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THE PROPHET JEREMIAH,

A BIBLE STUDY.

JEREMIAH among the prophets has been frequently
compared to Paul among the apostles, and the com-
parison seems to be horne outin a variety of particulars.
Lhey were both chosen vessels to bear the name of the
Lord before the people and before kings.

Though separated from each other in time by the
distance of six centuries, a considerable similarity may
be traced in the vicissitudes through which they passed
and the fortunes which befell them. Both were objects
of intense enmity from their own people, at whose
hands, though they loved and strove to serve them
with the utmost devotion, they endured much ill-treat-
ment and persecution. What Paul records of himself,
that he was “in perils by mine own countrymen,”
applies equally to Jeremiah. Both were beaten—Paul
certainly, and Jeremiah probably—with rods: both
were put into the stocks ; both were imprisoned ; both
were In ““ tumults oft”; they both held themselves
disencumbered of domestic ties—Paul, we may reason-
ably believe, that he might dedicate the whole of his
energies and affections to the preaching of the Gospel
and the spread of Christ’s kingdom ; Jeremiah, as we
know, that he might not experience the grief of seeing
children of his own share in the calamities of a sacked
and captive city. Each of them had to proclaim views
and doctrines violently opposed to the pride and pre-
Judices of his countrymen. One had to preach the
overthrow of the religion of his nation, and the other
to foretell the temporary overthrow of the nation itself :
and, finally, both sealed their testimony with their
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4 The Prophet Jeremuah- _A Bible Study.

blood. Thesze 1|1|n51';1.-: of accordance are found in their
outwanrd iin‘-a'_: but their inner hite, as ]Jl'i"f[}""i in their
respective writings, 18 not without numerous and in-
teresting harmonies. Both are eminently subjective,
and it is in a large measure owing to this subjectivity,
that so much of their personal history 18 Interwoven
with the ;1‘1'1'*;][ themes on w hli}] 1||: Y Were respec tive l‘-.'
encaged. Whilst pursuing with unflinching zeal and
fortitude the high commission '-.Hl!l ulmh they were
entrusted, and br: aving every which it
1111“]:1 lead them, the Y were nll.lli". :II.J".l" to the suffer-
ing which 1t ent: ailed. W ||LL t wi 1”11 imcurring the
]nw-. of all thi Inges, t]u‘» were J[v of the extent
of that loss. {]nmw to I]I]L T |clm sympathies and
quick emotions, they were both pec uliar ly amenable to
the influence of external circumstances, and the feel-
|T1f_|;.~'~ entertained towards them ]1_\' their fellow-men.
But here we are on the threshold of a marked
'I_H".'L‘l'-"lll'i'l'k' between the two men. Paul was the dis-
seminator of the glad tidings of life and 1mmortality,
and he foresaw a nluu|c-11- future of blissful eternity
beckoning him onwards and sust: uning him 1111:11:-r|;
every tri |[ Henece he goon rose in I|1u]+|]+ lant ecstasy

above the gloom of present woe. He sang praises in
the tlmmc-un and the stocks of |‘|||§|p|:| There was
more of elasticity and enthusiasm in his constitution

than in that of Jeremiah. The I:rl[m.' was more dis-
heartened by adversity, and even on one occasion
Was S0 Iht;lmuuhh dv]uvaaul as to curse the day on

which he w as |antn These traits 1n 1]1[- character Ur

the Prophet render his writings peculiarly interesting
in a biographical point of view, and it is to them that
we are indebted for some interesting details of his per-
sonal history. We know more of him as a man, and
of his feelings in the trials he endured, than of any
other prophet. His inner life 1s shown with a sim-
plicity and pathos which link the favoured seer by

common sympathies to the uwmiversal brotherhood of
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man. ].i‘-.'i]]f_[‘, as he did, in the exalted ':'.:'.1_{](1]:,4 ol
Divine communion, he was still keenly alive to the
treatment he received from his fellow-men.

Whilst our admiration is ill't'i'[:g.' accorded to the
conscientious faithfulness with which he fulfilled his
prophetic and ministerial functions, he engages our
deep sympathies for the strain and trial to his natural
cisposition which those funections occasioned. He was
of a shy and retiring disposition, constitutionally ad-
dicted to mel: uu]mln and especiz l”".' adapted to dwell
on what 1s -ﬁ]nnnn and discour: aging ; and his writings
show a remarkable power of describing scenes of woe
and desolation, and depicting the sombre and suffe Ting

phases of human experience.

The wvicissitudes and distresses of his own life are
vividly reflected in the colour with which he paints
the moral landscape of his time. The gentleness and
susceptibility of his mind are too promiment to be
concealed even amid the greatness of the national
catastrophe of ulmh he was the herald and martyr.
We see this Liurupl,un strikingly exemplified if we
contrast the narrative of Daniel with that of Jeremiah.

The sublime |;1111.m]11]1l'5 of Daniel holds him 1n sus-
tained attention to the overruling providence of God,
even 1n the midst of events attended with the severest
trials to himself. When he is cast into the lions’ den,
lhtmf-h he spares a thought for the feelings of the Llns_-,
he has none for himself as the chief sufferer. When
Jeremiah passes through an ordeal less ecritical, he
introduces into his narrative details highly suggestive
of the personal suffering he endured, such as that he
sank into the mud at the bottom of the pit, and that
]h Wias lnm’r: :] hlr |:n‘-. Ihultlnl Jtl]w‘w [H“E [-'| 'l'l]]ll{l ILIH
arms. Daniel’s majestic narrative simply states, that
he was “ taken up out of the den.” No doubt he was
cast into it with as little tenderness, even if he was
taken up with more than his contemporary.
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These lar‘hmm] details add very much to the charm
of Jeremiah’s writings. They supply a want which we
all feel in reference to men :h:m T 1|‘. (God as the ve-
hicles of his inspiration. We want to know what sort
of men they were, and whether they felt like ourselves,
and the social inc nh nts which befell them. This kind
of curiosity 1s U*-[J[[hl” quickened in regard to the
prophets and heroes in the Holy Seriptures, who seem,
by their spiritual loftiness, so far removed from the
'apln re of ordinary men.

Who does not r-u-dl]\, enjoy the glimpse given us in
the Gospels of the [nmmu] appearance of John the
Baptist ]]:.“ the mention of his raiment—no soft cloth-
ing, but a garment of camel’s hair and a * leathern
“EIR“U .]ilrn'l his loins.”

It is not, however, in view of such details that the
following pages are written, but with that of presenting
the life and labours of Jeremiah in a rather more con-
nected review than we have them in his own writings,
in order that we may realise a little more clearly w hat
kind of life some of these © pmp]u ts and holy men of
old” had to pass. The history of Jere miah offers a
good illustration of what 1s said in tiu- [ipistle to the
||1_-1311 'ws of those heroes and martyrs, “of whom the
world was not worthy ;7 of their tf1=111+i old faith rising
bright and steadfast over all the suffe rings of this ]l[L
nful%i their eyes were H[LLlulsaal’tx fixed on that cty

“ which hath foundations whose builder and maker 1s
(zod.”

