici-
nity 5 an insinuation in itself as disingenuous, and as tolly destitute of found-
ation, as the manner of making it is perfectly unprofessional, and palpably
ineorreet,

The object of this letter being merely to expose these proceedings, from &
sense of duty to others, and of justice to the Writer's self, all feelings of per-
sonal animosity are utterly disclaimed ; at {he same time, should any one be
desirous of ascertaining your Correspondent’s name, which it is not thought
necessary to obtrude upon the public, it may be easily knows by inguiry at
your office,

I am, Sir, &c.
EVIGILATOR.”
Yorg, Sept. 23, 1818.
v e ——

As Evigilator seems conversant in military tactics, he might have learnt a
lesson from the events which were al this fime passing on the Continent, The
Emperor of the French; in the zemith of his potwer, Fad made an unprovoked

altack on Moscow.— e was now pliliged Ecrfr'g.-'al:_rhr Jits von Capital,
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—and that gentleman stated the circumstances to Dr. ::; |
Best—at the same time intimating his intention to lay the aﬂ[lllh
case before the public. Dr. Best deprecated the publica- el
tion ; assuring Mr. Higgins that the circumstances should ?{;uif
be investigated by the next Quarterly court. The Doctor 1l
then published an advertisement, appointing the Quarterly =
court to be held on the 2d of December, (six weelis earlier "
than the usual time) and calling upon any persons what- be
soever, having “ any thing to allege against the manage- m‘uil'!
ment or treatment of the patients, to take that opportu- Thej
nity of bringing forward their charges.”—Dr Best does “‘-!'“
not appear to have thought any sanction of the Governors mitlé
necessary, previous to this step, Be
A few days before the Quarterly court, Mr. Higgins were
published the statement in the Appendix p. 6.—His object Yor
evidently was, not only to call the general attention of the 2
Governors to the case, but to draw the eyes of the publie fhe |
upon their proceedings, and thus to induce them to act paper
with the greater circumspection. lately
Owing to the concurrence of several circumstances, Mr. UPO
Higgins's statement produced an impression on the public Coy
mind, béyond that which a mere solitary instance of neg- T
lect was caleulated to do. The animadversions of Mr. b |
Mason and his friends, had long ago convinced many re-
spectable persons that the system of the institution was ra- e
dically bad. It was the general opinion that the rich pa- :::
tients were attended to, and the Physician benefited, but Reag
the poor were negleeted. 1t was also suspected that the gy
attendants were unfeeling and harsh in their treatment of ol
the patients ; and circumstances occasionally eame 1o light :*E!“I
whith confirmed the suspicion*, Dr. Best’s recent attack ::
— = R — "y
* To mention one within my own observation, About fifieen Years age an l-:._;
nnfortunate young man, who had been my class-fellow at school, hecame de. Ry

e B e . . : L3
ranged wihils at ( nmbridge.  His mother, a person in limiled circumsiances:
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dén Mr. 5. Tuke and Dr, Belcombe; and -the controversy
to which it gave rise, assisted to excite 2 more than ordi-
nary attention to Mr, Higgins’s case of alleged abuses;
and the eyes of the public were anxiously turned to the
proceedings which the Governors would adopt at their
Quarterly meeting.

THE QUARTERLY COURT was attended by
twenty-seven Governors; at that time an unusual num-
ber. Mr. Higgins’s statement was read ; after which, the
accused servants of the house were called in and sworn.
They denied upon oath, the truth of the charges.—No
other evidence was called for, nor was any minute com-
mitted to writing of what had been sworn by the servants,

Before the mecting separated, the tellowing resolutions
were passed, and were directed to be advertised in the
¥York and Doncaster newspapers,

“ The Governors having taken into their consideration
the statement published in the York and other news-
papers, respecting the treatment of WILLIAM VICARS,
lately a Patient in this Asylum, and having examined
UPON OATH SUCiH WITNESSES AS WERE
COMPETENT TO AFFORD INFORMATION ON
THE SAME, are unanimously of opinion, that during

placed bhim in the Asylum,
Pressed a wish o see me

believe the kitche

where his health was rapidly declining. He ex-
I called, and was introduced to him in & room (L
n) through which the attendants were occasionally pasing,
1le appeared thin and emaciated ; and there were black marks on his kands,
which the keepers said were vecasioned by his sitting too near the fire, e
was perfectly collected—complained much of the want of his

books—and
hegeed fo return home fo his mother.

The keepers were aware that this was
the point which particularly touched his feelings, “ You
mother, Mr. Green, will you ?— You want to
yua, Mr, Green ""—was the lay

Il go home to your
go home to your mother, don'g
guage repealedly and tauntingly addressed o
him by the keepers. My unfortunate friend
tlied in the Asylum a few months atterwards,  (Awg. 22, 1501.)

, thus delivered to fhe ormenlors,

R e
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the time that the said William Viears remained in the
Asylum, he was treated with ALL POSSIBLE CARE,

ATTENTION, AND IHIUMANITY.

RESOLVED,

That whilst the Governors are at all times ready and ' The
anxious to promote an inquiry into the supposed existence o
of any abuse in the conduct of this institution, they cannot j

FIi

but regret the mode by which an ex-parie statement of the

cause, which has this day come u nder their consideration,

has been circulated in several newspapers previous fo an’

opportunity being afforded to the Governors of a regular *T“
investigation of the grounds of the complaint. \:m

RESOLYED, and 1

That this Court be adjourned to FRIDAY the 10th
day of December instant, at Twelve o'clock.”
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CHAPTER 111,

The History continued.—Enflux of new Go-
vernors, and investigation of further cases of
abuse.

R X S

.THE publication of the reselutions upon the case of
Vicars, was evidently intended to quiet the public mind,
and to whitewash the institution — the effeet produced,
however, was directly the reverse. The proceedings on
this occasion proved, that a fair investigation was in vain to
be expected from the Governors. Several persons in
York, of opposite political and of various religious opi-
nions—who could, therefore, be least suspected of party
views, were disposed to make an attempi to rescue the

charity from the state into which it hiad fallen. Tt wasa

forlorn hope—many who wished success to the attempt, de-

clined the task of joining in it. ¢ It is an Auzean Stable,
vou will never he able to cleanse it"”"—was the remark ol a
E!H"\.‘ﬂ'd f]l!f-'-"."l"t L&

Besides the case of Vicars, which fell within Mr. Hig-
rins's immediate notice, he had collected some other cases,
and laid them on the {able of the Governors. ‘The court
stood adjourned to the 10th of December, to dispose of
these cases.

n that day, Mr. Nicoll and twelve other persens went
down to the Asylum, at the hour of meeting, and paid-the

requisite donations 1o become Governors,  After some

hesitation as {o the point of regularity, - (this beinz an ad-
E

-
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s mrned meeting) they were admitied to act and vote as
[ ] L} = &

L 0Vernors,

It would be difficult,
by this unexpected incutsion.
was naturally felt and vx;w:::-srd_: ! .
dighified cofiduct of the chairmahb, (the Arclibishop of

to conceive the surprise occasion ed
(Considerable indignation
but the irnlmriiui and

York) contributed to restrain the meeting within the IJ-L’!Ili.l].lII:-'.
of decorum. His Grace's efforts were exerted at this _uml
every subsequent meeting, {o unite all the Governors in q'
cordial co-operation, for an improvement in the system of
the charity.

Though the court, on the 2d of December, appeared
{0 have decided erroneously on the case of Vicars, the new
Governors forbore to propose any revision of that case, or
even to allude to it, conceiving that this would be an un-
necessary attack on the measures of those with w hom they
were now to be associated. They were persuaded, that
out of Mr. Higgins's remaining vases, if properly inves-
tigated, enough would be proved to evince the necessity of
a change of system.

On the first of these cases; therefore, being brought for-
ward, Mr. Nicoll proposed, that instead of an inquiry by
the whole court, a Commitiee of investigation should be
appointed. Mr. Nicoll’s proposal was violently opposed—
there were only * a couple of lousy cases, which might he
disposed of in half an hour.”

'The Archbishop, however, declared himself so decidedly
in favour of a Committee, as the preferable course, that the
apposition to it was withdrawn, and this mode of proceed-
ing was agreed to be adopted.  Mr. Nicoll then proposed
nine names for the Committee —inclading tfree of the new
Governors, Mr. Alderman Wilson proposed a different
list, which included only one of the new Governors. Ona
division, there were 18 for Mr. Nicoll’s, and 17 for Mr.

Yyilson's list,
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FOR MR. NICOLL'S LIST. FOR MR. WILSON'S LIST.

Tho. Smith, Esq. (Lord | The Arclibishop of York
Mayor) Dr. Best

Mr. Bland Rev. My. Preston

.lf‘ul. Lloyd Rev. Mr. Dealtry

Mr. Robt. Swann Mr. Palmes

Dr. Beleombe Mr. Fepton

Mr. Nicoll . Lawson

Myr. Russell | Dr. Beckwith

Rev. Mr. Giraham Mr. Alderman MWilson

Mr. Priestman Mr. Cattle

Rev. Jas. Richardson Mr. E. Wallis

Mr. Dyson Mr. Healey, (Governor of

Mr. Daniel Tuke the Merchant’s Company)

M. Raicdon Mir. Baltmarshe

Myr. Gimber Mr. Brook

Rev. Mr. Wellbeloved Mr. Roper

Mr. Croshy Mr. Prinece

Mr. 8. Richardson My, iludg‘xﬂl!.

M. J. Gray*

Mr. Nicoll next proposed, that the committee should in-
quire generally into the rules and management of the insti=
tution. This was opposed, as being premature, until some
ground for a gencral inquiry should be established.

At length, My, Nicoll agreed to withdraw the motion,
the Archbishop promising to second it at a future meeting :
and his Grace, at the same time, stating his opinion, that,
whatever might be the result of the examination inte Rir
Higgins's remaining cases, there ought to be a genera.
inquiry into the rules and management.

The inquiry by examination of witnesses—aupeon oatll,
was strongly objected to by the new Goverpors.—In
lieu .of it, another mode, which howeyer seems liable to
still greater ebjection, was adopted, The witnesses were
to be examined without an vath; after which, 1t was

e S, e

e

# The names of the new Goyernorss are in italics.
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to be proposed to them to confirm upon oat hy the deposi-
tion so taken.—An oath ought certainly not to be admi-
nistered, except where it i8 preseribed or authorized by the
e 5 - - N
FrR ] . anied with penal sanctions.
legislature, and is accompan I

=

The following were the resolutions of this meeting:

RESOLVED,

That the cases now before the court be referred to a
Committe of nine persons, who shall investigate the same,
take down the evidence in writing, on both parts, and re-
port the same to the next adjournment of this court. .

That every Governor have liberty to attend the Com-
mittee, and that Dr. Best be empowered to ask any
questions.

That the Commiitee be requested to propose to the par-
ties examined, that they shall sign their depositions and
afterwards make voluntary oath to the same, belore a
Magistrate.

That the Committee consist of]

The Archbishop | Col. Lloyd
The Lord Mayor Mr. J. Gray
#r. Brook

: Mr. Ald. Wilson
Rev, Mr. Graham Mpr. Nicoll,
Mr. Bland

And that any five of them have power to act.
RESOLVED,

That this court be adjourned to Friday the 7th day of
January next.

RESOLVED,
That the thanks of this court be given to the Arch+

bishop ; for his patient, polite, and judicious conduct in the
chair,

The Committee met on the 20th, 21st, 23d, 24th, and
2%th davs of A LR - 3
27th days of December, and on the 7th of Janunary; and
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Mr. Higgins's remaining cases of abuse were infpﬂrc-d
into. The expense of the attendance of witnesses from a
distance, (which had been urged as an objection by the
court) \.xms d:!i’!*:l}'t::l-hy a subscription amongst some
ladies in York.—In the Appendix, p. 8 to 40, will be found
the substance of the depositions, with the OPLILOL of the
Committee upon ¢ach case,
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The Fire. o

{he gul

£ and ta

. : {estimel
@."';F the 28th of December, 1813, (the day after the com- ) ke
mittee had closed their examinations) the detached wing T--.Jai!'
of the Asylumn was destroyed by fire. This is a calamity ll[L ..
extremely rare in the City and suburbs of York; and it “T:'_
therefore made the greater impression on the public mind. 1:”'"“"
kt also happened at a time when a general attention was in the
excited to the institution. s
On the following day a number of Governors assembled _ OO

to inquire into the circumstances. It could not be ascer- lire i
tained [rom the keepers what number of patients was mis- Bot ad
sing—the apparent remains of two human bodies had auf of
been found, and two patients were stated to haye escaped, ey of
It was proposed by some of the new Governors that the i inff
naines of all the patients should be ealled over, and the Chinm
keepers should give an account of those under their re- Tendy
gpective care—but this was over-ruled ; @s it was said to Cuif,
be unusual and improper to make a disclosure to the the fy
Governors at large, of the names of {he patients. 'The Th
meeting separated at the end of three hours, without as- Wi,
certaining what number of human lives had been lost. fhe g,
OUn the next day, December the 30th, a Special court, i e
(ot which 28 Governors attended) was held, and the cip- ' i.‘i-“i
cumstances were more fully investizated, l‘l~lr-.|‘
Lt appeared that at about five o'clock, on the evening af L[l:,
the 28th, (he {.‘Eiilllﬂt.j' ol a day room on the ground figgr, ,,
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occupied by patients, had been observed by the Apothecary
and Servants to be on fire, by the sparks issuing out of it,
The chimney had not been swept/for some time~The
fire in the range was staled to have been in consequende
extinguished ; and all appearances of five had ceased.—
At a little past eight the same evening, one of the fepale
patients having gone up stairs with a candle, to attend on
tlie gardener who was sick, came down inle the Kitchen
and told the keepers that the house was on fire—The

jJFPmIE" iestimony of a lunatic had been rejected by the committee
*;;JHET; as -:11}‘.11:1! to no credit; but a dll]'u:‘ruui _rnlvr: of evidente
i prevailed amongst the keepers—They instantly took the
iEIl‘[fj'. alarm. The apartment on fire. was a lumber room, in
¢ Miad, which flocks were deposited, There had not been a five
o ey in tlie room for a fortnight, 'The door was locked, and
Mrs. Atkinson kept the key. The flock room was on the
'mbled second story—ihe flue of the clummney which had been. on
1scer- fire was contiguous to the chimney of the flock room, bet
Inis- not at all connected with it. 1t seemed possible that sparks
 had out of the one ehimney might have fallen down the chim-
aped, ney of the other, among the flocks; but these are not of
¢ the an inflammable pature; and the flue of the flock feom
| e chimmey was beunt out of the perpendicular, which Wwould
LB render the passage of the sparks down the chimmney difli-
d o cult, This therefore does not satisfactorily account for
fhe the fire, but ne other account has ever been given.
e This accident, it will be observed, took place at a time
bt when an investigation into abuses was in progress, and
the domestic officers and keepers might be expected to be
on the alert.—It appeared that the Physician had been
.m’ called to attend a patient at a distance from York, in a
& casc of emergeney.—The Steward, who was superintendent
p ol the house, and had the controul over the servants, was

at his residence at the Asylum gate, a quarter of a mile
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from the building. At his advanced age of 82, he could ‘r'ﬂd!ll;:
scarcely be expm:ted to take an active part. He was not, Jh"f:'hl
however, unemployed. Fearing lest the Asylum should H?IT-EL
be plundered by a mob, he barred the gates against any move" ’
access to those who were running to assist, on the first ap- el 1Y
pearance of the fire; so that they were obliged to make jtwas
their way through the fields, and over walls and fences. were I
My. Atkinson, the Apothecary, whose office appears . pot bat
limited by the rules, to the preparation and administration l fendaat
of medicines, having probably performed those duties for . Four
the day, was gone out with his wife (Mrs.  Atkinson, the has enle
Houseléeper) to spend the evening. Of the four men Notwr
servants, who had the charge of about 120 male patients, we 801
one had intrusted a fellow-servant with the locking up his i withi
patients ; and was absent. Another had put his patients The (3
to bed, according to his own admission, AT A LITTLE BEFORE but an
the usual hour of eight*: that he might go to a dance. viceahl
There remained in the house two male attendants, One of the flar
these, since dead, being old and asthmatic, could not bear Atth
the smoke of the building. The other, Henry Dawson, " that
exerted himself to the utmost in rescuing the patients. The Russell
fire broke out in the men’s gallery, in which a considerable 1'”‘:_;15,3.
number of patients were locked up in their rooms, Henry il
states that he opened all the doors, roused all the patients, the .;ls
and pulled many of them out of bed. Many were instantly the g,
on the alert, and glad to escape. Others insensible to the i r{\qlu
danger, were gbliged fo be conducted to a place of safety; e Di
and some obstinately refused to quit their apartments, fricad)y
L — = AL e Lt o e R [ilf;-h]i;
Undep

* Whether the daily immuring in the dark, at so early an hour, a melancholy | i -.
Janatic, whe from hahit has not been accustomed to retire to rest till 10 or 11— "o
e conducive to restore chearfulness or to ourish gloom—may be easily con- i !':-‘Ii-
CERER i by thuse who profess no extraerdinary knowledge in this ulh:c'nru: lg :-‘i.
braneh of medieine B
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tipy and it was necessary to take them away by force. 1In the
o g mean time, owing to the quantity of straw, the fire spread
'a’ﬂl'lrﬁm rapidly ; and at length the remaining patients were re-
Lh’-‘ﬁnfi;; moved by Henry at the risque of his own life. e flat-
o gy i, tered himsell he had succeeded in rescuing them all; and
I fengy it was not till too late that he began to suspect that some
C® ey were imissing. In doing justice to his exertions, one can-
ity hot but remark, that if he had at first had another at-
'dlﬂiesﬂ 1f=ndlu11t to i::.‘i!i'FHT. iii}.'ll', no lives would have been l{}.st.
v, 4 Lour pat f-fil'!.!"j‘-' p-.?;.-rsfmd in the ";n"a’lr-rmfx ; ory as the Steward
fﬂurlnt; has ontL:rmL it in his huuk.—“ Died.” _
e Notwithstanding the efforts made to subdie the fire, it
il was so rapid, that the roof of the whole building had fallen
] u!1 I in within less than two hours after the fire was discovered.
" Palesy The City engines and firemen were wholly ineflicient—
E BEfoR! but an engine obtained from the Minster; was found ser-
a danee viceable. The favourable direc¢tion of the wind, prevented
Qe the flaizes from spreading to the main building.
108 bex At the meeting of the 30th December, it was resolved
Jawsan, ¢ that a Committee, consisting of Dr. Best, Mr. Cattle, Mr.
i The Russell, the Rev. Wm. Bulmer, and Mr. Roper, be autho=-
lerable rized to make such purchases of furniture and other ar-
Hearr ticles, as may be necessary for the immediate purposes of
ﬂ'ljfnh; the Asylum, and to make also such other arrangements in
stanily the apartments, as the emergency of the case may appear

(o e to require,—That the thanks of this meeting be given to
the Directors and Subscribers to the Retreat, for their

e friendly and liberal offer of the accommodations which that
mes establishment can afford to the patients in the Asylum
— under the present distressing circumstances. That the
i Giovernors, on the representation of Dr. Best, have reason
Ot to hope that it may not be necessary to have recourse to
fooe the offered accommodation—but should they be disap-
st pointed in this expectation, they will thapkfully avail

themselves of the proposed kindness,” ¥
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The sum of 23021, 4s. 2d. was received from the County
Insurance Office, for damages occasioned by the fire.

At the adjourned court of the 7th of January, the fire
was again the subject of discussion. Suspicions had been
entertained, that some of the unfortunate sufferers by the
fire, had been chained; it was, however, stated by Dr.
Best and Dr. Beckwith, that neither those patients, nor
dany other patient in the house, were, on the night of the
fire, under any personal restraint. A resolution was there-
fore passed, ¢ that it appears on inquiry, that none of the
unhappy accidents, which occurred on the late fire, can be
attributed toany of the sufferers being in a state of re-
stramt, from chains or otherwise.”’

Another resolution was also passed, thanking “ those
individuals who excrted themselves in rendering assist-
ance on occasion of the fire.” *

The fire Committee made a report, containing sugges-
{ions of alterations and arrangements in consequence of the

fire—these they were authorized to carry into effect—
and nearly the whole of the sum received from the County
Fire Office has since been expended under the direction
of this Cemmiitee.

* Though the resolntion, to avoid partial distinetions, nmits the mention of
names, it may be permitted to me to particalarvize Mr. Townend and Mr, T
Brook, as hay ing been vluilll‘T-ﬂ;f' active and serviceable on this occasion, 1[‘
would have been desirable, had there been a precedent for it, that these pen-
tlemen should bave heen voted honorary Gevernors, as the only moede in ‘.'l'.]'lil"!l
the court conld mark :ts sense of their services, Tndividuaks in humbler stations
were sujtably remnnerated for dheir assistance, by the fire Committce,
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CHAPTER V,

——

The History continued—Inquiry inlo the rules
and management,

e — e

The Quarterly court stoed adjourned to the 7th of Janu-.
ary, on which day the Committee for inquiry into abuses,
were to make their report. The number of new Governors
was aiready increased to about forty; of whom Mr. Hig-
gins was one—and sivty-six Governors attended the ad-
Jjourned meeting of the court. The report of the Com-
mittee was received and approved—their opinion on the
cases was confirmed ; and Mr. Nicoll’s motion for an inguiry
into the rules and management was afterwards carried,
without opposition. It appeared to those Governors, who
had promoted the inquiry into Mr. Higgins's cases, that
as enough had been done to obtain the desired object—
¥iz. an investigation of that system, under which abuses
had existed—it would be a waste of time to inquire into
other cases af dirt, neglect, or abuse. Ilence, though Mr.
Nicoll held in his hand several cases, which he was pre-
pared to prove, and which Mr Higgins truly describes as
* very disgraceful to the management of the Asylum,”
he stated that he should not propose a reference of these
to the Committee. * . The resolution adopted was as fol-
fows :—¢ that it be referred to the following Committee

* To instance two cases, which occurred before Dr. Best’s appointment.
L. Eliza West, of Louth, in Lineolnshire. Admitted Aue, 17, 1796, Remave |
May 8, 1797. Delivered of = male child Auzust 19, 1797 —2, Dorothy
Exilby, of Kirby-Malzeard. Admitted February 8, 1801, Discharzed cured
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(any five of whom shall have power to act) 1o make gn in-
quiry into the rules and management of the institution,
. g 2

and to report facts and their opinion thereon, to the next

™ i x "
or subsequent Quarterly court of the Governors, or to the

General meeting in August, viz :—

His Grace the Arehbishop | Benj. ankra.bnnk, Esq.
of York Wm. Carr, Esq.

Thomas Smith, Esq. (Lord | Thoes. Wilson, Esq.
Mayor) Henry Bland, Esq.

The Rev. Thes. Preston The Rev. John Graham

The Rev. Wm. Dealtry Mr. Brook

George Palmes, Egq. i Mr. J. Gray

®. W. Nicoll, Esq. |

¢ That Dr, Best be requested to attend the meetings, to
answer such questions and inquiries as may be proposed
to him, and to offer any suggestions which may occur to
him, as beneficial to the institntion.”

The first work of the Committee, was an examination of
the books, and an arrangement of those rufes, which were
found to be scattered thrﬂ{]ghﬂm order books, never having
been collected or digested into any regular form. These
are published in their Report; and the most important of
them have been already noticed.

They then proceeded to investigate the management.

Under this head, one of the first points which engaged
the attention of the Committee was, the mode of admitting
patients, together with their payments to the institution,
and to the Physician.

Vebruary 20, 1802, Delivered of a male child 21st September, 1802.—1In the
furmer caze, a keeper in the Asylum, was apprehended on a charge of heing
the father of the child, and he paid the parish of Louth 301. for the mainte-
mnance, This fact was notorions, and it was 1"|,_|'|:|,'|!:.' notorious that —THIE
SLEEFER WAS NOT DIEMISSED—THAT HE CONT.NUED T0 ENJOY THE CONFI=
ﬂtxﬁmanﬂ:[#u?anHF:Awhnﬂiﬂcnﬁ?ﬁﬂatﬂﬁ,n:rmfnuruﬂﬂ';ﬂrﬂ
A TESTIMONY 0F ** APPROBATION OF IS CONSUNT IURING A SERVICE oF 06

VEARS, —1n the alher case, the faiher-of the ciild was a patient.
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ke
© vl Eor the purpose of drawing out an average of the num-
o fhy !!:I ber of patients of each class, Mr. Surr, the Steward, was
]rsJﬂ”E; desired to send tothe house of a member of the Committce,
2 liis account books, for the four quarters of the year 1813.
ak B IFour _Quum:t‘l}* bhooks were, lu.{*.um.'-'l.'.qiwu-::l.-. wnt,. but in
i sclecting these, Mr. Surr had unintentionally oecasioned a
':3']. - remarkable discovery.  Dhree of the books sent, were the
80, Steward's accounts, with the Governors for the 2d, 34,
Graliy and 44 quarters of the year—ihe fourth book—sent in-
stead of that for the first quarter, proved to be another
account fur the sccond quarter of the year, There wag,
} therefore, no account for the first, but fwo accounts for the
elingny second quarter, both professing to contain the weekly pay-
* Propia ments of the patients. Upon a comparison of the two,
I oeor boolis for the same quarter, it was found, that in the book
which appeared to have been sent by mistake, Mr. Surr
nation d had entered one set of patients at I15si—another set at
ich wes 12s.—and a third set at 10s—per week. In the other
i book, the wvery same patienfs were entered as follows :—
The Those who paid 15s. were set down as paying eleven
— shillings; those who paid 12s. as pdying fen shillings ;
those who paid 10 shillings, as paying nine shillings. iz
Mr. Suri’s accounts with the Governors, he only gave credit
w:;_\} for the smaller sum—the book sent by mistake, therefore,

ngand

: did not tally with the Steward’s accounts with the Go-
T 2 ¥ i ; {
Lo vernors *—on the contrary, it proved, that a portion of the

¥ v .[':: : : ; :

Lital payments from three classes of the patients, amounting to
no less a sum than 631 13s. for a quarter, or 2621. 12s.

— . "
per ann, had never been broucht to account. On inquiry,

B # . + ' ) 7

p-uf it appeared, that this sum was paid over by the Steward

of ot i

« . to the Physician.

i e :

o 15 sl i Dl e i) NG SR o TV PR T S N L TR DT T

g oot * Mr. Surr has since burnt this book, and the series of Quarter'y honks

o et o hich it belongs, to prevent their Falling inte the hands of the Committep—

g but, the fact which was accideptally disclesed, stands uncontroverted.
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The Committee also found, that for the opulent patients
(sixteen in number) the Steward neither received nor gave
eredit in either of the sets of books, for more than 14s. per
week—>but, in the private account already alluded to,
each of these patients was marked B.—and it was explained,
on inguiry, that the accounts of this class, did not pass
ihrough Mr. Surr’s hands. They were “ private patients,”
whose accounts were settled with the Physician, and far
whem he accounted to the Steward for 14s.

With the exception of the Reduction fund already no-
ticed, (which produced about 351. per annum) the Asylum
was without any fund for the maintenance of the patients,
or the salaries and maintenance of the officers and servants,
The interest of 84001, (3 per cent cons.) was relied on for
buildings, repairs, and furniture only. The weekly pay-
ments of the patients, therefore, discharged not enly their
board and lodging, but the board and lodging of the Apo-
thecary, Housekeeper, and Domestics—besides salaries
and wages amounting to 3611. 12s. per annum,

The total sum paid to the house, by patients, in the year
1813, 1s about 921. 1s. per week ; to which 13s. from the
reduction fund being added, the total is 92 1. 14s. per week,
This sum divided by 199—the number of patients in July,
1813, gives 9s. 6d, per head, as the average sum paid by
each patient, for board, lodging, and attendance. ©Of this
sum, the opulent patients contribute 14s. per week ; the
parish paupers 9s. The 14s. for the opulent patient,
cover all charges © for board, lodging, eoals, candles, tea,
and medicines.” “ The upper classes have tea twice a day ;
the lower classes have no tea.”” They have “ gruel, or
milk and oatmeal for breakfast.” * The hetter classes dine
at one table, and the paupers at another.”
about 12 gentlemen and ladies, whose diet is the same as
that at Mr. and Mrs, Atkinson’s table.” ¢ The middle clags

“* There are
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leay by 4%
My 5:1: have three meagre days; the paupers have three measre
“-HI;R, days, and have roast meat only on Sundays, Oun Satur-
'Jhld:ﬁ days the middle class have principally cold meat, and the
”Iplu'a,:{ lov est class have offal in h:.mhl.” Mrs. Atkinson ¢ separates
gy ;g,: the coarsest parts for the losest patients.”
¢ patigg From the report of the Committee, it therefore appears,
B, u“; that whilst a few gentlemen and ladies, with an excellent
table, tea and sugar twice a day, and thic best apartments
'J'Hdn; in the lmilzsu-,\ u.e!-c ll:l:,'ing: only l4s. each per week for
E-’-;lhz board and lodging, 123 poor _;mrauna, coarsely fed
e and il accommodated, were paying 9s. each. Thus it
Patiely is evident that the 125 paupers, each paying nearly the
T m;:: average cost of a patient—but maintained in the narrowesi
ol oy

space and on the cheapest fare—were the great support of
H-"I oy the house—that their * 1‘(’{;1‘!’&&:53@3"" were thie means of

uly tht providing the aifiuent with board and lodging, and med;-
e Ap- cines, at 14s. which, in no other place, they could have ob-
salan tained under twice that sum. Surely there must at least
be some inaccuracy in the statement made in a published
he year report, which will shortly be alluded to, that e or.
o the penses of the indigent are reduced by the payments of the
week. more affluent patients.” 2
July, It must have already appeared, that the admission by
i h the Physician of those persons as his private patients, and
if this for his own sole benefit, who ought to have been patients
ol of the house—and his participation in the weekly pay-
iT-ith ments, not only of patients who were barely above (lo
™ condition of paupers, but of 17 patients in the 9s, class.
.-dalf'- . were u:mfrﬂrf to several rules, as well as to the original
1 ;{ design of the Charity. Still the question arises—had not
o the existing system of 1813 received the mplied sanetion
FT: of the Governors  —~Did not the Physician so consider jt »
;il It happens iliat in this very year, 1813, Dr. I'iu:si.thuugh

fit to publish a report of the state of the institution

1
y il
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it is the only one which has :qqmarrd for the last fourteen
years. 1o {ilis report, therofore, (Appendix p. 4.) it h im--
portant to refer, in order to learn what was now consider-
ed by the Physician and the Governors to be the autho-
rized system.

The report is thus sanctioned by the Quarterly court,
in January, 1813 : “ Resolved, that jthe report now pro-
duced, and submitted to the court by Dr. Best, be adopt-
ed, and that the same be printed and distributed.” It
contains the following passages :— The friends of the pa-
¢ fients pay a weekly sum in proportien to their ability ;
“ and by this arrangement the utility of the institution is
“ extended to the various classes of society, and at the
“ same time the expenses of the indigent are reduced by the

 payments of the more afftuent patients.. Parish and olher

¢ paupers are maintained at the expense of 9s. @ week. The
“ weekly payments ol persoms in low circumstances, but
111

not absolutely in the condition of peupers, is from 10s. to
“ 13s, Patients in better circumstances, and in the higher
stations of life, are charged with moderation, according
to their respective means. A certain number of patients

“in very distressed circumstances, who pay for their own

“ board, and have no assistance from their parishes, re-

ceive the benefit of 35l per anpnum (being the interest
w  GF 4 0 A 1 . mry '
of the “ Reduction Fund,”} alone with the OVER-

g

19

FLOWINGS of the payments of the more afffuent pa-

tients. 'The above payments discharce lodging, board,
£k . pe 3 B v =
coal and candle, tea, washing, and medicines; but
1 TR e — e S y
f.iwsr l!ciilut'ih 1.1]1{_!5,.\, L .\..H HNses ¢X( :H! U, a W g-.--L, e
 separately l:InJ-gmi for their washing.” Ve Physician ¢s
required to attend gratis on the paupers, and on those who

FRE AT TP F iy s - S | : % |

ttre meaintained at reduced pairents ; bwd is quthorized to

recelve from the I .g'.._'.l,'r."-.' 4’:'Jr fhe o e .-"f,-:.'r.-p'.l f retients the
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We ate told that ¢ parish and othér paupérs are main~
tained at nine shillings ;> and we are given to understand,
that the Physician receives emoluments from the affluent
only. Yet from seventeen of the patients maintained at nune
shillings, the Physician was receiving one shilling per week
each. We are told the Physician * is authorized to re-
ceive seasonable emoluments from the affluent.” M.
Wilson paid one hundred and nine pounds four shillings
per annum—of which the Physician only accounted for
thirly-siz pounds eight shillings—retaining the remaining
sum of seventy-two pounds sixteen shiflings, as hisreasonable
emolument. The thirty-six pounds eight shillings paid to
the house, was also to leave ovepflowings to the disiressed
patients.

Previous to the Committee making their report, it was
observed by a friend of the Physician, that Dr. Best had
been the greatest benefactor to the Asylum—having con-
tributedd to it more than 1000L This assertion was
grounded on Dr. Best's statement to the Committee,
that the highest class of patients, or those called Dr. Hun-
ter’s own, at the period of Dr, Hunter’s death #, paid only
ten shillings per week each to the institution—which Dr.
Best advanced to 14s. ‘That the sum of 155, per week
paid by the next class, was divided in Dr. Huater's time
into portions of 3s. to the Physician, and 10s. to the house—
which Dr. Best made 4s. to himself, and 11s. to the house.

Though this charge by Dr. Best against his predecessor
rests on bis own assertion, and tlie books which might

=

B

# When it was attempted to justify Dr. Belcombe’s advertizement of a pre-
vate madhouse, by referring to the authority of Dr. Hunier, this was said to be
“ ap expiring effort to defend the improprietics of the living, by disturbing
the ashes of the dead.”  How soon is D, Besthimself obliged to have recourse
tor thiw expedient !

&)
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have proved it are burnt, there is no reason {o doubt the
veracity ‘of Dr. Best*, As tothe merit claimed for Dy,
Best, onnccount of the angmentation to the house, it must
be:observed, that us its support is dependant solely on the
payments of the patiets, it was prudent for the Physician
£ take care that the sums paid to the house should be ad-
equate ‘to ‘the growing -expenses of the times, and the
highest class of patients had been paying ‘fen shillings per
swerk to ‘the louse as far back as the year 1796, and pro-
bubly longer. It does not appear that from the above
avgimicnitition, there arose any surplus—er any addition
to'the vumber of distressed ‘objects. Twven if this were
made out, 1t would still be incombent on those who claim
for the Physician the merit of a gift to the charity, to show
tliat these payrments were his righi—tlie reverse of which
appears from the report of 1813,

The sims réecived by the Phiysicians are therefore to
be considered a debt due to the ¢harity.—It is true the
trovernors have aoquitted Dr. Best of -any eriminal inten-
tion, dttributing his conduet ‘to mistake: but the misappli-
eation is fully admitted.

Ass to'the ‘'ectaal amount ‘of the sums misapplied, it ap-
pears eonsiderably over-rated. 'There are in fact no suf-

* 8o long ngo as 1796, Dr. Hunter appears to bave received a proportion of
the werkly paymentsof the:patients, at the rate of abeat 1750, 105, perannom.
bn 1799, he received a proportien, amounting to only 1622 M4 . per annum.
It eannot, however, he ascertained by the books, whether at this period, there
were any patients whose accoonts did mot pass through the Stewatd™ hands—
if there were oot it s improbable that Dr. Hunter at a more advanced age,
should bave, besun te take from the Steward the burden of kee ping any ac-
connts, 'There were two practices in existence—hoth contrary to the rq‘:]-‘.v--—-
the one wasithe Physician's participation in ‘the weekly payments made to the
Steward—this elearly orighusited with
drawing from the Steward the

Dr. Hunter—The other was the wilh-

aceounts of the opulent patients, and paying him
asmall sum for their board,

: Liy whom, and at what period this practice was
begun canuot be Jiccovered,
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Chinyg ) ficient data on which fo form an aceurate cstimate. The
Eh“’“ﬂii sums received from the private patients were forborne to
L Bﬂl,dml be inquired into—there were different bargains with dif-
IF the P ferent patients—in some cascs the payment was o include
Ellwd; wine and other extras—so that the Physician could not
: i : . ek

ey himself easily ascertain his net profits.

" 4IIII|'.].|5L When the new Committee lately succeeded to the
706 m.l‘l management of the Asylum, there had been in couse-

: _F quence of the fire a reduetion in the number of patients—
om the | : :

- seven out of the sixteen affluent patients had been taken
!f{ﬂ:h away. One of those who were removed had paid three

" guineas a week—the payments of the rest were not known.
“ - " - - -

I“"'!' None of those nine who remained in the house paid so much
Aty bod as two guineas a week,—Mr, Hizgins's estimate of twé
e of s guineas a week as the average—(on which ke has caleu-

lated the Physician’s profits at 14171 a year, and the
therelm whole sum misapplied at 39,6761, %) —scems to be much
is trued too high; and a guines aud g half is probably nearer the
winal s mark since Dr. Best’s appointment.—In Dr. Hunter's
e misa time the estimate ought to be taken considerably lower.

Bixteen patients at a guinea and a half per) ‘£, s d
od.ditd week, deduecting fourteen shillings paid = 728 0 @

" ever to the charity—leaves - - - -

o no & The payments to the Physician from the 262 12 0
three middle classes amount to - i

o ‘Fees on admission =~ = + <« = = < 80 0 0
Ipre Per annum £1020 12 0
i per = .
period, & -
i s But on the other hand, it must not be forgotten that
s whilst a court of equity would require the Physician to
g M1 ¥ account for his receipts, he would receive a liberal allow-
b T

ﬂ“ﬁ T — R e ——
g e

it * Mr. Iiggins has, however, thrown ol fiwenty thousand pounds, to allow for
s errors in his ealcalation,
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ance in lieu of those fees which by the rules of the institu-

tion he was entitled to have taken.

Supposing, therefore, the average sum paid by the
affluent patients to have been a guinea and a half per week,
or 78 guineas per annum,

equitably divisible as follows :

we may suppose the 78 guincas

, Guinens.
Board, lodging, and medicines - - - 50
To lessen the payments of the poor patients - 11
To the Physician - - - - - 14
-u;g.

Fourteen guineas a year to the Physician for 16 patients,
give 2351. 4s. as the annual sum to be allowed him in
compensation for fees.

From 1020 0 his supposed actual receipts,
Take 236 4

£784 16—Annual balance in favour of the insti-

tution.
- —mlE——

The rules of the institution appeared io have been little
attended to in other particulars. The Committee for the
admission of the patients, and regulation of their payments,
had long'eeased, and all admissions were by the Physician.
Visitation, it has already been observed, had also ceased—
and not an entry had been made in the visitors’ book for
27 years. '

Other topics of inquiry related to officers and servants.—
The Steward was vested by the rules  with full powers
over every servant in the house.” Yet this officer, in
whom the El.i[]l:]?ll!'['l"l'lill'tl(“-t‘ wias iﬂ:,w_'m], WAas l‘.t‘tciilill,'_';,. with
the approbation of the Governors, at some distance from
the Asylum. His infirmities often prevented him ¢ from
aoing out and visiting the Asylum during the winter sea-
son.” The Committee found an * almost total want of
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subordination and vigilance amongst the servants in the
absence of a watchful and confidential head.”

The Steward, in the copy which he gave to the house-~
keeper of the regulations for her conduet, ‘had omitted ten
rules out of fifteen ; he had also placed the key of the beer
and hread in the hands of an inferior male Keeper, and Mrs,
Atkinson exercised only ¢ a partial and contested  autho-
rity in the house.” The Apothecary was not vested by
the rules with authority over the servants, and: did ‘not
consider himself possessed of any. :

The description given by Blackader and Dawson, two
of the keepers, of the internal regulations of the Asylum,
is such as might be expected. Blackader, the nominal
head Jkecper, says:  the doors used to be locked at ten;
¢ but for several years the regulations have not been so
« strictly enforced ; any servant can go in and out of an
¢ evening. The servants refuse to obey his orders or di-
% rections,—Backhouse used to have the principal power,
¢ thongh Blackader was called head keeper.—There is not
¢ any one keeper with particular powers. Henry Dawson
% has the whole power over the other two keepers. Ileis
« looked on as having the head power.” Henry Dawson
says the “back kitchen door is never locked, night or day.
“ A servant may go out at this door and be out all night.
% VWhen patients are confined, the cells are cleaned out

-

¢ {hree or four times a week."” :

The servants received for the higher classes more than
1001. a year for perquisites; besides the cast clothes of the
patients, which they take,  when they consider them to have
been worn a sufficient time.”

On the 28th of January, 1814, the Archbishop of York
and the vest of the Committee, were conducted through
the different wards snd apartments. They found the
¢ girueture of the building and the dispositicn and dimen-
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sions of the day rooms ill adapted for the accommodation
and superintendence of the patients.”

Mr. S.Fuke observes, ¢ there were*® only 93 sleeping rooms
for the 200 patients, the resident officers, and the servants,
We must remember too, that the opulent patients occupied
more than an equal proportien of this space, and the same
may fairly be presumed, as to the servants and officers.—
What was the actual average space allotted to each poor
patient, it would be a matter of painful curiosity te as-
certain.”

& Tlere were not any day rooms with eontiguous airing
courts. There were but two airing courts for all the
classes of patients, except the opulent, who took their ex-
ercise in the garden. Al the other classes of men were
turned into one court, and the women into the other.—
There was no provision in either court, for shelter against
the rain or heat. Very few of the patients were allowed
hats, and shoes and stockings were not unfrequently want-
ing. In this state, yon might see more than 100 poor
creatures.shut up together, unattended and uninspected by
any one; the lowest paupers and persons of respeetable
habits, the melancholic and the maniac, the ealm and the
restless, the convalescent and the incurable. It is need-
less, and it would he painful, to enumerate the evils
and the dangers l'ci-:ulthlg'ﬁ*ﬂm this system of indiscriminate
association. The danger of patients injuring eacly other,
was also very great, from their being shut up in consider-
able numbers in their day rooms, witheut any attendant er
inspector. Nor must we forget, in this short sketch of
the domestic evils which existed in the ,"‘u-:}']um-, that utter
neglect of ventilation and cleanliness, which rendered so
many parts of the place alike disgusting and unwholesome.
It is almost impossible to eoneceive any place in a more
damp and offensive state, than that part of the building

* i, ¢, Before the Fire,
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called the low grates, The light, in several of the rooms,
was obstructed by the erection of pig-styes, and other dis-
agrecable offices ; and the little air which was admitted,
passed immediately over these places. The upper galleries
suffered in some degree, from the same causes as the
lower one. 'Their elevation prevented them from being
damp ; they were, however, with some exception infavour
of that part occupied by the opulent, as gloomy as inge-
nuity could devise to make them, and, as defective as pos-
sible in ventilation*.”

Upon occasion of the fire, offers of accommodation had
been received from the Asylum at Nottingham and the
Retreat at York ; but these had been declined+ on Dr,
Best's representation that such assistance would not be
wanted. The Asylum was, however, found by the Com-
mitiee to be excessively crowded, The building designed
for 54 patients, eontained 160; and additional patients
continued to be received.—Numbers were huddled to-
gether in small day rooms; and some slept three in a bed.
The air was in consequence extremely offensive and un-
wholesome.

It is remarkable that immediately before the fire, when
a writer in the newspaper was challenging a comparison
between the Asylum and the Retreat, as to their compa-
rative number of deaths, the unfortunate patients crowded
together in uncleanly and unventilated apartments, were
perishing in great numbers, About the beginning of July
there had died 5 patients in 18 days—about the beginning
of November (the period of the controversy) there died 7

e

# Bee the Appendix to the * Vindication of Mr. Higgios,"
+ The offer from Nottingham wns never even acknowledged—a circomstance
which excited dissatisfaction there; and certainly did not tend to retrieve the

~credivof the York Governors for attention,

T T T e — e e — .
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when four patients perished by fire;

house,

a6

nis in 16 a!ays.—-ﬁ{]n the 28th of e
 fifth lay dead in the

The number of patients in the house, at

during Dr. Hunter’s

average was o]

eight per annum—or about a t
Hunter’s death the number

follows :

1809 —— 156
1810 —— 168
1811 —— 108

The average number

{_and the deaths on an averagi
entl of the whole. Since Dr.

1812
1513
1514

of patients is 175.

an average have been 29 in a4 year, Or a seve
During the year ending the first of July, 1814, tlre

number of patienis was
1813 July 200
August 168
Ht‘lilt'll\lj[’l‘ 196
October 199
November 188
December 186

as follows :

ember, the day

different per: ods

life, has been already stated.—The

were

of imtin'ms has been as

SN
= M)
— 173

The deaths on
nth of the whole,

1514 January 173
February 160

March 160
April 159
May 139
June 121

The average number for the year—I73. The deaths

were 33, or nearly a fifth of the whele.

* Notbing ean be more fallacions than to institute an inquiry into the morta-

lity in an institution, by companri

i the number of deaths with that of admissions,

Supposing Mrs. Barber's hotel, instead of being temarkable for comfortable

aceommodations, were as uncleanly and tnwhelesome az a Lunatic hotel, and

should send out 83 fonerals in a year, 2 very plansible annual statement g it

nevertheless be drawn up. as follows ;

In the hotel at the begioning )
of the year .. ..o
Received into the hetel dor- §
InE the Year ..ceesanas

1 Quitted the hots

o
= and refreshed
1oasg | Died only
7 | Hemaining in th
1090

- e

1, relieved, }

=2 10917
33
e hotel oo vn s ol

The inquiry mustalways be, what is the average gumber of persons in family.
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The Annual report of deaths published in the news-
papers, under the Apothecary’s signature, was found to
have been extremely incorrect, and below the actual
number. The total to July, 1813, was stated at 221. It
ought to have been 365. In one year, alone, Mr. Atkin-
son had faken off from the deaths a cool hundred. It
appears at first sight a mere mistake in transcription, or
an error of the press; butthis does not account for it,.  The
statement is a debtor and creditor account—every patient
received being entered on one side—every patient dis-
charged, or dead, or remaining in the house, on the other.
The admissions are correctly entered; and an accidental
error of a number in the deaths would have been discovered
by the custing up the totals—the account would not have
balanced.— But the numbers taken from the deaths are
clearly, in one instance, added fo the cures®, and thus the

* Extracl from the York Herald of August 17, 1811 :—

Adwmitied from the first Esta- 6 [ S e e i it T
blishment in 1771, to Ist)> 2254 | Relieved ... ... 2 R R TR
duly, IBE0... . ocavnnian | Incurable “and ::mmed b:, 204

From the st July, 1810, to Lst] 92 their Friends e oo
JLII:." IEII- IIIIl--l-i--—--i---g ] | I]lLd ann A 992

— Remamme; in the lluuse lﬂﬁ 172
2346 men—G6 WOMEeN... «yersenee
236
1 —————-
Exlract from the York Herald of August 22, 1812 :—

Admilted from the firgt Fsin- Cored ovueees b v b o s 1118
Blishment in 1771, to 1st> 2346 | Relieved «oiinmemsmnneens 616G
Jaly, 1811 ........ Lncurable and removed by 312

From the 1stJuly, l!ﬂ!l 1u st 99 theis fril:‘!“!s Tt e
Ju';. 1812 .. . 1 Died . wae 210

e Ih"llhnnlllﬁ in I:IH" !ImN‘ Ilﬁ 195

2445 Wen=—T9 WOmEL irs srinrnss 3

2445

The number of deaths to 1812, is reported less by 84, than the number te
H
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account is made to balapce. his is something more

than either aceident or carelesness.

e ——

The Committee of Rules and Management on reporting
the general result of their investigations, acdded the follow -
ing observations : die] .

¢« On a deliberate review of the results of their investiga-
tions, your Committee feel it their duty for the present to
subjoin the following observations :— ;

1. That the admission of private patients of the Physi-
cian, on the plan for many years past adopted, 1s a prac-
tice not sanctioned by the rules of the institution, and in if-
gelf objectionable ; and that the principles on which the
Pll:-,‘sl-:iﬁn to the ﬁs:,‘lum shall be remunerated require the

most serious attention.

2. That thongh the admission of opulent patients, Il

subjected to proper and specified limits, may be expedient
for the purpose of deriving assistance for poor patients
from their liberal payments, no sufficient advantage at pre-
sent results from the admission of such patients.

3. That the permission given 1o thesersants to receIve
perquisites from the richer patients, is calculated to occa-
sion a neglect of the poorer classes, who have it notin their
power to purchase the same atientions.

4. That as the appointment of visitors seems indispensa-

bly necessary in all public institutions, committed in a great

1811. Inslead of which, there were in fact, 19 deaths {o be added for 1812—
g0 that the error of the report for 1212, a2 to deaths, is 101 omilted.

The number of cures to 135‘.3_. 15 e i'|1||l|:‘.-.'| erealer ]._'l,' l]ﬂ: than the nomher
to 181 l—whereas the whole number of cared . Telieved, removed, '__'|_|1,|'| barried,
doring the year, was, in fact, only 76. The average number anmually reported
cured, for the 4 preceding years, was 15, Deducting this number from 116,
we have an error of 101, the excess in the number reported cored.  One hun-
dred and one dead men were, therefore, reported as cured. The error was
?mt correeted in thereport for 1813 ; on the contrary, twelve more dead men
wege cither wholly omitted, or included amomgst the cures,
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fneasure to the care and management of hired servants,
your Commitiee feel the greater cause to lament their dis-
continnance at the Asylam, where the necessity for their
attendance is particularly urgent, as the Steward who is
vested with the authority of a superintendent of the house,
does not reside in it.

5. That the structure of the building, and the disposi-
tion and dimensions of the day-rooms, appear to your
Committee ill adapted for the accommodation and super-
intendence of the patients,

6. Your Committee consider the present number of ser-
vants wholly inadequate to perform the work of the house,
and give the requisite care and attention to the patients,
who in consequence of this insufficiency in the number of
Keepers, are too frequeiitly left to themselves:

7. As the deviations from the existing rules which your
Committee liave remarkeéd, appear to have existed before
the appointment of Dr. Best; your Committee are of opi-
nion, that in case any censure should be considered by the
Governors, as attaching to these deviations, it ought not
to be imputed to him.”

