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( Exlracled from the York Herald of Saturday, Dec.4, 1813,

Te ree Eritor or tok Yorx Heranp.
Sir,

I think it my doty to inform the public, that T
have presented the following Stitement to the Go-
wernors, at the Asylam, this day. Iam not at pre-
sent ioformed, what is the deckion of the Court,
I shall therefore make no comthents, nor give
any opinion upon what has pased, but T do most
confidently hope, il the Governors have thought it
Tight to come to any decision 3 that, at least, the ni-
iure of the evidence upon which that decision js
founded will be stnted o the public. However, I
cire litdle what is their conelusion, so that it only pro-
duce such wholesome Regulations; (the appointment
of Visitors, &e¢. &c.) ns may prevent even the sns-
picion of sweh’things occnrring in fuinre.

I remaing Sir, your humble Servant,
GODFREY HIGGINS,
Yone, Thuereday Evening, Dec. 2, 1513,
My Lomps AND GENTLEMEN,

T think it my duty to Jay before you the following
stitement of Certain facts, which came publicly be-
fure me ns & magistrate, respecting a limatic of the
name of Win, Vickars, 1 bave dane myself the hin-
nogr of presenting them o vou in person, in conses
quence of a conference I had some time ago ot Don-
caster with Dr, Best, and of ihe advertisement b=
lished by him, the resalt of that conference s and
also, in order that T mny verily the docoments s far
@5 in my power, and be ready to nfford yon any ex-
planation which you may reguive.  The ohject of
this slatement, W, Vickars, was sent io the Asyliin
by my orders, against his friends’ congent s the evi-
dence respeciing him was given pulbilicly in the Town's
Hall, at Doncaster, and 1 think T am bonnd, in jus-
tice tomyself, as well as to this peor but respectable
and unfortnnate man, to show that T will pot cOnmive
at the injustice with which he appears to me to have
been trested ¢ his friends g lenst shall be sntisfied,
thut if justice be not done to him, the fanlt is not

mine. It bas been represented to me, that T ought fo
have sent the stalement first to Dr. Best, before I

published ir, 1 think otherwise.  But it may be well
tor those who are of that opinion to recollect that, in
conseguence of Mr, Peacock™s conduct, the dnctor
had all the opporiunity he could require of rendering
a satisfactory explination.  He took the apportunity
afforded to kim, by coming nnd tnlking with me at
Doncasier, and by giving me o writlen stnlement, in
defence of the Asylum, marked F. which, to say the
Teast of it, is not satisfactory 1o me.

At the tie I first wrode the statement which 1
sent to the Cournnt, marked G, 1 did not keow the
name of any person eonnected with the Asylum : I
had never read any of the letters which have Intely
been published in the York papers respecting it nor
have I to this day read more than three or four of
them, and I never have had, until this week, any
communication, dircetly orindirectly, on this subject,
with any persan in the City uf York orits meiglibonr-
hood, except Dr. Best and the Editors of the two
York papers. I should not have said a word of my
0w 1 Frelives oF conduct in this affair, bad it not been
for snmeihing like an insinvation contained in Dr.
Best's letter marked H, of Nov. 20, that I was lend-
ing my name as o magisirate to encourage a malicions
conspiracy against him and the Asylum : bat 1 hope
and trust no ane will believe that T would so far for-
Eel myself and the situation 1| bave the honoor to
hold. Noone, surely, will mEpect me, of wishing,
“wmstonly, tw hurt the feclings of any man, much
less of o man like Dr, Dest, whom 1 had never seen,
and of whom [ had never heard any one speak,
but with esteem and respeet.  He may think it
policy o torn the attention of the public to my
wllences instead of the ofences of the Asylim, but [
do ot think it will avail him much, 1 cannot
think, that in attacking me, he bas taken the best
method of defending himself.