Jeremiah lived in stormy and troublous times, and
his public life as a prophet and preacher extended over
i 1JL'1‘iful of icnh' years. He llt'j_t;;m his career when
a young man, in the reign of Josiah, and outlived
the four .44.L1{-{_-1_'1_-c_]mg_' |g111gh‘ and the downfall of the
kingdom,

rl'[][j'u 18 [f‘l']lill.'illl"g.' .:-¢]I|.~=:J't1t']'u]|l{' L-l}r:h'n1.']'1[1!}_{('111!1'111 11
the order of the ‘n‘.lil‘i‘ill-tlg_‘:';ﬁ as they are now placed,
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The Prophet Jeremiah—A Bible Study. 7

looking at them in a chronological pumr of view.
Hmuuh 1t cannot be asec [..1.1;11!1&:1 in what order
]mvmmh published his writings, it is certain that the
Divine messages were delivered in a different order to
that which ihm now occupy. The first twenty chap-
ters contain discourses delivered during the reign of
Josiah. The king who reigned next en‘tct Josiah was
Jehoahaz ; then followed Jehoiakim, Jeconiah, and
Zedekiah, Jehoahaz and Jeconiah are not mentioned
as reigning by the Prophet, probably on account of the
shortness of their re igns. “Several chapters, however,
are occupied with the time of Jehoiakim, and yet we
find chapter xxi. dealing with the affairs of Zede kiah,
who succeeded him. Again, instead of continuing
what relates to Jehoiakim, and his brothers Jehoahaz
and Jeconiah, in chapters xxii. and xxiii., by inserting
the section contained In xxv., which is mpwm[lv re-
ferred to the fourth of Jeholakim, we find, in ch: apter
xxiv. 8, 10, a prediction belonging to the time of
Zedelaah. We have, likewise, ch: 1111‘{ 'S XXVil., XXViii,,
TXIX., XX, and xxziv., ltfulml to the reign of
Zedekiah, whereas chapters xxxv. and xxxvi. relate to
transactions which occurred in the reign of Jehoiakim,
There is also the introduction of a passage, chapter
xlv., dated from the fourth of Jehoiakim, after L']w
predictions relating to the Jews who had Elsd to Eoy
subsequent to Thv destruction of Jerusalem. "n"nlh
these exceptions, however, there is a general consecu-
tiveness in the arrangements of the contents of the
book.”—Henderson.

The only other fact which I need notice in reference
to this subject is, that there is a great [hHLlEI ancy be-
tween the order of the chapters as they exist in the
Hebrew Bible and in the Septuagint.

A little attention to the chronology, as elucidated
by the above remarks, will enable us to follow the
eventful career of the Prophet, from his first entry
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on public life in his youth to its close In his old
ace,
“Jeremiah was of the tribe of Levi, and was born
at Anathoth, one of the three cities of the tribe of
Benjamin, which were given to the sons of Aaron
(1 Chron. vi. 60). He inherited the priestly office
from his father, Hilkiah. At what age he began the
public office of his ministry is not stated. It was in
the thirteenth year of Josiah's I‘L"l;'tl. and that he wWas
young is evident from the manner in which he answered
the summons of his Divine Master. ** Ah! Lord God,”
said he, “behold I cannot speak, for I am a child.”
The Lord was not displeased with this outburst of
youthful modesty. He showed his chosen servant
that he was not to be sent forth in his own Hf]'l‘]!f_{']!l,
but that he should be qualified for the part he was
required to act, how arduous soever it might be. The
Lord put forth his hand and touched his mouth, im-
1:;1111115_[', with that act, the substance and power of the
Holy Spirit : “ Behold, I have put my words in thy
mouth.” Strength and courage were imparted to him
at the same time, so that he became as ““a defenced
city, an iron pillar and brazen walls against the whole
land.” Thus fortified with a power not his own, the
timid and shrinking youth issued forth to deliver those
bold warnings, and thrust home those withering re-
proofs which soon brought upon him the fulfilment of
{:HIJJH declaration “ And 1'||[-1_.' :c!m” [ig']n' :lq;ii]mr thee
]llll’ '[Ell;':g.' :-'~]LH|I not E]L‘l"l.'i!il Ei.'-_'\'.'bt-lnr,-"[. TEI.H;_L_,. ﬂ};'ll 911 1,,1,'i|_]k
thee to deliver thee.”

Nothing can more forcibly present to us the trans-
forming influences of the gifts and graces imparted by
this Divine touch to Jeremiah than the first public act
which followed 1t. He |h1'|_':~:.&'lli[*l:k himself in the streets

of Jerusalem, addressing the people with the most
uncompromising plainness, sternly reproving their
imgratitude to God, denouncing their i,\g,,]”l;.x. and
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threatening them with the doom which must in-
I-h'i!:t':l|l‘~' follow a continuance in their sins. .t'“'nr-.'u‘vr-l}'
eIl el “‘I'::Ilill']‘ SCEILe lu' ]H'\"-{q nte L] to our [[JHII'HIiJlEcli“i!
than the stripling Prophet, untrammelled by his native

shyness and IHIJILHI‘., and arr nn[ in the majesty of

Divine strength, denouncing, in language sublime in
1ts 811 1]"|rlﬁ.. but terrible in Eix Iulcc' the Hn]mlx' of
the }-um]u and L]L' dis [|c¢.=~1:|]| of their God. The de-
livery of public addresses, varying in their contents
according to the instructions of the Holy Spirit, ap-
pears to have formed, for many vears, the great duty
of lis life. In these sermons he spared neither the
people nor their leaders. After describing the OTOSS
-'r|1-'u.-=|:1x' of the w--u[:]-- he comes to the fearful climax
hc- ceneral corruption :

‘ A wonderful and horrible thing 1is rmmnith-c] in
the land: the prop hets prophesy .n|-lh and the priests
bear rule by their means ; and my pe nlnh- love 1=J ]m,w
1t so; and what will ye do in the end thereof ? (ch
v. 30. 31.Y “ From the least of them even to the
greatest of 1!|:'m every one 1S l-ix':-n L0 covetousness,
and from the ]‘1|'1]|LI even unto the |H|L-l eVery omne
dealeth falsely.” (vi. 13.) Sometimes, he was ordered
to oceupy a 1-1:|:'1';.t'ulelr station for L.]]l‘ Elkla‘\{L:\ of his
addresses, when the ﬁlll*li-!'i'[' of hig discourses Hl];_'jllli
derive solemnity and force from its connection with
1h: locality. Christ once entered into the temple, and

elling 1|u people that they had made it a den of
11| eves, drove lllllll out with a u|u|~ of small cords.
ad reference to Jeremah,

[:Il*-u 'ﬂ.nll[]‘-- L0
who six ]mmluu years lnluu had been commanded
to stand iﬂ. the gate of the Lord’s house and address
to those who entered it these words :— Is this house
which is called by my name, become a den of robbers
in vour eves ? Behold, even I have seen it, saith the
Lord.”—vii. 11. His early ministrations had been
confined to Jerusalem, but they soon assumed a larger
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scope, and he was ordered to travel through the cities
of Judah, and proclaim God’s truth to the people at
large. He thus added the duties of a missionary to
those of a stationary l]l'i"[l'!l{ r. Whether the extension
of the area of his labours was connected with any
political event or religious erisis, 1t is not of impor-
tance to enquire. There is nothing on the face of the
narrative to refute Hn 1dea that 1t mi"_-:'hl'.- be connected
with the finding of the Book of the Law in the re-
cesses of the 1[]‘]1]!]['} when that sacred edifice u-;l,a;
repaired by Josiah. The mention of “this covenant”

which occurs in the Prophet’s address, very probably

alludes to some portion of the Pent: iteuch which the
Iﬂ‘[‘”l'}]l‘]' }I'Hl "l.".'i[]] JL.liI]I ‘iiti.l”]. {.-].E!]']{(' ]:‘iijf [I']l]_|]_|.[il]|_
that the missionary journey was undertaken in the
H‘H']l of Zede tx]l]! which would throw it some years
]tl:t* than the l:lllcnl to which the context refers. At
whatever time it was performed, it was in pursuance

of the Divine command, and afforded another proof of

that Divine solicitude for the welfare of the people
which 1s S0 tmuh ngly commemorated in Chron. 2,
XXTVL LD And l.]]l’ Lord God of their fathers sent
to them In*}m messengers, rising up betimes and send-
ing them, because he had compassion on his people
.!11[1 his 11\1[|1!11--—]1|ill but they mocked the mes-
sengers of God and 1]<-«}:1~»[l] his words, and misused
his prophets until the wrath of the Lord arose against
his Il:'ulr]t‘* till there was no remedy.” +

The impressions which God desired to produce,
were not left to the unassisted force of words. Jere-
miah was directed to employ certain symbolisms which
had so peculiar a significance to the Jewish mind.
This mode of nu:uh.aLm;_f important truths had been
familiar to them from the earliest times. The WWere
thoroughly initiated into the lthﬁ'utl‘a: of ﬂsmhul and
met dp]im as a medium for ll]l‘:tl]]\l", ance of prophecy.
From the seven fat kine and seven lean kine of Pha-