The Committee met on the 21s¢, 26th, and 28th of Janu-
ary, and on the 8th of February. On the last of those days
their report was prepared ; but previous to the Archbishop’s
departure to London, they determined to adjourn the re-
vision and alteration of the rules until they might again
have the benefit of his Grace's assistance. No further
meeting, therefore, took place until the month of June.—
The report as to rules and management was in the mean
time submitted to the Quarterly court in April,

During the March assizes, two remarkable circum-
stances engaged the public attention.—A pauper from
Bishophill, York, was sent to the Asylum, and was im-
mediately lodzed in the same apartment with three other

H 2
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A
lunatics—one of them in a violent state. The new patient o w:,
received mortal bruises, and died a few days alterwards H?]D'.
in the Asylum. The Steward cntered him in the book— ﬁ";“l':.
¢ Died’—and for greater secrecy, instead of a coroner . 3l
being sent for, the body was removed into Bishophill, and ' W'LL_
put into a coffin, and notice was given to the minister and ' Tf
parish clerk for the funeral. The clergzyman, however, ; :rilf
(the Rev. J. Graham, one of the new Governors of the _'q‘
Asylum) having heard a rumour of the circumstances, pro- ﬁu_:f
cured an inquest to be held—and the jury found a verdict, : ||:;.1I1-
stating that the lunatic, John Bardwell, ¢ died of bruises “"mll“.l
given him by all, or some, or one of three other lunatics, who ! L
were confined and slept in the same room.” MG
The other fact alluded to, was published by Mr. Higgins, i
in the York Herald of the 26th of March. e
“ Visiting the Asylum early this morning, (March 24th) “im
says Mr. Higgins, I discovered to my great surprise, that o
the house is yet in the most shocking state. I discovered ten
a number of secref cells in a state of filth, horrible beyond “ bt
description, and which in my opinion it was impossible “ W0
could be produced by the occupation of one or two patients “ie
in less than several nights; in one of these cells was a ot |
chain, with handculls affixed, FAsTENED TO A NEW BOARD “y
in the floor. These cells were occupied the last night by |
women, the most miserable objects I ever beheld. Upon I
inquiry, I find that these cells were kept secret from the tha
two Committees who were appointed to examine the state of Alr,
the house, &c. and that they were informed, as I was, be- bog
fore I discovered the door which led to these hidden cells, i
that they had seen” the whole of the house, A Special foct]

5] 3 g . X r RS & g %5 '
meeting of Governors being held about 2 hours after my
discovery, at which Col. Cooke, of Owston, presided, I
was enabled to have these cells examined by at least 20 of

the Governors, but not until all the straw, perfectly soaked
: per; ;

e e T R e e = e T T L., S ———rT
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"W Py
Wltepyy, d with urine and excrement had been removed, and clean
he bogk_ straw put in the place. 'The state they were in even after
X Corggey this operation, I leave to the Governors to {luscﬁrl!:u.”
0Pl o, i In the next ui'nel:.z’s newspaper, Dr. H:::st‘ inserted an
inisee % answf:r.tu Mr. lllg‘s.ffms’s lsi‘.m::m_-.m - II:I;: tiuﬁcI:Lth the cells
i ey as url a very-su{ﬁ{:mh_t size, entirely lml:::l-mth wood, and
™ of Ihil " ﬁl?*‘mslu‘d with \'unttlﬂ,t?rs, Htx'aw=be:is,.'* blankets, &c.
“ With respect to the chain and handcuffs, (proceeds the
o Pfu' “ Doctor) they have been particularly examined by a Com-
a.md.m' % mittee of Governors. The locks of the handeuffs being
?’Ij’”‘”ﬁ ¢ entirely filled up and the hinges obliterated by rust, it is
alcs, o “ evident, on the most casual inspection, not only that they
“ are incapable of being used at present, but that they can-
» Hié'?iﬂ% “ not have been employed as far as can be judged from
¢ their appearance for a long series of years. It is quite
wreh 24(h) “ impossible that this circumstance can have escaped the
inse, that “ notice of Mr. Higgins, and yet he has deliberately at-
iscovered “ tempted to disseminate a belief, that this chain and these [.
¢ beyond ¢ handcufls are still in use at the Asylum; or in other B
EPD;,J‘M,; ¢ words, he has laboured to mislead and inflame the pub- i
| patients “ lic mind to the deep prejudice of individuals, by an in- l.\._
lls was 1 ¢ ginuation, WHICH AT THE TIME HE WAS BRINGING IT FOR- B
ke # waARD, HE KNEW TO BE WHOLLY UNFOUNDED."
night by This gross and unjusl':ﬁﬁthlt{ attack on Mr. iligj;s_s;ins, was
| l[-im made in consequence of his simple Staif.!ll]t'.ltt of the fact,
o the that he had discovered a chain and handeuffs in the Asylum.
el Mr, Higgins stated that the chain was fastened to a new
' b board—and it proved on inquiry, that the board had been
e put down only about siv months before. Was it not per-
2 ce-]‘fi, fectly natural, under these circumstances, for Mr. Higgins
8 pecia
flermy o s i S PO S SN S S A,
e [ * Would the public have supposed from the term ** Straw-beds,” thnt these
i E[I{IJ: paticots were bedded Tike horses on leose straw |
sohid




L.
-

i
- . . ] i { ¢ ; il

to donclude that the chain was fixed into the board for the o
purpose of being used !—Itis admitted that Dr. Best con- ol
vinced of the unpopularity of chains, had ordered them to ﬁ-”‘lf_ ?I.
be disused, dnd removed from the Asylum—yet it is very ponOt
possible, that amongst the keepers, there was still an in- on e
clination for chains; and as this chain had remained so ¢RI
lone without tlie knowledge of the Pliysician, it is easy to warth
suppose that unkoown to him, it might occasionally have | (ivisio
been in use #, ' b mas
At the Quartetly court of the 14th of April, the eircum- ! Nicoll:
stances of Mr. Higeins's discovery of secret cells, came ' Mr.
under diseussion. Three of the Committee, who considered sich
Mr. Higeins’s publication as a eensure on that body for o |
thieir remissness of inspection, thought it necessary to state is.0t
in vindieation—that when the Committee were conducted plers
by Dr. Best and the keepers through the Asylum, these fhes
cells were not shiown; and that they were led to believe, M
they had seen the whole building., of tha
The following motion was then put and carried by a jected
considerable majority. rid,
 That it appears to this court, that when the Committee it wa
of rules and management were conducted through the M,
Asylum on the 28th of January last, the four cells for He
female patients recently discovered by Mr. Higzins in a i
shale r_r_i'm.";-nm- dirt and ;.'r'_:.-"fr!= were not shown to them.” fard
Dr. Best having declared that he had no intention of Wil
concealing the cclis, a motion was made, to the following ;r[.i|~
effect—T hat i appears to the court that there was no yISTEN - sl
—— i e
el ]
* A few weeks afterwards, one of the newls ap Pte

_ . ppointed visitors discovered |

in A closel some hervy frens, intende i y !
refes, Inlended o confioe the nernn i i

) Lhanine e person inoa painfil Jrivel=

v, O his inguirine of o F il i!-‘!_._
TR : “PETS rEspecting the irous, the reply
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TION * an the part of Dr. Best to.conceal these cells from the
knowledge of the Committee—N7r. Nicoll secconded the
motion, and took considerable pains to procure for Dr.
Best, a vote of exculpation. He said he was perfectly
convinced that there had Leen no intention of congealment
on the part of Dr. Best—and he was the more anxious to
express his sentiments, as he Lad a motion to bring for-
ward, which materiaily affeeted that gentleman. On a
division, the motion was negativerd by a small majority.—
It was put in a2 new shape, and again supported by Mr.
Nicoll—but the result was the same,

Mr. Nicoll then brought forward the other motion to
which he had alluded.

“ That it is the opinion of this court, that Mr. Higgins
is.eptitled to the thanks of the Governors, for his upright,
persevering, and successiul exertions in bringing to lght
the abuses which have prevailed in this institutipn.””

Mr. Alderman-Wilson, though he did not oppose the vole
of thanks, said he considered it out of scason. ke ob-
jected to ifs being brought forward at this particular pe-
riod. Another Governor objeeted to it, beeause he thought
it was intended to convey an implied censure of D, Best.
Mr. Nicoll said his intention liad not heen misunderstopd,
He did intend a censure of Dr. Best, for lus l[!l_illl?ililiill-!f;ﬂ
charge against Mr. Higgins : this, he said, was his reason
for bringing forward the motion at the present time,  Mr.
Wilson declared, that now that Mr. Nicoll had avowed the
real object of Lis motion, he would oppose it with all his
might +. Viclent altercation and recrimination ensued;

———r—

e e —_

* This, it will be observed, was a question of dnfenifop, and no man can
be certain of the wunixed oaore of his own.,  We are apt to forget thpse thingz
which it is not convenient for us to.remember—and we bave no suspicion-that
this forgeifulnes: is in some degree intentional.

¢ Atthe Quarterly court in Deccmber, 1514, the proceedings of this meet-
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a division took ]ﬂ;l{‘.t', when Mr., Nicoll

£
=

and at length .

motion was carried by a gmall majority. The nan f
1 1 1 i hp AT Ty TR oo A ]

the minority were pul}li:-h::nl in the newspapers, as having

protested against the vote.

Mr. Palmes then made a motion, which he begged the
court would allow to be carried without oppoesition :—
¢t That the chain found in one of the four cells was in that
slate of rust and decay, that it could not have been used
for a considerable length of time.” Mr. Palmes’ pleading
for a friend, was irresistible, and the motion was accord-
ingly carried, nem. con.

Undoubtedly the chain was extremely rusty -but it is
possible to conceive that an extreme degree of rust may
be produced in no considerable time, under the circum-
stances in which the chain was found—soaked in moisture.
As to decay, the chain would have secured the strongest
man in the room.

The Quarterly eourt in April, for the first time after a
hpﬁ{‘ of t\\'t'l]t}'npighi years, :l]}fmintt‘tl visitors.—The vi-
sitors found an old rule, that in order to prevent fraudu-
lent charges, no bills (except for subsistence) should be

sent by the Bteward to the friends of the patients, without

the signature of the visitors—and they gave notice of this
rule to Mr. Sarr; who did not choose to submit to the
new regime.

At an adjourned Quarterly court on the 5th of May,

L 14 ) 3 .| - L -
Mr. Surr having been called in and desired to explain

= —_

ing were referred to by Mr. Alderman Wilson—and Mr, Nicoll stated the
ground on which he had put his motion of thanks to Mr. Higeins, detailing
the transactions of the 14th of April, in substance as above given. Dr. Dest
immediately accused Mr, Nicoll of asserting a falsehood.  Another Governor
sapported him.  In consequence of this indecorum, the A rchbishop properly

interfered, to stop further altercation. A statement of what passed at a

public meeting, cannot be considered asfalsified by the lie direct of one or two
imdividuals, The recollect: ' A TR | : y
e reccllection of a large majority of the Governors preseot at

the Anril , P i
e April meeting, wast confirm the correctness of the stalemont now given.
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why he refused to observe the order required of him by
the visitors, said he was not aware such an order existed ;
that he had been so long, (viz. ever since he was ap-
pointed Steward) accustomed to sign his own bills only,
that he should consider it an impeachnent of his integrity
if such an ordér was now enforced; and that he would
rather resign his situation than comply with such a re-
quisition.”

It has ziready appeared in the instances of the fire, and
of the discovered cells, that the knowledge of theinquiries
which were going on, and the observation to which their
conduct was exposed, had produced in the keepers, no
degree of vigilance, or of attention to the persons of
those under their care—that their feelings were become
callous by habit. Another instance of the same kind
which occurred about this period, is authenticated by Mr.
Samuel Tuke.

“ Mr. Tuke visiting the house, accompanied by the
architect, between ten and eleven o’clock one morning,
in the month of April, 1814, found a male patient,
without any tlothes whatever, standing in a wash-house on
a wet stone floor, apparently in the last stage of decay; he
was indeed a mere skeleton ; his thighs were nearly covered
with excrement in a dry state, and those parts which were
not so, appeared excoriated, as did also some parts of his
waist. A keeper, who was called, said, that the patient
was not accustomed to leave his bed, that he was a perfect
child, and could do nothing for himself ; that his attendant
was busy killing pigs, and could not, therefore, attend to
him, Thebed which he was said to have left was in the most
filthy state, and corresponded with that of his body. He
was spoken of by all (indeed it was impossible to see him
and consider him otherwise) as a dying man, The further
history of this poor creature proved, however, the fallacy

i
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of appearances. He was removed to anmh_w part of the
Asvium where he was better attended, and, in a few months,
wa; ¢o much recovered, as to be removed to his parish, in
ah indfensive, though imbecile state of mind.”

it canniot be wondered that such a speclacle should
iniake a strong impression on one who had been accustomed
to witness the humane atiention of the managers ani

keepers at the Retreat.
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CHAPTER VI

Petition against Mr. Rose's Mad-House Bill.

——

AT a special meeting of the Governors, held the 16ih

of July, 1814, it was determined to petition the House of
Lords, against the bill which had then passed the House of

Commons. There were several grounds for this petition.
Though the regulations of the bill might be extremely sa-

lutary in private mad-houses, (of which the York Asylum,

previous to 1814, was one) yet in the case of an institu-
tion vigilantly attended by a Committee and by visitors, the
vesting such a controuling power in the Magistrates, as in
effect to take the management out of the hands of those
who are interested in the welfare of the charity, would pro-

duce injurious effects. Public charities are encouraged,
because they are under the management of their patrons.
If abuses arise, the public either makes an exertion to re-

medy them, or withdraws its eountenance from the abused
mstitution.—The Asylum might, it was apprehended, be
guarded against a relapse into its former state of neglect,
by requiring an affidavit of visitation to be annually made
by the visiting Governors.

Another reason for petitioning was, the hieavy and un-
necessary tax to which this bill would have subjected the
funds of the Asylum. 'This had been pointed out in the
Committee of the House of Commons; and the Right Hon.
Chairman (who listened with humane and patient atten-
tion to every suggestion for the improvement of the bill)
adopted a clause for lightening the burden, not only in the
case of institutions for parish paupers, but in that of insti--

I
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tutions like the York and Nottingham .&ﬁyluma, which arg
of a mixed nature—admitting many patients, wldu:- though
not technically paupers, (i. e. maintained by F:arlshcsj are
equally objects of charity. It was therefore ‘msil;,' a mat-
ter of surprise, that after the bill had been cumnutt‘ml and
recommitted, printed and reprinted, it came down into the
country, containing indeed the mitigating clause ﬂ]ll]rdl_‘d
to—but by the omission of two words#, wholly deprived
of its effect. Under these circumstances, the Governors
of the Asylum united in the petition against the obnoxious
clauses of a bill—the general intention of which must be
admitted to be excellent, and its effects—when it shall
have been matured and® passed into a law—Tlikely to bhe
salutary.

Mr. Higgins, about the same time, presented a counter
petition, praying the House not to listen to the Governors,
but rather to make the law more strict with respect to the
Asylum. Both petitions concur in pointing out the expe-
diency of a visitation by Magistrates of the counly as well
as city of York. (Copies of the petitions are inserted in
the Appendix, : page 46 to 49.)

# The missing words had been afterwards supplied, unknown to the petis
tioners,—The bill, however, was withdrawn j but will probably again come
before Parliament during the present Session,
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CHAPTER VIL

T

Projected Alterations in the System "of the
Asylum.

TIIE Committee of rules and management assembled
occasionally during the months of June and July, to con-
gider of the arrangement of a new code of rules. These
were laid before the Quarterly court inJuly, in order that
they might be in the hands of the Governors, and might be
weighed and considered by every individual before the
great Annual meeting in August, of which an account will
be given. In the present chapter, it is intended to notice
only a few topics, which were not afterwards particularly
discussed at the General meeting.

1. It was supposed by many, that the appointment of
two or more Physicians, instead of one, would be proposed
by the new Governors, as a sovereign cure for all evils
and abuses—that the situation of Physician to the Asylum,
like the rectory of Simonburn, was too fat a living for
one, and would afford to carry double at least. The fact,
however, was, that most of the new Governors thought
one Physician sufficient—they had no wish for a change of
the individual. Dr. Best was as acceptable to them as any
other man ; and his professional abilities were unquestion~
able. Even if a change were to have been made, there is
no point on which we should have entertained such various
opinions, as on the nomination of a successor to Dr. Best.

As opulent patients, however, were to be admitted for
{he sake of the poor, it seemed reasonable that the Gover-
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nors should not be restricted from admitting the patients
of other Physicians ; and it was therefore proposed in the
Committee, that affluent l]a[ir_:ntﬁ might be attended h}' any
regular medical practitioner whom their friends chose—(a
rule adopted in the Asylum at Glasgow). This was stre-
nuously resisted by Dr. Best and his friends, and was ne-
gatived—the numbers in the Committee being equal, pro
and con.

2. To improve the annual income, it was proposed to
admit subscribers of two guineas per annum, as Gover-
nors. The patients had been materially reduced in num-
ber, in consequence of the fire; yet it appeared that it
would be necessary to support the same establishment of
officers and servants, whose salaries and board must be
provided for out of {he payments of the reduced number
of patients. It was apprehended that without some addi-
tional aid the charity would either be soon bankrupt, or
be unable to admit the poorer ¢lasses at a moderate weekly
sum. The proposed method of improving the income of
the charity, excited the jealousy of the country gentlemen,
as calculated to introduce amongst the Governors, a lower
order of persans, who, unlike the Old Governors, would be
disposed to promote jobs and private interests, instead of

. the good of the charity, On this ground the proposal was

negatived,

3. It was also propesed in the Committee to supply the
want of a Chaplain to the Asylum. It had heen observed,
that on the morning after the fire, a bible and the “ Whole
duty of man” were found in the apartments of the patients
—the leaves partly consumed. One of these lay open
near the remains of a patient’s apparel, and had evidently
been in his hauds before he retired to rest.—There can be
no doubt that in a state approaching to convalescence, the

offices of religion must be consolator
i |

g y and advantageous,
I-L+ ® .| ' g 3 . - ®
. Tuke observes,  to encourage the ipfluence of re-
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ligious principles over the mind of the insane, is consider-
ed of great consequence, as a means of cure.”—* Many
patients attend the religious meetings of the Society, held
in the city; and most of them are assembled on a first day
afternoon, at which time, the superintendent reads to them
several chapters in the bible. A profound silence gene-
rally ensues, during which, as well as the time of reading,
it is very gratifying to observe their orderly conduct, and
the degree in which those who are much disposed to action,
restrain their different propensities.”

It was, therefore, proposed in the Committee, * that thé
manister for the time being of the parish, should have free
access to the Asylum; and visit the patients as often as he
should sce occasion.””—Some mad Methodist, perhaps—was
the remark of a clergyman, to the Archbishop of York on
the proposal being made *.

It had more than once been stated in the Committee, as
an established fact, that fanaticism is the principal cause
of lunacy—and therefore, it seems not wholly foreign to

® This it 'not the first tme that il has been attempted to impress the Arch-
bishop of York with a persnasion that there is a body of mad enthusiasis
amongst the Clergy of his diocese,

The Rev. Sydney Smith, in a visitation sermmon preached at Malton, this
presents the hieads of his brethren in a charger to the Archbishop, ** Tt is i=
prossible not to observe that there is gradoally growing up among vs a new fac-
tion of ministers, pretending to more than ordinary sanctity, and emphatically
distinguishing themselves+ by the mame of the Evanpelical Clergy.—What
we have to fear from 21l this fresh Tmpetuosity is, that it will produce & erisis—
it can never be stationary 3 it most come to an end 3 it 5 a contest of extrava-
gance, a perverted strugele, where the least wise i the most honourable, and
where the ohject seems to be te lask smankind to a state of the greafest folly and
delirium which the wide limits of human imbecility will pq-rm][.”—” That such
hen as [ have deseribed have entered, and are entering into our establishment,
15 one of the greatest misfortnmes by w hich the church is this day afflicted.”

t They do not assnme the appellation—it is given to them as a term of re-
Proach,

e et gy

! T
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into the grounds. of the assertion,

this history, to inquire
: on the opinion of Mr. Haslam,

it appears to be founded
the apothecary to Bethlem hospital—
tions on madness,” page 265. 1 .

& We see nothing in the solemn pomp of € rrrf?mflac worship,
human beings, they

# In his “ Observa-

which could disorganize the mind; as

have employed human art, to render the impression more

wivid anid durable. The decorous piety and exemplary
life of the gquaker has signally exempted him from this
most severe of human infirmities. The established church
of this country, of which 1 am an unworthy member, will
delude no one by its terrors to the brink of fatuity.”— The
pastors of this church are ai.. men of liberal education, and
many of them have attained the highest literary character;
they are, therefore, eminently qualified to afford instruc-
tion.”—% Although the faction of faith will owe me no
kindness for the disclosure of these opinions, yet it would
be ungrateful, were I 1o shrink from the avowal of my
obligations to meTHODIsM, for the supply of those numerous
cases, which has constituted my experience of this wretched
calamity.”

Mr. Haslam in a note on the word * methodism” quotes
the following passage from the Edinburgh Review for Jan-
uary, 1808, p. 342—* We shall use the general term of
methodism to 1lt*.~3iqmltv these three classes of fanatics, Ar-
minian and Calvinistic methodists, and the evangelical
clergymen of the church of England—not troubling our-
selves to point out the finer shades, and nicer discriminations
of Luxacy, but treating them all as in one general con-
spiracy against common sense, and ralional orthodox
christianity.”

1t must be evident from a perusal of these extracts, that,
Mr. Haslam is meddling with a subject with which he is
wholly unacquainted.




& There is nothing,” he says, * in the pomp of Catholic
worship to disorganize the mind.”—Were religion under
any of its forms amongst the causes of madness, there is
none more likely to affect the mind than the Roman Ca-
tholic. The rapturous discourses of its divines—the pomp
of its religious rites—the sublime musical compositions
which accompany its Te Deums and masses, *—the vows
and penances which it exacts—are all caleulated to work
strongly on the passions of the worshipper.—The Pope
himself would scarcely venture to promise the Catholic
a dispensation from lunacy.

Mr. Haslam’s ignorance of Quakerism is no less re-
marked. ¢ The decorous piety of the Quaker, has signally
exempted him.—Mr. Haslam is evidently ignorant of the
peculiar tenets of this sect—and of the frequently impas-
sioned manner of their public speakers—or they would
have heen honoured with a place in his list of fanatical
methodists. Even in the sphere of his own profession, he
is also ill informed on the subject of the Quakers, Because
they have taken care that their lunatics shall not be placed
in the clutches of Mr. Haslam—the scerets of whose prison-
house are now before parliament—he rashly concludes that
they are “ signally exempted’ from insanity. Yet in the
Retreat at Yorlk, at the very time Mr, Haslam was writing,
there were sixTy lunatics belonging to this religious
society.

After complimenting the establishment, and pronouncing
the clergy to be “ all men of liberal education,” he informs
us of his obligations to methodism for the supply of nume-
rous cases—and, adopting his creed from the Edinburgh

# Whoever is acquainted with the Rev. Mr. Latrobe’s selections of snered

muzic, {rom the composers of Germany and Italy, must admit that it is there

we must look for the fnest church musie in the world.

s
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Review, he includes under this term, Arminian and Calvi- . " Gl
nistic Methodists, and the Evangefical clergy of the church of qus-.lllﬂ
Tngland. Yet out of about fifty cases, noticed in his book, i
2 : ' . ? " T 4 | A
there is only one in which the patient’s disorder is atiri- i sii o
. ! : R 0
buted to enthusiasm—and this Mr. Haslam only takes ber
B A @ Tl "
from report.—Out of 150 cases recorded by Mr. S. Tuke, ! H]wl
- F = H " | 1
at the Retreat, he does not trace one to religious impres- of Bo
sions.—% In one instance,” he observes, ¢ the disorder ’ were f
came on during the singing in a methodist meeting-house ¥ ; peetalc
but an extraordinary excitement had been previously oh- fempi 4
served, which it is at least highly probable, led the patient Joaad
to the place where the ebullition of his mind could no grand ¢
longer be repressed.” tobe ot
T'o Mr. Haslam’s questionable evidence on this head, is Ll b
opposed the counter testimony of Mr. Crowther, the sur- allle
geon to Bethlem ; who says—* As for the opinion which in Yo
some entertain of the prevalent effect of methodism, in pro- | one of
ducing insanity, proof, in place of bold and bare assertion, : Its
improt
fical ¢l
* This anecdote, notwithstanding the guarded manner in which Mr. Tuke Wpecta
bas introduced it, will doubtless be considered by some mambers of his Bociety, study
W
as furnishing ar additional argument against the use of music in divine worship, e
and perhaps by some members of the Establishment as an olijection to that W pa
congregational singing sought to be introduced into our churches. Yet this of wl
is a practice of as high antiquity as the establishment of Christinnity itself. The ' end
Christians in the first centiry were accustomed to sing vesponsive hymns to | E
Christ as God. +  When two of the first preachers of Christianity were thrast o
into an inner prison, and their feet made fast in the stocks, they sang hymns to ﬂJEll
Liod : and though it was midnight, they sang 80 loud, that the prisoners keard ],m ':l
them. Could Panl and Silas now visit the churches, it isdifficult 1o sy whether Inope
their sur prise would be greater on attending the Quakers® meeting, where they
would find no singing at all—or on entering one of our churches, where the Prese
idle people pent up opposite to each other in those vile inclosures, called Pews, f‘-li_:.“
bave resigned the work of praise to the execrable solo of the parish elerk, ““'c’:rg
t Carmenque Christo quasi Deo cancre secum invicem—FPlin. 1ib, 10. g 4
Epist. 97, i

B e = e — e S UV
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is required to settle this point.” (Crowther's practical re-
marks.) )

Joanna Southcott has lately deluded a number of pt-fr—
sons with the promise of a new Messiah—The number of
her followers has been estimated at one hundred and ten
thousand. Never perhaps, since the time when the prophets
of Baal, vainly cutting themselves with knives and lancets,
were exposed to the mockery of Elijah—have impious ex-
pectations been more completely overwhelmed with econ-
tempt and derision, than by the opening of the body of
Joanna Southcott.—At this period, if fanaticism were the
grand cause of insanity, we might expect our mad- houses
to be crowded with the disappointed followers of Joanna—
Let the inquiry be fairly made throughout the kingdom—
all I can say is, that though her disciples were numerous
in Yorkshire, no application has been made to admit any
one of them into the Asylum,

It seems, therefore, scarcely necessary to observe on the
improbability of the charge preferred against the evange-
lical clergy. 'These are for the most part useful and re-
spectable men—remarkable in the closet for a diligent
study of the scriptures, and the writings of the fathers, and
in public for the other duties of their office. Their zeal,
of which it has been prophesied that it must ecome to an
end, has in many instances been burning with a steady and
unabated flame for a period of 20, 30, or 40 years. Under
such pastors the heads of our church need not be alarmed,
lest the people should be lashed to delirinm. There is
more danger from apathy than from enthusiasm.—The
present, it should be observed, is no new attempt to
raise a cry against religious zeal, as the proof of a dis-
ordered intellect.  Ofthe author of our religion his country-
men said—* he hath a devil, and is mad; why hear ye

= b
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him:"” # Of his great :1p|:+5flt=. a pagan governor said with

a loud voice, “ Paul thou art beside thyself;” and the

disciples were taught to expect such accusations. * [If

they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how

much more will they call them of his household 7 \
To return to the proposal before the Committee respeet- ,

4 ing the clergyman of the parish ; if fanaticism be amongst 1f_
the causes of insanity, we are furnished with an additional | it

argument for allowing the attendance of a judicious chap- g

: lain. How otherwise are the erroneous notions whiel e
N have been the cause of the disease to be eradicated *—Till fhat
this is done, we cannot expeect an effectual cure. Hid

Notwithstanding the alarm endeavoured to be excited, fori

the motion was approved by the Archbishop, and adopted i

by the Committee. it

% |

# His friends sought to lay hold of him; for they said, “ O’z [ioy
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CHAPTER VIIL
e
Proceedings of the Annual Court.
—=e—
:IIT will have already appeared that the reportof the Com-
mittee of rules and miahadement was neutralized, for the
purpose of produciiig unanimity. It was notlikely to meet
the f-_:.;mgulnu views and :-nim{‘.h‘diﬂliﬂ of Nr, l!iqgins; and
that gentleman was apprehensive lest the result should be
unsatistactory. Previous to the Annual meeting, he there-
fore published a letfel in the newspapers, alluding to the
principal abuses of the Asylum, and labouring to make a
strong impression on the minds of the Governors®,

* To the GOFERNORS of the YORK LUNATIC ASYLUM.

My Lorbs AND GENTLEMEN,

A thie abudses, which dre now tot dedfed o hive existedin the York Lunatic
Asylmii, will proligbly bé Idid before Parlimment in thle ensting Session, it i5
wiificcessary Lo siy much aliont them.

Let tiie Howevet biefly remlind yon, that it appears from the reports of your
Commitlee, that laree sims of mehey arising from the admission of opulent
Prtients liave hot Béen n]:p]ird._ according to Lhé original lntelion, te the relief
of the poorer clisses § and that the lunatic podr, who have ecn confided to
the care of ybir officers and servants by the Magtstrates, have been neglected
and abuged. Tt does nbt, Kowever, appedr that any of the persons, who have
thils abiuked your cobfidenck, or betrayed their trast, Have yet been dismissed
from their sitoations, or even eensured for their misconduck,

Under these circumstances, 1 hope you will not fail to attend at the General
meeting, which is fixed for Friday in the ensuing Race week, at cleven o'clock
iu the forenoon,

[ ihink it now both by right and my doty to call wpon You to do Jnstice to
ihe institution and the 1||,.||l|.i1,'._ and I feel confident T shall not call in vain,

In the name of all those pessons, whose vinlent deaths are 2o stated in youor
books, as to dispuise the facts from you, T eall for justice.

In the name of one mdred and fordy-four Patients, w hose deaths have been

concealed from the Public and {rom you, I call for justice,
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The general Annual court of the 25th of August, held at
the Guildhal], was attended by about 80 Governors. The

X call upan yon fo clear the house of every individual, who has neglected his
duty or abused his anthority.
I call upon vou to cleanse the Augean Stable, from top to bottom.
1 have the honour to be,
My Lords and Gentlemen,
Y our most obedient humble Servant,

GODFREY HIGGINS,
Skellow-Grange, Aug. 1814,

e —
In consequence of this letter, Dr. Best published
the following :

YORK LUNATIC ASFLUM.
To ithe EDITOR of the YORK CHRONICLE.
Hir,

rom the natare of the letter published by Mr. Higzins, in the York Herald
of Saturday last, it is not to be doubted that decided steps will be taken by
the Governors of the Asylum, at the approaching Meeting on Friday.

Should the facts, to which the Governers are referred, be found to warrant
ihe contents of that letter, justice demands that the engrestion therein con-
tained, should be acted npon withont hesitation, in regard w every officer and
servant of the house. Should it appear that the chiirges are not warranted by
the facts to which reference is made, it follows as a matter of course, that saits
able notice will be taken of conduct, on the part of the actuser, which it wonld
in that case be impossible to desiznate by appropriate expressions,

In cither event, whether the guilt be afixed on the
s

accused or on the accus-
party, justice will not be complete, in circumstances of such enormity,
unless some ulterior measures be respried to by the public at large

» 0F by the
Magistrates of the County,

I am, Sir, &e,
,,.ffrrgm.; ‘.-ﬂfl.l':I 15!'-5._ Y. %
e
It is certain that the General meeting

acquitted Dr, Best of criminality, and
did net censure Mr. Hizgins,

According to Dr. Rest's declaration, therefure,
Justice will nof ba complete in circumsiances af

such enorneity, unless some ulderior
measures be resorted Lo by the public at larg
sounfy,

¢y or by the Magisirates of ihe
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first proceeding in order and importance was, the consi-
deration of the new rules proposed by the Committee. Af
attempt was, however, made to divert the attention of the
meeting to the discussion of Mr. Higgins's letter. Mr.
Hall Wharton, M. P., the Rev. Mr. Dealiry, and others,
expressed themselves warmly against Mr. Higgins, and
intimated that he ought to be censured. Lord Milton ob-
served that the business before the court was the regula-
tion of the Asylum, and that Mr, Higgins was not
amenable to their tribunal. It was decided, by a large
majority, to proceed to consider the rules. The principal
of these will here be noticed in their order.

1. It was determined unanimously, that there should be
one Physician : and (by a majority) that the friends of pa-
tients might call in any regular Physician in consultation,

2. That the Jr:i"l:t:iufn‘.|"!|:E'[.‘4:..frj,.I should be the superintendent of
the house.

3. The gualification of Governors was fixed to be a do-
nation of £20 or upwards to zeneral purposes.

4. The powers of the Quarterly and Annual courts were
defined.

Under this head a resolution was adopted, that no Go-
oernor, or other person, shall be present, when any matter
velating to himself is under consideration, unless with the
approbation of the court.

Lord Milton proposed (and the resolution was adopted
by a majority) that

No Governor, being an efficer of the establishment, shall
be of the quorum, either at q General, or @ Quarterly, or
Special court,
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5. A Committee of seven Was directed to be regularly ap-
P'-‘i nted by ballot at each ( )unrlﬂ"}' court, for the ;;t-:iurul
superiptendence and government of the house.

It was moved by Lord Milton, and carried by a majo-
rity, that
No officer of the jnstitution shall be eligilile to act on the

Commitlee.
E_ Ij-tlllﬁ.éf'.;;'l[{ [:{:1(' FHOYS are {Q }_IQ i:lii][” N E"!. :.l.t P‘{L{‘]!

Quarterly court—and ladies (whegher contributors or not)

are to be requested to visit the female wards. The pro-
ceedings and obseryations of the Committee and the vyisi-
tors to be entered in writing, and read at fe Quarterly
courts.

On the motion already alluded to—that the minister of
the parish shoyld be a yisitor—being put, Mr. Higgins
moved as an addition, that patieats of dilferent persuasions
should be attended by their own ministers. This amend-
ment occasioned some difficulty, and, in the end, the ori-
ginal motion was withdrawn, apd the matter was left to
the discretion of the Committee.

7. The admission and classification of patients came un-
der consideration. These were divided into various classes,
from three guincas a week downwards.

1'1&]‘1 Fitzwilliam here {.‘f"{!]]i"l.'?:._."iL"L]. liis :‘,'__::'q_'ﬂ[ S-iLH‘i:l‘iP_L":_ Il
learning from the report of the Committee, that the highest
class of patients at present in the Asylum, paid oply 14s.
a week. T-ﬁ-i.-:] lis ':Ji.]'ﬂ;.h:il L;!Jh:;i,".'-;'l:], Was conilrary Loy
the rules. What (he asked) had become of the higher
classes, who, according to the rules, were to pay 2Us. per
week and upwards ?

These, it was answered, were Dr. lest's prevete pa-
tients, for whem lhe received what he thought fit, aud paid

the house only 1is. Farl Fitzwillinm declared bis asio-

1

;]:;-_:.lum-ht; he had been a Governor for a long per.cd of
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years, and regularly attended the Annual meetings, but
he never before heard of any privaie patients of the
Physician.

8. Tue Puysician, in addition to his professional duties,
1s Lo notice any negligence or misbehaviour which he may ob-
serve in any of the officers or servants.

To which Earl Fitzwilliam moved, that it be added,

He is expected to pay attention to the state of the persons
of the patients, and to remark the condition of their apart-
ments. This was carried.

9. The remuneration of the Physictan came next under
consideration. A fixed salary was proposed in lieu of fees.
This Lord Fitzwilliam strenuously objected to.  He show-
ed, from the state of the finances, that the charity was
without any funds for the maintenance of the patients: he
had no objection to the Physician’s receiving his fees from the
affluent patients, according to the old rules, but would ne-
ver consent to vote him a salary, which the charity had no
means of paying, and which must therefore come out of
the pockets of the poor lunatics, To this it was replied,
that the system of fees was liable to abuses.

On a division, the remuneration by salary was carried by
a large majority; the physician to accept no fees or
gratuities.

On the guantum of salary, various opinions were enter-
tained—and it was determined that the question should be
first decided, whether the Physician should be precluded
from having private establishments.

Lord Milton strenuously coniended against this privi-
lege to the Physieian, as detrimental to the interests of the

charity, and caleulated to occasion the removal of those
affluent patients from the house, whose overflowings were
relied on for the relief of the poor. Upon a show of hands,
Lord Milton's motion for precluding the Physician from pri-

i
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vate establishments was declared to be lost. The noble
Lord ealled for a division, when there appeared a majo-
rity of six against the motion.

On this oceasion, many of the leading promoters of re-
form voted in favour of this privilege to the Physician. To
prolibit Dr. Best from privite establisiments would, in
effect; have been a dismissal—for though a liberal salary
miglit be allowed, lis private lunatic establishments were
conecived fo be a souree of predfer emolument. If the
Governors were not prepared to dismiss their Physician
upon a diveet motion for the purpose, there seemied a hard-
ship towards him in adopting a rule, which, however de-
sirable for tlie charity, was in effect—though indirectly—
compelling Dr. Best to resign.

Different sums were then proposed for the salary : 4001
wis negatived without a division : 2001, and 300 guineas
were then proposed. Mr. Tliompson, of Hull, M. P., re-
marked; that it was very uniisual to give so large a salary
for attending any ¢haritdble institttion. Most of {hiese
were attended gratis ; and lie doubted not if the situation
was vacant, offers would be made by many Physicians of
their gratuitous services. The eredit of tlie situation, and
the introductioti to private practice, (from which the Phy-
sician would not be restricted) was a suflicient inducement
withiout any salary at all. In the great hospitals in Lon-
don, he understood 501 or 1001 per adhniim, was the
highest salary. He therefore could niot vole for so large a
sum as was proposed. Earl Fitzwilliam repeated his de-
termination to vote for no salary at all, until it was proved
there were furids to make it good. Several shows of
hands now took place: and st length, th

¢ majority was
declared to be in favour of « salary of THREE HUN-
DRED GUINEAS per vitii, tell further order.

10. The duties of the situations of 7 reasurer, Apothecdry,
Steward, Matron, and Servants in general, were defined.
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8 m:::t 11. It was decided that the present and future confribu-
tors to Lupton's decwnulating Fund should be Governors,
Vol s..'f.rrf.u;mucr that fund :.'!:Lm.-."f! be u;wu’-'f{. ;
i, T : Fhe whole code of new rules being nfluptvd, Mr. Hig-
Wl gins !}ru].wﬁ{rd, that as abuses had 131'&“.':1“{'[1\, and H:f a ”EW.
iy constitution was Bow -.nlnpllml, the whole of the officers of
ol “‘[‘Tlt the ltflllls--: 5!1{!“.1'.! (in a !]:1rll-.nm*m_m'l,' phrase) be sent back
I to their constituents; in other words, that theijr places
i ,fﬁ"‘ should be declared vacant; and a new election take place on
I':"slm‘” a future day. The motion was regularly made and se-
hati conded. Mr, Higgins was now called upon by Mr. Hall
et g Wharton and others, to lay a ground for his motion, by
reel— showing that abuses had existed. This Mr. Higgins pro-
ceeded to do in the three instances alluded to in hisletter :
A and though he was repeatedly interrupted and attacked, he
uines preserved the greatest temper and coolpess. 1le showed,
P, in the first place, from the report of ihe Commitiee, that
1 sy large sums, arising from the payments of the opulent pa-
f thes tients, had never been placed to the eredit of the institu-
{athon tion, for the benefit of the indigent, according to the in-
ans of tention of the charity ; and that even of the sums received
0, 4od from the middling classes, only a part had been brought
¢ Phi- to account.
tﬂnﬂlﬂ Herve Mr, Higgins was interrupted hy Dr. Best and his
| L friends, who charged Mr. Higgins with a personal attack
o e on the Doetor.  Mr. Higgins disavowed any such inten-
ket tion—hie had been called upon to state facts, ana he had
|35¢E1'-“ confiped himself to a plain statement, without attributing
ot blame any wherve, karl Fitzwilliam and Lord Milton de-
i clared they now heard, with the utmost astonishment, that
P the Physician, instead of taking moderate and reasonable
F “:I fees from the affluent, which the Governors had authorized
Jv him to do, had pui in his own pocket those sums whieh
. were lntended for the support of the poor lunatics; and
v - L2
el




=

84

that though he was allowed to take fees from the affluent
only, he had even parlicipated in the weekly payments of
patients paying so low as 10s. per week.,  Dr. Best un-
derwent a long interrogation from the two noble Lords,
during which, he vindicated himself on the grounds of the
practice of his predecessor, and the presumed connivance
of the Governors. Earl Fitzwilliam held up his hands in
he gaid he had been de-

great agitation at the discovery
ceived in Dr. Hunter ; his Lordship was almost the oldest
surviving Governor, and had audited the accounts at every
Annual meeting ; yet so far from conniving at, he had ne-
ver even entertained a suspicion of such practices.

Dr. Best called on the Governors to come to an imme-
diate decision, whether or not he had misapplied the funds.
It was late in the day; and Lord Milton proposed an ad-
journment, but Dr. Best’s friends were pressing. A mo-
tion was made and seconded—that Dr. Best was not guilty
of misapplying the funds of the institution. This motion
being strongly opposed by Earl Fitzwilliam and others, as
contrary to the faets, it was withdrawn, and another was
substituted by Mr. Nieoll—* that no cmiMiNaLITY AT-
racHes 70 Dr. Best for misapplication of the funds of this
institution. 'This resolution was carried with only a small
minority—amongst whom were Earl Fitzwilliam and Lord
Milton,

The court adjourned, at about six o'clock, to the fol-
lowing day.

The next morning Mr. Higgins resumed his proof of
abuses, in which he had been interrupted by the discussion
already noticed.

Having proved misapplication of funds, he proceeded
to prove from the report of the Committee, negleet and il

treatment of the patients—particularly those of the poorer
class—and concealment of the actual number of deaths.
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Mr. Higgins had now made good his case, and might
fairly have urged his motion for a general dismissal of
officers and servants, which had not been postponed, and
never withdrawn.—Another motion, however, was now
introduced by the Rev. Mr. Graham, and supported by
Mr. Nicoll—that the offices of Steward, hputht‘lcut‘}', and

This motion was severely animadverted on by Lord
Milton, on account of the omission of the Physician—*¢ why
(exclaimed his Lordship) not pounce upon the head?’—
Other Governors wished the subordinate officers to have
a hearing; but most of those who had been strenuous ie
save the Physician from dismissal, seemed indifferent as
to the fate of the inferior officers. They were called in,
however, and indulged with the formality of a hearing—
after which, Mr. Graham’s propoesition was carried with

“very few dissenting votes.

Itis acknowledged, that with a view to the ruTURe
welfare of the charity, it might be sufficient to change the
domestic officers—retaining the Physician—but if' the
proceeding had reference to the past, and to the compara-
tive responsibility which attached to the superior and {o
the subordinate officers, this line of conduct was ex-
iremely hard and unjust towards the latter—justice to
them called for that general removal which Mr. Higgins
proposed.—The marked forbearance shown towards the
Physician, was also liable to ‘misconstruction. Dr. Best
had before publicly declared in the newspapers, that
the characters of himself and of My, Higgins, were
at issue, on the event of this meeting; and the friends
of the Doctor were now emboldened to claim a decisive
victory, 'I'he public were congratulated in the newspapers
that ¢ after a most scrutinizing and minute investigation
into the direction, management, and treatment of the pa-
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tients”—only the two cases of Kidd and Scherey bad heen
proved. As to the Physician, it was said, that a * severe
¢ goputiny” had led “ to a perfect conviction on the mind
¢ of every gentlemanly observer, that the conduct of that
¢ gificer had been ?Jm'uffm'{q correct, and that his unsolicited
¢ resignation of some of the emoluments which his prede-
¢ cessor enjoyed, as proved at that meeting, had been
 nobly disinterested.”

It cannot excite surprise, that under these circumstances,
Myr. Higeins and the active promoters of reformation con-
ceived that further explanation was necessary., Mr. Hig-
ging’s letter to Earl Fitzwilliam appeared soon afterwards.

There was an adjourned General court on the 7ih of
October, for the election of an Apothecary, a Steward,
and a Matron., Mr, Miller, of Malton, was elected Apo-
thecary—DMrs. Harrison (then the Matron to the County
Hospital) Matron—and Mr. Pyemont, Steward.

At this meeting, a case of conscience was stated by Dr.
Best, on the rule which prohibits fees or gratuities to the
Physician, from the friends of patients in the Asylum.—
A patient recovered and discharged, had sent him a brace
of partridges. Was he either to throw them out into the
streef, or be charged with criminality? Whilst it is im-
possible not to remark on this occasion, a splenetic attack
on the promoters of the new system, it may also be noticed
as an instance of successful attention on the part of the
Physician, and of gratitude on the part of the patient.—
1t happened to me last winter, to be in company with a
gentleman recently discharged out of the Asylum, after a
short conlinement—cicred

who considered himself greatly
indebted to the care and assiduity of Dr, Hc:t-_‘.t—];u:t- it not
be concluded that the horizon of the Asylum was universal
darkness —that its moon w as too {ar in the wane to afford
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broken, that not a single star appeared. Doubtless there
have been many, (whose malady was materially connected
with bodily indisposition) to whom medical skill and at-
tention were beneficial, and it is also hoped a few solitary
instances, in which the ,patient when he saw that he was
healed, returned, giving glory to God, and thanks to the
Physician,

|l
fl
E- i
!
15
i.-
i
B




-

- -l

CHAPTER IX.

History of the Asylum, from the General
Meeting, 1814, to the end of the year.

T!I I election of & new Apothecary, Matron, and Steward,
on the Tth of October has been noticed.  On the same day,
a new set of attendants was introduced inte the Asylum.
The attention of the visitors had indeed already produced
very salutary improvements in the appearance of the house,
and the condition of the patients; the effects of the refor-
mation were already apparent—nor did it appear that
any other disorders or irregularities had ever occurred
amongst the servants, except such as might be expected
in a large establishment, left wholly to itself. Yet still it
was feared that habits had been acquired of a callous in-
sensibility to the comforts and enjoyments of the patients;
which it would be difficult, if not impossible, to correct;
and therefore, the Committee, to whose discretion it was
left, conceived it desirable to have an entirely new esta-
blishment of servants. The difficulties arising from the in-
experience of the new officers and servants were temporary,
and less than could have been supposed.

At the Quarterly court of the 14th of December, 1814,
the report books of the visiting Governors—of the Ladies,
visitors of the female wards—and of the Committee, were

T} F 3 T % n % 3 ] x i1 B -
read. These reports were of considerable length, embrac-

ing a nuwmber of regulaticns, most of them important, and
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others though minute in themselves, yet tending to promotg
the accommodation and comforts of the patients. It was
sufficiently apparent that a progressive improvement was
taking place in the management of the Asylum.

A few circumstances had also transpired during the
quarter, which were noticed in the yeport of the Com-
mittee, and tend to show more fully (if it were necessary)
the defects of the old system.

The Commiitee reported that the Matron had been in
the habit of charging a profit on articles purchased by her
for the use of the house*—There was an unaccountable
deficieney in the stock of linen, beds and bedding, not-
withstanding eonsiderable recent supplies.—But the most
extraordinary circumstance reported by the Committee, as
connected with the old system, was the conduet of Mr.
Surr, the late Steward.—The Committee being in want of
his quarterly books of account as to the patients, on
the Monday before the Quarterly court, Mr. Pyemont, the
new Steward, was dispaiched to apply to Mr. Surr for
these books—he returned twice without them—DMr. Sure
did not know what books the Committee wanted. The
Committee waited on him in person. He peremptorily re-
fused to deliver them up, or to give any account of them.
‘The Committee, therefore, reported to the Quarterly
court, that they conceived these books to be the property
of the institution, and submitted that Mr. Surr should be
required to deliver them up.—In consequence of this res

———

# Mrs. Atkineon admitted to the Committee that the rugs for the patients*
beds were tow short, and the blackets would not tuek in,  Inan ebscura branch
of medicine, experiments are laudable—an application of extreme cold to the
kead had been vouched to the public as eflicacious in the cure of insanity——
the late managers of the Asylum might wish to try the experiment of a similar
application to the fecl,

.
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port of the Committee, Mr. Brook, the treasurer, was de~
puted by the Qnarterly court, to demand the books—he
returned with an answer, that Mr, Surr, after the Com-
mittee left him on Monday night, had in a moment of irri-
fation, BURNT THE WHOLE OF THE BOOKS—eXcept the book
for the quarter just expiving.

"The following resolution was then passed:

¢ That the conduct of Mr. Surr, in withholding from
the Commiitee, several account books belonging to this
institution, and destroying them, deserves the severest
reprehension of this court, and is a most ungrateful return
for the indulgence shown him by the last Annual court, in
allowing him to reside in the Steward’s house until the Gth
of April next.”

A no less extraordinary circumstance occurred at the
next meeting of the Committee

sufliciently proving that
if the burning of the books really took place, it was not a
sally of passion, but a deliberate act of selection. Mr. Surr
produced to the Committee those quarterly books which tally
with his accounts, and are so contrived, that whilst the Phy-
sician was reeeiving considerable sums out of the weekly
payments of the patients, he does not appear to receive a
single shilling—the other set of books, which would have
disclosed the Steward’s actual receipts, he still declared
he had destroyed.

In the Asylum investigations, coNceaLMENT appears at
every step of our progress. 365 patients have died—the
number is advertised 221. A patient disappears, and is
never more lieard of, he is said to he “ removen.” A pa-
tient is killed

his body is hurried away to prevent an in-

quest.  He is cured—but it is by some medicine, the com-
position of which is known only to the Doctor. The pub-
lic'ery out, that a patient has heen neglected—ihere is a
Zevy en mass of respectable Governors to quell the distur-
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bhance, and to ceriify that the patient has been treafed
« with all possible care, attention, and humanity.” A Com-
mittee of investigation desires to be shown the house— cer-
tain cells  in an extreme state of filth and neglect™ are
omitted to be pointed out to them. The Governers ex-
amine the accounts—there are considerable sums, of which
neither the receipt nor the application appears. They in-
spect the Physician’s report—it only aids the oconceal-
ment. 'The Steward’s books are inquired for—in a moment
of irritation he selects for the flames, such of them as he
thought it not adviseable to produce. And yet every cir-
cumstance of concealment is imputed by some to mere ac-
cident—and every attempt to tear off’ the mask, and exhibit
the Asylum in its true character, is stigmatized as a libel,
or an indelicate disclosure !

1t is not, however, suspected that there is any material
fact concealed from the publie, which the burnt books would
have disclosed, nor that any individual was privy te the
act of burning them.

The only Quarterly books of this series which have
escaped the flames, are the accounts of Mr. Eastburn, the
former Apothecary, for the first and second quarters of 1797,
and the account of Mr. Surr for the second quarter of
1700, The latter was accidentally found out of its
place, amongst the bundles of Quarterly accounts deliver-
ed up by the late Steward.
Mr. Easiburn’s Accls, Mr. Surr's .&'ccii.

Ist Qr.of 1797, 24 Qr. of 1799,

Patients at 24s. per week, of which Dr, Hunter

recoived of the Steward 145, . ..cve 1 concanasmmnin 0

- at 16z, of which Dr. H, received @s. ... 1 ......... sen O

— at 15s. of which Dr. H. received 5s. ... 0 RS 1
at 145, of which Dr. H. received ds. .. 1 ... : 1
..... at 195, of which Dr. H. received 25, .. i AR A
——— at 105, 64, of which Dr. H. recd. 15.6d. - 1 ..00000a0e 1
at 105, of which Dr. H. received 1. ... 2T ....vcveic.. 2B

e 2t 105, accounted for without deduaction 12 .c.vaivioin 3
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Mr. SURR's ACCOUNTS.
2d Quarter qf 1813.

Dr. Best's private Patients, whose accounts do not pass through the
Steward’s hands—for whom the Steward received of the Phy-
sician 14s.—and who were distinguished in the burot books by
theletter B® oo o snisnadbassainans R e R |

Patients at 153, of which Dr. Best received of the Steward 5s.".... 16

- at V25, of which Dr. Best received 2. .oovovvsssssssss i1

= it 105, '0f which Dv. Best received 5. ..o vivnniasas 1T
Parizh Paupers, &c. pa}'ing R e e N L A R fiaaan 116
Indigent Lunatics 8t 85 +...uevvasvssnssarassnss it » ey 13
B e Tt o R e T e TN 1
B iiinaaiangnn A A A St 4
i e G o 4

As there are in the Quarterly accounts for 1797 and
1799, & few paticnts at 10s. a week, which sum the Stew-
ard gives eredit for without deduction, it may be presumed
that these patients either requited Dr. Hunter by fees, or
were his private patients, and setfled their accounts with
the Doctor himself—in which ease, the 10s. entered by the
Steward, was the sum received by him of Dr, Hunter for
each patient.

If there were patientsin 1797, whose accounts were set-
tled with Dr. Hunter himself, and for whom he only al-

lowed the Steward 10s. per week, it seems extraordinary

that in 1797, the Steward was keeping an account for a

i

* Mr. Wilson, who was accidentally discovered to hare paid 2 guineas a
week, wasin thisclass, At the time of the fire there was a patient at H_I_.:l'!iFiL"fli_
the payment: of six others,since removed, are unknown-—une patient, remaining
fast September, paid £120. per anoum, which in this single case included
clothes and all other etceteras—3 others paid 11, 11&. 6d. or 11, 10s,—five
were at lower rates, from 163, to 50s,
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patient at 24s.—since this patient would have belonged
to the class of private patients, if gsuch a class existed. It
may be answered, that the patient at 24s. was probably re-
moved into the private class between 1797 and 1799—this
was not the fact—the 24s. patient of 1797, is the same
person who is the 15s. patient of 1709, so that Dr. Hun-
ter’s profit upon him was reduced from l4s. to 3s. per
week ; and bhe was still a patient of the higher elass,
according to Mr. Surr's books. There is, however, no
doubt, that the class of 10s. patients (12 in number in
1797, but only 5 in 1799) were patients of the higher class,
for whom Dr. Hanter was either remunerated by fees, or
by retaining a proportion of their weekly payments.

It appeared important to enable the reader to form an
opinion for himself, whether or no Dr. Hunter had, at
this period, begun the practice of kv.vpiug' the accounts
with the affluent patients, a practice which, from age and
infirmities, he was very unlikely to adopt at a later period
of his life. Dr. Hunter's profits in 1797, exclusive of what
he might receive from the 12 patients at 10s.—are at the
rate of 175, 10s. per ann..: in 1709, exclusive of what he
might receive from the five patients at 10s. they are at the
rate of 1021. 14s, per ann.




Remarks in Conclusion.

— r—

HI is unnecessary to swell these pages with an account
of the proceedings of the Committee n the internal regu-
lation of the Asylum. These are so simple and obvious in
themselves, that they must have oceurred in the munage-
ment of all similar establishments ; and it is only a matter
of surprise that here they should never before have been
attempted.

To provide the patients with the means of employ-
ment and amusement, and to prevail on them to use
these means, is a great desderatum in an establishment
for lunatics. The malady indugces habits of desponding in-
activity, and the patient must be roused to exertion.
Here an active and intelligent superintendent possesses
advantages over the Physician, who can only be a 11&1'11_}1'.5 -
cal visitor, The patient, from indolence or perverseness,
may refuse those émployments or recreations in which he
is desired to join—but the superintendent can watch a fa-
vourable epportunity for accomplishing the point.