By Dir. Best's account, the only diference in
opinion betwixt him and myself, seems to be, that ke
wanted o fall and compleie investigation in privite—
£ wanted one in pablic. In consequence of the Doc-
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tor’s journey to Doncaster, T have had a great deal
mare tronhle than I shiould otherwise have bad 3 bug
T shoutd have been :|.r|||_||3' :'ll-pi‘lil.!, if I1|_'!' trouble il.}ld
been ten times as great, by the thanks of numbers, for
taking up the conse of their relationsand friends. ¥et,
in tevernl instances, when 1 hove urged them o let
me bring forwards their individanl case, the amswer
has been, I cantake care my friend shall be il used
no more, bt [will not advertise him in all the York
paperss for a lunatic, 1 shall now probably be told, L
aum raising an outery again—be it so ; but what L say
is tre. L think po one will deny, that the ease of
Viears ks o very strong one in its preseil ppearinee,
Having brought it before the publie, 1have done my
duty, amd I shall be very glad, if the gentlemen cogn-
nectedwith the fnstitintion ean be able to show that they
have done theirs, and to convinee the friends of YWin,
Vicars and the public, upon nnguestivnabls evideonce,
that his case has been mistmken ; bat [apprebend po-
thing short of the whole evidence being laid before
the public will he deemed sntisfoctory—I|ess than that
will not stisfy me.  Upon the document marked 17,
Dr. Best's defence, "which he might bave pub-
lished, if he had thonght proper, along with mine,
I think it i'ighl fo nbserve, that it seems 0 me incre-
dihle that any inferior servant of n mad-ho
be found o humane as to lend his cl
weeks oo botsy and itchy pauper,
and itehy at that time, was =0 mizschi
ofall restraint, to destroy his own clothes as fast ns
they were given to him, and for whom the opoleng
township of Fishlake was bound and willing o fing
EVEry Mecessiry. I may IHI:h”II:r‘ err in my j|;[!
ment, bat I cannet admit such interested and ineres
dible evidenee 0z the above to stand in conpetition
fur o mument with the disinterested and anobtruded
evidence of Francis Moat and the {wao Maples's,

1 songht their evidence it was not offered to me,

I think it ri;h! o cormect o mistmke which tinl
place in the copying of my first statement in the He-
rald ; the words, * except Mr. Bransop,” ought to
have been inserted in the tenth line from the bottom,
after the word ** agree.”

I called on Mr. Bramon fawcice on R;.m;.j;,:r- Inst,
and sent & SJ:Dti:d MESEnEer 0ver o him on 5.1”.1;]_’.
with a note, to apoogize for the mistake, and o in-
quire whether he recollested any thing more respect-
Ing Vickars: he was unfortonately from bome, but I
received a lelter yesterday, to inform me he now re-
collected that Vickars was hll|ﬁl‘i{‘l|l|:r' violent 2t his
house ll!l_im-lil’_\' and r4'r:|||in: i recomnme ndntion to the
Asylum, T certainly pever doubied the man's jpss-
nity 3 1 believe Mr. Branson-never sw him afier hug
reiurn=—3r. Maples never before his admission.

The cases of Wilson, Schorrey, Kidd and Thirkeld
appeir o me to demand your serious attention,

It really surprizes me, considering the genernd dif-
ficulty of substantiting particular charges in regard
to the treatment of Lunatics and the delicacy which
generally exists in exposing the instances of this dis-
ease, that [ have been able to collect sueh & mass of
important evidence in ere day and a half.

There is one other fact, of which no sepamte do-
cument is Jid before you, to which I must eall your
atlention.  Sinee the st of Jansary lust, 23 or 24
persons appear to have been baried at 8t Olave’s
charch From the .r'l.!-i_'!.':ltm, You will Nl[um"}' inguire
whether all the patients who die in the Asylum are
interred in this place,

Surely, my Lords and Gentlemen, i yon dispas-
stomatcly discuss the circumstances which T have kaid
befire yon, you must agree with me that public in-
vestigntion into the siate of the Asylum, of which you
are the guardians, is absolutely necesary ; and that
the institution ought to be placed on such a footing, as,
hy the purity of its principles, the frankness of its
procecilings, the wide extension of its doors 1o the
inzane poor, might challenge and command the ap=
probation, the confidence, and the continued pa-
tronage of that liberal public to whom it is indebted
for its origin and support.

GODFREY HIGGINS.
Yorx, December 1, 1813,

et R i ——
(P rinted by W, Harcrove and Co, Herald-Ofice, York.)
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