......
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raoh’s dream, to the almond tree and seething pot of
Jeremiah, every kind of symbol met with .iniu”igmdt
apprehension from this poetic and fable-loving people.
The special symbolism which Jeremiah was now called
upon to employ, required the devotion of much labour
and time. He was commanded to procure a linen
oirdle or sash, and wear it round his loins till it was
dirty. He was not to have it washed, but when he
had worn it till it was unfit for longer use, he was to
travel to the river Euphrates and conceal it in a hollow
of the rocks on the banks of that river. Having done
this and returned home the injunction came, “ after
many days,” that he should retwrn to the Euphrates
and fetch the girdle. The distance from Jerusalem to
Babylon or its neighbourhood, which would be the
nearest point where he would strike the Euphrates,
could not be less than from four to five hundred miles.
This journey had to be performed twice, and when we
take into account the difficulties of the way, the two
expeditions must have imposed upon him a large amount
of labour and hardships. In modern times a similar un-
dertaking accomplished in pursuance of a Divine call
would be described at length in a voluminous bio-
graphy. In the instance of Jeremiah, the two jour-
1'1c-:.'.-: involving a weary travel of 2,000 miles are
succinetly related in four short verses. Some Anno-
tators lean to the view that by Euphrates is implied
a certain town or place such as Ephratah or Bethle-
hem. They adopt this idea to escape the difficulty of
the two long journeys, confessing, at the same time,
that the word employed means, in all other places, the
river Euphrates. We may, therefore, safely conclude
that these long pilgrimages were literally performed,
especially as it is consistent with the habits of the
Scripture-writers to pass over great events or labo-
rious deeds in a few simple words. The length of
the journey and the time needful for its performance,
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may be held to form material elements in the signifi-
cance of the transaction. Whether this be the ecase

or not, we cannot but admire the dramatic force of

the whole, and the completeness of each part of this
extraordinary parable. When the Prophet dug the
Ellic]ll- ont H! the hole in which he had conceals ':] 1t, 1t
was “marred.” The damp to which i1t had been
{‘_"-,'lHl.-I'iI, had t';Luﬁ!*:L 1t to mildew. Il. ||;.'|] become ﬁm[
and loathsome, so that no man would choose to bind
it round him. It I'-:-;Il'uhcc'[lh'-l the ]I.‘..;‘-l! ]Htj|:|||_
When new and clean, it had been in close proximity
18] 13“‘ ]rcu]}‘ ot L]i- i]i'tlfl|u'l, as the Jews ||‘l|[ hw,n
admitted to the presence and favour of their God—
but now that 1||r-|1' had become corrupt 1[1":n11f"5| dis-
obedience and idolatry, they had become 1]]]|1H]*. mn
the Divine sicht, and were to be sent into a distant
country where their beauty should be marred. The
humiliation to which their sins were bringing them
could scarcely be more strongl y put before them.
This lesson lost 1|t115|511:_-: of its force |JI‘»' the way bl
which Jeremiah applied it. In the discourse which he
add L'--~~'~4'c| to E||L' people on this oceasion, he breaks
out mto one of those |ul.l1-lln touches of }_Jl?{[]‘l. S0
familiar to his lips and pen, “ Give g olory to the Lord
your God before He cause :|i1h=|-a and before your
fee -‘LH]IL?I'L' lI[Jl:-:l l[li' :l.'ll']{ [I'I[II_'ITl[il]]l:{,_ ;.=1|[] '-.1.'j|l]|'- :-.'1:
look for ]iH|ii: He turn it into the shadow of death and
make 1t gTO8s darkness.” (Ch. =xiii. 16.) Richness of
imagination and fertility of illustration characterise
Jeremiah in whatever mood of mind he may be, or
W hatever subject he m: 1y be handling. Whilst inflict-
mg the severest ][|:']I}.tL]H“w on the peop le for their
‘Itlt.!'**”"'lhm he cannot refrain from glving a poetic
garb to his reproof. In the same address which fur-
nishes the Bl eceding tl'llcllmmn he asks his hearers,
o an []H‘ ]1|JIIJ]-.;]I| Ll]lH”L' _|5|,_~_l ‘1[\.:]] o Llﬁ' l{':'[hl“l

his spots ? then may ye tl]~.“ do good, who are accus-
I.I'H“'l] K] I1|p11,‘|! <.k \l |. '_':I.-;I
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The symbolism above described as being employed
by the Divine Being for the admonition of his lll:‘r:lr]li
and the imculeation of truth, finds a close analogy in
the practical teaching which the Prophet received
when he was ordered to go down to the potter’s house
and watch the operations of the workman, while he
submitted the r:]zi}-“ to the action of the wheel, and
framed it into vessels suitable for the uses of life,
The potter was endeavouring to mould his clay nto a
certain vessel, but failed to give it the intended form.
He therefore shaped the spoiled work into another
pattern. (Ch. xviii.) On another occasion the Prophet
was required to station himself near the east gate of
Jerusalem in the valley of Hinnom, and after pro-
nouncing an awful message of future devastation and
death, he was to cast an earthenware bottle with
violence to the ground, in token of the catastrophe
which should overtake the inhabitants of the eity.
The valley of Hinnom was to change its name to the
valley of slanghter. After he had performed this
unmistakeable ceremony, he repaired to the court of
the ‘i':'milhf and reiterated there the coming of (tod’s
judgments. As the inspired medium of (Gtod’s contro-
versy with the people, and the foreteller of the miseries
which their sins would entail, Jeremiah held a pecu-
liarly painful position. His sensitive nature shrank
with especial repugnance from uttering the unpalata-
ble and grievous truths which he was required to
declare to his compatriots. Another feature of lis
character also heightened the painful nature of his
office. He was of a timid disposition and averse to
personal suffering. He was not cast by nature in the
mould of heroes to whom persecution and martyrdom
are either welecome or indifferent. He feared the
recoil upon himself of the public indignation which
would be excited by the announcement he had to make
of the Divine retribution. False ]n'ﬂlﬂwi'ﬂ abounded
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who assured the people that the disasters and suffer-
ings predicted by Jeremiah were the gloomy ¢ 0N Ura-
tions of his own morbid fanc y rather than the se ttled
purpose of God. These false pmplhh udmul the ear
of the people and conciliated their favour by lulling
them into a false sec urity. By assuring them hml
neither captivity, famine, nor sw ord mmtiu] them, the Y
rendered the genuine predictions of Jeremiah ihr:* more
hideous by contrast with their own, and exposed him
to poj lar diseredit and rev enge. The Jews were too
deeply sunk in ﬂspirit"uul blindness to take a lesson from
analogous passages in their own history, which might
have rnul:lul and saved them in the present crisis.

[f ]".I[ y had referred to the histor v of Ahab, and the
issue of his wicked conduct in the m: witer of Miecaiah,
the son of Imla, they might have recognised a simi-
larity in the state of lruhh: affairs then with that of
their own. In both cases there was a lying “*l””f in
the muth]h of the popular }:m]r]u ts (e J: x. 18}
But when do nations allow the voice of histor v to hold
sway over the tumult of present passions ?

It now became Jeremiah’s duty to foretell the de-
struction of Jerusalem, and the captivity of her people
—their awful and manifold auﬂumnw whilst under-
going the chastisement of an angry and alienated God.
The f,muhlv cdispensation was -;]hnu towards them
on the rapid wheels of time, and it had never been
the duty of a citizen to paint, in the glowing colours
of meuul truth, so harrowing a picture uE coming
woe to his beloved country. When Noah foretold the
doom of a world, death ln' water comprised the sum
of the horror. h*mmnth had to warn his fellow- citizens,
Im beloved compatriots, all of them, with hmm.it
en of the stock of Abraham, that death in its
lllﬁht dreadful and hideous forms awaited them.

“1 will appoint over them four kinds, saith the
Lord : the sword to slay and the dogs to tear and the

fon ]
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fowls of the heaven and the beasts of the earth to
devour and to destroy.”—ch. xv. 3.

Jeremiah recoiled with all the natural tenderness
and timidity of his heart from the proclamation of
these te 1'1'51311* calamities. In the bitterness and agony
of his grief, he eried out, “ Woe is me, my mother, “that

thou hast lmlm1 me, a man of RELLEC._[]yl a man of con-

tention to the whole earth. I have neither lent on
11 Sury nor men have lent to me on usury, yet every one
f them doth curse me.”—ch. xv. 10.