Such of the patients, the nature of whase malady will
allow it, are now taken to some place of worship every
Sunday, and they appear highly gratified, and desirous of
proving themselves worthy of the confidence placed in them.

There is a circumstance conneeted with the new sy stem,
which has been justly complained of by those who had been
in the habit of being empleyed about funerals from the
Asylum, and to whom “ custom hath made it a property
of easiness,” There has now (Feb. 3, 1815) been no death

emongst the patients since the 14th of July last—a period
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of nearly seven months®. Too frequent visitation, it i&
said, unsettles the patients; zeal certainly is the fault of
young beginners. This fault is eured by time; and the
patients may, perhaps, soon be again permitted to die

without interruption. In the former year, exclusive of the
four deaths by fire, there was a mortality of one-sixth of
Aonyny the whole of the patients (29 out of 173). The same pro-
h‘pqu_ portion would allow of 17 deaths during the present year.
oy It must, therefore, be a high satisfaction to those Gover-
iaage. nors who have been active in reforming the institution, to !
Matiey be assured, that several human lives have, in all probabi-.
e beay lity, been already saved through their exertions. I
If there had been a change in the Physician, the public i
nply might have erronesusly ascribed this remarkable cessation |‘
i of mortality to a sl{i;u:rinri.l_}' of medical ability in the suc- L,
e cessor to Dr. Best. It is therefore material to remark,
" o
3 that the change has taken place under the same Physiciant.
| a . L
b It is believed that there had been no want of medical skill;
; 13 behieved that there had ocen Do want o mMeqlcal 3Kkl
eriwn. . : . .
but a want of those common aftentions to the patients which
L ; y
i are due from one human being to another. A clergyman
riodi- was considered by the keepers no better than a dog—a
i parish pauper much worse. The patients were left at the
th he mercy of tyrannical and unfeeling servants. The poor were
1l crowded together, that the rich might be accommodated.
‘There was a neglect of cleanliness and ventilation. The
y will change on which the Governors may now congratulate
4151 T el o TRl Lt e L i
JUs ] * The number of patients has been as follows :—
i 1814, July 115 —— December 101
thee 3 =
e Angust ag 1815, January 105
feilly —— September 101 T
—— (Jctober 100 Average 103
bt — November 100 ey
(e ! } Dr. Best is now relieved from that responsibility which attached to him
pert} whilst he was acting not merely as Physician, bat as sole mannger, and exer-
E citing © a general superintendence over the subordinate officers and servants.”
e

iiod
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s« therefore the result of common attentions,

themselves, 1
oved bodily health of the

and it respects rather the impr
restoration to sanity. Madness appears

patients, than their
reach of medicine, and to bafile all

to be nearly out of the
the efforts of human skill.

¢ Therein the patient

¢ Must minister to himself ¥'—

Or, rather, we must lock to that ¢ unerring Providence,”
to whom it may seem fit, ¢ presently io remove from us
this great calamity, or still to suspend it over us.”’

Y et something may doubtless be done by the perseve-
rance of an observing and judicious superintendent, always
on the spot, marking the different cases of the patients,
with their daily vacillations. The Reviewer of Mr. Samuel
Tuke's work (in the Edinburgh Review for April, 1814)
has made some forcible observations on this subject, which
deserve to be guoted.

« Very little dependence (he observes) is to be placed on
medicine alone for the cure of insanity, The experience, at
Jeast, of this well governed institution (the Retreat) is very
unfavourable to its eflicacy. Where an insane person hap-
pens to be diseased in body as well as mind, medicine is
not only of as great importance to him as to any other per-
son, but much greater ; for the diseases of the body are
commonly found to aggravate those of the mind—but agains!
mereinsanity, unaccompanied by bodily derangement, it appears
to be almost powerless.”—% They” (the Quakers, obscrves
the Reviewer)—* are always ready with their money, and
what is of far more importance, with their time and attention,
for every variely of human misfortune. Th{-}' gseern to sel
themselves down systematically before the difficulty, with the

1 or suhdued only ':r:.’

wise conviction that it is to be lessenec
great labour and thought, and that it is always increased

by indolence and neglect: In this instance they have set
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an example of courage, patience, and kindness, which can-
not be too highly commended, or too widely diffused ; and
which we are convinced will gradually bring into repute a
milder and better method of treating the insane. For the
aversion to inspect places of this sort is so great, and the
temptations to neglect and oppress the insane so strong, both
from the love of power and the improbability of detection,
that we have no doubt of the existence of great abuses in the
interior of many mad-houses. A great deal has been done
for prisons ; but the order of benevolence has been broken
through by this preference ; for the voice of misery may
sooner come up from a dungeon, than the oppression of a
madman be healed by the hand of justice.”

Speaking of the Quaker’s Retreat, the same writer ob-
serves—* the great principle on which it appears to be
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conducted, is that of kindness to the patients. It does not
appear to them (the Quakers) because a man is mad upon

e

b

one particular subject, that he is to be considered in a state
of complete mental degradation, or insensible to the fecl-
ings of kindness and gratitude. When a madman does
not do what he is bid to do, the shortest method to be sure is
10 kNock mim powx ; and straps and chains are the species
of prohibitions, which are the least frequently regarded.
But the Society of Friends seems rather to consult the in-
terest of the patient than the ease of his keeper; and to aim
at the government of the insane by ¢reating in them the
kindest disposition towards those who have the command
over them. Nor can any thing be more wise, humane, or
interesting, than the strict attention to the feelings of the
patients, which seems to prevail in their institutions.”—
 An attendant on a mad-house exposes himself to some risk,
and to some he ought to expose himself, or he is totally unfit

for lis situation. If the security of the attendant were the

uly object, the situation of the patients would sobn be-
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come iruly desperate. The business is not to risk no-
thing, but not to risk too much*.”

The foregoing narfative may serve to show the nature
of those abuses, to which charitable institutions, particularly
receptacles for the insane are liable—the fhlﬂf:‘,'f‘.l' of im-
plicit confidence, and the necessity that the Governors, and
Commitiees, and Visitors of the Asylum, and of all
other charities, should be vigilant, It may also vindi-
cate the new Governors from the charges which have been
circulated, that they stepped forward without necessity,
excited unnecessary clamour, or were influenced by per-
sonal considerations. ¢ What,” (said a shepherd’s boy in
sacred history) ¢ have I now done? is there not a cause 7

Mismaxaeenment, like the Goliath of the Philistines was
stalking abroad, and challenging attack. In vain had
the two great champions, Mason and Burgh, wielded their
swords; for the Giant * was armed with a coat of mail;"
and “one bearing a shicld went before him.” In this
hopeless situation of things, Mr. Higgins and Mr. Nicoll,
together with a few humble individuals, (who were taunt-
ingly told that their donations of twenty pounds did not
make them gentlemen) stepped forward—like the scorned

# Tt ought not to be omitied to be mentioned, that the Reviewer speaks of
Mr. Tuke's work in terms of commendation. * The prezent account is given
o us by Mr. Toke, a rezpectable tea-dealer; Tiving in York ; and given in &
manter, 'which we are quite sure] the mios? opulent and intportant of his customers
could not excel.”—1If, as there seems reasen to suspect, the ingenious Reviewer
lives not so far north of York as F-ﬁi.l.t:l'ﬂi'["_';h1 it is '.‘-"C[Fl"l'l.'I.Eb' dp:.irah]p, ihat
he would lend his assistance to the improvement of the Asylam. His vigorous
and powerful mind would be beneficially employed in devising appropriate
plans of {reatment, for the different clases and degrees of lunacy—a subject
which perhaps has never Treceived that attention which its importance
degerves,
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stripling, they ¢ drew near to meet the Philistine”—and
they have prevailed.

To exhibit the hideous features of the slain giant, and
to prevent the possibility of his ever rising to life again,
the writer of these pages has ventured to appear before
the public  wiTH THE HEAD OF THE PHILISTINE IN HIS
HAND,"
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APPENDIX.

Copy of a Letter, sent by Dr. HUNTER to the
GOVERNORS of the LUNATIC ASYLUM.

YORK, August 24th, 1787,
GENTLEMEN,

AT the request of several of the Governors of the Lunatic
Asylum, I here give a few thoughts on that charity ; and as they
are the result of nine years’ attention, I flatter myself that they
will be of use, in case of my death, or resignation. In the first
place, I am convinced that at no time the payments from the
parish poor should be reduced, as under such an alteration the
house would be immediately, and most pressingly, filled with
the lowest and meanest of the poor, to the exclusion of those of
a middling rank and in low circumstances, for whom the Asylum
was principally constructed, and its government planned. The
Institution has already reduced the number of many miserable
persons kept in places of private confinement; and has been
fortunate in restoring many such objects to their friends, in bodily
health, and in sound mind, without any material injury to their
fortunes. This, I have ever considered, as the spirt of the Insti-
tution, and I have invariably conducted it upon that plan. Du-
ring my attendance on the Asylum, I have studied to make the
payments of the patients as advantageous as possible to the chari-
ty ; but my successor may not be willing, or able, to make such
a sacrifice. I therefore recommend that a salary should be giyen
to the attending Physician ; and which I think should not be less

A




2 APPENDIX.

than two hundred I\,.m]u.;{j per annum. This will attach him to
the Asylum, and prevent his establishing a private house of con-
finement, which would evidently counteract the design of the origi-
nal foundation of the Asylum,

At the same time, the salary of the Apothecary should be
raised to one hundred pounds per annum, which will secure to
the house the attendance of a judicious and regular person in
one of the most important departments of the Asylum.,

The Physician’s salary being fixed, all fees from persons of
superior condition will cease, and the full amount of the fees
and pensions be paid into the hands of the Steward, for the use of
the charity. —

As I apprehend that at sometime the Asylam must be under
such a regulation, would it not be well to try the experiment
at present §

If the Governors approve, T shall willingly make the trial, for
one year, i my own person, with this assurance, that I will re-
mit the whole, or any part of the salary, in case the payments
from the patients should pot exceed the expenses of the house;
under which, all kinds of provisions, Apothecary’s salary, and
Servants’ wages, are comprehended.

The incidental expenses will naturally be provided for by the
interest of money already in the funds. Under the article, inci-
dental expenses, are comprehended bad debts, and wear of bed-
ding and furmture.

Tuking fees, at the discretion of the attending Physician; from
patients of better condibion, may, at a future perivd, be -'.'!.!‘:I'J.-r":-d
soil e b CORSCOUERCES ; it 15 on that aecoum that | recommend a
salary, in preference to the mode at present practised, and re-
commended at the General Court, held in August, 17 85.

The sum of the whole is this:

First, As the house was built and furnished by the public for
the reception of Lunaties of different denominations, so it ought
to be kept furnished and repaired out of the public fund.

: Hﬂ‘r}i!‘”'{.‘, ds the pu ".":'-:'1,|';'4'.'i'r|" wis never considered to extend be-

yond this wdea, the whole cxpense regarding the board r;f'e',-f.g.:- paticats,
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APPENDIX. 3

tozether with medicines, salaries, and Servanls’ wages, milst be de-
Sfrayed by the patients themselves, or their friends, by weekly pay-
ments proporti med to Fheir respective abilities.
I am, Gentiemen,
Your most obedient Servant,
A. HUNTER.

e s () =
Dec. 27, 1804, [l.‘iﬂf'{f?'{!j—cﬁﬂj'f.

Ordered, That the letter writien by Dr. Hunter to Mr. C.
Atkinson, dated 11th December, 1304, be inserted in the Order
Book, and that Dr. Best be admitted as Dr, Hunter's pupil; and
that all the other directions contained in the letter be observed :

——

Copy of Dr. HUNTER’s Letter to Mr. C. AT-
KINSON, Apothecary to the York Lunatic
Asylum,

YORK, December 1184, 1804,
SIR,

Acting under the order of a General Court, held on the 23d
August, 1799, [ desire you to take notice, that I have aceepied
Dr. Best as my Pupil at the Lunatic Asylum; and [ would have
you and every other person holding an office in the Asylum, to
constder that I have done so in consequence of a perfect know-
ledge of his medical abilities, he having regularly studied in the
University of Edinburgh, where he took a most honorsble degree,
and having also spent twa years in attendance on the medical
schools 1in London; since which time he hath been engaged in
regular practice in this City, wvisiting frequently the patients in
the Asylum, both with me and for me, when business called me
from home. I speak confidently of the zentleness of his deports
ment when visiting at the Asylum, and this [ conceive a neces-
sary qualification in an attendant on an Asylum, establisked for

the reception of insane persons. To Dr. Best | mean to coms-

municate all the knowledge I have gained from the experience of
A2




4 APPENDIX,

twenty-five years, And further, to assist his studies in this ob-
sctire branch of medicine, 1 mean freely to disclose to him the
manner of preparing the different medicings so :'-UCL“E:"“.‘]-'LI”}*‘ made
use of at the Asylum, and of which the composition is unknown
to every person but myself. You will therefore take notice
that you keep nothing secret from him ; and as neither Dr. Best
nor myself can be always present when a patient comes in, you
will take care to collect from the patients’ imends an accurate
account of the case in writing, for the inspection of Dr Best and
myself, 10 be afterwards corrected and inserted in a book kept
for that purpose,

Some persons have imagined that this letter is intended to pre.
pare the public for my resignation: on the contrary, I declare that
it is my fixed and unalterable resolution to conlinue wm my honour-
able office to the utmost period of my life.

A. HUNTER,
e R

REPORT OF 1813.
¢ 8th February, 1813.— At an adjourned :,{u:il'tErT}' Court, &c.
Ouperep, That the Report now produced and submitted to the
Court by Dr. Best be adopted, and that the same be printed ang
distributed.”
1813.
YORK LUNATIC ASYLUM,

e T Tl

The York Lunatic Asylum was founded by general Subscrip-
tion in the year 1777, for the reception of individuals labouring
under all the varieties of mental disorder, from every quarter of
the British dominions,

The objects it has in view are, To secure to the patients ad-
mitted, the moral and medical treatment, best suited to their se-
veral cases,—To afford them the accommodations, the comforts,
and the humane attentions, which so materially assist in effects

ing the restoration of reason.—~To prevent them from committing
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i g i : ;

Eln h’.’!té any acts of violenee either on 1E1r_f111!|:~l1r'ﬂ!¥ aor IDTI nfhers.—?‘c- EE=

is.'ull,}.t‘r'.l Ellu:’_tl’: them I'rml:l pulhlir: observation and th? intrusion nf‘ idle cu-

iil.m:,-j_“ r‘lnSII}".—F-TU I.I!lil.Il'!,TtI;En t,lhem in a |'Lli;1ll1.l'l.ll.'.'1‘ 5ull_:liblﬁr to their respec-

ke tive stations in Mf:’ I!.*.*Lthm:u iml_:mr_u_:g t‘helr curcumstancm‘;—-

o fog and, |mill:,i1 By [‘t]]l;!"r"lngl I}FJ:'-'HI'.L* families from the ilt_.'-'il-"-"}l' hllrlnlen

iy of supporting a lunatic in !115 own house, to lt.'_FEEH1IJI'I a material

i %rn.-: tl::gtlrev, ti]ﬂlu};lnuﬂ.ﬁult'.miliilijil'i_*r:--‘i zuteful:mt on lfmamt;f.

! I:‘ These objects, it is evident, a_n—: of no small Jmpmtance_t to the

T community, either taken collectively, or individually considered ;

Py and the flourishing condition of the Institution, and the estima-
tion in which it has long been held by the public, are the best

fed W proofs that the proposed ends have been attained.

leclre g Being an Establishment without an adequate Fund, or an an-

LL nual Subscription for the maintenance of its inmates, the friends
of the Patients pay a weekly sum proportioned to their ability ;

NTER and by this arrangement the utility of the Institution is extended
o the various classes of society, and af the same time the ecpenses
of the indigent are reduced by the payments of the more affiuent
Fatients.

oort, k. Parish and other Paupers are maintained af the expense E.lf nine

i o I

shillings a week. The weekly payment of persons in low circum-
ied anf stances, but not absolutely in the condition of Paupers, is from tem
to fifteen shillings, Patients in better circumstances, and in the

-higher stations of life, are charged with moderation, according

to their respective means. A cerfain number of Patients, i very

distressed circumstances, who pay for their own board, and have

no assistance from their Parishes, receive the benefit of £35 per

b annum, (being the interest of the * Reduction Fund,” especially
established for the relief of the most necessitous objects, at the

:::: discretion of the Governors,) along with {he OVERFLOWINGS of
the payments of the more afffuent Patients. The above payments
" discharge lodging, board, coal and candle, tea, washing, and
e . medicines ; but those Patients whose expenses exceed nine shil-
hf{m lings a week, are separately charged for their washing,
o™ The Physician is required to attend, without remuneration, of
’: the Puupers, and on those who are maintained af reduced page
ol




6 APPENDIX.

ments ; but is authorized to recewe from the friends of the more
affiuent Patients, the reasonable emoluments of kis profession

The present property of the Asylum consisi€ of the sum of
£7700 capital Stock, in the 3 per cent consolidated Bank An-
nuities: and also of the principal sum of £183 bs. 8d. due on
certain Tumpike Securities, together with the buildings, furni-
ture, and premises.

The total number of Patients admitted since the first establish-
ment of the Asylum in 1777, to the first of July, 1812, was
92445 of whom there have been reported cured 11 12,—relieved
616,—incurable and removed by desire of their friends, 312,—
#dead 210,—remaining in the House, 116 men and 79 women,

P

Mr. Higgins’s Statement, in the Case of
Wiltiam Vicars.

A few days previous to the 17th of April, 1813, complaint was
made to me by an old woman, that William Vicars, of Fishlake,
had assaulted her, &c. in consequence of which I granted a war-
yant to apprehend him, and upon his being brought up, [ found
he was insane. He being a Pauper, I vrdered the Overseer of
the Poor, Thomas Leach, to take proper measures for conveying
him to the Asylum at York, to which place he was taken on the
17th of last April; and from which he was brought away on the
13th of last October, When I saw Vicars betore he went, he
appeared in good bodily hezlth, no weys weak or emaciated.

About a fortnight ago, application was made to me, by Sarah,
the wife of William Vicars, for an order for more relief from the
Overseer of the Poor. I summoned him to the Town’s Hall, in
Doncaster, and upon inquizing into Vicarss situation, the fol-
lowing documents marked A B C D I, were sworn to be true
by Sarah Vicars, and the Overseer, Thomas Leach, in the pre-
sence of W, Wrightson, Esq. and myself :—

A. Inventory of what clothes Wm. Vicars took into the Asylum,
and also of what he brought back with him.

# N. B. The real number of deaths was 341,
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APPENDIX, L~

He took with him a good and nearly new blue coat, o new
scarlet silk shag waistcoat, a pair of good velveteen breeches, a
new down hat, cost 155, two pair of blue stockings, never been
mended, a pair of new shoes, two new blue and white striped
shirts, a short velveteen jacket, another scarlet waistcoat, spotted
with black, another pair of velveteen breeches, two neckerchiefs,
one of silk and one of cotton, two pocket-handkerchiefs, and
two night-caps.

He brought back with him, one short jacket and one waist-
coat, two white shirts, two pairs of stockings, an old hat, not the
hat he tonok, and a pair of bad shoes: he has not !u'uughl back
one article he took with him. He has brought back the Itch
with him,

SARAH
Her e Mark.
VICKERS,

Bill paid by the OVERSEER.
York, July 5th, 1813.

B. W. Vicars,
Bought of Jory Honsson,
oy e,
44 wyrds Dark Cloth, 85 0d. ... comneacansassins L | e A [
2% yrids Stonb Cord, 83,04, ... uveirrisanns ssinnsnecueess i B K
4% yrde ditto Celton, 18, B, ...cicicesnirinrvicicimmmsesnl) 5 2
Poeketing for 5 Coais. .. iievarsnssnnasanseuwanns | s [ [
3% Dozen Bothons, Bl s ciinecnnnnnraiasnsses.s L R e
1 15 8
Bill paid by the OVERSEER.
C. Mr. Vicars,
- T e A T i e e e LEC 5 | 6
FF& ﬁrlri [‘.il.il‘L -------------- L AL R LU N LRE LR BN R RS ﬂ IS‘ g
2 Shirts made ..... T e g T T o kiAot | Rdall ALY
L R S R S R R L R
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Bill paid by the OVERSEER.

D. The Overseers of Fishlake, Dr.
To the Governors of the York Lunatic Asylum,

QOcToBER 13th, 1813.

L. 8 d

Board, &c. of Wm. Vickers, 4 weeks 3 days, Faeoeenoaes ECR IS [
Letter 15, 9d. Shaving 5d, Stamp L o 2 4
Pabd short oo s sucs s Al SO e e RO s i e
Received, George Farr, g @ "

Allowing deposit 1 T (e

Lo L

. This is to certify that I was sent for, by Mr. Hopwood, of
Thorning Hirst, on Thursday the 14th instant, to examine the
state in which William Vicars, of Stainforth, was dismissed from
the York Asylum. He had the itch very bad, was also extremely
filthy, for 1 saw his wife not only combseveral lice from his head,
but take them from the folds of his shirt neck ; his health was so
much impaired, that he was not able to stand by himself; his
legs were very much swelled, and one of them in a state of mor-
tification. He is now much recovered, both in mind and health,
by bark and a generous nourishing diet. Witness my hand this
29th day of October, 1813,

CHARLES MAPLES, Surgeon.

——rE——

Evidence, in the Case of Martha Kidd.

JOSEPH KIDD, of the City of York, cork-cutter, saith, that
his wife, Martha Kidd, is about 49 or 50 years of age, and that
she was sent to the York !unatic Asylum in September, 1806,
in consequence of his application, that he saw her several times
while she was there, that she had been afilicted with the rheun=
matism, and was an ailing woman for 14 years ; that he found
her clothes while she remained in the Asylum, and the latter
part of the time he found washing. The reason of his taking the
washing was that the clothes were not always clean, and some=

times were torn, when she was washed for in the Asylum, That
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APPENDIX. 9

the first time he got them to wash, his daugliter said she was

almost sick from the nasty smell of them. That sometimes he

was applied to by the servants for clothes, when he could nnt

afford to furnish them, particularly latterly., That sometimes
stockings and other linen, which were not his wife’s, and not so

good, were biuught back by his daughters from the ﬁs}‘hl.m n-
stead of her own linen. Saith, that sometimes his wife appeared
clean, and sometimes dirty. He once took her to be washed.
He saw her at-the Asylum about two months before she
came away, and she was lame and meanly clad, and her flesh
did not seem as il it had been cleaned. . That he usually visited
her about four times a year, and that she was brought to a room,
Saith, that about three weeks after she was removed, he saw her

at Pontefract, and his daughter Martha Kidd was with her, and

she had then the daughter’s clothes on.  That he did not know

of his wife's removal- from the Asylum until Thursday se’nnight
after she had been removed by the parish officers to Pontefract,
when his daughter went with clothes to the Asylum, Saith, that
he was never denied seeing his wife at the Asylum. He has fre-
quently seen black marks upon her thighs and legs, and has
sometimes seen bits of flannel and old cloaths on her legs instead
of stockings, That once when he visited her, her head was tied
up, and there was a scab on it for several months, but the last
time he saw her the wound was healed. Saith, that he supplied
her while she was in the Asylum with three new bed gowns,
about twenty shifts, about half of them new, and that she had
with her when she went, three gowns, besides the one she wore,
and he bought her more than two or three petticoats, That
when her linen came to be washed it was very dirty, but not lousy.
That about a year before she. left the Asylum he inguired re-
apecting his wife’s lameness, and complained that he thought her
hip was out of joint ; and Mr. Atkinson informed him that it was
not so, and that he had had his brother to it. That he was ap-
plied to by the servants at the Asylum for clothes, different times,

dbout three months before she went out; but could not then
supply any, ‘That he did not mention to any one at the Asyium
B
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ihat she was il used, for fear that she might be worse treated ;
because he was afraid of the savage nalure of the keepers.  That
he was once leading her through the passage, and ove of the
keepers found fault with him in a very surly manner, and asked
the deponent * what he was deing,” and said, * she knew the
wav as well as him,” and at that time as he came from the door
Hie :r{rfrra':f her seream ont.  That no objection was made at the
Asylum to his being left alone with Lis wife when he visited her.
That he made complaint of his wife's ill usage to his shop-mates,
his master, and Mr, Chapman, during her being in the Asylum,
Thut his wife had a ring on when she went 10 the Asylum,
and observing her without it, he inquired for it of Sarah
Cuthbert, a female keeper, who teld him his wife had not a ring,
but if she hdd, it was brass or cepper, and that she {Cuthhert)
would see for it. That the next time he came (o the Asylum
he inquired for the ring, end Cuthbert gave it to him.  That his
wile’s cloaths being torn, appeared from the eficets of vivlence,
and not from being worn out. That he never asked any one at
the Asylum how she got bruises, That she wore black worsted
stockings, but they were scarcely ever washed. That he got
several pairs of new shoes for her while she was in the Asylum,
at Emmerson’s shop in Low-Unsegate.

MARTHA KIDD, of the City of York, straw bonnet maker,
(davghter of Martha Kidd the pauper,’ saith that she was i the
habit of visiting her mother at the York Lunatic Asylum, that
she was genérally in a ragged state, not particularly dirty.  That
the deponent had not seen her mother for about two months
before she went away; that sometimes her mother has been
without a cap, and hardly with any clothes but what were very
rapoed; that ber father bought her mother as many things as he
¢ould afford, and when he could not provide her cloathes, this
deponent furnished Ler with part of this cIr_-lmnr:nl’:s own clothes;
thut when this deponent inquired at the Asylum for her mother’s
things to wash, they were often changed; that this deponent

usnally applied for them once a week or once a {srtnight, and

£argh Cuthbert, one of the keepers, sometimes said that they
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APPENDIX. ' 11

were torn 1n pieces, and sometimes said they had been washed.
That this deponent saw her mother the day when she came to
Ponteiract, soon after her arrival; she had then bardly any thing
on, and was.very dirty; the next day she had been cleaned, and
lovked very different ; saith that ber mother wore black stockings
when she was in the Asylum, and this deponent washed them
whenever they could be got. When her mother came to Pon-
tefract she smelt offensively, and frequently did so when this de-
ponent visited her in the Asylom. That her mothers face and
hands were once washed by this deporent at the Asylum, when
she was very dirty ; that this deponent has observed bruises upon
her mother when she was in the Asylum ; that this deponent
generally visited her mother about once a fortnight, and generally
had to wait a long time at the Asylum before the deponent could
see her; that her linen, when washed, was often offensive, but
not lousy; that this deponent cannot say how often her mother’s
black stockings were washed ; saith, that she has seen her mother
at the Asylum in shoes without stockings, and with rags round
ber legs; that this deponent inquired of Mr, Atkinson respecting
her mother’s lameness, and he said that he bad spoken to Dr,
Best, and got I{r. James Atkinson fo examine her; that this de-
ponent has called two or three times at the Asylum, and could
not see her mother, the keepers saying that she was too bad to
be seen; that this deponent has bought her mother new shoes,
but cannot say when she had the last pair; thet when she came
to Pontefract, she had a bonnet not her own ; that this deponent
was once leading her mother, when lame, alang the passage at
the Asylum, and one of the keepers pulled her mother away by
the arm, and said, that she knew the way as well as this depo-
nent did; that she never saw any lice I..],I;l:l] her mother while she
was in the Asylum; that Mrs Beckwith shewed the deponent
her mother’s black stockings, at Pontefract, full of lice, and the
deponent saw Mrs. Beckwith burn them ; saith, that this depo-
nent went to Pontefract in August, 1812,

That before her mother went to the Asylum she used to
destroy her clothes and bedding; that the morning after her

B2
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mother arrived at Pontefract, she smelt different from what she
did the night before, but smelt faint and dirty, and it was not
the smell of fish; that this deponent frequently changed her
mother’s stockings in the Asylum, and never saw any vermin in
them, or upon her person ; saith, that she thinks her mother had
been neglected after this deponent left York. ‘Ihat after her
mother became ill, and before she was removed to the Asylum,
she did not foul her linen, but was remarkably clean; that she
never heard the servants at the Asylum complain that her mother’s
clean clothes were not brought; that the deponent made two
shifts for her mother, and Mrs. Thackray made others for her,
which came new to the Asylum ; thatsome shifts, caps, and other
things of her mother’s were missing at the Asylum, and never re-
covered, Admits thatshe (the deponent) has been in a company
of 1hespians.

ELIZABETH KIDD, of the City of York, spinster. deposeth
and saith, that she is the second daughter of Joseph and Martha
Kidd, and lives with her father, that she was sometimes employed
in carrying clothes for her mother, to and from the Asylum; that
the last time she saw her mother there, was about a month before
her mother left the Asylum, when this deponent carried her a
shift, a cap, and a handkerchief; this deponent saith, that she
sometimes visited her mother, in company with this deponent’s
sister, who left York at the August races, 1812, and went to
Pontefract; that this deponent used to go to the Asylum about
once in a week or a fortnight, after her sister was gone, and that
she brought her mother clothes which were marked ; the clothes
she took to wash were oftener other persons® clothes than her
mother’s. That on going to the Asvium, this deponent some-
times saw her mother directly, and sometimes waited a good bit,
‘The keepers sometimes said her mother had her things off, it was
a womun who told her so. Her mother'’s hands and face were
sometimes very dirty, but nnt always ; this deponent cannot sy
she saw the other parts of her person; this deponent saith she
does not recollect taking awa: any stockings to wash after her

sister went; that sometimes when this deponent and hey sisier
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APPENDIX. 13

went, their mother had pieces of flannel wrapped about her legs,
and no stockings; does not recollect that the black stockings
were ever taken away to wash. This deponent used to dress and
undress her mother, but after her sister went, never toch her
stockings off : That when this deponent and her sister asked for
their mother’s clothes the keepers sometimes said she had torn
them to pieces, somelimes that they were too dirty to be sent;
that this deponent once shifted her mother’s clothes after her
sister went, she was not very dirty nor very clean; that some-
times one shift and sometimes two were left for her mother ; that
she made two shifts for her mother during the three years she was
in the Asylum, but does not know how many her sister made; that
a woman of the name of Thackray, mn Walmgate, made some.
Her mother had about twenty-four or twenty-five shifts, whilst in
the Asylum, four or five of which were worn by her sisterbefore
they were taken to her mother; that when her mother was in
the Asylum she generally had no clothes but what she had on,
but she had more than one cap; that this deponent called at the
Asylum, about a fortmght before her mother was removed, the
people said her mother was so bad she could not see her, and
that they would wash her clothes themselves; that she called
again with a shift and other clothes for her mother, and found
she had been removed to Pontefract. Thiswas on the Wednesday
alter her mother went ; that this deponent never saw any lice un
her mother's person, or on the clothes she washed for her; that
she has seen marks of bruises on her mother, and sometimes
black marks on her arms, and once a bruise upon ber head; that
this deponent’s sister generally changed her mother’s clothes;
that the reason given by the keepers for sometimes giving this
deponent other clothes besides her mother’s, to wash, was that
they were clothes she had had on; that her mother was brought
{o herin & room; that she never saw any cruelty practised in
the Asylum. Says she never was questioned, before the present
lime, by any person, how her mother was trealed an the
Asylum,
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# MARGARET, the wife of Benjamin Beckwith, of Ponie-
fract, in the {:(:-unt}r of York, governess of the puu:r-l:]uum:‘1 atk
Pontefract, maketh oath and saith, that she knows Martha Kidd,
and that she was brought on the 4th of October, 1812, by the
Pontefract fish cart, to the poor-house, at Pontefract; that this
deponent assisted in bringing her from the cart into the houses
that the said Martha Kidd was then in a very dirty state; that
her clothes were very ragged, and very mean, and she had lice
in her bair and on her carcase, and her legs appeared as if they
had not been washed for years; that she had part of a shift on,
which was dirty, and did not appear to have been washed of three
or four weeks; that when her stockings were taken off, the skin
of her legs appeared scaly from dirt, and her toe nails hung one
over another; that she was in as sore a state as could be; that
her shoes were very bad, and only just covered her toes. That
this deponent put the said Martha Kidd to bed, and the smell
from her was so offensive as to leave a disagreeable sensation in
this deponent’s stomach for several days, and about ten days afier
she was taken violently ill; that this deponent on the day after
the said Martha Kidd's arrival put her a clean shift on, and
washed her; thatthis deponent then turned down the said Martha
Kidd’s stockings, and :he lice were rank within side her stockings;
and this deponent burnt her stockings; that she had no petticoat
in front, and no stays ; that under her breast, and all over her,
she was so dirty, it appeared as if she had not been washed for
years, and she could not have been so dirty if she bhad laid in a
tish cart three weehs; that she was speckled with dirt all over;
that she takes no exercise, and dnes not wear her clothes fast,
and does not tear her clothes; that she is willing to be washed,
and this deponent has no trouble with her, except to serve and
clean her ; this deponent saith, that there are now in the work-

- e
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* The manner in which this witness gnve ler evidence, was such, that Dr.
Best and his friends acknowledged their conviction of the weracity of the

statement ;—a more complete pictore of a human being, lost in filth and wretcl-
edness, could searcely be delincated.
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APPENDIX. 15

house, at Pontefract, twenty-three persons; that her husband is
the master of it, and they have two servants to assist them, and .
an apothecary, who has a salary, attends the work-house; that
she his no acyuaintance witd: any body belonging to the Asylum;
that this deponent never observed any bruises er marks on
Martha Kidd's head, or any other part of her body ; that if her
}mir wils ot cuusr_.iuﬂ}- com i]-t,'l;i+ and her skin rcgular]_f 'I-'L'H.ﬁ]’ll.‘.d,
she would be very dirty ; that she never soiled her bed clothes,
or the clothes on her budy, till within the last fortnight, when
she has had fits; that when this deponent cleaned the said
Martha Kidd, on her first coming from the Asylum, she scraped
the dirt off her stomach with ber nail; that the said Martha
Kidd could not have been washed under her clothes for years;
that there was dirt about *******  That this deponent showed
the stockings to the said Martha Kidd's daughter, and burnt
them in her presence; that the said Martha Kidd dislikes to be
cleaned or washed by any person, except this deponent. That
during the time the said Martha Kidd has been in the work-house,
she has had two new shifts, two old gowns, two pair of stockings,
one new the other old, two new handkerchiefs, two new caps,
two new petticoats, and one pair of new shoes.

THOMAS BARKER, of Pontefract, in the County of York,
maltster, one of the guardians of the poor-house, at Pontefract,
maheth oath and saith, that he never saw Martha Kidd in the
York Lunatic Asylum, nor heard of any complaints made re-
specting her treatment while she was there ; thatshe was removed
from the Asylum to the poor house, at Pontefract, on the fourth
of October, 1812, because the directors of the poor-house
thought that she would be kept cheaper there than in the Asylum;
that he saw her about an hour after she arrived ;. that she looked
comfortable of herself, but her clothes were in a mean, ragged
and bad state; that her daughter came in and flew into her
mother’s arms; that the daughter made no complaint; that
Martha Kidd’s clothing and her skin were dirty, and it was not
dirt from rravelling in a fish cart, She was an object ; ke never

saw @ worse ohjeet in the street or in any other piace,  Ihat mo
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complaint was made respecting the matter by the guardians of
the poor-house, to the governors of the Asylum ; that the impres-
sion made upon him at the time, was such that he would not after-
wards have sent any paupers to the AS}'lum; that he saw her
two or three days after her removal, and that she had then got
fresh clothes, and had been cleaned, and looked better of herself.
That Mrs. Beckwith was recommended with a good character
to the situation of governess of the work-house, and has con-
ducted herself to the satisfaction of the guardians. She has the
chief management of the house,

DAVID RIDEAL, of Pontefract, in the County of York,
woollen draper, one of the guardians of the poor-house, at Pon-
tefract, maketh oath and saith, that he attended at the York
Lunatic Asylum in the month of September, 1812, to ascertain
if Martha Kidd and George Arundel, then patients in the said
Asylum, were in a state to be removed into the new built poor-
house, at Pontefract ; that he saw 'the said Martha Kidd,. at the
Asylum, for about two minutes before he returned, and.she ap-
peared in good bodily health, and made no complaints, but
seemed from her manner to be in an insane state :; that her
clothes were not amiss, and she appeared then very decent,
and that he shook bands with her, and she began of singing ; that
be came to the Asylum unexpectedly, and she was in a light
room when he saw her ; that she was removed to Pontefract poor-
house, on the fourth of Oclober, 1812, by the Pontefract fish
machine, but that no person attended from Pontefract to see her
removed, The machine brought fish that day; that he saw her
at the poor-house on the evening of her removal, she was then
dirty and forlorn, and her clothes were in a bad state; that her
clothes seemed to be the same which she had on when he saw
her at the Asylum; that she was lame at the time he saw her at
the Asylum, and she still continues so, and is obliged, generally,
to be carried. That he does not know that any complaint was
made, during the time she remained in the Asylum, respecting
any improper treatment of her, and that her husband never com-
p_lained of her being ill treated ; that this deponent never knew
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APPENDIX. 17

or saw her uniil be attended in September, 1812, at the Asylum;
says, that she was two or three years in the Asylum ; that it was
candle-light when he saw her at Pontefract, on the day she was
remover : her face, hands, and neck were dirty, and appeared Lo
want washing, but he did not minutely examine her person; that
he made no application to the governors of the Asylum respect-
ing her treatment, but Mr. Higgins wrote to him about three
weeks ago, to make inquiries respecting it; that the overseers
would not have thought of making any complaint, had they not
been applied to; that Martha Kidd is not able now to give any
account of her treatment, nor was so when she was removed
from the Asylum ; that neither Martha Kidd nor her friends ap-
plied for her to be removed from the Asylum, but she was re-
moved to save expense to the parish.

ANN BATTY, the wife of Benjamin Batty, of the City of
York, innkeeper, saith as follows: that this deponent and her
husband were keepers of the York Lunatic Asylum, and left
it about seven months ago; that this deponent saw Martha Kidd
the day she left the house, and saw Sarah Cuthbert wash her
and clean her that morning, and ¢his deponent went into the room
to see how clean and neat she was; that Sarah Cuthbert washed
Martha Kidd's face, hands, and neck, that morning, and that the
night before being Saturday n]g]J t, she had seen the said Sarah
Cuthbert take a pail, and a towel, and soap, to wash the patients
in LllL‘. TOom 'l.".ilh Mi'l.l'i}'.-lzl. Hi.i:l ] IIIH.I. tl.liﬁ dcpmlulﬂ‘, does not know
how many patients there were; that the patients’ feet are washed
on a Saturday night, if they stand in need of it. That on the
Sunday morning before MMartha” Kidd left the z'i&}']tlrn, Sarah
Cuthbert said to deponent  don’t you think I've made ker neat
and clean®”’ and this deponent replied she had; that Martha
Kidd's clothes, for what they were, were as clean and neat as
they could be made ; that she looked a decent clean old woman
for the clothes she had on; that she had no offensive smell; that
she had no bonnet, but Sarah Cuthbert fetched her an old bonnet
of her own ; that this deponent did not see her shift, petticoat,
or shoes; that she had a neck-landkerchief on; but this depo-
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nent did not observe whether it was clean or not; that her
daughter came on the Saturday following, to bring her a clean
shiit, not knowing she was gone; that the said Martha Kidd
walked with a limp ; that during the whele time Martha Kidd
was in the Asylum, she had ovly a couple of new shifts; and
that the rest that were brought, were old ones; that Martha
IKidd altered the make of her clothes, by picking and unpicking,
but this deponent does not know that she tore them by violence;
that Martha Kidd was very quarrelsome with the other
patients,

SARAH CUTHBERT, a female keeper at the York Lunatic
Asylum deposeth and saith as follows: that she has heen em-
ployed as a keeper in the Asylum for twelve years; that she re-
collects a patient called Martha Kidd, who was one of the pa-
tients in the gallery, under the care of this deponent; that the
said Martha Kidd was very violent and mischievous when she
first came, and very dirty; that this deponent took as much pains
as she could in washing, cleaning, and combing her; that the
said Martha Kidd wasalways washed and combed every Saturday ;
and oftener, when she required it; that her legs and feet were
washed every Saturday ; that her .".¢.r.r.l.'!.~s,_|f.54:'::, and neck were washed
on the morning of the day on which she was taken away from the
ﬂ‘-‘-‘li_.lﬂl.'n'i'i'i', and her hands, face, neck, apd feet had been wasked the
night before. 'That this deponent does not recollect any thing
particular in her feet, or any dirt on her legs; that the said
Martha Kidd was very poorly dressed when she left the Asylum,
but this deponent made her as decent as she could be made in
the clothes that she had; that she had an old black gown, and
part of a petticoat o ; that she had not a elean shift on, her
daughter came with clean elothes the Tuesday following ; that
this deponent does not know when the said Martha Kidd had had
clean stockings ; she wore black stockings, which do not show
dirt ; that this deponent doesnot recollect to have seen her have
a ring, nor that her husband asked this deponent for one; this

deponent recollects no conversation with Martha Kidd's husband,

or any other person, about a ring of Martha Kidd’s; that it is
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APPENDIX. 19

the custom of the house to ‘take away rings from those who are
not capable of taking care of them; the rimgs are kept by the
housekeeper, Mrs. Atkinson, and are ticketed ; says, the patients
are ‘always made clean before they leave the Asylum ; that Mrs.
Batty saw Martha Kidd on the Sunday ‘mornihg; that there was
theén no bad smell about Martha Kidd, 'or 'her clothes ; that she
was niit so dirty in her person the latter part of her stay in the
Asylum; that she had ‘been very dirty in ‘the 'day rooms, and
was in the habit of taking off her clathes and rubbing threm on the
ground; that she ased to dubble and wdsh them, ‘she dabbled

and made dirty deed ‘with her cap 'and clothes, and seldom had

a4 decent 'can on; ‘that she used ‘to tear her clothes, but mot so
much latterly ; that she had not so good ‘a supply of *clothes as
other batients usually had, but was very much neglected at tines,
That for twelve months her clothes were ‘washed in the Asylum,
during which time she had ‘a couple of new shifts, two caps, two
checked aprons, one gown, one top petticoat, and two pairs of
stockings, and no other clothes; that the last year of her stay,
her daughters washed for her, but were very irregular in bring-
ing and fetching her clothes; they were sométimes a week or a
fortnight, and longer, before they brought them back ; that they
mever brought any clothes for her but ‘those she put on. This
deponent has told them they neglected their mother. That
Martha Kidd was at first in the habit of fouling her linen and bed
clothes, but latterly, for some months, had kept her bed very
clean, and had not fouled her linen ; that she 15 sure Martha
Kidd never had more than two new shifts during her being in the
Asylum 3 that this deponent used to comb her with a smel-touth
comb, and has sometimes found some few lice, one or two on her
hiead, but rione 'on her person.  That each of the female keepers
has a distimct set of patients under her care, and there are about
nineteen or twenty under the care of this deponent. It takes
nearly two hours to wash them all on a Saturday night. That
all the patients who are not capable of j.t-:l:e.hing themeelves, are
washeéd ‘'on the Saturday vight : ¢heir hands, face, and fect, are
always washed ; that flannel and soap are used in washing; that
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20 APPENDIX.

it is usual, occasionally, to inspect their persons under their
clothes; that this has always been tne case, and no diffierence
has been made lately; that this deponent never recollects
Martha Kidd having a blow on her head; that she was in
the habit of teazing and fighting the other patients; but this
deponent never saw any patient strike her so as to njure
her, or make any mark ; that this deponent saw her immediately
after the accident to her hip.—she was able to walk up to her own
rcom: It happened in summer, about five in the evening ; that
when this deponent saw her, she was on the grass-plat, in the
women’s court with other patients; that there was a goat with
them ; does not recollect that the goat had ever done any injury
before. In consequence of the accident, the goat was sent away
by Dr. Best’s orders; that Martha Kidd has been separated from
the other patients for quarrelling with them, but to the best of
this deponent’s belief was never put in a dark cell. Does not
recollect that her duughters were ever refused seeing her,—they
always saw her immediately. She was in the habit of dining at
table with the other patients ; says, that the last time Martha’s
younger daughter came to change her linen, she ook away her
flannel petticoat, and did not leave one instead of it, and that
she only brought back the flannel petticoat on the Tuesday after
her mother was gone *,

{=% Martha Kidd, the lunatie, informed her hushand, that the bruises on
ker person were from being Srayed by the keepers ; and that the wound on her

bead wasfrom a blow with a key :—this was !'l:jri:l.t'ﬂ as inadmis=ible evidence.

% After the witnessesfrom Pontefract had confirmed their depositiens on oaih,
and at the moment when the sath was about to be proposed to Ann Batty and
Sarah Cuthbert, the Archbishop of York observed, that if it was intended to
admimster an oath to them, he must leave the room : as he was convineed
hoth from the manner of these witnesses, and the impmh::ht]it_-r- of their siate=

went, that they were asserting what was untrue. It was then proposed and

agreed that the administration of an oath should in fulure be wholly discons
finued,
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APPENDIX. 21

Opinion of the Committee, on Martha Kidd’s Case.

¢« A gross neglect of cleanliness and of atten-
tion to the person is in full proof.”

Evidence in the Case of George Arundell. 7=

MARGARET BECKWITH, of Pontefract, in the County of
York, wife of Benjamin Beckwith, maketh oath, and saith, that
when George Arundell arrived at Pontefract, on the fourth of
October, 1812, on his removal from the York Lunatic Asylum,
he was a deal better and a deal cleaner than Martha Kidd; that
he smelled a fainty smell ; that this deponent did not examine
his person, He did not smell bad the next morning; that he
had a clean shirt on, and she saw no vermin upon him. That
she never heard the said George Arundell make any complaint
of ill usage in the Asylum; that this deponent does not believe
he had any filth on him; and saith, that she saw no bruises on
his person,

DAVID RIDEAL, of Pontefract, in the County of York,
“-uullen.dmpm'_l maketh oath and saith, that G{,"t‘rrgﬂ Arundell,
a lunatic pauper, was sent from Pontefract to the Asylum at
York, about three years ago. That he was removed from the
Asylum to the work-house, at Pontefract, on the fourth of Octa-
ber, 1812 ; and that this deponent saw him upon his arrival ; that
he seemed strong in bodily health, and did not appearin a ragged
state, but his hands and face appeared dirty; that this deponent

* Mr. Higgins states that he never meant to attach blame io the case of
George Arnndell, This man, however, having been mentioned in Mr. Higgins's
gtatement as removed along with Martha Kidd, the committee thought it right
to inquire into the case, The fact tarned out to be that Arundell, who was a
strong, active man, was pot dependent on the keepers, but regularly washed
apd cleaned Aimself,
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922 APPENDIX,

saw him at York, at the Asylum, about a forinight before his
removal, and he appeared, at that time, not to be ina neglected
state, or to be in such a situation as to attract this deponent’s
observation ; but he was not then with the said George Arundell
above two or three minutes; and that this deponent has seen
the said George Arundell frequently, and never heard him com-
plain of his treatment in the Asylum. That Mrs. Beckwith is &
humane and managing woman ; that she was well recommended,
and that she conducted herself well and had given satisfaction,
THOMAS BARKER, of Pontefract, in the County of York,
maltster, maketh oath, and saith, that he saw George Arundell
when he was removed to Pontefract poor-house, in October, 1812,
from the York Lunatic Asylum ; that his hands, face, and clothes,
appeared dirty, but he had a clean shirt on ; that this deponent
has not heard the said George Arundell complain of any ill treats
ment in the Asylum,

Opinion of the Committee on George Arundell’s Case.

“ No sufficient ground of censure has been
established.”

e i

Ereidence in the Case of the Rev. J. B. Sc orey,

MARY SCHOREY, widow 'of the late Reverend John Butter-
field Schorey, clerk, deceased, saith, that her late husband was
formerly of Queen’s College, Oxford ; that he never. had any
preferment in the church; that he was curate to Dr, Zouch, at
Serayingham ; that they had no fa mily, except one child, which
died in infancy; that her husbatid was thide deveral iimes A pa-
tient in the York Lunatic Asylum, and that he died there on the
tenth of December, 1812, aged forty ene. That he was first
placed in the Asylam between four and five years ago, when James

Backhouse and Benjamin Bauty, whu were then keepers in the
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APPENDIX. 23

Asylum, fetched him from the sea side, at the desire of this
deponent, He remained in the Asylum about six months, During
this period the deponent did not live in York, but came once or
twice to visit her husband; on one of these occasions he had
sprained his ancle; and this deponent, in consequence of the
accident, attended him three days in his bed room ; that she
obscrved his bed and all aboutit was dirty, and there were a great
many fleas in it. That her husband was taken home for about
thiee months, in consequence of his mental health being better,
after which it again became necessary to place him in the Asylum,
and Mr. Backhouse fetched him from the peighbourhood of
Yarm ; he remamned in the Asylum, the second time, for about
seven or eight months; during a part of which time she took a
house in Gilly-gate. York, in order to be near her husband, and
visited him regularly every fortnight; on these occasions she
observed him to be ill treated by the keepers, pnr{jculnr[}r Bens
jamin Batty, under whose care he was,

When she went to see her husband, she was shown into the
keeper’s lodge, and her husband was brought to her there ; they
used to push him and kick him into the room 10 her; once on
Benjamin Batty’s pushing him into the room, with his foot, this
deponent said “ you should recollect my husband is a clergy-
man,"—Baity replied * ke’s no more now than a dog.”

This deponent paid filteen shillings a week, for her husband,
besides paying for his washing, shaving, and ale ; his clothes were
washed in the Asylum, but he used to be very dirty; and this
deponent finding him so, used always to bring him clean clothes,
when she went to the Asylum, and always brought two towels,
one wet and the other dry, in order to wash him; she always
found him dirty ; she washed him, and cut his nails, She never
during this period, observed any lice on his person, or his clothes,
but his linen had the marks of dirty beds and fleas ; there was
no other ill treatment observed by this deponent, during this pe-
riod of her husband’s confinement, except abusive language,
which her husband was capable of feeling, and it seemed to give
him great pain,
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Tee
That her husband having again improved in mental healih, iﬂil'jl_":g
this deponent, on the recommendation of Dr. Best, took him | ! Imu,u
home to her lodgings, in York, for five weeks; that Dr. Best ‘ EL:{_
said, he would come to see him at her house, but he never did, gleags 1
though this deponent wrote two letters to Dr. Best, by ‘the post, peser W °
requesting him ; that her husband grew so bad, she could not i fresh l“’f‘”
do with him at home, and she in consequence called on Dr, Best, Y dothes ’”I’
and it was arranged for her husband to return again to the Asy- dirly crolae
lum, where he remained till his death. glways "E
That during the former part of the third period of his confine- Gy, (e
ment, * this deponent continued to visit him regularly as before ; gt 501
he was pushed or kicked into the room to her almost every time ; pore;, he
there was no necessity for using force with her husband, he was (ka1 she €0
desirous of coming, Benjamin Batty used to take him by the Aiter the
shoulders, and kick him into the room with his foot. On one oc- took 10w
casion she happened to go into the passage to meet her husband, waieaat
and Benjamin Batty kicked him down stairs;+ Benjemin was at woma,
the top of the stairs, she heard a kick, and her husband came L o
tumbling down stairs, She occasionally observed marks of bruises " et
on her husband’s person, but does not know that there was any ing found
want of food. fock 1 s
During the third period of her husband’s confinement, she ap- P
plied to Dr. Best to lower the terms, and also requested Mr. 'lrr:
James Richardson to apply to him, and the terms were accord- i ‘
wenk 1o
keepers
# N, B. Surprise bas been expressed that Mrs. Schorey should place her bus- Da-ﬁhﬂl
baod again in the Asylum ; but her circumstances shonld be considered . —Edu- wed jnd
ented asa gentlewoman, she was obliged to seck her own subsistence, by o
manual labour, in order toafford ten shillings a week for her husband, and there i
was no other institution to receive him on these terms. the TOoem
+ Here Dr. Best, (who, it must be ohserved, acled as the advocate for the \ e wsh
servants, conceiving the whole to be a conspizacy against himself and the institne =~'J!.zjr in
tion,) remarked it was impossible Mr. Schorey could he Kicked down stairs, as Tt [y
he was always on the Emn-nﬁ-i':um'; and he called Bativ fo contradict Mrs. 2l hr:
Schorey’s statement, It is very remarkable, howeyer, that Henry Dawson
gonfirms Mrs. Schorey, and contradicts Batty, lff:- 1
1 1k
.
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APPENDIX, 25

ingly lowered from fifteen shillings a week to twelve shillings,
and afterwards from twelve shillings to ten shillings,

She continued to see her husband for several months, she
always found him dirty, and his clothes had a strange smell.  She
never saw any vermin upon him in the Asylum; she carned him
fresh linen every fortnight, and let them have as many clean
clothes for her husband as they 'wished, and she took away the
dirty clothes to wash. Her husband, by agreement, was to be
always washed for in the Asylum.