The promise of Divine %1&1:?1:]11‘ however, upheld
him, and restrained the malice and revenge :;f hh infi-
del persecutors. That he might not be involved in the
persons of his children, in the disasters which he fore-
told, he was forbidden to marry. It was anguish
enough for him fo witness the distress of those not
connected with him by ties of consanguinity. The
tender and considerate mercy of the Divine Being
whom he aunzni, desired to spare him the torment of
realising or anticipating, as the head of a family, the
fulfilment of his own predictions.—ch. xvi. 3—5

Josiah was mortally wounded in the battle with
Pharach Necho, King of Egypt, in the year 610 B.c.,
and died 1111111[‘L11:I11h' upon his arrmval m Jernsalem.
His death was the occasion of general mourning.

No one regretted the good Lmu more than 1L1me|1
who wrote an elegy, or Book of Lament: itions, which
was chaunted by h nmlv choristers as a dirge for many
years. Lhis book has perished, but a greater and

sadder event muhaa-:{uc ntly occurred, on which the
1[1-cr1=1t muse of Jeremiah was again exercised, in the
rrlqa{llahdhh* strains of the Canonical I;annntzlmm
The latter, too, contains a very touching allusion to the
last good Lmﬁ who sat on the t]nmm of David, the
be lm ed EJIUT,L'HUJ_ of the 1I1~«1111‘1‘ﬂ muse : * The breath
of our nostrils, the anointed of the L ::HI was taken in
their pits, of whom we said, ¢ Under 111.-.. shadow we
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shall live among the heathen.’ "—I,‘lm v, 20.  Buch
language shows. not mL]'-. the de Pl h of the P rop het's

affectionate veneration for Josiah, but the sense of

desolation and of mortal peril which it had brought.

“ The shadow of his loss
Moved like eclipse darkening the land.”

With the death of Josiah, the times became still
worse in a religious point of view. That king had
exercised a oreat influence for ”'IHIIl_ over his |rl-11£]l-;‘
The grand scale on which the Passover had been cele-
brated, the finding of the Book of the Law, the
renovation of the Temple, and the zealous co-operation
of Hilkiah and others, had enabled him to restore the
outward framework of the national religion, and in
some degree to palliate the deep and widespread
spiritual uleer which was consuming the national
strength. The flood-gates of evil were now opened,
and I|1L= fc-l]l‘l:l and odious stream of il]”].‘lh':\.' and
vice flowed fast and deep. Public and private 1m-
morality 1‘;1]“(1](L31l!c]"{'1|_ by l|w example of [J]L young
monarch, whom the favour of the people p lun
the throne in violation of the usunal order of Hll['['.l‘.‘*.‘%iliil.
With the coronation of Jehoahaz evil times set in for
Jeremiah, and the death of Ze , his fellow-
prophet, which took place about the same time, in-
creased the gloom and loneliness which now surrounded
him. It was about this time, and shortly after Jeremiah
had stood in the court of the Temple, and [Jjntnhm'{'cl
the overthrow of the city, and the miseries of the
people during the “ siege and straitness” which would
overtake them, that Pashur, one of the Aaronie priests,
seized him, and, after beating him, put him in the
stocks that were in the high gate of Benjamin.—
ch. xx. Here Jeremiah remained i1l the next day,
when Pashur released him, and received for his pains
a, forecast of his own fate, uhl:h must have materially
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disturbed his repose —persecuting sceptic as he was.
He was informed that God would henceforth know
him, not by the name he had hitherto borne of Pashur,
but by that of Misgor-Missahib, or the *fear encom-
]r;!%-'d_‘ql ;" that he should be a terror to himself and
everybody near him ; that he and all his friends should
be taken ¢ aptives to Baby Icm} and there find death and
the orave in the midst of their enemies.

This incident seems to have exerted a strongly de-
pressing influence on Jeremiah’s spirit, and he eried
out in a grief almost verging on despair: “ Oh! Lord,
thou hast deceived me, and I was deceived : thou art
stronger t , and hast prevailed; 1 am in derision
daily and every one mocketh me.” His faith was
ready to fail, and he made up his mind to refrain from
proc Jaimi ing those unacece ]51’;[]]]-:' truths whi[ h brought
upon him so mueh persecution and suffering. —ch. XX.
But, as David said, when he mused the fire L‘Ill!'lli!tl—.-:ﬂ
Jeremiah found the word of the Lord was not to be
restrained, and the pent-up impulses of Divine inspira-
tion acted upon him as a consuming fire which could
not be tolerated, and the !.’t‘n}:ht‘-l‘ “could not ::.1;1.".'.H
Notwithstanding this “woe 1s me if I preach not the
cospel,” he bursts forth in bitter re proaches upon the
day when he was born, and upon the man who had
announced his birth. Job had oiven vent to the bit-
terness of his grief in words so similar, that we may
ing borrowed the phrases from

the ancient patriarch.

Jehoahaz, or Shallum, after a short reign of three
months, has been deposed by Pharaoh Necho and
banished into E oypt.  The throne is now occupied by
Jehoiakim. With this monarch Jeremiah was com-
manded to seek an interview in the p-ﬂ-ar-m and to pro-
mise him prosperity and blessing if he followed the
path of righteousness and justice, or the alternative of
disaster and ht]ﬂl‘« 1'r_x as the consequence of an oppo-

B
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site course. The king was informed that his brother
Shallum would die in the land of his captivity, and
that, when he himself should die, he should be neither
lamented nor buried, but be contemptuously cast out
like the carcase of an ass.—ech. xxii. The result of this
interview with the king is not mentioned. We can
only draw Hw inference that no permanent impression
for pood was made, and no reformation !ItHL[hu_[L
There is no evidence that any insult or injury was
inflicted on the Prophet. It was otherwise with the
next ministration which Jeremiah was ordered to un-
dertake in this reign. It became his Lim}' to stand in
the court of the Temple, and address the multitudes as
they came 1n|111 all parts of Judea to worship in the
Lord’s house. The message which he had to deliver
Was, that unless the ]u-uplr gave heed to the words of
the Lord, ;:Jmﬁwtt through the mouths of the 1:]‘[;]]]1!.?1‘5%,
the Temple should become as Shiloh, and the city a
curse to all the nations of the earth. No sooner had
Jeremiah i_H'iJllUIlit'f'{"ll these words than a areat tumult
ensued. The ‘[u'it"ﬁ'l'ﬁ and false lu'HEJJLH headed the
multitude, and, '-.|4=M|1|H to a cruel and nulnmh hln
rushed upon him v.n]a ihu.da of instant death, The
uproar in the court of the Temple attracted the notice
of the princes in the king’s palace. They hastened to
the scene of the commotion, and sitting down, after
the manner of judges, in the new gateway of the
Temple, proceeded to inquire into its cause. The
]nu'ula tltlt] the prophets took upon themselves the part
of accusers. The l::l.l.li.l.tll.l““ tlh.lm t Jeremiah was,
that he had spoken against ll:LdT house and that city,
and he was therefore worthy of death. This opinion
would have been gladly acted upon by the incensed
mob, but a higher power than theirs was presiding
over the affair, and restrained the bloodthirsty multi-
tude. Jeremiah was ved to speak in his own

defence, and the defence which he made must ever
form ome of the most majestic and touching examples
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of humility and dignity embodied in language. He
told them that he had simply spoken under the i Inspi-
ration of the Lord. The me ssage was the Lord’s ; as
for himself, he was nothing, eiI]l;] was 1n their hands to
do with him as ml;_;l:t seem good. They must know,
however, that if the Y put hlm to death []I(”-. would aﬂd
to their erimes the “’1L1|L of shedding innocent blood.,
The result of this appeal was, that both princes and
people were struck with the rectitude and [Ldvhiv of
the Prophet, and came to the coneclusion that ¢ This
man 1s not worthy to die, for he hath spoken to us in
the name of the Lord our God.”—ch. xxvi.

We cannot read the above artless narrative without
being forcibly reminded of a similar tumult, centuries
afterwards, raised under similar pretences, against a
faithful diseiple of the same Lord, and atte nded with
equal danger to the life of the preacher. When Paul
was rescued from the ferocity of a mob in the same city,
the conclusion to which the judge arrived was that
nothing worthy of death or of bonds was laid to his
vh:il{_jl;.