Says, that about six months before her husband’s death he be-
came so 1ll, that it was not thought proper for her to see him any
more ; the last time of her seeing him, he did not know her;
that she continued to call at the Asylum, with clothes, as before,
Arfter she had ceased to see her husband, the clothes which she
took to wash began to have lice; that she has sesn his stockings,
waistcoat, and shirts, all over lice. Ann Bridgewater, a washer-
woman, was employed by this deponent to wash the linen, three
or four times; the first linen she washed was clear of lice, but
afterwards on Bridgewater’s complaiming to this deponent of hav-
ing found lice on a flannel jacket of Mr. Schorey’s, this depanent
took the waskierwoman with her, and they went to the Asylum to
complain,

They first called on Mr. Surr, at the gate, he told this depo-
nent she was a liar, and shut the door in her face; 1!14:}-' then
went to the Asylum, and Mr. Surr followed them; the men
keepers denied there wasany such thing; Benjamin Batty, Henry
Dawson, and Charles Holgate were present. Henry Dawson
used indecent, brutish language, which this deponent cannot
repeat. Mr. Surr desired Mr. Schorey to be brought down to
theroom. He had on a clath stock, which he had a fancy to;
the washerwoman took it off and found lice upon it; it was very
lousy indeed. Though the keepers saw the lice, they said we
were liars, and that there were no lice whilst they were looking
at them; they said the washerwoman bad brought the licé with
her. The keepers then left this deporent and Ann Bridgewater
in the room with Mr, Schorey: he was very lousy, Dr. Best

D




26 APPENDIX,

. joent®!
afterwards sent for this deponeut, and said he would see her huss (o o 8
band was cleaned ; this deponent told Dr. Best of the abusive ]i!f.:'-ﬁm_
lanzuage of the keepers; he said, he did not wish the keepers to Lals '.b'-T'j
behave so. This deponent 15 positive those were Dr. Best's lﬂhmll.;lf
words ; that was all the redress this deponent could get; this de- hsba
: : . 2 1 ke care ¢
ponent durst not complain of the 1ll treatment ol her hushand, | ﬁbl
and never acquainted Dr, Best of her husband’s being kicked ) u*fﬂ'-.““'
down stairs, she was afraid she should be ill used and not see s bim b
her husband again ; she knew whoever she complained to, 1t would § Lime; be
be ull in vain. She admits it might have been better it she had WWhea 13
acquainted Dr. Best.  She often called upon him, and wastrea ted womdd, 10
with civility and attention, and he never refused to acquaint her Baily for ¢
with the state of her husband’s mind ; she had cailed upon him care of 1,
so frequently to enquire about her husband, that lauerly he After b
seemed to think her troublesome. walth, be
“This deponent says, that ber reason for sending her husband e repea
again to the Asylum, after having seen him ill used there, was him on
that she eould not manage him at home ; she was a stranger in | woald i
this couniry, and did not know where else to send him, or that witeh e
he would be better used elsewhere, underiol
Says that on some of the last times of visiting her husband, she ANN
observed bruises on his back and all over him. Her husband of the (i
never had his hands or person confined when she saw him ; she ek

always saw him very soon afier she came to the Asylum, and thit she
had not to wait,

£l Mg

Says, that she never was in his bed room, except during his Schor

: ks ; St UL Iorey

first conhnement, on occasiwon of his anele being sprained ; at all & y
Ity &

other times he was brought downs to her. Says, that when he g
Girer |

was pushed and kicked into the room, there wei¢ no strangers

present, but the women of the house might sometimes see.  '1his ::ﬂ'!"
deponent says, that for the last six months of ber husband’s life '.”-’i
she never saw him ; that about four months before his death she | !Hl':r
went to Stamford, to visit & relation, and was absent from York, “I-' the
untii her husband’s death. 1:2 .

This deponent saith, she bad a gold watch, which was a pre- n:.!.r,;,_
ent from her brother as a keepsake, During her husband’s last L
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APPENDIX. 27

confinement in the Asylum, he requested her to allow him to
keep her watch, as a pledge that he should see her again ; Batty
was present when the conversation took place between her and
her husband ; and it was understood that Jatty <hould let her
husband wear the watch when he was well enough, and should
take care of it when he was not. Her husband then took it and
used to wear it in his fob.  For ghout six or seven months she
saw him have it occasionally, but cannot be certain for how long
a time ; he sometimes had it, and sometimes not,

When this deponent went to the Asylum, with the washer-
woman, to inquire about the vermin on tue clothes, she asked
Batty for the watch—Batty replied * he had it, and should take
care of it.”

After her husband's death, this deponent asked Batty for the
watch, he said he knew nothing of it ; she said it was very strange ;
he repeated he knew nothingol it. This deponent afterwards met
him on Bootham-flags, and asked him again, and he said he
would inquire about it. This deponent never mentioned the
watch to Dr, Best, or Mr. Surr, but Mr. James Richardson
undertook to make inquiry respecting it,

ANN BRIDGEWA VER, the wife of Christopher Bridzewater,
of the City of Yark, deposeth and saith, as follows : that she is
a washerwoman, and has washed for Mr, Schorey, but not lately;
that she washed for Mrs Schorey occasionally, from Christmas
till Midsummer, the Summer before Mr. Schorey died ; that Mrs.
Schorey once brought her some linen to wash, which was both
nitty and lousy ; this was in summer; the clothes were not
divtier than uvsual; there were nits on a shirt, but she did not
examine it till it had been washed ; she ironed the shirt to kill
the nits. She had washed it wbout a month before; there were
no lice on 1t before, but this time she tound a number of lice on
it; there were some scores. It seemed to have been worn next
the =kin; there were only nits on the shirt; she shewed the
things to her hushand; she found no lice on the stockings.

This dejonent told Mrs. Schorey of the lice; the next morn-
n g she went with Mrs Schorey 10 the Asylum by her desire,

D2
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They called on Mr. Surr, at the gate. Mrs. Schorey said ** this
is the persun who picked the lice . off Mr. Schorey’s waistcoat,”
Mr. Surr said, * she was a liar,” and clashed the door in her
face. This deponent and Mrs. Schorew then went on to the
Asylum, and Mr. Surr followed them; when he got there, he
said it would have been better if Mrs. Schorey had acquainted
them at the Asylum about the lice, than to go to that fine fellow
Mr. Richardson. Mr. Surr asked Mrs. Schorey if she knew who
she was talking to; she said it was proper it should be inquired
into.

This deponent saith. there was a blue woollen stock en the
chimney piece, which the keepers said belonged to Mr, Schorey
they said if he had lice, there would have been some on the stock,
This deponent then took the stock and picked two lice off it, she
laid them on the table, shewed them, and then put them n the
fire. Mr. Surr said, they were nolice ; if there were any, she
had brought them there herself  He said she (this deponent) de-
served to have *** **** Lunched, for bringing such a report
on the Asylum, Says, that Mr. $chorey was then sent for down,
and this deponent and Mrs. Schorey took him into a room 10
examine him ; one of the keepers told them to * ¥ L A
#3229 c0a28a®0 hoe was not man enough for them
both ; they then set up a laugh.—DMrs, Schorey cried.

This deponent, along with Mrs, Schorey, examied Mr. Scho=
Tey, but saw no lice on his person, he bad spots all over his
body, but she saw no bruises; he appeared to have been greased
all over; he was very dirty and greasy., As Mrs. Schorey left
the Asylum she told the keepers she hoped they would not use
her husband ill; they said, if they did, she might thank herself
for it.

This deponent never washed any other waisteoat of Mr. Scho-
rey’s, except that already mentioned. This deponent heard DMrs,
Schorey ingquire about a gold watch, where it was, and if it was
safe. Benjamin Batty said, he had it in his possession, and would
take care of it; this was oot at the time the stock was 1JI'E}LE'.!{t;lI

it might be a month before.
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bl
¥ Wainyy This deponent never had any conversation with Batty about
LR the watch ; has never received any money from Mrs. Schorey,
it gy IA' except pay for work, nor received any present from her. A gen-
ot L’.E.‘[—.-f[: tleman® called about three weeks ago, to ask _'Ihu?r what she knew
g | abnrtt this affair ; he gave |a.ul' children two shillings. Y ;
LT This deponent, Ann Bridgewater, on her deposition being
e lney read .m her says, that she was at lEu—r.-_‘m}'htm about a month I:rlufbrl!e
beii *u.';..l' ihe time when she went about the filth; that she went with a
™ nole from Mrs. Schorey, and some tobacco for Mr. Schorey.
£ This deponent now says, that the conversation aboul the watch
'L“\ " iy was on the same day as they went about the filth, but that it was
. Schrey not at the same time when the words took place.
on the ek, BENJAMIN BATTY, of the City of York, innkeeper, de-
be ol i, she poseth and saith as follows: that he was eight years a keeper in
thea in e the Asylum, and quitted that situation a few months ago. He
e any, she had at first twelve guineas a year, and afterwards sixteen guineas
Epovent) de- and eighteen guineas, and at last twenty pounds, He found his
ch o repen own clothes. Says that Mr. Schorey was in the gallery under
otior domn, this deponent’s inspection.
8 foom I After Mrs. Schorey came to live in York, she came constantly
FEER] to see her husband; oftener than once a week. She did not
fot them always see him, because it troubled him, and made him uneasy,
and fret, when she was gone. This depenent does not think she
I"-it."é:h:' was ever refused seeing him, except on account of his fretting;
il |'-|¢r":i! iL was left to her own :3]';:]“:1 'c.'hut]u‘:r 10 See him or not, She
i continved to visit and see him as long as she stopped in York;
i d he does not recollect she was ever informed he was in such a
:rh:-rw:‘r I"{I state that it was no longer proper for her to sce him. This de-
" i ponent says, when she came to sce her husband, he was brought
L to the room where patients see therr friends, When this depo-
: nent was in the way, he aiways hrought him. During his second
”r_:.[.-—... confinement he was always ready to go when this deponent told
hﬁ"'j B him his wife was come to see him; he was glaul to see her,—there
Iif L v
iod w0 - TR
i # Mr. Higgins.
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30 APPENDIX,

was no occasion to use force ; he knew the room and sometimes
went without this deponent. He was particularly clean in his
person during the first and second times of his confinement. He
used to go and wash himself, and was as clean a patient as ever
was in the house.

This deponent sees the patlients undressed every night. Mr,
Schorey’s feet were as clean as need be ; he was in a state of
great cleanliness during the whole of his second confinement.—
This deponent used to change Mr Schorey’s linen every Sunday
morning.—35ays the patients’ feet are washed once in a week, or
a fortnight, as they may require it. Mrs. Schorey was very par-
ticular about his.personal cleanliness.

The latter part of his second confinement, she brought him a
change of clothes ence or twice ; his linen was then washed in
the Asylum, To the best of this deponent’s knowledge, she never
took away dirty clothes during the second confinement ; this de-
ponent says, the reason of Mr. Schorey’s going home after the
second confinemeunt was, that he was peaceable and quiet, and
anxious to go,

Durning the latter part of the third confinement, Mr, Schorey
was somelimes in such a state as to refuse his victuals. This
deponent has known force necessary to bring him down stairs ;
has known him cling to the stairs; has known force necessary to
bring him to see his wife during this period ; has known him so
bad, that he would not speax to her. During the latter part of
this period he was not cleanly in his person, His wife brought
clothes for him oftener than before ; she never, to this deponent’s
knowledge, at any time brought towels or soap, and washed him,
She complained, at this pesiod, of his person and clothes being
dirty ; this deponent’s answer was, Mr. Schorey was very dirty
of himself, and could not be kept clean, Mrs Echorey could
not have got water to wash her husband without some of the
servants knowing it. This deponent does not know he ever stop-
ped in the room when she visited her husband : she might some-
times stop half an hour or longer,

When My, Schorey first came, he had plenty of clothes, and it
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APPENDIY, 31

When Mr. Scho-
rey became dirty in his person, this deponent washed and cleaned

was a long time before he gut them worn out,

him every morning, regularly ; chiefly his hands and face, and
every part of his body that required it; sometimes it was obliged
to be done by force, and this deponent had help ; sometimes he
dirtied his breeches, and was obliged to be cleaned twice a day ;
in other respects there was nothing uncleanly about him. No
other part of his body was dirty or offensive; this deponent
always dressed and undressed him, and took his clothes out of
the room every night, and if there had been any thing dirty or
offensive, he should have observed. When any thing happened, he
was cleaned immediately. This deponent never saw his appear-
ance, as to cleanliness, improved after his wife had been with
him,

This deponent says, that he never, to his knowledge, treated
Mr. Schorey with any insult, or pushed, or kicked him—is pos-
sitive he never did ; never insulted him; pever used violence;
never kicked him into the room, and Mrs, Schorey never made
a complaint on the subject. She never said to him * her hus-
band was a clergyman ;—she was surprized he should use him
s0;” never in his life, to this deponent’s knowledge. This depo-
nent never, at any period of Mr. Schorey's confinement, said that
he thought no more of him than of a deg, or any thing to that
effect.

Says that he never recollects Mr. Schorey falling, or being
pushed down stairs, He NEVER HAD TO COME DOWN STAIRS
To sEE MRs. SCHOREY. *

In the day time, he was removed between seven and eight in
the morn ng to the day room, which is on the same floor as the
room in which Mrs. Schorey used to see him, and Mrs. Schorey
never came to see him belore that hour. HE REVER was
EEOUGHT DOWN FROM Ii1I5 RED ROnM TO SEE HER, AND THERE-

FORE SHE COULD HOT SEE HIM FALL, OR EE HICKED DOwW N

# See Henry Dawson’s evidence,
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{ aratrs ®*. When Mr, Schorey was ill, and confined to his bed, | uff’:"*’wmh
Mrs. Schorey has been up-stairs to see him in bed. This deponent h—ﬂ{niﬁﬁﬂ
can positively say she has seen him in his bed room during the wied 10 ‘T‘
third period of his eonfinement. plk v 8 50
T'his {!E‘E}:H‘.t'nt SEYS, he never observed any bruises on Mr. (hete were:
Schorey’s person; that Mr. Schorey never was guilty of fighting j ealled 8IS
with other patients; he has seen him wrestle with patients, but ' um 1o Bee
not so as to injure his person, quagts bat!
Says, Mrs. Schorey came down one Tuesday with a flannel foen, TH
jacket, and said there was hlth and lice upon it. It was un- g and M
washed; there was a woman with her, but he does not know wirds callee
whether Ann Brideewater, who was here yesterday, was the {he room, 1
persoi. This flt"l'll'li'll"l'll thinks Mors, ﬂt‘hnr‘L‘F said. her husband sppranls WE
had not had the waistcoat changed for some time ; this deponent the fih, b
replied, it was not his fault, he had none to change it with, and oo, 1 |
it was not his business to provide clothes, This deponent had higks Mr.
not before told her Mr, Schorey had no change; Mrs. Schorey : bodily be
informed him she had changed her hushand’s dress, and taken ) partly pi
this waistcoat away, when she brought her husband another on eeh ik
the Saturday preceding, when this deponent was not within. b thih
This deponent thinks Mr. Schorey had worn the dirty one about ’Iimeb:;fm
three or four weeks; this deponent had sometimes changed the of ki hods
linen nearest Mr. Schorey’s body, but that time Mrs. Schorey htmh:;
changed it herself, Mrs. Schorey shewed the dirty waistcoat 3 Schres,
deponent saw four or five lice on it, and admitted to her that % Lre
they were lice  Mr. Surr came in, whilst she was complaining s0me u.'.::r
about the lice—Duoes not recollect that any other person was I Yo any
present; there was a stock in the room, which he thinks Mis. % -I‘
Schorey brought with her;—it was such as Mr. Schorey wore; :F_m"'-
these stocks were got because he attempted to strangle himself .;;ﬂ'—'ﬂ
in his neck-handkerchief. When this deponent went into the ¢ t_“-St‘h-
room, Mrs. Schorey shewed both the stock and waisteoat. He does :-’n. i
not know whether she brought the stock with her, or found it 11y
ﬁ'{"i*i':"

# Bee Henry Dawzon’s evidence,
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el
?‘\:il bl there; cannot exactly recollect whether Mr. Schorey had it on
o ¢ r”“ or not, from Saturday till the Tuesday, when she called. This de~
ml ponent was only a few minntes with them: As Mrs, Schorey had
i asked to speak to Mr. Sw, he left the room. They began to
rll'm.fﬁ L, talk on a subject in which this deponent had no concern, Says,
':"-""-?‘a":;* there were some small filth on the stock, which Mrs. Schorey
Plients, | called nits, but to the best of deponent’s recollection, she shewed
him no lice on the stock. This deponent used no improper lan-
th 2 fynyy guage, but said it was her neglect in not bringing a change of
I was g Imen. This deponent did not hear any scolding between Mr.
& my l“-' Surr and Mrs. Schorey before he left the room. Mr, Surr alter-
hy, vy iy wards called for deponent to come back: when he returned into
ber bosiay the room, this deponent thinks Mrs. Atkinson and twn or thres
o g servants were present.  Mr. Surr asked deponent if he had seen
4 i ;, the filth, he replied, yes. No foul language was used in the
- 5 room, to the best of this deponent’s recollection, This deporent
IF:::L:"' thinks Mr. Schorey was brought down ; he was then not in good
g g bodily health; thinks be had had a fit a little before, and was
) ot partly paralylic oh oweside, but was getting better, He had
another 2 been rubbed with something on his knee and arm, and perhaps
mot withi, his thigh, in consequence of being paralytic, but this was somes
one 2000t time before, he thinks more than three or four weeks, The rest
janged the of his body had not been rubbed with any thing at the time when
1, Schoref he was brought down, It was not this deponent who fetched Mr.
waistcol; Schorey. Till that day, this deponent never knew he had had
g ber the any lice, As Mrs Schorey went away, she and Mr. Surr had
romplain®} somé words at the door; Mr. Surrsaid to her, ©“ I'm as good as
s 18 you any day;” Mrs Schorey was in a passion, but he heard her
:i.:'::b' M use no violent language ;—there were some sharp words on both
;rﬂ ot sides.—Does not recollect the words, This deponent recollects ]
-.I: ipel Mrs. Schorey and the washerwoman having Mr, Schorey in the . |

o e room. Recollects hearing no indecent language, whatever, used

1, Heod

by any person; no such language was used fo Mrs. Schorey in
this deponent’s hearing;-—Is possitive there was no such language
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> T 0
. " 3 iy e A . Gurt A
used either to Mrs. Schorey or the washerwoman, or any other per- "*“.,5‘ gt
a : L] d & {'-"“tl:lé' {
son in this deponent's hearing ™. i A
Mr. Schorey was a very stout man when he first came to the ! JI [ o
3 . : R L0
Asylum ; latterly he was in a stupid way, but not mischievous ; oo
b £ g - arfpTly ¥
he would sometimes pull off his coat and waistcoat and leave gt Ed.u
: : . | sealeTds]
them, and walk without them; has known him throw his hat } il Y=
i : = | il
and shoes out of the window, Mr, Schorey never had a watch™® 2 and ¢ F:’
i ] . 5. Lhel
this deponent never saw him have one all the time he was here, 53."“‘11
. . " . (irE!
and never heard him mention a watch ; if he had kept 2 watch M ¢ T
: " bis e
we (the servants) must have seen it. jam, B8
L : x i Sh
This deponent never had any conversation with Mrs. Schorey wilk, 2%
about @ watch, while her husband was alive. He never saw the deposest
washerwoman there, except the day the lousy waistcoat was pro- 1ad 4 PIOge
. - il b
duced. He never saw any person come with Mrs, Schorey ex- e would B
cept a gentleman or two, at the assizes. fold bim %
After her husband's death, Mrs Schorey came to York., He L oL She
was directed by Mr Surr to wait upon her at the Tavern. About that & cov
a week after Mr. Schorey’s death, this deponent met her al the ) parted, be
Tavern, when she gave this deponent something for the servanis; might diss
she said she had taken away such part of her b usband’s clothes parted fro
from the Asylum as she thought proper, and he might keep the plied # be
remainder. She said, she wished to see where Mr. Schorey was presion
buried, and to have a copy of the register. This deponent went maried,)
to Mr. Sutton for the register. She never mentioned the watch did not ¢}
at the tavern, 'Thinks it was the following week that he met her time mue
on a Sunday morning, as he was coming from the Minster ; she vever he:
said * have you my husband’s gold watch?” he said “ no.” She | " Ihl
] | x : M
said her husband had a watch, and wished this deponent would et st
1 : E : ; i bl
make inquiry at the Asylum ;—he said he would make stnct 1n- ' B
H H : . . - . = "'!'E':‘ It
quiry—this was all that passed. She did not remind him of any et
5 5| 5 - i |"_ ) I-:
conversation respecting it ; she did not appear angry. In con- J ol i
sequence of this, deponent asked every servant in the house, and S
s |
e T - L e E L E = .l.'l,i;r--‘.
-
k.
% Q ' Tt " SR ey
¥ See Henry Dawson's evidence, L
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APPENDIX. 515

also the men patients, if they had ever seen it, and he asked Mr,
Surr. This deponent informed Mr. James Richardson about a
fortnight afterwards, when he met him, that he had made a
search, and particular and strict inquiry in vain, He was in-
quired of about the watch, by the governors at the following
quarterly court. This deponent never saw DMrs. Schorey again,
till yesterday. Recollects Mr. Schorey breaking his spectacles,
and cutting his arms with the glass.

Says, that soon after Mr. Schorey’s confinement, and when
Mrs. Schorey was not in the habit of coming ofien lg the Asy-
lum, this deponent had a conversation with her on the Asylum
walk. She had some writings in a basket, and requested this
deponent to take care of them. He declined it, and said he was
not a proper person  He tald her she was such an odd woman
he would have nothing to do with her, or her writings. She also
told him what property she had, and who had the management
of it. She spoke of her husband and his preaching, aod said,
that a couple whom he had married, before he was Insane, were
parted, because he was confined in the Asylum. She said she
might dissolve her marriage with Mr. Schorey, and could be
parted from him, That he was not a man This deponent re-
plied ¢ he thought it was very queer to make use of such an ex-
pression to him,” being a young man (the deponent was then un-
married.) He returned immediately to the Asylum, because he
did not choose to hold conversation with her. She was at that
time much a stranger to him, he had not often seen her. He
never heard her use any language approaching to indecency,
except that time, She was a woman who talked freely about
her affairs, and what fortune she had.

Says that Mr. Thompson, an attorney of Halifax, was once
down with her at the Asylum, She called witness into the room,
and wished him to be present, but he refused.

Says he has yisited Mrs. Schorey at her house in Gillygate.
He may have been ten times there, 5he sent for him to know
how her husband was, and the state of his linen, when she was

indisposed, Mr, Surr has sent deponent twice, or oftener, to
e
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Mrs. Schorey, with the quarterly account. He has sometimes
called on her for linen, and sometimes as a friendly call without
any business. Has sat an hour and a half with her, and drank
a glass or two of grog with her. She did not drink any herself,
They conversed on different subjects; he never had any quarrel
with her. Has been at her house both the second and third
times of Mr. Schorey’s confinement, and was there within two
months of her leaving York.

Says that Mr. Surr wrote to Stamford, to acquaint Mrs. Scho-
vey of her husband’s death. He received an answer from a Mr.
Scott, and sent the letter, by this deponent, to Mr. James Rich-
ardson, who read it in witness's presence,

The letter said Mrs. Schorey was at Brompton, near North-
allerton: that Mr. Scott had received a letter from her, saying,
she called on Mr. Schorey in her way through Yerk to Brompton,
and found he was much the same as she left him,

Mr. Richardson said that he thought her a very strange woman;
that she was almost as bad as Mr. Schorey; “that she was coming
to his house in a day or two, and he would show her the letter.
He then asked this deponent if Mrs, Schorey had called at the
Asylum. This deponent said she had never called since she left
York.

HENRY DAWSON, one of the keepers in the York Asylum,
ﬂtpoﬁt‘th and saith as follows: that he has been a keeper in the
Asylum between five and six years; that about a yearand a half
or two years ago, Mrs. Schorey stopped him one morning in
Gillygate, near her own door, and asked him into the house,
saying she wished to speak to him; this deponent said he was in
a hurry, and wished to be excused. That she pressed him and
he followed her in; that she asked bow her husband was, and
this deponent informed her ; she then said that an old man in
that street, whose name she did not know, had been giving him
an excellent character, and that he wasa nice young man. This
deponent says he knew an old man in that street who died lately;
he got acquainted with him from seeing him making hay, and
knew very little more of him,
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dl E"'fij Mis. Schorey then added, she had had a dream aboul him,
ber, i ,-__: this deponent, could he guess whatitwas? he replied * he could
T h: not,” she said she had been dreaming he was her husband. This
:‘.r: deponent does not recollect that he made her any reply; the

o uj'. door was open, and a woman came in, and this deponent went

4 about his business. The conversation was not more than five or
seven minutes, Nothing light or familiar had passed between

him and her before she told him the dream, nor any previous
conversation, She smiled when she told him.

Says he had been at her house once before, to fetch Mr, Scho-
rey to the Asylum, He does not recollect any eonversation be-
tween him and her before or since that above related, except

Bear Nor inquiries about her husband.

Bl Sy That he never mentioned this conversation to any person till
1o Beompey two or three months afterwards, when he mentioned it to Charles

Holgate, anotherkeeper. Thinks he mentioned it to him in Mr,
e vonL Schorey’s lifetime, Thinkshe alse mentioned it to Mr. Backhouse,
# s Comiy Says that in one of Mr. Schorey’s illnesses, -and he thinks
1 the fetier about a month or six weeks before his death, he conducted Mrs.
tlled at the Schorey upstairs to her husband’s lodging room.
ince dhe [ef When Mrs. Schorey came to see her husband he was some-
times in the day room, on the same floor as the keepers lodge,

ork Asylom, and SOMETIMES IN THE DAY RooM UPsTAIRS. YVhen he was
ever o quiet, he was upstairs, when not so, he was down stairs, Tiis
-1:-3:-li!4:'-' DEPONENT HAS ASSISTED OTHER PERSONS IN BRINGING MR. ScHo-

P REY DOWN STAINS BOTH FROM THE BED ROOM AND UPPER DAY
::t ROOM, IN CONSEQUENCE OF HIS DISINCLINATION To coME, Has
ot ﬁ KNOWN 1T 80 wHEN MR, SCHOREY KNEW HE WAS COMING To
jl::l:l. SEE 118 WIFE.
sl T This deponent recollects Mrs, Schorey, and the washerwoman,
d“ﬁaﬂ_j coming about the dirty clothes, The washerwoman and Mrs.
ol oaa #

5 Schorey were left in the room with Mr. Schorey; this deponent
e & said * take care Mr. Schotey, for I think two women will be too

pis Tfj much (or too many) for you.” This deponent had fetched Mr.
died WEN Schorey down from the day room upstairs, and he thinks he and
ol o Charles Holgate took him upstairs again.
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To the best of this deponent’s recollection, he said nothing
more than he has now stated. He cannot recollect that any of
the other keepers were present, or could hear. A good many
words passed between Mr. Surr and Mrs, Schorey, and the
washerwoman, relative to the dirt on Mr. Schorey’s clothes.
Mis. Schorey asked Mr. Surr ¢ who was he?” he said “ he was
as good as her any day of the week.” This deponent does not
recollect when the stock was produced ; he thinks one or two
lice were found on it. This deponent did not hear Mrs. Schorey
say on the day of the examination of the filth, that she hoped
they would not use her husband ill.

This deponent did not hear any conversation that morning
about a gold watch of Mrs. Schorey’s, He thinks he once saw
My, Schorey have a watcn, during the last time of his beang
the Asylum, but ke cannot be certain,  Mr. Schorey HAD IT OUT
AND IN HIS HAND, to the best of this deponent’s recollection® —
This deponent thought it was pinchbeck. This deponent thinks it
might be fiye or six weeks after Mr. Schorey’s death, when Hen-
jamin Batty made inquiry about the watch.

The Reverend JAMES RICHARDSON, of the City of York,
clerk, deposeth and saith as follows: That he applied to Batty,
after Mrs. Schorey’s death, about Mrs, Schorey’s watch, who
said he knew nothing about it, He also mentioned the lousy
case to Mr. Surr, who was civil, and this deponent thinks he
said it should be inquired into.

This deponent does not think Mrs, Schorey insane, but will
not say he has not said she was crazy. This deponent was
shown a letter from a gentleman at Stamford, saying she was
gone from thence; that he might, on that occasion, say, he
thought she was as bad as her husband,

This deponent says, that he first became acquainted with Mrs.
Sr:hm-ey, in eonsequence of her coming to him in pecuniary dis-
tress, and asking to have employment, in consequence of which

* See Batty's testimony,
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ki
| g [:: he procured her shirts to make; since that time he has found her
25, g Ee conduct respectable, and he has had her to visit him, Her dis-
"":}'E Ol tress was at different times so excessive, on account of her hus«
g :'5t|;; band's unfortunate situation, and her own umhar.rarssr:d circum-
2 dows stances, that he was led to apprehend it might drive her to in-
o : ‘ ;
e o sanity. 1‘5;.; her desire he HJJL!i]El] to Dr. Ht:ﬁ[,- about lowering
In b the terms for her husband. Dr H.t,'rit behaved like a gentleman,
she I'J-ipfj and ]u:-w:'td 1h-n:-: terms soon 'c',ﬁm'_? :I.n a very handsome manner,
from fifteen shiilings to twelve shillings.
; Mrs. Schorey told him, in her husband’s lifetime, that he had
% Bming her gold watch; her account to day agrees with what she has
': " - told him at difficrent times. This deponent may have expressed
bt boug doubts, in conversation, as to her sanity, and may have said he
ADIT ovp thought her crazed ; but he never seriously thought her insane ;
lection* = and is convinced that her agitation and distress of mind was not
it thinks i insanity. She never acted like an insane person, during six months
when Ben: that she has been in his house ; she has always been perfectly unis
form in her statements on all subjects, and he never found her
rof York, : tell him a lie; he has no doubt complete credit is due to every
1o Batty, thing she says.
tch, who Mrs. Schorey complained to this deponent of the ill treatment
he lousy of her husband in the Asylum, but he never mentioned it, and
hioks he did not know where redress was to be obtained.
On her second examination, the said MARY SCHOREY
i o further deposed, that she never was, by any accident, in her hus-
t = band’s lodging room, except during his first confinement, when
.:; it she was with him three days.
E That when she left York, to go to Stamford, she left her di-
,“f'h rection with Mr. Surrs that a short time after her husband’s
death, she removed from Stamford to Brompton, near North-
gl allerton, and that she travelled in a coach which passes through
Jﬂ“‘ York in the night. She was in York about an hour, but made
of b8 j no inquiry about her husband ; that she had then heard of him
lately, when his bill was sent to Stamford ; that he was said to be
-
much as usual,
The day when she complained about the lousy waistcoat, she

was Lhree times at the Asylum, Sbe fist went alone to com.
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40 APPENDIX.

plain; the second timé she took the washerwoman, fo prove’that i
there were lice ; the third time the washerwoman went with her I :ﬂTPﬁFJ o
again to catry cluthes, but they weré not permitted to see Mr, “fh[
Schorey, and lhﬁ}' left the clothes with Henry Dawson, The farh that
washerwoman went with her twice, and it was when they went ol ¥ stal
to complain about the filth, that the conversation took place about wlhing: Thl'
the watch. 1w S8 E
Says, that the lousy flannel waistcoat was not brought to the ot LY
Asylum. As soon as it came back Irom the washerw oman’s, this | Pywsitt E800
deponent burnt it. jor sbend
Says, Benjamin Batty has called three times at hér house in | glook roun
Gillyzate ; ohce w hen Mr. Schorey had cut his arm, and twice | ety with
for bills—He made no stay. Says she never talked to' him about Y Sch
her business or affairs; she was gbove 5Pr;:11~cin.-__g of any Ihi'l'lg of og heig @
the kind, to a servant in the housé, Pf"'f”;“
Says, that when Benjamin Batty and Henry Dawson came to lngiog 1o
fetch her hosband from the house in Gillygate, to the Asylum,- inguired
she gave them a glass of gin and water. beliered
Says, that once as she was leaving the Asylum, Batty joined 4 ki oaf
her at the first gate, and they walked together up the Asylum | 4
walk ; they talked about her husband’s health, and she asked ‘“”.E,"
Batty what he thought of him; he said he knew as well as Dr. .
Best, or any other person; that she never conversed with him
about a couple her husband had married, and knows nothing of
any particular circumstance of the kind. Opition
Says, that she once took some writings, in a small basket, toshow G
to her husband for his satisfaction, but does not recollect the
time. Mr Thompson, of Halifax, an attorney, once called on | lhere
her husband, fo see if he was competent to sign a lease. g 1
Says, she once met Henry Dawson, in Gillygate, it was after ﬂ'ﬁ'! §
her husband had cut his arm, and was not long before she ceased $elreg
tovisit her husband ; she asked IIL‘H:‘:,.’ into the hoase, to inquire
about her husband’s health; he stayed not more than three
minutes; no woman came in while he was there, This depo-
nent said nothing to him about an old man having recommendet
him, This deponent knew nothing of him, She never told hime Al
lepie
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vy
- g b she had had a dream ; she never dreamt of him.~Is ver b
L . B im. ¥ muc
I'J-l,.;,:h: L surprized to be asked such guestions. She did not think there
Ty was any harm in calling him in; to ask how her husband was.
:::;;I'ne.""".a; Says, that shortly after this, she was visiting her husband,
¥ and was standing with him at the window, in the keeper's lodge,
talking. There was an old female patient sitting by the fire,
oagm o e whom shé had sometimes before seen in that room, she was
"f::-..‘_-'_w'::_!, about sixty, and not capable of knowing any thing. Henry
Dawson came into the room to mend the fire ; this deponent and
ber oluse iy lier husband had their backs to the fire, this deponent happened
ly 4 figg te loek round, and saw Henry Dawson taking a very indecent
10 him ey liberty with the old woman.

by thing of Mus. Schorey, on having her depesition read over to her, and
on being asked if she had any thing to add, deposed, that she
never réceived any of Mr. Schorey’s clothes, or any thing bes
lenging to him, after his decease, from the Asylum, That she
inquired of Mr. Sarr for Mr. Schorey’s clothes, who said that he

believed theré were none ; that se long as she paid filteen shil-

00 Came {§
be j|.1*|1E:|,,
latty jormed
g lings per week for him, an additional charge of one guinea per
1¢ Asylam
she asked
el .

with himt

quarter was made for servants atlending; and that she now has
the bills and receipls upon stamp.

a . I
pothung o

Opinion of the Committee, on the Case of the Rev. Mr. Schorey.

#, hshot ¢« That in the case of the Rev. Mr. Schorey,
collect there Fas been considerable personal neglect ;
called and that both towards himself and Mrs. Scho-
L rey, some of the keepers have conducted them-
“““: selves in a very reprehensible manner.”
ghee B
0 fﬁﬂ T

hret =
?ﬂ e Myr. James Wilson’s Case.
bs
nm’i"'[ ALICE WILSON, wife of James Wilson, St. Saviourgate,
Al depéseth and saith, that her husband was eonfined in the Asylum,

F
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42 APPENDIX.

and was previously ill at home nineteen weeks, where she hired
a keeper for him. When at home he was very violent, and grew
woise ; and for the sake of a change, she was advised to send
him to the Asylum, where he remained fifteen months: She
visited him as often as health would permit, sometimes twice
a day.

When she could not visit him, she got Mr. Allen to do so. Dr.
Best said she might come to see him whenever she pleased, and
behaved to her like a gentleman. She was never refused seeing
him, but always went up stairs to her husband’s day room. A
keeper used to follow her, and open the gallery gate; she was
for a time satisfied with Mr. W.’s trentment—the first time she
saw any thing to displease her,” was about mne months after he
first came. He had then received a violent blow over his lip,
and it was disfigured, burst and swelled. Before that, when this
deponent had his linen home to wash, she had two shirts re-
turned almost torn to pieces : she thought he had been too much
left to himself, and complained to Dr Best. This was soon
after he first came to the Asylum, She complained of the dirti-
ness of his hnen, and was told that he was the dirtiest patient in
the house. This uncleanliness continued till he returned home,
since which time his linen has had no such appearance. Before
he came to the Asylum, his linen was occasionally dirtied, in a
similar manner, but never since ; the care and attention of the
keeper, at home, has been sufficient to prevent it. He is now
in good bodily health ; he was stout, strong, and corpulent, when
hie was first sent to the Asylum, but when he came out, he was
very much reduced. A few weeks before he came home, she
found him with a black eye, all around the eye was black and
bruised, and his shirt sleeve ];,r-l.“g h]e]-:]d}-‘, excited her 5|_j,-'l|i|;:'rnn
of his being bruised ; she mentioned this wound to Dr. Best, who
sald the same might have happened at home, He was to have
had a day room to himself, but she has seen other patients in
Mr. Wilson's day room with him. He wag allowed at proper
times to walk in the gardens, and in the court-yard, as were

other patients, e continued violent for some time after he
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APPEXDIX. 13

came to the Asylum, but that violence had subsided before he

was taken out; when he became less violent his bodily state was

reduced very much, he continued to be reduced more and more,

though in a calm state. The day she first saw him after he had

a black eye, she came to the Asylum, and on enquiring for her

husband, Mr. Atkinson told her he was so high she had better

notsee him : she persisted, however, and found himin his day room,

very calm, and a patient, who occasionally assisted, was bathing
his eye. In three weeks after, he came hiome. Mr. Wilson is now

very much improved in his bodily health, his mental powers re-

maining the same, he has never been emaciated since he came

home, and has been as quiet as a child. During the time he was
in the Asylum, she paid two guincas a week®, which included
every thing, except a compliment of a guinea a guarter to Thumas
Blackerley, who attended Mr. Wilson. She fancied the altera-
tion in his bodily health may have arisen from the constant at-
tention which has been paid to him in the night time. She was
only once in his lodging room in the Asylum,

His bed was comfortable, and there was a smaller bed in which
she understood a man slept; she has seen Mr. Wilson at dinner
in his own day room, but did not see any-one assisting him, One
Sunday this deponent called, and there was no keeper in the
gallery, but a patient was looking after the other patients.—
Blackerley said the black eye was given o Mr, Wilson by a pa-
tient, who she believes was a quarrelsome man ; she remembers
his linen coming home, that had been flea-bitten: she therefore
conjectured that he had not continued in the same bed, and she
was told so by a patient.  His body wasclean; he had no bruises.
Mr. Wilson always appeared clean. This deponent never went
into any of the low rooms, but always went immediately to her
husband up stairs, and never was impeded but in the case of

Mr. Atkinson, when he had got the black eye.

=

* It subsequently was discovered, that ont of this two gmneas, only fonrleen
shillings were received by the Steward, for Mr. Wilson's board, lodging, and
medicines,—the rest was retained by the Physicin,,

F32

e SRR L i L




44 APPENDIX.,

il
' When he came from the Asylum he had a bruise on his tee, : h,ﬂ\i"{'
which might be recemly done, as the skin stuck to the stocking, it
There was a scab on his leg also. His leg was never shown to
Mr. Allen. When Mr. Wilson was in the Asylum, be had a
habit of kicking with his feet, and since he came home he occa- Eﬂ'.
sionally does so ; she has seen him spit at people when in the ! ¢i0
Asylum, and since he came home he will do so; since he came -
_home he has shown no disposition to vivlence. j,unﬂ*l':.
Mr. OSWALD ALLEN, apothecary, deposeth and saith, he A
frequently’ visited Mr. Wilson, during his being in the Asylum, i,
gnd always found him clean and neatly dressed, and very coms | bilk, ®
fortable, never saw any bruises on him: he has seen him put s fo inlo
feet on people’s toes, and spit at them; once saw Mr. Wileon hold :
up his hand against him.  When Mr Wilson returned irom the | b\
Asylum, his bedy was reduced, his health seemed impaired.—
After he ¢ home he improved very much. There never was |
any opposition made to his seeing Mr. Wilson, nor had he the
least fault to find with Mr. Wilson's treatment in the Asylum, |
|
|
Opinion of the Committee, on Mr, Wilson’s Case.
¢ No sufficient ground of censure has been y
established.” 1
B
by
Richard Thirkell’s Case.
MR, HIGGINS’'S STATEMENT, P
JOHN THIRKELL, of Sherburn, says, that his son was sent
{o the Asylum on Tuesday in the ugust Race week, 1810. On
the Saturday in the week before « andlemas he was informed, .
by a letter, that his son had absconded the preceding day. On :
his coming over a short time afterwards, he was told at the I.

Asylum, that when hisson ran away, he wes nearly well, and
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..
Mz " I!E.'l
“:l‘ﬂl'a._.% would have been very soon discharged ; he has never since been
s T gy heard of. J. Thirkill says, his son was of a good dispesitiom,
Wyly, h 'h: and attached to his family.
'h_h;"t': 'hw; e
s W LT » # . 1 A
Ml Evidence in the Case of Richard Thirkell.
K by ;
GEORGE SURR, of the City of York, Steward of the York
eth and 4| Lunatic Asylum, saith, that Richard Thirkell, a patient, who
i the -’u:.;: escaped from the Asylum on or about the 7th day of February,
L aad Im 1812, was quite recovered. That this deponent issued hand-
md:ﬁ bills, and offered a reward, describing his person, and also wrote
i & to inform his friends,
MF “L'-ﬂ'."
: GEO. SURR.
‘mm Hﬂ’t u # - r -
oed inpsis This Patient was entered, by Mr. SURR, in the Books,
I ) T o
b te 8 REMOVED.
wor bud be
be Awisn, Opinion of the Committee.
| ¢« No sufficient ground of censure.”
e
f's Caw, ;
John Thirkells Case.
 has ben Mr, Higgins's Statement,at the foot of Richard Thirkell’s case,
N. B. Abaut ten years ago, there was a patient of the same
name, and from the samer place, who was said to be murdered
by a fellow-patient
G, I
i ———
Entry in the Order Book of a * SrEciaL Rrrort” of the
Coroner's Jury.
.
T g i “ To prevent any injurious and false reports, such as are often
= ]i[.ll i circulated on occasions similar to the present, the Jury appointed
Wt “w:: toinvestigate the circumstances of Joux THIRE pLL’s death, which
lin[d‘f'ﬂ tvok place at the Asylum on the 19th of the present month,
.taﬂ'f':J think it an act of justice due to the various persons concerned in
j_}-ﬁﬁr
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the superintendence and management of that Institution, to de-
clare that they consider the death of the above-mentioned person
25 an unavoidable accident, for which no blame whatever can be
imputed; either to the servants or superintendents of the
Asylum,
By Order of the Jury,
DEAN WOLSTENHOLME®,
Foreman.”
Mavy 21st, 1808,
Tlis Patient was entered, by Mr, SURR, in the Books,
«“« DIED.

———

Opinion of the Committee, on the Case of John Thirkell.

“ No sufficient ground of censure has been
established,”

= i——

Copy of a Petition to the House of Lords.

To the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual and Temporal,
an Parliament assembled,—The humble Petition of the under-
signed Persons, being Governors of the York Luwaric
AsyLum, within the Suburbs of the City of York :

SHEWRETH,
THAT a Bill is now depending in your Honourable House, to
repeal an Act made in the 14th year of the reign of his present
Majesty, for regulating Madhouses, and for making other Pro-

visions and Regulations in lieu thereof,

— =

* This is & most extraordinary extra-judicial proceeding. It bears internal
evidence of being the production not of Degn Walstenholme, but of Doclor

Best.  But it was kind in Dean to put his name to it, for the reason given in

the paper itself—* fo pPREVENT REFORTS, such gs are ofien circulgied on
occasions similar fo the present,”

. o e )

Tas!
it
gl ey

he redl)
anlic
é:'.’-i'-‘-"e
of Datie
painlel
5_.|,|;rr:‘.‘-
[.;-:'.Ei ol
Vistiors
L] b

Tus
Goter

the C



FHU]_].]E
' '

le Bogy
“DIEp:

Thirkel]
as been

s,
mpora!,

¢ EAdere

AXATIC

ouse, 08
F-'r_«.l_'l][

et Froe

sl

gren

APPENDIX, 47

Trar the York Lunatic Asylum, like the Hospltals of Beth-
lem and St. Luke, (both of which are expressly exempted from
all the provisions of the said Bill, except as to the wisitation
thereof) is a Chantable Institution, designed for the relief of
Lunatic Parish Paupers, and other Lunatics, in indigent and
distressed circumstances, and admitting only a limited number
of Patients, in easy circumstances, with a view to assist, in the
maintenance of the poorest classes; and that it is under the
government of your Petitioners, and others who have voluntarily
contributed to its support, and is also under the inspection of
Visitors appointed by the said Contributors from amongst their
own body.

Trar the effect of the intended Bill will be, to take the
Government and Direction of this Institution out of the hands of
the Contributors to its support, who are naturally the Persons
most anxious for its welfare and success, -

Trat though the said Asylum is an Institution principally for
the County of York, and has been erected and maintained chiefly
by means of Contributions from Persons resident in varions Parts
of that County; yet that by the intended Bill, the Licensing and
Government of this Institution will be vested in the Justices of
the Peace for the City-of York, which s a County of itself, and
is a District of small extent, within which the said Asylum is
situate, and over which the Justices of the Peace for the Three
Ridings of the County of York have no controul,

Trar the Managers of this Charitable Institution will, by the
provisions of the said Bill, be compellable to take out an Annual
Licence, which will incur an expense of one Hundred Guineas,
or upwards,—which sum must be wholly drawn from Funds of a
purely charitable nature, whilst the plan of visiting contained in
the said Bill might be effected for a sum, not greater than Six
or Eight Guineas ; and yet it is on account of the expenses of
visiting solely, that there is a charge on the Licence to be ob-
tained

Trar although the said Bill appears to intend a Provision for
relieving not only Parish Paupers, but other-indigent distressed
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Luuatics, from the burden of the higher rate of Charges for
Licence, yet no Provision appears lo your Petitioners to be made
for the mode of licensing an . Institution, where a part of the
Patients are not Paupers; and that this Lowatic Asylum, which
contains various Patients in different Classes, will be liable for all
the Paupers and other distressed and indigent Patients to the
highest rate of Charges.

TwaT in case the visiting Justices or Physician should  be dis-
posed to perform their Office gratuitously, the Bill contains ne
Clause for remitting or abating the charge for Licences.

Trat the placing of Pumps, at all Hours accessible to the
Patients, as required by the said Bill, may lead to mischief
amongst the Patients,

Tiuat as Patients are brought to this Asylum from all Parts
of the extensive County of York, as well as from other Parts of
the Kingdom, a Restriction of the Power to grant Centificatés
for Admission to the Medical Practitioners of the City of York,
(which would bethe effect of the said Bill;) will prodace much
Inconvenience to Persons desirous of placing their Friends in this
Asylum, since they must incur the Expense of a Journey to York,
under an’ uncertainty as to obtaining Certificates of Admission,
instead of applying fo Praclitioners in their respective Neigh-
bourhoods.

Youn Petitioners therefore humbly pray your Lordships, to
adopt such Alterations and Amendments in the said Bill, for
avoiding the Expense, and remedying the othier Hardships and
Inconveniences, apprehended by your Petitioners, as to yeur
Lordships shall seem meet.

And your Petitioners shall ever Pray, &c.

{"ngﬂfd Ly the ARCHBISHHOP of YORK, and by 19 other

Governors of the York Lugatic Asylum, )
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APPENDIX, 49

Prayer of Mr. Higgins’s Counter-Petition, fo the House

of Lords.

For those reasons, your Petitioner humbly prays, that your
Lordships will not listen to any prayer of the said Governars, to
exempt their House from the operation of the proposed law; but
rather that, if any alteration be thought necessary, your Lord-
ships would make the law more strict, with respect to the said
Lunatic Asylum. And that your Lordships would be pleased to
enact, that the visiting Magistrates should, in part, always be
taken from the three Ridings of the County of York, as well as
from the County of the City of York, That your Petitioner is
ready to verify thé atove, and many other facts, at the Bar of
your Lordships’ House; orin any other way that to your Lord-

ships may seem meet and proper,
And your Pelitioner
shall ever pray,

G. HIGGINS.
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A List of the present Governors of the York
Lunatic Asylum, (3a5. 1, 1815.)

Date of
Donation.

Y ork.

[he Mayor of Doncas-
ter.

The Governor of the
York Merchants’
Company.

Earl of Carlisle.

Lord Dundas.

Joshua Field, Esq.

Earl Firzwilliam.

Rev. W. Whytehead.

1o
1777¢.

1778, ) Sir Henry Etherington,
to } Bart.

1784, Y The Duke of Rox
burgh.

Leonard Thompson,
Esq.

Win Walker, Esq.
1785, ) Richard Langley, Esq.
to }Lm* rory E |"'\-|I._'j.| Esq.
i701.) F lul|f'l e, Lsq.
Richard Key, Fsq.
The Duke of Leeds,
T. Lumley, Fsq.
Rev. T'. Preston,
Richard Thompson,
Esq
J. H. Wharton, Esq.
Thomas 1'|1'|.i|.‘~l.:':ir ]._,"-I,I.,
1702, Mr. Gervas Llam.
to Rev. J. Eyre.
S Richard Hobson, Esq.
.,F'::li:l-.l T.:l".'-'f‘i';.ll'l. .I'.[. 1}
Earl Spencer.
H{:x. Robert {!f..le
ol Andrew Warde, Esq.
1801,) Hon Lawrence Dundas
to p Dr. Markham, Dean
1804.)  of York.

17 ;-3,}'[!1& Lord Mayor of

Date of
Donation.
Charles Best, M. D,
Sir Charles Anderson,
Bart.
Simon Horner, Esq,
1805. Rev. C. Constable.
Rev, I'. Best,
T. Goulton, Fsq.
John Hotham, Esq.
T. Norcliffe, Esq.
Mr. John Roper.
James Salmond, Fsq.
Rev. Richard Sykes.
Mr. J. B. Wilson,
R |. W .r!“'lth }'..-ll,
1806, T. Consiable, Lsq.
P, Saltmarshe, Exq.
James Walker, Esq,
1807. G. W, Wentworth, Esq.
Mr. E. Wallis.
Mr. John Brook.
Rev, J. Preston,
W. f_h-ﬂ:wip. Esq.
Juhn ‘*1nu-. I 5]

1205, V. |*;n:|~,~l..|| J'w||
John Dalton, Esq.
W. J. Denison, Esq,
Wm. D by, Isq.
J. Fox, | S|
Mr. James Fryer,
BMe. John Hodeson.
James Croft, Esq.

1809, Wm Beckwith, M. D,
'!!'u'l*-..“'-lni ]
Bev, W. ITulmer.
Henry Bland, Lsq
Mr. Robert Cattle,
Mr. John Elston.
W. C. Fenton, Eeq.

M. C. Maxwell, 1

G 2

Hu-mhl“ kes. jun Esq,
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Date of

Donation.

“L"P-II';H.‘ P'.'.E:l'lf"'.‘i, :'"rl'

G. Osbaldeston, I2sq

Edward, lord Archbi-
shop of York,

W. Belcombe, M. D,

Thomas Lloyd, Esq.

Lord Malion,

Mr. John Prince.

Robert swann, ]";i::|_

Thomas Thompson, Esg

W. Whytehead, lusq.

1310,

1811 tev, R, H Whytehead.
Mr. Thomas Bell,
1512, Bryan Cooke, ksq.

1813. Rev. W. Dealtry.
Henry Legard, Esq.
ec.10. 5 W. Nicoll, Esq.
D Hussell, Esq.
lev. . Wellbeloved.
John Dyson, Fsq.
M D. Tuke.
Mr. J. Croshy.
Mr. J. Gray.
Rev. J. Graham.
W. Gimber, Lsq.
J. Bawdon, ]'f\r:_.
Rev. J. Richardson,
Mr S. Richardson,
A Thorpe, Esq.
1814. Mr. D. Priestman.
Jan, 7. J. i.l‘.i't'li_\,_ I'.r([,
. 1. 'I"!|1:r1|||-,'|-|1l I".:;-:;.
Mr. W. Hornby.
Mr. W. Tuke.
Matthew Wilson, Esq.
R. T_. North |",b-.f;.
Thomas Smith, Esq.
William Gray, Esq.