The danger was not altogether removed, however,
with the announcement of this decision, for certain
elders stood up and harangued the people, adducing
instances, on the one hand, in which prophets had
uttered disastrous predictions concerning the city and
the fL‘]illr]l of Jerusalem with impunity ; and, on the
other, instances in which, though the ]Jlu[:]th of evil
had ltt from the umntu' the y had been pursued,
brought back, and subjec tul to the penalty of death.
It '[111:_'|]I'L yet have gone hard with Jeremiah, but his
old and trusty friend Ahikam, the son of bl];l]Jilztll,
rescued him from his dangerous position.—ch. xxvi.
“F A

The fourth year of Jeholakim was a busy and
eventful year for Jeremiah. He began in this year to

foretell, with a distinctness and precision such as had
B 2




20 The Prophet Jeremiah—A Bible Study.

not marked his previous announcements, the special
instrumentality by which the [31111141111[111 of Jerusalem
would be effected. He pointed: out Nebuchadnezzar,
the King of Babylon, as L]u destined scourge of Judah.,
This ter hhlf- thllr whom the Lord dese Ilhl d as ““ my
servant,” would come up with a formidable army and
prevail against all opposition. Jerusalem and the
cities of Judah and the king thereof, and the princes
thereof, were to become a c]['mﬂ.ltleln, an astonishment,
a hissine and a curse.—ch. xxv. At the same time
the I]lll]]]l most touchingly :z]]rw]:r] to the con-
sciences of his hearers, inll]ll]f|l1ltf them of the unfail-
ing solicitude with which God had striven to restore
them to the paths of safety and peace, sending pro-
|;-|u-:" and preachers fo admonish and entreat them,

‘ rising early and spe galunff but they hearkened not nor
inclined their ear to hear. He reminded them also
that he had now been employed for nearly twenty-
three years in the discharge of prophetic Tll]h[lull"ﬁ
entreating them in the name of the Lord to fut.,dh{,,
their sins, turn to the Lord, and enjoy his favour and
protection. But it was all in vain ; the same melan-
llﬁfllk words lk]ﬂl“-ﬁt'[] the conclusion of every L*H:nt
“hut ye have not hearkened.” It is pm]u] le that
this definite and special prediction led to Jeremiah
being 1mprisoned. He has not informed us that this
was the case, but we know that, shortly after it, Jere-
miah was, to use his own words, “ shut up.”

The Divine forbearance with the Jews was not yet
exhausted. It was determined to é_{iﬂ.'u the [u'-nl]h'. yet
One maore UHH:]'THHH'}“ Lo repent and escape the other-
wizse 1nevitable catastrophe. The most urgent ex-
postulations and admonitions which Jeremiah had

addressed to them, had fallen upon mattentive ears or

incredulous minds. Possibly, if these inspired dis-
courses were reproduced and lmw-u!cﬂ to them In
writing, a more solid and lasting Impression might be
produced. The goodness and condescension of God
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were never more conspicuously displayed than in thus
providing for the indelible preservation of his revealed
truth. How unceasingly thankful we ought to be for
our Bible! It isa c-:H of inestimable value. By it
the teac hings of the Holy & ]:111[ through the im]:«]tt‘h
and Patriarchs of old are ke ot in perpetual freshness.
The lives, actions and s sayings of the holy men of God,
who spake as they were moved by the Holy hime
are rendered imperishable. Death hath no more power
over them. More than this, through the Bible, Jesus,
(od in the flesh, lives immortal in his incarnate human
life. We fondly trace it, and ponder over it ; with
reverent and hummn hl;nlip- we follow the fnr;1-lt P8 of
Christ, hang on his 11|n.-, spe: alm::_:; as never man spake;
we delight in his marvellous works: with a distant
awe we feel what sympathy we may or can with his
e U]ll]l:]dhh‘ "~11|l|fll'llt?‘~ ]1I- =1Hf,111--111n death 1 ; We Ie-
joice with Him in his resurrection, and almost accom-
pany Him in his glorious ascension to the heavenly
dwelling-place.

Jeremiah had been the wvehicle through whose
tongue of fire the words of God had been poured forth
in living power and eloquence upon the ears of the
pmhluh- The “thoughts that h:mrlw and words that
burn,” as they is *~..11m] from his lips, had however proved
but wumn-t[ words. From the king on his throne, to
the humblest member of the community, all had
listened to his words of truth and love, 1|t‘.=~|a from the
spirit, and perhaps, like Felix, they had trembled.
But words are soon forgotten hx inattentive, incredu-
lous auditories. The impressions made had been
evanescent. The addresses which had been delivered
were now to receive an Jm}u rishable form. They
were to be reproduced In writing and submifted to
the king for perusal, with a view to their publication.
Jeremiah was commanded to assume the office of an
author, and arrange his discourses in a book, that no
excuse might exist in either the assumed or real for-
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getfulness of the warnings and exhortations that had
been uttered. This commission was given to him
whilst he was yet a prisoner—* Take thee a roll of a
book,” said his Divine Master, “ and write therein all
the words that I have :H'|:u]~;[=|1 unto thee il,ﬂfilhlﬁl. [srael
and *nrtllm Judah, and against all the nations from
the LE.H I h!“i]]-.'l.' unto thee, from the days of Josiah
even unto this day. It may be that the house of
Judah will hear all the evil which I purpose to do
unto them, that they may return every man from his
evil way, that I may Iu].f_{ln their 1miquity and their
sin.”"—-ch. xxxvi. ,|i¢:~."|||j,_lg reeelived this charge, he
sent for Baruch, the seribe, the son of Neriah, that he
might perform the mechanical part of the work. We
may infer from this, that the imprisonment of the
Prophet was not very strict or severe, and that none
of his u[cclu;iiniuluztt were forbidden “to mimister or
come unto him.” Baruch therefore came and wrote what
Jeremiah dictated. We may indulge our fancy by
fiouring to ourselves the scene. In the room of the
1}1_'i.~;un?_ or the court in front, surrounded by lotty
walls, a rude seat or stone bench, on which are seated
two men ; one of them furnished with a parchment
roll and the implements of writing. The other sits in
abstract communion with the Holy Spirit, which brings
“all things to his remembrance, whatsoever I have
said,” 1L1‘tui'i!1g slowly and carefully words which his
companion impresses with extreme care upon the
parchment in the uncouth letters of the time. Thus
was one of the most important of the books of the
Holy ‘:faflipluwa full of the grandest truths, reaching
torward in unfulfilled }hlr}phm y to ages and dispensa-
tions yet in the womb of the iuimv ulahmatul “Ye
see how large a letter I have written unto you,” might
have been appropriately subscribed to this produc tion.
Having *qu:um]}h-ﬁlu «d this momentous undert: |Lmn,
the [’1{}11111,1; enjoins Baruch to take the roll and read 1t
to the people in the Lord’s house, on the day of the
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fast, the great day of atonement, viz. the tenth day of
seventh month., Jeremiah would not have read his
book by proxy if he could have done it himself.
* But (said he) I am shut up; 1 cannot go into the
house of the Lord, therefore o0 thou.”—ch. xxxvi.
Baruch did as he was bid, and read the book :—again
the immutable counsel of God was e xpounded to the
inhabitants of Jerusalem—again His pardoning merey
was offered to them.