}:m'_l-['
Lronalicn.
Rev, W, Smith.
William Carr, Esq.
C. Duncombe, Esq.
B. Brooksbank, Lsq.
'_"nl'r_ J. Mason.
Mr 5. Tuke.
Wr. T. Proctor,
Godfrey Higgins. Esq.
Wm. Marshall, Esq
John Cooke, i".'_-.-:E. {U':
Camps Mount.)
Mr. J. Marshall,
Mre. J. F:.';L[T-;:Ih.
Mr. J. Wormald.
Rev. R. 8. Thompson.
Richard John Thomp-
son. Esq.
Barnard Clarkson, Esq.
Mr. B. Clarkson, jun.
Mr. Michael Clarkson,
;‘l;'l_]t" 14. Mr. Thos Marshall.
J].L"J'H'"_l, ‘n'fi“:1'u,n_'hi||.1:,',1£~.£;_
J. L. Raper, Esq.
tev. E. H. Brooksbank.
Sir W. Ingilby, Bart.
Sir Georze Cayley, Bart
John Swann, Esq.
ley. T. C. R. Read.
Aug.26, Mr. W Stead, jun.
tev. J. Dallin.
D. Gaskell, Esq.
B. Gaskell, Lisq.
M. Stapylton, Esq.
John Hustler, Lsq.
Wm. Aldem, Esq.
Mr. John Mason, jun,

| Sept.14, Mr. (. Peacock.

| Oct.7. Mr. Thos, Wilson, jan
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LUPTON’s FUND,
‘Contributions of 201 and uprards.

DON ATIONS. £ s d
Late R. Dudley Rockett (as Executor of Mr. Lupton) 570 3 0
Late Rev. Wm. Muson, 100 0 ©
# Christopher Morntt, LEsq. 20 0 0O ‘i '
#* Mr. John Lund a0 0 0
Late Mrs. Orfeur 100 0 O \
Late Mr. John Simpson 20 0 0 |
Wm, Wilberforce, Esgl 100 O O ! PD]
Henry Thornton, Esq. 5 0 0 |
Mr. Thos. Jennings 20 0.0
Late Lady Anderson 20 9 1
Wm. Burgh, Esq. 20 0 O
Henry Grimston Esq. a0 0 O
Late Rev Arthur Robinson 50 0 0O
Late Mr. C. Benson, jur. 0 0 0O
Mrs, Lotthouse 20 0O 0
Mr. Gray 20 0 O
Anonymous by Nr. Mason 20 0 O
— by Messrs. Gray and Thorpe 50 0 O s
by M. Gray ah 00 :
g == by M 5575 Gray and Thorpe 30 0 0 i
Late !rances Reed 30 0 0O
Late Charles 8. Duncombe; Esq. 200 0 O
Late 5. . Ward, Lsq al O 0 i
Charles Duncombe, Esq. a0 0 O '
Alr Wilberforce’s Election Committee, 70 0 O

BEQUESTS. |

Mrs. Jane Stansfield 52 10 0O |
Mrs. Dorothy Bowes 350 0 0 |
Mr. Wm. Wright 20 0 O |
M rs. Eliz. Simpson anp 0 0
Rev. Mr Whattall s0 0 O s
Mr. Kay, of Acomb 100 0 O 3
Mr. Abercrombie 50 0 0 !
Mr, ‘Thomas Lund 50 0 0 |
Mr. John Raines a0 O O
Peter Neville, Esq. 50 0 O
Henry Raper, Esq. a5 0 0
Mrs. Hoyes 200 0 0O
Nirs. Redhead 00 0 0
John Dodsworth, Esq. 100 0 O

# (0. Morritt, Esg. and Mr Lund, who sobseribed previous to the rule
which excluded the subscribers to this fund from being Governors, are existing
overnors of the Asylom.

w

W.HARGROVE & Ce. Printers, Herald-Office, York,
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Of the same booksellers may be had :

In One Volume 8vo. price 10s, 6d. in boards,

POLL FOR THE COUNTY OF YORK,

AT THE
Gieneral Eleclion, 1807.
Arranged under the Direction and Inspection

Of the UNDER-SHERIFF.

ALEO;
I'n One Volume 8vo. price 10s. 6d. boards,
Dr. RAMBACII’s
JMIE DITATIONS,
ON THE

SUFFERINGS of our Lorp and Savieur

e T& 1 B | 13 i I

JESUS CHRIST.

A new abrideed and corrected Edition of the Work,
TFith & recommenda _J,.l.i‘hltj.

EY THE

Rev, Wm. RICHARDSON, of York.
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THE PAPERS RESPECTING
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PREFACE.

THE York AsyLum contest has attracted general attention,
and is of more than local importance. It is discussed by our
reviewers and reported by our Legislative commitiees. It
affords a lesson to the fearful never to {It‘!-i}}':lil‘; and may teaclr
other old Governors, as well as the ol ‘Governors of a lunatic
receptacle, that it they will oppose reform, tl'm:,r must submit to
revolution,

Mr. Jonathan Gray’s very excellent Tistory of ‘this Tnsti-
tution, is now in every body’s hands. A elear outline of past
transactions will be seen in that work, but the picture wants a
finish ; the miwor parts are to'be filled up; and what with him
was a narrative, is here a drama; here the parties speak for
themselves, for the most part it will be allowed, con amore
and from the heart,

In this, as in most human fransactions, effects appear wholly
disproportionate to their causes. By Dr. Burgh, Mr. Mason
the poet, and Mr. Withers, the reform of the _-'tri_t'fmu was for-
merly attempted, but attempted in vain: they were always
overruled and not seldom insulted.—What strenuous eflorts
fruitlessly combined to accomplish, a little volume, in which
the Asylum was scarcely mentioned, has at once achieved.—
I hardly need name Mr. 3. Tuke’s account of the Retreat.—
Had this interesting work opened the eyes of the old Go-
vernors, the wonder would have been less : Instead of opening,
it closed their eyes; the more there was to be seen, the less
they would see—the wpore there was to be done, the less they
would do.
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Myr. Tuke's work operating on a suspicious and irritable
mind, produced the letters signed EvierLaTon: the public at-
tention became roused—doubts and surmises were started ;
either confident in right, or daring in wrong, a general chai-
lenge was given; that challenge was answered ; with what

results it is needless to add *,

The “ Description of the Retreat” was unulurﬁilulmhly the
prime cause, Mr. Higgins an able and eflicient medinum of the
explosion, but it was the torpedo of KviGILATOR himself, which
plew up his own Asylum,

» The challenge was answered chiefly by Mr. Higgins, in o statement of severak
cases of gross neglect and abuse. The public, interested by the previous discossion,
watched with anxiety the eonduet of the Governors, ‘Their decision on the first case,
that of Vickars, on the mere assertion of the servants, (the parties accused,) excited a
strong feeling of indignation,—There appeared but one means of obaining Jostice in
the remaining cases, A number of gentlemen determined to qualify as Governors and
enter the Court, on the day which was fixed for their hearing.—The Court was taken

by surprise—The reform of the Asylum was sealed by this step,
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From the York Chronicle, Sept. 25, 1813,

‘Mr. Epttog,

WILEN a vessel or a fort becomes the subject of attack, it

matters not whether hostilities be carried on by storming,
boarding, grape or shells, or by sapping, mining, catamaran,

or |:'r'|"l']{!{!.{:i-.. The intended eifect is the same, and the same
necessity exists for active defenceé, In like manner, when an
attempt is made to injure the reputation and interests of any
public body, or private individual, it is of little moment to the
assailed party, whether the measure be accomplished by open
libel, or masked insinuation. I no means oif defence are em-
ployed, the mischict may be equal from either method ; and it
is therefore equally incumbent on the object of either species
of attack, to notice and repel it.

The following brief statement will illustrate these remarks :

In an Account of the Quakers’ Retreat for Lunatics, near
York, published a short time ago, some higlly indecorous and
injurious insinuations were thrown out against other establish-
ments for the sime purpose, the intended application of which,
no one could misunderstand ; and which were as sirikingly
illiberal as they were grossly uniounded. To this attack it was
not thought necessary to reply ; but a PRINTED HAND-
BILL having been reeently received, which informs its readers
in terms characteristic of similar productions, that the PHY -
SICIAN to the Quakers’ Retreat, has formed an establish-
ment for the reception of persons afllicted with insanity, “ with
a view to introduce, on a small scale, the mild methods of
treatment in wuse af that Institution,” it would be an act of
culpable supineness, to allow it to pass by without some de-
gree of notice. It must be obvious to every one, that the words
of this Advertisement (which may be considered in the light of
a forpedo) were intended to impose a belief on its readers,
that methods of treatment of an opposite description, were
employed at the other Establishments for insane persons in
York ond its Vicinity; an insinuation in itself as disingenuous,
and as totally destitute of foundation, as the manner ot making
it is perfectly unprofessional, and palpably incorrect.

The ohjeet of this letter being merely to expose these pro-
epcdings, {rom a sense of duty to others, and of justice to the
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Writer's self, all feelings of personal animosity are utterly dis- -*"'*diﬂrltﬁﬂ“

claimed ; at the same time, should any one be desirous of '
ascertaining your corvespondent’s name, which it is not thought L"-'ilJ guch © l
necessafy to obtrude upon the public, it may be easily known: gt g thal
by inquiry at your Uilice. WL Retre®
: g e ™
I am, Mr. Editor, &ec. s e
n|.IL'||!| AL
b, 1 F '|:Ih:- P
; EVIGILATOR. gl e O -
York, September 22, 1813. L L
o (a1
. =
..—.—--iﬂ{.{_tﬂ-a..}aj;_ﬂ_-——hu i -:-.\I:Jll'f“ | _.t
- g a8 PrE
.r.-::i:tl:l'l-" bt

From the York Chronicle of Sept. 30. " g eect

At oy e whi

gy ing
9th Montl, 29, 1813. lelted 0 9P

T r - o B ,.I I 4
IN your Iast week’s paper you have inserted a Letter undes iy AR T
gy 1EJOICE -

fhe sienature of Evigilator, in which is the following para- By
g"'”l}hr viZ. - durmed DY

f . : TEEL ol
¢ In an Account of the Quakers’” Retreat for FLunatics near .:,l.-_'ﬁ?!.hfu .
. e ragee of

& York, published a short time ago, some highly indecorous
£ and injmimkg. insinuations were thrown out al..l-;‘;liﬁ:-‘t othes [IHNE'IIL!]'IIIJH
¢ Rstablishments for the same purpoese, the intended applica- sl be 4 ack ¢
« tion of which, no ene coild misunderstand, and whieh were et dome. N0
¢ s strikingly iliberal as they were grossly unfounded.” s 1 pablie
As the Author of the Book aHuded to in the preceding pa- herernaes and ¢
tagraph, I must beg leave to say a few wo rds in reply. el persons,
Your readers will, doubtless, have observed, that the very At trespond
serious charges which Evigilator has exliibited agumst me, afe I hase only 1
not supported by any quotation, or even a reference to any shich | ha
particular passages m the Book in guestion.. b wight perhaps, 4 Erigiltor oy
therefore, have been satisfied with calling upon. your corres- i shall
sendent to support his accusations hy evidence, and have re- k;."-_l.-her_.i.,n:
served the whele of my defence till 1 should learn the particu- T 10 the ~|1

lar instances of my unputed fault.

I cannot, however, refrain, in the mean-time, from so far
endeavouring to unprejudice the public as to declave, that the
remarks which are made on the trequent subuman treatment of
insane persons, were not divected against any particular esta-
blishment.. 1t is asserted, that this unhappy class of people

are teo alten treated in a most injusdicions and barbarous man- Frm
ner. and 1 [-‘.«,'::_-,';l-.mn* wislies for instances, 1| regret to say it
15 in my power Lo produce many. It is also asserted, that tae Nk
general mode of treatment in tiie Retreat, is more mild than 'Il'-l'“h;:_
that of most other establishments of a similar kind., 1§ Evigi- ‘.:_.;1-...1":'|1
lator ',h'“!' this, 1 must request him to point out many institu- '|.~:|||1!:':r'"~ o
fions in which tiie use of chains is eutively discarded, and 1B %:"‘ll;u
i
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which ather modes of coercion are employed in an equally mo-
derate degree, as is the case in the Retreat,

It is neither alfirmed nor insinuated in 111{*. work which has
given so much offence, that bad practices exist in all esta-
]]Im..sw its, or that there are not any institutions as well mas
naged as -!u'. Retreat. Whence then has arisen this extreme
tenderncess in the mind of Evigilator? What would he think
of a man., who should feel himself 1aer-amml'|-|.- insulted bv the
maxim of ithe Greecian =: age, the AL J”.l'i u o .-r':(n.rr.f —7 ;- { the
abuscs in tiie management of the insane ave, I fear, hardly less
notorious than the gt]u*!.al e |r|.n|lj. of mankind.

I r_'unilrﬂ'\ “H‘l-"il‘].' at a loss to coneeive for what nurpose
T\'ELP” hor hia n.wr'nt «®l 50 Wi ||hm* a front. 1 can assure i,
that the a I.|..||: ude he has assumed is far from having Lad any
discouraging effect upon me.

If any tiing which is said in the Deserintion of the if'-a'="-nt,
is chleulated to s@j or undermine that detestable system ol treat-
ment to which the insane are too frequently exposed, 1 s.all
sincerely rvejoice: and [ assure Evigilator, that, so far irom
being alarmed by the attack he bhas made upon me, I wiil at
all times be ready to defend, according to thie best of my abi-
lutv the cause ol this uilu._l} Py cluss ol my tellow-creatures,

One compliment I must pay Evieilator : he thinks that * it
i J' =

wounld be an act of I["I.illil"._ili'l *-'uumnrmwﬁ" to do otherwise than
he has done. '-upmmww: s Li"llulﬂ]‘i the cause ol most oi the
abuses in public establisliments, and 1 ardently wish that the
Governors and Othicers in establishments for the care of de-
ranzed persons, may be as jealous of the exisfence of abuses, as
your correspondent is ol tieir imputation.

I have only to add, that I do not l't'c'l myself, or the institu-
tion which 1 have du{ul;ld at all l-n[ licated in the remarks
of Evigilator on the advertisement of the I*’h}:ﬂ:i'l:f!t to the Re-
treat, T sh all, therefore, leave these remarks to lus own
animadversions, and do not doubt yowr ready insertion of this
reply to the severe charges exhibited against me.

S, TUKE
# See Descriplion of Refréat, p. 167.
e e

From the York Chronicle of Sept. 30,

=1ns,

WHEN the Quakers’ Retreat was first established, for the
veception of insane patients, il was publicly aAvew ed that the
mildest methods of treatment w uld be J{lﬂpwd in that Insti=
tution. Professional men may surcly be permitted to think

L2
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differently on this, or any other point of practice, withount at.
faching censure to either party. 1 liave experienced for more
than ten years, the good effects of the H}'Hti'lﬂdl I'u}uml in prac-
tice at the Retreat; and had made up my mind to pursue the
same plans, if my practice should ever be extemded in that
line of my professiomn.

I have now v_\'EJc'n{E{*d a Pﬂ[}':f'i.l:..!['q‘;]‘l..lil-" ST (L}f money :Ill. the
pur{;lnmv of projperiy, and ]i-l.'u\-']-" 13 E_‘!':.II‘l'llt.i-'i1!{'rl.-1".].!f..:11.'.i lor insane
persons, I therelore judged it proper to give notice n the i~
ner I have done, that my houses af Cliften were ready for the
reception of patients. In deing this 1 did not suppese [ could
wive offence {0 nny one, or be considered as censuring, in the
smallest deoree, the treatment adopted at any other establish-
ment in York or ifs Vicinily — Very few, I trust, will be found
to think, with the person who signs himselt I-Lnig‘iln:us'? that [
have acted unprofessionally or imcorrectly in publishing the
notice alluded to, more eapecially as it relates to a concern not
wholly medieal. 1 think it right, however, now, TIl:H: the no-
tice should appear in yeur paper, and request you will insert
it to-morrow.

I am your obediewt Servant,
W. BELCOMBE.

York, 29th Sept. 1818.

(CGPY.)

¢ At Clifton, near York, a private Establishment has been
formed under the direction of tie !""llj.:-i'sf-;:m to the Helreat, or
Quokers’ Asylum, for the reception and cure of persons af-
flicted with mervous Cemplaints and Insanity, with a view to
introduce, on a small scale, the mild methiods of treatment in
use at that Institution.™

e T T Y e e

From the York Chronicle of Sept. 30.

———

SIR, ﬁ"ll‘!'rrfmrfr*.l'fnn} S;-Jauf, 2%th. I813.

I'T 1s customary with Travellers to eall {or the Papers, con-
taining intellircnce ot the mporiant evenis which now atiract
the attention ol all the world.  After my supper this evening,
1 i'.lill_l!,t_z‘j?-'{ my usual 'd;lilt‘i_-l}_[‘ for LEWs : aund on wo .::.4':'5
being broughit 0 me, from « sort ol instinctive partiality for
X orkshire, 1 seized the Y eork Courant in preference to a Lon-
don P»I;'-". wihich was at the same i .';-\'_;1 unon the tabie.

¥ 5 7 5 _ |
Iie Iiditor’s sun uary account lroin the Llate Garettos Plf:‘.:—'z'él

me muchs L there read, st dispateh—* foreed St Cyr from
| { f [ . . : =F &
€& serodgiy entrencn COLER HERE.") PR isnateh—>"* 3 (-.'r.Hrc'JrJ'J-F"F

Jact of slorveaw naciag lost both his legs”?  3d decument—
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nd g, ;Ijiii. « Important Fictory over Fandamme ; and 4thly—= a Ga-
tu,c-ucmf““-.} Zetle, t:un!i’tulllll‘.‘,' the Ililltlmru::_i'l account. of cannon and pri-
iy soners taken in tie various actions.”
of e My ]H:'Lu'l was !i|ln'u{ ‘-‘-‘iii]l exultation at these E;IIEIH'I‘I{II.}R :wh'!.m‘na
,4'2!!.‘[;”.! & n31:nl:-s U.l."“r Allics—nething =|"1-_'|.H than the h[m:l]::.muu u|1 the
"{;r.l_ln'“lf." ‘JE]‘:IT!}. l}'l‘;ill-lt and the repose o all the world filled my ima-
i41|-~-l,.L-{- 1 gination: When ir:'lﬁlt;1|E}-I casting my eye upon a .l:.“].:*mm. ot lh.e
bl paper parallel to that which contained this gratitying intelli-
e | g gence, 1 fonnd an account of further hostilities having beéu
ISy, g carried on by “ Stormung,” * Boarding,” * Grape or Skells,”
ol ' by « Sapping,” ¢ Mining,” ©“ Catamaran,” or © Torpedo.”—
0, will be fy Now ! thought I, for the fall of Dresden! And whe is the

iy |
|”_|:!|_: ;_:rl ! il

gallant General that has s*mpim'vd all these means? On look-

peblshiys 4 ing lor the name and the date, 1 discovered, with astenish-

08 DIty ment, that * York™ was the scene ol these tremendous military

W, thot dey operations.

You will i In a fit of terror and surprise the paper fell from Il.lil.'h'fim!]—-—
by an inveluntary impulse I rang the bell; and on the waiter
ent ring, anxiously enquired if he had heard that the City of

i York had been blown into the skies by some insidious Revo-

sLCOMBE lutionists. With equal Hm':n'im*, but to my great joy, he an-

3 swered—* Na, Sir, all was well there to-rday when the Coach

left it.” Recovering a little from my coniusion, Il took cou-

rage to examine this article a little more “carefully, and found

penl fizs b it was addressed to the Editor of the York Courant, and was

¢ Retreat. 1 occasioned by an alarm which one Evigilator had taken at a

{ persons mere feport from the most un-warlike of all people, the -
il 2 viend ollensive Quakers.

{reatment 3 But that which seews to have produced the stunning effeét
upon the nerves ol this poor gentleman, was some wadding
discovered after the Report in the form, ke says, of a ** f‘fﬂ!!i.ff-

r Bill” The.ingredient which appears to have been most de-
structive of the quiet of this gentleman, is a nofice in the
.0, : Report, and in the Hand-Bill, that  mdd methods of trect-

sment are used in the Friends® Retreat ior Lunatics, and are
adopted also, by the Physician to that Retreit, i a private
Establishment ; and, though he seems fo concade, that * mad
methods” are the practice of both these places, yet he intimates
the Clenduetors have no right to teil the werld so.

Now this appears to me, Mr. KEditor, to be a little unrea-
sonable—and it is certainly more so, to infer from this notice,
that any Lmputativn is intended to be cast upon the practice of
other Iistablishinents.

Leaving th.s matter, however, to be settled by these whom it
concerns, 1 cannot help here expressing a wish, that the mild-
est modes of treatment, may be adopted in every establishment
for the recept:on ol the insane, and that the objects of thns most
dreadful of Meaven's afiliclions, may be delivered irom the

. B3
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treatment of the illiterate e [.umu-, and placed ander the f‘ﬂ"ﬁ
Ol i. ase 3 '|I'||.|-” I.l:f |,I.J|; i t"'.".” 1”[! l-‘:'::'al Ih“"l.': “.-:il “d.}.:'.“.."!-} al'e |_ L
most likely to treat them with sKill and humanity.

My eyes inform me that the hour of rest has arrived; and
not doubting, Mr. Editor, that 1 shall hnd in the due coursa

ol 1y jouroey, vour ancient city, with its Asylum and Retveat,
standing, Ju;-.r, as they were, 1 subscribe m 3Hr:1,.
Y ours, &e.
VIATOR,
.——ﬂ“éﬂ:g%w

From the York Chronicle of Oct. 7.

SIR,

TH E letter of Evigilator, (or the officer on ¢ gward,! annonnces
the commengement of hos stilities in our own nv-;_;”runa. ood,
I wou 'l': theretore suggest 1o yourselt and your brotiher Kdi-
tors, ithal it im"' ht be an accommodation to ‘.ul:i%{‘ht" and to
the ;}llnllh i you wou ild insert the bulletins of the contending
I“”'*"‘ at thuw—.;- IRLery: |].*-. when there lmi pens to be no news
from the Continent. a little management, the civil war
may -;:wa; be prolonged uli the armies in Germany hate gone
into winter quarters, wien your readers will be able to give
their undivided attention to the operations nearer home,

It would 't}?]l}i‘.'.'ll‘._ from Evigilator’s dispatch, as if the less
gtrict among { the mociety ot l'riends, had not the same de-
cided o ] PH!M!. as lormer |.'|. , 1o eve ry spec 1es of 1,1, arfare. He
intimates that though they ‘will not .Ltl!-m]al to take a place by
gtorm, with the uproar of cannon, * grape and shells,” er
they have recourse Lo the silent ljJi’l 1‘11|:| of «.r.r‘umn)r, .Hltl
hence, no doubt, the .m]w]hlun of welf Qu I-.uu the origin
of which was never before explaine »d.—1t is only hu., lmm-w:,
to observe, that Kv izilator’s clarge of sapping is not yet sub-
stantiated by proofs.

It further appears from the medical part of his letter, that
the '11:1:1 system in the treatment of lunaties now in use at the
Quakers' RRetreat, is about to be introduced elsewhere; a cir-
cumst: me which has justly excited the indignation of Evigila-

tor. e all know the remnarkable eravity and composure of

the I"'I'i-.'!:-i'.‘-, for the reception of whose lunatics the #etreat is
exclusi :ri_¥ designed. ',"'{nw it by no means follows that the
game severity may be necessary in the case of a mad Quaker,
as in that of mad Churchmen, Papists, or Methodists ; en the

conirary Liae 1':1.|.'= BYH L i, 1'.1“!:._'-:;!! {tililt' !C'.I.i‘l'.'al,'!'l." i:-| 1"|_1 case Hf

the insaine Qua
lunatic of any other r

ker, might prove mischievous if applied to a
eligious denomination.
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iy
|.lli;,,,:! ?"L’h Afay it not with reason be maintained, that the severer me-
My, M thods ; which the public believe to be practised in some other
h‘a*'el‘rir i!m[_ilutiuil.-t, are gegeraly most likely to effect a cure ? Mful
]'m-'d-ﬁ.t: patients are apt to be L'L'-t\!‘-.u:tnlr:,' and x':u_ﬂum_, and to require
Mm'?t:,;.,_ strong ceercion. A gound drubbing is ﬁ:m.l to be oi great ser-
i Hﬂ-i yice. The Emperors of Russia and Austria in vain tried mald
o ' methods with the first madman of the age; the latter even
yielded up his tair daughter into the clutches of the savage, m
“-'lTl;li I!(:lnrﬂln[' taming |_|i.||1. Lately, however, they have :HE{J[H:'IH an
opposite plan of treatment, and Buonaparte may be said fo
=

have been removed from the ————— to the —

The experiment has been made with some suceess of an ex-

posure to a frightful climate ; and the Emperors are now try-
}h‘.' ing the effect of a constant exhibition of g:;lu'l'lum'dm‘, a Fi)l*(‘iﬁ{.‘;
which the Quakers are well known to hold in decided abhor-
rence; though if bids {airer to bring this inturiate to his senses
than any ol ithose mild methods which the Friends would re-

fard,! mvmane commend in preference.

Beihboar s In fact I suspect that if the adwecates for the mild system

I bretber li of management, had so far prevailed as to prohubit tue aljiplir'a-

arsedves ! tion of those very sescre medicines, powder and ba ls, the

the comals great madman would long since have hroken loose amongsi

fo be mme’ us, and converted our happy Islund into a bedlam, =hould

the einl v he, in spite of the remedies now applying, continue untracta-

oy hate m ble, 1 trust he will never be abl.: to !u:{F a Ia’;‘.-fmr.'.‘., as I am

o able tose eruel enough to wish him in some place of cenlinement where

rhome, the use of chawns is not yet exploded.

a if the & I am, Sir, &e. &e. %

the samee A FRIEND T0O HARSH METHODS,

]111‘{.!'&‘. E ! ; .
oy ¥ FWhat a contrast hetween the sbedes of stillness apd silence, and the reg.on of

}hﬂir‘ﬁr 4 bonbes nd L".'.Itunliﬂuﬂhl

d shels .

sappety: . —eae ORI

s, fhe €

i, v From the York Chronicle of Oct. 7.

§ uﬂ.""”'g'

—————

York, Oct. 6, 1813,

is. HH',-.Ee Mr. EpiTor,

2 usf--_:L FIAD anv doubts remained on my mind of the accuracy of
“lw':'].‘-" the ~';iiu'-r411i{1155 brought forward 1n 1y fist lum:!', they would
H[Lﬂf: |.1-|,1.'::: in:v:l entirely Temoved hy the replies *-._'i.hu.-h have been
ﬁmﬁm@ n;:uh-. to it.—The charges 4 advapeced, so war from bayviig t.jil.c-n
e IIR‘:& disproved by evidenee, ov repelled by argument, not ouly re-
e M'I’- 111;4.im entirely uncontroverted, buthave giLlillCi'i'l? fresh strength
gl [F from the very means employed for thewr refutation. .

“ir"i;u;ﬁ- My 'l'u!w‘h:-x letter, which is penned like his book, with con~
eilT 511!:u1-;,|:'1,11,.; subtlety, and is strongly characterised by a spirit of
i ‘ B4

| . a
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equivoeation, is so replete with pretensions to superior philap-
thropy, unfounded claims to the use of a milder and more
humane system of treatment than is employed in other esta-
blishments for the insane, and with injurious insinuations
against lunatic institutions in general, (not excepting or ex-
empting any, though accused particularly of defaming one)
that | apprehend I should be furnished with a sufficient justi-
fication of the character I have given of his remaks, by
referring to this production alone. I shall, however, add one
qum:ilinu from iiis work, among the various passages it con-
tains of a similar tendeney: “ If it should be thought to aiford
“ gatisfactory evidence in favour of a more mild system of
“ treatment than has been generally adopted ; if it should also
“ prove, which I flatter myself it will, the practicability of intro-
“ dycing such a system into establishments for the insane poor,
“ whose situation has, in general, been too pitiable for words
“to describe, I shall esteem mysell peculiarly happy in this
“ publication,”—Preface, p. vii.

It is here distinctly stated, that the practieability of intro-
ducing a system ol mild treatment into these establishments
still remains to be proved, which is a direet assertion that such
a system has not yet been introduced into any establishment of
the kind ; a suflicient proof that it was the author’s intention to
gnelude a neighbouring institution in his sweeping censure,
and fully justilying the assertion I have already made, ¢ that,
his remarks were as sirikingly illiberal as they were grossly
unfounded.”

Having exposed his insinuations as far as was necessary for
my purpose, 1 shall now take my leave of Mr. Tuke. As I
have not the requisite degree of assurance to make a public
proclamation of the superiority of an institution to which I
proless mysell to belong, and am, I trust, incapable of casting
either direct or indirect aspersions on an establishment with
which 1 have no connection ; and as I have not vet acgnired a
sufhicient share of mo iesty, ta 1ntimate to thuflmhiit: that I
have I!IUHUE]:JHIL‘l{ the pessession ol humanity and active bene-
volence, we cannot be considered as t-u'['s*rhin:gr the lists upon
{'{llml terms. It is therefore my present ]:ullq:uiim}} without
the occurrence of very strong reasons to the conirary, not to
enter into any further controversy on the subject.

r”ﬁ'ith respect to the Physician to the Quakers’ Retreat, had
his Advertisement, however unprofessional in itself, been free
from the intimation with which it concludes, I should never
have brought it into public notice, and am now very unwilling
to press him further on the subject than necessity absolutely
ll|¢*|1t1'-1H5-'i: but as he has since brought forward a public de-
h'!!{'_v of :uh‘{-t“t'li-'in_q-: I am com;clled to trouble vou with a few
additional remarks. 3 ;
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The previous expenditure of a sum of money, as an excuse
for the breach of a professional rule, is, 1 apprehiend, per-
fectly inadmissible. The venders of guack medicines, who
have also E".‘i[]:‘l.il‘i."lll considerable sums ut'.uu:!wy in their labora-
tories and the apparatus of their trade, may {{iﬂ! this reason
for advertising with perfeet propricty. Persons of this de-
seription, by adopting zuch measures, neithier take an unfaif
advantage ol any particular competitor, nor do any general
injury to the respectability of their brethren ; but a Physician
who has recourse to similar practices, renders ltilrlﬁvli"jusllj
uh:u‘i;‘t*:i:.ﬂ‘: with both.

Lt may be alleged that there is a difference between ordinary
wractice, and the iu:{'l!ii.;il‘ line of imsanity; but if it be allow-
able for a regular practitioner to adveriise for patients labour-
ing under nervous disorders and insanity, can any reason be
assiened why he should not advertise for patients of every
{|.-;~:~.;|:-1'i1||t1fr|| ! and this being once admitted, what becomes of
the respectability of the prolession? Where would be the
existing barrier between thie man of integrity and science, and
ihe knavish and ignorant empiric?  What man of education
would enter into a profession which would st once cease to be
that of a gentleman ? and what man of respectability, already
embarked in it, would not feel ashamed to belong to it !

As some difference of opinion, however, may possibly exist
upon this subject, among those who are entirely unacquainted
with professional matters, I heg leave to refer such’ of your
readers as teel at all interested in the subject, to any of the
Members of either tue fegal or the medical profession. On a
professional point, they may be considered to be the filil‘EE_t
and most competent judges, and | shall be indeed lnlﬁlak!‘}'l if
they do npot unanimously concur in reprobating a practice,
which has hitherto been confined to the lfamlnriu and lmpostar,

I am Sir, &e,

EVIGILATOR,
ot EM I ——

From the York Chronicle of Oct. 7.

To the Physician to the Retreal.

My pear SIR, Liverpool, Oct. 4, 1813.

IN my late perusal of the York Papers, _i_‘lrf-,\'_u been muech
gratified by your acufe reply to the letter .ui kivigilator, and by
the ingenuity with which you have contrived, under cover of
an answer to his charges, to introduce a cepy of your own
hand-bill, and, at the same time, 50 albily to defend our invaluable

privilege of advertising for patients.
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1 likewise highly approve of your insinuation that there exists,
g difference of opinion amongst medical practitioners with re-

.rd to the treatment of insanity. You cannot take too much
pains to impress upon the public a belief that the practice of
aild methods is entirely coufined to yourself ; the belief will
easily gain currency amengst that class of the comimunity [}}r
avhoimn e thrive: and 1 trust your exertions will be crowned
with the success they l_l’:.'ﬁl'l' Ve,

Continue to eall your hand-bills—worices. It sounds better,
and is less liable to eriticism. 1 think some of your old bills
were better executed ; that in particular with the Latin quota-
tion—-** Fenienti occurrite morbo,” which was very much in my
own style, aud 1 have no doubt succeeded admirably.

I am afraid, you will have powerful rivals in your preseng
line, in Messrs. Deranoyoe and Co. but let them boast ol theig
suddeneures; protracted measures will ansywer your purpose better,

1 need not suggest to you to let no opportunity escape of
dragging your name before the public. —By the way, that last
aditwon of the Secarborough Guide was a caputal hat.

1 have no very particular news to send you respecting our
friends. Dixon is getting on famously by the sale of his Anti-
Lilious Pills; and Messrs. Corrie and Co. are sweeping all
before them. There is, however, room enough tor us all, and
1 trust we shall eventually suceeed in exterminating the Kegulars,

I send you six dozen hottles of my Barsawic Tincrure,
which I will thank you to dispose of on my account. You will
find them quite as saleable as Well’s (Gouvr Mepicine, and
e?uﬁf{g efficacious. I shall, of course, aliow a handsome per
centage.

Poor Turpin's Inperiar Itcn Ointuest, I am sorry to in-
form you does not take. Apropus of vintments, how have yor
succeeded with your OrytTuest ror tHe Kyes? I you will
gend me a few score boxes, | think I can dispose of them for
you to advantage, among the Guinea Captains. Don’t forget
to wrap up each box in a copy of your hand-hll.

1 had almost forgotten to mention, that the attempts to sub-
stitute the word natice {or hand-bitl arve too often repeated, both
in your letter and Viator’s, which may lead censorivus people to
imagine that you have either been laying your heads very close
together, or are E'l.l}E[J-lll'[l.‘[:,' one and the same person, and the
brittiant wit with which Viator’s letter abounds, will give consi-
derable colour to the laéter supposition. By

Should any thing bring you into these paris, I need not say
that I shail meet you with the welcome of a Brother.

In the mean time, believe me,
Most faithfully yours,
=. BRODUM.
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"“mﬁ From the York C I
N LTT ; ve ¥ ork Chronicle of Oct. 14,
M HI K}
uilrlmﬂ":
L
: Chester, Oct. 11th, 1813,
l'“ﬂ-ﬂ;;u,, Sins,
[ your ':l:'.':::__ 1 was the T.tliﬂnw.nf'_ the late eelebrated Dr. Brodum, whose
J’*anq memory is In'i‘uh Hs flfr:r':m and Qintment to my breast. So happy
Y md was 1 in the marvied state, that 1 eould net rest till 1 had
Fihl}. L fn}‘nil‘ll apother u_tmm.—.imlujv. Sir, what must be the feelings
W of dear II);-. f_.nur:‘a‘:uu.ll and m_g;avt]' upon seeing your paper mu:ie
'uho.u.h ilie vehicle o a scandaleus libel, in the {erm of an eld letter of
: l'[hr.,r my late dear husband’s, but now pretended to have been writlen
R only the other day to a Physician in York. The following facts
Bify i u-!nr_h I request the favor of you to publish, will clear me from
way, that g the imputation of bigamy, and explain the real history of my
il late husband’s letter,
peetar It is now several years since Dr. Samuel Brodum or Braad-
be of his i hum, my much esteemed earlier choice, was atiacked by a fatal
P disorcer. Exhilarating Cordials only seemed to hasten his disso-
woel lntion, m]ItI I m::-mlw’ll !1[:; funeral. i1 desired, 1 can send yon
fhe sl a copy of the pre-seription on his monument.—I need not tell
P you the Doctor was a liberal and untrammeled practitioner.
'Tﬁ}""f_f- He despised the narrow bigotry of the regular faculty, whom
L Yol he thought unworthy of his notice; but, whenever any of them
DICINE, &M ventured to break the shackles of custom and to advertise medi-
adgme pt cines, Dr. Brodum was ready to hail them as brethren. No
sponer, thereiore, had the great Hunter announced his Discovery
—t :i,l"rim Brazits, than Dr. Brodum hastened to write him a fetter
o bare of congiatulation : the letter led to an intimacy ; and my dear

[y ! Brodum and myself had the pleasure of making an excursion

of then ¢ to York. to visit the Doctor, and pay our respects to Bacchus.

Don't frgt It now appears that this complimentary letter from a contem-
porary and iriend, which should have appeared in its proper
place in the long expeeted Life and posthumous Writings, has

slﬂlul:' bt . . :
o ¥ cose forth into the world in a ‘garbled state; and 1 cannot but
aitdy ¥ : o : ? il
P ! think the friends of foth the deceased Doctors will join with me
:ﬂj-lnf'ﬁ' in regretting, that it should have been permitted 1o appear.
g T : e : : - 1
‘ ol ¥ I write in Dr. Loudhum’s absence, who desired me lo say, he
i:i'l'ﬂﬁ"'r’" had been sent for either to the Qli:mu or the Deanery. He
attends « persons of condition only.
g
il ‘
el ¥ 1 have the lonor o be, Sir,
' Your Afflicted Sorvant,

LOUISA LOUDHUM.

— Pl
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From the York Chronicle of Oct. 14,

I PERCEIVE by the last Chronicle. that Evigilator is not
matisfied with the vindication of my=cli from tie charges wlich
he has thonght proper to produce agamst me. But a'-. he has
expressed an intention to witidraw irou the controversy, unless
circumsiances should urge him 1o continue it; and as the points
in dispute have been elearly exhibited, 1 H.ld“ not press my
opponent much farcher, hulj ior the pr uw'rlt contept mysell with
a few additional observations on the subis

1 wiil not follow Evigilator in the uLLLJ.». of personal abuse,
Happily, my cause does not require it. and it w ould ill become
me to forget that truth, of which my inquiries into the expericuce
and practice of the Retreat have so olien reminded me,

— & HBoft specch
Is, to distemper’d wrath, medicinal.”

Evigilator has asserted, that, if other proof were wanted, my
own t’ill{llbutmu would be sufficient to justily his charges utuulnt
sne, but not willing to rest himself on this ground, he has pro-
llurul a quutaimn from the preface to the # Deseription of the
Retreat,” which he appears to think is econclusive evidence in
support of his assertions.—The quotation is irom page vii. and
is as folows: * If it should be thought to afford satisfactory
¢ evidence in favour of a more mild system of treatment than
“ has been generally adopted ; if it should also prove, which I
& flatter myself it will, the praeticability of introducing such a
“gystem into establishments for the insane poor, whose situation
“ has, in general, been too pitiable for words to t!"ﬂr‘rihv, I shall
* esteem mysell peculiarly |:|::|]1_|H. in this publication.’

Here we mvu:m[:h-l: ly at issue; and 1 readily eommit my-
self to the judmment of ihe pulnl-n whether the manner of iy
vindication, or the terms in whieh 1 have t"‘-’.i!l'l‘-i.ﬂt'tl. myself in
the quotation just mentioned, can jusily subject me to the charge
of :f:jr:m.r'rr" Gl wirticular .f}.-ah'm{rr}'.'

I will only say m regard 1o .m?;nf'l' that I have no person: a]
Interest whateyer Lo .llt!lll‘t‘ me to extol the Retreat, nor could I
derive the suallest possibie advantage from the depreciating
Tivigilator’s, or any other {4 -u1|'mw:|1tmnt and not having filled
any office in the isdtetion 1 have {Ii“ﬁl'_.ljlhli by which tlie
credit of its mapnazement could in any degree he ]rnpuh-d 0
myself, 1 had 1:'4Iw no opportunity to evince that modesty on
which Evigilator has so kindly complimenrted me.

That my own judgment in {avour of the mild methods used
at the Retreat may appear to have a warrantable foundation, [
sheali close this defence with an extract from an account lately
published of the Lunatic Asylum at kdinburgh, which, I wp
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nothovized to state, comes from the pen of Dr. Dunecan, sen.
who visited the Retreat in the year 1812, after having scen
mmt of the Institutions of a similar nature in Britain.

That the government of the insane requires a certain de-
;;rrw of restraint, both for the safety of the individual and of
others, no one can doubt; but very different opimiens have bheen
enit mm med with regard ln the utmost deeree of coercion which
is necessary in any case. Now, however, this point may be con-
sidered as in some degree btt[h‘d by experience; the frater-
nity denominated Quakers, have demonstrated, beyond contra-
diction, the very great advantage resulling {rom a mode of
treatment, in cases of insanity, much more mild than was before
introduced into almost any lunatic asylum either at home or
abroad.
¢ T'hat fraternity have established in the neighbourheed of the
ﬂ'ﬂ\,' of % {,"k? The Hetreat, as Ihv:,‘ term it, a ||ui1{|iir!|tr appro-
priated w deranged members of their own communily.  1In the
mapagement of this institution, they have set an example which
L-lu,m!-:. the imitation and deserves the thanks of every sect and
every nation.  Itor, without much hazard of contradiction from
those acquainted with the subject, it may be asserted, that the
Retreat at York, isat this moment the best regulated establish-
ment in Kurope, either for the recovery of i.!u' Irlmm' or ior
their comfort where they are in an incurable state.”
_ S. TUKE.
10¢h Mo. 13th, 1813,

l——ﬂﬂ{ﬁ;ﬂ‘j} e — ]

From the York Courant of Oct. 11.

York, Oct. 9, 1813.
Sir,

',H SERVING that in two letters ]d"f’]\ '[!ll]‘_]li,\_.hm"[ under the
signature of ¥vigt ilator, a charge 1s brous *hi H T mmnt the .E“.pm-
cian to the Q aakers’ IRetreat, of unprofe ssional conduct in civeu-
lating a hand-bill relative to a privat v’ stablishment of lis own, at
Clifton, it occurred to me that this chavge should be determined
b1 the -1-3[1-.1 of the Redic: al Profession in similar uhlcmr_';-;
1 therefore have ingunived whether any other pr: wvate Mstablish-
ments for Lunalics have been op ned by regular Professional
Men in this nel uhmu hood, and what was lm meihod H,[igjlj'g_g]
1 learn that a similar Istablishment was opened by two York
-}JH“HI{-.MH about ‘Twenty Years ago, and that it was annouycad
by Public Advertisement.

So far the example appears in favour of the Phy qi;-_‘mn to the
fwttm:_ But then it wust be conceded to Evigilaior, that ore
ei the Physiciaps alluded to, might possibly not he -.ﬂm.'cd to the
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appellation of a regular Practitioner ; as he had a few mnnﬂ.g
before advertised ImmgLI{ to be the Inventor of a new Parrative
Medicine, with the usual information to the pllhhr wiiere the
gwmum sort might be procured, and a caution against counter-
feits. KEwigilator may also be allowed to doubt how lar it wag
eorrect in thc other l’m, sician to torm a proiessional u:rmn"qmn
with the Inventor of the genuine Brazil Salts; or to lend his
name to an advertisement of a House for Lunaties, in which
appears the expression * gentle usage,”—another term for
¢ mild methods ;" which latter words are so offensive to Hvi-
gilator, that they occasioned his attack on the Clifton hand-
bili.

On the part of the Physician to the Retreat, it may therefore
be contended, that in this instance of an Establishment similae
to his own, the two Physicians had recourse to advertising.
Kvigilator, on the other hand, will expose the guacl

kery of the
Brazil salts, will deny the Iuventor to have been a regular
Practitioner, and will infer that the method ad lopted by the pre-
Bent phh:uan to the Retreat cannot be strictly pl'uiumuml
since it so nearly resembles that of the late physician to the
Asylum. After all, the public will judge between both.

Whether the “ House of Retirement” founded by means so
objectionable in the opinion of Kvigilator, still continues in ex-
istence, or whether like the Salts from Drazil, it fAes had its
day, 1 have not taken pains to inquire, since it is not material
to the purpose. ‘The document itself, which I shall now lay
betore your Readers, seems entitled to some notice in this con-
roversy.

I am, Sir, Your obedient Servant,
SPECTATOR.

(copy.)

HOUSE or RETIREMENT,
FOR PERSONS OF CONDITION ONLY.

A T'mwh. of character and respectability have finished and
farnished a zenteel iouse in the neighbourhood of the City of
York, for the recepiion of afew persons who may have the
misfortune to labour under a recent or continued deranzement
of mind. All the inconvenicnees complained of in hous s of
private confinement, will, in tis p]:tu,m_ carefully avoided ; and
the friends of the patients will have the satisfaction to see neat-
ness, cleanliness, and GENTLE USAGE, pro perly combined.
It is proposed that the patients shall be waited on ln. their own
ati IlrLLJH.‘J1 and. il required, may dine in their own apartments.
Th: terms will not be unreason :mlj extended ; and as separate
cilarges are alws ays INCoY nventent, a [;1|;:r1-;'|'1's payment will in-
dlude lodging, board, servants’ wages, tea, coal, candle, me-
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dicines, medical aitendance, and all other expenses, wine and
washing [-.‘-.I“'-l‘!“—-tﬁ[i.

Letiers explaining the age, state of mind, and continnance of
111.*.' |'i:'tl_|t!-i|}~. may be addressed to Dy, [lunfer or Dr. Becka'ith,
Physicians in Y ork, frem whem the friends of the putients wilk

FECEIVE EVErY NECESSArY ;'”J.-g,, wltion

From the York Chronicle of Oct, 14,

Mr. Emron, York, Oct. 13, 1818.

THE cause of adverfising is not vet abandoned, and the
Courant of Monday contains an expiring effort, to defend the
improprieties of the kving by disturbing the ashes of the dead.

On this occasion, it scems only necessary to remark, that
Evigilator is by no means responsible ior the actions of any ot/e#
man, whether lving or dead ; and that the arguments he lhas
advanced on the subject of adveriising, not only remain uneon-
groverted, but are, it is believed, inconirovertible

No one, 1 presume, will imagine with Specrator, that er-
amples of deviation fron: a }u'nfy.a.w'ru.'u'e’ rife, either destroy ihe
ex:stence of the rule itsell, or vender it less f-.;a.'n.iil.l.g on iie
members of the profession,

"T'he inconsistency and the impolicy of the writer whio labours
10 degrade the name, under tie aubory of which he is at the
samie time seeking to shelter hus cause, and the lwiecorum of
speaking tauntingly of one who is po more, are Poinis in Npecs
tutor’s letter 1o wlneli 1t is now, perhaps, unimportapt w Grasw the
attention of the publie, as they are doubudess, by ULS UIRE, abun-
dantly weary ol tie controversy

1 am, Sir, your obedient Servant,

OOsSERVATOR.

From the York Herald of Oct. 16.

Sir,
ALTHOUGH dical man, T have read with consider-
Al il x no TMECE il I . i
yondence that has lately occupied your

able attention, the corres s
treatment of insane persons. {e

pages, on (he subject of tae
me thie controversy appears, too much like many others,
consist only of charge and exculpation betneen the partes at
variance, when it ought to assume @ tRore Important 1 Lifl, 4%
having a relation to the interests oi- ine public at large. “ihe
R

proper management of Lunatlics 1s no mere 'privaie conpcern o}
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Messrs: Tuke and Beleombe, or of Evigilator and his associate
Dr. Brodum ;. but is closely connected with the weliare of
mc?et}', whether men are members of the ;.;‘_f-m*rul L"H;I"III]LII]-II}',
or belong particularly to the fraternity of Friends. What pro-
voked Evigilator at first to atiack the calm statements of the
writer who describes the Retreat, or the harmless advertise-
ment of the Plysician to that Institution. it is not easy to say :
but it seems as if he were conscious, that the readers of the work
just now referred to, would necessarily be led to compare the
Retreat with the Asylum, and to draw conclusions by no meaus
favourablé to the lattor.

Had his prudence been equal to his zeal, he would have al-
lowed his feelings to operate in silence. He has eontributed to
extend that comparison, which it would have been wise to pre-
vent ; and to draw the public attention to the state and treat-
ment of insane personsin general.  After entering the field of
controversy with so many formidable weapons, it seems cowardly
in Ivigilator to sound a reircat so early. IHe bhad expected
perhaps, like ancther modern warrior, to overawe and outflank
his adversary ai first onsct; but finding the friends of mildoess
and peace not only maintain their post, but show a strong corps
de reserve, he has deemed it prudent to march off the ground,
and to propose an armistice,

Steering clear of the conflict on both sides, I beg leave, in
behalf of myself and my fellow men, all of whom are liable to
that tremendous malady, which requires seelasion irom sociely, to
propose to Kvigilator the iollowing remarks and queries. In
answering them, he may as well lay aside bis mask, as the pub-
lic can no longer be deceived by his assumed signature, but are
well aware of his being fully qualified to give offictal inlormation
on the subject in question.

1. Having read the account of the Retreat soon after its pub-
lication, and feeling no such impression from it as that made on
the nind of ilvigilator, 1 teel curious to know what otier pas-
sages ik the bouk, besides that already quoted, struck him as
bearing upon tie Asyiuni in an invidious sense ?

2. After perusing in the same work the modes of coercion em-
ployed, the inquiry naturally snggested itself, What are the
modes used in the Asylum ? Aod to speak more definitively,
Ave the patients ever confined with chains? And if not, How
long has this practice been discarded ¢

‘3. The manner of receiving patients at first admission into
the Retreat, is described in p. 146. and (o other passages. May
1 inquire what is the mode of treating a newly arrived patient
at the Asylum >—\Whether they are shat up in a room of seclu-
sicn—or if any methods are employed oun the part of the keeper
or others (o intimidate the paticat ?
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oy e _ : ,
L gl 4. Are the general principles, in regard to the excitement of
Iy, 1|||“;""‘"- fear, the same as at the Retreat, or of a more violent Kind ?

i - 2472 - (kN : . ; ,

'u"mﬁ..‘ I:I' . III‘H 1"““""& i1 1_':{‘ ;‘l‘[“l'dg]' L}t :[[L:I' }"'._'H"} h\."\."“ '.:l'\.. SaLne l'i|1|"|_'|.l
Miegy iiﬁld-.‘h' degree of coercion employed in the Asylum, tuat is stated to be
I--_q.-.w' g, the case in the description of the Retreat?
L ¥ = | '
I"'{r!-c;_t.__’i-' 6. Query—What may be the average number of deaths in a
b O A year, month, or week ! And what may be the proximate cause
by E'JE-: of dissolution, generally stated ?

s

7. What are the powers and practices of Governors of the
woul |, Asylum, I regard to occasional inspection of the condition of

il T d w 5 n N 5
e the patients.r  And are Female Visiters ever appointed or per-

Wominka = A ; : ; . . ;
[ nt'""-' miited to inquire into the state of patients of their own sex ?
e b e ;
¢ g Evigilator, 1 have no doubt, can answer these gquestions

without considering himself called on like the Ghost in Hamlet,
“ to unlock the secrets of his prison-house,” or to produce the
terrific effects which that phantom’s disclosure might create.
I merely request him to remember this, that whatever he may
conceive, it is no private individual coneern which he has thus
boldly brought before the public bar; but a matter of general

g the el 4
ﬁr?ﬁ'i‘ij“.l:
! had l‘.'l}l?;i-%
e ind Iilft;,
iy of il

1i-|.'l."|::_ra|;, interest, and {hw}:h‘ in\'nl':]ug;., naot :rlll_'u.' the character of the

T i gl Institutios in qlhrsiiun, but the comfort, cure, and wellare of
pumerous individuals, obnoxious to the awlul visitation of

beg leave 3 Mental Malady.

are lishl: 4 I am, Sir, yours, &ec. pieoid

o sogiedy, CIVISs.

quenes. s R o ] o —

4 the =!IL':-

S, e From the York Courant of Oct. 18.

[ informstan

ahte it pob LRy 1 ,
{hat maie o THE Office of a Reformer is not only one of the most

thankless, but in some cases, one of .the most hopeless. The
hopeless instances are those, in which the parties requiring -{l"
formation, are powerful and atiluent, and strongly entrenched
behind preseriptive usages and official forms. A man ol a

ol odler pe
jruck him

' et public and generous spirit, however, will not be deterred by
fhat are ™ the ;ti:pnnruli(ru of such obstacles; from attempting to improve
defiotneh Institutional arrangements, and meliorate the condition ol
i ook, 1 certain classes of men. I know no deseription of Institutions,
which is looked on with more general jealousy, tian those set
i 1 apart for the reception of insane persons, whether on a public
Tl-n-ﬁ.. W or private plan.
_lﬂi& : It has long and frequently been suggested, that every esta-
'{lf!ﬁ'& blishment of this nature should be m-rusl.ull:dl}' ali.-spw.l‘.h'.nl_,
mﬂckqﬂ without notice given, by one or more _Hug‘lsﬂr;m-s,l J lll-!itll'l'.h,
f or Clergvmen, appointed for this end, in order to check, and

as faras possible prevent those abuses, which too readily occur

C

e e A N _ e el e E———
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in the management of the unhappy patients; paetly arising frori
the z-:up'lm:-im-‘: secrecy, with which Hll‘t']lri'll.!'l.!l'ii"b' are committed ;
partly from the incapacity of the patients to give due and
credible information of them ; and partly from the imagined ne-
cessity of unkind usage, as gecasioned by the ircegular conduct
of the Lainatic.