How long Jeremiah remained shut up there appears
no means of ascertaining. The restraint put upon
him was probably removed soon after he had finished
writing. At any rate we find him at liberty in the
ninth month of the next yvear to that of his uujummn
ment, and on the alert in the prosecution of his
Master’s business. Something induced Jehoiakim to
proclaim a fast to the Lord, and all the citizens and
strangers who were in Jerusa at the time were
{ruljniiiml to ohserve it. Jeremiah seized the favour-
able opportunity for spreading a knowledge of the
truth amongst the H]Il*'l“u]LHl ]Hu]rl{‘ Baruch was
employed to udd the l‘H]] which had been written the
preceding year. Taking his stand in the chamber of
[:rmlmudh the 5{]1[}[* in the higher court of the Temple,
near the new gate, he recited in a loud voice, so as to
be heard far and wide, the contents of the roll.
Michaiah, the son of Gemariah, was in his father’s
chamber whilst Baruch was 1‘L-1t1111ﬂ‘ and having
heard what was uttered, he immedi: mh went to lllL
king’s palace, and 1u¢1L111tr his way to the secr retary’s
nﬂ!u‘, announced to the persons there what had been
going on. Amongst the company were his own father
and various ul]m high personages of the huuqvimld
all of sufficient rank or authority to enjoy the appella-
tion of princes. To this company Michaiah gave a
oeneral recital of what had been read to the ]‘-'[’Uiilb in
Lh:‘ court of the Temple. Their curiosity was aroused,
and either their interest or their fears were excited to
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such an extent that they sent for Baruch to rehearse
the contents of the roll to them. Baruch promptly
answered their call. They perceived that what had
been done was of too public a nature to be long hid
from the king, and they concluded that their safest
course was to make the ]»:ill;; at once H:'Lin:ti]luw[ with
the proceeding themselves. In doing this they were
actuated by no unfriendly feelings towards the pair
concerned in the production of the book. But they
knew that the acquaintance of the king with the
transaction would deeply imperil the safety of the
I)]‘[l'!liilt:'[' and his seribe.

After making some inquiries as to the manner in
which the book was produced, they exhorted Jeremiah
and Baruch to provide for their safety in concealment.
They took possession of the roll, and, leaving it safe
in the seeretary’s office, lost no time in acquainting the
king with the matter. Jehoiakim immediately sent
a messenger, Jehoiada, to fetch the roll, and caused it
to be read to himself. The king was seated in his
apartment, enjoying the comfort of the fireside, whilst
the princes stood respectfully about him. The stern
and humiliating fruths recorded in those divinely-
mspired pages pierced, like deadly arrows, the proud
and rebellious heart of the monarch. He could not
brook the faithful and unflattering portrait which was
there drawn of himself, and he proceeded to the daring
act of open conflict with God himself. Seizing the
roll ere the reader had gone through more than a few
pages, he took a penknife, and, cutting the book into
slips, committed them to the fire before which he sat.
Although his companions were unscrupulous par-
takers in his scepticism, this act of open 1mpiety was
a length to which they could not go. They entreated
him not to burn the sacred pages, but their entreaty
was disregarded. When the king had thus wreaked
his vengeance on the ['Jtml{, his Fesentment .L:[:;|:L"]|[
further satisfaction on the persons of its authors, and
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he despateched three of his officers to apprehend them.
He had entered, however, into a contest with one
1Il§;_1]11-li']' than lliltlru‘l'][.,_ even the [{ing; of !{illﬂ;ﬁ.. r!'h{ﬂf
who had written the book were under the 11}:'{;1‘1';:'11‘1,1;1
of the Ommnipotent, who concealed them from the roval
emissaries, and protected them from the wrath of the
presumptuous monarch. The purposes of God were
not to be frustrated; they would be carried out, despite
the utmost opposition which men could raise. Jeremiah
was commanded to procure a second roll, and write
in it all that the former had contained, with many
additions, and DBaruch was agamn employed as his
amanuensis. When the task was completed, Jeremiah
was called to quit his hiding-place and read the writing
to the king.

The association of Baruch with Jeremiah and the
publication of his discourses caused him to share in
the persecutions of his principal. He was cast down
by the hardships which befell him, and bewailed the
miserv of his lot. Jeremiah was commissioned to
admonish and comfort him. The admonition con-
tained the memorable words—* Seekest thou great
things for thyself, seek them not.” The consolation
embraced the promise, that in all the perils and vieis-
Fi[LHit:ﬁ he ]]li;'hﬂ- encounter, his life should be :'a:l:;i.h.-tf.
—ch. xlv.

The events of the succeeding six years during which
Jehoiakim reigned, are 1|zt:¢'r~'~f'd over in silence by all
the sacred historians. After the expiration of this
period, Nebuchadnezzar came up against -fu*ruﬁulem .-1_1151
seized him, with the intention of taking him captive
to Babvlon ; but on receiving a large ]tllitII]H"[‘ ”f.. }nl:lr.a—
tages, and an engagement on the part of -]L'Il]fJIEtlilIll
to vpay an annual tribute, ‘._\v!m:-lnuIm-;:}:_nr \_rlt']uh-c:w.
Amonost the hostages delivered at this time were
| and the three children, Hananiah, Mishael, and

Danie o : :
: For three vears Jeholakim complied with

Azariah. J d :
ihe terms of the contract which he had made with the
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King of Babylon ; he then rey 'ﬂH[n] ;:1'|c-{ was punished
by a combined invasion of , dyrians, Moah-
ites, and Ammonites, who came 1:1+ A0 mm Jerusalem.
and caused him to be slain and cast out fo the dogs
and vultures, in fulfilment of Jeremiah’s predictions,

Passing over the short J'l*if_{]a of Jehoichin or Jee :omiah,
we come to the stormy time of Zedekiah, the last of
Judah’s roll of ]{i'llll_ﬂ__’H. It was ]‘J]um 1|1., Very =soon
after the removal of Jeconiah by Nebuc |mcluv.f.-*:a1 to
Babylon, and the accession of his luutl;u 1ah
witnessed the vision of the figs (ch. xxiv.) ; l'lw sound
figs indicating the expelled prince and his people, who
should enjoy the favour and protection of God whilst
in the land of their captivity, and should Ew brought
again to their own land ; and the naughty :hmwd
hnH the ruling monarch and his corrupt HL1|:]Hf'-a S0
corrupt and ,1humm.ﬂr!|= that they should be rejected
like rotten fruit.

In the early part of the reign of Zedekiah, the
Prophet was directed to make bonds and wlwa, and
to put them uwpon his neck in token of that subjection
which had been divinely decreed. He was required
to. send similar yokes to the Kings of Edom, Moab,
Ammon, and even of Tyre and of Sidon, by the
ambassadors who came to Jerusalem, with a message
that the Lord would make :\[..hmIl.lt]]][_u:f:rn' master :)f
their territories, and that unless they submitted to the
dispensations of Him who ruleth in the kingdoms of
men, and giveth them to whomsoever He will, they
should be punished with sword, famine, and pestilence
till they were destroyed.

It would seem as if Jeremiah continued to wear this
yoke for some time in publie, as the following incident
is stated to have taken place in the same year as the
[uu-unulf:

in of the false prophets, by name Hananiah,
whose father was likewise a ]}mlalu,i announced Lhd,t
the yoke of the King of Babylon was broken, and that
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within two years the f-;”:ﬁ?[*,ﬁ. and the H“”HH taken
from the Temple should be restored. Jeremiah replied,
in substance, that the issue would determine which of
them was the true prophet; upon which Hananiah
seized the yoke from Jeremiah’s neck and broke it,
reaflirming, in the hearing of all the people, the truth-
fulness of his own predictions; and, with this andacious
lie upon his tongue, he took his departure. He did
not long enjoy his wicked triumph; Jeremiah was
despatched to give him a fearful warning. He was
informed that, in the place of the wooden yoke which
he had broken, an iron one should be substituted, and
since he had attempted to delude the priests and the
£:.|;-4_1]]lu by falsehoods and impious pretensions, his life
would be forfeited within the year. Accordingly he
died in the seventh month of the same year, because
he had ¢ taught rebellion against the Lord.” —
ch. xxviil.

But it was not only in Jerusalem that the false
prophets were busy in disseminating lies and 1'-;1ﬁi.=_'~ing
false hopes in regard to the national prospects. Those
who had already gone into captivity were likewise the
victims of similar pretenders. Jeremiah was therefore
employed to write to them in their tlmtqnt u_,hud.u? and
advise them to settle in peaceful conformity to the
laws of their captors, cultivate industrial pursuits,
establish family relationships by marriage and the
training of their children, and patiently abide the
dispensation of their Heavenly Sovereign. He was
enabled to instruct them definitely with regard to the
duration of their exile. * For thus saith the _I._mﬂ_:'
wrote Jeremiah, © after seventy years h{." accomplished
at Babylon, I will visit you and perform my g:?(}:]
word to you in causing you to return to this place.”"—
{'}]?1‘:11?-;: transactions derive u:]ﬂirimlml iIll'{'['[‘::'.ll- from
thf.;. reflection that Daniel was one of the {;:ipt}vus to
whom these inspired letters were addressed. We may
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be sure that the pure and me'-.' heart of Daniel was
nerved with higher courage, resignation, and hope, by
the faithful dﬂxtul of his fl]ch vl countryman.