Without presaming to act the part of a Luther in the Pope-
dom of Tn:«-‘.mlli}', ar to vu:-]'..t;ﬂ the benevolent zeal of Floward in
exploring prisons of a different kind, 1 beg leave {-niu-]ng.n!ww
before the |ﬁ|h|ir attention, some observations made by a Worthy
Fndividualk of tlris City, abeut four years ago, on the state of
the Lunutic Asylum of York. [ think it must appear to any
one whe candidly peruses them, that this Institution has been
greatly perverted lrom its original destination, as is manifest
from the following abridged statement .—

1. That it was origiwally limited to the reception of Poor
Lunatics, whe had no other suppert © but what a needy pareat
gould bestow, or a thrifty parish eilicer provide.”

2 'That these Poor Lunatics were to be rveceived from the
County of ¥York only.

3. That theugh an opening was left for the admission of
patients. tn moderate civeumstonces, the latter were not in-
tended to be adinitted to the exclusion of mere needy and
helpless applicants.

4. Phe funds intended for the rclief of indigent patients,
were appropriated to the extension of the Buildings: and yet
these Buiklings when completed, were fitted up for the re-
ception of afflueint I.rrr:f:'fulﬁx.

5. These afllaent patients were brought, not from different
parts of ¥Forkskire owly, bt from all quarters of the kinerdom §
thus making the Asylum of York a receptacle for knsane per-
sons from every County in Britain, instead of limiing it to our
ewn extensive County.

6. & propesal made in the year 1778, that the Phvsician’s
Fees, from the numbher of opulent inmates, shouhl be commmuted
far, |t}* a fixed salary of £200 a vear, was. not '.l:in'[slvd-- thus
rendering it the interest of the Physiciaw to exclude indigent
Faunaties, and to receiwe aflluent ones.

7. A Fund for the maintenance of Posr Patients.only, called
Eupton™s Fund, which was to accumulate till the Archbishop
of York for the time being, sheuhl thmk it considerable envugh
to be brenght into wse, remained, in 18090, suspended on that
determination. Lts Annual Focomne then was understood to be
L1170 a year. Tle Govemnors, it seems, have never encowraged
this Funud as «a fody, and very lew of them have assisted 1%
individually, and the subseribers to it to the amonnt of £20 or
npwards, (the sum requisite te constitute a {_iu'n.l_'l'llﬂl.'j‘ Wl
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goted to be ineligible in that capacity, on the assumption of
their having subscribed not generally, bt for a limited purpose.

8. The proportion of indigent patients admitted into the
Asylum, was computed in 1809 to be One Ninth of the whole,
whicli proves how completely the oviginal intention of the In-
stitution has been departed from. ?

The Author of the Observations judiciously suggesis,

1. Fhat Subscriptions should be solicited for an extensiom
of Lupton’s Fund.

2. A speedy ov gradual diminntion of afffuent patients.

3. That the Asylum should become the subject of mutual
arrangement between the Governors and the Magistrates of
the County.

4. That the House should have the benefit of an enlarged
medical attendance, as in the ease of the County l]q’_}ﬁiji'l;ll? and
lie also infers, from the feturns made to the House of Commons,
that the Asylum, even on its present {*n]:u-gnd scale, would
H(".u'{-{*l}' be' fooud ;i[h*rpi:ltu* to the !t'l.:f:ulﬂ:luu ol the Lunatic
Parish Paupers of this County alone.

Now 1 beg leave to inquire, whether this Gentleman's sug-
gestions, which evidently have no other object in view, tham
the restoration of the Asylum to its original purpose, and the
procuring of accommodation and medical aid to the Insane
Poor, have ever received suflicient attention 7—also, whose
province and doty it is, to examine into and rectify these
things ?

When we advert to the facts above stated, there appear sub-
stantial reasons why LEvigilator should stand forth as the
Champion of the York Asylum; but if he will look into the
Domestic and pecuniary Economy, as well as into the official
management and inspection of its rival, * the Retreat,” he will
probably find, that there is there one main and sole object in
view ; namely, the comfort and recovery of the Fatients of all
conditions, without any reférence to the emoluments of private
illili‘-'i(lllil!:i,

Some persons may think the controversy on this subject has
heen unduly extended. I am by no means ol this opinion.
At any rate we all know who started it. But the trath is, that
if the public attention, too often attracted by trifles, can be
thoronghly drawn to the condition and treatment of a 1:11"2;9,
and 1 fear an increasing portion of their fellow creatures, mm-
mured in Hospitals of this deseription, 'I.'[?!-illl.f::i might follow,
which, however thev would baffle the designs ol the mercenary,
would gladden the heart of the |1l'|i14mlhmpils-:1, :m{'l_f'ﬁ'm:t an
important revelution in the circwmstances of the victims of
Tusanity.

Iam, &e. LV
TROPHIMUS.




206 LOLLECTION OF PAPERS RESPECTING

From the York Chronicle of Oct. 21.

e asa

York, Oct. 20, 1813

TH I double controversy which has 1'.11*'11,' occupied a portion
of your columns, appeare «d to have drawn to a close, and there
e[ut not seem to be any suflicient reason for ¢ t:lm'lliil:lil!" fo ob-
trude it on the notice of the public. A person, however, with
the signature of Civis, hashad the modestassurance to ]~ru=~'s':st
himself on the stage, and in the language and authoritative
tone of a ﬁ{']ltl[hllllil:‘[L'!‘1 to catechise the ].}il}m{ 1an to 1|1t‘ York
Lunatic "rﬂ']mn rr-a:]u-t't'tucl' the management and internal eco-
nomy of that Establishment—the method of treating the pa-
tients—the comduet of the Governor s, &e. &,

Mg. Eprror,

Anather writer calling himselt Troruints, has also entered
the arena, iu‘{ll'c-:-::-c.ih:' to be infHuenced h'n. 1|.]-mt{=:s sted philan-
thropy, but evidently impelled by the same motives with his
]!!1!~|=‘_:.{I[I5ﬁ'h!.a

Though the extreme presumptien and folly of these persons
in attacking a public body, for the purpose of i injuring and un-
dermining a Jn'ia';n » individual, are toe glaring and apparent
to require pointing out, and might, perhaps, be most properly
left to the contempt to which they are so justly entitled ;. yet,
as a Governor of the Asylum, and for the suke of 1111[!1:-~us|u~'
the publie, I shall so far nofice their malignant and slanderous
insinuations, as to assert that they ave perfectly and utteriy
falie.

If the writers are actuated by henest meotives,
shooting their poisoned arvows In the dark, it is evidently their
l'“'l_t'l. o Ccommne I["I Wi 'Iii “‘!‘ fI'i-!'F oL e _II'I‘INUH'\i L'IH-.L rt[?'ﬁE' |}"|, {"lut
I.Ll."tll'_J "|".-|].L1_ 'E_I'li,"l. !1["”" il 1[{"51 L0 l]l-.lrh'lii ['i |.||"‘-Ilt-“||[]'“||. i DWW

call upon them to do 50, and i conlident! ly assure them, that if

they will woduce a specific charge, at a meeting of the Go-
| b

vernors, either of cruelty, violence . ]:;tl".-:i!lH‘.‘.-i:-._. Unilecessary
coercion, or improper treatment of any sort kKind, or
éren Fm,: J'f*jfr;; e them any just t,rrw:,: d for bels r*fu_r; that such
practices exist in the ."b.:-x}hun, the Governors will institute a
striet inquiry 3 o all the ["il'L'ﬂ:'.JHi:‘.i;:‘--:a carnected with the
charge, and if it be proved, will not enly redress the grievance,
but will degrade or dismiss any ofiicer or seryant
have betrayed his trust,
tor his observance.

Wiy Inhid "|
aud broken the strict rules laid dowmn
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refuse to ;l{L].‘!I‘L themselves, they will stand fully convicted of
dhe basest con .fr.r.ar['r.ﬂ and the most a;..ml'.jl,'J:r.fuf_fm'.w-:’;r_rrad'.
I am, Sir, your obedient servant.

A GOVERNOR OF THE ASYLUM.

B o
From the York Chironiele of Oct. 21.
Sin, Yeork, Oct. 20, 1813.

THE 1.:'Hvr.=a_uf' Civis and Troruivus are evidently written
10 -I:I]':t rafe a dia I"E'!"-Iln:lj 10 favour of the i_JE';_:,[L'“ ;|]'11]1;-----..u} 1-;::¢1(-{»_
the recollection of their late signal defeat—and to ;'L_-'u'l-n:_r:c the
vanquished, by attacking the viétor on fresh ground.

The angry tone of mortification, and the artiul stratagem of
changing the ground of controversy, would seem to point out
that the new combatanis are not :I;nr'h' unconnected with the
pl'a*t'F‘ptiits: :31:-&;1“'[1‘1-:‘; there are, however, no certain means of
deciding, whether they arve fresh volunteers in the cause of
mischief, or belong to the old corps ol Sappers and Miners.

Bat whether they belong to the above, or to a well-known
regiment of Gluards, their onset gives every assurance that
they will tollew the example of their predeeessor Spectator,
who, s it will be recollected, brought disgrace upon the cause
he was secking to support ; the stigma he endeavoured to afiix
npen the memory of another, speedily recoiling ou his own
head,

“ Thus Lhe small jet, which-hasty hands unlock,
“ Spirts in the Gard'ners eyes, whe turns the cock.”

Some difference of sentiment, however, is said te prevail
upon this point, and many are of opinion that the Governors
of thie Asylum, on attentively perusing their lefters, will vote
themselves perfectly incompetent to manage the concerns of
that Institution, and place it under the direction oi .M essrs.
Trophimus and Civis.

Oue of these eloquent authors, himself writing under an as-
Enmed title, and who |n'n!'m-:.-i[-e-'- to have read the correspondence
with considerable aftention, calls upon Ewiciaren fo take off
his mask, and also inferms him that his opponents have not
ouly maintained their post, but have shown so strong a * corps
de reserve, as to have fairly driven him out of the field. On
these remarks I sefrain from any comments, as poor Civis has
tirown out an intimation that he is himselt subject to visitations
of the maludy on which he is writing ; ‘and 1 am certain the
}I]ni;li-:r will make every allowance tor the melancholy state of
fatuity to which it has reduced him.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,

IRRISOR.

T —— e e o —— T N S T S T ——
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From the York Herald of Oct. 23.

IT really appears time to bring the long protracted contrg.
Versy, un“p.ph raised }n lvigrilator, to a umtlu-wluli which, ae
he declines .m‘-muulﬂ the Queries pnlpn'-.r'il by Civis, there
seems no use in continuing, His evasion of these f.}mn[---
and the attempt, h:, a Governor of the Asylum, to convert
them into insinuations and charges, may suit his eause better
than they will satisfy the public mind.  Private imi'llrl-ntmu-m_
is not the subject of these Queries, and therefore the Go-
vernor’s challenge is misapplied. It is to the system which is
gupposed to be less mild than that which 1s practised at the
R treat, that the Queries of Civis relate, and not to any par-
ticular case,

Both the Governor and Irrisor assame a high tone, which
Ih(-} may consider as the best disguise of a bad cause. Likea
modern warrior of declining )‘mm— they claim victory where
others consider them defeated. Their self- "‘I‘.lhlhilulh will
add nothing either to their own credit, or that of their cause,
The f{%\lum has heen wresied from its original design ; the
poor are in a great measure excluded ; and llw II!thlltlUH it
18 understood, is committed to the care of a Physician E‘:I]li
Al,mthm;ln, mthuut the interference of any mmuuuw ar Vi-
siters in the internal management, Thus instead of being a
publlL chaxity, it has become a source of private emolument,
and ¥ hine illz lachryms.”

Let the Governors of the Asylum turn their attention to this
important subjeet, and serionsly consider whether they are
-if-hﬂ“‘ the part of rood Stew: n{h of the trust re pt}'-um] ]3] lhl'm
It is to them only that the Public can look for a Reformation,
and without their interference all altercation is fruitless.

NON-IRRISOR,
D 0 CEL S Y
From the York Herald of Oct. 30.

Sir,

T was not much surprised, eon receiving your Jast paper, to
find, that Evigilator had ;ud"‘: o« i
answer to the lm.'- Queries, which on a lermer occasion 1 tooR
the liberty to put to him, e is not accustomed to be so elosely
interrogated, especially on subjects so vital. 1t secms, how-
cver, I“ has retired from the contest, and is now only anxious
1o muul the inquisitorial battery that is opened ag ainst hiw,
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llw irvl'n_:a!:l:- manner of the © Governor,” certainly betrays
considerable soreness; he writes like one, whose whole a uthu:'ii!,.'
is at stake, and with so great an unruliness of temper, as te
force from one the melancholy exclamation, would that men
mighit l‘-‘i‘ﬂ'!_l to govern themseloes. e is, however, quite un-
warranted in speaking of charges of mal-treatment, none of
which I have ever masde, nor indeed would it be easy, as he
very well knows, for a stranger te make them, from the guarded
seerecy observed at the Asylum. It is not, however, to this
point, that my Queries were chielly directed ; it is to the general
system of management, which has something exclusive and
]I1U1|1‘-']H1“?-i'i'l_hl' an it, both as it respects the :h“i:‘rii:!iurl of Pa-
tients admitted, and the perinission of the public inspection.

I sincerely wish that my Queries had been replied to, for the
following reason, inter alia, because 1 apprehend, there is no
Institution of the Kind in Britain, besides the York Asylum,
where there is apparently, so little guard against the serious
abuses to which all such Institutions are liable, both as it re
gards the economy of the funds, and the comlort of the in-
mates. I could produce regulations, whichy, if acted upon, are,
on these heads, completely satisfactory—It will be sufiicient
here to quote respecting one of these, that independently of
other judicious arrangements, it 1s appointed, “ that a House
Commitiee, should meet weekly, or oftener, if necessary, and
hie authorized to admit or dischargé patients, to determine the
amount of weekly payments, dematidable from the respective
patients—to superintend the condition of the house and fur-
niture—to liive, dismiss, and poy the assistants and menial
servants—to inspect, and allow or reject weekly bills—to pay
all demands, not exceeding ten peunds, which cannot be re-
serveidl for the consideration of the guarterly meetings—to en-
force the ohservance of the rules and orders—to hear and de-
cide E,‘rHH'JiU.f.f“'nh.'---—.fu correct abuses—and 1o transact such in-
cidental and ordinary business as may elaim immediate at-
tention.” Now I beg leave to ask the Governer, whether any
similar regulation exists in the Asylum F—and 1 :l.In:.I.f ‘nlh‘lhll'.’r‘
I have not i]]‘(]thi{'[fd just grounds for Hll"”'ii'ii'f_i.f-’.': IIE not * for
believing, that improper practices” may * exist in that esta-
blishment,” ' i

Some barrier nzaingt abuses is provided in many institutions,
by the :lppniulﬂu'-ﬂi. of seyeral medical attendants; but "'"'ll”'“"
an establishment is undep the sole management of one Plhy-
sician empowered to take fees of the affluent, !m:llirrluhrtl :!ml
unvisited, and not subjected to the fegal i'l"-’,'“'i“f"“-"‘ respecting
Private mad-houses, is it not prohable that "”1“‘”’5“.”'*!.“"3: e
care of the Legislature to prevent frauds :lllllii cruelties i such
places, the York Lunatic ,hj.'lmn_ilsrli lu-_n_n'..‘;e a8 i I""f;’r_’_f' ;“"
stitution, exempted {rom the restrictions ol those _'1_.1.;[.-'»1(}1 Piir-
liament which apply to private mad-houses, muy in felere at

¢4




PS—————

30 COLLECTION OF PAPERS RESPECTING

least, if not now, become liable to mal-practices ; and when we
consider the areat proporiion ol affluent patients said to be ac-
Comm UIL:it'il in the 1L‘-"-|l|i!1-. we are almost j ustitied in de "-u"'.;—
nating \t'I:m institution, as was long ago done ]H L learned Pr e-
centor,—* The Ln!mlu Hotel for persous of :mul]uuu only.”

In making these and similar remarks and inquiries, 1 deli-
berately declare that 1 am not actuate d by a HIHI it of imper-
tinent curiosity, still less by a malignant disposition, as the Go-
Vernor {[Hnﬂ;l]h SUppeses. I do it from a conviction that
something 18 due to the public and to former subscribers, on the
score of information respecting the management of tire Asylum,
and the treatment of the insane, and that it wonld no way de-
teriorate the interests of that Institution, if some explicit com-
munication were made, not merely in answer to my own
i.hll[-—-ﬂtjﬂ'h but those of Trophimns, of whom no other notice
has been taken, except an insinuation respecting his motives,
but who has plainly felt, nearly as 1 do, on this llﬁpcnhmt
subject.

Notwithstanding the intimation of Non-Irrisor that it is time
to bring the controversy to a close, I cannot fee | satisfied with-
out ]:|._”“u these L{]'I'Il.l.]r-. to the puh'u, but if it should be
thought necessary to repeat the appeal which has now been
maide 1o the |_'|1-1ui and humanity ol the Governors of the Asy-
lum, or to u:w any further nnmnulu 1 |n11u11|1w Ils manage-
ment, it may p ;Ls!-ml;h be best done through some other medium
than the columns of a newspaper.

I shall therefore, Mr Editor, take my leave of you for the
present, trusting that the impression which the puhh:' mind has
received will not subside, until the objects for which it has
been excited, be fully effected.

CIVI=s.
——-——_{ﬂ.-éﬂm—ﬁ—-

From the York Chronicle of Nov.

* Wee Deus inversit nihi dignuz vindice noduos inciderit.”’
HORACE.
¢ Norleta God in person stand display'd,

b L uless the Hkisky S0rife W mand bis ad.” FRAXCIS.

Alr. Koitor,

L.EST you should imagine that * the w [Hﬂi' war’® which
gtill continues to race with unabated fu ry b tween Messieurs
the two sons of Asculapius and their adhierents, will be inter-
minable, I take up my pen to inform you and all other peace-
able apd well-disposed persons, that there will shortly be a

gessation ol hostilities ; and that each individual Hero of the
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_‘:?i=|*.]:,".:.‘! p(}1q{1i1-tfr1ﬁ_ hzm_tllr-é 1;I|1..in_i_;‘ ;1?-'&41:* his Catamarans, his Bombs, his
IE':"I-in,j_.f' Shells, and his I?I'.[IFL'TI;]-'G!H:]!:\G, will return to his Simples, his
J'.l”ﬂ:ﬁlpll Cl!:l:silnlliltll-“-. and his Preseriptions.—The manaer in which this
|:IL..é{-.I-.',.:I:- “ devoutly to be wished for” pacification wil be ellected, may

perhaps raise the doubts of the seeptical ; 4 will, however, tell

LY it Jou anon, first taking: 511*|.'|n§hﬁillh to observe, that the pend-
5 I

"Jh.a‘guﬁ'# ing controversy |-. of far greater moment to us all, than may
? Bl osiibly be imagined by many, since aceording to our im-
Aty moral Bard, we men of England are all mad! Tlas too, the
_l",‘t'M:;u_ aforesaid sceptical folk may allect 1o deny; but for my part,
i E"["l"”.‘;-l. when I look abroad in the world and note the {!nlmpi:“{inu of
0 Wy, the tines, and see how we mortals are all engaged, 1 am vastly’
explict gy inclinad to give full credence to the inspiration of Shakespear’s
0 By g geniug, and to think with Lim that in very truth we are all
ot p mad.
-T_h‘nfﬁ 5 Witk this view then, of men and things, you will readily be-
bis Impry lieve, Iir. kiditor, that I have regarded with no little interest,
the pasing controversy respecting tlie treatment of us poor
that it s anforturate maniacs. In fact, so nearly and so deeply has the
alisfied wid matter afected me, that it has engaged my every thought and
it should & attention—so much so, that meditating the other evening on
o e the subjeet, 1 fell into a profound reverie, which somewhat

oddly, thaigh most happily, terminated in the jollowing vision

jof the Ao :
: or waking dream :—

18 g

ther medics ¢ Methought I stood upen the near shove of the Stygian Lake,
observant ol the motley erew whom old Chavon was busily em-

o for e pluyvt‘! in trinsporting to t!f:-ir Im-e,:jm-t hiomes. A 511{-}1‘11 L‘l:Hi\‘;L!.i:

A ini from his labours being afforded the old man, he was gladly

availing himself of the opportunity to rest upon his oars ; but
the pause wasmomentary, for just as he was beginning to nod,
Vi a stentorian veice from the distant shore, in accents of thunder,
CIV: exclaimed, “ 0ld Charon, tack about, ply hitherward thine
oar. and land 1s three on the slippery shores of yonder world ;”

astounded and ndignant at the strange demand, the surly ve-

teran, with intinations of deepest rage thus replied, * And

b who are ye, rebdlious, that thus with insulting mockery, beard
the [";1'[1*.;', and seek to return whither no soul €'er returned
before—and what your purpose 7 And now ith direful sounds,
- that shook the wide extended shores, and in one eddying maze

vhich it b *

s whirled the blackesed waters, was Charon answ t‘l‘t'i!‘, gt i:_u-u;n:-i.-}lu
i brute! Kknowest thou not the voice ot _-1-35:-1|i::|,:i|m ? We, with
our premiers, Hippoerates and Galen, to earth are bound—to
old Brieantium, there, as arbitrators, to settle and to adjust a
i dire aflray of late ansen among our degenerate sons.”
wr ‘hl ' Tlis hearing and not daring to question the stern mlnnn:uuh
o M= the trembling boatman quick oheyed, wnd “{_ﬁl tull 11”_1'.'“.*- and
.iI”i'”E"E main applying himseli to his oars, in a trice 1i.1.~';t!.r1::~;*.r{*ni in the
J1|Iff|w: murky distznce. Shortly I saw him l'l..‘[llljllltlg‘h‘ﬂli_h_ﬂll‘ﬁ?gl‘i-.l\’ﬂ
=h“"i!ﬁj-; and reverend persobages ol beard, attired in suits of laced
flen®
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Pompadour with full bottomed wigs and constellation-headed
eanes. By way of Kpisode ] should here observe, that at thijs
time 1 heard another person in a minor key, calling out to
Charon to be taken in and landed with the three Doctors m
mother earth. From tlie yea and nay peculiarity of the dialect
ol this lourth personage, 1 conjectured hiin to be no other than
the redoubted William Penn, of quaking notoriety, and his
errand, I trow, was sharply {0 have rebuked those of his lis-
putatious descendants whe had engaged in the morta) frag of
the Doetors.  Old Charon however, flatly refused compliince
with his request, and with a sneer observed, “ Thou savest me
not a sous for thy passage irom earth, stay where thou ert, I
wot there be noise enough without thee !

As the boat approached this terrestrial globe, T coull dis-
tinctly hear the words “ Advertize!” ¢ Hand-hill 11 ¢ De,
grading ! 1" pronounced in a tone of indignation byone of
the trio, whom I fancied to be HEsculapius himself, from the
decisive manner in which he spoke.—After a short paunse [
heard from another voice—hut in the chastened and subdued
accents of eonscious inferiority, the terms ¢ peculiar circum-
staneces”—* Difference”—Non Compos”~— Other Palients'—
To this, however, the first speaker seemed in no-wise to assent,
for in a still more indiguant apd decisive tone he said,
“ Brother, no circnmstances can Ju.wlil'j.' Pl Lk

These detached fragments were all 1 heard, for net a syllable
could I for the life o’me eatch about * Haprsh Measures,” op
“ Mild Methods,” though in truth, these were the points con-
cerning which 1 was most fain to have had some intelligence ;
nor could 1 gather that the third personage aklsolutely said
any thing, though from certain courteous hums nd haas, that
he mumbled forth, it appeared to me that he climed in with
Aiseulapius.”

And here abruptly closed my vision, in the aceomplishment
of which, Mr. Editor, I would haye you to know, that not only
1, but all the old women of my acquaintance have full confi-
dence, especially as it fell upon my entranced brain

“ In deep of night when Dreams they say are true.”

By the by, I had almost forgotten to meation that as my
dream did not hold ont till the sacred trio had fanded, it 1s not
in my power to inform you how they will travel—Whether as
aeronauts, or in a chase and iour, “or how etherwise = buat this
You may rely on, that ere long they will make their appearance
either at Micklegate, or Bootham-Bar, the two principal Roman
entrances to your once tar famed City, now again abeut to be

brought inte note, nay to be immortalized l:-]."" The Battle of

tlie Doctors.”

But, Mr. Editor, tis time to have done, as T mean this letter
to be a sori ol herald or precurser, to anmounce the coming of
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il ihe mighty Trio, and as I expect them anon, there is no time
iy, to furbish up my narrative ; so-you must eyen take it as it will

oy 3 : !y z
I""_”"JI.‘rg,,i,]I he found, a p}:m! homespun matter of fuct statement—without
.‘DHL.,@L_‘ any of your Kickshaws of rhetoric, whick, us saint Cobbett has
!‘“'T“w& it, are only meant to gull and to deceive.- ~Vith cordial con-
fie, gm!‘ g‘:‘,Liu!utimlﬁ at the coming Peace,
mltﬂ-\ I am, &e.

kL MISO-EMPIRICUS
mm |I-- &L FE . Y
|.';'| . v
["DUE;F. P. 8. May we not have an Tlluminpation when the Doctors
iy . 2l X :
fhoy 3 | shall have shaken HMands, and defipitiye articles of Peace be
sigued ¢

I coull & Yurk, October 18, 1813,
illle <

- o S o T Wo—
il F:"'E'E-_'
:ll’ t'r::i From the York Chronicle of Nov. 4.
HIOT, Mk

[*=% |
104 Rl : e
wlisring. Mr. Enitor,
¥ Pl TilE Creature in the Herald who styles himself a Friend
Vise 0 i, fo Harsh Measures, should be informed that there is no such
on be il | Being' in existence as a mad Papist. The rest of his para-
. : oraph concerns me not, the’ I canuot help apprehending that
ol 4 sl il be and the other paper warriors don’t take care of themselves,
|ﬂ5nr;'"'| ihe little Black Gentleman with an odd Name will soon have
s t ' hold of them, ;
||'l:u]|!r!l. o Sir, Yours,
[ {0 [ E 5
iolately vl A NON-DESCRIPT.
J homs, il
iped 1 K2

Gt From the York Chronicle of Nov. 11,
ﬂﬁrl- E'i_"
haf pot ] e a A Sy T
o foll ook YORK LUNATIC ASYLUM.

I
& IN consequence of the Reports which have been eirculated,
i ol and the Accugations wi;E.:-'IL_ have been Iltiiﬂh-‘ i‘i‘.'::'“-“! the York
g e Lunatic Asvlum, I think it right to apprise the Public, that the
'ﬂ_L'Lﬁ next [,}lh‘-l'{t‘r'}' Court, or Meeting ol 1flrft {;{!‘H.‘I'!IUI‘S; will be
[Vhe ';: held at the Asylam, an Thursday the =econd of December, at
i#; bﬂf[:; Twelve ”-{:1“.\_!;1 ;”H| if any [L_:.--_;m::-.' whalsoever, have '=1I|3 t1|ing
ﬂﬂ’rﬁ'; to allexe against the manazement or treatment n.l" l'n'v Pa-
?;}Hﬁf# tients. they are requested t9 tuke that opportunity of bringing
oot ¥ forward their charges, : Yad
o Dot B CHARLES BEST,
Puysician to the Asylum.
!Ihi‘wﬁ York, Nov. 10, 1514.
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i I 5 From the York Chronicle of Now. 18.

HONESTUS presents his compliments to Fvigilafor, and

will be oblized to him to sav under what desc ||F1T|r.1 of mili-

tary apparatus tlie Advertisement sighted by the Physictan to

- the Asylum is to be elassed F—W hether it be intended to act
i/ as Bomb, or Hne, Calanarar, or ;f'm-lp,;g“u g

But perbaps Evigifutor may consider this method which the

]'111..\11 ian to the "h-ﬂ. lum has taken of Adverti .u}r)r ,r..unw.f a5

onlv a Ruse de Guerre—or that m«.:l:”,”nn the nni:ir mode of
bes. aj_:;.r;.:firt;; adopted by Brodum, he is trying his skill at a
e coup de main.

Honestus would 1 'tlilllf'-ﬂet Fvigilator to recommend to his
friend, if he is really serious, to call & speo ial meeting of the
Subseribers to the .'mjf.!'wu, II:'I'iI. Luplon’s fund, for the pur pose
of taking into consideration, not the misconduct or in l.LIvu_.un
of the .P.H‘rlfﬂr L, but the U}f..l|: llllllldl tical 1|t|_||1, of his ,q[.mup-n
proper attention 1o 150 Patients : not to accuse iim of takin iy
exorbitant fr*n troin the ]’HL“'Hm but to discuss the “l.lll."l“‘
imlllupm*h of his h:-'lu; allowed to take it if ,h. ¥, NOT Lo Cen-
gure the individual behaviour of the Servants, nor mercly to
inguirve into the infernal ECOROMY Of tic » House, but to recon-
sider the general mode of manageme uf. the gross misappli-
cation of the fqtir J!'w and the Jnluhl[m ol the oirrgiN AL desi: &
of the Subscribe I's, in conve Fring that which should have been
an Asylum tfor the Poor, into an HHotel lor the Rich.

; As Fri Ufr: afor 1s such a sworn e nemy to e;rr.r.rrr,ﬁ:”fr he n“n.-'
S also prevail npon his friernd to throw open the Apothecary’s
™ shop, that a |h-1 inguiry may he made whether iss:- J.lr;:-.f.'.'r.:-:h'
: Of [lS PREDECES&EOR n yw exist there ; or if in the rage for strict
rezularity, the patients have been al.:-E rived of these invaluable
blessings, confided, it is understood, with so much care. by the
ITnventar to his Pup:!'.-—-'i'r: se, and many other ¢ --_m'q 3 1y
be discussed at this » pecial m .!'n-f no doubt much to 1JLL~
tisiactuon of the 1“aa+.-n.m11 Lo the A-.,lulu

= g

e e — = e
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From the York Chronicle of Nov. 18

EVIGILA I{H'{ appears determined not to meet hl- oppo-
nents on their own ::mmel He at first appealed to the public,
on the subject of the York As sylum ; but he now finds it more
convenient to retire to hig c-'n.lui and magpanimously dares
any one to fight him within his own walls.” In vour last paper,
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I'lll lIi"IT':”.-'Fl.I'u "l”‘.l]' Hls own 1;“'" |'|“ e, ]"t! ‘.hﬂ.”l “u“'u‘ .-1“1'_ Oe tn

pr ”5““ chiarges obmismanagement or maltreatiment of the pa-—

tients, at tihe next Quurterly Court, to be held at the Asylum
on the 2d of ecember. =

Flus s certainly a manweuvre worthy of a General so well
versed in milidary tactics. He knows ve ry well that the fn-
stitution has not been publicly and {‘\iJH'-:HL\ charged with

u..n[lt.,ml”‘ the |.!!IJL‘lIlH and tivat even on the ‘-ul.t]‘ri:ll'._ﬁﬂl[}tl. of
this being [Iw case, it would be almost imy possible lor any one

out of the l:uuh':-, to bring home the :u._uﬂ“d,, with. incoutro-
vertiole evidence.

Tne real subjects of tmuphnnt are, briefly, ﬂmt the Insti-
tution he i": been FI-.‘] verted from its U””’Ilhll ”;L,_ “1“].” : that the

weans of preve nting, dete ctng, and correc ting abuses, which
ari l.umnind in most other similar establisiune nis, are Jmttuuml.
prumim. lor in ti ¢ present economy ol the York '!n'l,lum and
that a greater degree ol responsibility is vested in the Phy-
siclan, than Lul-"hi. to be lt'puwﬂ in any man, however Lmuuuh
able.

Liet not, therefore, the Governors be misled from the real
subject ol lnn*r-«ht.’,utum, but let them revert to the first prin-
ciples of their Institution: let them restore it to its original
faoundation: let them establish rules and repulations for the
prevention of abuses, similar to those which are generally pro-
vided in such establishments. Then, and not tl then; the sus-
picions of the public will vanish ; and a confidence will be felt,
that, il’ any cascs ol mismanagement or improper treatment
shiould occur, they will be d. 1mlw{ be considered with im-
partiality, and be decided upon with a due regard to justice,
humanity, and the real interests of the Institution.

I remain, &c.

MONITOR.

It will he observed, that the charges azainst the Asylum in the previous
papers are chiefly presumplive: Lhe means of prevenling and detecting
abuses were said not tobe provided, and therefore 1t was at least hizhly
probable that abuses did exist. 'Fhe general impression on the pubiic
urind for m: iy years past, confirmed this presumplion ; such, howerer, 18
the difficulty of sebstantiating particular eharges af ill treatment of lu=
natics, and the veluciance which is generaliy fe 1t Lo expose the instances of
this disense. that there seemed but kitle prebability ::l! the Doctor’s chal-
lenge to preduce allegations against the treatment of the palients on the

D . -. » Emll P ey [
2d of December being accepted.— Al Lhis juncture, the following stalemend

appeared in the York Herald.
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From the York I Ferald of Nov: 27,

—

Mr. Eorron,

THE following statement would have appeared in thd
Courant of November 8, if the Editor had nof shown it before
it was publighed; withont my knowledze, to Pr. Best; whoe
came over to me at Poncaster, on Noveniber 6. b1 was 1=
duced to suwspewd ite ]mh!i{-;n.iﬂrn tilf this time on the Buoctor’s
request, and oii his promising (o publish the Advertisement
which appeared in tiie Papers, calling a Meeting ol the Go-
vernors on December 2.

When T firet wrote the statement for the press, I had never
goen the letters which have lately been published in the ¥ork
Papers respecting the Asylam; mor did I know tlre name of
any one of thre Governors or Persons comnected with the bn-
stitution ; but | did not think it proper to conceal tire facts
puhll[:l].-‘ sworn to before me ; more [J-rn‘i'lrﬁlml}' az Vicars was
ordered by me to be sent teo the Asylum against his friends’
consent, whe were afruid that he should receive il usage there.
1 examined W. Viears, in company with a {riend, on the 5th of
November, and in consceuence of a statement given to me by
Dr. Best, I examined his bady very carveiuliy again on the Sth:
he appeared at that time to have a great many yellowish black
marks upon kim, which had it not been lor the statement of the
Poctor, I should not have had the least doubt were the ellects
of bruises. Whenever I have seen him he s been perfectly
quiet, exeept in the case of the assanlt on the old woniun, whe
had given him very great provocation.

[ have inquired of Mr. Branson, Surgeon, of Doncaster,
who first attended him ;. of Fraacis Moat, who took him and
brought him from the Asylum; of liis wife and her two sisters,
wiio saw him twiee Ih!t'illﬂ' his conlinement ; anid of has nearest
neighbours; and they all asree in stating that they never saw
or heard of the least violenee, except in the case of the old wo-
man alluded to above. 'They all agree that he had the blaclk
marks on lis retwen from York, a great part of which had dis-
appeared on the Sth and 8th inst. when k viewed b,

I prepose to attend at the Asylum on the 2d of Decemben,
to aftord the Governors any explanation: they may wisly for,
':nul also to communicate several other particulars too long for
Seriioi i }l]l“' L]lll}i"r.

I remain, Sie, your humble Servant,
GODFREY HIGGINS,

Kcting Magistrate for the West- Riding of the County of Yark.

Skellow-Grance, near Ferrybridge,
i : . oot
Nov, 2014h, 1818,
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STATEMENT.

A rew days previous te the 17th April, 1813, complaint was
made to me by an old woman, that William Viears, of Fishilake,
had assaulted her, &e. in consequence of which | #ranted a war-
rant to apprehend him, and upon his being brought up, 1 found
he was insane.  He being a Pauper, I ordered the Overseer of
the Poor, Thomas Leach, to take proper measures for conveying
him to the Asylum at York ; to which place he was taken on
the 17th of last April; and from which he was brought away on
the 13th of last October. When I saw Viears before he uﬂrllt,
he appeared in good bodily health, no ways weak or emaciated.

About a fortnight ago, application was made to me, by Sarah,
the wife of William Vicars, for an ovder for mare relief from
the Overscer of the Poor. 1 summoned him to the Town's-
Hall, in Doncaster, and upon inguiring into Vicars’s situation,
the following documents marked A. B. C. D. E, were sworn to
be true by Sarah Vicars, and the ©verseer, Thomas Leach, in
the presence of W. Wrightson, Esq. and mysell :—

A. knventory of what cloaths Wm. Viears took into the Asy-
lum, and alse of what he brought back with him. a

Ele took with him a good and nearly new blue coat, a new
scarlet silk shag waisteoat, a pair of good velveteen breeches, a
new down hat, cost 13s. two pair of blue steckings, never been
wended, a pair of new shoes, two new blue znd white striped
shiirts, a short velveteen jacket, another scarlet waisteoat, spotted
with black, another pair of velveteen breeches, twe neckerclviefy,
one of silk, and one of cotton, two pocket handkerebiefs and
two night caps.

He brought back with him, one short jeeket and one wa'st-
eonat, two white shirts, two pair of stockings, an old hat, not the
hat he took, and a pair of had shoes : He has not brought back
eue article he took with him.

Bill paid by the OVERSEER.
¥ork, July 5th, 1813.

B. War. Vicars,
Bought of Jonxs Honason,
L g el
41 yrds Davk €loth, 3s. 8d. ... 0 16 ¥l
2L veds Stout Cordy 3804, ceceininens, Anga Tk 9 9 5
44 yrds ditto Clottor, Be Rt a0 00 i 2L LSS0 T8 g
]’u:-'nz'l'iu:: for 3: E0ats L adilinii e L ALY o 1 1o

3L dox. Buttons, B8d. ......ciiimmmmne e 08 4
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Bill paid by the OVERSEER.

. Mr. Viekers. &£ g,
Shirts mendedi &5, L d, cat L Sdb shinqia Ui a7.000wE &9
ik iyrds:Cloth, £ sealle By o q oo ol 0000 1

SR hivte amaide: ) e e i e i s s DO D

2 pair BtocKings ..emiinaniinaicaiinien. 006

Bill paid by the OVERSEER.
D. The Overseers of Fishlake, Dr.
To the Governors of the York Lunatiec Asylum, Oct. 13, 1813,
Board, &c. of Wm. Vicars, #weeks 3 days, 9s..... 1 19 98

Letter 1s. 9d. Shaving 5d. Stamp 2d. ............. ¢ 2" 4
Paid-Short < 2 ke i B e b S 0 - 10Ny
Received, Geo. Surr, | A L

Allowing deposit | Rl

45k T

E. This is to certify that I was sent for, by Mr. ]i::|muud
of jhnrmuLj Hirst, on [hmn{l.q the 14th instant, to examine
the state in which 'ﬂ illiam Viears, of Stainforih, was dismissed
from the York '\ﬁ:-,'hlm. He had the Lich very bad, was also
extremely filthy, for 1 saw his wile not only comb several lice
from his head, but take them from the folds of his shirt neck; E
his health was so much impaired, that he was not able to stand
by himself; his legs were very much swelled, and one of them
in a state of mortification. He is now much recove w:., both
in mind and health, by bark and a generous nourishing diet.
Witness my hand this 29th day ol October, 1513.

CHARLES MAPLES, Surgeon.

From the York Herald of Nov. 27
Sir,

I am informed, by a letter from Mr. Hizoins, of Skellow,
near Doneaster, dated Nov. €3, that his statement, relative to
the Hllpllﬂsﬂ!l mul-treatment of a patierit in the Lunatic Asyvium,
will be published this week. 1 am not informed whether the
counter-statement, which I put into his hands thivee weeks ago,
will appear. at the same tune, but conceiving that any g-x;l'iu--
nation or defence on my part would be altvgether premature
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and incorrect, before the matter has been fully investigated Ky

fhe Governors of the Asylum, I shall for the present. content

mysell with requesting the public te suspend their judgment,
and desiring you to insert the following letter.
I am, =ir, &e.

York, Nov. 26, 1813, C. BEST

n

L R R e

Copy of a Letter, sent to Mr. Higgins, on the 21s§
Instant,
Sir, York, Nov. 20, 1813.
THE pressure of indispensable occupations during the last

nd the present week, has prevented me from sending an earlier

reply to your letter. When 1 had the honour of conversing
with yeu on the Gth of the present month, I certainly COls1-
dered you as most clearly and unequivocally acquiescing in
the proposal 1 made to you, that you shiould reler your charges
to the counsideration of a meeting of'the Governors of the Asy-
Jum, instead of prejudicing the minds of the public by an,
ex parte statement against the Institution. I stated to you, at
the same time, that it was my decided wish and desire, that the
matter should undergo a full and complete investigation, as in
the event of the existence of any abuses or improper practices
at the Asylum, no person could have so much terest in theic
correction as myself.

After this conversation, and supposed arrangement, I was in
no small degree surprised to receive your letter, which in-
formed me of vour intention to publish every thing you knew,
or that had come before you on the subject, and, disregarding
the jurisdiction of the Governors of the Asylum, to refer the
matter to the tribunal of the public,

Before vou come to a definitive decision upon this point, I
trust you will consider well, how far such a step is compatible
with the common principles of equity and justice. ,] :1_|h|m-!w_||d,
that in all other cases ol suppesed injury, applicaticn 1s hirst
made to the tribunal, whose express business it s 1o hear the
complaint and redress the wrong, andd tht HIJII;H.' in case of the
neglect of that tribunal to pertorm its duty, 1= it considered as
justifiable fo appeal to anvther court.— siould you, however,
persist in your intention of publishing your statement, y. Ul
candour will, 1 hope, induce you to make a publi¢ avowal: of
competency or the mtegrity of
the tribunal to which you are reies ved fur redvess, and to “:‘i"
vance suflicient ;:,‘l‘uuu;!.ﬁ tfor your iaplied belicl, that the Go-
vernors of the Asylum are either unable or “1”}'1'1"3’55: to acqguit
themselves of their duty with iﬂ*j“"-““f'-]'“}' and justice.

D

your reasons for questioning the

a
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1 also hope you will duly consider »hether you are not lend-
jng your name as a Magistrate to a purpose most foreign to
your official situation, and giving force and effect, however an-
iﬂmﬂmnﬂhfm15ﬂurpnﬂ*1ualnuﬂkhmﬁcnnﬂﬂnangm“%
mvsell and the Asylum. This sugzestion, as you will perceive,
is strongly supported both by the internal evidence of some of
your documents, and by the time selected for bringing them
forward.

[ have further to rvequest, that the deposition of the Apo-
thecary at Thorne be taken on oath, before it is brought for-
ward as an authentic document. The publication of this paper
hliiﬁ]mrvﬂqwlithr!n.llﬂfurl-tluﬁl]hntu*rtn.5|1v:w1ilﬂl}'huvrﬁ1ﬁ;ulpd,
will hardly, I think, be considered as a fair proceeding, by any
candid or unprejudiced person. So far from tending to pro-
mote the ends of ‘ustice and truth, which are the only legitimate
objects in every similar inquiry, it is evidently ealeulated “to
counteract and defeat them. 1t is intended to produce an im-
pression on the minds of its renders, that the situation i which
Wm. Vickars was removed from York, was the result of neg-
Ject and improper treatment at the Asylum, and not, as T ap-
prehend will be fully proved by evidence, the unavoidable
consequence of the Tamentable and dangerous illness under
which he had recently laboured, and from which he was but
then in an early stage of convaleseence. It is also caleulated
to disseminate a belief, that the Asylum at large and its in-
mates, are kept in a state of uncleanliness ‘and neglect; and
that due attention is not paid either to the health or the com-
fort of the patients, 1hv:mnnrnr5[ﬂ'ulﬁph notion, as I venture
to affirm with the utmost confidence, will be established by the
muost :am]rh: andd 5;L1iii';1['1=‘.ll‘}' evidence. '

As 1 express so much confidence of being able to rebut
these charges, and to bring forward a satisfactory explanation
of the cirecumstances mentioned in your statement, you will
probably ask, why 1 should so strongly object to the publication
of your idocuments? My answer is briefly this—that they are
not fitted to further the ends of justice, but to raise a mest
winjust outery against the IJU|1n1i{:;15311n1r--Eln1t popular cla-
mour, though easily raised, is with difliculty repressed—that
numerous individuals who read your charges, will not be at
the trouble to attend to their refutation—and lastly, that when
the public mind has been poisoned and prejudiced on any par-
ticular subject, no subsequent r*.;;'tu:l{.ninlh however satis-
factory in itself, can eflace the Impression which has once been
produced,

Should you, after all, decide upon publishing your statement,
from which a sense of justice and candour will, 1 trust, still
dissuade you, you ave at liberty to make what use vou think
Fra}hﬂ'uft|u~|n4'rri pu1i1H1131ﬁ1r!thﬁc~:~x;]ninh\g,;ﬂ:ruurﬂn
in case of its publication; that it is to be considered merely as @
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I_,F._ﬂi;ll ;mt_! imperfeet explanation of the circumstances, taken
down |::1HliJ_'n'_ on the spur of the oceasion, and as by no meauns
eomprising the whole ol the evidence to be brought forward on
the subject.
1 have the honour te be, Sir,
Y our obedient humble Servant,

CHARLE>S BEST.

e LG RS A ) I CE—

¥t is r'!:li{ﬁ:f.ﬂ.lrfl-"..'lr hoped, that the CASE which has jif.\'f ap-
peared i the York Herald, nith the rmrf.r'-'mr-r;'r; chicl
has recently taken place, respecting the Asylum, will induwce

a general atteadance of the Governors. al the Quarterly
Court, to be held on the 2d F,lf Drecember. The _f;'.lfvlrf.li'l"i'.l'-ll_l"_f
gudicious Regulations for the preveaton and detection of
ahuses, in a class of Institulions of all others the most ex-
yosed to them, are exivacted from the Rules of eeveral
i‘f'xff.“{:h.rhl'lﬂ Establishiments, and are most t'r’h':ll'}r-"l"?:,l'ﬂH”rrf sub-
mitted to the serious consideration of the Governors of the

York Lunatic Asylum, by
WILLIAM TURE.

York, 27th of 11th Month, 1813.

“ That the Physicians and Surgeons of the Public Infirmary,
shall be the Physicians and Surgeons of the Hospital and
Asylum: and the Liverpool Parish Poor shall be under the
care of the three Senior Physicians of the Dispensary.”—
1st Rule of the Liverpool Lunatic Hospital and Asylum.

¢ That each Patient admitied, shall come under the care of
that Phvsician, who is the Physician for the week, except the
Patient be entitled fo reside in the Asylum ; in which case, the
Patient’s Friends shall have liberty, at the tupe of Admission,
to choose any one of the Physiciars of the Lafirmary to-attend
the Patieat., —8th Rule.

“ That none of the Male Servants shall be IJ!‘I‘]NILHI"{I to go
into the Female Patients’ Apartments upon any accounl; nhor
the Keeper. without the Matron, or some Femnle Servant,
(for whomn the Matron shall be responsible] constantly attending
him.”—24th Rule.

¢ That the Officers of the Infirmary be requested to visit
the “I:rz-iilil_u_l and Asvlum oceasionally, and to observe the be-
haviour ol the I‘;[!'.'[l:"'l', _-'|||;'|i|‘ull} and their Servants, T'L;r'_ln"ulill'tl::
the Patients : to examine into the cleanliness of the Wards
and Pablic .‘l[i:]l'l]'llilllf:i; the lpi:l.l,il_}' of the j‘_.:w'-:u{, H[‘pE-? anil
other Provisions: whether they are allowed to walk in the
Gardens when the Weather will permit, ;111[! whether they be
r'-'gh'l'.ll'f}' attended lh}' their 1'L!.-'-}_ll'l'[i"-‘: il'!l:.-:-ah'i:j‘.;tﬁj— also to re-
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mark, whether there is cause to infer any damage by fire op
insecurity ; whether any further improvements can be made,
for the zreater comfort and convenience of their unhappy |:-1_
tients, f:ni n ]11:‘“{11"1! that they examine into inv Ii bl ing

and nightly ae commodation of eac h Patient; for whic purpose
it is desirable that they occasionally visit in the me i and
that t! ey enter their Remarks in the Book provided |.-_.1 that
purpose. " 20th Rule.

These Rules appear to have b{':‘n copied nearly verbatim

4 from those of Manchester, in which, however, I]c:u-..u Visiters

are ap ]‘l{}ll!h"{l to attend daily. Tt is also directed ¢ that the
admission of each Patient shall har siencd by four, or more, of
the Trustees of the Infirmary,” and that “ Consuliations he
held Monthly, er more It:*q:wm!v H necessary, by tiie Phy-

N '-mlcm'-?., concerning the Cases of the Patients, ]|'.r !.\]Ln: 11 q\]m_.

rience tm:l knowledge uul reciprocally be communicated, in a

Disease, of all others the most perplexing and obscure.”

1
|

|

The following is extracted from the Rules of the Nottingham

Asylum.
« That the House Committee shall meet, at the Lunatie
. Asylum, on every Wer lmuch at the Hour of Eleven in the

Forenoon, or oftener, if necessary ; and be authoriz ed to admit
or discharge Patients, not be Innwmr' to the third Class; to de-

termine ﬂu- amount of the Uru ily Payments, demandable
from the respective Patients: to super intend the condition of
the House and the Furniture ; to hire, dismiss, and pay the
Assistants and Menial Servants; to inspeet and allow, or re-
ject Weekly Bills ; to pay all Demands not exceeding Ten
Pounds, which cannot be reserved for the consideration of the
general Quarterly Meetings; to enforce the observance of the
H‘.uh ¢ and Orders: to hear and decide Complaints ; to correct
Abuses, and to transact such incidental and ordinary Business,
as may claim immediate attention.”

3
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Fi From the York Herald of Dec.
i
T SIR,

1 Tuink it my duty to inform the public, that 1 have pre-
sonted the following Statement to the Governors, at the Asy-
lum, this day. T am not at prese it informed, what is the de-
cision of the Court. 1 shall therefore make no comments, nor
give any opinion upon what i,,f;a passed ; but 1 do most con-
fid .pnth e, if the Govertrors have thoought it right to coine 10
any decis: on, that at least, the nature of the evidence upoi
which that decision is founded will be stated to the publie.
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However, T care little what is their conclusion, so that it enly
produce sueh wholesome Regulations, (the appoeintment of Vi-
gilers, &LC. ﬁ_{:.} as may prevent even the suspicion ol such
things occurring in future.

I remain, Sir, your humble Servant,
GODFREY HIGGINS,
York, Thursday Evening, Dec. 2, 1813,

My Lorps axp GENTLEMEN,

1 think it my duty to lay before you the following statement
of certain facts, which came publicly before me as a magistrate,
respecting a lunatic of the name of Wm. Vickars. Ihave done
myself the honour of presenting them to you Ml person, in con-
sequence of a conference I had some time azro at Doncaster
with Dr. Best, and of the advertisement published by him, the
result of that conference ; and also, in order that I may verify
the documents as far as in my power, and be ready to afford
you any explanation which you may require.

The object of this statement, Wm. Vickars, was sent to the
Asylum by wmy orders, against his friends’ censent; the evi-
dence respecting him was given publicly in the Town’s Hall,
at Doncaster, and I think 1 am bound, in justice to mysell, as
well as to this poor but respectable and unfortunate man, to
show that I will not connive at the injustice with which he ap-
pears to me to have heen treated ; his friends at least shall be
satisfied, that if justice be not done to him, the fault i3 not
mine. It has been represented to me, that I ought to have
sent the statement first to Dr. Best, before 1 published it. 1
think etherwise. But it may be well for those who are of that
opinion, to recollect that, in comrsequence of Mr. Peacock’s
conduct, the doctor had all the opportunity he could require of
rendering a satistactory explapation, He took the opportunity
afforded to him, by coming and talking with me at Doncaster,
and by giving me a written statement, in defence of the Asy-
lum, 1.1."'i|'i{:h, to say the least of it, is not satisfactory to me.

At the time T first wrote the statement which 1 sent to the
Courant, (see page 37,) T did not know the name of any person
connocted with the Asylum: I had never read any of the
il‘lti.'J':i which have ill:tl.‘.il-}' heen Puhi]ﬁil{'ll in the York papers
respecting it; nor have I to this day read more than three or
four of them. and I never have had, until this week, any com-
munication, directly or indirectly, on this subject, with any
person in the City of York or its neighbourhood, except Dr.
Best and the Editors of the two York papers.

D3
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I should not have said a word of my own motives or con-
duct in this affair, had it not been for something like an insi-
nuation contained in De. Best's letter (see puge 39) oi Nov. 20,
that I was lending my name as a magisirate to encourage a
malicious conspiracy against him and the Asylum ; but [ hope
and trust no one will believe, that 1 weunld so lar lorget wyself
and the situgiton 1 have the honeur te hold. No cne, surely,
will suspect me, ol wishing, wantonly, te hurt the teelings of
any man, much less of a man hike Dr. Best, whom 1 had never
scen, and of whom ¥ had never heard any one speak, but with
esteem and respect. He may think it policy to turn the at-
tention of the 't:nhﬁit' to my offences, instead ot the offences of
the Asylum, but 1 do not think it will avail him much. 1 can-
not {11'[111;} that iu ::ll'.'LL'HIIg me, he has taken the best method
of defending himself.

By Dr. Best’s account, the only difference in opinion be-

twixt him and mysell, seems to be, that hie wanted a fuli and
complete investigation in private—J wanted one in pubhe.
In consequence of the Doctor's journey to Doncaster, 1 have
had a great deal more trouble than I should etherwise have
had ; but 1 should bave been amply vepaid, i my trouble bhad
been ten times as great, by the thanks of numbers, for taking
up the cause of thewr relations and friends.  Yet, in several
instances, when 1 have urged them to let me bring forward
their individual case, the answer has been, <1 can take care my
friend shall be ill nsed no more, but 1 will not advertise him
in all the York papers for a lunatic.”
1 shall now probably be told, I am raising an outery again—
be it so, but what I say is true. L think no one will deny,
that the case of YVickars is a very strong one in its present ap-
pearance. Having brought it before the pubiic, | have done
my duty, and I shall be v Iy rlad, if the g wtlemen connected
with the Institution can be able to show that they have rone
theirs, and to convince the friends of Wm. Vickars and the
public, upon unguestionable evidence, that his case has heen
wistaken ; but I apprehend nothing short of the whole evi-
dence being laid belfore the public will be deemed satisiactory—
less than that will not satisiy me.

Upon the decument: containing Dr. Best’s delence, which
he might have published, if he had thought proper, along with
mine, 1 think it right to observe, that 1t seems to me ineredible
that any inferior servant ol a mad-liouse should be dound so
bumane as o lend- his clethes for six weeks 10 a lua::*j.' and
itchy pauper, who, if not lousy and itchy at that time, was =0
mischievous as, in spite of all restraint, to destroy his oWl
clethes as fast as they were given to him, and for whom e
opulent townshin of Fishlake was bound and willing to find
every necessary. 1 may possibly err in my judgment, but i
canpot aduit such ivterested and incredible evidence as the
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THE YORK LUNATIC ASYLUM, 4%

ahove to stand in competition, for a moment, with the disin-
terested and unobtruded evidence of Francis Moat and the
two Mapleses.

I sought their evidence it was not offered to me.

I think it right to correct a mistake which took place in the
eopying of my first statement in the Herald; the words,
“ except Mr. Branson,” ougut to have been inserted in the
tenth line irom the bottom, aiter the word “ agree.”

[ called on Mr Branson fivice on Saturday last, and sent a
special messenger over to him on Sunday with a note, to apo-
logize for the mistake, and to inguire whether he recollected
any thing more respecting Vickars ; he was unfortunately from
home, but }'received a leiter yesterday, to inform me be now
recollected that Vickars was sufficiently violent at his house (o
justify and require a recommendation to the Asylum. 1 cer-
tainly never doubted the man’s insanity ; 1 believe Mr. Bran-
son never saw him after his return—Mr. Maples, never belore
his admission.

The cases of Wilson, Schorey, Kidd, and Thirkcld, appear
to me to demand your serious attention,

It really surprises me, considering the general difficulty of
substantiating particular charges in regard to the treatnient of
Lunatics, and the delicacy which generally exists in exposing
the instances of this disease, that I have been able to collect
such a mass of i;;:][.uri-.u]li, evidence in one day and a fir;ff'.

There is one other fact, of which no separate document is
laid before you, to which I must call your attention. =ince
the 1st of Japuary last, 23 or 2% persons appear to Lave been
buried at St. Olave’s church from the Asylum. You will na-
turally inquire whether all the patients who die iu the Asylum
are interred in this place.

Surely, my Lords and Gentlemen, if you dispassionately
discuss the circumsiances which 1 have laid before you, Vou
must agree with me that public investigation into the state of
the Asylum, of which you are the guardians, is absolutely ne-
cessary ; and that the Institution ought to be ]Jli‘lt‘l"{} on such a
i'uutiniﬁ as, by the purity of its principles, the irankness ol iis
proceedings, the wide extension of its doors (o the insane poor,
might challenge and command the approbation, the confidence,
and the continued patronage of that liberal public to whom it
is indebted for its origin and support.

GODFREY HIGGINS.

Yorl:, December 1, 1813,

D4
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From the York Herald of Dec. 4.
YORK LUNATIC ASYLUM.

AT a QUARTERLY COURT of the GOVERNORS
of the YORK LUNATIC ASYLUM, keld the Second day
of December, 1813,

The Governors having taken into their consideration the
Statement published in the York and other Newspapers, re«
specting the treatment of WILLIAM VICKARS, lately a
Patient in this Asylum, and having examined upon oath such
Witnesses. as were compeient to aflford iniormation on the
same, are unanimously of epinion, that during the time that the
said Wm. Vickars remained in the Asylum, he was treated with
all possible care, attention, and humanity,

REsoLven,

That whilst the Governors are at all times ready and anxions
to promote an inquiry into the supposed existence of any abuse
in the conduct of this Institution, they cannot but regret the
mode 1.‘!}' which an ex pr.r.r'ff' statement oi the case, which has
this day come under their consideration, has been circulated in
several NE:HE]I;!IHTH '|II‘E”|'iIZil_I'.-i o an ui:pnrtmtji} }H'ing‘ aftorded
to the Governors of a regular investigation of the grounds of
the complaint.

Resorven, That this Court be adjourned to FRIDAY the
10th day of December instant, at Twelve o’ Clock.

Resorvep, "That the Thanks of this Court be given to his
Girace the Archbishop of York, for his attention to the business
of the day.

Orperep, That these Resolutions be published in the York
snd Doncaster Newspapers,

E. EBOR.
——=20¢ C T DM v
From the York Courant of Dec. 6.

Sik,

I caxnor refrain from wishing to call the attention of vour
Readers for a few moments, to the decision of the l.'Ju;n'frl‘l}’
Court of Governors of the York Lunatic Asylum, published in
the last Herald, and which will doubtless also be found in
}'1:1][‘ 'I:H'r!‘._'!'li'.."!'.

It is stated in this publication, that such mifnesses were ex-
amined upon oath in regard to the case of W, Vickars as wege
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pompetent to give information, Will the Public believe that
these compefent witnesses were no others than the Managers
and leepers at the Asylum !-—The pirsons suspected of neg-
lect, cruelty, and fraud, say, upon their oath, that they are
perfectly innocent, and entirely contradict the facts stated b

Vickars’ wife and her sister; by Leach, Moat, and the two
1-.;-:-;J:u-rtu]:rlr_1 Burgeons of ithe name of :'il',l'i]lt's. Is it ]:Dssil}le
that upon this mere denial of guilt, by the parties accused, the
Governors have formed their opinion, that * during the tima
Wm. Vickars remained in the Asylum, he was treated with all
possible care, humanity, and attention 17

Will not the Public inquire, why the pretended evidenca
npon which the decision of the Court is tounded, is not pub-
lished —As the Public have heard the charges, justice to the
Asylum seems to demand that they shipuld also hear the vin-
dication, Englishmen are not accusiomed to place 1mplicit
faith in declarvations unsupported by proot, But will-it be be=
lieved that in tias proper tribunal, it was not deemed ex-
pedient to take down in writing tue declarations which were
received as evidence. Of course, any cross examination must
have been very imperiect,

Let your readers ipquire, which of the Governors whose
names appear in the advertisement, as having been present
when the unanimous declaration was made on the case of
Vickars, were actually in the rocm at the time, or whether
several of them had not previously retired in disgust,

The public must remember that there are four other cases of
complaint, yet unnoticed by the Court of Governors. Let
them not, therefore, imagine that the whole business is decided.
What light these cases may throw even upon that of Vickars is
uncertain—though, doubtless, the competent witnesses in the
Asylum, will declare upon oath, that they are as innocent in
the cases yet unexamined, as in that of the unfortunate Vickars,

The respectable Magistrate, whose public spirit demands
ihe thanks of his countrymen, can now require no justification
for making his appeal to the tribunal of the public. It is to be
hoved that every one will read his excellent address to the
Governors, in the last York Herald,

I remain, &e.

A HATER OF ABUSES.

pr—

From the York Herald of Dec. 11.

iy
AS I am informed something more is expected from me re-

s * L 1 T ) sy i ricl e
lative te the meeting of the Governors of the Asylum on Friday
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last, than what T published last week in the Herald, T heg yon
to state the following particulars—1 wish to say as little as [
ean with propriety.

The Archbishop, the last minute before I came away, told
me very politely, that they would. detain me no longer, they
bhad no further any oceasion for me.

From the résolutions in the Newspaper, I see the Governors
meet again on Friday, perhaps they way exi imine at that time
the flagrant cases 1 laid before tl e, Te .lel‘u. to be supported by
the oaths of several most respect: :la]v persons in your City,
As the Governors have the cases in writing, and the addresses
of ;&_l the Witnesses, my presence cannol !JL necessary. | hope
and trust the Governors will |]th“:-‘-h the cases, and all the evi-
dence on both sides; in order that the public may be satisfied
as to the past, and that they will appoint Visiters, and adopt
other proper, regulations, to prevent what has ln.llpili-lwd from
recurring in future.

I give my word, T have rot written or seen, before publi-
cation, any anonymous letters on this subject, and none shall
be written or published by me.  Any misr |=]m,-~:~ul tions which
mﬂﬂm made ol my conduct in the P.lpua whether anonymous
or otherwise, will be treated with the contempt they deserve.

The evidence which I have secen and heard, leads me to a
conclusion directly the reverse of that drawn by the Governors.
I am very far from satisfied with what has been done.

Though some Persons may treat my opinion with contempt,
yet a few humble paupers, relatives of the Lunaties, do wish it
to be known. I cannot consent to Keep it concealed.

The Magistrates of the North-Ridine T am told m[t build ing
an Asylum for their own paupers. “'!1:.' are they doing this?

I beg leave to call the attention of the Magistrates of the
East and VW est i{un:]fn-. to the {ollowing facts :

In that most excellent Institution, called the R etreat, be-
longing to the respectable Society of Frie nds, 26 patients have
died in sixteen years, {lm"w which period, the average number
of patients has been 46. - In the Asylum, containing |H!n.tnm-.
of the last report 189 patients, ¥4 # have been tu.Ln:{L at one
church alone, in the last efeven months; and it was sworn in
the Asylum, by _one of the interested witne sses, that only a
slight appearance ol typhus had shown itself in one or two
HETER

: * How I“:.H.T:_\' nF those :]:rr' poor persors ! OVhe deaths at the _'.:_a,-!l-:”_ appear to Fe B0
the proporton of 3 to 1 ul thuse i the Rewrcatecateris paribus, ¥
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I now ‘!:1_1{9. my leave oi this subject with a little hope,
]1"_11-‘-'.'11-‘“ with much fegret at wiaat lias passed, and with a con-
sciousness that 1 have done my duty to the best of my abilities.

I remain, Sir, your humble Servant,
G, HIGGINS.
Skellon-Grange, near Ferrybridge,
December 9, 1813,

A5 the Resolutions of the adjourned Court on December 10th weére ook
published, it may be proper to insert here the following extract from the
History of the Asylum, pages 33, 34

«« On that day, Mre. Nicoll apd twelve lr:ltl'l.E[']sz:r.wm.1 went down Lo the
Asylum. al the hour of meeting. and paid the requisile donatiuns to be-
come Governors. After some hesilalion, as to the point of regularity,
(this being an adjourned meeting) they were admitted to act and vole as
Governors.

1t would be difficult to eonceive the surprise, occasioned by this unex-
Dm—!-_ul incursion.  Considerable indignation was naturally felt and ex-
1nr:--'5m!; but the impartial and di;_rui[il:l.l eonduct of the chairman, (the
Archbishop of York) contributed to restrain the meeting within the bounds

of decorum. His Grace’s efforts were exerled at Lhis and every subsequent

meeling, to unite all the Governors ina cordial co-operation for an im-
provement in the sysiem of the Charity. :

Though the Court, on the 2d of December, appeared to have decided
erroncously on the case of Vickars, the new Governors forbore to propose
anv revision of that case, or evento alludeto il ; conceiving that this would
; ary attack on the measures of those with whom they were

be an unnecess

now to be associaled They were j-:-:'ut:;ulnt that out of Mr. Hizrins's re-

maining cases, if ]nr{:iwri_-.' '|11*.'£~stig;|.ti.-ll. enough would be proved to evince
the necessity of a change of syslem.

On the first of these cases, therefore, being brought forward, Mr. Nicol
proposed, that instead of an inquiry by the whole Coort, a Commitlee of
Iuvestigation should be appointed. Mr Nicoll’s propusal was vielently

gpposed—there were only ** a couple of lousy cases. which wizht be dis-

!_ru-t'ﬂ of in half an hour."
The Archbishop however, deelared himself so decidedly in favonr of the
Commnittce, as Lhe '|r1'-:-."l'1'.|.l:ai{: course, Lhat the opposition Lo it was with-

. - = oy - n g . wel *F
drawn, and this mode of proceeding was agreed Lo be adopteg.
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From the York Courant of Dec. 21.

Sin,

WITHOUT further apologizing, 1 beg to inform you, that
there has died in the York Linatic Asyluo since its first esla-
blishment in 1777, (being a period of 3¢ yeurs) 146 persons;
that the average number ol Patients for great purt of the time
have been 195; therefore compare the number in the Friends’
Retreat, say 46, as stated by Mr. Higgius, in the York Herald
of the 11th jnstant, and the deaths as stated also by him, at 26,
withip a period of 16 years, and it will then appear the number
of deaths are greater in proportion in the Retreat than they
have been in the Asylum,

Why Mr. H. has endeavoured to impose upon the Publie, by
saying that the proportion ot deaths in tie Asylum, areas 3 to 1
in the Retreat, I am at a loss to conceive ; perhaps the worthy
Magistrate will, upon seeing this, condescend again to explain
to the Public the mode by which he has made his caleulation.

There is also another small mistake which he has mude,
which I beg to bring to his recollection: In the York Herald
of the 27th ult. he states that Mr, Branson, Surgeon, oi Don-
caster, and others, had seen the legs of Fickars, the pauper,
afier his return from the Asylum at York ; whereas Mr, Bran-
son has since wrote to the Governors of the Asylum, saying
that * he never even saw the pauper alter he was sent to York;
and that Mr. Higgins must have completely misunderstood
him,” ;

Hoping to have these caleulations and mistakes explained,

I am,
With my Public respect,
Yours,
York, Dec. 26, 1813, A FRIEND TO TRUTH.
——m i I i tee———

From the York Chronicle ef Dec. 30.

—a

A wriTer in the last Courant, who has, most un ortunately,
assumed the title of < A Friend to Truth,” has given the public
the following statements :—1st, That there fhas died in the
York Lunatic Asylum since its first establishment in 1777—

246 persons.”  2d, © That the average number of patients for

great part of the time, has been 195" And 3d, As an in-
ierence lrom the foregoing, “ that the number of deaths are

14
l??‘v“l
17801
Il
IM!
1783
1784
1784
1786
1787
liss
17t
1700
1701
1T

r|%]

1794
1785

His evide
_-I’:'i“d TE'thl
Tiad g
,l5 fegand
o
o the
:LI"WF ET
Slealy g,
‘.,'-H o the
L H'qfht.

r m'r afy




151 b eply
bas cadeuity
| |1! huss [

¢ York Hedl /

- W [
i, e pose
seas Mr bre
sy, s
s el by [
L

i explint

10 TRT

il it
ol i“. tai-#
i [at#‘-‘.
i & g ¥
o

P e

THE YORK LUNATIC ASYLUM. ol

greﬂfur in pinpurtlm! at the Retreat, than they have been in
the Asylupn.

I beg to inform your readers, that these three statements are
ﬂl;-:.:hn.vi} talse, as will appear evident from the iollowing an-
nual account of the number of patients in the house in each
year, anit the number of deaths. This document has heen ex-
tracted chiefly from the printed reports of the state of the lna
gtitution published in the Y ork Chronicle.

Datey| No. of | Nuwber || Date No.of | Number

Palients | of Deaths Patieni| of Deaths

inthe | from the in the | jrom the
sl 15 | T L avoel "8 | o

| 8

1779 23 4 1797 85 | 101
1780[ 28 8 [ 1798 96 105
1781 41 11 f1799f 09 | 112
1782| 32 20 | 1800/ 112 120
1783| 89 | 22 | 1s01f 127 | 145
1784 33 | 22 1802 127 157
1785 ‘43 | 23 | 1803 137 165
1786) 47 | 27 | 1804 14] 185
1787| 55 30 1805] 142 104
788 63 36 | 1806 158 [ 210
1789| 72 38 | 1807| 166 | 223
1700, 75 45 | 1808} 186 | 230
1701 70 56 I;;auu 154 | 247
1792| 74 | 58 | 1810| 174 | 266
1793| 74 66 | 1snf 172 | 202
1794] 80 73§l 1812} 195 | 310}
1795! 83 g1 il 1813} 199 | 8224 %

It is evident, from the preceding table, that the number of
patients whe had died in the Asylum, at the time of the last
printed report, was 322 : so much for the first statement of the
“ Friend to Truth.”

In regard to the second, it appears that prior to the year
1800, the number of patients in the house at one time has never
been 100 ; and that the average number from the commence-
ment of the Asylum to the present year, has not been 98 The
average annual number of deaths will be found to have been
as ill‘ili‘l}' Y as l].(}hiﬁi,i!][‘. Liet us then examine the third stale-
ment of the letter writer. The average number of patients in
the Retreat, since its establishment, a period of 16 years, hus
been 46, and in this time the number of deaths has been 28.
A very simple arithmetical process, will readily show that the
proportion of deaths in the Retreat to these of the Asylum, are

# These numbers are prioted, I presune Py wifsfake, 210 and 222, in the annil
#ocounts of the Asylum.
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a2 COLLECTION OF TAPERS RESPECTING

about as 1§ to 4 1 5th; or, in other words, had only the same
mortality prevailed in the Asylum, as has been the case in the
Retreat, instead of an average of nine deaths in one year, thero
would have been {1:1|}' seven in two years. I wm aware tuat a
svariety of circumstances must he considered, belore any just
inferences can be drawn from these comparative statements,
and I should pot have made them, had it not been necessary to
correct the flagrant inaccuracies of this pretended “ Friend to
Truth.”

There is another part of the letter we are examining, which,
though not absolutely false, is caleulated to make a very fulse
impression on the readers’ mind, and which, therelore, deserves
notice. 'I'he writer says, he wishes to call to MroHiggins's
recollection, another small error which he has made in regard
to Branson, the Surgeon of Doncaster, having seen ihe logs of
Vickars, the pauper—Another ecror indeed! Did this Friend
to Truth knxow, or he did not know, that Higgins had cor-
rected this error, and given a full explanatien of it in his ad-
dress to the Governors on the explanation of Vickars's case,
and that this correction and examination were printed in the
York Herald, the only paper in which the erroncous statemeut

appeared, on the 11th of December.

You will, T think, agree with me in opinion, that whatever
friendship this writer may have for Truth, he has a most un-
happy way of showing it: He certainly has not taken much
yains to seek her, and I really fear the fact is, that so long a
time -has elapsed since fheir last interview, that she has -
sensibly lost her place in his regards, and they have been trans-
ferred to a creature, whose qualities are the very opposite to
those of Truth, but whe, for purpoeses not the most honourable,
miy sometimes assume her name and g‘:u'h.

If I am mistaken, which 1 heartily wish I may be, in th se
reflections, the Friend to Truth will doubtless confess himself
a bad seeker, and thank me in your next, for the pains 1 have
taken to bring him to the object of his attachment.

I remain, with respect, &e.
A SEEKER OF TRUTH.
e AT B e
YORK ASYLUM.

AT an Adjourned Quarterly Court of GOVERNORS of
the YORK LUNATIC ASYLUM, held on Friday the Se-
venth day of January, 1814,

At this Court, the Committee appointed on the Tenth of
December last, to Hivestigate certiin charges then belore the
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THE YORE LUNATIC ASYLUM. 55

Court, reported the several depositions taken by them on the
cases referred to their investigation.

g,

e Committee further reported their opinion, ‘that in the
case of Martba Kidd, a gross neglect of cléanliness and of at-
tention to the person, is in full proof.

That in the case ol the Rev. Mr. Schorey, there has heen
considerable personal negleet; and that both towards himself
and Mrs, Schorey, some of the Kedpers have condocted them-
selves in a very reprehensible manner,

That in the cases of George Arandel, John Thirkell, and
Richard Thirkell, and of Mp. Wilson, no suilicient ground of
censure has been established. '

The Depositions taken by the Committee having been read,
REesoLven,

That the opinion of the Committee on all the above cases,
be adopted as the opinion of this Court.

Resorviep, That the Thanks of this Court he ziven to the
Committee, for the great labour and exertion with which they
have conducted the Investigation ‘of the Cases submitted to
them.

Resorvep, That it be referred to the following Committee,
(any five of whom shall have power to act) to make an inquiry
into the Rules and Management of this Lnstitution ; and to re-
ort facts, and their opinion thereon, to the next or subsequent
Quarterly Court of the Governors, or to the General Megting
in __"1.115._'!“.];'[, V1Z. i— )

ilis Grace the ARCHBISHOP of YORK,,
THOS. SMITH, Esq. (Lorp Mayor)
Rev. THOS. PRESTON,
Rev. WM. DEALTRY,
i 10. PALMES, Ksq.
SAM. WM. NICOLL, Esq.
JENJ. BROOKSBANK, Lisq.
WM. CARR, Esq.
THOS. WILSON, Esq,
HENRY BLAND, Esq.
Rev. JOHN GRAHAM,
Mr. BROOK,
Mr. J. GRAY.

==

From the York Herald of Jai. 15, 1814.
Sig, —_—
LEST any improper inference should be drawn from my
silence, I think it right to state to the pubiic, that I am per-
lectly satisfied with the decision of the late Meeting ol Go-
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Yernors; and am pt‘!w-:u.-lded, that in consequence of the recent
pruceeglingﬁ, the Patients are treated with as much care, hu-
manity, and atlention, as circustances will admit of.

It gave me great pleasure to be able to second the motion for
¢hanks to his Grace the Archbishop, and the Committee who
conducted the late investigation. 1 now :mtvrlam the most
sanguine hopes, that in August next, this Asylum “E“ b put
upon as good a plan of management as Is adopted in any si-
milar Institution in the kingdom. ‘This expectation, Sir, is an

 ample compensation to me for the anxiety I have felt on thig

occasion, and for those misrepresentations to which I have been
exposed in the discharge of what I conceive to bave been my
duty as a Magistrate.
I remain, &ec.
G. HIGGINS.
Skellow-Grange, Jan. 10, 1814.

—— (] 23 Ve

YORK LUNATIC ASYLUM.

From the York Herald of March 26.

R1n,

HAVING some time ago called the public attention to a
case, as I conceived of mal-treatment, in the York Lunatic
Asylum, the statement of which, it was alleged, might injure
the reputation of that Institution, I thought it my duty, as soon
as I could with sincerity, to endeavour to remove any unfas
vourable impression, which that statement might convey. T'his
I did in a letter of the 10th of January last.

I am extremely sorry that it is now my duty to guard the
public from being deceived by the opinion expressed in that
letter. -"ri!iiﬁllfj; the Asylum early this mornimg, 1 discovered,
to my great surprise, that the bouse is yet in the most shocking
state. I discovered a number of secret cells in a state of filth,
horrible beyond deseription, and which, in my opinion, it was
impossible could be produced by the ocecupation of one or two
patients, in less than several nights. 1n one of these cells was
a chain, with hand-cuoffs atfixed, fastened to a nens board in the
floor.—These cells were oceupied the last night by women, the
most miserable objeets 1 ever beheld.

Upon inquiry, I find that these cells were kept seeret from
the two Committees who were appeinted to examine the siate
of the house; &e. and that they were informed as 1 was, belove
I discovered the door which led o these hidden cells, that they
had seen the whole of the house.
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A special meeting of ‘Governors being held about two hours
after my discovery, at which, Col. Cooke, of Owston, precided,
I was enabled to have these cells examined, by at least 20 of
the Governors; but not until all the straw, perlectly sonked
with urine and exerement, had been removed, and fresh straw
put in the place.—The state they were in, even afier this opes
ration, I leave to the Governors to deseribe.

I shall make no commment upon this statement, except to ex-
press a !1(}:‘;1*, that the publiec will never rest satisfied €l this
Augean Stable be swept clean, from top to bottom.

Many more extraordinary eircumstances connected with this
Institution, shall be laid before the public in proper time. I
hope the statement of these facts will not fail to procure a full
attendance of Governors, at the next Quarterly Court in April.

I remain &ec.

March 24, 1814, G. HIGGINS,
e 14 = S PR

YORK LUNATIC ASYLUM.

From the York Herald of April 2. :

Sim,

A rres attempt having been made by Mr. ]-I_Ig‘_si'inﬂ, to raise
a popular clamour on the subject of the Lunatic Asylum, and
to excite the indignation of the County against the persons
concerned in its management, it seems to be requisite that
some notice should be taken of his letfer.

I am myself led to reply to it, partly because there is a pre-
vailing ui'zluinn that I am rvspnn:-ﬁh’lf: for every 'ﬂ,hl]‘lL_T uplsﬂ'-:
taining to the Asylum, and parily from Ewmg‘ ;II!IHI'?’NI-‘.}J.:"_
collateral circumstances, that Mr. Higgins's present attack is
personally and particularly levelled at me.

There are four sleeping-rooms or cells ffi}r females at t’ruf
Asylum, separate from the main building.—They are :}f a very
suficient size, entirely lined with wood, and furnished 1|_.‘-11.!1
ventilators, straw beds, blankets, &e. Such apartments lm:m
an indispensable appendage to every large building for 'l.-h-‘l'!-l.f'!‘n
ception of Lupatics, and are dvmgm-d lur_thc;l ufq- uil.tn?utn.;.:;
fortunate persons who camnot, with propriety, be pel I.I'I.Ili-..il ‘|_‘
sleep in the galleries with the trrth:*a' patients, oIl ACCONNL O
their excessive uncleanliness or violence.

From the situation and habits of the four poor women }I}}'
whom they are usually :am-upim!, they are, L*Tl“'-'}' _ﬂ_“"l‘lll'_“_i‘::- al
| themn out, in an extremery olfensive con-

E

the time of cleaning
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dition. T have no doubt that they were so when seen by My,
Higerins, though not to the extent deseribed in his letter: and
1 am convinced they will continue to be found in the same si-
tuation, with very liitle improvement, under every precaution,
and contrivance, which it is possible to adopt. L am fully
persuaded that the idea of concealinge thése cells from the
knowledgze of the Governors, never entered into the thoughis
of any individual belonging to the Asylum. No one could
have any motive or interest in doing so; and it can be proved,
if required, that they had been previously seen by different
Governors.

With respect to the chain and hand-cufls, they have been
particularly examined by a Committee of Governors. The
locks of the hand-cuffs being entirvely filled up, and the hinges
obliterated by rust, it is evident, on the most casual inspection,
not only that they are incapable of being used at present, but
that they cannot have heen employed, as far as can be judged
from their appearance, for a long series of years. 1t is quite
impossible that this circumstance can have escaped the notice
of Mr. Higgins, and yet he has deliberately attempted to dis-
seminate a belief, that this chain and these hand-cuffs are still
in use at the Asylum; or, in other words, he has laboured to
mislead and inflame the public mind, to the deep prejudice of
individuals, byan insinuation, which, at the time he was bring-
ing it forward, he knew to he whoily unfounded.

With reference to the nmotion of my responsibility, T here
judge it expedient to inform the public, however superfluous
such a statement may to many persons appear, that it the site
upon which the Asylum is built is a damp and improper one
it the plan upon whigh it is constructed is injudicious and im-
perfect—if half of the accommodations bave been destroyed by
fire, and if the remaining apartments are insuflicient for the
comfort and tle security of the patients—il the servants are
too few to do the business of the house, or if they at any time
neglect to perform it—and, lastly, it there is any thing de-
feetive in the general constitution and laws of the Institution,
1 do not consider mysell’ as vesponsible for any of these cir-
cumstances, or for the evils which may n:sturn'ii:.‘ be :-xpm'tc'il
to result from them. ) J

I am, Sir, &c.

CHARLES BE

T i
EST.

From the York Herald of April 2.

——

AN Im;m*.f-:t has been taken by Mr. Cowling, Coroner for
iLis City, on view of the body of John Bardwell, otherw:se
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THE YORK LUNATIC ASYLUM. a7
Chappey, a ]:IIIrH‘lll', who died in the Asylum, on Tuesday
AOrHN g |=lr~1-l T'he Jury veturned their verdict, that the said
hn Bardwell, alins Chs vy die " bruises o 1
Jo Jllflf} ll L, alins {.!mp}u:., died of bruises given to him,
Ly alt, or some, or one of three other Lunatics, who were
.--.”;_:f,-msnf m-m". stept an the same vroom, or apartment with him,
during the mgut ol Thursday the 24th ult. but, by which of
] B i } i g i
thein it did not appear to the Jury.

— S T R T —

YORK LUNATIC ASYLUM.

THE next Quarterly Court of GOVERNORS will he held
at the ASY LUM, on Thursday the 14th Day of April instant,
at Eleven o'Clock in the ¥orenoon. -

JOIN BROOK, Treasurer,

York, .-'1j;r'i-'f 1, 1514,

=

The _j‘r;.'r!rlui"r'ﬂ_";" Daonations have been veceived by the Tren-
surer since the last Quarderly Cowrl, viz :—

= 5 T
&, W. Nicoll, _I't!n[!. et SO e Sk MR LT R
. Russell, Esq. cooveniinniicenee 2000 0
Rev. (. Wellbeloved ........... B e s 200 0
John Dyson, ESQ. roimeimvmaiieniimainst 20000010
M B Thke o ket eiBohntamldBn i h
AMr. John Croshy .o i 20 0 0
Mr. Jonathan Gray e 20 0 0
Riov i JOGrahan’ i s o ssapsttdn il asiiop B0 0.0
Wi Gimber, BSq. i 20 0 o0
J. Rawdon, ESq ..o 20 0 0
BRev. . Bichiard o e i e idans gl 00
Mr. S Richardson o6 .Sl sniaesnd doabag 0
AL Tharpe, ESf i 2000 0
Nt D Prestman il g i 0

P
S5 |
1
[}

]

weedy, LS0. o 21 0 0
1. L. Thompson, | DT PR T 20 0 0
Mr. Win, Hornby oo o 20 0 0
M. Wan. ‘Fuke it T i a0 0 0
ML WVilson, Bsg. o T i 2010440
R.T. North, Esq. comermrmiintsrsnais 20 0 0
T 20 0O

[ Siithi, BES0 suessseessusnansmammsunmannsassssannassasanas
‘.'t':n.li;:';:fx. 1".:11:;. ‘_‘lf 0 O
Fhov. _"15;'.‘1’r5-1'i1'::; P Bk O R e ndeas : j-:- 0 0
12 ov. AV St e osetinnneerermmaran s mnpmsan e e 20 0 0
Wi, Uarr, BSq. i rnianeimacne s i{; t: {;}
£ Dunecombe, !~f~:1|. .................................... .']“ Liig
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Godlrey Higgins, L-L| S e
W M: HHII :rl, Hisq. BT |
J. Cooke, Esq. of Cam 1: 5- "limn Woniin s )
My, J. Marshall . e s ke St Een e L
e b BT R ] e e TR L S e L L ]
M Wormnkil - s e e D
Rev. B, 5, FhOBIPSOR. ivvess - siriren mrvrssamgorasine ol
R. J. Thompson, Esq. ....ccnnmmimmrimemans 20
Mip B aptant) o et i s e
Mr. B. Clarkson, L1 P LR L TR CRR B
Mp, M CIEEBaB i, v, 85 s s biitons s bt 21
VYN ATERATL .o it e ik s isd e )
J. L. “u]i{*r? LT PR (B e PPN (N ) ]
o Dl PR 11T T TR ——— . |
John Swann, l;]r-cl:{. ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 24}

Lyl B G AN | T A RNt R

ﬁ,r”fr.rm'n:; Donations and f.n"‘rjf.nrf'i:-"-.h' ficere heen rece

by the Treasvurer since .EIJ;;'H' last :—
A Donation from Mr. Wm. Stead, jun. ..... 21
Rev. James Dallin ;
Pan. Gaskell., |' s R PR 20
Benj. Gaskell, m:g b v o
M. "‘i.|]h}.ituf', L8, 2{)
John Hustler, fisq. |
BT T ) T PN PGSR R 5 . AN 20
Mr. J::E'n "l:LHc:nn jlm ............................. 1020
Mr. €esar Peacavk . oec s e 0 3
A |uf‘£."dt~. 'M|=-i athed by the Will of tl
Lite John Dodswe wth, Jls L!;.LJ the Fand - 100
called Lupton’s Fund. .........
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From tive York Herald of April 9.
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THE YORK LUNATIC ASYLUNL 59

Pr. Best says, speaking of the cells for females: « They are
@ of a very sufficient size, entirely lined wilth wood, .rmr;f_;"ur-
e omished wifa ventilators, straw beds, blankets, e

Laveer rooms, .i.!l['tlt"l' ventilation, or a more I'ru;,-lu[-ut cleansing
of these cells, .Hll'-’,'lli have prevented the efflavia which lwr'hi
vaded them, when tiey were visited by the Governors several
hours alier the |1I|1:||}' straw had been rewoved. The expression
“ giraw beds,'” is searcely applicable to lvose strawe covering
the floor as in a stable. =

The U}:c'[nr proceeds —%* I am Sully persuaded that the
“idea of concealing these cells from the knowledge of the
¥ Giovernors, never entered into the thoughts of any individuel
b f,u:i"fj.lflnjhl-ﬂ:f; to the _-f.ﬂ.rl;f;r:;l,” '

L the idea of concealment had not * entered into the thoughts
of any mdividual belonging to the Asylum,” yet it is certain
that when the Committee of Rules and Management were
conducted by the l""n:.:hu{'i:mj .-1]'l*l|tL‘i'ell‘3', and hi.‘.twrﬁ,’ through
the building, (some of them baving particularly l‘vtl]wﬁlml'm
see the cells,) they quitted the Asylum under a full persussion
that every part of the building bad been submitted to their in<
P ection.

“ Wath respect to the chain and J'mm.-’r:::_,f,ﬂ-} they have heen
jm:—!‘irm’ 41"2;; et el hhr e C'onunittee l’fj‘ Governors.”

This statement is calculated to induce a belief, that there has
been a regular investigation by some Committee, within whose
province the cognizance of the facts properly came. 'I'here
are only two Committecs now in exisience; the one is, the
Committee of Inguiry into Rules and Management, who might
have been convened upon this occasion, but were not so. The
other is the Fire Committee, whose province was to provide a
remedy u;;';iﬁ:l-T. the inconveniences which that emergency had
occasioned. 'This is the Committee alluded to as having par-
ticularly examined the chain and handeulls, Individuatly, as
{.J'l‘r‘-r:'nu;-_.-__ they were competept to Li:u.‘ﬁlignhr the circumstance ¥
but as the Eire Commiitee, they had no authority.

_"1*_—: 10 ["1_1;'_'“1 ;Hi:al_ 'll_'r'll':[h_:l,l”:.-'... Jl.i- I]IL'}' "1““. I'Ullli.lllh:.L jII use, it iFl
in contradiction 1o the statement of all the individuals belonging
to the Asylum. 1t seems fair to believe, that they were in-
tended by Dy Best to be discontivued ; and that the chain
and handeutfs which were unknown to the Doctor, until dis-
covered by Mr. Higgins, and which prove to have been re-
placed in "the floor within the last six months, may have ever
since been hidden from view by the neglected mass of filth and
ordure, deseribed in Mr, Higgins's letter,

Admittingz, however, the use of chains to have been bonra fide
relinguished, or at least directed by the Puysician to be so, it
was hielily necessary to bave adopted some other mode of
¢uercion, suflicient to preveut the vivienpt patients from injuriug;
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eithey themszelvés or each other. Yet on the occasion of {he
fire, it was in evidence that not one of the 120 patients, was
confinedd by straps, a sirait wailstcoat, or any otlier personal
restrainé ; and a pauper patient lately received mortal wounds
on the day after his admission, from two unrestrained furious
patients *
- D Best’s letter concludes with stating varions instances in
which ¢ he does not consider himsell as responsible.”

wory j:{F{:'l,fl r_.«f the accomimodations have been {fﬁ:x{rnyrgd
by fire”

b would certninty he unjust to blame any individual con-
nected with the \n\'um as answerable for the fire.  Yet still
it was an unfortunate {:mri lence in its results, that the Phy-
sician was above 30 miles distant, in attendance on a Ilﬂtum
that the Apothecary and Heusckeeper were gone out to kw]r
Christmas ; that two of the four male servants were also making
merry with their friends; and that a third, who was troubled
with an asthmatic complaint, eould net bear the smoke which
filled the building. Thus it happened, that though the only
remaining male servapt exerted himself to the utmost in
rescuing the patients, four of them were unavoidably burnt to
death ; or, as the Steward’s book records it, they died t.

2. « If the remaining apartments are insufficient for the
comfort and security of the patients.

The Governors declined the offere of aecommodation from
the Nottingham Asylum, and the Quakers’ Retreat, on the
statement of Dr. Best, that the patients could be HI.Ii].I.L]!.l'I[l-‘ﬁI
=.1H.U::lrlluJu'Fu5 in the re maining buildings.

3. “ If the sereants are fuulf e to do the husiness r;f the
house.”’

The ]"11}'1-;[(:];”1 ig the preper person 1o '-[]1'1--4._1"1 this to the
Governors. 1f he have done so, and the .c-tmn[-nmiuw have
been negleeted, the conse quences are not chargeable on him,
At present, 11:!\'-‘1'\:'] the 'I'I'-..I"iu;t af servants continues the
same as wien the .;n!mn contained _uu -l;-ti--n*,-.__ atid Letore
0 half *..~t' the accommodation had been destro ved by fire.”

4. < Oy Ur f":.:; I"f servants) at any femne n.r.-u!r ¢t to per
f:rrm T

The Physician may reprimand or discharge them, or report
their conduct to th ilu"-t"i'lh rs. Lt seemns pariicul 1,,|1. liis duty
l“-”- .-';-:I U"'-I]- J"--'L"-; "EI 1';- BS IU' ] |.1]].|.|.|'.§.1L s el ""if =s 10 l? ||.'k.!.l|i ':.Ju_ll-“"'

iTe was admitled on the 232, and assanlted on the @4ith ult. and he died of Li
winnds oo the $th, III‘* llill:_'r was remaved trem the "'--n. winn, il swonld have |'-' 1
hrked svithowt #n e , but for the interveution of the Rev, J. Grahain and MEe.
Canon, twa of the I.ll'.e:lrl.-‘n-.

¥ In the @ame hook, a ¢ .'"-' My’ patient who r1 appearcd apd was never ngiis-
keard of, v aceonnted for, js entered @8 % remored,
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THE YORK LUNATIC ASYLUM. 61

liness, l‘-EIH1 of attention to the persons™ of patients, which lately
appeared © in full proof.”

e .l:l,i"”r-'*i'!* 15 any thing defective the general consti-
tution and laws of the Institution.” ¥

 n most i.'hil'l"liﬂluli.‘_lilﬁﬁlhI'i'::H'-j._ the 'medical attendants are
not respunsible for the constitution and laws.  Butin the York
Lamatie Asylum, where allowed practice has given the Phy-
sician extraordinary powers, and where his suggestions and
recommendations appear to have been uniformly adopted by
the Governors, it follows that the responsibility for delects in
the constitution and laws must, in a considerable degree, attach
to the Physician, '

The Governors, from the commencement of the Institution,
seem to have placed a {ull confidence in their Physician, and
have been ready to mould their constitation and laws agreecably
to his suggestions,

should it be objected, that a r{':-tpml.ta':!:iﬁtj'h:l,ﬂ been imposed
on the Physician, beyond what is exacted from the FPhysicians
of other charitable Lustitutions, it may be answered, that Lis
emoluments have been in proportion; and that the admission
of opulent lunatics, which was intended solely to provide a
fund for the relief of the poor, has answered no other purposes,
during the administration of the late, and that of the present
Physician, than their own private emolument, and the cheap
maintenance ol their private patients.

It appears “ superfluous” particularly to allude to the un-
favourable insinuations against Mr. Higgins, which are scat-
tered through the letter. 'The public are convinced, that if
there be any prospect of a reformation of the defects and abuses
which are now admitted to exist, they are chiefly indebted for
it to the independent exertions, and the firmness of Mr, Hig-
gins, Candid allowances will be made not only for some
warmth of indignation, which may have been excited in the
detector of abuses, but for some feelings ol irritation operating
in the minds of those who have been supporters of the old

A GOVERNOR OF THE ASYLUM,

—= AN

YORK LUNATIC ASYLUM.

AT o QUARTERLY COURT of GOVERNORS of the
YORK LUNATIC ASYLUM, held the Fourtcenth day
of April, 1814,

Rusonvep, _ ; : h

That it appears to this Court, that when the anm:m.-n of

Ruleg and Management were conducted through the Asylum
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on the 28th of January last, the four Cells {or Female Patients,
recently discovered by Mr. Higgins in a state of extreme dirt
and neglect, were not shown to them,

That the Chain found in one of the four Cells above re-
ferred to, was in that state of rust and decay, that it could not
have been used for a considerable length of time,

That it is the opinion of this Court, that Mr. Higgins is en-
titled to the Thanks of the Governors, for his upright, per-
gevering, and successful exertions in bringing to light the
abuses which have prevailed in this Tnsitution.

—#ﬂ!b‘-ﬂf,rﬁw

To the GOVERNORS of the
YORK LUNATIC ASYLUM,

My Lorps axp GENTLEMEN,

AS the abuses which are now not denied to have existed in
the York Lunatic Asylum, will probably be laid before Par-
Yiament in the ensuing Session, it is unnecessary to say much
about them.

Let me however lut‘inﬂ:,' remind you, that it appears from the
Teports of your C um]mi'w that arge sums of nioney “11~1|||5_]
from the Adwmission of u]mh nt Patients have not been applied,
ace mmllu; to the ml,{_’;l.ﬂ. 1l intent 1n!! to the reliet’ of the 1H’_H]|[I
¢lasses ; and that the Lunatic l’mu who have been confided
ip the care of your officers and se Lmuh by the Magistrates,

have been ne "1: cted and abused. It does not ].:,1,.,“1,,“ appear

that any of the persons, who have thus abused vour confidence,
or betrayed their trust, have yet been dismissed from their si-
tmtimn-, Or even ’E'II‘-Ll]l‘[! for th ely misconduet.

Under these circumstances, 1 11:;]19 vou will not fail to aftend
at the (General Meeting, ‘nhl:l' is fixed for F ‘riday in the en-
sning Race-Week, at Eleven o'Clock in the Forenoon.

I think it now both my right and my duty to call upen you,

1o do justice to the Institution and the Publie, and 1 feel con:

fident, 1 shail not call in vain.

In the name of all those persons, whose violent deaths are
so stated in your books, as to disguise the facts from you, I
call lor justice *,

In the pwne of one hundred and }'"r:.rfg fourt patients, whose

deaths have been concealed irom the 1m] lic and from you, I
call lor justice,

¥ The number of casuallies in ihis house cannot be known, beeauge, when a man’™
brraing arg dasiwed ont, heis entered in the Books, died: and whena patient hos dis-
-+1J|.I1]l'illl_'dii-u|4| van never afllerwards be heard of, e iz enite rved . removed,

¥ See the printed Report of the Commitiee, page 13,
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k| . i " .

J call upon you IT-:: clear the house of every individual, whao
has neglected his duty or abused his authority.

I call upon you to cleanse the Augean Stable from top to
botion.

have the honour to be,
My Lords and Gentlemen,
Your most obedient humble Servant,
2 GUDFREY HIGGINS,
f'f-:.kehfj w-Girange, Aa.r_g. 1814,

YORK LUNATIC ASYLUM.
From the York Chronicle of Aug. 25.

Sir, -

FIROM the nature of the letter published by Mr. Higgins,
in the York Herald of Saturday last, it is not to be doubted
that decided steps will be taken by the Governors of the Asy-
lum, at the approaching Meeting on Friday.

Should the facts te which the Goverpors are referred, be
found to warrant the contents of that letter, justice demands
that the spggestions thercin contained, should be acted upon
without hesitation, in regard to every Oflicer and Servant of the
House.—=hould it appear that the charges are not warranted
by the facts to which reference is made, it foliows as a matter
of course, that suitable notice will he taken of conduct, on the
part of the accuser, which it would, in that case, be impossible
to designate by appropriate expressions.

In either event, whether ihe guilt be affixed on the accused
or on the accusing party, justice will not be complete, in cir-
cumstances of such enormity, unless some ulterior meakures be
resorted to by the public at large, or by the Magistrates of the

Lounty." il
I am, Sir, &ec, ;
August 23, 1814. Y. Z

e

gt el T e s
From the York Courant of Aug. 29.

AT an Axsvar Courr of GOVERNORS of the Y(THK
LUNATIC ASYLUM, held at the Guirpuari, in the Ciry
or Youk, the 26th Day of August, and by Adjournment the
27th Day of August, 1514,

His Grace the A RCHBISHOP of YORK in the Chair.

The Report made by the Committee, of such Rures and
Recurarions as appear 10 th:-m. mpm}iu-uiliur t}ue& i::mu: M-
nagement of this lns titution, bavizg bten laid hefore this Court:

T . o el 2 SR
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|.1::||-:'P‘:ﬂ
REsonvED, ¥ ol
That the Rules and Regulations of the said Report ha "'H',;.gerﬂl"
adopted for the Government of this Lnstitution, subject to such ol
alterations as this Court shall determine on. ';-.;d.!,;
That the Rules and Regulations, as now altered and adopted # (0
by this Court, be printed and distributed. Jipart -
"An iy . . : . s That
T'hat no criminality attaches to D2r. Best, for misapplication ITIMI
of the Funds of this Lustitution. i it
H 3 4 LI - I:Ll-
That until a Committee for General Purposes shall be ap- Tl'lﬁ‘f
pointed, the present Committee of Rules and Management "-“‘7"",';‘
shall exercise the powers vested in the Committee for General '*'_"']'_ .
Purposes by the new Rules and Regulations. « (hemet
That the Offices of Steward, Apothecary, and Matron or "P'_ﬂ
Housekeeper, be declared Vacant on the Seventh Day of Oc- FggfCicl
tober next, and that the vacancies be then filled up.
That the Cordial Thaunks of this Court be given to the Com-
mitte¢ of Rules and Management, {or their laborious Inyves-
tigation of the Affairs of the York Lunatic Asylum, which has
‘led to a great Reformation in the Management of that In- Sig,
stitution. N
e o bR shive |
Fulll
Py ] r L P A o
From the York Herald of Sen. T . takenlatey
: WAV 2
1. The

WE congratulate our readers on the general results of {he
late. meetmng of the Governors of the York Lunatie Asvlum.

EET 0T

e - - .- l'l {
We hear that it was very numerously and most respectably at- % Thy
tended, and that Farl Fitzwilliim and Viscount Milion ex- BRI
pressed, in strong terms, their astonishment and regret at the 1 By
abuses which have existed in the management of the patients, kel o
as well as of the pecuniary aflairs of the Asvium. e thap
R N :
: IF'he lhunh:f ({i 1_.‘H, (_.-mnmuu_tt:_. at large, as well as of the Bisiry)
(Governors of this Charity, are due to the {W::n:;ﬂ:tur’ who have tpge

TN 'l:_fl;uriijl.ihl}' investicated into its state, and who, we under-
stand, have produced a new code of laws for its j'u[:;l-“11“,|mwl-_
el t'EI.IL:lL];I.f.L‘.d, as lar as laws can k_ll."? 4] prevent the l'E"l'?l]'—
rence of those disgraceful and trightiul evils, which it has re-
quired so III]llL'iI courage avd perseverance to expose and
remove.~—We trust, that in futare, the management of the York ¢
fL.onatiec Asyvlum will muke it equally honourable and beneficial Pl
10 our county.

—— e R — e

From the York Courant of Sep. 12,

] .4 g
: I E. must be matter of great and genecral consolation to the
Public, but more purticularly to the friends of the unfortunate
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THE YORK LUNATIC A&viun. i

T.unatics i‘qt\hnml in the Asylum at York, to hear, that after
most serutinizing and minute investization into the direction,
management, and treatiment of the Patients in that Institution,
only freo mstances of neglect or ill-treatment have been proved
against the Servants and Keepers of the Establishiment.
Report of a General Quarterly Cowrt, held Aug. 7th, 1814 ;
“ That in the case of Marrna Kipp, a gross neglect of
¢ ¢leanliness and of attention to tie person is in full proof.”
“ 'That in the case of the Rev. Mr. Scrorgy, there has been
considerable personal neglect, and that both towards Limself
and Mrs. Scnorey, some of the Keepers have conducted
‘ themselves in a very reprehensible manner.”

)
"

-

“ That in the cases of Georck Anruxper and others, no

# suflicient g‘i‘uurnl of censure has been established.”

e e e b B o

From the York Herald of Sep. 17.
=IR, e

AN article h;n‘ium_l;' nppp;u‘v{] in fwo of the York Z"{qu]mppm
relative to the late investications at the Asylum, ingeniously
énleulated to mislead the judgment of the punblic, 1 request you
to give a place to the following remarks :—

1. The  scrutinizing and minute investigation” was far from
being confined to the conduct of © Sercants,” and ** Keepers.”

2. The cases, in which no sufficient ground of censure was
established, were few in number.

3. Several Members of the Committee, and other {imvt'n_m':-;,
had move cases in store, had they been selicitous to ?-ci_aln-.i;u:nulu.
the charge of misconduet, farther than was requisiie 10 de-
monstrate to the Governors, the absolute necessity ol a radical
change of system. . ;

4. 1 am perfectly convineced, that Hw.lr_r*spvrtn‘.;ulu 111‘:31:1;:.1[:.' of
Governors, whose humane hearts and LlL.-elln_czl't-::tL-t_l minds have
folt the results of the late investigation, and who have honour-
ably concurred in effecting a reunovation of constituticn and
manazement in the Asylumn, derive taeir = f'a.ur..n-rrh_hr,n : 1,11”{
from a review of the past, but Ii'rum their anticipation ol the
Juture condition of that institution. : : .

5. T would gently hint to the author of the .;’l.i"LIt'!"..".EL]IIEJ[..l.‘.[.] t‘u:
that he would best show his prudence, Eillill liis regard {u._[;.\,.
ale investigation, ot LY

art wore or less affiectesd by the 1 : e
Pratties mokre < ast History of the Asy-

provoking a public discussion of tie p kis ;
- ' , LTI b i . iietly Lo rost.
lum, but by permitting the subject to go quiclly L
[ am, yours, &¢.

A MEMBER OF THE COMMITTER.




2,

R il ol

= A

e S g b

i s

E e P

&0 COLLECTIUN OF PAPERS RESPECTING

From the ¥York Herald of Sep. 17,

B e

Mr. Ebrron,

I'T must unquestionably, as stated in the Courant of Monday,
and the Chrouicle of Thursday, be a source of great conso-
lation tp the friends of Patients confined in the York Lunatie
Asylum, to find that a severe investication has produced but
two cases ol negligence or disorder in the servants and keepers
of that lpstitution—and those friends must bave heard, with
mo slight degree of surprize, that all these sercants, whose
conduct has thus borne the test of inquiry, have been diss
charged. from their respective situations—the SUPCTIOF ORES
by a numerous general meeting, the inferior by the commiltee
of inguiry itself. :

Perhaps some of your intelligent correspondents may fur-
pish me with answers to the quertes which follow :—

Was a gentleman of the name of Wilson ever confined in
the York Asylum ?

Were two guineas per week paid for his board and medical

attendants?

Of this sum did the House receive 14s. and the Physician 28s.%

Was Mr. Wilson removed from the Asylum by his friends,
on a gradual and alarming change in his bodily health ?

Was such change attributable to a deficiency of that per-
sonal attention, for which the stipend he paid was an ample
eompensation ?

Was this proved to be the case by his speedy recovery on
the restoration, at his own home, ol that care to which he had
before been aceustomed, and which his health required ?

Is there, in the above case, any charge against the Insti-
tution as ill conduected, or can it be said that such case is
evidence of funds misapplied ?

Were there, after the unhappy accident of the fire, 13 female
patients confined in one small chamber not more than 13 feet
long or 8 wide?

Was such chamber ventilated—and was it, or was it not,
eonstantly heated by a five?

Was such confinement continued for three or more months?