The political trouble which had been so thrurljr and
L‘llllﬂhLLlhl”'& announced by Jeremiah as the conse-
LllLL‘ILU' of ILL[] th's tr: mwh ‘-.‘-.H]]I‘-. now ]}wnm Lo over-
take them. At the commencement of the final
disaster when Nebuchadnezzar came against Jerusalem,
Zedekiah sent to Jeremiah requesting that he would
pray to God in their behalf. Jeremiah told the king
J:_}l l]Ill‘r that there was no escape for ]ﬂm from the
power of the Chaldeans, and that his only chanee lay
1in submission to the immutable tlulcl‘ of heaven.
Soon after this, the Chaldean army removed from the
vicinity of Jerusalem to quell Pharaoh Huln]n a, who
had taken advant: we of Nebuchadnezzar’s 1x1u-:11t1|:m
to Judea to attack him in the rear. Jeremiah left the
[ll} during the absence of the investing army, intend-
ing to retire to the land of qu|c1111|t] ]rulmlﬂ*i; to
All:li.l]ui} his native place. At the gate of Benjamin,
however, l:‘r which he was th]hll[lﬂ”’ he was encoun-
tered by a captain of the guard, named Irijah, and
seized as a traitor ; he protested that the accusation
was false, and l]]lll he was not !Hf]nﬂ away to the
Chaldeans. Irijah was not satisfied, and brought his
prisoner to the chiefs. The chiefs were :*\.1.-..im111l!ml,
inflicted corporal [lllTIh]tﬂH‘ltl upon him, and com-
mitted him to prison. The prison at that time was
in the house of Jonathan the seribe. After he had
been many days eclose ly incarcerated, Zedekiah sent
for him, and asked if there were any word from the
Lord. Jeremiah replied that there was, and that he
should fall into the hands of the King of Babylon.
At this interview he implored the king to release him
from his dungeon, asserting that if the same rigour
were persisted in, it would soon put an end to his life.
He szucceeded so far in his request that the ]»;itlj,_:_'
orclered him to be detained in the court of the prison,
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and a daily ration of food to be supplied to him from
the baker’s street as lone as the bread should hold
out.— ch. xxxwvii, i

An interval of not long, but uncertain duration,
occurred between the events above narrated and those
which follow. Nebuchadnezzar has brought s army
in the ninth year of Zedekiah, and laid siege to Jeru-
salem. Jerenmah’s ]']t]‘.‘%il'iull was most {'1]]].1."L!'I':!Hr§-i.llng_§‘
The pertinacity with which he predicted the conquest
of his nation by Nebuchadnezzar led the Jews to the
belief that he was lacking in patriotism, His constant
advice to submit to the foreign invader was attributed
to treachery, and caused him to be regarded with sus-
picion and hatred. After his capture by Irijah and
confinement in the court of Jonathan’s house, as a
deserter, it is probable that he again enjoyed a period
of freedom. For in the tenth year of Zedekiah's reign,
he states that he was confined in the court of the
king’s house, in consequence of having assured the
king that the Lord would deliver the city 1nto
the hand of the Babylonish warrior, and that Zedekiah
himself should be taken to Babylon. Some convie-
tions of conscience for sin seem to have been produced
on the minds of the people by the evident signs of
divine chastisement which hovered over them. Those
who held slaves endeavoured, by an act of justice or
venerosity in setting them free, to propitiate the
offended Deity. The contagion of this public act
spread even to the IJI'IlEH'H'Hj"EE]iil they also !i]mrutmi
their bondmen and bondwomen. - ~ch. xxxiv. It
was not long, however, before the old covetousness
and self-indulgence returned. The sacrifice had been
made in a moment of compunction which soon faded
awayv. They had begun to build a tower of honesty
without first sitting down and deliberately counting
the cost. When the need for sustained self-denial

arose, their heroism was unequal to the claim ; and

thev added to their former sin by cancelling an act of
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grace which had its origin only in a laudable impulse,
Th ey reduced their liberated servants to a second
hmldmv —an obdurate outrage on justice, which God
visited with sional h.a]r]m.auu.

It was whilst Jeremiah was thus shut up in the
court of the king’s house that he gave a remarkable
proof of his firm belief in the divine origin of his own
predictions, an incontestable sign of his faith in the
promises and declarations of Him with whom he pro-
fessed to enjoy frequent intercourse. It was revealed
to him that his cousin Hananiah would come and
make a claim that he should redeem a certain field
which belonged to his family in Anathoth. It is not
stated that in. this transaction there is anything
different from an ordinary compliance with the ancient
law practised in such cases, or that the claim of such
a redemption, coinciding with the perilous condition
of publie affairs, was not genuine and straightforward.
One can hardly avoid the suspicion that the transac-
tion arose out of a selfish contrivance to convert a
property which seemed on the point of being wrested
by force from its occupants mto a convenient and
'Em]htllh- lmmwwmrl available in the expatriation which
seemed Imminent. Be this as it may, we have in the
ready compliance of Jeremiah the strongest testimony
to his steady faith in the [Jln]lt].‘:i.‘h of {mcl promises
which He had proclaimed, that the captivity of his
people should come to an end in the course of se venty
years ; that then every family should return to its
inheritanc e, and the land acain resound to the voice of
WLU]Il[hw HIL volce of the |-]][1[H1num :HIH the voice
Uf the 1;11:11-

When the deeds were drawn up and publicly signed
and attested, the money paid, and all the muliul
forms completed, Jere miah delivered the deeds to
Baruch, that he itliifhl' ]:] we them in an urn and
IE‘JHHH' them in “»ii"l". for future use, At the close
of this solemn transaction, Jeremiah addressed the
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Almighty in prayer. He has left the prayer on record,
and it is a noble example of reverent adoration :m{l
trusting faith. (Ch: ap. xxxii. 17—25.) During this
same Imprisonment in the court of the king’s }muw
Jeremiah was favoured with a revelation of those
future blessings to the Church, by which the captivity
of Judah and of Israel also should be terminated, and
the land again inhabited by a happy and prosperous
people.

Meanwhile the siege was being vigorously pressed
by the Chaldeans, and Jeremiah was -tnuttlit1-ih ex-
hmtmn his countrymen to yield to the revealed will
of (m[] by submifting to their appointed COL(UETOT.
He never deviated hnm the assurance that themr resis-
tance would only add to their sufferings. But the
{rnl fruit of his exhortations was to i'MH]JL‘l'Lll‘E* the
minds of the chiefs. They went to the king, and
represented that the hands of ‘r]unmlua Luul the
people were weakened by the tone of Jeremial's
appeals, and they prayed that he might be restrained
from exerting an influence so ]m_]u[iu ial. The king
felt himself too weak to oppose the desire of the
chiefs, and replied that Jeremiah was in their hands.
Having thus obtained power to dispose of him as they
'_E]li_,d‘wll] they lost no time in using it. In the court
of the prison, where he was mnimu[ was a subter-
ranean dungeon, which was called the dungeon of
Malehiah. This loathsome hole was deep and partly
filled with mud, and into it these ungodly princes
lowered the lqudut in the hope that he would be
suffocated. God raised him up a friend, however.
There was in the king’s house an Ethiopian eunuch
named Ebedmelech. This man was too humane
calmly to witness the treatment to which the man of
God was subjected. He hastened to the king, and
assured him that unless Jeremiah was taken up from
the pit, he could not long survive. The king enter-
tained a strong regard for Jeremiah, which did not
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permit him to be accessory to his murder, and he
ordered his black slave to procure the aid of thirty
men, and lift Jeremiah from his perilous situation.
These men executed the king's bidding, and by means
of cords slung under his arms, padded with old rags,
the Prophet was drawn up and restored to the more
tolerable imprisonment of the court. (Chap. xxxviii.)
Zedekiah was not able entirely to shake off the fear
that Jeremiah’s predictions might come true, and that
he was endowed with a prescience of the future.
Doon after the foregoing event, he sent for him, and
]'1!:|1|['.~€L{':l him to g‘ix't‘ him a true answer to a [|111-:~:1'if_m
he wished to propose. Jeremiah had learnt caution
by what he had suffered, and received a guarantee of
his own safety as the condition of his candour. The
king swore that his communication should not be to
his prejudice. Jeremiah therefore proceeded to inform
him that if he would surrender to the Chaldean
monarch, he would secure his own safety and the
salvation of the city, but if he continued to resist, the
city would be burned with fire, and he should not
escape. Zedekiah expressed a fear that if he surren-
dered, he would be mocked and ridiculed by those
Jews who had already gone over to the Chaldeans.
Jeremiah assured him that he should not be delivered
to them, and besought him solemnly to follow the
counsel he had given, as the only way in which
he could avoid the direst calamities. The inter-
view terminated by the king enjoining silence as
to what had passed between them, for he knew
that the princes would eagerly interrogate the
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Prophet on the subject. Jeremiah returned to the
court of the prison, and remained there till the capture
of the city. Nebuchadnezzar, who was not unac-
quuhlhw]uwHJlfhrf4un1n1vrtﬁ'JtTvnﬁnh.znu{lhr;uHT
he had taken in relation to l:uh]it_‘. Hi'f'.[i]‘:a', had ordered
his captain of the guard to look after the safety of
Jeremiah in the sack of the city, and permit him to go
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whn:-rc!‘ he pleased. On being found in the prison of
the king’s palace, therefore, he was committed to the
care fllf Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam : but it appears
that in the confusion that ensued he was put into
fetters, along with a multitude of other captives, and
sent to Ramah. The emissaries of the king dis-
covered him there amongst the crowd, freed him from
his chains, and left him at liberty to select the place of
his residence. He chose to remain with those of his
people who were left in Judea, and proceeded to
Mizpah, to place himself under the protection of
(edaliah, whom Nebuchadnezzar had made Governor
of the Jews remaining in Judea.—ch. xl. Gedaliah
appears to have been an upright man, but he did not
long enjoy the honourable office to which he had been
appointed. Treachery, to the existence of which he
was unwilling to give credence, soon began its work.
Johanan informed him that Ishmael had undertaken,
at the instigation of Baalis, the King of Moab, to kill
him ; and begged permission to avert the danger by
slaying the intended murderer. Gedaliah refused to
harbour a suspicion of such baseness, and cast the
imputation of falsehood upon Johanan.

Events, however, soon proved the truthfulness of
Johanan’s information. He had not exposed half
the baseness of Ishmael, whose treachery, hypocrisy,
and cruelty eventually marked him out as one of the
most odious and depraved of mankind. Ishmael, with
some confederates, came to Mizpah, and put to death
hoth Gedaliah and all the Jews and Chaldeans who
were there with him.—ch. xli. Two days after this
crime, and before the news of it had spread abroad,
there came a company of Jews from wvarious towns
round about, presenting all the marks of humiliation
and mourning, to offer oifts and incense in the Temple.
Ishmael moved out of Mizpah to meet them, in the
guise of a person in deep grief, and begged them to
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come to Gedaliah. They complied ; and having thus
mveigled them into the midst of the ecity, he put them
to death, and threw their bodies into a pit. When he
had in this way disposed of these inoffensive pilorims,
he collected the remainder of the people, and began to
remove them into the land of the Ammonites. He
was not, however, permitted to complete the enter-
prise. Johanan gathered together a number of willing
tollowers, and pursued him. He overtook him at the
Great Waters, or the Pool of Gibeon. Ishmael, with
eight of his accomplices, escaped ; but the rest of the
people returned with Johanan, and apprehending that
the King of Babylon might revenge the death of his
lieutenant without much discrimination between the
guilty and the innocent, they retired to a place near
Bethlehem, intending to emigrate into Foypt.—
ch. xli. 18.  Before taking so important a step, how-
ever, they came to Jeremiah, and begoed that he
would pray to the Lord to enlichten them as to the
results of carrying this proposal into execution.
Jeremiah promised to comply with their request,
probably believing in the sincerity of their assertion
that they would be guided by the will of God as to
whether they should remain where they were or
emigrate. Jeremiah prayed to the Lord, and awaited
the answer for ten []:l}.'n‘.- ch. xlii, Then came the
revelation of the Divine will, that they should remain
in their own country, as subjects of the King of
Babylon, with the promise that their compliance would
be followed by happiness and prosperity. They were,
at the same time, convicted of hyproerisy in requesting
the intervention of the PI'H[?]H'I’. whilst they were fully
determined to flee into Eaypt and seck the protection
of Pharaoh. They were informed that their flight
from Judea would plunge them into that famine,
Hu'lll'[J: and ]H‘.—tf'i]e,‘ili'ﬂ.' {'4-][, ‘x]|t AL the ftear of k‘.']l[L:IJ
had impelled them to brave the Divine cispleasure,
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This revelation of their baseness roused the indignation
of these proud, stubborn men, and they retorted upon
Jeremiah by accusing him of falsehood. Azariah and
Johanan, being their spokesmen, declared that Jere-
miah was merely a tool in forwarding the designs of
Baruch to deliver them into the hands of the
Chaldeans. Determined, at all hazards, to avoid this
humiliation, they assumed the command, and com-
pelled the remnant of the people who had been placed
under Gedaliah to retreat into Egypt. Jeremiah and
Baruch were forced to accompany them. They halted
at a place called Tahpanhes, or by the Greeks Daphne.
Whilst in this place, Jeremiah was directed by the
Lord to perform in the sight of his late travelling
companions one of those expressive actions so often
previously employed to impress lessons upon their
mind. He was to take some large stones, and hide
them in the clay of the brick-kiln that was near the
entry of Pharaoh’s palace.—ch. xliii. This done, he
made the astonishing announcement that Nebuchad-
nezzar would come and pitch his tent on that very
spot; that his presence would be attended with fire,
sword, captivity, and death: that the pride and
idolatry of Egypt would be destroyed, and that
having arrayed himself with the land of Egypt as a
shepherd with his garment, he would depart in peace.
We may form some idea of the blank faces and
blenched hearts with which this bold prediction was
received. Never did poor self-willed mortals, flying in
the face of Omnipotence, realise more terribly the old
proverb, ““ Out of the frying-pan into the fire.”

Une more 1nterview between the '1}1't+£-]][-1' and these
1'11i.~a;,|_;1:i_l|[-c] people 18 recorded, and forms the :-h]::iu:-_:,'
narrative of Jeremiah’s long labours on behalf of his
countrymen. The scene is graphically related in his
own words {1-h. -‘I]l‘f.], .-mu!, by 1ts grznu{mu', forms a
fitting close to the great drama of his public life, He
represents to them that their lot shall be worse than
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that of themr brethren of the Babylonian captivity,—
that these latter should return to their own land, but
of themselves none, except a few who should clandes-
tinely escape. He paints in inspired colours the doom
of Egypt by the sword of Nebuchadnezzar, in which
they should be involved, and fully details the reason
why these Divine judgments would overtake them.
The iﬂl[:iuuﬂ reply which he received lifts, in some
degree, the veil from the depravity, religions and
lllf‘.'l'l'Ll, into which these lm{J[:hz had fallen. Tilc:f.'
boldly asserted that the Queen of Heaven was a better
protector than the Lord God, and that whilst they
burned incense and poured out libations to her
they were more prosperous and happy than when they
served and obeyed the God of their fathers. The
hardened audacity of this assertion drew from the
Almighty a solemn oath that his name should no
more be the watchword of his people in Feypt—that
they should be given up to the consequences of their
awful impiety ; and finally said the Prophet, * Thus
saith the Lord: Behold I will give Pharaoh Hophra,
King of Egypt, into the hand of his enemies, and into
the hand of them that seek his life, as 1 gave Zedekiah,
King of Judah, into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar,
King of Babylon, his enemy that sought his life.”

Here the curtain drops upon the life of Jeremiah, so

far as it 18 recorded in the H:'t'[;u['u]*l-,c., It i currently
believed that he died shortly afterwards. by the hands
of his I.’:l_}llllf]'}'lll{:]], a ]n;[.lr[‘!.'J‘ to his '[];I'[.:-Ln"]-i["!,' ancl
faithfulness in the discharge of his duty to them and
to God. ' i
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