Had any, and which, of the servants and oificers of the Asy-
Ium, any knowledge or superintendence of such confinement :

Puring such confinement, had, or had not, offers been made
to the Asylum from the Quukers' Ketreat, and alse {rom the
Y.unatie _‘_H}'ium at f\;nlliu_i_r,‘]'.:'.lu__ of 1'<-L-t-i\i.1:_t' such patienis a=
the remaining buildings were lusuilicient for ¢
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PHE YORE LUNATIC ASYLUH. oF

l']")-]'i’, Were, or were not such offers rejected, and under what cir-
enmstances or on what oround ?

Were the iwo eases .-‘-Ei.']"-ii:ll]i]il.h‘it hefore the Commitice con-

R gidered ln' such Committee as accidental or insulated, or wera

_nf"ﬂ-r![;fsl they deemed evidence of the fif m_ml state and conduct of the

Ed =

l': :r:.f,_:%-. lu.-ﬂ]lh ion

o Ly P Was it not the n]nn:nn of the Commitice, when those two
Py cases were closed, that all further examination was supertluous?

il

have ), i Had not a Member of the Committee many other cases in

g

o i, ‘.'!. his hand, which he deemed it unnecessar Y, in the existing cir-
B

w A W ey | gu,uhl,dm,[ &, to l*lmlu«,L

» AOPE by o INVESTIGATOR.

|I|! .HJIJ“T

Hm.,“_.* Y

et gy From the York Herald of Sept. 21.
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ever ol ; “ Sullen, methinks. and slow the marnimg brealks,

8 As if the Sun were lisiless o appear,

] 0 And dark desfens hung heavy on the day.”
rd 8 g heavy
ard o e Darpad.
| = |
h!‘FJ}"ii{ﬂihl < ﬁl! R. -I'all'l T,
o by bis ik THE |1u|1h-. must feel themsclves greatly indebted to the
iy _h.‘f-f"l; 2ood intentions of those paragraph writers, who, havi ing heen
b o ’[m]u*[! in their attempts to destroy the {h.n.u-.tu: of the Phy-
1 T, T o r : .
ey o LL'_:_ sician to the Asylum, by charges which have been proved to
d wis 8 5 be groundless, are now anx;uuwh desirous of appealing from
, the honous “L:h* and the "r-ill.l!*hw[w:l verdiet of the Arehl ..]'\-.hl:rl:l
eedy memnd | of York and the Governors at large, to the more delicate, m:.i
-.:,}‘.'v‘“i-ri the consequently more liberal investigation of a Newspaper
t|--|‘*‘. ! conlroversy.
| a - - &
i [1_@!'~| After partial statements, whiell have insidiously conveyved
gas : : 3 ORI
t o G praise to Lords and humble Commoners, by whom such praise
" must be contempiuously disclaimed, the accusation of Ix-
b vesTicaTon in your last Her :H, excites in my mind sensations
b B ii\': widely different from those of .tpprm.ul.
pore B4 [n order to refute his .inquisitorial charges, allow me in re-
turn i'm his quer ies, to inquire, if !E:i: severe scrutiny f'f. "-'ll:-I:I".I
por it Pr. Best at the general -mml-' voluntarily and boldly suab-
' : ST g [ty -
mitted - did not lead to a j.'t‘lhn-t COnVICLLanm . on _1111. Tl.-l.]-..i- 0 |
mﬂ'fﬁ!ﬁf"' | every gentlemanly observer, that the couduct of that of ficer
F | & i I 3 j
']IIL..-_LJ I hind |}“L N }]Hui,a. |'.. correct, and that his unsolicited resig r t;1 T
il.-mll cﬂ::' | l:i._ S01e “1 ' L I=||I.l':|!|_|_I'||'.:"]'|!"l_|_ 1“-““ !! I.lj“" ] t[d';-\.'\--- g |.|||l.'||l,._.‘=I HE.
J’Mﬂl g ' proved at that meeting, had been nobly disinteresied,
et ) ; o h n recentlv vol et i el )
rfﬁrbgaﬁ;i'-:"; I1is continuance in ofhice, wilil I "“E voled sala Iy ol
JIJﬂi!;';n' E:;:j-;h'-r: {uine: 15, 15 :'I. |"' (Rl 3'|. ]..l-.L l-lh- {.J IYELUors I'.-.Il.
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sider his hoiiour to be unb lemishied.
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-&8 COLLECTION OF PATERS RESPECTING

The case of Mr. Wilson, to the display of which the elo-
quent pen of Investigator 18 se triumphantly directed, had
been already, after lengthe med discussion, discarded iu, the
resolution {}I_ i guarter I.‘q COurt, when it was re- }I‘U[Llh ed at the
;_[nmh!l nurpj'n" witih a ‘h-.'J'Il‘!IIIs nee and a .H.,ll Wi ].;n H
manded the atte ntion of the auditors =y and which -ii!lﬂ\ subsided
on the :{*:'5‘151‘1-* §i lu‘n[‘iHIUIT of the accusation —-—.m, hat this ae-
cusation was suboer e is evidenced I::\' the 1immediately sub-
sequent reselution, “ THAT N0 CRIMINALITY ATTACHED ro Dt
Besrt.”

Now, Sir, is it te be endured by the independent Governors
of the Asylum, which with ils present almost periect code of
yeeulations, rises in the luxuriant promise of surpassing al
similar establishments ; that the officer to whose skill and hu-
manity, after rigorous mqmn the Governors coniide the lives
of their patients, shall be p{ll’li‘tllclll\ tortured by anonymous
H Lt B ElIhh, W t‘::l l]l!ill'l the |:1M£ nee of |HI.HI.I( Justces, may per-
Laps, endeavour to eflect the purposes of private malice.

‘That the facts proved against the other officers of the In-

stitution, are |H‘=‘i'r{'il_1.' {eee from that l*ltm'nli!:.,' of erime which

we were led to expeet, must be evident to every unprejudiced
reddler of the resolutions of the quarterly courts ; and however
Ienient might have been the exercise of the boasted pewers of
certain Members of the Committee, or other public accusers,
those charges which, when demanded at the general meeting,
thev did not think proper to deduce, cannet now be honourabdy
alluded to as prools of erimination.

That the Committee declined the ofer of the Quakers' Re-
dreat. is a fact which excites in my mind no .'\'.I_-'i.?.i‘-.llljl'l. on thie
motives for their refusal, but the honour of the Committee
requires not my defence.

1t may r-;;i!'l'1-:-.' rest under the EJ‘.‘:jf:'{ﬂnn of that able Member
of it., who after his laborious investigations, now relaxes his
mind by skirmishing in the Hlerald, and Kinaly recommending
4 cnutious j‘l'u:h*m'v io 1Ju- riends of the “ PARTIES WHO MAY
RE MORE OR LESS AFFECTED' by a 'llla!t'uir discussion.

Az a disinterested f3oversor, I will not i"l‘::l':t motives of

fimid prudence, restrain the voice of truth in the just defence
of either a superior or an inferior oflicer, much less 1n the iz~
fonce of that Institution which ean never attain its merited ex-
altation, if the Managers in general, or its Pliysician in par-
are to be anonymously assailed with a constant repe-

&

fition of insidious clamour.

Far the purpose of promoling pence :!:‘.'.{!.'i_:;-: the various
parties i 1 ork, and to s'u move the animosities of conilic
interests or 4'.5:,'.'311 dnfed intricues, 1 eall iij'rL:'!] VO, !"i:'. “'I*

i | I e [ e 1 o e [ B
the other Editors of _i‘n]!:'i.v._ ,~_~, vou valve vour present esti-
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THE YORE LUNATIC ASYLUM. L}
attacks wpon the Asylum or its officers. UNLESS THEY
ARE SANCTIONED BY.THE OPEN SIGN A\TURE

TR Pl Fravaagy | - £ e ;
OF THE WRETER : and on this coldition, if Investigator

i 1I-i=~ Iﬂ'!l‘ﬁt person, to which Lam an utter stranger, demands
it, 1 will substitute my own name, however unimportant, foy
that ol
Your humble Servant,
T sl ‘,".- ] [} ] o = F 3
Fork, Sept. 19, 1814, ARISTIDES.

From the York Herald of Oct. 1.

ol
B

B 3 F¥e do not think it very decorous Jor a writer, who
.E”'m_ﬁ«.lr"f assumes a fickitious signatwre, fo call upon us to
refuse all essays which have not the real names of the writers
affived.  We are “ open to all parties, and jrmrﬁnjr fo none,”
hut mwe conceive the practice which Aristides recommends
aeonld he j!ir.f.-lfnr!'i:'i'f!.': to the interests of :sr‘.rt’.‘:'r*fy,, if r:.r.n’rjjyfr?d
:,fpmu,"lify_ and we do not sec ra‘h_f,r an f-'.i‘f'i"l_.lf;m! should be
made in _favour of the Asylum.  The multitude of our Ad-
vertisements obliges us to decline the peper of TuemistTocLes,

Ep.

Mr. KprTog,

HAD my wishes presailed, the affairs of the Asylum once
settled, had been no more discussed—but there is a restless
spirit abroad which, by assertions, insinuations, and charges,
precludes all hope of oblivion, all possibility of repose. When
the past state of the Asylum becomes a subject of congra-
tulation. can those Cominittees, can those Governors who have
again and again reprobated such state, remain silent? \}'h:‘u
* dark designs™ are insinuated, and the purest L‘u:u[l‘ll_‘f 15 at-
tributed to a spirit of intrigue, are not the calumnies to be
rl"pi'“f‘il f

It is most obvious that throughaut the long inguiries of the
Asvium Committee, no disposition hostile to Dr. Best ap-
peared—Uiis name was scareely mentioned in that Committee,
his conduct never alluded to, with the exception of a lew
the general powers of his office, uud. his
uting these powers. in t!w various
quarterly meetings the same reserve t-}ub‘- place, with one exX-
ception, a reference to his letter-to Mr. Higgins—yet Dir. Best
was the first officer and sole superinfendent of the Asylim,

: : fLit ::_e;r';r:r'HE and control—he was at once

all was wnder his m a ; . :
_I"l'h'lf"’."l-{-'!.””« eistier, ””{N“,l-__u'“ff ”u,ﬁ at a IJL’J'!U{.'.' Wi QOuses

fuestions respecting
general mode of exec

weie al their height.
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5o COLLECTION OF PAPERS RESPECTING

Was this cabal, was this intrigue on the part of the Coms
fnittee and the quarterly courts, or was it an unexampled and
almost incredible forbearance? 1 am not considéring what
would have been the result of an inquiry into the conduct of
Pr. Best, as sole director of the Asylom, I am h"[illiitlj_"‘ that no
such inquiry did in fact take pE-.w_e-. l am {'é:rlll-:‘!lhl.ll:':,'f" that had
faction, had eabal existed, such inguiry was an mstrument too
obvious, too important, for a moment to escape attention,

At the late general meeting a similar ‘l'.’U.'HEl._I-.’!'[ was observed ¢
Mr. Higgins moved that the olfices of the Instituiion should
be declared vacant—he did not precede his motion by a charge
against anyy—he professed to criminate none—great evils he
gaid had existed—it was necessary to resort to tl

he Liovernors
at large, who would deelare, by future re-clection or rejection,
what officers had, and what had not deserved the confidence of
the Court. Into one specific point, and one only, was inquiry
made by Mr. Higgins, the misapplication of the Asylum funds:
this inguiry was apparently forced on him, and with this all
reference to Dr. Best's conduet closed ; yet D, Best neas first
officer and sole superintendent of the Asylium—all was under
his management and control—he was af once plysician, vi-
siter, and master—and this at a period when abuses were ab
their height. 1 again demand, was this fuction, or was it
Forbearance? -

If the letter of Aristides extorts from me what shall either
pain or offend the Physician to the Asylum, it'is Avistides, and
Avristides alone, to whom the pain and oflence must be attri-
buted. It is not the malignity of enemies, but the injudicious
efforts of friends, h}-‘ which that gentleman sullers ; so long as
his friends will indulge themselves in unwarranted attacks,
and nill assume untenable positions, repulse must follow the
one, discomfiture the other—and to use his own E}!L]'.;I,:-il_':ﬂlli_l_{:{,
whilst the eombat is amongst others, it is himsell who becomes
the vicfim.

From each weekly payment of 15s. Dr. Hunter took 5s. ;
for each patient of the highest class, he paid the house 10s,,
reserving all beyond that sum to himself—if, for example, a
Lady paid three guineas per week, the house received 10s, the
physician 53s. Ddr. Best has added to the house veceipts, in
the first case, 1s. per week, in the second, 4s.—and this con-
duct is called by Aristides, “ nobly disinterested.” If what
the physician has paid over to the house, has bheen # nobly
disinterested,” what he has retained to himself must be ac-
curately, strictly, correctly his due, nay, the larger sums re-
ceived by Dr. Hunter, must have been the vight of Dr. Best;
it must be a right we relinguish, before the epithets * pobly
disinterested™ can i.ur‘i:-..t;ﬂy Ours.

L2t us hear what 1“‘:1;‘ been the 'f'?':!EI'.IILH‘I {}{" others on this
point, that of Aristides is already known. 1t was woved at
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THE YORK LUNATIC ASYLUM. 71
the late general court by Mr. Stapylton, not as Aristides would
have moved, that Dr. Best be thanked for the noble disin-
terestedness of his conduct, but in more humble terms, that no
blame attaches to Dr, Best—or to that effect—still referrine to
misapplication of funds—this modified praise seemed hiEh[
unpalatable to many, and an amendment was londly called for.,
Mr. Nicoll then proposed that * no eriminality attached to
)r. Best”—{rom this proposition, two noble Lords and se-
veral highly respectable gentlemen declared their dissent.’
What then, would their conduct have been—what their asto-
nishment—what their indignation—had the bold proposition
of Aristides been advanced!

On Mr. Stapylton’s motion, it was said by the highest cha-
racter in the meeting, that he had been an old Governor, and
might, by implied assent, have been supposed to sanction the
practice : had he been a new Governor, he believed he should
have voted the other way.—Very few ideas of  noble dis-
interestedness” had been impressed on a mind which could
thus speak. My, Nicoll, in making his motion, commented on
the gross impropriety of the distribution between Dr. Best and
the Asylum, but declared, that under the practice so long ac=
quiesced in, such distribution could not be deemed criminal.

To be not eriminal in the misappropriation of funds, con-
siderably differs from their being “ nobly disinterested’ in theiv
relinquishment.  Aristides asserts that Mr. Wilson's case was
discarded by a quarterly court, and subverted by the general
one. No vote of censure was passed on this case by the Com~
mittee, and it has never since undergone discussion, it has been
cursorily mentioned and no more. Censured or not c{‘li;-iltl'ud,
I demand an answer to my question— ¥ as Mr. Wilson'’s
health giving way for want of due atlention ? 1 will also ask,
with all the lights now thrown on the subject, does the Com-
mittee still consider this case as implicative of no misconduet

Aristides, with great prudence, omits all mention of the 13
female patients, for months confined in what can scarcely be
denominated more than a light closet.

I here, and I hope for ever, take leave of Aristides—but
though unwilling to wield it, my pen is not worn to a stump,
ior is my last drop of ink exhausted—if he seeks it, we may
meet again—as to his real name, 1 feel neither curiosily nor
care, and shall not, at his bidding, eome forward with my own.
Yet, unconscious of wrong, 1 ask no protection from conceal-
ment—if I have mis-stated facts, L willretract the mis-statement—
if I shall hereafter find that I have unjustly accused, 1 will
then most willingly, in my own person, apologize for the errors

or injustice of INVESTIGATOR
b‘

- S | ——— ——
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From the York Courant ::_f Oct. 3.

S,
T1iil exposure by Mr. Higgins of abuses in the York Lu-
natic Asyluin, having oceasioned an influx of new Governors,

and thus happily led to an overthrow of the old system, and
the adoption of wholesome regulations for the future mahage-
ment of the Asylum, the past might have been sullered to re-
main in oblivion. But sowe stubborn supporters of the old
system having plausibly insinuated, that only two insulated
cases of abuse could be established ; thus impeaching not only
the conduet of those who have been most active in pronioting
the late result, but the proceedings of the Court and Commiitee
in their removal of Officers and Servants ;. the real facts ought
siot to be concealed from the public.

Your Correspondent, Investigator, lias submitted some
queries, which 1 shall thereiore proceed to answer :—

M. Wilson was confined in the Asylum, at a payment of two
guineas per week ; but instead of this sum being received by
the Steward, and ecarried to the eredit of the Institution, the
Physician received the two guineas per week, and only paid
over to the Steward, the sum of fourteen shillings, in part of
the two guineas; putting the remaining oune pound eight per
week in his own pocket. This cireumstance was wholly un-
known to the Commitiee at the time when they decided that
there was no ground of censure.in Wilson’s case,

. This case however is by no means an insulated one; since
it appears by the Report of the Committee, that before the Fire,
there were in the Asylun 16 or 17 affluent Patients, whose ad-
mission was sanctioned by the Rules, solely to provide a fund
for the assistance of the poorer Lunatics ; but this benevolent
intention was frustrated ; only fourteen shillings per week for
ench affluent Patient being accounted for by the Physician te
the Steward.

It is also a fact, that one of the Patients entered in the
Steward’s book as paying fourteen shillings per week, or
thiriy-six pounds eiglt shillings per annum, was actually pay-
ing to the Physician three guineas per wi ¢k, or one hundred
and sixty-thvee pounds thirteen shillings per annum of which
sum only thirty-six pounds eight shillings was received by the
Steward, and carried to the credit of the I nstitution, in pay-
ment of the Patient’s board, lodging, &e. Iach parish pauper
was at the same time charged twenty-three pounds eight
shillings per annum ; half of which sun would have provided
him better accommodations and attention in a workhouse.

It would here be injustice not to state, that netwithstanding
this gross misapplication of the lunds of the funstitution, the
Governors at the laie General Meeting were almost unani-
mously of opinion, that no eriminality attached to the Physician
on that account, 'Uhe system of abuse had been carried on 10
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THE YORK LUNATIC ASYLUM, 73

even a greater extent for more than twenty vears previous to
his appointment.  There was reason to believe that when the
deviation from the Rides was first begun, a considerable num-
ber of ,{ -tﬂ‘-.'.!" Nors. connized at it, and * commended™ the late
Physician for having “ done wisely.” There was also reason
to believe, that on Lis death, a coasiderable nuwmber of Go-
veriiors were anxious to prevent a relormation in the system,
aud {0 promote its confinuance for the benefit of his successor,

Under all these eircinnstances, however contrary the practice
was to the Bules, (which ondy authorize the rm'l:'L;Jl of * mo-
derate and reasonable™ professional lees irom the affluent) can
it be wondered that the new Physician should be léd to con-
sitler the rules as obsolete, and the proetiez as bavilir received
at least the implied sanction of the Gecernors of ;‘-”'i,ur- ¢

No express sanction hiewever can be proved to hiave been
g;'-'["li, nor did these transactions ever come 1o the .klluu']mtgu
ol the Governors as a I;im!:.,. Th: public should be aware, fot
the honour ef the Institution, that m iny of the {Zovernors were
in no degree implicated ; and a noble farl who has been a
Lrovernor from the 1}1‘i:;’illtl| tonndatien of the 'Utl::lrit_'n.'._ whio has
regularly attended the Annual Meetings and andited the Ae-
counts, and who new exhibits a mere intimate acguaintance
svith tie state of the fuuds aad resources, than perliaps any
other (zovernor, eame torward at the Jate Meeting with all the
feelings of au hewrest and homovrable mind, te declave that he
had been totally deceived ; and to express his surprise aud n-
dignation ot the discovery.

Too much has been said of the general liame wivich attached
#o the body of the Governars ; there 1s surely a wide distinetion
betwoen those whe may have erred in a rewissness of n-
:-']_lr'.:-tlu':ln__ and too i]1|!]|.it‘i1 confidence in theiy Oilicers and Sep-
vants; and those, it any there were, who connived at and
promofed the application of the tunds of the Charity to the
private use of an individual.

YWith respect to the smallness ef the number of cases of gross
negiect proved before the Committee, the fact 1%, lilmt they who
preferved the charges, parsued the sime course as is u{uim'm[__!,'
EliiL-‘lJfl?Ei in Courts of Justice. When one f."ﬁilhinl L'lli]l'f-‘.'[}.iﬂ
fuily preved, # is nof usnal to waste the time ol the Court by
bringing forward others. It the servants were iully proved to
be guilty of * gross neglect” in the case of only one patient,
and if those wio mizht have been expeeted to notice the si-
tuation of a poor ehject covered with flth and vermin ; alinost
“ siripped of raiment ; wonnded and .:.::I_' {!,In:u], could * pass
by on the other side,” and satisfy their feelings under an idea
that they, individually, were not responsible, it did not require
the muliiplication of instaices te convinee the Governors, that
other pauper lunatics, equally helpless, must have been exposedd
to similar neglect.
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Sufficient cases were established to lead to H‘.r* Present
change of system and management; and to the establisiiment
of suards against the recurrence of similar neglect. ‘s.n-,““‘.-%
thes: : may be reckoned the reoular .-;*!”?HJLITI: IH ol a Committi &,
and of Visiters ; and the abolition of fees and ,uqﬂmum 'rIH.|I
to OQfficers and Servants, from these higher classes ol |+.m qits
for whom the poor appear to have |uc'1 ! elected. One of
the mew Rules ."lllJ]rlliL at Karl Fuzwilliam’s st Tyl ‘estion, [rar-
tic uL.rh calls the PPh H-H ian's attention to the state of l..f‘ per-
sons and apartments of the patients, in respect to cleanliness

and comiort.

ot Suflen, methinks, and slow Lhe ILI'!H'-'.ii!Iq Dreaks,
Asif the sun were listiess Lo appenr,
And'dark designs hung heavy on the day.”

This most apposite motto introduces the letter of Aristides;
which was first inserted in the Herald, and having been ap-
proved of, was honoured by a republication after five days in
the Chronicle:

Aristides cemplains of malicious attempts to destroy hy
“ unfounded charges” the character of an individual, whose
conduct has been * peculiarly correct,” and * nebly disin-
terested.”

Dees Aristides recollect that at the late General "'rh«:-f.in--1 z
gentleman who had fermerly been an eminent practitioner in &
particulay branch of medicine in the Metropolis, though lhe
was the princ F]hl!, advocate ter the Physician of the Asylum,

vet expresse qd, I very strong terms, inh doubts as to the Pro-

Jessional re -f;m" trily of that mode of remuneration, which Avri-

stides considers © peculiarly correct.”

Aristides has quoted in eapitals part of a well-known Reso-
lution ol the Governors :—

SNO CRIMINALITY ATTACHES TO DR. BES
but he has suppressed what follows :

FOR MISAPPLICATION OF THE FUNDS OF

THIS INSTIT 'L'E"ih}{ L

i .1I'.|'!-'lllilf"~i 13 sincere i believing that the Individual al-

[ ] - 5
luded to is It jured 'n mahicious charges, Iet him move the two
following Iie-w sfutions at the adjourned General Meeting.

1. That great criminality altaches to Mr. Higgins, (and
any other names who may be thoueht worthy to be added,)

. 17 i kS S
}f;r ;u.';;.'r.'rra:;ur and maliciows charges against the Physician,

That the wsician commands our admiration and thanks
I:l?!h IS ™ NORLY 1} |‘=|"-‘|' "“"lh-. Ei!!l'1  PECULIARLY |'|.i||iiﬂ|-.|'l":l
H Jlru.-. lLll..u_! EJ|. l&,_‘: L unds of ths “i|:li'.1‘-.'

A GOVERNOR OF THE ASYLUM.
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From the Yerk Chronicle of Ocl. 6.
SIR, iy [l
Me. Joxatnax Gray, who is named to me as the Author of
an anonymous Letter in Monday’s Courant, in his ailusion to
that of Aristides, which 1 acknowledge, and which T believe he
supposed te be mine, reproaches me with my arguments at the
Lxeneral \Ee-:-hri;:' ol the Governors of the .\4}'1'.1"} —and un-
guardedly insinuates that 1 am guilty of a disgraceful incon-
sistency of conduet.

With a wish to u‘an‘..ihlriv my disinterested .endeavours to-
¢ letter of bic: wards the prosperity of that Institution, 1 proposed, with de-

d Ha¥iae b ference to 1|n1 i lmhllrh:h and with marked respect to the
i ‘*;J'i"fli-.';.!- Commtttee, that a rrxep Satary te the _i:ll:l_‘.':'i:.l'i:llll .*_'LI.T.JI'.':]ll be
:u-r:-rn-u_'uc'L In preference to the payment of Three Guineas per

i 1'._r'::|'!. L htr,f_]l."\'.l.'{ hy tne E ommittee, ':m,'l i J'—I'i:‘fl.!rl'i‘l.'lli';‘ fo
o 16 et Voluntary Fees, as recommended by Earl Fitzwilliam. As
i ndividul v this plan, when I gave notice of it at the 1”'“ -ding Quarterly
Wl " g s Court, had no other advocate, and as, when I delivered my
arguments in support ef my Proposition, 1 had reason to ex-

+ Geners] Yoz, pect, that there would net be a single voice in its faveur, I felt

i some degres elated, when a large majority adopted what I
humbly conceive to be the strongest Pillar of the present al-
most perfect constitution of the Asylum.

Denl jractiset
-trﬂi-t-!'fé, e
ician of the lae
houbts as b e But does Mr. Jonathan Gray suppose, that to prove my
stion, whid¥ abnorrence of the late defective-Code ol Laws, it was requisite,
; ';!"' 1 H'a-uuix; endeavour to consign.to an wnjust PeR 's‘L'I.I.T'l'LII'I an
dndividual who was zailtless in the Corrupiions of that Code,
J“FLL; e and who had 51|'i1:|‘ to any ati ek, without solicitation, re “--{-',"I' d
a {arge Portion of those Profits to which 1 altivm lie * had a
RT0 ]]HEE‘- right” by long u:n.hl;ﬁ:]i:-z,u'f] asaee, and the open acquicscence of
tie I‘i'.‘-‘”f:f:',;r'-fl.'}'ﬁ' ai larget

HE }'1"5['5'-: Avistides did not, as Mr. J. Gray erroncously supposes,
i assert, that the * mode of remuneration” was pecuil acly cor-
&l veet ; but that the conduct pf the Puysician * was pec i-c-'-“f,{.
| if.-_l"#--""'r PR
il 1€ o COrrece.

[L{ hir-f'fl'w?.:r ]_ ;"':'il'q. was poi o |!r|'.|‘." |Flil '.H '.r r.l"lr-:‘r,i.f"'F-"‘-"' I:."r E}:'. }}J'.‘:: H 1;:‘1;
i.u'-’-‘“"jm._}?_.., Defence was in the open ane | candid di "" ay i "!" miegrity,
K H‘!""FH which advecated his cause to the breasts of i1="_ i g‘ idred
: o Aiovernors, whe, as Mr. J. Gray faiel) acknowledges, © atmost

I ',.'-‘Il'.-'-'n'r'lr:'fll voabtod m liis s aour, and his Piisoiran 3IEERS BER

P o 308 was the Arcusissor ofF Y oRk, Wios( '*1'”""' B MuIEFOSIn. S
Junt™ Feeling ; wWou d not permit bim to give a silenl vote, and wiio
ﬂu.‘l' I
r[f[u"’ - b Iii-:-lu':' Example i the ae Jenowleds rib of waperal errob,
i % SRR b I I by 1 4
'ﬂ.ﬂ ongiht o hiave pr duced a greater (e nie ‘.-tf io Feleral OLGIvie.
5 AN g ¥ i ]
}.I“LL \ristides is aceused by Mr. Gray ol suppressing the last
part of this wall knewn and frequently puilished Heselution
concerning “ Criminaliy,” but if the Context be rederred to,
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as Wilson's case is immediately antecedent, it will be plain
that Brevity and Propricty of luxpression required the omission
of the words “ Misapplication of Money.”

I beg now te. hint to my fricnd, Mr. Gray, for I shall be
sorry it he will not allow we to use that Title, that it is some
deviation from “ Proresstonar Resurarity,” to attack, with-
out open signature, the conduct of any Individusl, or any set
of Governors; and that instead of supporting the Queries of
Euvestigator, it would become him to advise that anonymous
Assailant fo restrain lus Avdour, or by maniully sheowing
bimsell in substance, and not in shadew, afford an opportunity
lor my easy refutation sf his Charges, instead of that pessible
tegal Discussion which his last Query concerning the Ilealth
of Mr. Wilson may appear to deserve.

But let us hope that at the Meeting on Friday, Good Hu-
meur amd Harmony wil be the ceneral ovder of the iay, and
that every Governor will then recollect, that the F‘-'D"‘[J(.'i'“j of
this Charity is inseparably connected with the reputation o1 s
Justly nceredited Physician.

I repeat the request of Aristides, that the Editors will not,
as they value their own estimation, admit into the Y ork Papers
ANONYMOUS ATTACKS o the Asyhum or Ms bhilicers.

MARTIN sTAPYLTON.
Helmsley Lodge, near ¥ork, Oct. 3, 1314

et G oY 2 3 e

From the York Herald of Sep. 1%.
B, 'i,_":-i- AR _.,'

A waum contest respecting the Asylum at York has nows
eubsisted for 19 months—it began aaor ginously, by a itiond
ol the old system, who designated himsel( + ‘!.‘.x-i:':iu‘m:"' B
the partizans of that system 1t vas then vigorously continued ;
by ¢ kvigilator” himself, auled by “ 8. Brodum,” “ Obsep-
vator,” and “ A Governor of the Asylum.” < A Friend to
‘Fruth” mext appeared, grossly mis-stuting the propertien of
deatis te adwmissions®, *“ Y. L. then strongly recommended
My, Higgius to the county, as an object of s tremendous
justice. A nameless paragraph procved the prsst

perlection of
i ] . bt . :
the Asylun government.—* Avistides

, M0 succession, blew the

* Thix reference induces me to slafe @ curfons and fmgortant Feet.  Theee fas pof
Been one dealli in Bhe Ay sivece Jrle 14, 1514, { s shay sig

v iening. ) | he numher
o porivents fa daad dime Sos cocfed Jvone 1O de 1O, Tu o th |,-.-|.:-r.-_-r:'m,-,- year Hhiere wers
b deablisapfricn was rearfy | in 5

e Live deerase aunrber of paltents—for He preceding
‘Illh" Medrs, Lhn aanma! puniber -':f ricaldits was abort 1 in B l.:.l' Lie aherige moneiver .-:_'J-.-l -
Licni slafement mest salisfy Gie public, fhod rafvens canadncioe o b foallh of
paliends were wanted, and foee fogn obbaihed.
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blast of war—and last, not least, ® Corrector” stepped forth,
in all the fearful dignity of a pamphlet.—Here, Sir, the cam=
paign closed —the enemy tarew away his arms, declared them
unworthy the warfare of a noble spirit—and protested, if he
fought azain, which he had much rather let alone, new swortls,
bucklers, and breast-plates, siiould be seut for from Sheffield—
with the owner's name neatly engraved on cach article.

In move serious earnest, Sir, is it to be permitted to a part
who anonymounsly commenced a contest-—who anonymwously,
for the most part, carried it on—and who conclude with as
coarse anonymous personalities, as could well flow from mouths
genteel, to call for names! Yet this, that party now does—
and he who nom withholds his name, is a liar, a coward, or af
assassin '—Denying, at all events, their title to demand a name,
T will assert, that the privilege of bringing forward a name (o
the world, or of withiolding one from it, has been adopted by
all parties, on all subjects and in all discussions—if to witiihold
a name were in itseli wrgng, it is sanctioned by universal prae-
tice—to complain of it is o mere trick of controversy—an at-
tempt on the pity of the puablic, wihen :L]:}IJE.‘i'llh: to its justice can
no longer be supported. This privilege, like all other pri-
vileges, may be abused—whethier 1t is in this contest abused of
not ; and if abused, by whom, is the true question.

The first attack of Evigilator appears purely personal—as
far as one of the two characters adverted to is concerned, there
can be no doubt the second Evigilitor is a counterpuart oi the
first. S. Brodum could only be written with a ':uupir of giving
pain, and holding up to ridicule—abuse seems the great object
of “ A Governor of the Asylum.”—* X 4" has no purpose but
calline down the public vengeance on Mr. Higgins—nor
¢ Apistides” any other, thain an assertion that Il]Lil\'uhl:tl.l_]m-
lignity agamst the Physician to the Asylum, is the true objec
of pretended reformers. ‘

In every contest, personality must, in some degree, m_ter‘
vene—where incudentally necessary to elucidate the points
discussed, it is unavoidable —where ilm’ilf tie end i'i“li_ fmu of
the discussion, it is odious: let the writers on boih Sides be
reviewed——on the one side, it will appear persons olly Were
in c:.-lltumpl:ltinil-—'m the other, measures—alu 50 :-i_ll'u-ll}’ s‘mrh
this rule been adhered to, that when by the reiorming purty,
persons were unavoidably -.11'.1:1h-:l_1u-~tl_m:~, ifmu b-..i.l‘ii‘_llllll.lf'.:-
duced with cautious reserve—mentioned in terms ol strict (-it"
cornm, and speedily 1i1.--'|i.1l:-:..~a:=.ul fer topics 14-5.-]' U-I.IL-'J]I‘:-IIHTL:' uii.
as a last expiring etfort of attack, and WAL all oticy e 1 ”
defence had fmled, this yery party, Wi0se Jurim;n';mc:r.,m.l veei
exemplary, ave genominated Lipellers —and m-i_mnn ;-_uc'. _!Iu:
formations are talked of : are 1ol gentlemen aware nr‘u_t. :.1.{.
defendants’ bok, In a cows of justice, 1s very bii]'ql.'i.ilﬂﬂnn -n l-i
hes rgom tor all—and that themselyes lt'.l'r‘i'...u-.:l..'lil al m...h|; u"-
puins in bespeaking, places? 1 will g0 1urihc11-"---;11 deserving

T B T o o L R S e
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them. : 1 have but to name the letter signed “ 8. Brodum” in
proof of this—that letter is introduced in no important publie
discussion—in support of no facts usecful to be established—it
18 a wanton attack against an eminent medical practitioner,
and its aim is to hold him out to the world, as a nostrum
monger and a gnack—a colleague of the Brodums, the Daflys
and the Velnos of the day. I will then ask these gentlemen
themselves, how we are to designate that writing which is an
anonymous attempt to wound the private feelings, and to injure
the public character.

And now, Mr. Editor, I hasten to a close—I trust. no more
to resume my pen—suceessive attack has ealled for successive
defence—we were first informed that the puast state of the Asy-
lum was a subject of congratulation—a few queries showed the
extent of past !]f[*'\-i!-l'm;l_;':-:, The world was next ;15,5;[[;-.:15, that
malignity to the Physician was the basis of our efforts—unex-
ampled forbearance towards that Physician was the answer
given and proved. That we were anonymous libellers, was
the next charge—that wé wrote anonymously in common with
our adversaries, and after their example set—that if there is
libel, amongst them it is to be found—this letter will suffi-
clently evince,

Aiter having driven the enemy from the field, we now rest
on our arms—prepared ior attack, but not courting it, In this
resolve, the recent clamour has no part—our objeet is attained
—and angry discussion has been our necessity, will never be
our choice, Willing as we are to be at peace—that fine flow
of epithet which seems to spurt idigenously from the soil, will
have no effect in preventing the discharge of duty, should fresh
occasiens arise. 11 called on,  Civis,” and “ Spectator,” and
“ Monitor,” and ¢ Investigator,” will still write wheh they
like, and as they Lke, will still publicly and openly speak—as
the firiends of reform have heretofore publicly and openly
spoken and written. By the temper of their writings, they have
shown they feel no malice—and by the tenor of their speeches,
they have evinced they liave no fear.

Thus tar they have never been personal—but a change of
systemn may be called lor—the peace of the Asylum must be
preseryed—its connmittee-room is not for successive generations
to exuibit the manners of a bear garden—and should they still
be found to speak in vain, they way find themselves compelled
at lengih to gcof. ;

EUMENES,
—2¢ i
Erom the York Herald of Sep3.

i

Sin,

I am aware that an intention has been manifested, of shut-
ting the public press againsi any statements on the subject of
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o = Dppd.

Py, W , : .

35"}"’1::-.* the York Lunatic Asylum; although the press has been the

ol g engine of whatever reformation may have been accomplished

o i) P * in that Institution.

L B

| '::.""._ 3 . | " 5

Oy o As the absent Governors, and that part of the public which

K thesy h has interested itself in the state of the Institution, may wish to

W ,“*’5'2-; have a correct aceount of the events ol the present week, I

140 ¥

" I‘_l-'r.; shall treuble you with a simple statement of facts.—On 'ilnn-.h}

“"'-'-3lll'.-. CVening, the Committee of the Asylum, being m' want of the
""'h,ur'sld*-i quarterly books of account with the patients, sent

] ingg M Mr. Pyemont, the new Steward, to wait upon - Mr. Sarr: (the

h"'j..r.r.,,,.l ' late "‘*-lr'u.u-.ll for the books lh'. Pyemont returned twice

o state of |, without them, and with an unsutislactory answer from Mr.

quenes g, FSUTT.

DEX awgf The Committee, on their return from the Asylum, called on

our efforts—ge, Mr. Sarr for the books ; but he peremptorily r'fﬁMEh’ to deliver

v e g them ttp, or to give any account of them. The Committee

moas [ibelle 1: then told him he would be Lumiwllvd to deliver them up. The

ey I commar v Committee reporte . Mr. Surr’s conduct to the quarterly court,

A—that i s stating their opinion, that these books were the property ol thb

i leter vl & Insti mimu indl submitting that Mr. Surr should be required to

deliver up these and all other books, papers, and accounts of

i the Institution, which were, or ougit to be, in his possession.
theld, wenmnps

ourtipg il I
ir object s st

The quarterly court {.nf_";_]LL'll:" Mr. Brook, tie treasurer, to
make a formal demand of the books, Mr. Brook returned, and
reporte d to the Court Me. Surr’s answer, viz.: thalt AFTER THE

'*“ will "“ COMMITTEE LEET HIM ON Monpay wiG T, HE BURNT THE BUOORS.
i _u”r“ : The procgeding adopted hn, the Couyrt on the oceasion, was a
f from ‘i“‘“ ! yole of disappr c;bf{hun of Mr. Surr's conduet.
1F
‘”LL wy A GOVERNOR OF THE ASYLUM,
Il wnte “?'t:' i) TR g VheT A L
d apenly ¢ — - -
bl -ﬂd ‘1" & 3 e
,np-nlb'f From the York Herald of Dec. 17,
q-:l[ﬁ]""
i,
!-*[‘””{MF: AT the Asylum Meeting last Wednesday, a Governoy
popi & brought forward a motion for putting down all anonymons
f.-ei"fﬁ'ﬁfrr:i:' publications.  ¥'his (it was most happily remarked,) was Don
MIU-’!Z Quixate fighting with the wind-mills. 1t was somewhat ex-
I s 09 iraordinary. that the mover himself admitted he had lately
s made an effort himself in the anonymous line; but he con-
E]_']I[:"E‘ fidently alluded to an honourable fricnd, whose hands were yet
unstained. That gentleman, however, confessed he was the
L aunthor of Y. Z. H’uih lind uum]x retl 1!.‘1.L from the practice.
51;"'3' ,[1'4" it is true, when an anonymous writer has arrived at Y. Z,
w he appears to have exhausted the .Lllrlulwi but still he may
WJ; try back for iresh game. When a worthy Baronet's hares
s " et i .
o

i e —— . P e B 5 B 3 . S ———— —Y
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have run through the -ﬂpll-niﬂ*t of plampers, and have amived
at Mr. ¥. Z., tally o/——yow’ll lind the next hare at A. 5.

The mover of the resolution against the freedom of the !1‘ S8,

discovered a fearful apprehension lost the burning uj' the books
should find its way mto the papers. DBuat really this is too
grand a winding-up of the drama, to be kept out of sight. Had
the argumentative Correclor been present, he would bave ai-
lowed this to be no indelicate disclosure, since it proves to ma-
thematical demonstratien, that this very conflagration has sealed
the fate of Mr. Hizgins,
We may imagine he would have spoken thus:—* Those,
my Lord, are the blessed effeets of © Eis Worship, “'-ilw.r
Ilu*‘"‘uﬁ s reformation. The reformation began in the ides
“ of lust December with burning the patients ; it has terminated
% in the ides of this December with lrl:l*llhf.., the books. DMr.
“ Higgins, my Lord, began the relormation,—#&rgo—DMr.
“ Higgins burnt both huulw.-:. and patients. And therefore, my
i Luul on the authority of the ¢ ancient history’ of Job, and
 the I'dh'l. edition of * Blackstone,” the inclipation of my mind
certainly would be, to commit him for trial at the next North-
allerton Sessions as an itl['{‘li{l:i'd'l‘}' . and let him {1i']n_‘tnl upon
it, the Bench will show Lim ne merey.”

(1]
£ 11

114

L]

&1

Avorier Y. 7.

Hmﬂmﬂ P E———

From the York Herald of Dec. 24.

Hin,

T rast week “]_{‘ql:‘..g‘ll]lt‘tl vou with the demand made by the
Governors of the Y ork Lunatie Asylum upon their late steward,
for the Quarterly Books ol Account. Ihis answer was, that he
had burat all the books, except one Quarterly account ending
Dee. 15814, which he qi.1-1i‘1.1-i‘-; d to the Treasurer. 'The pro-
ceeding adopted by the Quarterly Court, relative to Mvr. Surr,
wis a vole of disapprobation.

The following circumstance oceurred, at a Meeting of the
Committee last Monday. In cousequence of some further in-
quiry, Mv. surr produced a set of Quarterly books for the tast
sicteen years. ‘Flie bouks produced have been occasionally
inspected by the Governors: ey appear to contain an uc-
conl rﬂ" fhe nee .r.lr.”'. J P enis mmade to the -"i!r-u'n."dh,i'-'u.i' { e
j;rnw ris ; but instend of the sums reall y rece aved, smaller sums
are in many iostances inserted, the ditierence being paic d to the
]_’h}uu lan. Lune :31 ler Sed u {JLL.PM r l"r books, wineh still con-
tinues to be burnt, is that i which the Steward entered his
actual receipts ;—and 1t is by a comparison of the two sels ot
bpoks that the diterence would appear,
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There seems reason to believe, that if the burning story had
not been lm]hl’ !llv. credited, .:Ihl. il prowpt measures had been
immediately tuken by the Court ol Governers, all the boeoks
would have beey recovered.

A GOVERNOR OF THE ASYLUM.

e et

S

From the ¥York Herald of Dec. 2

P ——

T neceivep the following letter on Thursday last from D
Besy, sent to intimidate me from thal course “which: it is my
duty as the Editor of a Public Paper to pursue, I give it there-
fore to the world, anuexing such a comment as 1 trust wili
preciude all future attempts on my fears :

To Mr. Hargreve, York Herald-Qffice.
ﬁr!‘i',

T have only this Afternoon seen your Paper of Saturday
Past, which contains a Letter, the tendency u.)‘ which is ob-
wiously ingurious to me.

It is I presume unnecessary to apprise you, that es the

Publisher of various libe ul!.s u.;:{msi ne, ou are uf! eady cum-
pfr-f‘ {y in my power.

I mevely write this to give you notice, that i 1; one syllable
shall appear tn any of qun‘ ﬁn’uw Pr:__m;n in allusion to me,
which Hay wiuut u;‘ an mprl!f}th oy even an n_‘!' ensire
construction, my next communicalion 1 ith you wall take
place throvyl my Attorney.

Lest yow should be musled by this notice, you are desired
w0t to .rr”uufm this lelter as (uru rr;ang aniy m.*mulnuu of an
wilentfion on mey I|r,a.ruif .*u gperlpok the past, on condition q,:f
your abstainmy from pjuring me wn juture,

I am, §e.

Castle- Hill, TWednesday Evening, C. BEST
Dee. 25, 1814.

The abnses of the York Asylum bhave heen long before the
Public—they demanded full, free, and open discussion—they
have obtained it—and their rectincation has bheen the resolt —
OFf this discussion the York Herald has been an instrwment ;

< of the free and fair discussion of public abuses it ever shall

be—beyond this I have not gone—und short ol this, no methods
i:'l tlil]l;’h] 13 LR | "'\-.ht_li -41':1-“‘.1_. e s [UL-. __l nave snoawvll ]]‘.‘Fj i
tiatity.

To Dr. Best and his friends equally as to their opponents,
this i’“i"-'r hias fyeeny urr:].-—:.".ﬁ.'i..l. i l_lli'L'Li‘:L'\:.‘i’i."l.'ﬁ'r.rllijhr.ll..'!i ave
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on either side been indulged, no man ean Lesitate fo say from
which party they have |}H]'{E‘l"l.11i1 To Dr. Best I have no
il will—thveugh this paper as a medium, he has neither been
libelled nor abused. The situation he holds in the Asyvlum hias
frequently and necessarily brought him forwards ; never as an
ohject of designed dL[.if]'L; if :1[ any time, in a light grating to
his own feelings, it is, because truth was otfensive. 1 have
only to add, that what i have done, 1 am ready, and 1 have no
doubt, able to vindicate.

EDIT,

—= e

% From the York Herald of Dec. 31.

Mr. EpiTor,

HAVING asserted in my late * Vindication of Mr. Higgins,™
That Dr. Best was publicly censured for his letter to that gen-
dleman, I have been charged with wanton and willul falsehood.
Wholly unmoved by virulence of language, which is disgraceful
1o those only whe adejt it, I yet find ihe charge demand some
notice—misapprehension exists—the public is of opinion that
explanation is called for—and 1 readily yield that to publie
opinior, which private vielence could pever have extorted
Mr. Higgins letter respecting concealed cells is well known—
in answer to that letter, Dr. Best says, that “he Mr. Hizgins,”
*¢ has labeured to misiead and inflame the publiec mind 1o the
deep prejudice of individuals, by an insinuation which, af
dhe time he was bringiny if forwards, he knew to be wholly
anrfouwnded.”

Such expressions towards a Governor of the Asylum by one
of its Officers, for what that Governor had said, it was deemed,
in the discharge of his duty, were considered by many gentle-
men as ferming a ground for censure—they determ ined ac-
cordingly to come forwards on the Ldth of April, and of this
r. Best had notice.

4'he moee adopted, was ene which they considered at once
anild tewards Dir. Best, and suibiciently ~vindicative of My,
Higgins’ conduet and letter. A wotion was broueht forwards
hy Mr. Nicoll cor their part, “4hat it is the opinion of this
Lourt, that Mr. Hizrins is entitled to the thanks of the Go-

wernors, lor his uprignt, persevering
an bringine to i
dustitutien.”

, and suceessiul exertions,
it tire abuses which have ;]:'l'!.';lii:-;l 11 ths

il
o

In making the motion, Kr. Nicoll at first said little, either
in e way vi prelace or explanation, but on some gentleman’s
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observing, that a censure on Dr. Best appearved to be intended
Mr. Nicoll declared-—such was his object—ie then read |“”'h';
of Dr. Best’s letter, commented on them, and fully avowed the
true construetion had been put on his wotion, he did intend
Hﬁ:u'f"f.l_rf to censure Dy, Best.

Mr. Alderman Wilson then said—he thought My Higzing
entitled to thie thanks of the Asylum Governors, but not at that
_].::tl'lit'l:il.m' time, but he still more should object to the motion,
as it was meant as a censure on D Best—TFhus explained,
thus commented on, and thus construed, the question was put
aud earried.

=ir William Ingilby, the Chairmam, before he declared the
numbers, ealled to Dv. Best, and asked if he meant to vote on
this occasion? Dr. Best declared he did, and his vote was
taken accordingly. If doubt existed, would not the Chairman’s
1]m-:-1'l'|un have done if ;1‘.1‘:1}': it is a common rule of con-
struction, that every proposition is to be taken i the semse of
the proposer—that this vete was proposed as a censure, and
Wils guhqmﬂ as such, is WHUH}' free from doubt—and all that
can be said 1n up[m.-‘-ii:i:lu is, that the censure, though i-,\jyl.ig-]llyr
avowed, was not explicitly recorded—that it was not so, was
meant as an act of Kindness to Dr. Best, ol which kindness the
world sees the requitak

F'urther explanation must be wholly needless—if there is an

l|:;|}1‘;~jt|{':ic'e*[l reader who can now leok on the expression of

my pamplilet as erroneous, 1 am sure thiere cannot be one who
avill accuse me of wilful error.

A NEVW GOVERNOR.
e R B —

From the York Herald of June 17, 1815. .
M=r. EpiTog,

AT the Quarterly Court of Governors held at the Asylumr,
on Wednesday, the case of Ann Thedwin, who had been sent
{from the House in a state nf Filth, on the 12th of _"Llil‘il last,
was fully inquired into and perfectly ascertained. Buf it was
determined by a majority of the Governors present, that it 18
nore better, that any instances of neglect or mismanagement.
that may oceur in that Institution, shall not be made public, as
the exposure of such faets can no longer answer the purposes
formerly desigued by it.

I am, Sir, yours, &e.

AN ObasERVER,

e

i, W
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From the York Herald of August 28.

AT an Anowal €ourt of Governors of the YORK LT
NATIC ASYLUDM, held at the Asylum, on Friday the 2518
day of Augist, 1815.

Farl FITZWILLETAM in ihe Chair ;

Reosvolved Unanimowsly,

That this Court feels, with the highest degree of satisfaction,
the very great |1:1prmv1u'“:i which has taken ||1![F‘- n every
ih'.‘iil.l.l“l]“-?t of this Institution, since the General Meeting in
August last, by whieh they have no doubt, that in point of
humaue treatment of the Patients, amd the general order and
eleanliness of the House, the York Lunatre Asylum is scarcely
excelled by any similar Institution in t'tw Kinedom ; and this

Tourt returns thanks to the Committees, Visiting Governors,
and Ladies, for the attention to the i}-ttwh which tivey have so
humanely undertaken, and so judiciously and zealously pers
formed.

This Court contemplating the great improvermeits matle in
the state of the House, feels a pleasure in acknowledging its
great obligations to Goprrey Hicains, Esq. (o whose zeal and
perseverance the origin of these mprovements must 1n a great
sucasnre be aseribed.

Resoleed Unanimously,

That a Committee be appoiuted to take the state of thé
Asylum Buildings inte their consider: .lmn, and to report their
uimimu Il"hll!"Lllll” any alterations, additions, or unlntuun ents
therein, and the means of tie Institution to accomplish them,
to a Speeial .\I_mi,mu, of the Governors

Resoleed Unanimously,

That the said Committee do consist of seven; and that
B. Breoksbhank, Ksy. Rev. T. C. . Read, Rev. W. Dealtry,
Mr. Samuel fuke, Mr. J. Gray, D. Russéll, Esq. and the
Rev, RS, Thompson, compose the said Committee.

Resolved,

That the Resolutions passed this day be printed in each of

the York Newspapers.
WENTWORTH FITZWILLIAM.
Thie Chair !julnﬂ' taken hﬂ.‘ the Rev. Robert 'l’f-mﬁ't,

Resoleed Unanimously,
i i .1' the cardial Tianks of this Meeting be "‘lull to the
Richt Hon, Farl Frrzwirnvian, for his very able and patient
.ﬂLmu‘.mn to lieu: Business of the Day.
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A Letter to the Rizht Ionowrable Farl Fitzwilliam, together with
variuus Letters, Reports, &c.; and the New Cude of Regulations for
ils future management, By GoneREY. HI1Go1NS, Esguunam.» 3 O

A few free Remarks on Mr. Godfrey H jrgins’s Publications, &e.
li‘f CE]H][]-‘.("]'[I“ suaganyunnse s BFignn --.-.i-.i---ul-l-+i+.--l|-u------'I---I"l---nnun---r-- [} E
A Vindication of Mr. Higgins from the@hkarges of Corrector ; including
(i ) -E'.:II:.'-!'!i'.'l:! :'i,‘l“ j{! I:'L'.ﬂ'-!!’ I:IJ..,l"'.l'.f.l'l.'|:-!J't'|fl!:ll.l'-I-'HI t}':r A NH‘-II‘- L}UT ERNOR. sirnsins I. l}
Retaliation ; or, Hints to some v \the Gocernors fgf the York Lunatic
_.."J‘.ﬁ'll',lﬂlu;lﬁ.'j iy {_:]J..:\ RLES ATEINSON ciircsssssrrastanastissssanatacssssrsnsnsess 1 v
A History of the York Lunatic Asylum ; with an Appendiz, containing
Minutes of the Evidence of the cases of Abuse lately fmji!iﬂ‘r:! aitter

ty @ Committee, §¢ By JONATIIAN (FRAT weoanerinninsintpmemmantmsaiin. 38 - 0

The Rules and Regulations of the York Lunatic Asylum, with a List of

ghe Governors, S c. gorrected to 135 of Sept1 BLE. wavduuns 1 2
JUST PUBLISHE. ,
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Errata.

e

Pape,

70, for Sept, 11, read January 14, 1815,
18, linc 32, for Evigitator, read Evigilalor.
18, for Septs 3, read December 17, 1814,
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